


Toward A National Social Report
Church programming asp well as public 

programming could be dramatically affected 
by a national "social report” that may be 
forthcoming two years hence.

"Toward a Social Report" is the title 
of a 198-page document dated January 11, 
1969, but only recently released to the pub­
lic. Ordered by President Lyndon B. John­
son in 1966, this "preliminary report” was 
delivered by the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare a few days before 
the end of his adminisf?ation.

The President's order asked for the de­
velopment of social statistics and social in­
dicators "which will measure social change 
and be useful in establishing social goals."

In ■ its preliminary report HEW points 
out that there are economic reports, a set 
of economic indicators, statistics on national 
intome, and other national reports. How­
ever, it says, "there is no government pro­
cedure for periodic stock-taking of the social 
health of the nation." The government af 
present makes no Social Report.

Anatfibalanced approach to national social 
problems makes a comprehensive overview 
necessary. The preliminary survey points out 
that the distortions of the news media and 
the organized impact of certain interests 
have resulted in an imbalance in the nation's 
social program.

HEW says that a social report with a set 
of social indicators could improve public 
policy-making in at least two ways: (1) it 
could give social problems more visibility 
and thus make possible more informed judg­
ments about national priorities; and (2) 
it could provide insight into how different 
measures bf national well-being are chang­
ing, thus enabling a better evaluation of 
what public programs are doing.

We cannot refrain from observing that 
future church programming and the devel­
opment of church-related institutions, to 
meet human need could be more intelli­

gently formed with such a national social 
report in hand.. Church or denominational 
correlation with public programs could be 
enhanced if the total social health of the 
nation were clearly perceived. This could 
help develop a system of positive church­
state relations as these two institutions of 
society strive cooperatively to meet the 
needs of people.

"Toward a Social Report" devotes a 
chapter to each of seven areas that would 
be included in a national social report. 
They are: (1) health and illness; (2) social 
mobility; (3) the physical environment; 
(4) income and poverty; (5) public order 
and safety; (6) learning, science and art; 
and (7) participation and alienation.

As an example of the kinds of questions 
a national social report would seek to ap­
proach in these seven areas we take a look 
at the chapter on health and illness. Among 
the most important issues which must be 
resolved by both church and state are these:

1. How much of our resources should 
be devoted to medical research for tomorrow 
and how much to provide services now?

2. Can the nation provide health services- 
in a manner which will not discourage pre­
ventive care, and which will insure that all 
persons have access to health services which 
are reasonably comprehensive?

3. How much of the nation's health re­
sources should be used to serve the elderly 
as opposed to young children and those in 
the prime of life?

4. Can we find new ways to meet the 
challenge to the health statqs of the popu­
lation posed by sharp increases in medical 
care costs?

5. How can public policy redirect or con­
trol harmful practices which damage our 
environment, and alter personal habits and 
styles of life harmful to health, while still 
allowing organizations and individuals a 
satisfactory degree of freedom? >

Senator Says Church 
Could Do More for Poor

Churches as well as government agencies 
at all levels "could do better" than they are 
now doing in the fight against hunger Sen. 
Ernest F. Hollings (D., S. C.) said in testi­
mony before a Senate committee here.

Hunger is "everybody’s problem’ and 
everybody's fault,” the Senator declared. 
He testified before the Senate Select Com­
mittee on Nutrition and Human Needs. 
Sen. George McGovern (D., S. Dak.) is 
chairman of the special committee set up 
to make a nationwide study of the extent 
of malnutrition among the poor.

The junior senator from South Carolina 
urged die committee to set as a national 
goal the elimination of hunger and slum 
conditions in America in the next 10 years. 
"There is no reason why this can’t be done,” 
he said.

The reference to churches’ responsibility 
to help combat malnutrition came after Sen. 
Hollings had described a three-day tour he 
had made to destitute areas in South Caro­
lina where, he said, there is "substantial 
hunger” among poor blacks and whites.

"Yes, it is worse than I expected," Hol­
lings said in answer to a question from 
McGovern.

Hollings, a member of the Lutheran 
Council of America, enlarged on his chal­
lenge to the churches in a statement to 
Baptist Press. The senator has in mind, a 
spokesman said, for churches "to form ele­
emosynary corporations" to provide various 
types of low income housing for the poor.

"Hunger and bad housing are a hand-in 
glove proposition, and you'll never have 
the eradication of one without the other," 
he said. The S. C. senator urged churches 
also to join with local welfare organizations 
and community action groups to help edu­
cate the poor on nutrition and health prob­
lems.

The need for education to help destitute 
families know what to eat and how to
prepare it came up several times in the sen­
ator's testimony. "Food and housing with­
out education would be futile in the ex­
treme rural poverty areas that I have in 
South Carolina," he declared.

The democratic senator was especially
(Continued on page 7)
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Washington Observetioi

News — Views — Trends
March 28, 1969

BESPONSIBILITY FOB CLABITY on many church-state problems is being thrust more and more 
on to the people in the states. Along with the trend toward administration, control and deci­
sion about public programs by state governments go the accompanying issues of policies 
relating to church agencies.

AMONG THESE ISSUES are problems of taxation, state aid to parochial schools and the admini­
stration of federal funds and programs.

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS and agencies dedicated to religious liberty and proper church­
state relations have their hands full in dealing with national programs and issues. State 
groups must be alert to the issues. They will need to develop competency and programs to 
exercise the stewardship of their influence on state legislatures and state administrations.

THE SPIRIT OF GOODWILL among formerly hostile religious camps that has been engendered 
in recent years is being put to a severe test by the drive of some religionists to promote 
so-called constitutional prayer amendments and to influence state legislatures for tax funds 
for parochial schools.

IT IS HOPED that the six Protestant leaders who visited Pope Paul VI in Borne the week of 
March 24 engaged in candid talk with Vatican officials on the obstacles to interfaith good­
will. The highway toward spiritual cooperation is a two-way road. Ancient and traditional 
positions must be reevaluate^ by all parties concerned.

WASHINGTON IS A GBEAT PLACE for confidential information, background studies and task 
force reports. Much of this kind of research and information is classified either in its 
initial stages or until decisions are made by government leaders on its valid uses. 
Sometimes confidential reports do not meet with approval of government officials and whole 
reports are suppressed.

BECENTLY Bep. John Brademas (D., Ind.) came into possession of a copy of the report of 
President Nixon’s Task Force on Education. Although summaries of the report had been 
published by news channels to whom it had been leaked, the White House continued to with­
hold it from public information. The Indiana congressman removed all doubt about what it 
said by publishing the full text of the report in the Congressional Becord.

THE REPORT warned the President that the church-state issue could become once again a lively 
area of controversy that could cause the new administration a great deal of trouble.

THE POSSIBILITY of trouble for federal aid to education because of chuTch-state problems was 
foreseen by the task force in two areas: (1) an effort to rearrange the method through which 
federal aid Is channeled to education, and (2) lawsuits challenging the constitutionality of 
some aspects of present education legislation.
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DO WE NEED A PRAYER AMENDMENT?
' ' .' *

By William F. Keucher

r 7A Baptist- State Convention

Executive examines the

proposal of a prayer amendment

with <Mndor and precision

and finds it inappropriate

zV recent news release tells us that Senator Everett M. Dirksen 
(R., Illinois) will seek to push the 91st Congress 
of his proposed Prayer Amendment. The proposed 
reads: i

for approval 
Amendment

"Nothing contained in this Constitution shall abridge the 
.right of persons lawfully assembled, in any public building 
which is supported in whole or in part through the expenditure 
of public funds, to participate in non-denominational prayer." 

Is it possible for anyone who believes in prayer, or who does pray, 
to oppose Senator Dirksen's amendment? Many Baptists think so, 
and I jyant to be counted in that number. This position is not 
as surprising as it may seem. Baptists, for example, are for baptism; 
but they do not wish to baptize anyone against his will. We are 
for evangelism, but we do not seek to make converts by coercive 
means contrary to voluntary decision and personal faith. It is 
possible to believe in a purpose, but not to believe in poor measures 
which others may advocate in behalf of purposes commonly held. 
I believe in prayer, its efficacy, and its power, but I don't believe 
in the poor measure which Senator Dirksen's Amendment rep­
resents. I, too, would like to see America become more Christian. 
But, that will require a radical amendment in us, as persons, and in 
our society, rather than an amendment to the national Constitution.

1. Mr. Dirksen's proposed amendment is z/unecessary, because, 
as I understand it, Jthe United States Constitution already provides 
us with the* fullest kind of religious freedom. Article I of the 
Bill of Rights states:

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; of abridging 
the freedom of speech or of the press; or of the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances.”

If Mr. Dirksen's proposed amendment is needed, we must as­
sume that the Constitution presently does not provide us with 
full religious freedom. If the Constitution does provide and 
guarantee our religious freedom, any further amendment could only 
serve to qualify and, perhaps, limit-our existing freedoms. I agree; 
therefore, with the judgment expressed by the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee on Public Affairs, representing major Baptist groups in 
the United States, that no amendment of the Constitution is neces­
sary.

2. The, proposed Prayer Amendment is zzzmecessary because I 
believe that, as a citizen, my right to pray in public or in private, 
is a natural right and represents one' of those unalienable rights 
with which every human being is endowed by his Creator. Article 
9 of the Bill of Rights in our United States Constitution states 
quite clearly:

"The enumeration in the Constitution\of certain rights shall 
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the 
people."

The Constitution, therefore, expressly provides that none of our 
natural rights can be 'abridged because they are not mentioned 
one by one in the Constitution.

3. I oppose the proposed amendment because I do not wish to 
surrender any of my unalienable religious rights to the United 
States Government or its Congress, benevolent as it may seem to 
be at the present moment. If Congress can confer upon me, as a 
citizen, the right to pray in private or in public, it mukt be 
recognized that Congress has the same power to deny that right. 
What the State has in its power to give, it must have also in its 
power to take away. If, by law, we are given the right to pray, 
by law, we can be denied that right. Because my right to pray 
is a natural right, it is not within the providence of the State to 
confer as a benefit or a privilege. As one reads Article I, Sec. 8, 
where the powers vested in Congress are listed in the Constitution, 
the power of Congress to legislate on prayer or other offices of 
religion, is no where mentioned. Mr. Dirksen’s proposal would 
appear to be un-Constitutional.

I am opposed to the proposed amendment because it misunder­
stands and, to some degree, debases the nature of prayer. Prayer 
is man's inward commerce, communion, confession and petition to 
the Almighty. Prayer is the openness of a man's soul to the divine 
presence and power. Mr. Dirksen, orator that he is, can be pardoned 
if he seems to think of prayer as a spate of public words. Jesus 
says, "When you pray, enter your closet and shut your door and 
pray to your Father in secret." If we must choose between Him 
and those who wish prayer to be "vocal and public”, I’d rather 
follow Jesus in His understanding about the inwardness and 
simplicity of prayer.

Last of all, I do not like Mr. Dirksen's proposed amendment 
because\it confuses rather than clarifies our church-state relation­
ships. By mentioning, "public buildings", are there some "places" 
or "spaces" where his law would not apply? In Spain, Baptists 
have had difficulty because the government had decreed their gather­
ings were not 'lawful assemblies". Churches that were not li­
censed by the government were decreed to be illegal. We stand 
on the edge of a dangerous practice if the United States government 
is going to Jfell us which peaceful assemblies, where prayer is to 
be offered, are lawful and unlawful. Who in the Congress is 
qualified to establish such criteria?

Furthermore, what is "non-denominational prayer"? Does this 
mean that if a group of Baptist students were to meet in a public 
building that they’would be unable to pray? Non-denominational 
prayer could mean several things: (a) Prayer which does not 
mention any denomination, (b) Prayer which is made by a non- 
denominational minister or member. This would seem to exclude 
all prayers by Bishops, General Secretaries, Executive Ministers, 
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Pastors or others who, in varying degrees, symbolize their denom­
ination. (c) Non-denominational prayer might be interpreted to 
mean prayer which does not mention, or is not said by any official 
representative of the Christian religion. While it is normal for 
Christians to think in denominational terms, as though the Christian 
religion were the only religion, other citizens of the country have 
a right to ask that their religious views and traditions be re­
spected and accepted by the government at even face value. Non- 
denominational prayer, therefore, might also mean prayer which 
does not mention or quote from the Bible or other source books 
of religious faith, such as the Koran, etc. (d) Or, non-denomina­
tional prayer may mean prayer that is offered by a minister or a mem­
ber of any non-denominational church. In such a case, the proposed 
law would appear to discriminate and would be an unfair in­
fringement of the rights of ministers and members of denomina­
tional groups.

Doubtless, if the sponsor of the proposed amendment could 
be present in each case to tell us what he means, many of our 
questions would be answered. But, since this is an impracticable 

hope, we believe it is unwise to adopt a proposal which lets Iqose 
a Pandora Box of confusion. If we need an amendment so that 
our rights "to participate in non-denominational prayer” are not 
abridged, will we not need another to avoid abridging the rights 
of those who desire "to participate in denominational prayer"— 
and yet another to avoid abridging the rights of those citizens who 
desire "not to participate" at all?

We hope that members of Congress will recognize that the 
Constitution, as it stands, without amendment, offers to every 
citizen the most adequate safeguards for religious liberty in Amer­
ica. In studying the issues, it appears that the basic position of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs is the soundest and 
most consistent with our historic interest as Baptists in the preser­
vation of religious liberty, not for ourselves alone, but for every 
other fellow citizen. This position merits the understanding and 
the support of Baptist leaders and churches in all of our Con­
ventions.

Dr. Keucher is the Executive Minister of the Kansas Baptist Con­
vention (ABC)

Secret Task Force Report Warns Nixon On Education
President Richard M. Nixon's Task Force on Education in an 

ill-kept secret report has warned that the church-state issue could 
"become once again a lively area of controversy that could cause 
the new Administration a great deal of trouble."

The possibility of trouble for federal aid to education because 
of church-state problems was foreseen by the task force in two 
areas: (1) an effort to rearrange the method through which Federal 
aid is channelled to education, and (2) lawsuits challenging the 
constitutionality of some aspects of present education legislation.

The task force also warned "that establishing his image as an 
education-minded President must be one of Mr. Nixon’s highest 
priorities for his initial weeks in office."

The reason given for this admonition was that "we do not 
believe that President-elect Nixon, with all his varied and high 
qualifications for office, would at present by most Americans be 
considered to have the kind of special concern for education that 
the times require."

Another conclusion of the Education Task Force was that Fed­
eral expenditures on education should not be cut back. Rather, it 
said that it would take at least $2 billion in additional funds to 
implement its recommendations.

President Nixon's announced policy in regard to task force 
reports on various government proposals has been that they would 
not be made available to the public. (Baptist Press and other news 
agencfes, after a Washington Post scoop, made numerous efforts 
to get copies of the report. The White House, however, has not 
yet released the report to the public.)

The Education Task Force, headed by Alan Pifer, president of 
Carnegie Corporation of New York, made its report to President­
elect Nixon prior to his inauguration. Then in February the Wash­
ington Post obtained a copy from an unrevealed source and pub­
lished a summary of its findings. Similar summaries appeared in 
other educational publications.

More recently, someone not on the Task Force gave a copy to 
Rep. John Brademas (D., Ind.) who published the complete text of 
the document in the Congressional Record. As yet, there has been 
no information released as to who the members of the task force 
might be other than Mr. Pifer.

In releasing the report to the public Brademas said, I think it 
will be helpful to hav.e in mind the recommendations made to the 
new President by his own Education Task Force."

Two major facts were cited by the Task Force in its admonitions 
to President Nixon to establish immediately a new education image 
and to proceed on an implementation of Federal education pro­
grams. First, in the past six years "some 60 new educational 
measures have been passed by Congress.” Second, "the American* 
people have come to accept and to expect a vastly enhanced Federal 
role."

The report said that the new situation in educational needs has 
arisen because of three factors:

1. "The emergence of urgent national needs in education which 
could only be met by Federal involvement;

2. An enormously expanded public awareness of the relation­
ship of education to the solution of a variety of national problems; 
and

3- "The inadequacy of state, local and private sources of funding 
for education in the face of ever increasing costs."

In regard to new Administration plans for funding education the 
Task Force referred to Nixon's campaign speech in which he 
favored Federal block grants to states. This statement, the report 
said, "has already in our opinion come perilously close to reopening 
the (church-state) issue."

It continued, "We recommend that neither he nor any high 
official of his Administration make any further allusions to block 
grants until the full implications of new methods of Federal financ­
ing of education in regard to the church-state issue can be fully 
explored."

"Since more than 30 states, including three of the largest, have 
provisions in their constitutions which tightly restrict aid to pa­
rochial schools," the report said, "Catholic officials will in all 
probability be strongly opposed to any move on the part of the 
Administration which appears to have the effect of turning federal 
education dollars into state educational dollars."

In view of the probability of taxpayers' suits on the constitution­
ality of aspects of federal aid to education, the Task Force jgcom- 
mended that the new President set up a special ^tudy group of 
federal officials to review the effects of possible adverse court 
decisions. The group should be prepared with proposals for new 
legislation if the need should arise, the report advised.

"Needless to say," it continued, "such a review should be con­
ducted as quietly as possible in order not risk the danger of 
stirring up premature public controversy."
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Committee Favors Informal Church, Government Talks

Baptist Joint 
Committee 
Holds 
Semi-Annual 
Session r

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs in semi-annual session in March
urged President Richard M. Nixon "to 
avoid naming a permanent representative to 
the Roman Catholic Church or to any other 
church."

The Baptist body encouraged the'’ Presi­
dent in his efforts toward, world peace "to 
make widest use of the present' and emerg­
ing informal relationships open to him.”

"We believe that the national interests 
and the cause of peace are served best by 
flexible and informal means of church-state 
consultations rather than by formal diplo­
matic relations," the Committee said.

.The Baptist action was taken after con­
sideration of the President's announcement 
to the nation through a press conference that 
he and the State Department are considering 
a permanent representative of the U. S. 
Government to the Vatican.

Hle^President said that he had not yet 
decided whether or not the lines of com­
munication with the Vatican could be "kept 
open based on the present facilities that are 
available.”

The JBaptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, C. Emanuel Carlson, executive di­
rector, is maintained by eight Baptist bodies 
in North American (American Baptist Con­
vention, Southern Baptist Convention, Bap­
tist General Conference, North American 
Baptist General Conference, National Bap­

tist Convention of America, National Bap­
tist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., Baptist Feder­
ation of Canada, Seventh Day Baptist Gen­
eral Conference).

The Baptist Joint Committee in effect 
endorsed the views expressed in a "staff 
report" on Diplomatic Relations With the 
Vatican published in April 1968. The. re­
port pointed out that many leading Roman 
Catholics themselves are now opposing dip­
lomatic representation by, the U. S. to the 
Vatican.

This shifting Catholic position is being 
taken in the light of the new spirjf of good 
will between Catholics and nonCatholics 
generated by Vatican Council II and its Dec­
laration on Religious Freedom, the report 
found.

Public Affairs Committee Reaffirms First Amendment Freedoms
The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 

Affairs, meeting in Washington in its spring 
semi-annual session, reaffirmed its position 
that the First Amendment to the Constitu­
tion if adequate protection in law for re­
ligious liberty. »

The action was taken in view pf hearings 
that may be scheduled by the Senate Sub­
committee on Constitutional Amendments

The report indicated that existing chan­
nels of communication between the Vatican 
and the United States government are open 
for a free flow of information.

"Certainly, the Vatican does not with­
hold information from the United States 
useful to these ends (world peace, order 
and justice) just because America sends no 
diplomatic representatives to it. This is in­
conceivable," the report observed.

According to the report, there are at least 
three open channels of communication now 
existing between the Vatican and the U. S. 
Government:

1. The Vatican can communicate with 
the U. S. Government in the way any religi­
ous group communicates with it.

2. The Vatican maintains an apostolic 
delegate in Washington on Massachusetts 
Avenue in the manner of an ambassador.

3. Since Rome is at once the capital of 
Italy and the location of the Vatican, the 
U. S. has an embassy in Rome already.

The staff report concluded that the grounds 
for traditional United States policy of no 
official representation to the Vatican have 
validity. It also observed that "the dy­
namic developments within the Roman 
Catholic Church make this an improper 
time to change the policy."

Text of Statement
Here is the full text of the statement by 

the Baptist 
fairs:

"The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs in plenary session on March 6, 1969, 
in Washington, D. C, after consideration 
of the text of the presidential news' con­
ference of March 4th, unanimously adopted 
the following statement concerning the es­
tablishment of permanent representation to 
the Vatican:

"Recognizing that the intricate relation­
ships involved in world peace require the 
widest range of perception and communica­
tion, we believe that the national interests 
and the cause of peace are served best by 
flexible and informal means of church-state 
consultations rather than by formal diplo­
matic relations. In line with the Staff Re­

Joint Committee^on Public Af-

to consider proposed "prayer amendments” 
that are designed to undo the Supreme 
Court decisions on religion in public schools.

The most prominent of these proposals 
is the so-called Dirksen Amendment.

This proposal, submitted by Sen. Everett 
M. Dirksen; (R., Ill.), says, "Nothing in 
this Constitution shall abridge the right of 
persons lawfully assembled, in any public 
building which , is supported in whole of in 
part through the expenditure of public 
funds,, to participate in non-denominational 
prayer.”

It is the intent of the Senate Subcommit­
tee on Constitutional Amendments to an­
nounce within the next three months that 
hearings on the Dirksen amendment will be 
scheduled.

In instructing its staff for testimony at 
these hearings the Baptist Joint Committee 
did not address itself directly to the Dirk­
sen amendment but reaffirmed its long­
standing position that the First Amendment 
is adequate.

The reaffirmed resolution (originally ap­
proved in 1964) says in part:

"The Committee recognizes that some po­
litical leaders may make appeals for the 
establishment of religious acts through 
legalized means to arouse public sentiment. 
This we regard to be in bad taste as a 
violation of the principle of separation of 
church and state. This is the basic principle 
of the Constitution of the United States that 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof.’ "

In the same resolution the Baptist Joint 
Committee appealed "to Baptists everywhere 
to inform themselves carefully regarding 
the fundamental principles of freedom and 
to participate as informed citizens in the 
creation of a social order in which people 
of all religions or of no religion have the 
equitable civic treatment which they merit 
as people."

The Committee also appealed to Baptists 
to communicate their viewpoints on religious 
liberty to their representatives in govern­
ment.

port of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, Diplomatic Relations with 
the Vatican, published in April 1968, we 
respectfully request the President to make 
widest use of the present and emerging 
informal relationships open to him; and, 
consisted! with the American model of 
church-state relationships, to avoid naming 
a permanent representative to the Roman 
Catholic Church or to any other church."
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Baptists Are Urged To Work For Unified Nation
The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 

Affairs, in its annual spring session held in 
Washington last month, joined in a call 
to its constituent bodies "to act to bring 
a new order in American life of justice and 
unity.” *

The statement with which the Baptist 
Joint Committee concurred was signed by 
48 Baptists who attended its national relig­
ious liberty conference last October. It was 
referred to the March meeting of the Com­
mittee.

C. Emanuel Carlson, executive director, 
said that the Baptist Joint Committee exists, 
among other things, for the purposes set 
forth in the statement.

Here is the text of the document referred 
to the Baptist Joint Committee by its 48 
signers:

Texas Baptist Asks For
A Texas Baptist foundation executive at 

a hearing in Washington appealed to Con­
gress for continued favorable tax policies for 
churches and their institutions.

George L. Shearin, associate secretary of 
the Baptist Foundation of Texas, told the 
Congressional House Ways and Means Com­
mittee: "No step should be taken by Con­
gress which might discourage or diminish 
the giving of the American people toward 
the vital work of these great religious, 
education and charitable enterprises."

The Committee is conducting full scale 
hearings on tax reform proposals for the 
federal government. Rep. Wilbur D. Mills 
(D., Ark.) is chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee.

The first subject under investigation by 
the Committee has been tax-exempt orga­
nizations and the tax treatment of charitable 
and religious contributions.

The U. S. Treasury Department has made 
recommendations to Congress for extensive 
tax feform to correct what it alleges to be 
inequities, injustices and abuses of current 
tax law. Many of these abuses, the Treas­
ury Department charges, are practiced by 
tax-exempt charitable foundations.

Among other items the Treasury Depart­
ment is recommending:

• That the amount of allowable standard 
deduction for income taxes be increased 
from 10 to 14 percent of adjusted gross 
income;

• That those using the standard deduc­
tion be permitted also to claim and itemize 
additional contributions for deductions;

• That the charitable deduction be limited

A Statement of Intent
"The liberties of men are one and in- 

• separable. America moves toward two so­
cieties separate and unequal, as our conven­
tions pass their resolutions and exercise their 
religious liberty without enough effort or 
action to build one society, integrated in life 
and opportunity. We call upon the several 
conventions to exercise their freedom and 
liberty—religious, political, civil and per­
sonal—to act to bring a new order in Amer­
ican life of justice and unity. As churches, 
conventions and Christians we declare the 
urgent need for the integration of the life, 
work and actions of the church to work for 
one world in the total life of the United 
States, and so provide a new and powerful 
force for good in the international arena."

Continued Tax Benefits
to those amounts in excess of 3 percent of 
adjusted gross income;

• That the present 30 percent limitation 
on deductible charitable contributions be 
increased to 50 per cent;

• That the provision for the establish­
ment of the 2-year trust for the benefit of 
charity be eliminated;

• That the appreciated value of gifts 
of property to charitable causes be subject 
to the capital gains tax; and

• That existing provisions of the unre­
lated business income tax for certain or­
ganizations be repealed but that they con­
tinue to be extended to churches and to

' social welfare organizations.
Shearin testified before the Ways and 

Means Committee that he represented the 
Baptist Foundation of Texas, 24 other state 
Baptist foundations and the Southern Baptist 
Foundation of the Southern Bapist Conven­
tion.

The Baptist executive defended the policy 
of 'tax incentives to encourage charitable 
and religious contributions. He approved the 
thesis that "private giving serves the public 
interest."

"For this reason," Shearin said, "our laws 
have wisely encouraged charitable giving by 
granting liberal tax advantages to the donor 
or to his estate.”

Specifically, Shearin favored the increase 
from 30 per cent to 50 per cent for deduc­
tible contributions, the increase from 10 
per cent to 14 per cent on standard deduc­
tions for charitable contributions and the 
separation of charitable deductions from 
other personal deductions.

He opposed limitation of deductions of

Churches and Taxation 
To Be Subject of Study

Principles of religious liberty and 
tax reform will be the subject of a 
paper to be produced by the staff 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs.

The Committee in semi-annual ses­
sion here instructed its staff to con­
tinue work on the problem of taxation 
and the churches and their agencies. 
After the staff work is done, the paper 
will be taken back to the Committee 
for consideration.

The action was taken after C. 
Emanuel Carlson, executive director, 
read a "trial balloon” paper on taxa­
tion to the Committee. His paper, 
which was a trial run on some con­
cepts relating to church taxation, 
evoked much favorable response from 
Committee members.

The problem of taxation of churches 
and their agencies has been brought 
into special focus by hearings con- 
ducted by the Ways and Means Com­
mittee of the House of Representa­
tives in the U. S. Congress.

In addition, many of the state gov­
ernments are reassessing their policies 
in relation to tax exemption for 
churches and charitable organizations.

Senator Says . . .
(Continued from page 1) 

critical of what he called the "red tape 
worm"' of federal guidelines that create 
bottlenecks for services to the poor. He 
urged that these regulations be eliminated 
for the "downright destitute," and that food 
stamps be given without cost to the poorest 
families.

Sen. Hollings, governor of South Caro­
lina from 1958-1962, acknowledged that as 
a public official he was "late to the problem" 
of hunger. Even so, he is one of the first 
southern political leaders to acknowledge 
the existence of widespread hunger and 
malnutrition among his constituents and to 
call for emergency measures to eliminate it.

Cover photo—National Park Service U. S. 
Department of the Interior

gifts of property to cost t<j_ the owner and 
tax liability for the appreciated value of 
such property. He further opposed the 
recommendation for income tax deduction 
beginning at 3 per cent of the adjusted gloss 
income and the repeal of the provision for 
2-year charitable trusts.
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Editor's Notebook
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• Cherry blossom time in ^Washington is 

one of those vaunted "festivals" which lives 
up to its advance billings. . . . The tidal 
basin at the Jefferson Memorial (cover 
page) becomes a veritable "fairyland" and 
encourages a real mingling of visitors from 
across the nation with citizens in the area. 
. . . Both strangers and home-folks are con­
tent to spend a good deal of time gazing in 
simple wonder at the spectacle. . . AOther 
areas of Washington have long since taken 
up the delightful custom of planting cherry 
trees and now boast additional beauties 
for the eye to behold at cherry blossom 
time.
• The Baptist Joint Committee came to 
town last month. . . . They engaged in pro­
longed discussion of a variety of subjects, 
debated several timely issues and reviewed 
previous actions and studies in areas of 
relationships between the churches and gov­
ernment. . . . Several newsworthy items 
emerged (pages 6, 7) which speak to the* 
current scehe.
• The-'article by Bill Keucher (page 4) 
gives a fresh review of continued efforts to 
alter the "Bill of Rights”. ... He makes a 
good case for the adequacy of the First 
Amendment to insure religious liberty. . . . 
Barry (Jarrett's news analysis on page 2 
describes a national social report.
• Baptist Convention time is just around
the corner, with the American Baptist Con­
vention leading off beginning May 14 in 
Seattle, Washington. . . . The Southern Bap­
tist Convention will begin its annual session 
in New Orleans, Louisiana on June 10. . . . 
The Baptist General Conference will con­
vene for its* 90th session in Estes Park, 
Colorado on June 28. . . . Other national 
Baptist bodies will meet later in the year 
or will not hold sessions during this calen­
dar year. —JMS

Secretary Romney of the U. S. Depart­
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
has announced that procedures for the 
Turnkey method of public housing pro­
duction have been revised to attain a greater 
involvement of private enterprise in the 
program. Local housing authorities will soon 
have the new forms, standards and require­
ments.

Administration Study
Set on Prescription Drugs

* Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel­
fare Robert H. Finch released the final 
report of the Department's Task Force on 
Prescription Drugs on .March 16. He an­
nounced that he plans to appoint a group 
of non-government experts to review the 
extensive recommendations submitted by the 
Task Force over the past 10 months.

The principal' recommendation of the 
Task Force calls for coverage of out-of­
hospital prescription drugs under Medicare. 
Other major recommendations are concerned 
with drug costs, drug quality, and the role 
of the Federal Government in providing 
drug information to physicians.

"The whole subject of prescription drugs 
is vitally important to the people of this 
country," Secretary Finch said. "I want the 
work of the Task Force to receive the high­
est-level consideration by the medical pro­
fession, pharmacists, the drug industry, 
economists, and consumer groups. I want to 
be absolutely certain that the Department 
does everything in its power to make sure 
that the American people are receiving the 
best drugs obtainable at the most reasonable 
cost."

In commenting on the Task Force's pro­
posal for drug coverage under Medicare, 
Secretary Finch said:

"There can be no doubt that the elderly 
are hit hard by-drug costs. We have to 
determine now whether the Medicare sys­
tem offers the best means of helping older ' 
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Americans meet these costs. This and the 
more than 20 other recommendations of 
the Task Force demand, and will receive, 
very careful and thoughtful study." ’

The Task Force was established in May, 
1967, and consisted of key Department of­
ficials concerned with health, pharmaceutical 
affairs, and health care delivery programs 
under Social Security.

It has submitted a series of five interim 
reports and five detailed background papers 
whicn served as the basis for the final 
summary report issued today.

Copies of the report are available from 
the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office. Single copies 
are priced at $1.25.
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