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Patriotism and Religion: There Is a Difference

By C. Emanuel Carlson, Executive Director
Baptist Jolnt Commitlee 0a Public Affairs

(This is the Innt of n series of three
srticles on religion in the public schools
and relsled matiers. In the current ma-
tional discussion on the place of religion
in publie life it would be helpful If defini-
tiona of terms and concepis were under-
nloed. This discussion by Dr. Carleen
makes a contribuiion in this direetion.)

Before me on the desk lie four

coins. They are good American
coins and bear only a remote similar-
ity to the Roman coin that Jesus
looked at and said in effect, “Let
Caesar have it, but give to God life’s
highest loyalty.” Presumably the
Roman coin was a ‘‘pagan coin!”

My coins are "“Christian coins.” On
each one is the inscription, “In God
we trust.” Of course there is no re-
flection op the public confidence in
American currency when we admit
that we pay little attention to the in-
seription but a good deal to the pur-
chasing power. Personally, it has
never occurred to me that I could or
should use silver eoins and paper bills
85 symbols of worship. When we
deal with money we look for “legal
tender,” and not for religious truth.
It ix a different level of volue.

What Is Meney?

Money, after all, is a medium of
exel ange. It-is neither religious nor
itre ‘gious. At one time it is in hands
tha. are motivated by faith and at
ane her time it is in selfish hands,
but 1 is still the same coin. It is part
of .y “economy,” and part of our
“Al erican way of life,”” a phrase

that means much to Americans of all
backgrounds.

Yet “Americaniam” is probably not
the “religion” of the great majority
of American people. The distinction
which Jesus made is still valid even if
we have an inscription on gur coims.
If we could agree on a usage of the
word “religion” which saves this
word for our highest loyalty it would
greatly facilitate understanding
among Americans of various religious
persuasions.

What Is Culture?

A nation’s culture iz made up of
such things as coins, fashions in
dress, language, dietary patterns, so-
cial customs, economic activities, so-

Information About
Public Officials

As a service to our readers
we are publishing in this issue
a complete list of the members
of Congress with information
about their political party, com-
mittee assignments, religious af-
filiation, age and occupation.
There is similar information
about other governmental offi-
cials. See page seven for keys
to the symbols used in the tables
on page two through seven.

cial organization, and thousands of
generally accepted traits, cuatoms,
and conventions. If a person accepts
every last one of these 80 as to be a
perfect conformist to his environ-
ment, he is nonetheless not a religi-
ous person unless these are the ulti-
mate, the highest commitment of his
life.

Can we not recognize and appreci-
ate our “social values” for the great
importance they hold, and yet leave
room for a divine voice and for divine
relationships? Much of our preach-
ing notwithstanding, the fact is that
acceptance of American culture and
American ways of life are not de-
pendent upon some particular form
of worahip, some creed, or even some
faith. Social adjustment is not the
same thing as religion.

What Is Religion?

Many of those who staunchly advo-
cate “religion” in the public schools
are really only asking that our cur-
rent system of values and patterns
of life should be handed down and
made binding upon the next genera-
tion. One of the most customary
argumenta for the New York Board
of Regents’ 22 words, which pur-
ported to be a prayer, was that it
was morally elevating and taught the
children to appreciate their heritage.
I know of no one who said that those
22 words would help people to know
God and to obey his commandments.

{See PATRIOTISM, page 5)
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HARRIB, Oren ... | 4 D .t IrC ® 65 |CL SIKES, Robert L. F.... 1 D | AP M| & [CLY
MiLLS, Wibur D. |, 2 D | WM M | Ba |CL
TRIMBLE, Jaea W. ... 3 D {DC,RU [ M | 88 [CLV GELORGIA
DAVIS, Jaho W.. .. 1 D |sa P ® | CLY
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EDWARDS, ®. Donloa. 9 D {POC,VA| U | 47 |B LYV HAWALS
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LIPSCOMB, Glenasd P.. 24 R |AP,BA | B 4 |B.CV ARENDS, Leslla C. 17 R | AS M | 87 |ABCY
MAILLIARD, Wiliam 8. s R |PA,MMF| B i& |B.CYV COLLIER, Hasold R. AT R | WM M | 47 |B.CJ
MARTIN, Minoe C.. .. .| e R | JUD L | s |LV \ DAWSON, Willam L. .. ... .. i D [pc.Go | €8 | 6 [C LV
MeFAKL, John J.... .. | 15 D |HAPW | E “ |C LV DERWINSKL, Edward J.. . Il R |PA.POC} RC | 3 [B.C.V
M R, George P.. 1 8 D iB8A RC | 12 |C.E.V FINDLEY, Paul. . ... caie | 20 R [ AG (3 a[CyLY
MO88, Jokn E.. ... 3 D | GO,Irc Pt 4 {H,CV FINNEGAN, Edward R. ... .. '] D | AP RC 57 |C. L
ROOCSEVELT, James . . 26 D | EL E 55 | B.C.V GRAY, Kenoath J.. . ol D | PW 1B sa |BCV
ROYBAL, Edward R.. 30 D |1la AC | 48 | T.V HOPPMAN, Elmer J. e R | RU :RC | 8 |ACV
SHELLRY, Johs F.... 6 D | AP RC | 8 |C LY KLUCZYNEBKL, John C.. ] D | PW RC | 66 [BCV
BHEFPFARD, Hu-n R... L D | AP M 7 {B,C LIBONATS, Roland V. ... ... 7 D |JUDVA| RC | 82 [C LV
BISK, B.F.......... 18 D |DC.RU |C/€C 52 | AR C MeCLORY, Robert. .. ... ... 12 1 GO Ft M |C LY
SMITH, H. Allan .. 20 JoB. |..0cenii-n M | 88 |[CL M KEY, Robart T........ 1] R | PW M &6 | AC
TALCOTT, Burt L. 12 R {BC M | a2 (LY MJCHEL, Rabert H.. ... ... 18 R | AP AC | 99 |[C.V
TEAGUE, Chatlm M., 13 R AQ, VA Pt ] C.L Y MURPHY, William T 3 D FA RC &3 |[ClLLEY
UTT, Jemaa B. ... ... At R | wM P 8 |ACL OBRIEN, Thomas J.. . ... - 6 D | WM RC | 8 |B.C
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BROTZMAN, Doeald 0. 2 [ R Jipc M [ o 6Ly SPRINGER, WillamL.........| 22 | R |pCIFC| P | 683 |C.L.°
CHENOWETH, J. Edper 3 R /| 114, 8A B ¢ |B,CL
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ADAIBR, E.Rama. ............ 4 R { FA VA M 6 [C L
CONNECTICUT : BRADEMAB, John.. 3 | o |EL M| |cr
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IENSEN, Ben F. . . @ 14 AP L 70 HCV ENOX;Vicior A. p—— . R R WM n 1] ABC
el et 0L : 4 R | HA IIA.§ P 8 | A B C LEBINSKI, John = L) Bl D | AP ° RC | 48 | B, C, V
SUHWENGEL, Fred 1 R |DC,PW | B 6 |B,CT MEADER Cowrge. ............] 2 R |Go,JUD| M 86 [C.L
SMITH, Nen) 6 D | AP M 2 |cL NEDZL, Lusien N.. ... ...... 1 D | AB RC | a1 |C.LV
O'HARA, Jamea G... ... ....| 1 b |EL RC | & |G LV
KANSAS RYAN, Harold M.. ... U D | PW RC | &1 |G L
AVERY, Wilism H. 2'' R |RU M £ | AL STAEBLER, Neil. .. ......... AL | D |8aA Li] 57 |B, v
NOLE, Boh. p 1 R AG M n C.LY
ELLSWORTH, Hobert F. | s R | MMF, E % |CLV MINNESQTA
FOC, VA BLATNIK, Jobn A. ... ...... A D |cgo.pW | RC | 81 |C T,V
SHRIVER, Gamer E. 4 R |JUD M 50 | C,LT,V FRAAFR, Donald M. . 5 D {FA T Bt T BT T
SKUBLTZ, Joe 5 R JHA A [ M % |C.LT KARTH, Joseph E.. .. "rd D |8a P o |ncyv *
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CHELF, Frank 4 b {JUD 4 6 | C, L.V NELSEN, Apcher. 2 R [DCIFC| I 8 | B, C
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PERKINS, Carl I}, . 1 D |ELLHA | B B0 |C.LT QUIE, Albast H.. .. ... ... 1 R | ac. M. L 8 |AC¥
SILER, Eugene 5 "R | BC H 82 ([C LY )
ANYDER, M. G. 1 R | EL Pt | %4 |L M1881885PPI R
STUBBLEFIELD, Frank A. 1 D [AG. MMF| M EE | B,CV ABERNETRY, Thomas G.. 1 D [AG.DC | M & |Cc L
WATTS, Jahn C. € D | wM D B0 | A.C.L COLMER. William M 5 b | |U M 7% |CLTY
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LONG, Gillls W. 8 D 1RC ] 8 LV MISIOUR]
MORRISON, James H. L] D ‘AG, POC E 54 C. L ROTLLING. Richurd b D RYU E 41 cCT.V
PASSMAN, Otts E. 6 D | AP B 62 [B,C V DANNON, Clarenes . . Ao D | AP B B [CLT
THOMIPRON. T. Ashlon £ D MMF,PW| RC a8 cC.v CIRTIR, ThomsaH. .. ... .. 2 R M U .18 C, LV
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McINTIRE, Clifiord G.. . 2 R | AG B 64 | A.B,C KARSTFRN, Frank M 1 D | wM E a |cL
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LANKFORD, Rithmd E. 5 D | A8, Go E @« [cLV
LLONG, Clarenes D. . e £ D A P B4 Vv NEHRASKA
M ATHIAS, Charlen Mei™. . ...l & R | DC,MUD| E 0 |BCLY BEERMANN, Ralph F.. <l 1 R | AG L 80 | A BCYVY
MURTON, Rogers C. B. 1 R (1A, MMF| E & AV CUNNINGHAM. Glean. .. ... 2 R |1IPC,POC| E 0 | B C
WRLES, Centten I Al D | EL RC | 4 {C. LV MARTIN David T.... ... | 3 R | EL r 66 | B, C
MASSACHUSETTS NEVADA
I TES, Whilam H. b R A8 RC 45 c.v BARING, Waltar 3., .| AL D 1IA, VA Pe £t B.CY¥v
U LAND, Fdward P. 2 D AP RC Bl (v 3
NFRKE, James A. . 1 D | WM RC | 52 |B.C. VY NEW HAMPSHIRE
VUNTE, Sivla O, . . t R | AP RC | 4 |C. LV CLEVELAND, Jgmes C. . 2 R | PW Pt @ | BCLY
| VOHWUE, Hareld D.. 4 D |JUD RC { 61 {C, LV WYMAN, ToulaC.. . RO B ¥ R [ AP c 16 |LV
ST Westinge . 12 R irc C 47 B,.C.V |~
M UDONALD, Torbert H.. 7 D G0, 1FC | RC | 46 | C. LV NEW JERSEY
A RTIN, Joseph W., Ir. 10 | R |8A . 17 { B2 AUCHINCLOSS, James C.. 8| R [DCPW | P | 77 [BCY
M CNRAMACK, John W. ® D RC | T |CLV CAMILYL. WillamT-. ... ...| 1 A | JuD RC | 80 | C.L
VAR Y. Beedtard | R | FA c T R A DANIELR, Daminlek V.. .. .. | 14 b |ELPOC| RC | B4 [CL
ILE, Thames ', 0. [ D | RU RC | 60 |B,C DWYFRR Flornes P.... ......| @ R [BC.GO | Pt | 8 |C ‘
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B INETT, John B. 12 R | HA,1IFC | RC | S8 | C.L JOELSON, Charles 3. ] D | AP ] 4 |C LYV
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MEALY. James C. ... || L L RG | a3 |Gk, ¥ JARMAN, Sokn. . s | D |1FC F| ooy
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O'BRIEN, Lea W.. ... .. 2 | D |marc| RC | o | C.a PENNEYLVANIA *
OSTEWTAG, Harald C.. 2 | ,8 [aP Pu | 68 [BCYV BARRETT, Willam A. 1| o |Be RC | & |B.C
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cant tool for the legitimate introduc-

Tn 1958 a little book was published

by the American Association of Col-
leges for Teacher Education as a
“}’alues Resource Guide,” It was de-
signed to help elementary school
teachers find books, films, pictures,
etc.. with which to teach young chil-
dren such things as: adaptability,
adoption, animals (kindness te), ap-
pre-iation of beauty, . . . bravery,
bre-hers, cleanliness, consideration,
¢o) entment, cooperation, courtesy,

thrift, tolerance, tradition, trust-

wo thiness, truthfulness, understand-
ing  unselfishness, usefulness, voca-
tio . work, and younger children.

he foreword of the book, how-

ev: -, refers to religion as a "signifi-

Fe' uary.March, 1963

tion of materials about religion and
valuesInto the life of the classroom.”
According to my vocabulary, not
more than three of its 114 topics can
be thought of as having to do with
“peligion.” Morality and values have
always been part of our public edu-
cation.

What Iz Moraiity?

The minority groups which find it
necessary to litigate against the re-
ligious practices of the public schools
are not objecting to the teaching of
morality and values as part of our
culture. They do object to making
a church of the public schools. Has
not the time come for a recognized
distinction between the two?

Religious truth, including the pre-
suppositions, their meaning in prac.
tice, and the sanctions that follow
upon violations—these can and should
be taught by familiea and churches
that are committed to these convie-
tions. For this they should have am-
ple time and equipment.

The pyblic achools may then trans-
mit our American culture and Ameri-
can way of life, with plenty of room
for appreciation of others and for im.
provement of our own.

When these distinctions become
clear and respected we can hope to
be through with litigations on religi-
oue issues. And perchance we can

(See PATRIQOTISM, page 8)
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PATRIOTISM, from page b
also have more good will as between

.American citizens.

Shall We Have State Religion?

It was the confusion of ‘‘social
valies” as “religion,” or the equation
of the two, which produced “slate-

churches” in other countries in
earljer centuries. Also, this is what
crucified Christ. .

There are some in America who

__beffeve that we must now follow that

course. 'They accordingly would
lump all “orthodoxies” together, and
place them on the same plane. Pre-
sumably they hope to raise the level
oé commitment to our distinctive cul-
fure so as to make “religion” of it,
in the hope that this will prevent
change. If this i3 done, religion will
auffer loss, without gain to patri-
otism.

At this point we meet the genius
of freedom. The ability to distin-
guish social, political and economic
forces from the power of God in hu-
man experience, leaves opportunity
for a well-organized social order
which is open to divine guidance and
judgments. Perhaps we have already
lost this ability, and this may be the
reason for so much litigation about,
religious practices.

How much of this work can be
done by courts and how much re-
quires inspired preaching is currently
not clear. Can the courts help us re-
cover and maintain freedom to be ac-
tive participants in the world and in
our own nation in particular, and yet
not be ultimately the helpless crea-
tures of public or political policies?
Certainly some of this burden of duty
will need to be taken on by religious
people and by their churches.

Church Group Advocates Tax
For Certain Church Property

Harrisburg, Pa.-—Church property
uged for non-religious purposes
should be taxed, a special committee
of the Pennsylvania Council of
Churches which studied the question
said here:

If a church competes with private
business in any,enterprise, the com-
mittee declared, the property so used
should. be subject to real estate tax-
ation. -

The committee, however, did not
go 8o far as to suggest any chhrge
in tax exemption for church property
used exclusively for religious pur-
poBes.

“Where the church competes with
businesses that are taxed, it should
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be sensitive to tha situation and be
willing to pay taxes,” the commit-
tee said. “The church should ex-
pect no governmental deference in
respect to activities not definitely re-
ligious.

“The more the church grows and
its possessions increasey the more its
responsibility to. the secular govern-
ment for services rendered and legal
protection afforded.

“The history of civilization con-
tains adequate warning that a rich
church, concerned more with privi-
lege and prerogative than with eom-
munity responsibility, is at the eve
of major anti-church revulsion and
attack.”

Heading the realty tax commit-
tee was J. Charles MeKirachan, pas-

tor of Pine Street Presbyterian
church here.

Pennsylvania laws and court de
cigsions exempt church property from
realty taxation when it is used for

religious or educational purposes,
such as parochial schools, play-
grounds, convents for parochial

schaol teachers who are members of
religious orders.

However, this concept does not
apply to residences of clergymen,
even when owned by the chureh, al
though many taxing jurisdictiom
voluntarily exempt 'such property.
(RNS)

Minister Asks Elimination
Of Church Tax Exemption

Niagara Falls, N.Y.,—A Preshy-
terian minister, speaking on the Bil
of Rights, suggested here that tax
exempiions on church property
should be‘eliminated if there is to be
“real religious freedom.”

Ray K. Hallin, minister of Bacob
Memorial Presbyterian church, said
there was about $3,000,000 in as
gessed valuation in church real estate
exempt from taxes in Niagara Falls,
not including school property.

Churches, he said, receive public
services without accepting the re
sponsibility of paying for them.

In his address to the Niagara Falls
Kiwanis Club, Mr. Hallin also said
clergy should not be exempt [vom
military duty, except on the gr nds
of conscientious objection, and that
niilitary c¢haplains should not bs sup
ported by the state. (RNS)
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