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ST eT FoSrTIoN OF TTHTON Trsmers
BAPTIST POSITIOR

The Americen Baptist Convention, Rochestsr, N. Y.,
June 2-7, passed strong resclutions on religious 1ib.
erty. One resclution commended the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs, Washington, D, C,, for
its work in the field of religious 1iberty and sepa-
ration of church and state. Commendation of the
independent organization, Frotestants and Other
Apericans United for Separetion of Church and State
(POAU), vae also expressed.

Three reeolutions at the American Baptist Conven-
tion dealt with separstion of church and etate, na-
tional electiona and religioue liberty.

Fositions on Separetion

"We reaffirm the Baptist stand for religiocus free-
dow and separation of church and state, grsnting unto
all people the right to vorship God according to the
dlctates of one'’s conacience end lnintaini.ng separate
control of church and state,

“We express our bellef in the principles of public
achool education and commend to our churches & new
and continuing inquiry into the preservation and de-
velopment of a strong eystem of public school educa-
tion, and arge the study of, and action in opposition
10, forces that moy make this preservation difficult,

"We urge all Baptists to resist encroachment upon
tax funds for the support of transportation of pu-
Pils, free text books, ealaries of teachers, and pur-
chagse, bullding or repair of property of privete and
parochial schools or other institutions, being very
careful not to let thie, or any similar practice, fn-
filtrate our own churchea or institutions.”

Religious Liberty

"We reaffirm our commitment to freedom of reli-
glon. We are opposed to the establishment of any
state religion where either church or state can use
the other for 1te advantage. We believe that no re-
ligious group should influence a govermment to deny
religious libderty to any minority group.

"As & pation dedicated to the preservation of
freedom of worship and assembly, we view with appre-
hension any deniel of the free exercise of con-
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science. We would caution those nations in whieh a
resurgence of pationsaliem may estadblish a piate re-
ligion. We urge full religicus liberty in any coun-
try vhere soclety snd goverrment smy conspire to deny
the individual his right to exercise fresdom of con-
science and to prumote and practice his religion.”

Mational Elections

1. "Recognizing the crucisl significance of =
presidential election for our country, we call upon
all of our people to engage in mature debats snd
lively public discussion of the important issuea, to
participate fully in primaries ae well ac genersl
elections, and to make dscisione less upon the basis
of personalities, and more upon the public statemente
and voting records of the various candidates.

2. "As Baptiate historically rooted in the belief
of freedom of conscience, we affirm the right of in.
dividusls to aspire to all public offices, regardless
of their rece, creed, color or sex.

3. "Believing further that a man's religious be-
lief influences hie viewa on public affairs, we in-
sist that it is not only our right, but our duty to
determine how various candidates stand on all {asues
of Americsn 1ife."

ARALYSIS OF SERATE VOTE OF MORSE AMENDMENT

When the Senate voted on the Morse amendment to
provide loans for parochiel schools, every Roman
Catholic Sonator except John F. Kennedy (D., Maes.)
favored the proposal. In the 25 states with the
highest percentage of Roman Catholic voters 29 voted
"Yes,” 3 paired in favor, 15 voted "No," and 2 paired
agajinet. From the other states only 8 voted "Yes,”
2 peired in favor, 3k voted "Ro,” 2 paired againat
and 1 announced against.

Although the religious affiliation of a Senator
or of his constituents 1s not the only factor in how
he voted, we abserve: (1) Roman Catholic Senators
vote l].nost unanimouely thes sentiment of their
church in favor of public aid to sectarian schools;
{2) Mon-Catholic Senators in atates with a large
percentage of Roman Catholic constituents tend to
vote in favor of federal sid to parochisl schools;
{3) Many Senators with a large non-Catholie con.
gtituency tend 0 vote againest federul aid to
parochial achools.
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Polloving the guidance of the Religious Liberty
Commission of the Baptist World Allisnce, the 10th
Baptist ¥World Congrens, meeting in Rio de Janelro,
Brasi), June 30 to July 3, approved twv algnificant
documente relating toc the Baptist witness on reli-
glous liberty in the world. The Manifesto is an

officisl statement of position by the Congress, end
the study document is recommended to the Baptist
ochurches throughout the vorld for oareful study.
We Present both of these documants for the consid-
eration of the readesrs of the Report From The
capitn.lo

THE MEARING OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, A STUDY DOCIMENT FOR THE CHURCHES

The fellowship of Ciristians coming from pany
lands, and speaking various languages, deepens our
sense of the greatness of God's mercy toward us. In
gratitude for all that Ae has done we renew our covee
pent with Him who is the Iord of Iords and King of
Kings.

We are glad that our fellowship is that of volun-
tary believers, for true Christian faith. hope, and
love cannot be imposed upon men.

God creeted wen in His ovn fmage that they might
have fellowship with Eim, and gave them dominion over
legser Torms of creation. We are privileged to de-
clare to the vorld that the grace of God's forgiving
14ve is freely available in Christ through the elmple
act of personal faith, This faith permeates humman
1life with the preasence and the love of God in the
person of Jesus Christ.

The Baptist Colicern

Our Baptist commitment %o religious liberty arises
out of God's revelation of Himself snd of Hie way of
dealing with men. It comes also out of our under-
atanding of the pature of man and his role in the
universe, of true religion as personal and voluntary,
and of the Christian church as a fellowship of be-

*lievers.

Some hold that religioue lidberty is merely a prac-
tical sdjustment of religious differences. This con-
ception i2 inadequete. S0 aleo 18 the type of toler-
ance which is based on a skeptical view of all rell-
glone or which regarde them es of less importance
than other values in soclety.

. Man's relationship to God ie Cod-given. It ic not
subject to hwman legislation or administration. It
lies beyond the scope of state suthority.

Whenever religious beliefs end practices are Pre-
scribed by lav or otherwise imposed, men are called
upon to conform regardiess of personal comviction.
Submission to such a demand undermines both true re-
ligion and true character. Furthermore, wherever a
state places obstacles in the way of religious fatth
and prectice it binders the development and expres-
slon of human personality.

Religious liverty is anchored in fundamental human
rights vhich nations are not free to trensgress with-
out incurring great loss 1o themselves and to their
people. Accordingly, nationeiwhich wish to be in
bharmony with the divine will ‘of our sovereign God
pust safeguard these righte by means of their in-
struments of goverrment and their judicial codes and
procedures,

The Contemporary Challenge to Religious Liberty

These fundamental epiritus] ineighta must be
applied anev by every generstion as the institutions
of socieal and political life continually change.
With the development of muss media for communication,
the opportunities for centralised control of Imow-
ledge and proimganda have increased. New interma-
tional tensione have placed new straine on the bonds
of fellowahip of those who claim Chriet es lord.

Mationaliem scmetimes drings prejudice against -
ligions regarded as foreign. Materialistic philos-
ophies and their ideclogies attempt to claim the
highest loyaltles and thereby to make themselves sub.
stitutes for religion. Ae the functions of modern
states are extended in a wvelfare direction the tend-
epcies to underwrite and to contrpl church ectivities
also increase. All euch developments call for alert.
ness on the part of churches and their leaders, lest
the churches come to rely upon the support of the
gtate and gradually become subject to its control.

The modern world, therefore. presents & new
challenge to Christians everyvhepre to hold high
their banner, "loyalty to Chriet.” In the exercise
of thie loyalty Chriet's place must not be preempted
by soeial, political, or religious institutions.
For the furtherance of true freedom under God, we
urge that preyerful study be given to the meaning of
the free consclence and to the importance of free
churches.

Personel Freedom

The Christian conscience 1s enlightened and gulded
by ewvarenesg of dependence upon & creative and loving
God, by responce to redemption in Christ, end dy the
congtant ministry of the Holy Spirit. The Bible ie
our recognized guide for faith and life.

Christian revelation confronts us with & God wvho
doee not coerce people to reepond to His love.
Christ coneistently rejected all forms of force in
Hisministry to the spiritual neede of people., We
desire % emulate ocur ILord in the refusal to use such
coercion, giving ourselves zealously to the Christisa
1life end witnese in full reliance upon the Holy
Spirit.

We uphold the freedom of all to worship or not %0
vorship; to determine their own beliefs, joining &
church of their own cholce; and to change auch alle-
giance without hindrance. TParents and guardiens of
children must be fres to nurture their faith and to
choose spiritual instruction for them. People should
be free to express their faith and their convictions,
easoclating themselves with others for corporete re-
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1igious objectives, witk freedom of movemsot mnd
travel, with freedom 0 use thair own homes for re-
1igious purposes, with dus regsrd for pudlic ordar,
and vith freedom to construct bulldings for worship
and teaching. Bupport of religious activities and
institutions should be by voluntary stewardship,
whether time, energy, or money is involved. Feople
should be parmitted freedom to make Judgments on
morel and public issues, having free access to perti-
nent information.

The Freedom of Churches

% Christian person can live adequatsly in spirit-
ual isolation. The Chyistlan life Des alveys called
for & community exPerience vith fellow believers.
Juat as individusls must be free in matters of reli-
gion, so also muet churches end other spiritual
fellowships.

This mesns that such corporets bodiss must have
freedom to plan and order their pudlie worship, to
formulate their own doctrines, and to determine
their own polity. They must be free to set standards
and qualifications for membership and for leadership,
and to plan and provide ths religicus instruction
Judged necessary. They should have the maximum free.
dom to express thelr corporste witness in acts of
charity and service, in missionary outreach, and in
the use of publication and other omss media, all At
their owvn expense. They should be independent in
their formulation ¢f morel positions, ss should all
other groups and Deoples, and they should be able
freely to express the msaning of tbeir insights for
the varicus institutions of society.

Since the character of churches is different from
that of governments, they should be separmtely organ-
ized. While sharing the time of the people, the
terrain of ths community, the interwsts of the par-
ticipante, and the events which make up history, each
should respect the ephere of the other., This ealls
for a difference of methods and for separwtion of the
administrations, sources of revenue, and progrems.
Churches and church-sponsored inetitutions should
care for their own expenees and should not look to
the egtate for subsidies.

The Welfare of the Nations

It is becoming increasingly clear that no nation
can rightly claim to be Chrietlan merely on the basis
of a Christisan tredition and culture. The presence
of real Christianity depends upon the active, person-
al feith of the people, We regret, however, that some
nations still continue to declare some particular re-
ligion or philosophy as part of their public policy.

Our Baptist concern for the nations continuss to
exprese iteelf in evongelism, missions, and educo-
tion. We claim religious freedom for ourselves, and
ve gladly use our influcnce to win it for others.
Our deep desire 15 that all men may freely worship
the true living God in spirit and in truth, recogniz-
ing that He has provided redemption for all men in
Christ, Christian discipleship leads to sacrifi-
cial, dependable, and loyal citizenship.

Good government 1s essential for the welfare of
People, and it has divine approvel. Accordingly, to
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the full extent permitted by the claims of Christ, we
compend patriotic living to our fellow believers. It
i3 in well ordered social life that the righte amd

fresdons of men cen be protected 9o s to permit the
fulfillment of divine purposes in thely lives, We

pledge our praysrs for those in positions of nations)
and international responsibility, for ve believe that
"where tha Spirit of the Iord 1s, thers is liberty.”

MANIFESTO ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ADOFTED
BY TENT BAPTIOT WORLD CUNMMESS IN RO

We believe:

1. That God created man ip Hia own image apd en-
dowed him with freedom to respond to His redemptive
love;

2, That man 1s responsible to God for his reli-
gicus belief and pructice;

3. That religious faith and marticipation must be
yoluntary in order to be real.

We rejoice:

1. That God gives grece to endure oppresaion sand
to use freedom;

2. That friends of religious libverty are found in
all Chrietian communions;

3. That recent legislation in seversl countries is
favorable to religious liberty.

Ne earpeetly desire:

1, That all forms of diecrimination againet reli.
gious mipnorities shall cease;

2. That ell religioue bodiea shall make sn une-
quivocal commitment to full religious liberty for all

pecple;

3. That 0ll natione shall guarmntee the right of
all citigens to believe, to worship, to teach, to
evangelize, to change their peligibua affiliation,
and to eerve their God as their consciences dictate,

¥e solemnly covenant:

1. To study nand proclaim the freedom men have in
Jegus Christ, the lord;

2. To show Christien understanding and love to-
vardes thoce whone beliefs end practices are diffarent
from our oOwn;

3. To proy and use our influence for the preser.
vation and extension of reli{gious liberty for all
men .

It is hoped that Baptiet publishing houses every-
vhere will distribute the ManiTesto to the churches.
1t 18 designed to encourege conviction on the Bibli-
ca] basis of religious liberty and to stimulate ap-
plication of its mesning for the churches and for
their worldwide witness.
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BAPTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE SAYS CAMDIDATE'S
ON IS ON 1

]

Delegates 1o the 8lst anmml meeting of the Bap-
tiat Genersl Conference in ILong Beach, Calif., June
25-29, sdopted a resolution streseing that e politi-
cal ‘candidate's religion must be regarded as sn im-
portant election issue, according to a Religious
Bews Service report. The General Conference is one
of the co-operating groups sponsoring the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

The resolution saild religion ia "only one charac-
teristic among many...factors in e cendidate's fit-
nese for office.' It emphasized, however, that
“"when a public official is coamitted to & temporeld
authority by the dogma and demsnde of his church, he
cannot logically divorce himself from these demands.”

“Thus, any implications secular end religious of a
capdidate s commitments &re of vital importance to
the electorate ©f any country end must take preced-
ence in any election,” it said.

“Gathering and publishing information ebout the
religious beliefs, church affilietions, and church-
state opinions of candidates for public office,” the
statement said, "ic not an act of bigotry, but is of
great importance in an election year.”

Reaffirming the traditional Baptiet stand for
church-state separation, the resolution urged voters
to "eeek guidance of the Holy Spirit when making
citizenship decigions.” A~

BAPTISTS IN MANITUBA, CANADA, ARE CONCERNED
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Canadian Baptists in Manitobs Province are bde-
stirring themselves over & proposal that State eaid be
given to private end parochiel schoole, according to
an article on the editorial page of the Canadiaen
faptist. The Baptist Federstion of Canads 1is one of
the co-opermting bodies working through the Baptist
Joint Committee on Publie Affaire, Washington, D. C.

Rev, G. FP. Smith of Winnipeg, writing on the re-
port of the MacFariane Roynl Commigsion on Education
in Manitoba, affirmed Baptist support of efforts to
improve public education. However, he said, "there
is ope aspect about the report which does give us
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considersble concern and about whieh our position
must be atated and our voice heard.”

According to the proposal grants from goverament
funds would be mid to privets and parochial schools,
The progrea would be administered by & Private
Schools Orant Commission, cowposed of the Chancellor
of the University of Manitobe, the chairwan of the
Publiec Ttilities Board, a Justice of the Supreme
Court, one of whom should be a Foman Catholic and ome
& Protestant.

Some provinces in Cansda meintain dboth pudlic
achools and "separate” schuolg. A separate echool
ia ore privately owned and operated but which re-
ceives esupport from public funds. This arrengement

does not prevail in Manitoba, which has only public
schools and private and perochial echools.

The Manitoba proposal wes opposed by Smith on the
grounds that it would dierupt the arrangsment of a
free church in & free state, thet it would engender
serious religious strife and that it would poese &
"segregation” problem for the children of Manitoba,

The article said that "it is one of the funda-
nental duties of the atete to provide an educational
system for all its citigzens,” It also said that "it
ies the prerogative of the home and the churches to
inmpart the full Christian heritage and 1t 1s the
price ve must pay for freedon."

Referring t0 many letters in the public prese over
the issue of public aid for parochial schools, Saith
said that such an sction would "create religious
strife such rs has not been experienced in Manitoba
for at least 70 years.” He pointed out that rels-
tions betsween Roman Catholics and Protestants in
Manitots are now in & very healthy condition.

Manitoba is composed of many races and religions,
according to Smith, and if a separete school system
were established there would develop serious problems
of segregated groups using meny languages.

The problem of govermmental control of parochial
achools wes mentioned by Smith., "It 1s inconceivable
that the Government could eystematically make grants
to private schoole from pudblic funds, without retain-
ing control over the expenditure of the monies grent-
ed. To do otherwise would be & breach of trust.”
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