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Education Trends
Affect Church Colleges

WASHINGTON (BPA)—A special
study on “Federal Legislation and Baptist

A Center for Washington Rescarch Institutional Policy on Higher Education” | 38
. ! ints out that teends in Americen higher
The Library of Congress, probably the Egucntion are forcing church colleges g:lm:l
world's largest libraty, serves the Congress, their constituencies to a careful analysis of
administrative agencies, other libraries, and their purposes and programs. The. study |
the general public. - e . is a staft report prepared by the Baptist |
The size of its wn‘“‘?‘ B "“]“l‘“gf_ Joint Committbe on Public Affairs. I
over 13 million books and pamphlets, for The Higher Educstith Facilities Act of |
example, and 50 is its range—substantial 1963, which provides geants to coll d
proportions being in foreign languages. versiti fP tai & ¢ g
Variety also marks its holdings—photo- universities for certzin types o cons‘tt_muon,
- . : forced church colleges to some decisions as
graphs, moving pictures, tapes, recordings, heth these f
besille collections, rare books, maps, music, to whether or not to accept these l.mds: The
manuscripts, prints, . problems would be still further complicated
This vast scumufflion is,«fo part, the by the proposed Higher Education Act of
simple result of the fact that the Copyright {26omoy" USicre Sgtes -
Office is one of the Library's divisions, and Study o and ed}mator.s indicate
materials it acquires are available to the col- that American higher education will under.
Jection. go profound changes in the next decade or
The old main building, across the street so which will result from pressures such a5
from the Capitol, has just been tenovated. economic and population growth which are
Its magnificent lobbies and the rotunda read- outside the control of the colleges. .
ing room, with theit splendid statuary and L. Quincy Mumford “Compared to today, church colleges will
mosaics, are worth even the hurried tour- Libratian of Congress be different things serving their constitu-
ist’s attention. Besides, displays of photo. ) e chcies in different ways ten years hence.
graphs by the Washington press corps,sart  files of cureent infotmation, and spccm.lnc_d Thus, those responsible for these schools
work, bistorically interesting documents, and staffs are seemingly everywhere. Any pri-  must try to assess present trends lest they
a copy of a first edition Gutenberg Bible Vvate group that hopes to have influence here  find that in making necessary adjustments
are always shown there. must spend substantial effort on accumulating  their actual achievements are widely differ-
In the next block stands the newer addi- adequate information and organizing it.in ent from considered intentions,” the report
tion, connected by tunnels- and pnewnatic usable forms. The routine exchanges of in-  states.
tubes for ease of service with the main formation of all sorts, from glaring propa- It raises elements of direct and indirect
building. The continual growth of the 8&anda to substantial scholarship, is an ex- influence of government on private educa-
Library requires that soon a third structure pected Washington courtesy extended by tion “to indicate that the church schools are
will be begun. public and private agencies alike. more and more becoming integral parts of
The Library is unmatched as a research Your Baptist Joint Committee on Public 2 total American ‘system’ of higher educa-
tool. Through its highly qualified staff in Affairs has participated in this research and  tion and their special identity and role within
the Legislative Reference Service it answers ¢xchange of knowledge in measure as its the 'system’ is not defined or maintained
neacly 100,000 questions a year for harcied  limited resources allowed. This summer a  easily.”
Congressmen.  But scholars and the hun- new director of research services was added Questions facing both churchmen and edu-
dreds of private and public agencies that to the staff, and plans aie in progress to  cators are raised in the report. Baptists are
dot the map of Washington also can have involve Baptist executives, professors, and  particularly involved in a process of re-
access to its stores of knowledge, though seminary and college students in a growing  thinking theit witness in the field of higher
they must exploit these stores themselves. research and education program. education. A review of Baptist dizlogue in
The existence of the Library and the pres- The Commitiee’s new offices are "‘well lo-  this field since 1960 is presented.
sures of modemn government have made cated for these research and education efforts, A number of state conventions are cur-«
Washington, D. C. a center of research. being only two blocks from the Library of rently facing decisions as to what their in-
Experts armed with the Libraty, well-kept (Continued on page &) (Continued on page
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,:; OCTOBER 4 WILL STAND AS the Pope's day at the U.N, and in New York, Hundreds of thou-
ioa, samds of faithfuf Roman Catholics wifl be thrilled to see the man that symbolizes the body
ias of their faith. They will hear him as "The Holy Father' and listen attentiveiy to his
nlt:; moral teachings on peace.
of The TV cameras, however, will show the pope as a temporal prince on a throne with all
ate the accessories of a past royalty. Many thoughtful Americans will sense the incongruity
ler-, of a claim to political authority as contrasted with the persuasiveness of his concern for
' or peace and freedom, The Pope's vigit could be the clearest demonstration yet seen of the
Iaz problems inherent in a church's desire to be a state.
will PLANS FOR THE ADMINISTRATION of the Eiementary and Secondary Education Act (PL 89-10)
itu- move toward completion. The Regulations for Title I have been pubfished {Federal
1ce. Register, Sept. 15, 1965). State departments of education and the Iocal educational
wls agencies with impoverished families may now move toward projects. The appropriation
:'g waa reduced from $1.2 billion to $775 million,
f:; THE REGULATIONS FOR TITLE @I (Books and Iibrary materials) were aiso publigshed in the
same issue of Federal Register. They were followed by 50 pages of Guidelines that are
rect still far from clear on the role of the institutions, The Act stipulates that the aid must be
wca- to the pupils and teachers, not to institutions.
are
l;{ THE REGULATIONS FOR TITLE OI (Supplementary Centers and Services) are still in process.
hin An advisory council has met., The appropriation was reduced from $100 miilion to $75
1ed million, Reports are that initial focus will be on medel facilities rather than on services
to schools,
du-
Xy BAPTISTS FROM EIGHT BAPTIS1 BODIES in North America will assemble in Washington early
her in October for an annual conference on Religious Liberty, Participation is by invitation
in to denominational leaders, state Ieaders, institutional Ieaders, and others qualified in
their respective fields, Subject of the workshop type conference for the more than 250
il participants will be "Church, State and Public Funds.'" The annual meeting is sponsored
" by the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs,
‘:’f: POVERTY AMENDMENTS FINA LLY RECEIVED approval after weeks of hearings, debate and
ces conference committee struggle. A rare recommittal vote in the House sent the bill back
r::h to the conference committee before final clearance, Final authorization called for $1,785

billion for fiscal 1966.
vl

':l‘: CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY'S ANNUAL LOBBY SPENDING SURVEY shows that 288 organi-
zations reported spending $4,223, 894,72 in 1964 to influence Congress on legisiation, The
figure was slightly more than the $4, 223, 604, 80 reported spent in 1963.
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A Stewardship Of ’

An Effective Baptist Witness

NFLUENCE

* By JaMes M. Sarr

Study and Research . . . Basis for Responsible Action!

The annual Baptist conference on religious liberty is an appro-
priate and vital study conference. It is sponsored by the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs. It is preceded by resedrch
efforts and study on the part of Baptist theologians, educators, poli-
wcal saientists and others in the field.

Background papers are produced for preparatory study by all
conlerence participants prior to coming to the annual conference
held in the Nation’s Capital,

After assembling in Washington, conference participants hear
recognized speakers in their respective fields. The conference is
organized on a workshop basis and participants grapple with
church-state issues on the current scene. The conference is of neces-
sity invitational and limited to a few from cach of the eight Baptist
denominations which are represented on the Joint Committee.
Theretore, the question immediately arises, "How do we translate
the deliberations and findings of these conferences into useful in-
formation and background for action for our Baptist movement?”
How do we involve the greater numbers of Baptist leaders and
people in the problems identified by the conference?

The answers bring us face to face with the need for a correla-
tion of our Baptist witness to religious ]iben}.

Bapuists nieed to study church-state problems. This seems to be
a relatively simple assection.  Yet, for a small group of leaders
from eight Baptist hodies to study chuech-state issues annually is
far from a sufhcient research effort. Such an initial thrust cries our for
an appropriation by Jeadership of states, associations and chucches.
Indeed, the carelul examination of current problems by a pational
conferenge is only the beginning of a satisfactory experience for
Baptists. Church and association leaders also need to seek valid
questions and true answers. Baptists in every city, town and village
incteasingly nced opportunity to bring the gospel to bear upon
church-state problems both on the local and national scene.

Therefare, what are the criteria which need to be applied to bring
about such correlation of effort, insight and action? Space does not
permit a thorough discussion of an effective methodology or struc-
ture. However, we will list here some basic considetations which
ought to bé included in any schedule or structure. Perhaps later
we can examine each suggested phase more completely.

Retpomsibie Information

First of all, we need to make provision for supplying our people
with responsible information.

This applies to all levels or units of Baptist life,. A denomina.
tion has specialized resources which are responsible for providing
dendminational leaders with accurate, objective 2nd timely informa-
tion which is based upon hiblical insights that are theologically and
historically correct.  This information by all means must be relevant
to the denomination’s institutions and its programs of stewardship,
evangelism and missions. What~is true for each denominaton
within the Baptist movement is also applicable to its associational
and church leaders. In other words, our Baptist people have a right
to expect their chuech and denominational leaders to keep them
supplied with information and materials which flow from up-to-
date study and research on the part of responsible Baptist leaders
on current chucch-state problems.
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Meaningtul Answers

Second, we need to understand ways of implementing answers.
After the search for valid questions and true answers has been ac-
complished at the local levels of Baptist life we are resdy to
make these answers meaningful to our constituents and our com-
munity and nation.

This confronts us with the nced to understand the democratic
process.  No more complicated or stratified process can be imagined.
Some are content to simply write it off as bureauccacy. Many suc-
cumb to hating all forms of government and its officials, Some
fear that democracy is hopelessly dirty and refuse to get close to
its processes lest they rub off some of the soot on themselves.

Suffice it to say that the democratic process cannot be affected by
our Baptist movement from a posture of fear, hate, or disgust. We
will need to inquire and discover ways that we can speak and be
heard. Strange as it may seem, government is not deaf to the cor-
porate voice of segments of the rcligious life of the nation. Neither
is it unwilling to listen to the individual who gives evidence of
knowledgeability and discernment zccompanied by a spirit of help-
fulness and honest concern.  Therefore, we must find and define
ways of structuring a channel for the stewardship of our influence
in religious liberty.

Appropriste Actions

Finally, we must find ways for our people to take approptiate ac-
tions. The best informed person or group ready with the exact and
precise answers necded to solve the most critical of problems is often
nullified or ignored only because they used the wrong approach.

This factor, then, becomes a matter of developing the skills neces-
sary to assure eflectiveness for our movement. It means that we
must develop these skills for ourselves. In testing our ideas and
our methods we need opportunities to exchange thoughts and ex-
periences with fellow Christians. We risk failure if we adopt out-
moded ways of applying public opinion, We court disaster when
we act . without knowing all the facts, let zlone without knowing
the best method for the occasion. Negative responses based on
negative motives or selfish desires are never valid stewardship of
the gospel. The Christian faces the future with ideas, hopes, and
courage.

Therefore, the following questions become vital for all Baptists
who hold places of leadership, whatever the unit or organization:

1. How do we use responsible information?

2. Can I lead my people to formulate a position on 2 church-
state issue in my cty?

3. How de I lead my association to postulate a pronouncement on
eeligious liberty as it pertzins to an issue before the state legislature?

4. What design can | recommend or draw to precipitate in-
formed conviction and action by Baptists in my area?

S. When and how should Baptists stimulate response to their
elected officials on a given church-state issue before the Congress
of the United States?

6. What kind of actions do I lead my people to support? What
kind do I refuse to support?
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While the bishops of the Roman Catholic
Church struggle toward a formulated con-
sensus in favor of religious liberty, Baptist
leaders gather to share ideas on its meaning
in practice,  For centuries past Baptists
have had consensus on the broad principle
of religious liberty, but the application of
this principle has always taken place through
a diversity of policies, adjusted to the ares
and the times.

Many of the policy differences reflect the
different institutional goals and services ad-
vanced by the group involved. Under the
heading, ""Church, State and Public Funds,”
responsible Baptist leaders of 1965 will
grapple with programs that are now develop-
ing on the American scene. Some of the
drastic changes now in progress are iden-
tified in this article as a backdrop for the
application of the principles of religious
liberty.

In the American political arena there are
at least five major revolutions in progress
that are related to the applications of reli-
gious liberty to contemporary issues.

Political Power Attucks Poverty

There is a political revolution which is
extending political power and the benefits
of an affluent economy to the underprivi-
leged.

This revolution has noble motivation and
high drive. The cause stands out as the
important thing. The channels tend to be
secondary, and the structures of the past are
often held responsible for the failures of
the past. A new conscience has emerged
in the public mind. It demands that public
power be used to give “justice,” not “char-
ity.”  An expression of this conscience is
the attack on poverty seeking “self-respect”
rathec than “paternalism.”

As a manifestation of this revolution we
now have the “War on Poverty,” which
branches out into many kinds of activity.
It is 2 new program and full of “bugs.”
As this drive picks up momentum and works
out its institutions, its channels, and its pro-
grams, will the churches of the United
States be satisfied to stand by and watch 2
public extension of the “works of mery”
which were once symbolic of the churches'
concern for the poor? Must the churches,
either because of their natuse or as strategy,
be part of the “War on Poverty"? Can the
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A TIME FOR CONFERENCE

By

C. EMANUEL CARLSON, Executive Director
Bapiist Joint Commiitee on Public Affairs

churches resist the use of public power for
human betterment without suicide to them-
selves and their message? In the midst of
this dilemma lies our theme, "Church, State
and Public Funds.” Can we read the future
institutional patterns, or can we help make
them what they ought to be?

Physicsl Power Replaces People

An economic revolution rooted in the
methods of production may also hold deep
significance for church-state relations.

Since the "industrial revolution™ began to
cemake 18th centuty England, there has been
a steady and rapid increase in the application
of power as a substitute for human effort.
The sources of power have served to gather
people inte new concentrated productive
communities.  First we called them cities
and now many are “megalopolises.”

The Christian church found dificulty in
following people from the rural country-
side to the apactment in a city. In large
measuce the churches are still not quite func-
tional in city life.

Now the next stage of revolution s upon
us. It is the use of power to do the jobs
these millions of people came to the city
to do. Automation is at the point where it
can give us unprecedented unemployment, a
strangely shortened work-week and work-day.
If the church had trouble following the peo-
ple from rural community to city life, it
will have greater difficulty following the new
leisured population to their boats, to the
mountain retreats, and to their amusement
centers or entertainment dives.

Human life must be structured and or-
ganized. The progress of legislation and
regulation by public authority must con-
tinue as the density of population increases.
Government is the only available answer to
anarchy. However, organized life does not
automatically nurture human  personality,
competence, and responsibility.

Is there any season to expect that churches
can make a come-back and be a salt in the
earth, or a light in the darken~d room? Co-
ercion has its limits as a salutary force in
society. Should government enlist the help
of the churches in meeting the needs of de-
linquents, of the lonesome, of the idle, of the
dependent, er «/? How much then do we
believe in “'separation” of church and state?

Welfsre Maerges With Education

There is a revolution in methods and struc-
ture of education.

For approximately a century the ideals
and the practices of American public educa-
tion have remained relatively stable and
constant.  Presently, however, the United
States administration and the educational
leadership of the nation are both tooling up
for change.

Undoubtedly, one of the most radical
changes will be in the methods of financial
support for education. Local real estate taxes
have been the backbone of American pub-
lic education in the past, supplemented some-
what by an assortment of funds as state
aid. ‘The new, vast resources of the fedecal
income tax are now beginning to flood the
American educational scene. This influx of
fedecal money is revolutionary not only in
its source but also in its incidence of use.
It is being channeled to the less privileged,
to the areas and the people of need. It is
consciously aimed at the idea of giving the
best education where the need for it is the
greatest,

Furthermore, this brings nationwide edu-
cational planning to the American scene.
For the first ume. the nation undertakes to
move its colossus, and to develop a mobility
of educational practice which is commen-
surate with the mobility of population 2nd
the speed of development in our time. Ac
cordingly, we arc asked to envision a new
age of creativity in American cducation,
anticipating new institutions, new technmical
resources, and new all-community involve-
ment. Together, these will offer consteuc-
tive educational experiences from the cradle
to the grave. Again, what will be the role
of the churches?

The word “cybernetics”™ is already in cur-
rent use sith reference to the impact of
electronics on the human mind. Accustomed
as we arc to scientific breakthrough, it is not
dificult to imagine a time when individual
thought, personal convictions, and freedom
of conscience become experiences which are
heavily conditioned by innumecable “waves”
and electronic impacts. What is good church-
state planning in this kind of world?

Will Baptists use their influence to re-
quire that pupils must be full time public

(Continued on page 6)
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A Time For Conference,
. {Continued from page 3)

school pupils in order to benefit from the
new aids to the “educatiomlly deprived™?
Does this, in fact, mean “welfare discrimina-
tion" against those who because of religious
conscience seek church-sponsored education
for their children? Can lines and institu.
tional patterns be devised which prevent
“establishment of religion,” and yet do not
handicap the chucch-oriented family?

In this educational revolution, the churches
must also take account of the role which
religion should play in it and to attempt
to appraise the responsibilities that devolve
upon the church for religion. In short, if
“separation of church and state” is to be
a practical reality, it Inust be interpreted in
the new educational context, giving oppor-
tunity for good public education but avoiding
“statism."

For many church-related institutions the
csucial questions pertain to the support of
higher_education. Is there a real “separa-
tion” of the church and state in higher edu-
cation? Is there need of a distinctive
church-related ministey?  As a new and
larger public role in higher education de-
velops, should it mean the withdrawal of
church: programs from the field? s “co.
aperation” a possible and a feasible ap-
proach? If so, what does “‘cooperaticn”
mean?

Morallty in a Scientific Culture

There is also a revolution in knowledge
through public research and development.
Traditionally, culture and knowledge have
accumulated and grown very slowly, giving
the churches opportunity to assimilate it and
to become the dispensers of many of the in.
digenous social values. In some situations
“the church” has been primarily the steward
of the existing moral and social values of
the aré,” It has been a leading defender
of “heritage.”

In today’s situation where the federal
government zlone puts $15 billion into re-
seacch and development and private enter-
prise has a laboratory with every. plant,
the extension ef knowledge and the change
©f culture has outpaced the ability of the
church to' assimilate and to adjust to new
knowledge, to new value systems, and to
new attitudes. These traditional main con-
cerns of religion now have fallen to public
and private scientific analyses. As noted,
the airways are charged with forces of
change. While the public power looks to
a better future, and large private enterptises
corner their segments of public hopes and
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aspirations, religion could become the de-
fender of heritage.

Does the word “secularization™ mean the
formation of culture and environment by
f&rces outside of the church? If so, does it
mean that there is less religion ahead, or
just a different, less institutional religion?

All religions have sought to institutioaal-
ize themselves as part of the cultural life of
the people. If a new culture is in the mak-
ing, can the Christian church fit into it?
How is “pawer,” in its many forms related
to constructive living in these formative

years?
The New Powsr of the Citias .

We ate also in the midst of a rural-
urban revolution.

The scope of the socio-economic revolu-
tion can be seen in the political decline of
the congressional strength of the rural
blocks. The progress of political reappor-
tionment, the continuing rapidity of mo-
bility of population to the urban centers, and
the new public interest in urban life, all
point to 2 mew distribution of political in-
fluence in the nation,

The urban arcas represent different cul-
tures than do the rural areas. Hence this

revolution involves shifting social values:

Fears and anxieties are normal, particularly
among older. people.  Also, institutions are
passing that have been means to power and
economic stability in the past order.

Conversely, we can expect that the poli-
tical pressures and the forces of the future
will be different. The concerns for urban
problems will, of necessity, be institutional-
ized as programs and activities that meet the
needs of people where they live, Will the
churches represent the cural values?

In facing this revolution the churches
must face the question of their own insti-
tutional relevance. How, do they teach an
uthan experience of intégrity? How do
they reach people in apartment houses?
How do they help people who are in pov-
erty, or who are unemployed and, without
land or gardens?

The forces of history that played on the
American immigration served to place the
millions of Roman Catholics # the urban
areas. Those forces also served to establish
in the urban areas an institutional strength
for Roman Catholicism. This is now stra-
tegically located for the emerging public
concerns. Nevertheless, these changes and
their problems are not respecters of de-
nomination. What will be the patterns of
inter-action? Can Christians collaborate to-
ward a stewardship of influence in the face
of “secularism™? Or, will churches con-

tinue to neutralize one another in a kind
of deadlock of power?

Churches Chooze Their Powan

The creative developments of our time,
however, are not all at the socio-economic-
political level. There are developments in
church life which are just as important to
our theme.

There is a revolution tzking place in the
general attitude of churches toward reli-
gious liberty. ~

Typical of our age and with little refer-
ence to religious movements and groupings,
we may speak of a new "Christian anthro-
pology.” Man, rather than the religious in-
stitution, has become the supreme value.
After an age of “institutionalism” in which
“statism” was answered by “churchism,”
both now seem to be in decline in favor of
the recognition of human worth,

Closely related to the foregbing is the
revival of Biblical theology, and more spe-
cifically the rediscovery of the ideas of the
New Testament. Here, also, is a revolution.

God's love, mercy, and forgiveness are
offered to man in order that he may accept
God's grace into his own life and proceed to
live in love, mercy, and forgiveness with
his fellowmen. Grace is “given,” but given
to be a dynamic that man accepts. Thus
response to God and responsibility to God
and man are as inextricably fused as Christ
declared them to be. From this level of
insight institutional policies for the chusches
must be thoughtfully formulated.

The Library of Congress

(Continued from page 2)

Congress and short distances from several
church  organizations that have research
offices in the Capito! Hill area.

This expansion of the research potential
of the Joint Committee was thought neces-
sary in light of the development of more
governmental programs that raise problems
of church-state relations. For example,
careful studies of the church-state issues in
the administration of the new poverty pro-
gram and new education bills are now sorely
needed and their development is underway.

Education Trends
(Continued from page 2)

stitutions should do in relation to the gov-
ernment  programs available.  The report
steessps that “sound policy making in our
present time of educational revolution and
reform will require much more penetrating
discussion and study than can possibly take
place by bringing the issue” to the conven-
tion floor for a brief debate.
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Catholic Council Sets Forth Ideas On Freedom

By W. BARRY GARRETT

(Dr. Gartett is in Rome covering the fourth séssion of Vatican Council [1

as a Baptist news reporter.
sessions of the Council.)

VATICAN CITY—Vatican Council 11,
cacly in its fourth session, voted for the
Declaration on Religious Liberty in prin-
ciple. The vote was 1997 to 224, Fur-
ther refinements still must be made in the
declacation before it is voted on in detail.

The religious liberty declaration introduces
a revolutionary idea into the Romag Catholic
Church, Those favoring the action maiatain
that when completed and promulgated by the
Council it will be binding on zll Catholics.

The implications of this declaration both
for the Catholic Chuzch itself and for the
rest of mankind will be unfolding for the
next century. Rather than deploring the
fact that the Roman Catholic Church finds
it impossible to produce a fullgrown doctrine
of freedom both for itself and for others,
it is better to rejoice that the Church is able
to make this break with the past and turn
its face toward a new day of freedom.

Summoary of Declarstion

Theee paragraphs summarize the declara-
tion: .

1. "This Vatican Council therefore de-
clares that the right to religions liberty is
truly founded upon the dignity of the hu-
man person, as that dignity is made known
to us by reason, and especially by the re-
vezaled word of God. This freedom consists
in this, that man must be immune from
coercion, whether on the part of individuals
or social groups, or on the part of any
human authority. Consequently, in matters
of religion, no one may be forced to act
contrary to his conscience, nor may he be
impeded from acting in accordance with his
conscience, in private or in public, within
due limits."

2. "The Council further declares that this
right must be so recognized in the juridical
stracture of society as to become a civil
right, to which every man and every religious
body may legitimately lay claim. The preser-
vation of this right is the concern both
of the people and of the government, each
in their own way."”

3. “And lastly, the Council declares that
from this afirmation of religious liberty it
does not follow that man is under no obli-
gation whatever in matters of religion, or
that he is emancipated from God's authority.
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He also reported on the second and third

Nor does religious liberty imply that man
may esteem the false and the true as of equal
value, or that he is dispensed from the
obligation of forming for himself a true
opinion in matters of religion, or that he may
arbitrarily decide whether, and in what reli-
gion, and in what way he will serve God.
This matter of religious liberty therefore
leaves intact Catholic doctrine regarding the
one true religion and the one Church of
Christ.”

Conscience As Civie Right

The religious libesty declaration is limited
to freedom as a civic right. The problem of
“intetnal™ freedom within the Roman Catho-
lic Church is not touched upon in the docu-
ment. This fact is deplored by the liberal
element in the church, but they are willing
to settle for this declaration at the present,
knowing that the implications will inevitably
spill over into their own fellowship.

The present document, which is the fifth
revision, is not the final declaration that will
be promulgated at the end of the Council.
The debate produced a number of sugges-
tions for changes and improvements. These
will be carefully considered and worked into
the final statement.

There are many points of strength in the
document and some points of weakness.
The following list of quates is not 2n
effort to separate the two, but it illustrates
what the Roman Catholic Chusch is trying
to say.

Conscience: “Man always becomes aware
of and recognizes the dictates of this divine
law through the medium of his own con-
science; and this too contributes to the dig-
nity of the human person. [n all his actions,
thecefore, every individual is bound te fol-
low his conscience faithfully, so that he may
finally come to God, his last end.”

Coercion: "Everyone is well acquainted
with that moral principle, which forbids
that anyone be forced to act contrary to
his conscience in matters that pertain to
religion,

“But in our times, on account of the in-
creased appreciation of the human dignity of
the person both as an individual and as a
citizen, it is further demanded that in human
society force must not be used, either by

individuals or by social groups or by the
government, to prevent 2 man from acting
according to his conscience in matters of
religion either in private or in public, and
of course within due limits.”

The Problem of Limits

Limits of Government: "The competence
of civil authority is limited to the terrestrial
and temporal order with this deliberate in-
tent, that the human person may freely and
without hindrance tend towards his ultimate
end in accordance with his own conscience.
Civil authority must thetefore be regarded
as going beyond its bounds, when it inter-
poses itself in mattets which have to do with
man’s directing himself towards God.”

Limits of Freedom: “The right to free.
dom in matters of religion is exercised in
human society. . . . In the exetcise of their
rights, both individuals and social groups
must have regard for the rights of others
and their own duties towatds others.

“Civil society has the right to protect it-
self against the abuses that may arise on
grounds of the requirements of religious
liberty, It is the duty especially of govern-
ment (civil authorities) to provide this pro-
tection, not however in an arbitrary fashion,
but in accordance with such nomms of law
as the needs of public order demand.

“Public order is that good of society,
which tequires the adequate maintenance of
public peace, the proper preservation of
public morality, a peaceful accommodation
of the.equal rights of all the people, and
the effective protection of those rights.”

Role of Government

Protection of Freedom: "“The defense and
advancement of the inviolable rights of mzn
is the principal duty of any civil authority.
Government therefore must effectively un-
dertake, by just laws, the defense and pro-
tection of the religious liberty of all the
people. It must also see to it that the
equality of all the people before the law is
never infringed for reasons of a religious
nature.”

“From this it follows that it is wrong for
any government to impose upon the people,
by force or fear or any other unjust means,
the profession or rejection of any religious
creed, or to prevent anyone from entering of
leaving a religious body. It is all the more
contrary to the will of God, and a violation
of the sacred rights of the individual and
of the family of nations, when force is
used in any way whatever to abolish or to

(Continued on page 8)
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Catholic Liberty Debate Sees Sharp Differences:~

By W. BARRY GARRETT

VATICAN CITY—The vote by Vatican
Council I in support of religious liberty in
principle closed a sharp debate amoag the
cardinals and the bishops. The exchanges
pitted two American cardinals, 32 Italian
bishops and a Dutch cardinal against 2 mi-
nority voice of French, Italian and Spanish
cardinals. The vote was 1997 to 224.

Cardinal Francis J. Spellman, New York,
led off the debate in favor of religious lib-
erty. He said that the declaration before
the Council lays down the principle that
every man must be free From any and all
forms of coercion in matters of religion.

Cardinal Richard J. Cushing, Boston, said
that “denial of the right to religious liberty
usually brings on the denial of many other
civil rights.”

“I am oot afraid of the gospel of free-
dom,” Cushing declared. "“There are dan-
gers everywhere but one of the greatest is
the negation of liberty. We must preach
the whole gospel and a beginning would,
be the approval of this declaration,” he said.

On__the other hand, Cardinal Ernesto
Ruffini, Palermo, Italy, attacked the proposed
declaration on religious liberty. He said
that it is ambiguous to state that the role of
civil government is limited to the temporal
order.

Ruffini said that since all authority comes
from God, the state is under obligation to
worship God. He attacked the separation of
church and state by quoting from Pope Leo
XIII and the Syllabus of Errors by Pius IX.

The Italian bishop defended concordats
between the Vatican and certzin states that

now restrict religious liberty to non-Catho-
lis. “Nothing,” he said, “should be done
to infringe upon agreements mow existing
with special governments. Where the state
recognizes the Church and her rights, noth-
ing should be daone to change this.”

A Spanish cardinal, Benjamin de Arriba y
Castro of Tarrsgona said:

“We musf temember that only the Catho-
lic Church has the right to preach the gospel.
Proselytism in & Catholic state is bad and
must be repressed not only by the church
but also by the state, for reasons of the
common good. We should not work the
ruin of the Catholic Church in countries
where Catholicism is practically the only
religion."”

Not all Italian or Spanish bishops agree
with the above sentiments. Cardinal Gio-
vani Utbani, of Venice, spoke in the name
of 32 Italian bishops to defend the proposed
declasation. He said, "The mutual rights
of all men in religious matters must be rec-
ognized. ., , . Papal documents from Gregory
VI on zeflect a progressive entichment of
the concept of the primacy of the human
person.  This declaration is part of that
evolution.”

Most of the bishops who express them-
selves sound an optimistic note that the
Council will promulgate a strong declara-
tion on religious liberty. This is one of the
reasons for scheduling the subject first, to
send it back to the Commission for changes
in the light of the debate and to bring it
back in time for final vote before adjoum-
ment. v

Catholic Council

(Continued from page 7)

repsess religion itself, whether in the whole
human race, or in some particular locality,
or in a given religious group.”

Possibility of a State Church: “This policy
of religious liberty, however, does not pre-
vent the granting of special recoghition, in
the constitutional law of a state, for some
one religious body, when the historical cit-
cumstances of the people warrant it. But
this should be allowed only with the un-
derstanding that at the same time the right
of all the people and of all religious bodies
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to freedom in matters of religion is duly
recognized and observed in practice.”

Fresdom of Church amd Famfly

Religious Bodies: “The religious liberty,
to which individuals are entitled, must also
be recognized as the right of religious
bodies . . . so that they will be able to
govern themselves according to their own
jlaws, pay homage to the Supreme Being

/with public worship, assist their fellow

members in the practices of their religious
life and noutish them with their religious
doctrine, They must also be gble to pro-
mote those institutions in which their mem-

bers cooperate in ordeting their lives in
accordance with their religious principles.”

Rights of the Family: “Every family, in-
asmuch as it is a society in its own basic
natural right, has the right freely to regu-
late the religious life of the home, under
the direction of the parents. To the par-
ents, however, belongs the right to deter-
mine the kind of religious training to be
given to their children. Furthermore, the
government must recognize the right of
the parents to choose, with complete free-
dom, their schools or other means of educa-
tion, and in view of this freedom of choice,
no unjust burdens should be imposed upon
them. Government therefore violates the
rights of parents, if it makes obligatory a
single system of education, from which all
religious training is excluded.”

Conclusion: It is indeed obvious that all
peoples are daily becoming more and more
one, that men of differeat culture and reli-
gion are bound together by closer relations,
and that the consciousness of one's own
personal responsibility is increasing. In
order, therefore, that peaceful relations and
harmony may be testored and confinmed, it
is required that throughout the world reli-
gious liberty be made secure by effective
legal safeguards and that due respect be
had for the highest duties and rights of
men to lead a religious life in society with
freedom.”

Report From The Capital




