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Church-State Issues Shu‘nned In Poverty War

Thé War on Poverty is not receiving in
1966 anything like the support it received
in 1963. Sources on Capitol Hill say that
the poverty program is in serious trouble.
They expect the difficulty to increase.

The relsons generally cited are these:

® The war in Vietnam has reduced inter-
est and-budget for the war on poverty;

® The press has revealed weaknesses in

some aspects of the rotal program. These
.weaknesses make headlines while successes
de not;
* ® Local rivalries over control of pro-
grams betwgens such blocs as city hall and
leaders of Community Action Programs
have slowed action and given the appear-
ance of petty politics;

® Republican interest in finding weak
spots in the Johnson Administration’s do-
mestic program for the fall campaign;

® Noisy attacks on the program by some
of the militant poor and by some ultra
conservatives;

® Competition within the administrative
branch for sponsorship of the programs.

Whatever the balancing merits of the War
on Poverty and its chief administeative
agency, Sargent Shriver's Office of Economic
Opportunity, Congressmen from marginai
districts find that it is hard to support the
effort with any degree of enthusiasm. As
the present ‘House bill came iut of com-
mittee, the total program wilk be smaller
than the Office of Economic Opportunity
wanted. It will shift funds away from

Office of Economic Oppertunity's favorite

eftort, the Community Action Programs.
Though the War oa Poverty has been

problematic at many points on gm}nds of

developing church-state relations, Congress-
men have not found these issues of much
interest. Some chutch and divil liberty agen-
cies have protested the laxity of wefforts to

‘insure  adequate  church-state separation.

They, however, have had their protest
blunted by the action of other related agen-
cies which have been demanding that
the program be supported for the possible
good it might do.

In the immediste futuce, the War on
Poverty's seape will probably not be deter-
mined by how the Office of Economic Op-
portunity handles chucch-state matters. But
administrators of the program should be
more sensitive to all sorts of criticism than
they were 1 year ago. Thea they were,
relatively speaking, riding the crest of a
popularity boom. Perhaps such sensitivity
will encourage them to mind their chuech
state “P's” and “Q’s" more carefully.
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UNCERTAINTY CONTINUES TO PREVAIL about the future of Sen, Everett Dirkeen's so-called
"prayer amendment' {0 the Constitution. There seems to be a slowing down of eatlmsiasm
as the Senators get the message from the churches, They don't want the First Ameundment
tampered with,

SOME HEAD COUNTS ESTIMATE that if Dirksen foroes the issue in the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, the vote will go 10-6 against his proposal to take the matter out of the hands of the
subcommittee, More and more Senators are coming to the conclugion that a matter as ser-
lous as amending the Bill of Rights deserves the fullest hearing and discussion by the Amer-
ican public, Whether or not Dirksen will force the {ssue directly to the floor of the Senate,
without public hearings, remains to be seen,

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION at Detroit, Mich., May 27, passed a resoiution which
says {n part: 'In view of the renewed efforts to change the effect of the First Amendment
this Convention reaffirms the resolution adopted in 1964 with reference to the adequacy of
the First Amendment as the Iegal basis for implementing our concern. We coutinue to op-
pose any and all attempts to modify this guarantee against establishmeuts of religion and
against interference with the free exercise of religion,'t

CONGRESS 18 STILL IN A HASSLE over the extension of the Elomentary and S8econdary Educa-
tion Act of 1965, The Johnson administration wants the program to continne as it was ori-
ginalfy projected -- essentidlly a poverty program. Educators want it to develop iuto a
permanent "federal-aid-to-education" program. Many church groups and civil fiberties
organizations want to get the church-atate wrinkies ironed out, Wealthy states want a Iar-
ger proportion of the funds. Parochial school leaders want more for their pupils.

EDUCATION COMMITTEES IN BOTH THE HOUSE AND SENATE are struggling hard to come up
with agreeable amendments to the Education Act and to arrive at a consensus on whether to
extend it one, two, three or four years. Educators and the Administration want a four-year
extension. Those who object to the church-state practices that have developed want only a
one-year extension to give time to work out more satisfactory Reguiations in [ine with the
Act itsslf,

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE JUDICIAL REVIEW BILL? Hearings were conducted on the propo-
sal to test the constitutionality of a number of acts of Congress from a church-state point of
view, Considerable objection to the bill as originally drafted was encountered. Howeyer,
revisions are making the proposal more acceptable to many observers,

SOME OBSERVERS SAY THAT PROSPECTS for passage of a judicial review bill are almost nil.
But the discusaioa keeps Congress afert, encourages the Supreme Court, and sharpens the
administrative agencies,
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ORRELATING

A Stewardslip Of
NAUENCE -

¢ Correlating A Baptit Witnes

r . By James M. Sarp

How Do Baptists Share Their Insights In Church-State Issues?

Previous discustions on this page have in-
duded, "The Inter-Relatedness of the Bap-
tist Wimess." (June, 1963 issue.) We
have seen bow Baptist insights into religious
liberty stem from the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ . . . the entire gospel. Liberty
under God is inherent in 's plan for
men. It stems fromr God's desire to set man
free to choose whom he will serve. This
strikes st the very heart af coercion in
religions matters. :

This position made it inevitable that Bap.
tists would set up a resource for reporting
and evaluating church-state issues in the
nation’s capital. Here eight Baptist bodies
now provide for their own Public Affairs
committees to~come together to form the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

Importance of Pgblic Affairs

We have noted already a striking simi-
lacity in the importance each demomination
places upon jts approach to public affairs,
religioys—tiberty and church-state relations.
They usually aame theic highest elected and
executive officers to the public affairs com-
mittee. Other representatives are drawn
from their chief programs of missions, edu.
cation, ial concern and ethics. These
programs ure areas of Christian work and
thought which are most relevant to freedom
in the context of public affairs. Perhaps
there are yet others that should be rep-
resented.

This joint evaluation of common concern
in church-state matters presents excellent
opportunity for pooling of resources for a
concerted stewdtdship of insights for de-
nominational leadership. This can only be
viewed, however, as a beginning in any
desire for correlation of a Baptist witness
in public affairs.

Questions for Baptists

Thg teal question becornes, "How do we
share insights, viewpoints, research and study
with state, associational and church leaders
out across the nation?” In other words,
how do we carry out coseelation from this
continuous and valusble experifice by
trusted denominational leaders? How do
we provide enough of our people in places
of responsibility in the churches, associa-
tions and states with the opportunity for
adequate and knowledgeable involvement in
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probing the issues wnd reaching for their
own answers?

Can such a desirable goal be achieved?
We believe it an. *

Of course, it will not happen overnight
ot by wishful thinking. True, it will take
much time and energy of lesders at every
level.

Some will ask, “Is it worth it?"

The answer can only be expressed in
terms of the importance of our programs
of missions, education and stewardship. If
they are worth preterving, then s correlated
Baptist witness in public affairs is worth
every exertion we put forth,

Witnessing Demands Competence

The modern world and this nation in par-
ticular seems closely determined to provide
every citizen with equal opportunities for
justice, education, freedom and zchievement.
¢ Thus, the emerging need for Baptists in
every community to become competent in
dealing with churchestate issues is becoming
increasingly clear. Such competence clls
for understanding of the basic insights into
eeligious freedom.

® It means a knowledge of public laws,
ordinances and court decisions.

® It means an ability to lay hold of re-
sponsible resource materials with which to
prepare an adequate and rational position
which will demand the attention of public
officials.

® It means the ability to participate in
the democratic process to achieve worthy
Christian goals in a manner tHat enhances
our witness,

Curriculum Materiala

How can such large Baptist groups effec-
tively accomplish such an awesome task?
One way is through curriculum materials
which our people study and ready Such
items as lesson materials, special unit Studies,
seminar background materials and general
pieces in  denominational periodicals are
basic educational materials. The chan-
neling of basic Baptist insights into reli-
gious liberty through these curticulum mas'
terials is wel! underway in some denomina-
tions. It certainly is welcomed and pursued
at intervals in most. A continuing effort
to treat the biblical basis for religious ftb-
erty in curriculem materials of all the educa-

tional sgencies of a denomination is one
valid way of providing educationsl materials
on a long range basis for people in & cot-
related approsch.

Calls for Action Responses
+ Ancther principle method to be employed
in the correlation spproach is not so readily
appatent or attsinable. This is the need for
action responses to current issues and prob-
lems at the time they arise.

‘The nced for a timely response calls for
ptiot organized study of the issue and effec-
tive action from individuals and locs] groups.
Such action requires a corcelated response
with reference to the cuerent Joaal and
national meaning to the cause of religious
liberty from constituents to elected public
officials.

Whilg we should always hold up the goal
of involvement and participation on the part
of the individual churchman, perhaps the
best place to start with action responses
is with a state committee on public affairs.
Conferences, consultations and coavention
progtams offet opportunities for probing
current issues and problems in a workshop
setting. The discovery and uttlization of
techniques, procedures and organizational
patterns for associations and chueches can
be a meaningful experience for Baptists
interested in the cause of religious liberty

Effectiveness Through Aasociations

The uitimate ideal for a correlated Bap-
tist witness in public affairs would be such
a structure or procedure cacried out to
every Baptist association. Thus, a group of
churches, rather than just one or two con-
gregations could give expression after ade-
quate and valid involvement with the issues.
Moreover, the day could come when Baptists
from more than one denomination could
jointly make response when a given action
seems advisable,

The right of petition of individual Bap-
tists should not be lost in a new adventute
with 2 corporate approach to a stewardship
of influence.

Yet, for the individual wha is seeking to
become effective in this area, the associa
tional structure affords great beaefit and
steength in making preparation, testing his
views, and shating of viewpaints.

Report From The Capital



Court Decision Rests on Nature and Function of College

The following article is a summary of a stalf report from the Office
of the Baplist Joint Commiiiee on Public Affairs. The staff report,
“Maryland Court Decision Rests on Nature and Function of College,”
prepared by C. Emanuel Carlson, .executive director of the Bsaptist Joint
Commlttee, is avallable for 15¢ by writing to 200 Maryland Ave. N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20002,

A Maryland court ruling that grants to
three church-telated colleges are unconstitu-
tional runs up a bright red flag for many
who are now making policies for education.
Denominational educators will need to study
the Maryland opinion with care.

Background Summary

(The case involved direct construction
grants totaling $214 million by the Mary-
land legislature to four church-related liberal
arts colleges. A Maryland Circuit Coust in
1965 ruled that these grants were “valid”
and “constitutional,” The Court of Appeals
decision overturned the lower court ruling
when it found three of these to be un-
constitutional.

(The grants went to the College of Notre
Dame of Maryland, in Baltimore, and St.
Joseph College, Emmitsbusrg, both Roman
Catholic schools; to Western Maryland Col-
lege, Westminster, a Methodist school; and
to Hood College, Frederick, affiliated with
the United Church of Christ.)

Effect of the Decision

The effect of the decision is that the
highest court of Maryland has now ruled
that grants to an institution are secular ot
sectanian depending upon the nature of the
institution involved.

An unavoidable sorting process now be-
gins to determine which colleges are im-
portant “atms"” of a church and thereby a
vital part of that church program, and
which “colleges have only historical or
nominal relationships to a church, The
court rejected the idea of pure categories
and said the “purpose and primary effect”
must be judged in each case.

Six Criteria Stated

The court set up six criteria for sorting
out the four colleges in the case:

1. The stated purposes of the college;

2. College personnel, including the gov-
erning board, administeation, faculty, and
student body;

3. The college's relationship with reli-
gious organizations and groups, including
extent of ownership, Bnancial assistance,
memberships and afhliations;
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4. The place of celigioa in the college’s
program, including physical surroundings
and religious observances sponsored by the
school;

5. "Outcome™ of the college program in
terms of accreditation and the natute and
character of alumni activities; and

6. The work and image of the college
in the community,

Hoed College Is “Secular”

In making specific application of these
criteria- to each of the schools the Mary-
land court found that only Hood College
was so secular as to be eligible for 2
state grant,

It outlined the secular church.related

' profile of Hood College, citing factors and

the facts established for each. For example:

Of the 35 trustees of the school, only 7
are elected by the United Church of Christ
agencies, while 22 are elected by the Board
of Trustees and 6 by the Alamnae Associa-
tion. In administration, faculty (including
professors of religion), chaplain, and stu-
dents, there is no sectarian requirement.
Gourses in the Department of Religion and
Philosophy are primatily historical studies,
not geared to widing any religion, and there
is no training for ministry or religious work.

Loose Church Conneclion

A small percent of the total operating
budget (only 2.2% in 1963-64) is con-
teibuted by the United Chuech of Christ,
with hio capital gifts except $10,000 for
endowed scholarships, There is a very
Joose tie with the Council of Higher Educa-
tion of the United Church of Christ, and
the facilities are available for summer use
by various civic and teligious groups for
their own programs, over which the college
has no control.

The court concluded ™, . . that the primary
putpose of the grant here involved was
not to aid or suppert religion, that theee is
nothing on the face of the Bill or its legisla-
tive history to demonstrate that its purpose
was to use the state’s coercive power to aid
religion; and that its operative effect is not
to aid religion (as we read the record, we
see no aid to religion here; if there be any

it assuredly is incidental and very remote in
nature), but to promote the educational
facilities for women. Consequently, the Bill
does not violate the First Amendment.”

Methodist School Is “Sectarian”

The three other schools were found to
have a decided Mecthodist and Roman Cath-
olic profile of sectarianism to the point of
ineligibility for a public grant.

Of Western Maryland College: 27 of the
40 trustees were Methodist, and nearly all
Protestant, with the requirement that 14
plus one must be Methodist ministers, The
administration, faculty and student body is
largely Methodist and almost all Protestant,
with atheists ineligible for faculty positions.
A significant group of the student body is
Methedist pre-ministerial.

The school is affiliated with a denomina-
tional education association, fosters a reli-
gious progeam for students under 2 Metho-
dist minister with required student partici-
pation, and teligion is consciously integeated
with curriculum and extra-cusriculum. ‘The
campus is heavily used by Protestant reli-
gious groups.

The coust said:

. we ceach the conclusion that it is
sectarian in a legal sense under the First
Amendment, and may not constitutionally
seceive the grant named in the Bill.”

Catholic Schools Are *Sectarian”

The two Roman Catholic schools were
found to be deeply and intensely religious,
the students, study and atmosphere “per-
meated, motivated, enlarged, and integrated
by the Catholic way of life as developed
and expressed in the daily prayer, liturgy,
Sacraments and Holy Mass of the Church.”

Both are under complete control of Roman
Catholic religious ordess. The administra-
tive staff, overwhelmingly Catholic, is
chosen on the basis of commitment to col-
lege objectives and ideals. Falulty and stu.
dent body is predominantly Catholic, with
many candidates for teligious ordees. Alum-
nae are actively engaged in promoting and
supporting the Catholic Church, and the
community image is strongly Catholic.

{Coniinned on page 6)
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(Continwed from page 5)

Yhe court concluded that both schools
“are sectarian in a Jegal sense under the
First Amgndment, and neither can constitu-
tionally receive the grant made to it . . .”

Broad Effect of the Decision

While the effect of the case at this point
is on the Maryland schools, it could have
far reaching effects on higher education
legislation passed by the United States. Con-
gress. The Maryland court took jts stand
entirely on its own reading of the United
States Supreme Court’'s interpretations of
the First and Fourteenth Amendments (espe-
cially in the Everson case and the Murray
case).

Since this is a state court decision, many
current questions regarding the constitu-
tionality of federal legislation in the field of
education, poverty, sging,”W a/. remain un-
settled.

However, the Maryland case is being
appealed to the Supreme Court and might
WG T TRyt s e
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Prcﬁmhny Survey Shows
Lax Education Act Policy

Indications from 2 preliminary stedy at
the local level show that portions of the
Elementary snd Secondary Education Act of
1963 _age- "“widely misunderstood” and that
directives from the U. S. Office of Educa-
tion are inadequate,

The study, still incomplete, was based on
reports from 13 states which responded by
mid-May, The tentative results of the field
studies were presented in a staff report
from the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Aftairs. C Emanuel Carlson is executive
director. -

The education act is now before Con-
gress for legislative review, amendment and
extension. The Johnson administration is
asking for a four-year extension, but several
groups have‘asked for only a one or two-
year extension while the church-state prob.
lems are being ironed out.

Opposition was at the point of admin-
istrative cegulations affecting church schools
under Title 1I, the library resources provi-
sions. The Baptist Joint Committee on
Publ® Affairs, and the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, requested velunteer study in
scveral states to see the actual operation of
the program at the local Jevel.

The report on the Baptist study dutlined
some tentative results roncerning the opera-
tion of Title II:

1. There is much evidence that the pur-
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library books into the church school libraries

-

be accepted by it for review. Refusal of
the Supreme Court to review the case would
agwunt to an approval of the Maryland
reading. If a review is granted a1 corrected
reading will become available. In either
instance, the effect would be felt in federal

prografns. “

Rdling Has Limited Seope

A precaution should be observed regard-
ing the scope of this ruling in that the
grants involved were construction grants to
the . institutions themselves. Such aids as
student and faculty aid, research projects
and special purpose ot category grants were
not considered. The whole idea of public
purchase of services from private institutions
is not touched by the ratioaale of the case.

The case will certainly be studied care-
fully by the U. S. Office of Education, The
patterns that are now developing for ad-
ministering Title IT of the Elementsry and
Secondary Education Act by placing public

pose and pattern of Title II of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act is widely
misunderstood. The purpose of the Act is
to provide library resources for pupils and
teachers in all schools, patterned after the
public library system.

The report states, however, that “this

purpose and pattern does not seem to be
public knowledge in all places.” There is
evidence that some think the funds are
available as grants to schools, public and
private, for libraries.

2. There is some iadication that admin-
istrative practices do not carry out the pub.
lic library pattern but rather operate to
build up separate school libraries. This is
seen in libraty materials on “permanent”
loan to private schools, ot no effective plan
for rotating the library materials.

3. Some reports show that statc admin-
istrative problems may rel in some
measure to inadequate directives from the
U. §. Office of Education. Some indicated
that the guidelines from the Office of Edu-
cation allow for the build up of private
school libraries.

4. There seems to be developing a prac-
tice of dividing materials between) pupils
in private and public schools on a per
capita basis, which would encourage per-
manent placement of materials in separate
school [ibraries.

5. It seems likely that non-circulating
matenials, such as encyclopedias and other
reference materials, will be placed in private
school libraries. The staff report maintains
that such materials zre “something more of

scem very aear being an institutional aid
even though the Act provided only use by
pupils and teachers. That feature and many
others will now need to be analyzed in the
face of the accumulating facts and the Mary-
land opinion,

Basle Questions for Denominations

Denominational educators will also feed
to study the Maryland opinion. Some de-
nominations have held such close control of
their schools that they have sectarian col-
leges. Other dendeinations may find that
they have what the courts hold to be “sec-
elar” schools which are eligible for public
grants.

Qbviously much revision of college poli-
cies lies ahead. The basic question to be
answered is how the colleges are actually
related to the purposes and the mission
of the church. The churches will need to
decide what roles to plan for themselves in

‘the field of higher education and the kinds

of schools needed for those roles. (NJ)
T S T T T

an institutional resource than are circulating
matetials’" since they must be used within
the confines of the library.

The carly indications are not encouraging
for those who value a clear separation
of church and state, the report said. It
concluded :

“The early indications seem to show that

the Office of Education does not give decisive
guidance to the states and localities, and the
states and focalities do not carefully review
the church-state theory on which the Act
was passed.
» "As a result some of the press and the
public think of the Act as incorporating
grants to church controlied elementary and
secondary schools.” (NJ)

Romania Revokes Visas

WASHINGTON (BP)—The Romanian
Government has revoked without explana-
tion the visas of twa Baptist World Alli-
ance officials who planned to visit that East
European countey later this month.

Josef Nordenhaug, general seceetary of
the Alliance, said that entrance visas grant-
ed to him and Ronald Goulding of London,
associate secretary of the Alliance, had been
annulled.

No word was avatlable on the Romaaian
government’s disposition of a visa applica-
tion for 2 thied member of the Baptist
party, William R. Tolbert, Jr. of Monrovia,
Libetia, president of the Baptist World
Alliance.

Report From The Capital
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Baptist Witness To Religious Liberty

By Dr. Arthur B. Rutledge, Executive Seeretary
Home Migslon Board of the Southern Baptist Convention

({EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is an
address delivered to the Soutbern Baptist
Convention, Detroit, Michigan, May 26,
1966, Dr. Rutledge for the past year served
as chairman of the Soutbern Bapiist Con-
vention's Public Affairs Committes.)

Like a golden thread running through
their entire history, Baptists have declared
to the wotld that the soul of man must
be free from coercive powers to serve his
Creator according to the dictates of his con-
science. They have declared that man must
be free to believe, to worship, and to
propagate his faith without governmental
or ecclesiastical interference or coeccion.

A Heritage of Freedom

In 1609 John Smyth published his
famous confession of faith, which wes the
fiest classic expression of the general prin-
ciple of religious Liberty.

In 1612 Thomas Helwys published "A
Short Declaration of the Mystety of In.
iquity.” In this treatise he prociaimed reli-
gious liberty in bold terms.

In 1636 Roger Williams founded the
colony of Providence and in 1638 the
“compact” was revised to include a firm
statement on religious liberty. Later during
1643 and 1644, during his teip to London,
Williams wrote a forceful treatise in which
he developed 12 propositions to iHustrate
his position on the free exercise of religion
without hindrance or coercion.

During the period of the American Revo-
lution and the formation of the Constitu-
tion, Isaac Backus, John Leland and others
played a vital role in setting the pattern
for the disestablishment of religion and the
practice of religious liberty in our nation.

Modern prophets in the same tradition
have been George W. Truett, Joseph M.
Dawson, and C. Emanuel Carlson, the pres.
ent executive director of the Baptist Joint
Committee.

The ancient position on religious liberty
has more recently been amplified by the
Baptist World Congress meeting in Rio de
Janeiro in June 1960. This Congress adopted
a "Manifesto on Religious Liberty" which
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it commended to the churches for study
and implementation.

A “Joint” Baptist Witness |,

Because of the historic Baptist emphasis
upon soul-libesty and freedom of con-
science it is not surprising to find & wide
varity of viewpoints on many subjects.
However, there is one subject on which all
Baptists agree—religious liberty for all per-
sons and for all groups must be proclaimed,
safeguarded end defended.

In ‘order to implement this conviction
and to present a united effort in this field
the Baptist Joint Committee oa Public
Affairs was created by the Southern and
American Baptist Conventions. Now there
are cight Baptist bodies in North America
that cooperate to muintain this denomina-
tional agency.

Our agency in Washington is staffed by
four able and consecrated Baptist leaders,
¢ach of whom is ao expert in his field. Dr.
€. Emanuel Carlson is executive director and
exercises general oversight and direction of
the agency. He has come to be recognized
as one of the world leaders in the field
of religious liberty.

Dr. W. Barcy Garrett, director of infor-
mation setvices, edits the magazine, Report
from she Capital, and serves as Washington
regional editor for Baptist Press, He at-
tended parts of three sessions of the Second
Vatican Council and has shared his obser-
vations with Baptists of the United States,
Canada and Europe.

Mr. James M. Sapp, ditector of correla-
tion services, is making a unique contribu.
tion to our denominatien by helping us move
together in a coordinated Baptist witness in
this important area.

Dr. Walfred H. Peterson, ditector of
research, is making a significant contribu-
tion by helping us formulate our positions
on the basis of facts rather than by emotion
or hearsay.

Hearl of the Baptist Message

Although the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs is one of the smallee of our

denominational ageacies, this does not mean
that it is unimportant or that it deals with
sideline issues. On the other hand, the work
of - this committee vitally affects what all
the other agencies of the Coavention are
doing.

Religious liberty is a basic ingredient in
evety aspect of our Baptist witness. With-
out this principle Baptists would not be
Baptists, and our witness to the world would
lose much of its sharpness.

A distinct contribution of Baptists to the
world of religion has been to clasify the
nature of & genuine religious experience. In
their book on “Religious Liberty’ Drs. Carl-
son and Garrett gave this definitica: “A*
genuiae religious experience is & voluntary
and uncoerced response of & person to God,
through the person of Jesus Christ, and with
the aid of the Holy Spirit.”

This dehinition seems to get at the heart
of what Baptists have said through the years
and need 0 say to ouc day and gencration
on the subject of the gospel as well as on
religious liberty.

Without this concept of religious exper-
tience and religious liberty our efforts st
evangelism, missions, educition and benevo-
lence would be untrue to the New Testa-
ment ideals. With this concept our Chris-
tian witness is motivated by love, empowered
by the Holy Spirit, and submissive to the
Lotdship of Christ.

In out evangelistic and missionary efforts
we do not go out to coerce people into
conformity, but we call for a voluntasy
response to God. We go out as evangelists
holding up Christ to draw men to salvation.

So vitally inter-related are religious lib-
erty and our total Baptist witness that the
stand we take on public issues and on church-
state relations either enhances or degrades
out cffectiveness in the world. Our atti-
tudes, our metivations, our positions can
advance or retard our Christan witness, In
our witness to religious liberty our motiva-
tion 4nd message should be the gospel itself,

Religious Liberty In A New Day
Baptists are challenged to a new witness
{Contined on page 8)
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to religious Jiberty in cvery new gemeeation.
~ Society is not static and old answers to aew
problems are not always satisfactdry. The
dey in which our forefathers bore their
witness to religious liberty was a~new day
for them. A new set of circumstances atose

and they were to the occasion. They
leatned how to apply the gofpel principles
to their day. We are called upon to the
rinwnyswhidlmappmp«iataloom
What are some of the chamcteristics of
the new day we face as far as religious

 liberty is concerned?

L. We live in « new day in which the
world is moving closer 1o the Baptist con-
caps of religions libensy. \

There was o time Baptists “stood
virtuslly alone on these principles. This is
no longer true, for which we can be thankful.

Many of the Protestant denominations
have sdopted the Baptist view of religious
liberty. . The msjor denominations are re-
examiniog snd developing their positions
on religious” liberty and church-state rela-
tions. Even the World Council of Churches,
which has a number of state churches in its
membership, made a strong statement on
religious liberty at New Delhi in 1961.

The Roman Catholic Church at the Vati-
can Council shifted its course on religious
libecty. Formetly, the Roman Catholic posi-
tion was that only truth had rights and
error had no rights. This led to.all manner
of repression and persecution.

The new position of the Roman Catholic
Church is that people have rights. This
makes all the difference in the world on the
subject of religious liberty. The January
1966 issue of Report From The Capital
noted seven shortcomings of the document,
but pointed out that although the Vatian
Council did not produce a perfect document
on religious liberty from a Baptist view-
point, it dobs represent a giant stride for-
ward. For this we can be thankful.

Even the United Nations is taking steps
forward in the area of religious liberty. In
the United Nations Declaration on Human
Rights we find the following words:

3 ARTICLE 18

Everyone has the righy to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his
religion or belief, and freedom, ejther
alone or in community with others and
in public or private, to manifest his reli-
gion ot belief in teaching, practice, wor-
ship and observance.
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2. We live in a new day of concern on
the part of govesument for the welfare of
més. In owr nation the vast and still ex-
panding Depariment of Health, Education,
and Welfare, witk corresponding agencies
in the Mveral states, very dramaticaily ex-
presses  government's concern for buman
well-being. "

This includes the peotection of persons,
with ssfety laws and fire regulations. It
includes police authority to keep order, ¢ven
in church gatherings. It includes sanitation
laws and inspections, to which all agencies
are subject.

This includes the penetration of public

justice into the institations of religion.

Questions of ownership of church property,
cases of embezzlement and bankruptcy re-
lated to religions institutions, tax matters,
and the right of religiously employed per-
sons are areas which bring the investigative
and regulatory powers of the state into
action, as with other instiutions. Dr. C.
Emanuel Carlson points out that, “When an
institution becomes in some degree ‘public’
by the scceptance of tax funds or a public
mandate, the pencteation of public justice
expands immediately.”

3. We live diso in a new day of effors to
employ public power for religions objec-
tives. We bave been very sensitive to gov-
ernment encroachments upon religious 1ib-
erly do accomplish, public godls. We bave
been less sensitive, I think, fo the wse of
public power to accomplish religions goals.

Included here would be such matters as
so-called "blue Jaws,” which require busi-
nesses to close on Sunday, a religious holiday
or holy day, or the use of public education
to teach the Bible, or the public obhservance
of religious holidays.

Likewise, we are aware of the tax advan-
tage that comes with contributions to our
churches and institutions, or the government
employment of chaplains ia m‘itary, correc-
tional and hospital situations.

I am not suggesting a revolution in these
procedures, but I am pointing out the very
complex situation in which we find our-
selves in secking a viable course for Bap-
tists in 20th century USA life as we seek
to maintain our cherished witness to reli-
gious liberty. &

Questions Baptists Cannot Aveid

These are times which require our best
thought and most creative efforts. Some
of the questions which we cannot avoid are:

What is our mission in the world? In
our own nation? And in our communities?

What is the place of our various types

of institutions in the fulfillment of this
missiop ?

How can we maintain and strengthen our
institutional ministzies, and at the same time
preserve the principle of freedom of religion?

Several state conventions have iappointed

,committees to grapple with church-state

issues as they relate to Gonvention policies
in the field of education, health and welfare.
The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affuirs is anxious to be of all possible help
to these studies and to assist in their
cootdination.

The answers do not come easily, but they
must be found. May we seek the guidance
of our Lord as we strive to find the right
answers.
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Cover Picture

This is an unusual view of the west front
of the United States Capitofl. The legis-
lative hall of the House of Representatives
is in the right wing, the Senate on the left.
In the background are the Supreme Court
building (upper right) and the Senate office
building (upper lefty. The smaller white
building (center of upper left) is the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars where the offices of
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs are located. (Photo by The Wash.
ington Post.)
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