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How to Observe Religious Liberty Sunday Cover Pictun

More and more Baptists are seeking to 
become good stewards of their influence in 
public affairs on the local, state, and na­
tional levels of government. Many Bap­
tists are becoming aware of the continuing 
struggle to maintain freedom for people 
all over the world.

Why not enhance this increasing and 
timely interest in public affairs by observ­
ing the annual Religious Liberty Sunday? 
A Sunday in the middle of June would be 
appropriate.

To be sure, there are numerous church­
state issues relating to national policy. But 
each Congress pushes church-state tensions 
closer and closer to almost every commu­
nity in the nation. Our people need to 
become competent to speak to these issues 
as they become apparent on the local scene.

The question for church leaders to face 
then becomes, "How can I help my church 
to Use Religious Liberty Sunday to gain a 
clearer Baptist witness?"

The following ideas may suggest some 
ways that a church might use to highlight 
such a dayr

* Select an article or editorial from a 
late issue of one of your denominational 
publications on religious liberty. Lead your 
church to schedule a discussion of the ques­
tions raised in the editorial. Perhaps the 
men’s organization or the women's group 
in your church will respond to the idea of 
scheduling such a discussion. If not, one 
or two mid-week prayer services may afford 
the precise forum for such a discussion 
with which to lead up to or follow Reli­
gious Liberty Sunday.

• Ask the pastor to read publicly, or to 
call upon some member of the congrega­
tion to read from the pulpit the first ten 
amendments to the United States Constitu­
tion (Bill of Rights). This would afford 
a good way to lead into an announcement 
of the scheduled discussion on religious 
freedom.

* Provide a questionnaire on "Church, 
State and Public Funds," for your people 
to answer. Copies of such a questionnaire 
may be secured from the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee on Public Affairs, Washington, D. C. 
The committee would also like to receive 
results of the answers from your church to 
use in a digest as background for partici­
pants ,in an annuH Religious Liberty Con­
ference in October.

* Suggest to your adult and youth de­
partment superintendents and directors to 
plan programs on Religious Liberty Sun­
day around a religious liberty theme. Here 
again the thesis of the editorial or article 
from your denominational publication 
could be used as a theme. Or use one of 
the pamphlets, "The Meaning Of Reli­
gious Liberty," and "American Tradition 
and Baptist Insights," published by the Bap­
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

* The pastor might want to preach a 
sermon on a basic Baptist insight into reli­
gious freedom as it relates to a current 
church-state issue.

* A good many discussion ideas and 
sermon topics may be found in a monthly 
issue of Report From the Capital, publica­
tion of the Baptist Joint Committee. Each 
issue carries a depth article on a current 
church-state problem as well as news ar­
ticles, and other information which you 
are now reading.

BASIC FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY — 
(1) A religious experience, in order to be 
genuine and acceptable to God, must be 
voluntary, free, and uncoerced. (2) God 
is sovereign over all his creation, and he 
has not delegated his authority to other 
powers, to the state, or to the church. Man 
must be free to respond to God’s sover­
eignty. (3) Man was the climax of crea­
tion. Institutions followed in order to help 
man, but not to dominate him. j

Roger Williams Set Pattern 
For Religious Liberty

The cover picture is a drawing of Roger 
Williams that hangs in the office of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs. 
It was acquired in 1950 by J. M. Dawson, 
the executive direct^ of the Committee at 
the time.

In the November 1950 "Report From The 
Capital" Dawson explains that the picture 
represents Roger Williams in the wilder­
ness on his way to Rhode Island in the dead 
of winter to found the first Baptist church 

' in America in 1638. As the founder of 
Rhode Island, according to Dawson, Wil­
liams established "the first free state with 
a free church in the history of mankind.”

Commenting on the picture of Roger 
Williams, Dawson said, "It hangs in our 
office, a reminder of the heroism of one 
of the greatest of the founding fathers, 
whose statue in Geneva is alongside that of 
Martin Luther, John Calvin and John 
Knox."

The First Baptist Church of Providence, 
R. I. continues as an active congregation. 
Dr. Homer L. Trickett is the 28th pastor 
of the church.

The meeting house of the First Baptist 
Church was completed and dedicated in 
1775. Through the benefaction of John 
D. Rockefeller, Jr. the building was reno­
vated and strengthened in 1957-58.

Dawson in his book, "Baptists and the 
American Republic,” says that Roger Wil­
liams "set the pattern for the American 
Republic” in the matter of church-state 
relations. He points out that "Williams 
insisted: first, on separation from the Angli­
can Church; second, on absolute soul lib­
erty; and third, on separation of the church 
from the civil state.”

He also points out a lesson for modem 
Baptists: "In granting other groups this 
freedom of choice (in religion), the Wil­
liams Colony took all the risks inherent in 
free speech and democracy."

REPORT FROM THE CAPITAL—a bulletin published 10 
montha during the year by the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, 1628—16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009. A pur­
pose of the bulletin is to set forth information and interpretation 
about public affairs that are relevant to Baptist principles.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affaire is a denomina­
tional agency maintained by the American-' Baptist Convention, 
Baptist Federation of Canada, Baptist General Conference, Na­
tional Baptist Convention, National Baptist Convention, Inc., 
North American Baptist General Conference, Seventh Day Baptist 
General Conference, and the Southern Baptist Convention.

Executive Staff of the Committee: C. Emanuel Carlson, ex­
ecutive director; W. Barry Garrett, associate director for informa­
tion services and editor of Report From The Capital; and James 
M. Sapp, associate director for correlation services.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES—Individual subscription, $1.50 per 
year; Club rate for 10 or more, $1.00 each per year; Bulk distriou- 
tion of 10 or more to a single address, $.76 each per year. Write 
for further information about Club and Bulk distribution plans.
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Washington Observations
News — Views — Trends

May 26, 1965

NEW DECISIONS MAY FACE CHURCH-RELATED COLLEGES if recommendations of the House 
Banking and Currency Committee are approved. In the proposed Housing and Urban Devel­
opment Act of 1965 the Committee is recommending a ceiling of 3 percent for the interest 
rate for colfege housing loans. Current rate is 3-3/4 percent, including 1/4 percent for 
administrative costs.

MANY CHURCH BODIES have authorized their schools to accept federal Ioans because, it was 
claimed, the 3-3/4 percent rate paid the costs. The new problem will arise if it is deter­
mined that the 3 percent rate results in a subsidy from the government.

THE NEW PROPOSED HIGHER EDUCATION ACT OF 1965 has now passed the House Special 
Education Subcommittee and is before the House Education and Labor Committee. It was 
reported unanimously by both Democratic and Republican members of the subcommittee. 
The new bill includes grants to build classrooms, libraries and laboratories. A commit­
tee fight has developed over a proposed scholarship program of grants worth $200 to $800 
a year to needy students.

THE WORLD AWAITS THE DECISION IN CUBA on the fate of 34 Baptists there who were tried 
in a Havana court on May 14 on charges of espionage, counter-revolutionary activities and 
violations of currency regulations. The government asked for sentences ranging up to 30 
years. Included in the g/oup are two Southern Baptist missionaries, Herbert Caudill and 
David Fite.

THE BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE has asked Baptists of the world to join in prayer for those 
arrested in Cuba. Wayne Dehoney, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, wired 
Castro asking him to take into account the devotion to the Cuban people and the many years 
of sacrificial, humanitarian service rendered by the missionaries. Speculation is heard 
over whether the Cuban government will sentence the missionaries to prison or banish 
them from the country.

THE U. S. SENATE VOTED APPROVAL of the voting rights bill now before Congress. Although 
the Senate rejected an anti-poll tax amendment to the bill, it later adopted a declaration 
that the constitutional right of citizens of the U. S. A. to vote is denied or abridged in cer­
tain states by the requirement that a poll tax be paid as a condition for voting.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE HOUSE VOTING BILL outlaws the poll tax. The Leadership Con­
ference on Civil Rights, an independent organization, says that the House version is bet­
ter than the Senate's bill in eight ways. It appears that both houses will approve different 
versions of the bill and that a conference committee will be required to iron out the differ­
ences. Quick passage of a strong voting bill is now a certainty.
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ORRELATINGHORRELATING 
■■ A Stewardship Of 
Hmfuience

r

Baptists stand side by side in their witness to religious liberty. 
We do this regardless of denominational uniform or shades of 
theological opinion on other matters. This coherence is all the 
more remarkable because it is attained voluntarily.

Baptist views on church-state relations are rooted in a basic gospel 
approach. For all our heritage, we are not simply constitutionalists. 
For all our influence in the public forum, we are not a political 
front. For all our petitioning for separation of church and state, 
we are not simply separation purists.

Indeed, we are far more complex than any or all of these. If 
not, we would never be able to stand together and stay together 
on the church-state issues^ Baptist insights stem from the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ .his entire gospel. Liberty is inherent 
in God’s plan for man. It stems from God's desire to set man 
free to choose whom he will serve. This strikes at the very heart 
of coercion in religious matters.

A Rnoiirca in Washington

Having 'decisively subscribed to this position, it was inevitable 
that Baptists would set up a resource for reporting and evaluating 
church-state issues in the nation's capital. They first named it the 
Joint Conference Committee on Public Relations and later the Bap­
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs. »

Each of-’eight Baptist bodies in the United States and Canada 
names-ifs own Public Affairs Committee. These committees come 
together to form the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

We find a striking similarity in the importance each denomina­
tion places upon its approach to public affairs, religious liberty and 
church-state relations. The highest elected and executive officers 
are usually named to each denomination’s Public Affairs Com­
mittee.

Again, other representation on the Committee shows marked 
similarity. Committee members are drawn from posts of leader­
ship which the denominations consider highly relevant to freedom 
in the context of public affairs. These include executive leaders 
from the chief programs of missions, education, social concerns 
and ethics.

Other phases of denominational life are expressly included by 
some of the eight bodies. In most cases, both lay and clergy rep­
resentatives are provided for.

A CencMtad Effort

The common faith of Baptists calls fdr joint evaluation of com- 
mca concerns in church-state matters. In the area of public affairs 
Baptist bodies can pool their resources for a concerted stewardship 
of insights.

Thus, the Baptist Joint Committee becomes a working relation­
ship. It selects a staff to implement its concern. This staff is 
responsible for study, information, research, literature and inter­
pretation.

The sponsoring denominations support the Baptist Joint Com-

The Inter-Relatedness of the Baptist Witness

By ]/mbs M. Sapp

mittee with appropriations from denominational funds. This frees 
the staff members from promotion activity to raise money. They 
devote themselves to issues and principles in public affairs as 
related to die Baptist witness.

The Baptist Joint Committee carries out a program to inform 
denominational leaders and constituents in\he area of public affairs. 
Study and research are basic to such an educational endeavor. Cur­
rent information and interpretative analysis of legislation and other 
government actions are essential to a responsible Baptist witness. 
Also essential is a correlation of literature and action programs of 
each Baptist body, both on the national and local levels.

Two Aspects of Cohororvco

Coherence of this Baptist witness has two aspects. First, we need 
to share our common insights with one another to help our . people 
become responsible, informed Baptists in the area of religious lib­
erty. This means understanding the basic gospel insights whidi 
relate to each current issue. It also means interpreting with intel­
ligence and Christian forbearance these same insights to others, both 
private and public.

Second, we need to learn how to correlate a stewardship of our 
influence in public affairs. While we must never abridge our right 
to disagree and debate, we must learn how to arrive at common 
viewpoints. This will help us to test our facts and our inter­
pretations.

A worthy stewardship rules out a failure to read a new law or 
the latest decision of government. For some Baptists to speak 
from ignorance, some from unexamined concepts, and some from 
a well-informed position makes all to seem unintelligent and 
confused.

Orderly Procedurci

Once a consensus is reached among us, we find an effective 
stewardship in presenting our views to those who rule. This ap­
proach to government gives us opportunity for a Christian witness 
that commands respect. Only great care and precision over the 
years qui produce a confidence on the part of government leaders 
in the Baptist movement and its leaders.

Such an approach to government opens doors of opportunity for 
service which is not only respected but often sought by public 
officials.

Such witness of gospel insights gives strength to our Baptist 
programs at education, stewardship and missions. Government 
is not competent in the field of religion. But government can 
and should guarantee to religious groups the freedom to support 
their own institutions and programs, to propagate their faith both 
at home and abroad, and to educate and train their own people.

Our cry, "Freedom by the spirit and not by law," becomes mean­
ingful to men in government as well as to men in the pew, when 
both church and state function properly in their own areas of 
competence.
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Dual Enrollment and the Future?
By C. Emanuel Carlson, Executive Director 

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, Washington, D.C.

(Editor's note: It is the aim of the 
"Report From The Capital” each month to 
publish an article "in depth” on some sub­
ject of current interest. There has been 
both approval and disapproval of the dual 
enrollment provisions of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965. This 
article by Dr. Carlson is a creative approach 
to the subject. It should make a positive 
and constructive contribution to an educa­
tional practice that has now become a part 
of public policy.)

I. Presentation of the Situation
1. Historical: Rootage In The Past
With the enactment of the new Ele­

mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 by the U. S. Congress an old principle 
has gained a new emphasis and a new 
name. The idea of “shared time” has 
gained acceptance as "dual enrollment.” As 
such it now has under it the motivation of 
federal funds. The principle merits analy­
sis by church leaders to see how it can be 
useful for the best educational experiences 
for the next generation and for future gen­
erations.

Students of the history of educational 
ideas in the United States have traced the 
concept of "dual enrollment" back to Jef­
ferson. However, they may well have pur­
sued the point of origins back to the renais-, 
sance schools of both northern and southern 
Europe. The U. S. Office of Education 
recently commented on Jefferson’s thought 
in this way:

Jcfftroon'* Proposal

“Because it had no professorship of divi­
nity, the University of Virginia came under 
attack in 1822 as being ’not merely of no 
religion,’ as Thomas Jefferson wrote in a 
letter to a friend, ’but against all religion.’

"To meet this criticism and at the same 
time maintain the public character of the 
university, the always resourceful Jefferson, 
then rector of the 3-year-old institution, 
suggested ’encouraging the different reli­
gious sects to establish each for itself a 
professorship of their own tenets, on the 
confines of the university, so near as that 
their students may attend the lectures there, 
and have the free use of our library and 
every other accommodation we can give 
them, preserving, however, their independ­
ence of us and of each other’."

Back of Jefferson's ideas, obviously, was 
the long story of "affiliated schools” on 
which a number of Old World universities 
were structured.

2. Definitive: What Is the Idea?
"Dual enrollment" has been variously de­

fined and described. Essentially it consists 
in giving pupils the opportunity to be en­
rolled in two schools at the same time. In 
a slightly more technical sense it refers to 
such "dual enrollment" within the time set 
aside by law for compulsory school attend­
ance. And in simple practice it means 
giving parochial school pupils the chance 
to enroll in the public schools for some of 
their training.

Surveys of present practices have reported 
a Wide array of arrangements by which 
nonpublic school pupils have received cer­
tain kinds of instruction in the public 
school. Setting aside the related idea of 
"shared facilities," many subjects like home 
economics, industrial arts, swimming, and 
physical education often have been taught 
on the basis of "dual enrollment."

A WU. Variety of Counm

Similarly, modem technical subjects like 
drafting, data processing, and electronics 
have been made available in public schools 
to outside pupils. Even the sciences, such 
as physics, chemistry, and special mathe­
matics courses appear in the list, as do also 
arts, crafts, music, business, and many 
others.

Additional studies are in progress to as­
semble the record of experiences in differ­
ent states and in different fields. Admin­
istrative problems are obviously present, but 
these may not be as large as they first 
appear. A number of state attorneys gen­
eral have looked at their state constitutions 
without finding difficulties. Apparently, if 
it is legal for a pupil to take his whole pro­
gram in a nonpublic school, it is also legal 
for him to take part of his instruction in 
such schools.

}. Legislative: Elementary and Secondary 
Education of 1965.

While "dual enrollment" is a matter for 
state educational policy-making, the recent 
federal act in providing grants to local 
school districts does encourage the arrange­
ment. In order to be eligible for federal 
grants to be distributed on the basis of the 

number of low-income pupils, a local pub­
lic school agency must satisfy the state edu­
cational agency that provisions have been 
made to give "special educational services 
and arrangements” in which pupils from 
private elementary and secondary schools 
can participate.

A wide diversity of "special" "services and 
arrangements" is obviously contemplated as 
local educational agencies carry out their 
responsibility for public educational plan­
ning. The federal legislation does not 
prescribe what these shall be. However, a 
view of the scope of practices encouraged 
awaits the development of "criteria” for the 
administration of the Act.

Supplementary Educational Contero

The idea of public "supplementary edu­
cational centers and services” to be devel­
oped under Title III of the Act also en­
visions a larger public educational impact 
in the experience of private school pupils. 
The provisions for meeting the needs of 
dropouts, for continuing adult education, 
for demonstration programs, for advanced 
courses and special needs, for enrichment 
by guest personnel, for increased use of ra­
dio and television—these and other pro­
grams look toward more and better educa­
tional resources from outside the schools, 
both public and private.

While these provisions may not involve 
"dual enrollment,” they will affect the shar­
ing of "public education" as contrasted with 
private or church education in the educative 
process. The grants for "supplementary 
educational centers and services" will be 
made specifically to the "local educational 
agency" which by definition is "public."

Effect of Publicly Selected Books

An additional extension of the public 
impact on education will result from the 
supplying of publicly selected educational 
materials for use by the pupils who attend 
the parochial schools. While the provision 
of public state educational library facilities 
to serve pupils and teachers in all schools 
might give some relief to the families and 
the schools involved in parochial programs, 
the major church-state adjustment will be 
an enlargement of the educative role of the 
state.

When educational materials that are se-
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 5)

lected, purchased, and owned by a public 
educational agency are put to use in the 
learning procedures of a parochial school, 
a new kind of ''sharing*' takes place in the 
experience of the child. If this permeation 
of parochial education by public educational 
judgments and materials becomes really 
significant it might call into question the 
distinctiveness of the churches' foie in gen­
eral education. Such penneation can be 
expected to contribute to the extension of 
"dual enrollment” arrangements in an effort 
to relieve the churches of Hie cost of carry­
ing out what has then become a public edu­
cational program.

II. Some Possible Impacts on Church 
Educational Programs

1. On Parochial Elementary and Second­

ary Education
One may well ask, how will all of the 

above devices affect the private and the 
parochial schools? Perhaps a more sig­
nificant question is, how will they affect 
the church contributions to the general edu­
cation of the pupils?

It is difficult to see how an aggressive 
expansion and improvement of public edu­
cation can fail to reduce the proportionate 
contribution of church schools Dual en­
rollment can even be the precursor to a 
major transfer of pupils from private to 
public* schools. If this takes place the pub­
lic local educational agency now can re­
ceive federal funds as assistance for the ex­
pansions needed.

Ratranehmcnt of Church Program

A few observers have had apprehensions 
lest the "dual enrollment" arrangements 
give the parochial schools some relief and 
thereby enable them to extend bofh the 
scope and the longevity of the parochial 
efforts. The recent developments, how­
ever, indicate a retrenchment of church pro­
grami in general education, with the hope 
of doing a better job on religious instruc­
tion and the imparting of church values.

The introduction of some public instruc­
tion into the pupil's program, both by "spe­
cial services" and by publicly selected in­
structional materials, seems likely to reduce 
the sectarianism of the private school pu­
pils' experiences. .Some democratic and 
general contacts and appreciations would 
normally result.

Thoughtful educators, both public and 
private, want to equip the child with the 
knowledge and the skills needed for effec- 
tjve living in the community, the nation, 
and the world. No one really wants a 

"ghetto." Perhaps one is not over-opti­
mistic in hoping that the new inter-related- 
ness of instructional programs can strengthen 
the true goals of both church and state in 
the child’s growth.

2. On the Chutch-Sporyored Higher Edu­
cation

If the dual enrollment idea had its Amer­
ican origin at the university level, one may 
well anticipate the return of the idea to 
the field of higher education. While the 
recent federal enactment deals with ele­
mentary and secondary education, the prin­
ciple is applicable at all levels.

Denominationally owned and operated 
colleges are now seriously facing the ques­
tions of their future. Can they survive 
without public funds? Can they remain 
sectarian with public funds? Already many 
church and college leaders are considering 
curtailing the scope of work which is at­
tempted in the church-related college.

If this trend of inquiry continues, the idea 
of "affiliating” the schools into groups is the 
obvious next step. Clustering colleges 
around major universities so as to make 
"dual enrollment" possible could offer the 
churches the opportunities they need in 
higher education without being broken by 
the expanding costs of the sciences and other 
costly items in higher education.

Trenda Hava Already Begun

Fields of study such as atomic science 
and numerous areas of research have already 
begun a process of coagulation resulting in 
larger units for specific purposes. State 
systems of higher education are emerging in 
some areas, with a simultaneous rise of in­
stitutional specialization.

Once upon a time an institution was a 
university (universitas) if it offered instruc­
tion in all seven of the liberal classical 
disciplines. That is, the trivium and the 
quadrivium (i.e., grammar, logic and rhe­
toric, plus the four sciences, geometry, as­
tronomy, arithmetic, and music) constituted 
"all knowledge.”

In the present-day culture of science and 
technology, post-high school education must 
relate itself to the actual demands for per­
sonnel that have the skills and the informa­
tion needed. The rapid diversification of 
occupational training and the rapidly rising 
standards connected with each will clearly 
produce the most drastic re-working of 
higher educational programs since the days 
of the renaissance.

Future Role of the Churches

On the American scene the churches have 
carried a major role in higher education. 
Their contribution has been measured by 

their many schools and their many students. 
But the churches cannot do the job demand­
ed by present day industry, communications, 
professions, and research.

The "liberal arts” took their modem key 
role in higher education during the period 
of the renaissance in Europe, but that was 
a time when higher education was aimed 
primarily to prepare people for church- 
related vocations and services. Thus, the 
liberal arts have served well and long as 
the core of general education by means of 
which church- agencies have expressed and 
applied the ideas of the Christian faith.

On the modem scene, however, the needs 
of a scientific economy, of a scientific mili­
tary, of an increasingly scientific society, 
have already produced drastic changes in 
higher education and, clearly, there is more 
coming. What then will be the new role 
of the churches?

Panama for 'Goring In*

If the churches decide to hold their 
schools to the emphasis on the liberal arts, 
then those schools will soon recognize their 
needs of "gearing in” relationships of vari­
ous kinds with specialized and advanced 
programs. Some of these "gearing in" ar­
rangements might take the form of geo­
graphic proximity of two or more schools, 
or they may take the form of inter-school 
transfers by the students.

A whole array of different ■ patterns are 
possible for different fields and different 
educational objectives. "Dual enrollment" 
could then find its largest significance in 
higher education.

III. In Search of the Value*
In Church-Sponsortd Education

Christians usually try to represent the 
values of personal worth and fulfillment 
under God, in preference to the advance­
ment of institutional programs or goals. 
What, then, are the values involved in 
"dual enrollment" ?

It is directly related to freedom. Where 
institutions serve people, there is freedom. 
Where people serve institutions there is 
enslavement. The "dual enrollment" idea 
recognizes that people must have more than 
one institution that serves as a resource 
for information and ideas.

No one institution has all the insights, 
all the knowledge, all the wisdom available. 
The churches have Jong since proved them­
selves worthwhile as educational agencies, 
but where they have held a monopoly on 
knowledge ignorance and stagnation have 
resulted. But the churches have something 

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 6) 
to give and they should have a chance to 
give it.

In PnbHc-Spomornd Uacatten
Similarly, public education is here to stay. 

It, too, has proved itself, even if it cannot 
cover all the needs of a human being. It 
is not entitled to a monopoly as some 
communist regimes have given it. Yet the 
public role is bound to increase. More peo­
ple will draw from public resources for 
knowledge, and they will draw from them 
for a longer period of time. Education 
must be life-time experience in our age. 
Blocks of training may continue to exist, 
8-4-4-, or ■ otherwise, but the idea of "com­
pletion" is obsolete.

If freedom is to find the strength it 
needs in the modem world, all people 
should have access to the best institutional 
resources for their growth and develop­
ment. "Dual enrollment" could even be­
come "triple enrollment” if new resources 
develop.

Major Policy DocMom

A major move in the direction of en­
riching the educative resources of a com­
munity for all pupils and for all adults has 
already become law as Title III of the Ele­
mentary and Secondary Education Act. 
Films, television, library materials, labora­
tories, discussion centers, visiting artists 
and musicians, extension courses, guidance 

services, ad mj., become possible when the 
idea of "supplementary educational” facili­
ties and services begin, to be implemented. 
The current price tag is 1100 million, but 
it could easily be $10 billion within a 
decade. ’ ;

Congress made a major policy decision 
when they wrote into the bill the provision 
which makes these grants to "local educa­
tional agencies." This made them "public.” 
The extent to which church-related institu­
tions will have worthwhile educational con­
tributions to make, and the extent to which 
churches will encourage continuing edu­
cational experiences for their people will 
determine how much "dual enrollment” 
will affect the adult church population.

Recent Developments
(Continued from page 8) 

bate should be lay persons whenever pos­
sible.

Kauper, constitutional lawyer and mem­
ber of the ChOrch-State Relations Commis­
sion of the Lutheran Church in America 
said that thorny religious liberty problems 
will remain on the American scene. "If 
our approach to specific problems is con­
ditioned by true regard for the liberties of 
others and proceeds on the basis of rational 
anti temperate’ disetissidtt free from cliches, 
emotionalism and prejudice, then, indeed, 
we shall have taken a long step forward," 
he said.

New Climate in Spain
While the religious liberty situation in 

Spain is far from solved, the headlines over 
news stories coming from that country indi­
cate that a change in the dimate of Protes­
tant-Catholic relations is taking place.

Here are a few of the headlines that have 
come out of Spain the past two months: 
Pastors and Other Church Leaders Meet in 
Spain, Barroom Reopened as Baptist Church 
in Spain, Spain Licenses More Protestant 
Chapels, Protestant Gains ’Encouraging’ 
Spanish Council Is Told, Spanish Catholics 
Are Polled On Religious Freedom, Birth 
Control.

At meetings of Spanish Baptist leaders in 
Castellon de la Palma, March 15-19, plans 
for an evangelistic crusade in Baptist 
churches in Spain next October were made. 
They also considered opportunities expect­
ed from new legislation defining the posi­
tion of non-Catholics.

Jose Cardona Gregori, Baptist pastor and 
lawyer who is general secretary of the Evan­
gelical Defense Committee, reports that in 
the last year the Spanish government licensed 

38 Protestant chapels, giving them legal 
status. At present, he says, all Protestant 
places of worship remain opened, even if 
some, have not been officially licensed.

Other points of improvement have been 
relaxation of restrictions on importation of 
Protestant books, and easing of restrictions 
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on Protestant civil wedding ceremonies.
One of the remaining stumbling blocks to 

greater Protestant church freedom, Gregori 
reports, is the government's present restric­
tive definition of "proselytism” (which is 
illegal) as any "public propaganda of the 
Protestant faith.” «
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Recent Developments In Church-State Affairs

No Vatican Ambassador
Rumors that the appointment of an am­

bassador from the United States to the 
Vatican is imminent have no basis in fact,
according to findings of a careful investi­
gation at reliable sources in Washington.

The present domestic and world political 
and religious situation make the appoint­
ment of such an ambassador "incredible,” 
according to observations on the rumors by 
C. Emanuel Carlson, executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs.

United Press International reported cate­
gorical denial of the rumors by highest 
Administration authorities. Other reliable 
sources also confirm this finding.

Rumors such as this begin and gain 
impetus in numerous ways. For instance, 
on April 8 James Reston, columnist for the 
New York Times wrote an article from 
Rome. He advocated a United States am­
bassador to the Vatican. Some people 
thought this was a "trial balloon" to see 
what public reaction would be. Some other 
columnists took the same line.

Practically no attention was paid to Res­
ton’s suggestion until Henry Ckbot Lodge 
made a surprise visit to the Pope later in 
April. Immediately rumors spread that 
Lodge was in effect already the President's 
ambassador to the Pope and that he was 
reporting-in for duty. All that remained, 
the rumor said, was for a public announce­
ment to be made.

This was followed by a news release 
from Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State 
(POAU) that such an appointment would 
serve only to "promote intercredal strife."

In dismissing the rumors Carlson said 
that they "have all lacked the earmarks of 
credence." He gave President Johnson’s 
administration credit for being able to read 
the political signs of the times.

Right-to-Work Low)
Conscientious objectors to compulsory 

labor union membership are raising a reli­
gious freedom issue in the proposed repeal 
of Section 14 (b) of the Taft-Hartley 
Act that permits state "right-to-work" laws 
barriog union shops. -

Some minority groups, on religious 
grounds, are opposed to their members join­
ing labor unions. If compulsory labor un­
ion membership laws are enacted, this would 
force conscientious objectors either to vio­

late their conscience in order to hold a job 
or to be forced out of work if they follow 
their conscience, according to the protest 
being launched.

One proposed exemption clause being 
pushed by these groups would provide: "No 
person, who by reason of religious training 
and belief is conscientiously opposed to be­
ing a member of or supporting a labor or­
ganization shall be required to do so as a 
condition to his employment or continuance 
with any employer.”

Deduction) for Contribution)
The Internal Revenue Service has no 

rigid rule governing the amount of "out-of- 
pocket” contributions to churches without 
proof that they are permissible income tax 
deductions.

The New York district set a $78 limit 
on deductions that are allowable without 
proof. But this is not to serve as a rigid 
rule for other districts, according to an 
Internal Revenue Service spokesman. Vary­
ing conditions will be applicable in various 

* parts of the country, he said.

Baylor Aska for Loans
Baylor University trustees have requested 

the Baptist General Convention of Texas to 
allow trustees of Baptist schools to decide 
whether or not to use federal loans to 
finance construction projects.

The- trustees addressed a resolution to a 
church-state separation study committee of 
the convention’s executive board which is 
re-studying a convention policy statement 
adopted in 1961 which forbade Baptist in­
stitutions from accepting federal loans or 
grants.

The resolution adopted by Baylor trustees 
favored restoration of the loan privilege 
stating that loans are repaid to the govern­
ment and there is no subsidy to the school.

Ecumenical Liberty Conference
One hundred and twenty-five Protestants 

and Catholics met in New York City May 
8 for an Ecumenical Conference on Reli­
gious Liberty. It was sponsored by The 
Catholic World, the first Roman Catholic 
monthly periodical in the U. S. to be issued 
continuously for 100 years.

The announced purpose of the meeting 
was to "discover ways and means of pre­
serving religious liberty in areas of Catho­
lic-Protestant tension: birth control, paro­
chial education, mixed marriages.”
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Fr. John B. Sheerin, editor of The 
Catholic World, was one of the speakers. 
Others were John C. Bennett, president of 
Union Theological Seminary, N. Y.; Wil­
liam B. Ball, prominent Catholic attorney; 
Prof. Paul G. Kauper of the University of 
Michigan Law School.

Sheerin stated that the declaration on 
religious liberty by Vatican Council II is 
scheduled to be acted on early in the ses­
sion that begins Sept. 14. "Undoubtedly, 
in every country including our own, the ap­
proval of the document will tend to develop 
in Catholic clergy a greater sensitivity to the 
religious liberties of Protestants and reluc­
tance to use any high pressure methods 
that might constrict the freedom of Protes­
tant conscience," he said.

Bennett said that it would be "a catas­
trophe" if the statement on religious liberty 
at the Vatican Council is "rejected or seri­
ously weakened."

Ball precipitated a debate when he pro­
posed the following five rules to avert in­
terreligious conflict:

1. The issue, before it is publicly raised, 
should always be weighed in terms of its 
effects upon others.

2. The issue, before it is publicly raised, 
should always be weighed in terms of its 
effect upon community peace.

i. The issue should be reduced to a civil 
issue wherever possible.

4. The issue should always be weighed in 
terms of the desirability of framing it as a 
legal issue.

5. The actors carrying out the public de-
(Continued on page 7)
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