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AXERICAN BAPTIBT CONVENTION TAKES m.
70 STRENOTHEN FUBLIC A

The American Baptist Convention has taken steps to
strengthen the work of the Baptist Joint Committee on
Ablic Affairs, according to Edwin H, Tuller, general
secretary of the convention.

The explanation vap made to the semi-apnual meet-
ing of the Paptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
March 12-13,

Io the recent reorganizstion of the American Bep-
tist Convention & semi-independant organisation, the
Council on Christimn Bocial Progress, ves sbsorbed
inte the General Council of the convention. It im
nov the Division of Christian Socisl Concern. The
American Baptist Public Affairs Cosmittee has become
a departsent of this new division.

The pructical effect of this change is that the
Mptist Joint Committee on Fublic Affuirs now haz e
channe]l to the Amsrican Baptist Convention through
its Generul Council rather than through an egency of
the convention.

Tuller told the Baptist Joint Committes on Pudblic
Affairs that thie new move in Do way changed the 1956
agreepent of the American Baptist Convention which
vas also approved by the Southern Baptist Convantion
and the other Baptist bodies vorking through the
Joint Committee. He sald that the nev arrangement
sets up & Method of appointing the Amarican Baptist
Convention’s 15 members of the Paptist Jolnt Commi t~
tee on Public Affairs.

“There ia no attempt to minimize but rather to in-
treage the total impact” of the Baptist Joint Commit -
tee on Public Affairs on American Baptiet life, Tul-
ler sajd, "You will have in the future s much clear-
er and direct route than in the past,” ha concluded.

BICPA TO PRODUCE LEAFLET
RELIGION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

A leaflet on the 1ssues involved ip religion in
e public schools will be produced by the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

The committee in semi-annual session March 12-13
inatructed the executive director, C. Bmanuel Cari-
D, to prepare m paper setting forth a Baptist ‘ra-

Merch 1962

tionsle” in ean approwch to the prodlem of Bible read-

ing, preyer and religious programs in the public
schools.

The study will be reviewed by the Baptist Joint
Committea on Public Affairs nest October before it is
published for genersl distribution,

The issue of religion in the achools is coming
into sharp national focusm as two cases on the problem
are copsidared by the United States Buprems Court.
The Court will rula on s Rev York case involving &
ponsectarian prayer approved by s school board and
on = Pennsylvanim case involving daily Bible reading
in public schools.

In presenting this problem to the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs, Carlson seid, “The
groving popularity of ‘religion’ in all forms, the
rising excitement umually called ‘antl-commmism,
the juvenile delinqguency statistice, otc,, sre giv-
ing rise to sn urgency in many minds for the inclu-
sion of '‘religion' in the public school curricu-
lum. "

"at the same time,” “arlson continued, ‘minority
groups such am the Unitariesns, the Jews, the Ethicel
Culturists, et, =l,, are pressing for the exclueion
of 'religious' practices and observences which have
been largely traditionmal in the American public
schools.”

Carlson bas vorked on this problem previously. He
vas 8 copsultant with the Commities on Religion and

Public Fducation of the Netional Council of Churches.
This committee spent several years conducting studies
and conferences on the subject snd produced s sty

document on the “Relation of Religion to Public Edu-
cation,” which bas been widely read and commended in

Baptist circles.

More recently Carilson has worked with the Council
of Churches, National Capital Area, in preparing a
position paper on religion in the achools to be pre-
sented to the echool boarde in the District of Colym-
bie and surrounding suburbs.

To date, however, there has been no similar study
pade on the Baptiet "rationala" for an approsch to
ihe problem. It 1 this vacuum that the Baptiet
Joint Committee on Public Affairs ia seeking to rill
by its projected leaflet.
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feligious liberty Jrinciples 1f mograms to weet
buman peed involving Hoth the goverzampt sbd the
churches should be ssfeguarded, according 0 the Map-
tist Joint Committee on Fublic Affuirs.

At the same time the Maptist group insisted that
belp to needy persdns should be an important cometern
both of the governmmnt and of the churches.

A
The action vas taken st the semi-anouml mseting of
the Baptist Joint Committes on Fublic Affaire as it
considered the report of the fifth annual Religious
Liberty Conference vhich met ip Washington last fall.
The conferente studied "Church-State Aspects of tbe
Churches' Involvement In Human Need,”

Although the committee did pot adopt the confer-
ance findings as the positica of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs, it did "receive” the re-
port and "approved it in general” as a guide for the
staff,

Balker James Cauthen, executive secretary of the
“Southern Baptist Poyeign Mission Board, discussed the
rols of the churches during national emsrgencles and
in the distribution of govermmental supplies and ser-
vices abroed. Hs reported for Edward B. Willingham,
general secretary of the American Baptist Foreign
Mission Societies, who is shairman of the World
Jesuss Commitiee. OCauthen presented a four-fold re-
commsndation of the World Issues Committee vhich was
approved as follows:

(1) The churches should refrein froe becoming an
instrument of the government;

(2) The churches should sssert their purpose to
serve t0 the maxisum in meeting public disaster;

(3) The churches sbould assert their basic purpose
in making known the massage of redemption; and

(4) The churches should address themselves 1o the
task of cultivating a strong Christian faith to meet
any emergency.

+ ' The Baptist Joint Committee on Fublic Affairs a-
greed that in cases of patiomal or internatiopal
emergancies the churches and thelr agencies should
coopermte with governments to provide for husmn
needs. DBut "in the conduct of its long range minis-
try,” the committee said, "we would not look to the
government 1o supply the means for Christian charity’

Courts Redford, executive secretary of the South-.
ern Baptiet Home Mission Board, reported for tbe Io-
aeptic Issuas Commitise, vhich reviewed the confer-
ence report on church-state problems in caring for

dependents and the aging sapnd in programs relsted to
health. .

The report identified the church-state problems in
this area as seen (1) in prowiding financial meens
for instituticoal care, (2) 4o determining religious
instruction of dependent children, (3) in coopersting

vith courts in various fields, and (4) in setting up
receiving homms.

The coumd ttee agreed that there arw
ing bumsn nsed vhere the church and s :
in mutusl responsibilities, that the sta
tablish bapic health standards for iapti
cars, and that grante to individusl childrem for
short tarm services {n church institutiona would f"

.

violata separation of church and atate,

It vas further agreed that "dipect greats or sd.
sidized loans vhich increass the capital sasets of
the church st the expense Of the ATpAyers are
rejected."”

INDEPENDENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
{588 FIOHT

The United States Supreme Court has declined to
reviev & dacision by the atate courts of Florida
that members of s Presbylerian church vho withdrew
from their parent denomination cannot clais ownershl)
of tbhe church property.

The Court's action leaves atanding as final vord
in the dispute over coptrol of the Miami Besob (Fla,!
Presbyterian Church a decision by tha District Court
of Appeals for Dade County. In effect the dacisioa
says that & different rule of law 18 required for s
church with an "ecclesiastical" form of governamnt
than for churches with a congregationsl form.

The decision emplasizes that vhen mmmbers of & 1o
cal congregation are chartered by ¢ naticoal govers-
ing body snd accept its Book on Church Ordar, thay
sacrifice contrul over their local church in event of
a dlsagreement.

The legal dispute arose vhen members of the chured
voted 139 to 6 to disaffiliate vith the Presbyterian
Church in the United States (Southern) becausa they
chjected to ites membership in the National Council of
Churches and other ecumenical bodies. The vote todk
Place on August 2, 195k, the eve of the Second Assea:
bly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, Il
The members of tbe church made it plain they did not

vant delegates of the Presbyterimn Church in the U,6,
10 represent them.

They changed the nams of the congregation to Missl
Beachb Independent Presbyterian Church and continued
10 wvorship with the Presbyterian order of worship.

HBovever, minority members of the congregation, sal
the Fresbytery of the Everglsdes, local governing
body of the Miami sres, sought s court injunction W
bar Willis E. Garrett, the pastor, and meambers of tde

congregation from conducting an "independent church”
on the premises.

Circuilt Judge Fat Cannon ruled in favor of the
minister and the mmjority of members, holding that
they were conducting & Presbyterien church and ob-
serving that when 1t came to such matters as adopt

ing s revised confegeion of faith "the mmjority
rules.”

Judge Cannon wae overruled, however, by e unanl-
mous opinion of three Jjudgea of the District Court of
Appeals. They ruled in favor of the Presbytery de-
spite the existence of an article ip the 1941 cherter
of incorporstion of the cburch specifying that upon
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« vote of thres-fourths of the mesbers its affilia-
tion vith the Presbyterisn (hurch in the U. 3. could
be severed and it could connect 1tself with any other
"N t‘ M“.‘

The Juiges beld that when founders of the church
applisd in 1935 to the Fresbytery of the Everglades
for permission to establish a church and vhen they
organized thmt oburch, they made themsslves sudbject
to the Book on Church Order and "the ecclesisstical
govermment recognized thereby.™

"The majority vho vithdrew were no longer msmbers
of the mother church and, therefore, sfter withdruw-
sl, bad no right tc the uss of the church property,”
the Judges beld, with respect to the $187,000 edifice.

“In & repressntative fors of church goverrment,
individual mesbers of a particular church or congre-
gation sre free to withdrev their mssbersbip st any
time frow such church or congregation,” sald the
Juiges, "but they are not permittad to take the
church property with tham,”

Tha Florids Suprems Court reviewed the csse, but
sald {t could find no constitutionml issus and af-
firmed the Court of Appsals.

In their appeal to the U, 8. Suprems Court, attor-
neys for Garrett and the congregation ssid their re-
ligious liberty was viclated by Florida vhich insist-
¢d that they wust sccept "the overbearing...hisrarchy
of the Presbytery” and "integrate against their free
will vith pational organiszations” or lose their con-
trol of their church propertiy.

However, refusal of the high court to accepi the
appeal means the case im closad and will be resapded
to the original local court for iesusnce of an in-
junction custing the pastor and congregation.

SUPREME COURT TO HEAR AMICUS CURIAE
BRIEFS 1IN KEM YORX YER CASE

Amicus curiaes (friend of the court) briefs will be
submitted to the Supreme Court by major netional Jew-
ish organizations who are challenging the constitu-
tionality of prayer in public schools.

The Court sgreed to admit argument by the Syna-
gogue Council of America and the Mationel Community
Relationa Advisory Council. Another brief will be
filed on behalf of the American Jewish Congress and
ihe Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith. The Amer-
lcan Ethical Union will aleo submit a brief,

Although no date has been met, ths Court has
igreed to hear argumenta this epring against the use
of a one-sentence nonamectarian prayer approved by the
Board of Regenta of the Mew York public schools.

The suit wns filed by parents of seven children in
In & Nev Hyde Park, K.Y. school. Two of the parents
are Jevieh and one ie & member of the Society for
Ethical Culture.

The New York atate court upheld the prayer as con-
stitutional .

Te prayer required by the New York school board
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ises follows: "Almighty God, we ackmowledge our as -
Pendance upon Thee, and we beg Thy blessiogs ugon us,
our parents, our teachers, und our Oountyy.®

Scme observers of the Supress Court mre of the
opinica that the sdsission of the "friend of the
court” briefs indicates thet & wajor decision te in
the mking, This decieion smy bave far-resching sig-
nificance in other cases nov rieing io the nstian on
religious observances, Bible reeading and other prac-
tices in the public schools.

SUPREME OOURT REJBCTS APPEAL
OF SCRIPTIRE PRES) FOUBDATION

The United States Suprems Court has refused to
rule thet the Scripture Press MPoundation of Wheeton,
I11., is entitled to tax sxemption.

The Court mmde no commenht in rejecting the appeal
of Seripture Press.

Attorneyw for Scripture Press argued that the de-
cielon vould affect the tax-exempt status of many
denoeinetionally-ovned publighing houses. Whether it
¥ill or not must swvait further rulings by the Com.
missioner of Intermal Rasvenus.

Scripture Press, an independent foundetion, pub-
1isbes Desrly $2,000,000 & yeer worth of educationsl
mterials for churches, many of vhich are affilisted
with the FMstional Associstion of Evangelicals.

The Commigsioner of Internal Revenue in 1953 re-
voked Scripture Press tax exemption because the manu-
facture and sals’' of ite materiale is & business of a
kind ganersally carried on for profit. The nature of
the materials and the religious function of the
churehes using them did not affect the opinion of the
Court nor of the commiseioner.

SEMATE BILL INCLUDES CHURCH CAMPS
IN_EXPANIED CH PROGRAM

A bil) to include church-aponsored suaser camps
for children in the Nationsal School lunch Progrem hae
been introduced in the U, 3. Senate.

Sen. Jacob K. Javits (R., N.Y.) introduced a bill
(8. 2821) to amend the Mational School Lunch Act to
extend ite provieions to ponprofit swmmer camps for
children.

The school lunch program has served to bhelp dis-
pose of aurplus agricultural products aa well as to
provide & balanced dlet at low cost to the pation's
school children. The program operates i both public
and private echools.

The summer camps already have available to them
certain agriculturnl surplases under programe ofethe
Department of Agriculture. This nev program would
give more extensive aid than ie presently allowed.

NB¢ AIR FORCE REGULATION MAKES
MORE RIGID RULES ON SCHOOL RIDES

The United States Air Force has iesued a nev regu-
lation governing the transportation of dependent
children to public and private schools.
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The nev rule (AFR 21b-13) suthorizes transporta-
tion at Air Fores expense for dfpendant children to
ths pDearest privete school under certsin conditions.
The old regulation did the same thing, but the newv
one sets up morw rigid conditions.

It is the viewpoint of the Air Mree that military
1ife makes desands on families that would not be mmde
in normal life. BHence, the affort is made to provide
a9 nearly as possidble the same educational opportuni-
ties for thair children am they had bdefore being re-
quired to move around by the wmilitary.

The nav regulation prohibits transportatien at Alr
Force expense to private mchoola beyond 20 miles or
within one mile of the installation, or if the school
"is readily accessidle by regular msans of public
transportation.” Transportation is alsc prohibited
unless the school offers instruction in the faith of
the parent and unless it provides equal or better
education them the pudlic achool,

The pev rule requires the base commander to keep
transportation of children to school at Air Foroe ex-
pense at an absolute minimum. The Adr Force will not
furnish trenspertation either to public or private
schools until it bas been determined in writing that
such rides are not available st the expense of the
local educational agencies or through the U, 8, De-
partasnt of Health, Bducation and Welfare.

Wherever possible the Air Force is directed to
seek reimbursement from the local public or private
school or from the U, 8. Coodiissioper of Education
for expenses incurred in providing school rides.

The nevw regulation bas been issued after several
s of discussion both by the Alr Force and in ci-
vilian circles concerning the propriety of rides to
parochisl schools at Alr Force expense. The result
has been a tightening up of the rules on transporta-
tion of children to both public and private schools.

PRTUGUBSE AMBASSADOR IGRORES
RELIGIOUS LIBRRTY PROBLEMS IN ANGOLA

The Fortuguese asbagsador to the United States
claims thmt there is a friendly relation between hia
govermment and the vork of the churches in Angola,
both Fosmn Catholic and Protestant.

Faport From The C

His statemsnt, bowever, is in conflict vith ot
reports from the West African colony of Fortugal

Senhor Padro Theotonio Fereire's awmlustion o
religious situation cams quring the queetioa
following & speech to the Natiomal Press Club, Ia
his speech he defended the history and acticos of
FPortugal in Angola, Mozambique end Goe. He heat
conjemned those vho, ha claimed, are intarfering wi
the intermal affairs of his country and vho are
ing false reports of events in Angola.

Igvoring reporta of restriction oo religion,
Pereirs paid tridute to the role of the Roman Catho.
lic Church in civilising Portuguese territories.

Likeviee, he said that "Frotestant missions baw
been welcomed in Angola for mapy years."' He indioa-
ted that 25 such mission centers have been working
thare for a long time.

The ambessador only nodded his head in the diree.
tion of the raligious tensions in Angola., BHe seld
that Portugal had 1o expel four (Protestant) miuwsiom-
aries and one Roman Catholic prieet. 7The smissiom.
aries, be said, "had not done homor tc the hospital
ity" they had received in Angola. He had nd comsest
on the priest vho had been expelled.

Reports from Protestant missionaires contredict
the amhassador's position. Baptist miesion staticas
have been closed. Protestant missionsries tave best
accused of fomenting rebellion. Rumerous atrocities
bave been reported.

Baptiets have been accused by a Portuguese offi-
cial of being communiste beceuse there is a Baptiet
church in Moscow.

The Baptist Miseionary Society in London said,
"Edther the govermment of Portugsl does not know
wvhat is bappening in Angola, or knowing thinke it s
best to deny it empbatically., But facts are facts,
apd nothing is changed by emphatic denial.”

The executive committee Of the Baptist World Alld-
ance last year expressed “sbock” and "grief” at re-
ports "of offenses against basic righta, dignity,
property and life jtself” in Angola. Other religlous
groupe have alsc expressed alsru.

REFORT FROM THE CAPITAL
issusd by
Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs
1628 16th Street, N, W,

Washington 9, D. C.

Coopernting Conventions
Southern Baptiat Convention
American Biptist Convention
Fational Baptist Convention
of Americs

Fational Baptist €onvention,
U.8.A., Inc.

Baptist Gensral Conference

Rorth American Baptist
Gensral Conference

Bulk Rate
tf. 8. Fostage
PALID
Washington, D.C.
Permit Ro. 41353




