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Coer Stary

American Democricy, Based On The
Constitution, Is Living And D’ynamic «

Ametican democracy is protected through
a checks and balance system provided by
the Constitution of the United States. One

of the main func

tions of the Consti-
tution is to grant su-
thority,

* Bums and Pelta-

son in their book,

"Governmehit by the
jPeople,” sty of the
' Constitation: “The
- chief pucpose of

those who framed it

was to create a na-

tional government,
within the framework of a federal system,
and to endow that government with enough
authority to meet the excgencies of all times.
The Founding Fathers had leamed that a
wesk government, incapable of goveming,
is as great a danger *
to liberty as one that
istoo powerful”

Three branches of
government share
the authotity grant-
ed by the Constitu.
tion—the legislative,
executive and ju- -
dicial.

These political
scientists further
point out that the
Constitution itself is but the skeleton of our
constituliohal system. They say, “The fram-
ers knew that if the Constitution was to
endure there must be ‘play within the
joints’; it must be flexible and adaptable to
changing conditions. They did not try to
put it all down in black and white, but

Hubert Humpbrey

Jobn W. McCormack
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The result has been a living Constitution
that is rigid enough to preserve democtacy
but is flexible-enough to allow adjustment
to a growing, developing society. Thus de-
velopment of the Constitution has been
continuous since the original document was
ratified in 1789,

The Canstitution has continued to serve

as well through the varying needs of wars-

and depressions. It was effective duting an
agrarian society, and remains good in an in-
dustrial-scientificcommercial age. It pro-
tects freedom under mass media communi-
cations and air travel as it did in the days
of the buggy and the megaphone,

Al three branches of the government
have contributed to the development of the
Constitution and the function of the Ameri-
can government as we know it today. Itlus-
trations of congressional development are
seen in the Judiciary Act of 1789, which
laid the foundations of the national judicial
system; in the Presidential Succession Act

_ of 1946; and in the rules of procedure and

intemal practices of the Congress itself.

Judicial development of the Constitution
is seen in the power of the courts far ju-
dicial review, the power to refuse to enforce
those laws which are deemed to be uncon-
stitutional, and the power to order com-
pliance with constitutional principles.

Strong Presidents have added their bit to
the development of the dynamic United
States Constitution. Jackson, Lincoln, Wil-
son and the Roosevelts am\a’ted by political
scientists as having "an impact on our Con-
stitution at least equal to that of any of the
original framers.”

Because of this growing and flexible sys-
tem of constitutional government, democ-
racy is today more extensively practiced than
at any previous time in the natdn’s history.
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Report From Capital
Takes Advance Steps

REPORT FROM THE CAPITAL begins
1965 with & new format and with moce
varied coatent. Every effort will be made
to make tiis bulletin 3 useful piece for o
diverse sudience — denominational execy-
tives, Baptist editors and curriculum plan-
ners, teachers and students in classes relat-
ing to public affsirs, and church Jesders in
all categories.

Report From The Capital, implementing
the mandate of the Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs from its spoasoring Bap-
tist bodies, will seek to be an sccurate re-
porter, a responsible interpreter, and an
effective promoter of basic principles that
are essential to a proper witness to today's
world,

The aim of the new Repors From The .
Capital will be to give the reader the Latest
possible information sbout events that af.
fect the Baptist movement, agencies and
institutions. [t will seek each month to
present one “depth™ article that will require
gonuine research on the part of the writer
and thoughtfulness on the part of the
reader.

Other features will be general mews items,
aot only from Washington but from a3 wide
variety of sources, that are related to the
cancerns of the Baptist movement. A sec.
tion each month will be dedicated to the
“correlation services” of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs.

The Report From the Capital will strive
to live up to the highest standards of re.
sponsible Christian journalism in a special-
ized field. The readers should be sble to
quote Report From The Capital with com-
plete confidence that it is faithful to the
Baptist movement, that it offers reliable in-
formation, and that its interpretations are
done by competent guthorities.

The new Repors From The Capital will
seek to present a clear portrayal of the rele-
vance of the Baptist faith to the modem
world.
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Ezecutive Staff of the Commitice: C. Emanue! Carlson, ex-
ecutive director; W. Barry Garrett, aasociate director for inf
tion_servicea and editar of Report From The Capitsl; and Jamen
M. Sapp, sesociste director for correlation services,
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Nens — Vz'av.r— Trends

December 28, 1964

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS of members of the 85th Congress are 108 Roman Catholics, 94 Methodista,
77 Presbyterians, 70 Episcopallans, 56 Baptists, 21 Congregational Christlans, 17 Jews, 16
Lutherans, 11 Disolples of Christ, 12 Unitarians, 10 Latter Day Safats, 17 listed only as Prot-
estant, 7 not listed, and one each of a number of others,

DON'T PRESUME, HOWEVER, that these affiliations determine the ways they will vote. The political
complexion of the Congressman'a district or the Senator's state, the pressure groupa in opera-
tion, and a variety of other factors influence the way members of Congress vote,

MUCH MORE SIGNIFICANT for the legislative outlook for the new Congress are the results of the na-—
tional election 1ast fall, The landslide viotory for the Johnson administration, the increased
number of Democrats, the breakdown of the Southern and conservative bloc, and the reassigo~
meut of committee responsibilities Indicate that many of the legisiative Ioglams of the past will
be eliminated or lessened,

TAX AID TO CHURCH COLLEGES is at stake in a Maryland court case. Contested are state alfoca=-
tiona to four church collegesa in Maryland. The case was tried before an Anne Arundel County
Circult Court judge. A decision was expected by the end of December, 1964,

SEVERAL POSSIBILITIES ARE IN VIEW for the outcome of the Maryland college case. The Maryland
court may or may not rule that a violation of the First Amendment haa occurred. The Supreme
Court may choose not to hear the case on the ground that the plaintiffs have no standing. The
Court may without explanation refuse to hear the cage. In this event the ruling of the Maryland
court will be the precedent for such cases,

PRESIDENT JOHNSON WANTS TO BE KNOWN as the "educational President," He made a good start
in the B8th Congress, His new education program has not yet been announced. But there will be
the implementation of the present programs and increased efforts to pass legislation to provide
more aid to elementary and secondary education, The battle over federal aid to parochtal
schools may be fought on different grounds, OId arguments and answers may give way to new
areas introduced by categorical aids, poverty programs and ald to personsa,

INCREASING EFFORTS MAY BE MADE to shift the church-state issue in education from Washington
to the state Capitois, This demands an informed constituency throughout the nmation, State Iead-
ership in the denominations will have increasing responsibility in public igssues. .

THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT AND SUBSEQUENT ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS make it crystal clear
that where federal funds go public policy follows, The principle is positive that institutions that
accept public funds are to that extent public institutions,
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« By W. Bary Garrett

Vatican Coundil TI bas run three-fourths
of its course. Everyooe is ssking “"How do
you evaluste the’ Council by now?" ~

The answer to this question, of coutse,
depends on who is doing the cvaluating,
how much he knows sbout what ds going
on, what was expected from the Council in
the first place, and a wide variety of other
factors. If one is a Catholic, the evalus-
tion will be one thing. If a Protestant, it

will be another. Even here if one is a2 .

conservative Catholic or a skeptical Prot-
estant, thete may be differing reactions.
If final actions of th¥Council“are the

basis of dppraising the degree of “aggiomna.
mento” or “reform” in the Catholic Church, .

there are the constitations on the lituegy
and. the church, the decrees of communica-
tions, “ ecumenism, the Orthodox churches,
and the papal promulgation of Mary as-“the
mathet of the church” that must be studied
and analyzed. Even in this area'of faitly
concrete evidence, much speculation is pos-
sible, because decrees can be read, intets
preted and, spplied in a number of ways.

Qun-thic other hand, more has happened
at the Council than just promulgation of de-
crees. There have been long and heated
debates. There have been mouths and years
of study and research by special commis-
sions. There is a determination to “reform”
the church. A change of climate has taken
place: Many things have happened during
the Council that would have been impos-
sible ten years carlier.

Amoag the things that have happened

,are these: the bishops of the world have

come to each other on a personal
basis; libfralizing movements have won
every major battle in which the bishops have
had opportunity to vote; much of the inner
life of the Roman Catholic church has been
revealed to the world through the commu-
nications media; the church has taken a hard
logk at its relatiooship to the ecumenical
movement and has decided to enter into
dislogue with the rest’ of the Christian
world; the relevance of “'the faith” to the
modem world and its problems is currently
under debate; 2 major declaration on re-

ligious liberty has been discussed and will |
be before the Council when the fourth ses-

sion convenes; ‘s declaration on Catholic
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33 Appmsals Of Vatican Council II Point To Reform

relations to Jews and other non-Christians
has won preliminary approval.

Somgone has said that only an ignoramus
of & fool would dare topredict, with finality
what will be the outoome of Vatican Coun-
<l I1. However, most observers ate agreed
that never again will the Roman Catholic
Church be the sime.

PO e CIRE

W. BARRY GARRETT, Baptist correspondent
in Washington, D. C., war present in Rome
Jor six weeks each of the second and third
sessions of Vatican Council I, His reports
were, given wide circwlation both in the

United States and i Europe through the’

channels of the Baptist Press, European
Baptist Press News Service, and Baptist
Public Affairs news service.

Some of the discoutaging aspects of the
Council to date are: the success of a small
but determined minority to stall off or de-
feat a declaration on religious liberty; ac-
tions and pronouncements of Pope Paul V1
that scem to contradict the “yeform™ devel-
opments in the church; the decree on mass
media thst represents no updating of the
church and about which the Council “fa
thers” themselves wonder why they passed
it; the inability of the church to employ
democratic procedures within its own fel.
lowship; the many closed avenue for un-
derstanding while the bishops are struggling
for an “open” church; unecumenical state-
ments and pronouncements while at the
same time inviting the Christian world to
ecumenical dialogue. - Y

Two appraisals by Catholic writers of the
progress of the Council thus far illustrate
both the disappointment and the hopes of

Roman Cathalics for theic church, Michael
Novak wrote: “Many fellow Catholic 1
bave talked with these hast days—both in-
tellectuals and everydsy people—have been
deeply distressed.” He was referring to the
events of the last days of the thitd sesyion
of the Council during which the pope sad
the conservatives seemed to deliver telling
blows to "aggiorn‘lmm."

In writing of th¥ pope’s assignment of a
new title to Mary as the “mother of the
church” and his 19 interventions in the
schera on eccumenism Novak wrote: “At
‘best, his action seems in bad taste, offensive
to other Christians and scandslous to Cath-

. oligs.”

- He then concluded: “"Be that as it may,
our mutual sadness is a sign of how far we
have come in the three sessions of Vatican
Council II, a token of hope for much fur-
ther and more rapid development in the
decades ahead.”

John Cogley haited the Council thus far
as a “magnificent success.” He wrote that
“dugng the third session, the Ecumenical
Council reached its maturity.” His conclu-
sion is that “it is too late now for any
permanent revessal or retum to the pre-
Council Church. Too much has beea said
on the Council floor by the church’s highest
spokesmen, Their concensus, which indi-
vidually even they probably did not suspect
was their true belief until they came to-

. gether, is now too obvious for serious chal-

lenge.”

Claud D. Nelson, a veteran in ecumeni.
cal activities, has attended all the sessions
of the Council. In his summary of the
third session he recognizes the problems and
set-backs that “aggiornamento” has suffered.
He then writes his irm cenviction:

“But foundations have been laid, win-
dows have been opened. Whatever the
Council may do with its unfinished business,
including the formidable task presented by
Scheme 13 on the Chucch in the World—
and I remain a resolute optimist—~the cur-
rents that are flowing through the Roman
Catholic Church will continue to cleanse
and renew it. The currents may ebb, but
they will return. Let the non-Roman Cath-
olics not doubt the Catholic repewal; let
them be open to the cusrents that must
cleanse and renew their own house of
faith.”

Report From The Capital
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Baptins Defend Safeguard To Religious y A

A Stewmardship OF
NFLUENCE -

By Jamus M. Sarr

" Conventions Build Toward Consensus On First Ammendment

Suppott for the First Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion builds toward & Baptist consensus through sctions of numerous
state Beptist conventions in annual sassions.

Elsewhere in this issue of Report Froms The Capital you will
find a detsiled report of annual state convention actions with re-
spect to the First Amendment. Most of these actions occurred only
last November.

How did this happen? What contributed to this common re-
sponse (o @ cutrent issue on the naticoal scene?

This is & good example of basic correlation of a stewardship of
influence among Baptists in the United States at the state coaven-
tion level. It merits apalysis and study here.

Early in Ocober 1964, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs held its snnuai fall meeting in Washington. Present at
the meeting were twelve representatives of the Southern Baptist
Convention, eleven representatives from the American Baptist Con-
vention, and one representative each from the Baptist Genera
Conference, the North American Baptist General Conference and
the Baptist Federation of Canada. The executive leaders of all
five of these Baptist denominations were included.

During the course of the deliberations Dr, C, Emanuel Carlson,
executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee, reviewed the
“Becker Amendment” movement of 1564 and the hearings before
the judiciary Committee of the Howse of Represcatatives. There
was dixussion among the members of the role of the Joint Com-
mittee in presenting accurate information to the Baptist people, of
ity working with other groups and the Judigiary Committee during
the course of the hearings. The committee requested that the min-
utes record an expression of apprecistion for the materials that
were provided and for the work of the staff.

The director asked whether or not Baptists ace prepared to de.
fend the First Amendment as national policy. The committee
discussed possible helps that could be prepared by the staff for use
in the stetes in preparation for such an approach.

Two motions were made and approved: 1) That the staff pre-
pare a draft resolution that the state conventions might use in
defense of the First Amendment as national policy; 2) That a
position paper be submitted at the March meeting of the rommittee
cn the whole issue of the “prayer amendments™ incorporating new
approaches that show up in the new Congress.

Thus & resolution was formulated which was submitted to the
states for study. State executive secretaries along with resolutions
committees and special committees of the various conventions struc-
tured to deal with public affairs, church-state issues, eic. received
the resolution for use as a guideline. Some states used the resolu-
tion without modification, some chose to alter the resolution, others
inserted portions of the resolution in prepared recommendations.

To date 14 states bave spoken in annual convention session with .

respect to the Fist Amendment. This dynamic approach to a

Jeouary 1963

cusrent church-state issoe is & classic example of Baptists formulat-
ing & consensus of opinion and judgment. It presents the possi-
bilities for correlating cur influence in public affairs. It demon-
strates to government that, through dialogue and discussion, Bep-
tists still have dear insights into the biblical principles underdying
religious freedom.

A Suggested Resolution

77 (The draft of & suggested resolution provided state Baptist
leaders appears below. With little altecation this resolution
could be presented to associations and charches foe study and
discussion. Your church might wish to become a part of the
Baptist consensus in support of the First Amendment to the
Constitution. )

WHEREAS Baptist influence in behalf of freedom is con-
cerned with the freedom of all people and all groups; and *
WHEREAS our Baptist forefathers played a significant role
in gaining the adoption of the First Amendment to the

Uaited States Constitution; and

WHEREAS s religious experience to be geauine must be
voluntery; and /

« WHEREAS state and local establishments of religion are
i3 cocrcive and as injuricus to a true understanding of re-
ligious experiences as national estsblishments are; and

WHEREAS tendendies toward an improper iatrusion of
governments into the intellectual and spiritual life of the
people have become major problems for this generaticn in
many parts of the world; and

WHEREAS the needs and the issues of our day are so
acute that only a vital response to God can have real signifi-
cance a5 a religion, precluding the glorifation of any social
ot cultural heritage as being the equivalent of divine revels-
tion;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED

1. That the
hereby urges its churches and its members to use every con-
tact and infuence toward a worldwide understanding of the
nature and principles of religious liberty as the right of peo-
ple individually and in voluntary organizations;

2. That this Convention reaffirms its, commitment to the
religious liberty provisions of the First Amendment aad to
their practice as national policy for the United States; and

3. That the officers of the Coovention, Ssisted by the
(public affairs, or other responsible) Committee, undertake
to bring this concern to the attention of all the affilisted
churches, and inform all public leaders in the state about oue
consultations, convictions, and positioas.

Page Five




Catholic Bishops Disagree On Aid To Schools

' Two Roman Catholic bishops in the
United States took opposite sides an the
question of federal aid to paroghisl schools.
Francis Cardinal Spellman, archbishop of
New York, urged Vatian Coundl 1 in its
schems on Catholic schools and universitics
to ask for state aid to chuech schools.

Bishop Floyd Begin, bishop of Oakland,
Calif., countered, "I wouldn't waot Sate aid
for the schools of my diocese betause even-
tually we would be getting state coatrol and
I don't want that either.”

Spellman was urging the Vatian Coun-
cil to ask for state aid because he said the
propositions as they stood were intended
to affiem the right of children and their
perents to schooling, but did not seek money
from the public treffury for religious
schools:

Bishop Begin's remarks were made in

“response to press questions about the sppesl

by Cardinal Spellman. He said that the
U. S, bishops “are not unhappy with the
churdh-stare relationship we have in Amer-
ica, sithough I think some of our parents
This was a reference to parents of pato-
chial school children. He held that their
ate being penalized by a form of double
taxation.”  ~

The answer Bishop Begin would give to
church financing is by tithing. He has ap-
pealed for & Coundl position on tithing.
Judging from the questions put to him by
some Council Fatliers, he said, "1 don't
think they have ever heard of Christisa
tithing."

Churches Provide Prayer Before School

Many communities continue to struggle
over the “problem of conducting religious
exercises for school children and at the
same time comply with the letier and spicit
of the Supreme Court decisions banning of-
ficial prayers and required devotions.  °

" leaders in Barberton, Ohio, ac-
[ to. Religious News Service, have hit
upon a solution that seems to put religion
in the hands of the churches and homes
and out of regulstion by the school officials.

Thejyanswer to the problem: a devotional
service is conducted before school in a near-
by chuech. A student chapel service at 8:00
a.m. each school day is being conducted at
the Fist Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Barberton. Ministers of six dowatown

Protestant churches are cooperating. Each

of the ministers takes his tura leading the
services which require 12 minutes.

The service will be knowa as “Genesis”
because “it will give the students an oppot-
tunity to begin each school duy together
with God,” Ronald D. Homrighausen, pas-
tor of the Lutheran churdh said.

Barberton school superintendent Ralph
Ely said of the services, "1 have no objec-
tion so long as they are voluntary 1ad take
no school time.”

“In this day when expressions of religion
are pretty well eliminated from schools,
something should be done to reach the
young people,” according to Norman God-
bey, pastor of First Baptist Church. "“We
think this is 2 good idea, but whether or
not the young people will respond is some-
thing which we'll have to wait and see.”

Noxt month losk for

‘Vital Information On Church and State

a special two-page adaptation of a “Staff Report” on

US. Education and the 8%bh Congress

By C. Emanuel Caclson, Executive Director
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs

Every American will be interested in Dr. Carlson's analysis of cutrent edu-
ctional Jegislation and its meaning for the churches. The 89th Congress will be *
debating legisiation on education as a part of the Johnson Administration’s pro-
geam for a "Great Society.” Don't mis this timely staff report!
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Beptists Act On Liberty
(Consinwed from page eight)
by the people and that licenses ace gained
only by permission. ‘

The North Carclina committee fusther
ssid that “the FCC should enforce ity sul.
ings that people or groups of people under
attack should be given in advance the state-
ments to be made abowt them and the right
without financia) obligation to equal time
for o personal reply.”

With equal {ome the North Caroling
statemnent appesléd for freedom in the pul-
pit for ministers.

Texss Baptist Coaventien

The Baptist General Convention of
Texas apptoved a report of its Christian
Life Commission which lsuded Baptist ef-
forts to be true to the principles of separa-
tion of church and state and which called
for vigilance concerning “encroachments

upon our teligious liberty.” Two specific ¢

areas were named: (1) “the struggle over
the issue of tax aid to parochial elementary
and secondary schools,” and (2) “the effort
on the part of some to introduce a new
principle in American constitutional law by
amending the First Amendment to provide
for the state to place its resources behind
religious ritual and performance.”

The report concluded that “tampering
with the first amendment and the Coastitu-
tions’s guarantee of religicus freedom is to
invite the ultimate destruction of the prin-
ciple of separation of church and state.”

Vieginla Baptist Coaventien

The religious libecty committee of the
General Associstion of Vicginia interpreted
the Supreme Court rulings on religion in
public schools. The Court banned official
prayers and requiced devotions. “These
opinions are in accord with the tradition of
church and state separation, which has fong
been the Baptist position,” said the Vie-
ginia convention.

West Virginis

The West Virginia Baptist Convention
said, “We recognize both the wisdom and
the propriety of the Supreme Court deci-
sions relative to the Regents' prayer, pre-
scribed Bible reading, and the compulsory
recitation of the Lotd’s Pragec. In view
of this we oppose any change in the First
Amendment to the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States which might weaken its power, or
endanger our freedom of worship in
America.”

Report From The Capital




Under God’ In Pledge

WASHINGTON - The United States ,

Supnmecon:thumfundmmleﬂnt“\m-
der God”_in the pledge of allegiance is a
violation of the First Amendment to the
Constitution.

By its refusal to review & finding by the
New York state’s highest court the Supreme
Court in effect said thet repetition of the
pledge of allegiance in public schools, in-
cluding the phrase “under God,” does not
violate sepasation of church and state.
Neither does it deny the free exercise of
religion on the part of pupils.

In commenting on the action of the Su-
preme Court, C. Emanuel Carlson, executive
director of the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs here, said that it could have
been predicted on the basis of previous de-
cisions about teligion in schools.

(In its 1962 decision in the New York
Regents' Prayer case the Supreme Court
said: “There' is of course nothing in the
decision reached here thst is inconsistent
with the fact that school children and oth-
ers are officially encouraged to express love
for our country by seciting historical docu-
ments such as the Dedaration of Independ-
ence which contain refereaces to the Deity
or by singing officially espoused anthems
which include the composer’s professions of
faith in a Supreme Being, or with the fact
that there are many manifeststions in our
public life of belief in God. . . .” ‘

(In the 1963 decision on required prayet
and Bible reading in public schools Justice
Breanan in an exhaustive coacurting opin-
ion said that “activities which, though re-
ligious in origin, have ceased to have re-
ligious meaning"” are not violstions of the
Coastitution. He specifically referred to “In
God We Trust™ on currency and to “under
God” in the pledge of allegiance. He said:
“The reference to divinity in the revised
pledge of aliegiance, for example, may
merely recognize the historical fact that our
nation was belicved to have been founded
‘under God.! Thus rediting the pledge may
be no more of a religious exercise than the
reading aloud of Lincola's Gettyburg Ad-
dress, which contains an allusion to the
same histotical fact.”)

The New Yotk requirement of the pledge
of allegiance in the public schools was chal-
lenged by two Richmond County patents,

Japuary 1963

Commenting’ further on the court's re-
fusal Carlson said that. this activa may dis-
pet some of the worries about the loss of
religious references in patsiotic observances.
“"However,” he said, “a oourt opinion in-
stead of a mere refusal to hear the case may
have helped people distinguish between nas
tional ceremonialism and religious commit-
ment.”

"Do religious people want 'under God’
as a preseribed idea in the pledge even
though it must be viewed as patriotism
rather than as religion,” he asked.

ment to say that the astion is 'undec God,’
or was founded ‘under God.'” He then
ment by public sutharity has been of halp
rather than hindrance in gining a genuine

and a humble sense of on God.
Pethaps our national life and"heritage have
been more ‘religious’ and more ‘moral’ be-
ause of this encoucagement.”
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In 1964 when the First Ameadment to the
United States Constitution was under the
most severe attack of this generation, Bap-
tist bodies reaffirmed their support of the
preseat wording of the Amendment. This
survey summarizes the actions of Baptist
conventions that have sent information to
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af-
fairs.

Natienal Conventions

Both the American Baptist Convention
and the Southern Baptist Convention in
their Atlantic City meetings spoke out
strongly in suppoct of the First Amend-
ment prohibition of governmental promo-
tiop of prayers and celigious devotions.
Both conventions vigorously defefided the
present wotding of the First Amendment as
an adequate safeguard of religious liberty,
in the United States.

Eatlief in the year the general secretary
of the Baptist General Conference, Lloyd
W. Dahlquist, appealed for reliance on the
govermment of the Holy Spitit cather than
legislation for praying and Bible rceading.
Later the Conference in session at Rockford,
1. backed up its secretary by reafhrming
its commitment to the adequacy of the First
Amendment,

The North American Baptist General
Conference in its 34th triennial session at

. Sacamento reaffirmed its histotic statement
on religious liberty. It then brought its
resolution “up-to-date by stating that “the
U. §. Supceme Court has ruled that govemn-
mentally written and required prayers as
well a5 requiced devotions violate the First
Amendment.” The Coaference voted sup-
port of the First Amendment as it is pres-
engy worded in the Coastitution.

* State Convepiiows
Getting closer to the grass roots opinion
of Baptists many of the state coaventions
in a similar way voted their continued con-

fidence in the First Amendment. The Bap- |

Baptists Act On Religious Liberty

First Amendmens: Congress shall make mo law gespecting an essablishment of
religion, or probibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging*ibe freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and fto petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

basis for study by state convention resolu-
tions committees.

Seven state conventions approved the out-
line resolution without change (see page 4
for complete text). These conventions are:
Baptist Convention of Maryland, South
Carolina  Baptist Convention, executive
board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention,
District of Columbia Baptist Convention,
Baptist Convention of New Mexico, Florida
Baptist Convention, and State Convention
of Baptists in Indiana. Other conventions
formulated their own resolutions on re-
ligious liberty.

Alabama Baptist Convention

The Baptist convention in Alabama de-
plored the emotional reaction to the Su-
preme Court decisions concerning religion
in public schools. It said that “we should
study carefully the ruling and its constitu-
tional involvements before impugning the

The Alabama Baptists further warned,
“Baptists need not be excited over the deci-
sions of the Supreme Coust, but should view
with alarm the public reaction which often
plays into the hands of those who have no
disciplioed conscience concerning the prin-
ciple of separation of church and state.”
The Convention said that the decisions
should “not excite legislation, but rather
provoke a more patient examination of the
full religious freedom already granted in the
First Amendment.”

Ollshoma CowvenNen

The Baptist General Convention of Okla-
homa passed a resolution (1) opposing any
alteration of the First Amendment, (2) in-
structing all Convention agencies and insti-
tutions to refuse any federal fJnds that
could in any way be constructed as grants
or subsidies, and (3) opposiog the use by
churches or associations of food commodi-
ties or tax dollars for property improve-
ment, ’

The Oklahoma Convention also asked

tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, be-/ “that the rising tide of atheism be resisted

fore the fall state convention time, sent out
a sample resolution on religious liberty as a
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by all due process of law" and countered
by the preaching of the gospel.
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Kentucky and Morth Carelina

Baptists in Kentucky and North Carolina
joined their Oklahoma brothers in barring
their institutions from participating in fed-
eral aid programs, The Baptist State Con-
vention of North Carolina defeated a2 pro-
posal that the colleges of the convention
teceive federal aid under the Higher Edu-
cation Facilities Act.

In Louisville the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention climaxed a three-year debate over
the question of federal aid to its institu-
tions by asking them not to receive or solicit
grants from the government. The conven.
tion said dt would make every effort possible
to botrow money for its institutions from
non-governmental sources.

Freedom of Communications

In a separate action the North Carolina
convention approved a repost of its Public
Affairs Committee which dealt with the sec-
ond part of the First Amendment relating
to freedom of communication. The Con-
vention vigorously defended freedom of the
press and of speech.

Under the heading “Radio and Television
Freedom under the First Amendment”
North Carolina  Baptists appealed for
strengthening of the regulatory authority of
the Federal Communications Commission.
The action reminded radio and television
station owners that the airways are owned

{Continued on page six)
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