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RELIGL LIBERTY CONFERENCR DIBCURARS
&Mﬂﬂ%ﬂm TR REEFYRG BUMAH nexp
The fifth snnusl Religious liberty Conference,
sponsored by the Baptist Joint Committes on Public
Affairs, set October 4-6 in Weehington, D. C. The
95 participaats from 7 natione] Baptist bodies in the
United States and Capadas cousidered the subject,
Church-3tate Aspects of the Churches' Involvement
in Human Nesd.”

The conference vas not an "official"” meeting nor
are the findings binding on any person or group.
Hovever, the deliberations represent the considered
opinions of some of the Mation's leading Bmptists ar-
rived at after careful study and exchange of ideas.
The report of the sections vill be presented to the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

The conference vas dividad into four sections
with two tables each to consider four general topics.
The fiodings wers pressnted to the conference &s &
vhole and spproved as the report of the conference.

LJ

Thls issae of the Report Froa The Capital is an
effort to summarize and interpret the report of the
conference. A complete mimeographed copy of the
copference report, plus the conference study papers,
my be pecured for $1.50 by writing to the Baptiet
Joint Committee on Public Affaire, 1628 16th Street,
Washington 9, D. C.

SECTION 1 - EMERGENCIES

Section I discuseed church-ptate prodlems involved
in meeting emergencies. A "Christisn approach” and
Biblicsl principles were sought for the guidance of
the churches in meeting people‘s peeds during emer-
gencies, The role of the churches in relstion to
governmental agencies in timee of mational disaster
&nd the struggle againet communism was considered.

The confersnce considered the relation of the
cburches to voluntary secalar organizations such aa
United Givers Pund, Red Croes, etc. Whet finsnclal,
organizationsl and peychologicsl preparedness for
fttural dieaster mre ideal for Baptist purposeat The
Queation of motivmtion, the problems of "stewardship’
Yersus "taxmtion," apd persopal snd institutional
values were Aipcunsed.
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Report of Saction I

The netuye of the church in church-stete relations
and ths lordehip of Christ as related to human needs
were recognized ss arees needing further study end
dedate. Tha group recommendsd that the Baptist Joiaot
Comittes on Public Affairs organiza study groups in
these areas.

There 1s Do conflict on church-state separstion
wvhan churches work with voluntary orgmnisstions "pro-
vided that the churches' ‘religious' objectives are
pot prizmrily served."” Church participstion with
voluntary agencies ebould take the course of incul-
cating the Christian principle of sociel concern, en-
coursgement of individual support of such agenciles,
training of lpdividusls for lesdership roles, direct
pmrticipation by the churcbhes &during emergencies, and
by insistence upon the voluntary aspect of euch
sgencies, Churchds should not contribute funds Ai-
rectly to such sgencies.

The section recompended that Baptist agencies de
requested to make a study directed tovard an expan-
sion of orgmnized Baptist vork to belp meet emergen-
cles, 10 e implemented poseidly through tha Bmptiat
World Alliance or through mission agencies. Joint
Baptist work in this field on an intarnaticnal level
wves also suggested.

It 1is the function of governsent to take the ini-
tistive againet oationsl dissster, but churchea and
depominmtional agencies should cooperata with the
government tc meet the neede both of the church mam.
bership end of the compunity. Cburches should co-
operate in ¢ivil defenss programs, but the responei-
bpility of the churchee should extend no further than
the reasopsble preparation of ite facilities for nor-
o] bumn needs in emergency situations.

In erecting bomt shelters, it is the responalbili-
ty of the government to provide the mesns of protec-
tion for the community without iovolving the church.

The group was definite in ita sssertion that the
churchen "should not ¢ollaborete vith organized s-
gencies in providing an intellectusl or ideclogical
barrier to comsunism’ It continusd, "As PEmptists ve
neve B responsibility jo infore the pegple of the
tenets and practicee of communism, using all the fa-
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cilities st cur dispossl, being careful, however, to
ewluate our inforsation in the light of Christisn
standards .

SECTION II"- DEPEIEIES AWD'AGING

Saction 11 discussed church-state relations in
caring for the needs of dependents aod the aging. It
faced the problem involved in the shift frum the an-
cient principls of paternal power of life and dsath
over the child to ths wodern comoept of tha respooei-
bility of soclety for the protection and provieion
for pecpls =t public expanse. The possibility of co-
operetion batwesn church and stats in msny nev weys
vas faced.

The group wes asked to translste the Biblicel ad-
monitions about care for orpbans, widows, parents,
the bandicapped, stc., into institutiomal policy for
modern soclety.

The problem of public funds for use by church a-
gencies in these fields vme posed. Such ltems eas
paymsnt for services rendered, contrectusl relstion-
ahips, grents, loaps and DPer diem payments vere dis-
cussed., The problem of religious mintetry for per-
®ops in publio bomes for children and for the aging
vas fuced.

Report of Bection Il

While the group 4id oot go into Biblical studiee
in dspth 1t Aid recognize thdt Biblicel principles
“antablishe responsibility mnd dssand cospassion
ana concern” on the part of Christiena. The group
agreed that "the churches sust carry into social ac-
tion progrems which are designed to meat the needs of
dapendent children and the sged in response to the
motiwmtion of love and demmnd for jJustice as eet
forth in the acriptures.”

The problem of church-etats relations was eeen in
providing financial meang for institutiooal care, in
detearmining religious instruction of depandent chbil-
dren, in coopereting with courts in wvarious fields,
end in setting up receiving homse in particular.

It vas agreed that thare are arsss in which church
end state cen sbare in sutusl responsibilities. It
ip &m state ‘e responsibiliiy to set up standards
such as btagic haalth requiremsats for institutional
cere. There is no viclation of separation of church
and state in certain short-term services wvhere
grante are made t0o the individual child on & per diem
basis. A minority, howvever, felt that this does vio-
lsta the principle.

Direct grmnts or low-interest loans vhich increase
the capital assets of the church at the axpsnse of
the taxpaysrs are 10 be rejected. Again, a minority
indicated that they 41d not think that loans violate
the church-ptate principle.

Two research projects vere recommended for the
Baptist Joint Committes on Public Affairs: (1) a
study of procequres and of stets lews snd present
practices in datermining the religious instruction of
displaced persons; and (2) a study of the problem of
setting up receiving homes.

Raport From Tha C

ainstion of tha religious instruction of childres
institutions: {1) respect for the fresdom of ths
scisnes of tha purent; (2) respect for the freedom
the oonscience of the child; (3) respect for the
spiritiml integrity of & man in his ovn bome; and (V)
reject the nefuricus osturs of marrisge coutruots
which violsts the freedom of consoience.

The group eet forta rour principlas in the uui.
i
-

The church-stste problems in the care for the g
were idantified ip the aress of (1) providiag fumis
for institutionml care, and (2) public homsp aw & %-
tal stats responsibdility.

Concerning eress of church-state cooperstion in
care for the aged the group said:

(1) Churches way provids ministry snd osre and ec-
cept funds vhich individuals bave recelived frow gov.
sroment velfure on & personal and individusl besie,

(2) T™he state should establish standards for bas-
ic health requiressnts for institutional cure; and
short-ters eervices paid for by the state should be
scceptable to church-relsted institutions, (A
wminority dieagresd with this last statement.)

{3) Grunts or lov-interest loans at the expense
ths taxpayer are 10 be rejected. (Soms, however,
felt that these should be acceptable.)

Fositively, churctes sbould trein complains and
otbher perscnnel 10 serve in public institutions, mo-
vida Christisan eervice in public institutions, and
develop programs for wvorking with tha aged in loosl
churches and in mesociatione.

SECTION II1 - EUMAN HEALTH

The report of Section III on church-state rela-
tions related to humsn health vas made in eeven 4i-
vieions.

1. Christ's concern for health and what he boped
to result frow his healings.

Fhysical healing was only one aspect of Christ's
ministry to the vhole parson. He heelad peopls sim-
Ply because they vere sick. He expected the healed
to give God the glory in lives worthy of witness to
his power.

2. Comparison of the bases and fruits of present
day Baptist hospital and medical work with thoes of
Christ's ministry.

Although the motivation for the establishment of
BapUist hospital and medical vork vas the same as
that of Christ's minietry, in many instences “the
seculeristic and institutional tendencies of our
time" have resulted in "no appreciable difference b
tween church-related hospitsls and other hospitale.’
This calls for & continuel emphasis on the ideals asl
purposes of Chriet in the healing ministry of the
churches.

In order to keep the hoapitals consciocus of thedf
function "to serve the cause of Christ in soclety”
the Baptiat public phould becoms swere of the deci-
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sion-miing Proossses fallowed in their hospitals.

. Rols of the churches 1o & politioal cowme
s T e ey ety 6 pbIe SR

four sugguetions vers mads for the minietry of
churches in public bospdtale: (1) s voluntary pestors
al ministry to the sick; (2) cooperative provision
for chapel services and devotionml periods; (3) en-
cournge Christiane to serve on committees, boards,
nurses’' organisations, etc.; and (&) motivate young
people for Christisn vocations as doctors, nurees,
pedical technicians and othsr bealth careers.

The church-stats provles in church-related ipsti-
tutions arises in the mmtter of sdministretion and
support. Tax funds used t0 subsidize finstitutions
tor "tbe propagetion of & faith” 1s & vioclation of
the copscience of the taxpayer and of the principle
of voluntarism in religion.

Two unreconciled points 0f viev saerged relative
to the purpose of Baptist hospitale:

(1) The service performed by & Bmptist hospital il
the dezopatration of prmctical Chrietianity through
zedical vork for the community, providing at the same
time opportunity for spiritusl service; (2) the basic
reason for the existance of & Baptist bospital 1s the
sape se that for & Baptiet church, it 1s an extension
of the bealing arm of the church.

The first view could iaply ecceptance of tax funds
in payment for services rendersd to the community,
wbile the second view would rejsct tax funds of mny
kind.

4. The role of the atate in the field of sanita-
tion, public heaith and preventive sédicine.

Toe expansion of pudlic health servaices is & valid
trend, beceuse ths government 1s often ithe, best,
sometimes thes only, adequate source of these services.

The reason Baptists cannct finance sn sdaquate re-
search program ves illustrated by the fmct that $715
eillion vas epent lapt year in the U.8. for blo-medi-
cal research. This wes probsbly more money than the
91,000 Baptist churches gave during the same period
for all causes combined.

. The conference ngreed that there are "0o i en-
swers” 10 the complex church-state lssues. It said,
hovever, that there must be room for flexibility snd
latitude in making adjustments in coacrete situatios.

The conferencs expressed concern for two prinel-
Ples in dealing with the trend touard greater ad-
binjstrative and financial involvement Detween gov-
ermoent snd cburch-related institutions: (1) "There
st be no government interference in the cooduct of
our inatitutione,” and {2) "Our institutions must
render adequate service in return for public tax
Tinds received,"

$. Bole of church-supported institutions in the
fleld of medica] research.

The group recognized the necessity of research for
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affective oparation of & hospital or esdicsl school.
It said thet Baptist hospitals not socepting public
tax sid are st s sarious dissdvantage.

Baptist dospitale my perform ¢ distinet research
service by: (1) striving for efficiency $n the use of
funds and facilities, (2) pureuing selective typss of
research, (3) seeking other than tax support by cul-
tivating fiosncisl sid from privata foundstions,
specislizsed industry, and denominational sourocss, and
(4) providing s "better than usual® environment for
ressarch programs 88 &n inoentive to scientists.

6. Tos prectice of Christian motivetion through
public agenciss,

God is ot limited to organisstions and progreame
under church suspicies. The diecernment and prec-
tice of (haristisn motivation thyough public agancies
is & clear obligation of the church. A Christian
citisen often finds in & public ageacy the best Op-
portunity to serve God by the meeting of human need.

The conference verned that “churches should alart
thenselves to the possibility that legitimate ax-
pansions of public health gervices may be thwarted by
Pressure groups that are in danger of being influenc-
ed more by coneiderstions of vested intaresta than by
the mtivations of Chrigtisn compassion.”

7. If society should succeed in meet
poysical need uiﬁ referance to beslth
remin for the churches %0 do in the pame 0

avRIY
¢ would
ist?

"Even 1f everydody were haslsd there would yet
resain the task of binding up the droken-hearted.
There would yet remsin e ministry of msening to the
loneliness eand smywtery of exietence. There would
yet remain the necessity for men to be led out of
lostoess to being found in the gruce of God. There
would yet remain the need to discipline the human
spirit 1o integrity, industry, and initistive so that
men may stand tall in dignity end self-respect, not
being impoverished by the welfare services which are
sure t0 be ministered increasingly by a society vhich
is lesvened ip some measure by the compuesion of
Christ.”

SECTION IV - FOREIGN AID AND DEVELOPMENT

Section IV studied chburch-stats relations in pro-
grams of foreign assistance end development.

1, Nev Testament insighte relating %o national and
international need; inetitutional implioationa for
Christisn responses,

Fo foreign aid and development programs vere
found in the Nev Testament, but five approsaches to
this problem were suggested:

(1) Historical incidents, ae the Gentile Christ-
tans’ offering for the Jevish Christians et Jerums-
lem; {2) commnde of Jegus, as the parsdble of the
Good Semmritsn; (3) theologioml concepts, "God ie
love;" (4) stewardship, involving time, telents and
possessions; and (5) redenption, the Christian's con-
cern for meeting needs regardleas of geogrepbic
boundaries.
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The conference urged Baptists “t0 seek, under the
guidance of tha Holy Spirit, nev eolutions to the
pressing issues of our changing oe and vorid.”
Changing social, esconomic and politieal conditiona
call for fresh applications of the basic principles
involved in church-state relationships.

Iittle vas found in the New Testament in the
area of institutional implioations, but "the growp
agreed that the Nev Testament frumework is basi-
cally that of individual ethice.” Institutions are
dsveloped to mssist the church ip ite miniswry to

need, God ia not limited to church-related
institutions. Boib church and goverumental efforte
to meet human need are “slveys in the need of puri-
fication of motivetion vhich will reflect tbe re-
deeming love of Qod.”

2. Is theps & dofemsible Christian enswer 10 the
co-existence of mgricultural surpiuses in Aserics

and famine in Indis?

The conference sald that Christians must be
concerned about the starving millions of Indie
through the resources svailsble in America. Hov-
ever, it recogniszed the problems---social, cultural,
PBlivicsl, economic, technological and religious--.
1nvolved.

Two principles were suggested in seeking solu-
tions: {1) definition of Chrietian motivation, and
{2) vbat gives greatest aid} public relief or techni-
oml essistance?

3. Governmental use of church service or mission-
ary a s to distribute public aid and/or relief
to foreign pmoples.

The conference said the church service or mission-
ery agencies should not be available to goverument to
distribute public relief and/or sid to foreign pec-
Ples. Sudden national Adlsasters may conetitute ex-
ceptions, but then only on a temporery basis.

Reasons given vere: government should provide its
own distribution system; miselonaries should not be
identified with the foreign policy of the nation; the
cissionary is & representative of Christ; and he 1a
gt(ponnible to the agency which he representa.

Feport From The &

4. The Peace Corpe end separation of

Tour guide lines vere suggeested:

-

(1) Feace Corps personnel should be sssigned to
institutions, enterprises and projects not .pn?
by sectarien interests; {2) religious tasts sho
not be iovolved in eslecting volunteers or puo,

(3) proselyting activities should not be permits
voluntesr in his official pasition; (&) no restreigh
on tha personal freedom of religicus prectice and
vitoess sbould be imposed on the volunteer.

The conference reaffirmed the stiatement of C,
Emsnuel Carlson before the House Cormmittee on Porip
Affairs (Aug. 16, 1961) and requested the Baptiet
Joiot Commitiee to work for & revision of the Feate
Corps lav to provide church-state safeguards.

6. Role of the churches in recruiting members of
the Peacs Corps.

The Peosce Corps is a govermment agency and should
be viewed by the churches ae only one sspect of gov.
ernment service that is opsn for Christians., Churches
should not endsevor t0 organize group projects nor to
use the Peace Corpe for selfieh acclesisstical ends,

Conventions and churches may assist in recrujting
Peate Corps membera: (1) as a source of informstion
to church members; (2} to orient the Peace Corps sss
commendable contemporary expression of internaticsal
social concern for Christian youth; (3) to encoureg
Christian youth to consider it es ¢ commendable medi-
um for personal Christian wvitness; (i) each conven-
tion should meintain & liaison officer between the
Peace Corps and the denomination.

The conference cautioned that the short term Feace
Corps service should not be & substitute for e 1ife
comel taent to foreign mission service, that no cop-
tacts between the Peace Corpe and religious organiss-
tions ehould obligate one to the other, and that the
Peace Corps worker should be oriented to the missiocn
progran of the denomination from which he comes 8¢
vell as the Christian work being done in the ares
vhere be will serve. The Peace Corpsman should en)or
the continued spiritusl ministry of his chureh.
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