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There was no January issue of Report From The Capital.)

President Kennedy has sent a message to Congress
for a vast comprehensive program of federsl aid to
education. Although he left out parochial schools
from his program of aid to the general educational
system of the nation, many church-state problems are
involved in much of the remainder.

It has been the President's position that across-
the-board aid to the nation's parochial schools is
unconstitutional. On the other hand, his proposals
for higher education include both public and sectar-
ian colleges. His legal advisers have indicated that
special purpose loans and grants to private schools
are constitutional.

The President's program for public schools calls
for both classroom construction and aid to improve
teachers' salaries. The Senate last year passed such
a bill (S. 1021). But the House refused to consider
such a program because of a combination conserva-
tichv:o opposition and efforts to include the parochial
8 1s.

The President's expanded program includes a five-
fold program to improve the quality of teaching in
the elementary schools. No distinction is made here
between public and private schools. The President
Trecommended : 5

* Annual awards of 2,500 scholarships to outstand-
ing teachers for a year of full-time study;

* Establishment of institutes at colleges and
universities for teachers of subjects in which im-
Provement is needed;

* Grants to colleges to pay for part of the cost
of special projects;

* Amendment of the cooperative research act to
:;elop Projects of research on better ways to teach;

* Grants to local public school systems for ex-
Perimental projects to improve teaching in elementary
and secondary schools.

The President's progrem to aid er education
includes loans for construction of e facili-
ties and scholarships for students. The provisions
m:.liu.wmuencnmwmmmm-
versities. :

In the President's message on education other
special education and training programs not previous-
ly included were added. They are:

' Medical and dental tion: A 10-year program
of ma of nev medical
and dental schools, plus scholarships and cost-of-
education grants to the schools chosen by the
students.

Scientists and : expansion of the
science program for pew educational ma-
terials, expansion of experimental summer programs
for gifted high school students, and expansion of
National Science Foundation institutes for teaching
science and mathematics.

At the higher education level the President recom-
mends institute programs for college teachers, im-
provement of the content of science and engineering
courses, fellowships for graduate students, and $61.5
million in grants to colleges and universities for
basic research facilities.

Adult lite: : & five-year program of grants to
schools ofﬁreﬁwﬁmuﬂhﬁ states to de-
velop programs to aid adults to become literate.

Migrant vorkers: a five-year program of aid to
states and & districts to improve educational
opportunities for migrants and their children.

Educational television: & program of matching
grants to states 4 the construction of state
and other nonprofit educational television stations.

Handica; children: & program of aid to belp in
m‘.’i‘c‘iﬁmﬁ'ﬂ workers with afflicted chil-
dren in the entire range of physical and mental band-
icaps.

Federal aid to the arts: a recommendation to es-
tab. a federa sory council on the arts to
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study the mseds in this ares., @0 full program vas
reccmmuied at this time.

In hin msesege to the Congress ths Presidsnt said
that "no task before our netion 19 more important
mmmwmmuonn oppor-
tunities of all our people.”

Toe President sald thet the oation cannot afford
the wasted talent, the blighted lives, the dalinquen-

oy, dsspair and dspendence Foduced by an wnder-
sducated society. But, he affirmed, "tnmr schools

The President emphssised thet "the control and
operation of sducation in Americs must resmin the
responsibility of state and local govermmnts and
private institutions."| He danied that fedsral aid
wvould msan l'bnd.nl coptrol.

Initial estimatss are that the FPresident's educs-
tione) progrem will cost $1,105,258,000 the first
yoar and $5,713,252,000 over the naxt five years.

PRESIDENT REASSERTS STAND OR
AID T0 PARDCHIAL SCHOOLS

President Femedy clashed sgain vith a Rosmn Cath-
olic cardinal over his guestion of federal aid two

p:_-ochul schools.

Kennedy told his press cenferwnce that when be be-
cams Prusident he took an cath to defend the Consti-

tution. He sald that legal counssl from ths Attorney

Generel's office and from the Departmsnt of Health,
Rducation and Welfare bhad led him to the poeition he
bas taksn. -

"So 1 em going to continue to take the position 1

s DOV take,..unless there iz & pev Juigment by the

Supreme Court,”™ he sedid.

The Fresident’s commmnts vere made folloving &
guestion about a speech by Francise Cardinal Spellman
of Bew York. The cardinal said that if the Presi-
dent's proposals to aid public schoole vithout aid
to the parochial schools were put into effect, the
Catholic parochial school system would eventually

G

President Kennady heas said repeatedly, both dur-
ing his caspeign and since hie election, that he is
opposed to uncopstitutional aids to parochial
schools. Thus the parochial achools are left out of
Administration proposals to aid the public schools by
classroom construction and teachers' salaries.

Tha Roman Catholic bishops of the United States
have taken an’adssmnt position that they will oppose
any aid to public schools thet doss not include paro-
chial schools. As a result they succeeded, along
with & nusber of other factors, in killing public
school lagislation in Congress last yesar. No one ex-
Decta the impmsse tc be broksan this ymear for the eame
reasons, plaos the fact that um ie a Congressional
eleaction year.

Although the President etanda firs in his position
that acrogse-the-board loans ani grunte to parochial
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aockools are unccustituticasl, he doew
special purpess aids to sciools (e
ary snd higher educaticn) are unc
mectice of giviag such eids to -
going o for years ubder previous adatni

The President bms iadiomted that be
can to get his total education progres af
lay. Thip msans that he vill not let up ¢
fort for fedsrul sid to public salwools.
arw, hovever, that bs bas little chapos ©
lﬂ, but that im 1963 there vill be anoW¥
educational sffort.

Cardins) Spullmmn made hie statamsnt in add
a group of-1500 tesching puns and brothers and :Iq
teachers in New York following ths Presidant's -
sage on sducation to Congrees.

The cardinel said that if the Adminiatration M
becomes lav it will create s dagper threataning
very existance.” Hs said further:

“If the Asminietration's bill and the Acaimistes.
tion's desirs should becoms factual that mesns the
end of our schools, becauss viile we pay our muomiel-
el taxes, taxss for education, end whils our
assume the voluntary taxation {(for) building snd
porting our schocls.,.neverthelsss i1f the federel
govermment should favor public schools and put aa
edditional tax on us, from vhich ve shall receive &
benefite, then, my dear friends, it is the sventml
end of our parochial schools.

"We cannct compete with the federal government's
support and eubsidy of public echools only."

He continued that 1t “seems incongrucus to thimk
that Just becmuse » child attends parochial school
he should be excluded from benefits other childres
have, or might have or would have,"

CARLSON COMMUNICATES WITH CONGRRSS
PRIOR TO ACTION ON COLIEGE AILIS

provide aid to higher education. The House b
(H.R. 8900) provides a §1.5 billion five-year

of loans and grants to public and privata collaged
and univarsities. The division of the funde calls
for $600 million a ywar for loans and $900 millione
year for matching grants. There are no scholarshi)
provisions in the House bill.

Both the House and the Senate have passed MJ.'I.I]
11

The Senate b1ll (S. 1241) would begin a five-yea!
$1J5 villion loan program for the nation's colleges
and universities, plus s $250 million matching grast
progran to statas for public community Junior col-
lages. It also contains provieions for a five-ywar
program for 212,500 acholarships to telsnted and
Deedy students. It provides "cost of sducation”
grants to collages in the amount of $350 par studest
using hie federal scholarship in that school.

The work of the conference committes of the Hous
and Senate has boen delayed unti) the last of Febrd-
ary because of & parlismentary mansuver on the part
of the Republican leadership in the Bouse. Thers W
objection in the House to & conference with the
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eoate. This mesns that 1t 0 through the Boase
ules Commities sad that the
r oot to enter into ocouferemes with the Ssmate.

Prior to the sonsidaration of the
ither Bouse, C. Emapwel Carlecn
n "Church-State Froblume in College Ald Rills."
tis vas commnioatsd by a parsomal letter
waber of the House and Semate.

Many of the propjomsnte of govermamt aid to
wlleges say tiat federal Melp for higher education
should not de considered in the seme constitutioceml
category as elemantary and secondary schools.

Carlson asserted, bovever, that "a mmber of Con-
gressional leaders are clsarly of the sind thet the
constitutional principls ie the sams regardless of
the lavel at vhich the church dows its educsational
vork.” This vould be truse for both loans and grants,
he said.

Carison is currently mmking s thorough amalysie of
ibe problem of vhather or mot & subsidy is imvolved

in the lomg-term, low-interest loens, such as ere
mds t¢ colleges by the Housing and Homs Finance
Ageacy. Although hie fimal oonclusion has not deen
reached, ba seid ip his statessnt that preliminary
facts seem t0o indicates that e subsidy is involwved.

Reforring to specific purpose grants and loans to
church colleges for servioss rendered to the public,
Carlson said that the Guprems Court probably would
not Tule them umconstitutiomal. BHowever, be sald,
“If the govermment extends its performance on 'pubd-
lic functions® through church agancies there is no
clear stopping place in aight.”

Carleon mads three suggestions tc help clarify the
fssue "vithout delaying the sdditional facilities
vhich are needed." They are: (1) Congrefs sbould
clarify proper interest retes on loans to cburch col-
leges; (2) o method should be found to “differentiate
thoss institutions which are really church egencies
from those that are community agencies;" and {3) pro-
osals to devalop techniosl community Junior colleges
sbould be continued.

NEW E@% SPEAKER MAKES BTATEMENTS
ON HIS -

Prior to the election of John W. McCormack as
Speaker of the House of Representatives to succeed
Sam Rayburn there was videspresd unrest in Protes-
tant circles adout hie etend on church-state issues.
McCormack, & devout Roman Catholic, hes been widely
accused of pushing special intsrest legislation
through Congress in favor of hie church., Many people
felt that his election to the Speaksrship would make
it easier to secure federsl aid to yarochial echools.

Although thers vere calls for a jublic statement
from McCormack on church-state yolicy, be remaiped
8ilent on the subject until sfter his election as
Speaker, He has since besn telkmtive on the subject.
First came an interview with the Washington repre-
Sentative of Religious News Service. Then followed
lmediately a comprebhsnsive statemsnt in an inter-
Viev vith the magatine, U. S. News and World Report.
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into his offios four Protestant lewnd-
o bhour confersace. !

Committes o8 RBlic Affuirs; Oswald C,
J. Boffean, director of public relatioms of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri 8ynod; Dean M. Kellay, ex-
scutive Airector of the Inpmrtasat of Meligtous 1id-
erty, Fatiomal Couneil of Churches; and Carl ¥. H.
Henry, esditor of Curdetianity Today.

Last year McCormack was accused of sidiag ta with
the Fomaa Catholic bishops of the United States in
their opposition to any public school legislation
that did not include mrochial echools. It wvas seid
that miblicly MeCormack supported the President's pro-
grem, but that privately be vas vorkicog against it.

The new Spesimr denies these charges and chal-
langes anybody to prove it. HBes seye that be has al-
vays supported echool lagislation mnd that when it
vas up for & vota he votad for it.

However, ha made it clear in all thyee of the
above interviews that he is in favor of including
Jarochial schools in federsl aid o education. BOpe.
cifioally he favored loans to privats elamsntary and
secondary schools for bullding classroom facilities
(1) to teach science, (2) to teach mathesatics, and

(3) to teach languages.

McCormack seld that Congress cannot legislate for
private schools in the sams vay it osn for publie
schoole. By that he smant that "across the board"
loans or grants.for the priwvate echools are probably
unconstitutiooal; but specisl purposs loans or grants
probably are consatitutionmal,

The Speaker mads 1t Clear that he sees no differ-
ence between long-term loans to church institutions
for colisge dommitory purposes and other aids to pri-
vate colleges and the same kind of aids for parochisl
schoole. He amserted that ope of the greatest edu-
cation bills Congress bas passed is the Domable Prop-
erty Act through vhich schools, collages and hoapli-
tals, both public and privats hava benefited.

W¥hen asked if be would support an educational bill
in which the private schools are omitted, McCormack
said that if such & Dill vere reported out of commit-
tee, or 1f the Bouse etruck out such provisions io &
bill, be would still support it, even though he would
have bean in favor of lesving thes in.

One thing that disturbs some Protestants about
McCormmck's position 1is that he has nDever msde clear
statements about his viewe on separation of church
and stata, The most that he beme enid is that he be-
1lieves in equal and fair treatmsnt for all churches
and church sgencies. He claims that his record
supports thie position.

Since the election of McCormack as Speaker of the
House is an sccomplished fuct many Protestant leaders
indicate that his nev pesition may require him to
take & moderating position on church-state prodblems.
They eeem t0 be in & state of “"suspended judgment”
and are willing to wait and wses.
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Oraduste programs and fellowships the field of
religion upder the Fatiooal Defunse tion Act .

mve been eliminated by sdmimistrative regulation of
the United Btatas Office of Blucetion.

The new regulation vas published iz the Federal
Registar and signed by Sterling M. MeMurrin, U. 8.
Comminsiconer ¢f Rducation. Udbder the rule thare will
e 0o nev gradiate programs or fellowships approved
that in the Judgeent of the Commissiocper of Eduoation
are ot urgently needed "to meet the mational defense
needs of the United States,”

R. Orin Cornett, acting asseistant U. 8, Commis-
vioner of Education for Bigher Bducation and director
of the Division of Eigher EQucation in the Unitad
Btates Office of Elucation, said that there will be
oo wore graduats feliovships in the fields of reli-
gion, religicus education, church music, comparetive
religion, contemporary religions or any related sub-
Jects.

Corpett sxplained that there had been no fellow-
ships in theclogy after the first year of the FEation-
sl Defense BEducation Act but that some in religlous
sducation were grunted last year. Nov there will be
no moxe of these, he said.

The nev policy, sccording t Cornett, does mot
slizinate gradimtsa programs and fellowships in sub-
ety directly relsted to the national defense that
be tanght in priwvates colleges.

Exzaplas of the types of fellowships that sre be-
ing eliminated by the nev order are: theology, Union
Theclogical Sexinary, N.Y,; O0ld Testament atudiea,

ry University, Atlanta, Ga.; comparative religion,

pels Collage, Fhiladelphia, Fa.; church music,
Eastmap Schocl of Music, Rochester, N.Y.; theology of
the Proteatant Reformation and other Biblical
studies, Clarwmont Oraduate School, Calif.; Christisan
socisl ethica and church history, Duke Univeraity,
N.C.; and Buddhiem, University of Wisconain.

Iast your vhen there vas discussion in Congress

=
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about the revision of the Matiowsl Dafemss
tiom Act, the st Joint Cowmittes
fairs, st its meeting, voted to request
slimipation of all thwologioal and
fellowships from the progrem established Wy
Iv, o

Iater at bemrings befure the Semate suboowmii$-
tes ob sducetion, C. Bmanml Oarleom, exseuti
rector of the Baptist Joint Committes oa Mua,
!h:l.n, relayed this requast to the Congrees.

“When a Mational Dufesas Bducation Act 5
uhu to trein theologlans or wpecisliste in the
church-related disciplines for the sabe of oatiomsl
security, a confusion develops bHoth es to the ulti-
mats commitmepts and the appropriate msans. In 4w
thinking of the Baptist Joint Committee, theologimsl
sducation fs Deyond the propar soops of goverummnl
Progremming. "

Sen. Wayne Morse {D., Ore.), chairman of the aa-
cation subcommittee, interrupted Carlson to instrust
the commities staff to file a mssoTandum Om the
teaching of religion under the Fatioupal Defense Bia-
cation Act. This, along with axpreasiona from othw
mambers of Congress because of complaints from their
conatituents, resulted in the change of policy oa
the part of the U. 8. Offioe of Educatiom.

Although the Mational Defensa Bducation Act ites
vas not changed vien it vas extendsd last ywar, ta
sams results bave been scocmplished by adminiatrutin
action vithin the Office of Bducation.

According to Titls IV of the Fatiooal Dafanse M-
cation Act an educatiopal ingtitution wakes applioa-
tion t0 the U. 8. Office of Education for approwal of
& Dew Or an expanded graduate program. If it is
approved, fellowships mmy then he swarded to atudest:
for that school.

Under the NEationel Defense Education Act fellow-
ahips & student receives & three-ysar scholarship,
vhich gives him $2000 the first yesr, $2200 the
second year and $2400 the third. He 1s sllowed ax
additiomal $400 for each dependent. The school mxy
be grunted a miximm of $2500 a year for expenses
incurTed in teaching this student.
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