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Hope as well a3 fear followed the decision

of the Supreme Court to reviews New York
case on the coastitubionality of federal expen-
ditures for certain programs in' church
schools. [
Orgacizations sponsoring the juit say:
“By this action, the court has paved the way
to an authoritative judicial determinstion of
the constitutionality of Federal aid to reli-
gious schools.” This could be a premature
and over-optimistic appraisal.

Fear is felt by some that many federal
programs might stand endangered. It is
hard to see, however, that the Court will
jeopardize the extensive public programs
that have won such wiffe tance among
the people. It is possible that the Court
will place restrictions or limits oo the way
thess programs are carried out in church
schools.

In accepting Flast v. Gardner for review
the Court_has agreed to take a fresh look
at “standing to sue” in federal courts. The
ase rises out of a suit filed by seven New
Yorkers in the US. District Court for the
Southern District of New York challenging
the use of federal funds for programs and
seevices in religiously operated schools,

At ssue are guidance services and instruc-
tion in reading, wtiting and other subjects.
Included are the purchase by federsl funds
of texthooks and other instructional materials
for use in such schools. Challenged are
certain portions of Titles I and II of the
Elemefitary and Secondary Education Act of
1965.

The three-judge Distrit Court in New
York ruled 2-1 that the New Yorkers have
no legal standing to bring such a case. The
decision was based on a 1923 case (Froth-
imgham v. Mellon) that said individual tax-
' payers have such & smafl financial interest
in a fedegad tax expenditure that they have
no “standing to sue.”

The Coastitution does not specifically give
the Supreme Court suthority to rule on the
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jtutipnality of an act of Congress. Coan-
sequéntly the Court exercises such powers
with amazing self-restraint.’ It ordinarily
decides such questions only when there
scems to be no feasible alternatives.

The Court has imposed on itself & body
of rules relating to constitutional questions.
These are sumumarized by Justice Brandeis
in his concurriag opinion in Ashwerder v.
Tennessee Valley Awthority (1936). They
are:

1. The Court will not anticipate a ques-
tion of constitutionality in advance of the
necessity of deciding it, nor is it the habit
of the Court to decide questions of a con-
stitutional nature unless absolutely necessary
to a decision of the case in hand.

2. The Court will not formulate a rule
of constitutionzl law broader than is re-
quired by the precise facts to which it is to
be applied.

3. The Court will not pass upon a con-
stitutional question although properly pre-
sented by the record, if there is also present
some other ground upon which the case may
be disposed of.

4. When the validity of an act of Con-
gress is drawn into question, and even if a
serious doubt of constitutionality is raised,
it is a cardinal principle that the Court will
first ascertain whether a construction of the
statute is fairly possible by which the ques.
tioa may be avoided.

The Court historically has had to be satis-

fied oo two main issues on a taxpayer's’

“standing to sue”: (1) that his interest is
one that is peculiar and personal to him and
not oae he shares with all other citizens gen-
erally, and (2) that the interest he is defend-
ing is a legally recognized and protected
right immediately threatenedl by some gov-
ernmental action.

Thesendesandussuesnoedtobekeptm

mind as we anticipate the decision of the
Court.
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STAFF REPORT

"MONDAY HOLIDAY BILLS”

(1967-4) An analysis of various bills
before Congress that would dunge
seversl national bolidsys to give the
nation five or six three-day weekeénds,
The report examines relsted issues and
possible effects upon churches. Single
copies—20¢. \O or more copies—15¢
cach.

PAMPHLET

“IS A CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NECESSARY #’
Prayer and Public Schoals
A pamphlet which deals with the ade-
quacy of the First Amendment to
guatantee  "no  cstablishment” and
“free exercise” of religion. The pam-
phlet sets forth the position of ma-
jor Baptist denominations that the
First Amendment has been and still is
wholly adequate to maintain religious
liberty in our land. Single copies—
free. In quantitics—.02¢ each.

BOOK

“THE ROLE OF THE CHRISTIAN
THROUGH CHURCH AND
STATE IN HUMAN
WELFARE"

A volume prepared as background
study materials for the 1967 Baptist
Religious .Liberty Conference held in
Washington in October and sponsored
by the Bsptist Joint Commitiee oa
Public Affairs, 60 page printed vol-
ume-—$1.50 per copy.

C. Emanuel Carlson, ax-
Barry Garrett, director of information serv-
eterson, direetor of research

Mairs,

pose of the balletin is to let!orth information aad interpreta

about public affaira thet are relevant to Baptist princlylu.
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nvluv maintaimed by the American Baptiat Convention,

n.ptht 'ederation of Cumlﬁ Baptist_General Conference, Na-

tiunl Baptist Conmﬁ ftional Baptist Convention, Inc.;
orth American Be General Confarence. Seveath Day B.pﬂlt

Gncrll Conhmnu, and thea Sounthern Baptist Convention.
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B Washington Observations {;

News — Views — Trends k

Ootober 30, 1867

THE HQUSE Judiciary Comwittee has approved legisiation to give representation in the U, S,
Congresa to the 800, 000 people who five lu the District of Columbla, At present Washing-
ton, D, C.--with more people than Iive in 11 of our Ieast populated states, according to the
1960 census--has no represeuntation at all in Congress.

THE NEW MAYOR of Washington, D, C, is Walter E. Washington, The 52-year-old Washing-
ton, regarded as a quietly vocal and mildly tough administrator, is the first Negro mayor
of a major American city, As chief municipal officer he has veto power over a nine-mem-
ber City Councif, which wili pass ordinances, set tax rates and review his budget. The
Council can override hia veto by a three-fourths vote.

REPORTS FROM the National Ceuter for Health Studies show that the birth rate is steadily de-
cfining. Rates per 1, 000 have dropped from 23,7 in 1960 to 18,6 in 1966, and estimates
for 1967 show the trend ia contiming.

PROJECTIONS of educational statistics to 1976-77, to be published by the U, 8. Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education, reveal that teachers in public secon-
dary schoofs will soon ocutnumber teachers in pubfic elementary schools.

MARYLAND, because of its proximity to the Nation's Capital,* ofton serves as a weathervane
to the rest of the natlon regarding locai decisions and procedures. In recent hearings at
Annapoils related to the drafting of a new Maryland coustitution, testimony in favor of usiog
the federal Constitution’s firs{ amendment or asimilar phraseology was presented on bebalt
of the Maryfeud Baptist Convention, Maryland Council of Churches, Catholic dioceses of
Maryiand, and the Baitimore Jewish Councll,

THE MARY LAND CONSTITUTIONA L Coavention had earlier received from the Commission
which conduoted pre—convention work a draft constitution, The draft constitution inc{uded
a bill of rights which defined refigtous freedom primarify as freedom of worship.
REACTING to this draft, the Maryland Baptist Christian Life Committee developed a broader
statement and inltiated the interfaith tafks which cuiminated in the united effort for the First

Amendmeat phraseology,

A REPRESENTATIVE of Jewish groups from the Washington area of Maryland took a similar
position. He argued that the First Amendment phraseology should be used in a Maryland
constitution, given the state's traditions.

FOR NEW YORK STATE, however, which is soon to vote on a new constitution, he said that This
phraseofogy should be supplemented with language which would speciftcally forbid state aild
to private schools. His argument matntained that New York's tradition required the differ-

ence. The Washington Post editorialized the same point,
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Annuol Religious Liberty Conference

' BAPTISTS DISCUSS ROLE OF THE
CHRISTIAN IN MEETING HUMAN NEEDS

Baptist leaders from 31 states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Canada conferred in
Washington for three days in October on
™The Role of the Christian Through Church
and State in Human Welffre.”

Two hundred denominational Jeaders,
pastors and welfare specialists from cight
Baptist groups examined the conference
theme from the viewpoint of Christian
motivations, structures and finances.

This was the 11th annual religious liberty
conference sponsored by the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs.

James M. Sapp, director of the confer-
ence, explained that the report of any con-
sensus of opinion that' may hive been
achicved is not authoritative or binding on
any person, church or denominational group.
The yiews expressed, he continued, are re-
layed to the Baptist Joint Committee for
help sn future policy discussions.

“The motivation of welfare is rooted in
the Christian's relation to God,” one section
of the conference declared. “God's pur-
poses are realized through the Christian’s
response, in love, to human need,” it said.

"In a church's priority of motives it
function in responding to human need is of
equal significance to its function in proclama-
tion. Its witness may be said to consist in
both its proclamation of the gospel and in
its efforts in human welfare,. the section
continued.

A prime concern of another section was

.

The Vice President
tokes a question . . .
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the refation of church welfare programs and
those of government. Both of these types of
social welfare should “exist for the benefit
of persons, not for the benefit of institu-
tions,” it declared.

When Christians reject government pro-
grams to meet human need, they should
offer other and better altematives, it
continued. -

"What should be the churches’ attitude
toward the role of government in meeting

human need?" the section asked. In part.

it replied:

"Too often churchmen have taken the
stance that they alone are really helping
people as God wants people helped. The
government not only may not be of Satan,
but may very well be of God. Some would
even dare to say that it frequently is more
godly than certain so-called Christian agen-
cies and churches.”

The problem of church-government co-
operation in welfare programs was met
head-on by the conference. The section that
dealt with this issue said that “cooperative
relationships with government and public
agencies should be neither summarily re
jected nor facilely established.™

It was generally agreed that in all coopera-
tive church-government relationships neither

party should sacrifice its own objectives, -

principles and independence.
The section that worked on the problem
of financing welfare activity agreed that “if

[

a church establishes a program of socg]
welfare in order to win persons o a sectasian
point of view, it should finance that program
out of its own funds.”

An almost unanimous view was expréssed
in the conference that "both individual
Christians and churches should minister to
human need:” The differences atose in how
this was to be done.

The finante section concluded that "any
church organization refusing tax funds for
welfare work must be prepared to support
fally all its responsibilities under God in
meeting human meeds.”

During the conference, in addition to
dialogue among themselves, the Baptist
leaders heard three prominent government
experts in the ficld of welfare, These in-
cluded Vice President Hubert H, Humphrey,
Philip D. Hardberger, special sssistant in
the Office of Economic Oppoctunity, and H.
Ralph Taylor, an assistant secretary in the
Dcpartment of Housing and Urban Devel-
apment.

One afternoon of the conference in order
to get first hand information from public
authorities, three groups visited the Judi-
ciary Committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Department of State and the
Office of Economic Opportunity.

The religious liberty confetence this year
was bne of a series of three on the role of
the Christian through church and state. Last
year the theme was education. Next year
the subject will be international relations.

The confetence each year is by invitation
to Baptist lcaders nominated to the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs by de-
nominational agencies and leaders in its
sponsoring denominations.

. . . from a North Carelina pastor
ottending the ennual Religious Liberty Conference
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Vice President Is
Conference Highlight

Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey
shared 2 busy day with.conference partici-
pants in an_hour and ten minute session
during the religious liberty conference. He
spoke informally and then entertained gques-
tions from the conferees in the Congressional
room at the Willard Hotel, site of the con-
ference sessions.

He discussed the administration’s objec-
tive in the various domestic aid programs
and described his view of the role of the
church in the nation's battle with poverty,
which he called a “cancer of the spirit.”

“This country is rich enough and strong
enough to keep its interpational commit-
ment and still take care of the people back
home,” the Vice President said.

Humphrey said the Judeo-Christian con-
cept of man created in the image of God
is basic to his political philosophy. It is
within this context of the value of the
individual that the poverty wac must be
waged, he stressed,

One of the curses of America today is
“slumism,” Humphrey said. "“And I den’t

mean just broken down buildings and disty .

streets, but broken people. The real poverty
of a man is the poverty of the spirit,” he
declared.

The poverty that affects America today: is
not just poverty of income, Humphrey con.
tinued. Rather, it is “frustration, not being
needed, feeling unwanted, shunted aside . . .
the poverty of bitterness, of hatred which
breaks out into violence,” he described.

This is the poverty that will take time to
cure, he said, because in this “we are fight-
ing cancer of the spirit” This is where
the church comes in, he challenged.

Humphrey explained that the church fre-
quently has an entree with the people and
can give the individual attention that a
government agency cannot do.

The church can “add the dimension of
volunteerism, of people to people, of per-
sonality, of individual attention that an
impersonalized, impetsonal agency” cannot
do, he said.

“It's good for churches, too!” he added,
“and good for church people—you get a
Iittle closer to people.”

The Vice President defined his philosophy
of welfare for institutions, including the
church, as one of “temoving obstacles” from
the path of man, “so he can walk to his own
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Three of twelve writen of background
motsriols were :moni for the confer-

ence, L to R, Thomos E. Carter, David
0. Moberg and RusseM W, Leedy.

Cpnierence porticipants spent three periods totaling four and one-half hours

The Vice President said that the President
and he would like for this administration
to be known as one that “opened the gates
of opportunity for as many people as
possible.”

Our objective, he said, is “to give every
man a chance to make something out of
himself.”

He reminded the conference of Baptist
leaders that the doot of opportunity has
been “padlocked™ for a lot of people for
a long time, We are still in the process of
emancipation, he declared.

Throughout his address to the Religious
Liberty Conference, the Vice President
praised the “tremendous influence” of the
church in the realm of social concern. He
told the group that the deciding force in
passing the 1964 Civil Rights Bill “was the
churches, the church leaders and church
laymen.”

in small group discussions. A chairman, recorder and resource person provided

leadership for these table sessions.

objective.” Our philosophy of welfare must
not be “to carry him, but to clear the r0ad,"
he cautioned.

The government is not interested in just
handing out meney, Humphrey said, but in
“the improvement of people’s lives.”

Federal programs of poverty, health, edu-
cation and training are not “just to hand out
goodies,” he emphasized. If that is the case,
they are not worth ir, he added.

Humphrey criticized the attitude of gov-
ernment and some families in thinking they
can write out a check when a need arises
and solve the problem. We have had "too
many check book families and too much
check book compassion,” he declared.

“"Opportunity,” he told the Daptist con-
ference, "is the best kind of compassion.”
Education is the key to unlock the door of
opportunity,” Humphrey emphasized.

The conference was divided into three
sections where reports from the small
groups and discussion sought some
meosure of consenses.
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Public Affairs Committee In Semi-Annual Session
To Study Housing Iysuss, Programming

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs in semi-annual session in Washing-
ton, October 2-3, instructed its staff to study
problems of housing for low income people.

The studies will report on the need for
low cost housing, the scope of government
programming in this ares, church activity
and the church-state problems that may be
involved.

The American Baptist Convention dele-
gation to the Committee reported that
“American Baptists are now the largest
managers of non-governmental, non-profit
housing in the U.S.”

An eaclicr American Baptist News Service
report stated that “the Convention serves
approximately 80,000 resideats and patients
per year in nursing qcure, active retirerient
and moderate income housing units.”

American Baptists operate 4,453 units in
property valued at nearly $65,000,000 with
opetating budgets of over $22,000,000,
according- to the report.

Southern Baptist Convention agencies and
other bodies sponsoring the Bapu:t Joint
Committee have done very little in the area
of low income housing.

In another action the Baptist Joint Coln-
mittee _appointed a special committee to
study”its purpose and programs as thcy are
related to & proposed building for the
agency.

Suggestions are being made for a com.
posite office building, research center and a
contiguing education project in Washington.

This special committee is to investigate
the response of its sponsoring bodies to
this program projection. It is to report its
findings and recommendations to the Bap-
tit Joint Committee in Macch 1968, if
possible.

The Baptist Joint Committee also re-
viewed 2 E iously published set of guide-
lines prépired by the staff on “'Religion and
Public Education.” It decided to continue
circulation of these guidelines for six months
at the end of which time a report is to be
made and 1 possible revision undertaken.

- Prank H. Woyke, executive secretary of
the North American Baptist General Con-
derence, was re-elected chaitman of the Bap-
tist joint Committee on Public Affairs.

Other officers are:

Homer }, Tucker, pastor in Newark, New
Jersey, fitst vice chairman;

Bryan F. Archibald, prcsxdent of Northern
Baptist Theological Scmmary, second vice
chairman;
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C. R. Daley, coditor of the Western
Recorder, Middlctown, Kmtudry recording

secretary.
FRANK H. WOYKE, lxucﬂn Secre-

Forest Purk, HMNlinocis, wes renamed
chairman of the Baptist Jeint Com-
mittos on Public Affeinm at the semi-
ennval meeting in Octeber.

Government Officials

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS URGE CHURCHES
TO ENLIST IN “WAR ON POVERTY”

An official of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
urged conference participants to help dispet
the apathy that exists among sium dwellers
in the natioa’s cities.

H. Ralph Taylor, an assistant secretary
for HUD, told the annual religious liberty
conference participants that they are in n
“key position” to dispel the apathy and
alienation so prevalent among slum dwellers.

Church and community leaders need to
understand the cynicism and skepticism that
lead people to give up once they are trapped
in the ghettos, he stressed. A fador in-
volved in this is to help people believe in
the “importance and inevitability of change,”
Taylor said.

The HUD spokesman described the gov-
etnment's model cities program of graats
for planning and urban renewal and re-
ported that 70 cities are now involved. He
urged the Baptist conferces to work for
greater involvement of residents in plan-
ning and catrying out these programs.

Taylor emphasized thad the govermnment
did not have a particular program or blue-
print that each city must follow to qualify
for model cities funds. But, he added, HUD
has the "tools” to assess community- needs.

“How well you use those tools, what kind
of innovative programs you develop to help
solve your slum problems, and ghe extent to
which you can achieve coordinative action
from the various agencies and ofganizations
in your city—that is the task that you and
your fellow citizens must assume and accom-
plish,” he said.

Taylor desctibed-the government’s role in
the model cities program as an effort to
pull together the many fragments of projects

Philip D. Hardberger, special assistant to
Sargent Shriver, Director of the.Office of
Economic Opportunity, speaking to: the
conferees at 2 banquet session, challenged
the Baptist group to involvement when he
stated that the war on poverty cannot be
won without the help of churches.

Hazrdberger, a Baylor University graduate
and native of Texas, pressed his point with
complete candor. "You know the need, you
have the expertise, and you have the re.

sources” to help win the battle against
poverty, he said.
Hardberger, a former public relations

cmployee of the Baptist General Convention
of Texas, praised a Texas Baptist program
of work with migrant farm laborers along
the Rio Grande River.

The OEOD spokesman said the government
was striving for three things in waging the
war oo poverty:

1) Education and training

2) Opportunity to work

3) Opportunity to live in decency and

dignity

“It is at the point of education and train-
ing that the poverty circle is broken,” he
declared.

The nation’s war on paverty” can be
licked with wotk and money,” the paverty
program specialist emphasized. Churches
can help do this if “theology is practiced on
the streets as well as preached from the
pulpits,” Hardberger told his fellow Baptists.

to make a concerted attack on basic prob-
lems in the cities.

“We are trying to discover 2 way of
curing, not putting a cosmetic powder on”
the problems in the cities, Taylor said as he
asked for the help of Baptists.

Report From The Capital
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Onentation on Pulilic AHairs
Scheduled for October 30

The second “Writers and Editors Orienta-
tion” held by the Baptist Joint Commitiee
on Public Affairs will teke place October 30
through November 2 here in Washington.
At least ten Baptists will attend from four
different fellowships.

. The orientation is designed to give an
overview of the issues of religious libesty
and church-state relations and an introduc-
tion to the governmental processes that
relate to them.

The program includes visits with Scoa-
tors Baker (R., Tenn.) and McCarthy (D.,
Minn.). Administeative and legislative per-
sonnel responsible for government education
policy will talk with the group. The derk
of the Supreme Gourt will discuss the judi-
cial process, and a Washington attorney will
relate this to church-state issues. Research
in Washingtoo will be touched on when the
Congress' Legislative Reference Service is
visited and when the work of the Senate
Republican Policy Committee is presented.
The staff of the Baptist Joint Comamittee on
Public Affairs and other church agencies’
staffs active in Washington will explain their
work and interests. AH told, some twenty
sessions will be held.

Participants have been assigned readings

WALFRED H, PETERSON, Director of
Research Services of the Deptist Jeint
Committes, will direct the orientetion
for danominetional leaders, October
30-November 2.

and given a bibliogeaphy for their pre-con-
ference prepaation,

In the future those who have been par-
ticipants in an orientation program will be
invited to return to Washington to do more
specialized work on a topic related to Bap-
tist Joint Committee concerns.

Curtis E. Johason, Editor, Impact.

Sunday School Board.

Sundsy School Board.

Keener Phacr, Cooedinator,
Education Division of the

WRITERS ORIENTATION PARTICIPANTS

American Baptist Convention
Miss Janice Corbett, Editor, Astion.

Boptist General Conference
Donald E. Anderson, Editor, The Standard.

North American Baptist General Conference

John Binder, Editor, The Baptist Herald.
Miss Dorothy Pritzkau, Editor of Christian Education literature.

Southern Baptist Convention
Roy Heath, Editor, lntermediate Materials, Training Unioa Depattment,

John A, Ishee, Editor, Adult Materials, Training Union Department,

rative Promotion Planning,

dsy School Board.

Charles F. Treadway, Supervisor Weekday and Vacation Bible School Unit,
Sunday School Department, Sunday School Board.

Miss June Whitlow, WMU Coasultant, Church WMU Administration
and Research, Woman's Missionary Unioa.

o+
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THE NEW YORK
CONSTITUTION REFORM

The proposed constitution for the State
of New York that goes to the voters Novem-
ber 7 raises many important and controver-
sial issues from coaservation to tax policy.
But church-state issues have become by far
the most body debated.

The proposal does these things that affect
church-state refations:

1. It drops the so-called Blaine amend-
ment in'the present New Yotk constitution
which forbids use of state aid directly oe
indirectly for any school wholly or in part
controlled by a religious denomination.

2. It adds a section on higher education
which reads:

The Legislature shall establish and de-
fine a system of higher education for afll
the people of the state, cacompassing
both public and non-public institutioos,
by programs which may include free tui-
tion, grants, fellowships, and scholas-
ships.

3. It also adds an anti-discriminstion
clause directed at schools.

Discrimination in the admission to any
school in this state sup in whole
or in part by public funds by reason of
race, religion ot aational origin shall be
prohibited.

4. It includes a community development
article which could be used for church-
related programs,

The state, any local govemment and
aay other public corporation may grant to
any person, assodiation or private cofpori-
tion in any year or periodically by con-
tract or Joan its mooey for economic and
community development purposes, but the
proceeds of indebtedness contracted for
any such purpose shall be used only for
loans for capital construction , . .

The Protestant New York City Church
Council and several Jewish groups ace
vigorously opposing the Constitution oa the
same grounds. Generally Catholic news.
papers in New York State praise the docu-
ment's church-state stance.

For many people and groups the issues
surrounding the proposed constitution are
reduced to onc—church-state relations. This
may be unfortunate from the view of the
constitution makers, but it is inevitable when
a proposed constitution is usednto upset the
status quo in this controversial matter and
when the voter must vote “pes” of “no™
on the whole proposal—{WHP)
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Long Weekends
Monday Holiday Proposals
Studied by Joint Committee

No position’ was taken for or against
proposed Monday holiday bills now pend-
ing i Congress at the semi-annual meeting
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs in October.

Rather, the Coramittee received a "staff
report” whith sets forth the issues involved
and which described the conflicting pres-
sures confronted by the nation’s lawmakers.

‘The study was made at the request of the
Executive Committee of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

Congress now has before i several pro-
posals to set 2 number of national holidays
on Mondays in order to create more’ three-
day weekends and to stop some of the
holidays from occurring in mid-week.

s
STAFF REPORT AVAILABLE

The Steft Report on “Monday Holi-
day Bills” iis evailable upon requuist,
For informetion on how_to order the
report sce page two. p—

s T T S

The bills generally would establish Presi-
dents Day the third Monday in February to
replace Washington's birthday, st Memo-
rial Day the first Monday in May, Inde-
pendence Day the first Monday in July,
Vetetans Day the second Monday in Novem.
ber or in October and Thanksgiving Day
the fourth Monday in November.

Together with Labor Day, this would fix
six long weekends a year, Christmas and
New Years Pay would be unaffected.

Thre€ major reasons are given by the
advocates of more long weekends, according
to the report. They are:

1. Benefits to employees;

2. Opportunity for more recreation and
family togetherness; and

3. Economic pressures  from  business
interests.

Although very little opposition has been
expressed to Congress against the proposed
changes, those who have expressed them.
selves cite the following major reasons:

"1. Possible adverse effect on church
attendance and on religious education
programs;

2. Loss of meaning for the national holi-
days if they become travel days; and

3. Long weekends, it is claimed, result
in increased traffic deaths.

Some newspapers. and religious leaders
have apoken out against the proposed Mon-
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day helidays. But, according to the staff
repott, only the Lord’s Day Alliance has
formally expressed opposition in the hear-
ings held by committees in bath the House
of Representatives and the Senate.

On the other hand, overwhelming testi-
mony and public pressures for the changes
make it probable that Congress will approve
at least some of the proposals, the report
indicated.

Sgme churchmen have suggested that Fri-
days instead of Mondays be considered on
the theory that this would hurt church
attendance less.

Objections to this chinge agise from
precedents already set in shifting Sunday
holidays to Monday and by the Labor Day
weekend as well as from retailers who would
oppose the Friday observance.

In addition, the report points out, a
“potential inter-faith conflict would be added
to the one that atready cxists over state
and local Sunday laws."

"Seventh Day Baptists, Scventh Day Ad-
ventists and Jewish organizations would
have an interest in the day chosen opposed
to that of Sunday worshipers,” the report
surmised.

A larger issue is related to a predicted
four-day week in the futwre. “If the Mon-
day holiday bill is enacted, it would set a
precedent for ‘Monday Off' when contracts
for a four-day week are negotiated,” the
report continued.

A fact of modern society was pointed out
in the staff report: “The churches do not
exercise much control of the calendar. Gov-
ernment and economic structures haye more
¢ontrol. The churches must adjust as best
they can to the policies of others.”

At the time of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee meeting, the bills were still pending
in congressional committees. However, in-
dications ace that Congress might take action
in the near future. The effective date for
the new holidays, if approved by Congress,
would probably not be before 1970 because
calendar companies and labor contracts need
at least two years to make their adjustments.
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Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey is
shown while addressing the participants of
the annual Baptist Religious Libgrty Confer-
ence held in Washington last month.

The Vice President spoke for 48 minutes,
then fielded questions for another twenty
minutes. He was originally scheduled ‘to
make a brief statement and spend an hour
answering questions. Apparently the sight
of so many Baptist leaders an hour )before
dinner time was irrestible.

He discussed with some candor his reli-
gious background, then set forth in a rapid
flow of language his philosophy on helping
people. He dealt with domestic programs
vis-a.vis war expenditures with forthright.
ness. He pressed the administration’s view
of the war on poverty with vigor and set
forth his personal views of the church’s role
in the struggle for adequate opportunities
for ail citizens of the nation.

Report From The Capital




