UNiTED STATES SUPREME COURT Upnoios Tax ExemptioN Or CHurcH PROPERTY

THE. UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT in a 7-1 decision
upheld tax exemption for property used for religious purposes.
The decision was handed down from the High Court on May 4.

The general prnnciple enunciated by
Mr. Chief Justice Burger, who de-
Jivered the opinion of the Court, is
“that we will nolL tolerate either gov-
cromentally cstablished religion or
governmental interfereace with re-
ligion.”

The Court asserted that there can.
oot be “absolute™ separation of church
and state and that there roust always
be some degree of tontact or relatioa-
ship between the two.

The problem, according to the
Court, in church-state relations is to
avoid excessive involvements of the
state with the church or the church
with the state.

Tax exemption, the Court Declared,
“creates only a minimal and remote in-
volvement between church and state
and far less than taxation of churches."

Such exemption, the Cournt con-
tinved, “restricts the fiscal relationship between church and state,
and tends to complemcnt and reinforce the desired separation
insulating each from the other.”

The Coun conlinued ils historic stand that government should
be neutral toward religion, even if thal might be a benevolent
neutrality. The purpose of a properly tax exemption “is neither
the advancement nor the inhibition of religion; it s neither spon-
sorship nor hostility,” the Coun declared.

Therefore, the Court concluded, religious entities “should not be
inhibited in their activitics by property taxation or the hazard of
loss of those properties for nonpayment of taxes.”

The case of taxation of churches arose in the challenge of Fred-
erick Walz 10 the Tax Commission of the City of New York.
He sought an injunction in New York couris (o prevent property
tax excmptions to rcligious organizations for propertics used solcly
for religious worship.

Walz contended that such (ax exemption to church property in-
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directly required him 10 make a contribution to religious bodies,
thereby violating the Fivst Amendment which prohibits an estab-
lisbment of religion. The Supreme Count denied thin cootention.

The Walz case atiracted unusual attention throughout the nation
when it was accepted for review by the Supreme Court. A iotal of
L1 separate amicus curiae {friend of thc court) bricfs were filed in
addition o the briefs by Walz and the Tax Comrmission of the
City of New York,

Such widely separated views as that of the nationally known
atheist, Madalyn Murray O'Hair, and the Baptist Joim Committee
oa Public Affairs were presented 1o the Court. Mrs. O'Hair wanted
the churches to be taxed, while the Baplists contended that it would
be a denial of the principle of religious liberty if their tax exemption
were lifted. The Court in its decision agreed with the Baptists.

Mr. Justice Douglas was the lone dissenter in the Walz casc. He
said that “the question in the case therefore is whether believes—
organized in church groups—can be made exempt from real estate
taxes, mercly because they are believers, while nonbelievers, whether
organized or not, must pay the real estate taxes.”

Douglas further based his dissent on the contention that tax
exemption constitutes a subsidy for the churches, which he says is
in violation of the First Amendment

The Court rejected Douglas' view on the grounds that payment
of taxes by churches would constitute financial support of the gov-
emment by the churches. Chief Justice Burger stated that there
are as many hazards involved when the church supports the states
a3 when the state supports the church.

The Covrt made it clear that it did not vphold tax exemption
for churches on the basis of “absolute™ separation nor on the basis
of “social welfare services or ‘good works' that some churches
perform.” To set up a standard of good works to justify tax
exemption for churches, the Court conteaded, would make the
governmenit a judge as 10 the amount of good a church should
do to justify its exemption. This would produce undue interference
with the churches by the state, the Court said.

In the dicta that accompanied its decision the Court virtually up-
held its former decisions on bus rides and textbooks for pupils
parochial schools, It also defended the natiopal assumption that
tax exemption for churches does not violate the original intention
of the Conslitution makers,

(Coatinucd on page 8)



HIGH COURT ACTS ON CHURCH-STATE ISSUES

The U.S. Supreme Céurt continues to
write judicial history oo religioos liberty
and church-state relations. AltBough both
the begislative and cxecutive branches of
the government have heavy reapoduibilitics
for the preservation of Fint Amendment
frecdoms, the Supreme Court is a major
stabilizing force in this arca,

In » recent study of “The Supreme Court
and the Fist Amendment’s Religion
Clauvses” Dr. Walfred H. Peterson tame to
a comprehensive conclusion. He compared
the religious situstion it the US A with
that in other pations. He said:

“While iaterpretations of the Supreme
Court’s work on the Finst Amendment’s re-
ligious clauses vary, scholars who view
practices of foreign states generally agree
that” persons in the United States have »
comparatively byoad freedom of religion.
They also agree that church and state are
bere comparatively widely separated by
law.”

Some of the most recent decisions by the
Supreme Court foliow through on this evals
uation. It i3 hoped and expected that the
Supreme Court will continue to uphold the
Fint-Amendment in such a way as to guar-
antes maximum religious liberty for all per-
sons and groups.

Here are some samples of church-state
matters either recently acted upon by the
Court or presently under consideration.

Church and Tax Exemption. Should
churches pay taxes on their properties used
exchusively for religious purposes? Does it
violate a taxpayer's religious liberty for
government to grant tax exemption to church
property used for religious purposes? (Please
note that these questions do not cover church

_ property or income unrelated to religious
usage.) .

The Supreme Count in a 7-1 devision
ruled that tax exemption for property used
exclusively for religious purposes does not
violate the Fint Ameadment to the Consti-
tution. The case involved is Walz v. Tax
Commizsion.

Frederick Waiz_appealed from the Court
of ‘\ppnll of the State of New York which

ruled tha tax exemplion for property used
for religious parposes is not a violation of
the Constitution, either the state or the fed-
eral. The Baptist Joint Committes on Public
Affairs in an amicus curise brief in the case
took the position ¢hat tax exemption for
property used for religious purposes ia valid
on the grounds of religious liberty. (See the
larger nccount of this decision on page one,)

Public Aid to Church Schools. Tt is re-
ported that 39 of the states now have lawn
oo the books or are struggling with the prob-
kem of giving public aid ¢o private and
church-related schools. Onc of these states
is Pennsylvanis that has a Nonpublic Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act in
force. By this Act Pennsylvania purchaes
“secular” educstional services from non-
public schools.

These services mre defiaed a3 courses in
mathematics, modern foreign Janguages,
physical sciences, and physical education.
The reimbursement from public funds is
limited to the actual cost {0 a nonpublic
school of the teachers’ salaries, textbooks
and instructional material used in the teach-
ing of the courses.

A three-judge district count in Pennsylva-

nia ruled that this practice violated neither '

the state nor the federal constitutions. The
U. 8. Supremoe Court has agreed 10 hear the
case. A decision is expected probably some-
time in 1970 or early 1971.

Religion in Space. The U.S. Supreme
Court refused to hear an appeal from
Madalya Murray O'Hair who was seeking
to reatrain cenain religious activity of astro-
nauts in space. She had charged that the
broadcast of a prayer and of a Bible reading
of the account of creation during the Apallo
8 flight around the moon viMated the “no
catablishment of religion” clause of the
First Amendment. She also claimed that
such broadcasts violated her constitutional
right of freedom from religion.

Religious Symbois on Public Pmperly A
Christian cross was erected in a public park
in Eugene, Oregon. The Oregon Supreme
Court ruled the cross unconstitutighal and
ordered its removal. The U.S. Supremec

Establishes National
Office in Washington

REV. S. S. HODGES, Executive Secretary,
Progressive National Baplist Convention,
bhas established . a national beadquarters
office in Wasbington.

Rev. Hodge is the first full-time Executive
Secretary to be elected by the Progressive
Bapiists. The convention has grown to ap-
proximately 1,200 churches and 600,000
mepdbers since its organization in 1962.

The naticnhal office is located st 1239
Vermont Avenue, N. W.

Court refused (0 rule on the case siating that
it appeared that the decision “rests on ade-
quate state grounda.” So the quecation about
religious symbols on public property remains
unapswered as far as the federal coastitu-
tion is involved.

Sabbath in Texas. A state law in Teans

provides thal a store may open on Saturday
or Sunday, but not on both days. The statute
makes it unlawfui to sell 46 named cate-
gories of department store items on both of
the two consecutive days of Saturday and
Sunday.
. The U.S. Supreme Court dismissed the
appeal “for lack of a federal question.” The
Texas Supreme Court ruled in 1969 that the
statute in question serves the public purpose
“by providing u cunc-day surcease from labor
{to occur on the weekend) and still allevi-
ates the objections of the Sabbatarians by
permitting sales of the commodities on either
Saturday or Sunday (but not on both days)
at the option of the merchant.”
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THE UNITED BTATES SUPREME COURT, whlch began to lay out a clearer rationale for church-
atate relaticne {n the Walz case, will have at lesst two {mportaat church-state controversies
on its agenda in the next term.

THE FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT bere heard argumenta last week on compulaory chapel atten-
dance at the federal mwilltary academies. Regardleas of its decision, the case will be
appealed to the S8upreme Caurt for flnal determination,

THE PENNSYLVANIA CASE questionlng the consatltutionallty of state ald to parochial and other
nonpublic schoals will be heard by the Court some time this winter,

TAX EXEMPTION for property used for religious purposes achleved a firm position in coustitu-
tional law when the Supreme Court sustained the New York courta {n Walz v, Tax Comml|-
slon. This, however, does not settle all of the tax problems relatlog to churchea.

MANY OTHER QUESTIONS remaln in relation to businesses owned by religlous agencies, church
income from scurces unrelated to religion, tax exempt pastors' homes, etc,

FURTHER ACTIONS from tax asgessora, state and federal tax reguiationa and court dectsions
can be antictpated, The same rationale that applled to the Walz case may not apply in
other litigations.

THE IMPEACHMENT MOVEMENT directed at Justice Willlam O. Douglas will no doubt fail,
Ap a strict constructionist of the Firat Amendment, it he remains consistent, he will
probahly vots againset tax aid to nonpublic scheds.

PRESIDENT NIXON is serioualy seekingfunds he pledged over the next two years for improving
the quallty of education inractally isclated achoola aund for helplng school boards to achieve
lategration {n sltuations where extensive busing would not be required to bring it about,

ONE SOURCE his aldea are probing is the Department of Houslng and Urban Devel optment,
The posalbility of diverting fuada from the Model Cities program in order to provide them
for this oritical pledge i undergoing high level review.

MODEL CITLES is a Johnson Administration program in which 150 towns and citles coordinate
local, state and federal funds for services and construction to improve the quallty of life tn
blighted neighborhoods, The idea would be that the needs to be met are similar,

THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING aud Urban Development and the 150 towns aad clities may dip-
agree markedly, Nevertbelesa, the Presideut will need to find some tunds alresdy appro-
priated or general funds oot previously earmarked in order to keep his pledge which retains
a high priority.

May-June 1970
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W ublington has been called the oaly
place oa carth where sound travels faster
than light. -

It's also the only place I know where .1
equals 200 millica dollars. And Tor those
who may be mystified by this cquation, that’s
one-tenth of one percent of our ifederal
budget of $200 billion. r

These two stand-out features of our na-
tion's capital are cited because both are
uniquely related to thix exploration of gov-
emment trends into the '70s and their im-
pact on the nation.

In the first place, besides the normal
hazards and uncertaintics thal beset the
forecaster, Washingion is a notoniously slip-
pery subject to come to grips with. Talk is
ay much the capital’s business as the action
government takes—and it's frequendy hard
to 1ell which is the most important. Here,
indeed, is a city of mirrors and lights and
shadows, where it's become a matter of shecr
art to differentiate between fact and fictiop,
between rhetoric and rcalily.

But differentiate we must . . . for as our

MR. STTES is vice-president in charge
of the Washington office of Card Byoir
& Associates, leading public refations
firm which npumbers three dozen ma-
jor U. 8. businesses and other organi-
zations as clients,

Besides handling press and other
public relations activities, bis office
develops authonitative information on
government developmefts and coun-
sely managements on Washington rela-
tionshipa.

In the accompanying article b€ ana-
lyzes government trends from a busi-
ncssman’s point of view, which makes
exceptionally interesting reading for
religiovs leaders of the nation.
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'I'heir‘ Impact on the Nation

By James N. Sitea

citation of Washington arithmetic shows, we
are concerned heré with a mechanism whoae
size is almost beyond human comprehen-
sion and whose impact on our daily lives is
overwhelming. No one vnderstands this bet-
ter than our President—certainly including
the present occupant of the White House.

Even while fighting a two-front-war—the
grim conflict in Vietnam and the domestic
battle against infation—the President has
formed a broad strategy of bringing state
and local governments, plus private inter-
ests, inlo a partnemship with Washington in
dealing with pressing problems of educa-
lion, welfare, crime control, poltution abate-
ment, urban redevelopment and rural pov-
erty. According to bis close advisors the
President is after . . .

(1) Basic reform in such trouble-ridden
govemment programs as welfare, medical
aid and manpower development.

(2) Maximum administrative jnvolve-
ment of state and local goveruments in con-
verting national decisions into workable
grassroots and personal applications.

(3) New means of providing federal
financinl support to local units.

Revenue-sharing has been chosen by Mr.
Nixon as the financial instrument for achicv-
ing this kind of decentralization. Aware of
the financial crises besetting state and local
units, the Administration is moving to re-
place many federal granis now tied 10 ape-
cific subject categories with po-strings-
attached grants. It is also out 10 expand the
over-all outflow of federal funds. Nixon's
revenue-sharing proposal wo stact mod-
estly in the pext fiscal year at §1 biltion but
would rise by 1975 to an anaval $5 billion.

One respected Washington analyat feels,
bowever, that the Nixon decentralization
atternpt will prove a forlom hope. While
this observer considers it good politics to
offer the country a plausible-soundipg alter-
native to increased federal intervemfion, he
feels it is hardly a practical proposition in
an era of increased interdependence which
demands horizontal or nationwide govern-
ment decizions in almost every area.

In any event, whether public direction
and controls are cxerted by Washington or
by state and local governments, or by all
theee in combination, the outlook is viewed
by virtually all our contacts as one of stead-
ily more government influence rather than
less.

The Environmeit Insue: Existing
With AfBuence

Controls over pollution of the living en-
vironment are repeatedly ciled by capital ex-
perts as the biggest single ares of govern-
ment expansion in the yoars shead. This in-
cludes auto exhaust and smoke discharged
into the air, sewage and industrial wastes
pumped into our waters, teash and the de-
bris of affluence cluttering up the land, use
of chemical fertilizers and insecticides, even
noise, heat and ugly appearances. Intcrior
Secretary Hickel belicves $10 billion must be:
spent soon just to clean up our easential
waler respurces.

Most insiders sec a genuine crisis ap-
proaching on the environment front. The
fecling is that over the long term, existence
itsell could be jeopardized as a growing
populdtion requires a further revving up of
our industrial machine to produce new
mountains of goods and services—and pikes
of growing wastc. The result could be an
ncreasingly unpleasant and unwholesome
environment—and, eventually, a downright
dangerous one.

This is why tight controls will inevitably
hit the auto. Since over 50 per cent of air
pollutants are traccable to automobiles in
dense smog areas, many feel it'’s only a mat-
fer of time before the internal combustion
engine will be virtually banned, at least in
these locations. At the same time, private
auto usc will probably come in for scvere
curbs in vrban cenicrs for quite another
reason—ultimate traffic stagnation.

Mr. Nixon is suspected by one analyst of
giving high priosity to environment issues as
a rallying point for youth and liberals—an
altenative to Vicinam as an outlet for mil:-
tant energics. In any event, a new White
House council is now giving this top atien-
tion, and we can expect to hear much more
on this subject from both Washington and
America's mulliplying “survivalists.”

Consumerism: Second Big
Growth Area

By the beginning of 1970 some 407 bills
had been introduced in this Congress on 121
consumer issues, indicating the continually
rising pressure behind the consumerism
movement. Indeed, scarcely a product or
service intended for general consumption
seems immune from government attention.
Clearly, business will have to scramble even
harder to meet increased public and govern-
ment pressure to improve product quality

Report From The Capital



and safety, warrsnties and the truthfulpess
of performance claims.

Such increased attention to customer salis-
faction is bound to raise husiness costs and
put & crimp in profit margins, just as new
curbs on industrial pollution will. Yet, as the
by-no-means-yadical U. S. Cbamber of Com-
merce points out:

“If responsible busincssmen fail to deal
electively with the problems of America's
203 million consumers, government officiala
of both parties will impose their own
answers.”

On the positive side, one can only wonder
at the lack of political emphasia on what
a truly excelient socicty Americans could
create by really coming to grips with its
remaining defecta. The job of rebuilding our
cities, for inatance, is a mission of such scope
and drama as 10 dwarf all previous con-
struclion projects. It will not only build new
solidity and stability into the American ays-
icm. The buying power ubnleashed by this
activity at the lowest-income levels, in com-
binalion with hard-core employment and
minority business formation programs, could
likewise open up vast new markets and spur
economic expansion for decades to come,

Our Washington talks have pointed up
these other significant trends toward greater
governmenl involvement in business affairs:

Housing: The principal victim of tight
money and rising interest rates, the nation's
supply of housing is seen as heading into
shortages that will have to be dealt with
soaner or Jater. Yet the longer the backlog
of unblled demand builds up, the bigger will
be the eventual boom in this area.

Education: The sky scems to be the limit
for government spending for education.
Alongside welfare costs, this is the biggest
single burden for state-local governments,
which are siepping up efforts to shift more
of it onto Washington, Mcanwhile, growing
numbers of parochial schools are surrender-
ing 1o high costs and unloading their stu-
dents onio public systems.

Merger Control: While many of the old-
style regulatory agency restrictions over util-
ity prices, profits and operating rights scem
10 be loosening, government's attitude, even
in the Nixon Admunistration, seems 1o be
stiffening toward big mergers—those that
allow dominant companies in an industry to
become even more dominant. Meanwhile,
the groping goes on to develop a public
posture toward the rising number of “con.
glomerates” or widely diversified giants.

Transport Problems: Jam-ups in air \raffic
are bound to come in for rising government
altention, along with those on the ground
within urban complexes. More government
money will go inlo mass transit. And safety
hazards will be an area of rising government
concern. One editor illusirates how govern-
ment is virtually forced 10 take action in
problem areas by citing the growing mess in
aulo insurance coverage.

May-June 1970

Vietnam and the Bugaboo of Inflation

Second ooly to President Nixon's worries
ovel Vietnam is his concern with the rav-
ages of inflation. After months of tight mon-
etary controls, prices still rose in 1969 by
nearly 6 per cent. The President recognizes
Vietnam spending and inflation as being
closely linked and that be must take effective
action on both fronts without precipitating a
recessiop if he is 1o be reelected in 1972—
and, of more immediate conceru, get a
Republican majority in Congress in this fall’s
voting.

Military spending cutbacks mre needed
now more than ever to free funds for the
critical domestic programs on which Nixon
needs to prove he can muke progress. Tax
reform/reduction moves in Congress have
put a lid on incrcases in federal revenues.
This means that funds for other programs
have to come muinly from military econo-
mies. Since postponed defense R&D pro-
grams and overall national security demands
leave little room to maneuver in this re-
spect, the federal government is heading into
a tightening financial squeeze.

Qutsized wage and fringe benefit in-
creases demanded and won by unions pose
another inflationary problem, cven assuming
the President is able (o keep the federal
budget in surplus. Labor Secretary Schultz
stresses that this administration intends to
stay oul of bargaining disputes in hopes this
will strengthen management in bringing in-
creases more into line with labor produc-
tivity gmins.

But it's doubtful whether this resolve can
be maintained in case of a strike againsl a
really essential industry. Also, as construc-
tion industry unions have demonstrated re-
pefitedly, keeping labor gains related to pro-
ductivity increases may be a forlomm hope.
Indeed, some observers fecl this can be
achieved only through wage and price con-
trols or the arbitration of labor disputes. And
no svch action is anywhere in sight at this
time.

What are the main political trends today?

1. Republicanization of the South is seen
by man¥ as a conlinuing trend that could
loosen Southern Democrats' grip on key
Congressional committees. When the first
Republican in a hundred years became gov-
ermmor of Virginia this past November, it
brought unbrsidled elation at the White
House, and for more reasons than that he's
a close friend of Mr. Nixon. Observers feel
that Mr. Nixon must win more of the South
to achieve reelection in 1972 and that he
will therefore continue doing his utmast to
build support here without losing it eise-
where,

2. Suburbanitarion of American politics
is another trend—perhaps the most mean-
ingful of all. indeed, Mr. Nixon seems to be
nding this in seeking to build a new Repub-
lican/conservative coalition 1o last this en-
tire decade and beyond. Reapportionment of

legislatures in Jine with the Supreme Court
one-man-one-vote decree is xhifting political
power from rural America (o urban areas;
however, this is not shifting to urban centers
with their constant or diminishing popula-
tion but, instcad, to our ever-expanding
suburbs,

3. Negro movement into inner cifies, at
the same time, is bringing more black repre-
sentatives to both pational and state legis-
Iaturcs a1 well aa into <ity halls. Since they
sre mostly Protestant, black voters are also
diluting the power of those big city political
machines that depended heavily on Catholic
majorities.

4. Labor union political power is seea by
some as diminishing in line with the leveling
off of union membership relative to the total
work force. Others, however, contend that
union finances have mever been in better
shapc and that unions are finding more
subtle ways of making their influence felt.
As one columnist says, “labor can still run
rings around business when it comes (o using
political pressure.”

5. Union ability to deliver member votes,
however, does appear to be vanishing. In-
deed, this is cited as a trend among all
organizations. Political labels are coming 10
have less meaning, the government process
is becoming more pragmatic, and the “inde-
pendent” bloc is growing wider and more
decisive than ever.

6. Growing numbers of young voters arc
entering the political mix despite one ex-
pert’s analysis that today's clectorate is “un-
young, unpoar, and unblack”—that iy, the
typical voter is in his early 40s and [lairly
affluent, and 9 out of 10 are white. Never-
theless, the coming of voting age of the
flood of babies born in the post World War
II years will have a gathering effect on gov-
ernment, expressing itself in more virulent
politicking, anti-militarism and more vocal
demands for action on social prablems.

7. Continued gains in Congressional
power of the West and Southwest are likely.
The 1970 census may result in California's
picking up as many as 6 morc seats. This
will bring its total lo 44, or one-tenth of the
entire House of Representatives. New York
will place second with a drop to 40 seats.

8. Republican capture of Congress, or at
least of the Senate, is viewed in Washington
as a distinct possibility in this November's
clections, with the outcome depending on
the President’s success in siraightening out
the economy and disengaging in Vietnam.
Hanoi may hold the answer on both counts,
but right now the omens are favorable de-
spite the Democrats’ plan to emphasize Re-
publican*failuge in bolding down the cost of
living. Economists are predicting an econom-
ic upturn in the year's second half—and the
stage secms to be getting set for the return
home aof masses of U.S. troops this summer
and fall.
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RAGSDALE WRITES BOOK ON U.S. POLITICS

U.5. POLITICS—inside and Opt is the
title of & now book published in April, 1970
by U.S. News and World Report. The author
is Warner B. Ragadale, Sr., a member of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
and a frec-lance political editor of U.S.
News and World Report, retingd.

The book Jucidly highlights the current
political stene in the nation, deals with the
specifics of political campaigns and elections
at al] levels and tells what the voter can do
about it.

Part 1, entitied “Who Runs the Countyy,”
graphically spells out where the power is and
how it is masked 10 the unsophisticated. The
writer draws upon 44 yean eXperience as a
newspaper man who has covered cvery na-
tional clection since 1928. He draws a Tug-
ged picture. N\

Nipety-seven percent of Americans -

might be rated as “customers.” They give
aothing (o any political party—no money,
oo work at the polls, no attendance at
precinct meetings, no secvice a3 a volun-
teer ‘worker for any candidate. They sit
back, allowing others to get the job dowe.
This leaves the running of the govemment
ior the hands of 3 percent of the American
people.

Like the board of directory of a corpo-
ration, the men at the top of this small
group make the important decisions about
candidates’and pass the word down to the
rank-afid file. They represent the large
sources of money required for political
campaigns of one party or the other at all
levels, from county courthouse to state-
house to the White House.

Few politicians can move very far

without the word from the moaecymen.
This select group may be composed of as
few as a dozen mzn in cach of the 3,043
countics in the United States. As the
major “stockholders” in government, they
make the basic decisions. They may act
in person or work through an agent. Their
hand is pot always visible. They are labor
officials, bankers, industrialists, busioess-
men, wealthy individuals. Often they hold
Bo plmcil or party office.
Normal lethargy of the Amcrican people
ia deplored again and again us & major factor
in the making of Amenican politics, In Part
11, which Ragsdale calls, “The System At
Work," he skiflfutly describes this deadly
atlment at the local level which has its awe-
some effect clear up the line 1o the While
Houfe.

Maoy refuse office in,the government
of the average rural county because of the
small pay and minor authority. In one
western state, county offices were regarded
3 50 unattractive that no capablc” person
in cither party wanted to run. There was
trouble finding candidates for county
commissioner, state legislator, county
clerk, or clerk of the court. At a party
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meeting, it was neceasary to draft candi-
dates for these officea to round out the
ticket, even though there was no doubt
the men oo the ticket would be elected.

Except in big counties or cities where
the stakes are higher and the glory shines
brighter, studies show that the average
courthouse crowd stays in office year after
year, election after election. County
courthouse officiala with their families and
hangers-on comprise the heart of local
political organizations. In many ataics,
this is the party machine. These people
control the choice of candidates for the
state legislature, and this tends to put
them in s privileged category. The offi-
cials do little favom for (ricnds and carry
on the amall affairs of the county and
stay in office. Ouly a scandal or the ap-
pearance of a man with driving political
ambition can shake them loose. Even a
presidential sweep by the opposition
party often leaves county officials un-
scathed

The entire book is alive with historical
facts and data, yet written in a‘lively style
which makes it interesting and exciting read-
ing. Laced with graphs, diagramsa and illus-
trations which orient the reader in terms of
familiar faces, recent campaigna and intér-
esting tabulations, the narrative flows logi-
cally.

While much of the information .is not
altogether atrange 10 many readeft, the
wealth of material and the compilation of
valuable data under the covers of a modern
paperback makes the book especially de-
sirable for any student of the political acene.

“What the Voter Can Do,” carefully de;
lipeated in Part [Il, constitutes » primer for

the average layman who is interested in mak-

ing his vote more meaningful in the future.
It takes relatively few votes to change
things, even in our complex, technical

Pentagon Defends Compulsory
Chapel in Service Academies

The Pentagon put two of its top men on
the witness stand in the U. S. District Court
in Washington to testify in support of com-
pulsory chapel attendance at the nation's
tbree militery scademiics.

A caso filed in the District Court charges
that the military regulation is in conflict with
Firt Amendment guarantees of freedom of
religion. The American Civil Liberties Un-
ion {ACLU) filed the suit in behalf of mix
midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy
and one West Point cadet.

Sccretary of Defcnse Melvin R. Laird
and the three secretaries of the Army, Navy
and Air Force are named as defendaats.

At the three academies Protestant, Catho-
lic and Jewish services are provided on Sun-
day moming which the cadets and midship-
men must atiend or risk punitive action.

Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, Chief of
Nevali Operations and Chairman-designate
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the three
secrelaries bad reviewed the regulation re-
cently with Sec. Laird and had concluded
that the compulsory services should be
maintained.

Moorer defended the regulation as a part
of the whole package of the military's “lend-
ership training” for future officers. The pur-
pose of the requirement, he told the Cour,
is "to enhance the leadership and command
ability” of the men. He explained thal tho
requirement 10 attend chapel puts the future
officer in a position where he will get “a
feel of the impact of religion on various
individuals.”

Such an “understanding and feel of reli-

{Continued on page 8)

world. A set of figures, revised to fit the
1970 ¢lections, provides this picture:

® In cvery election diatrict seventy-four
of ecach bundred adults arc registered
volters.

® Of these seventy-four, only fifty-five
will vote in the primaries when candidates
are chosen. This ia an average of fewer
than eleven in each party.

® Of those ceven, a candidate needs
only six to win a primary.

These figures indicate that a dedicated
six percent at work in each congressional
district can control the country, and they
illuatraie bow few would be needed to
change the entire tone of American gov-
emment. They can represent a profound
hape for those intereated in good govern-
meat, or an ever-present danger 10 the
lethargic citizen who sleeps through elec-
tions,

The volume is currently available from
U.S. News. and World Report, 2300 “N"
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20037,
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How Do | Sound?

COMMUNICATING THE GOSPEL

By Leomard L. Hill ~

No woman who works with amall children
in our church would blame wrinkles in her
dress on = commuaicstion principle.

But it happens every Sunday!

Ask the worker how her clothes get
mussed and she will tell you the obvious
cause: “We spend & lot of time sitting on the
floor with the children.”

But ask ber why sbe sits on the floor with
the children and sbe will state &8 communica-
tion principte: “Because il's much easier 0
talk with s two-year-old when you're down
on his level.”

Now if this principle is good enough for
the nursery section of a church, why isa't it
applicable to the pulpit?

I'm not advocating that ministers begin
delivering their sermona from a sitlting posi-
tion on the floor; mor implying ihat all con-
gregations are children—spiritual or other-
wise!

This is simply a plea for preachers and
other church leaders to find out if they
really arc communicating—especially with
non-Christians and the gospel illiterates—
and if not, to do something abaul.it. {Same
gospel illiteratea may have been church
members for twenty-five years!)

Every Sunday theological-ministerial-other
worldly-jargon pours from far too many
pulpits 10 ears of laymen tuned to receive
more familiar sounda.

The same preachers who expect foreign
missionaries to lcarn another language in
ordec to witness to nationais in a foreign
land are content 10 speak a foreign language
to the laymen in their congregations in this
country.

It bringy to mind the following letter:

Dear Mr. Gonzales:

Since learning that you are not a Chris-
tian, my heart has been constantly bur-
dened because of concem for your soul.

I long 1o be the first to tell you how
your sins can be washed away by the
biood of the Lamb. Every day [ pray that
soon you will be saved so that you can
publically make a profession of faith.

But there is one problem, Mr. Gon-
zales. You speak only Spanish.

Before I can telt you the good news of
the gospel you will need 10 learn English.
1 am waiting impatiently till that moment
when 1, a born again believer, can wilness
10 you,

Youn in Chrisuan concern,
A. Pastor

P.S. T hope you can find someone 10

translate this lefier,

May-June 1970

Don’t bother worrying whether Mr. Gon-
zales found = trapslstor. Worry about
whether he could get the memsage even if it
were in Spanish! And worry about whether
the language you speak from the pulpit is
foreign to your listeners.

Jt can be a painful experience for a
presacher to discover that what he consider
to be plain English ia “not-so-plain English.”
It happened to me as & young minister in a
rural Oklahoms community.

I had gone {0 “witness” 10 & middlc-aged
woman noied foc ber indifference to the
church. [n my mind [ carefully went over
what T was going to say. After some pre-
liminary pleasantries, I began.

“Are you a Christian?"

“Why yes,” she replied.

Her uvaexpected answer complsicly sbat-
tered my well planned approach. 1 had un-
derstood on good authority that she was a
prize prospect to be saved—and cestainly
was not a Christian{

Stumbling along in conversation T gradu-
ally leamed the problem. What the woman
meant by “Christian” and what 1 meant by
“Christian” were poles apart.

Her line of reasoning was:

I am a citizen of the United States. The
United States is a civilized country. There-
fore I am not a heathen. And if 1 am not a
hgathen, I surely must be a Christian.

A lot of other words and phrases minis-
ters consider short and simple, simply aren’t!

If you are daring, make a survey of a
random sample of church goecrs and non-
church goens. Ask them the meaning of “'re-
pent,” “to be saved,” “to make a profession
of faith,” “witness,” *the gospel.”

And if you gel over the shock of blank
stares, . wild misconceptions, and blunt,
“don't know’s” move on 1o find out what the
general public thinks is the meaning of
“justification,” “ecumenical,” “sapctified,”
and “be saved.”

Then you'll understand the minister's
smal) daughlcr, who said 10 him on the way
home from church: “Daddy, I heard you
preach. Now tell me what you said.”

Part of the problem is the misuse of words
or using the wrong words at the wrong time.
“Corner backs,” "post patiems,” and “Z
outs,” fit well in a knowledgeable discussion
of football. But it would be out of place for
a doctor to talk about cutting a “post pat-
tem” in surgery.

Some of the language that fits in well at
the seminary or in preacher-to-preacher dis-

cussions can be just as out of pisce when
ueed in the pulpit.

Words are simply tools to be used in the
procems of communication. Worda can be

pulpit and pew.
The problem rests squarcly on the shoul-

his listcuers understand. If you
don’t think there is a difference in the Jan-
guage of pulpit and pew, listen to & Inyman
speak in a worship service.

A preacher trying to learn the Innguage of
his people faces some formidable problems.

One problem is that aot all lsymea speak
the same language. There are lawyer dialects,
hippie dislects, rural dialects, inner city
dialects, youth dialetts, and the dialects of
the business world. All of theae and more
may be represented in & single congregation
oo Sunday moruing.

Another problem is thst today’s language
styles scem lo change almost as fast as
clothing fashions. Words continually flow in
and out of the vocabulary scene. Every
generation has its “in™ language.

A few months ago few people had ever
heard of “psychedelic,” much less could
spell it, Now such recent terms as “up tight”
and “tell it like it is” are outdated. And how
long has it been since you bheard of a
“crackerjack” idea? On the other hand, can
you go a day without hcaring or reading the
“in” words “pollution” and “ecology"?

Words also change in meaning. When
writing Sunday School lessons based on the
King James text T apend much time explain-
ing today's meaning of many of the terms
used by the ancient translators. “Conversa-
ton"” of King James day becomes “life
style” today. “Perfect” may mean “com-
plete.”

Word meaning chapges seem to be accel-
erating. “Grass” need no longer refer 10 the
green stuff we mow in our yard., “Tough"
and “beavy” have good counotalions 1o
young people but not to Al Capone condi-
tioned adults. Today a mainliner is not a
train, but a beroin addict in the advanced
stages.

How to speak the language of your lis-
teners and yet get over your message ig
apily illustrated in former big league base-
ball player Jim Piersall's description of how
to diaper a baby:

“Spread the diaper in ‘the position of a
bascball diamond, with you at bat. Then
fold second base down to home, and set the
baby on the pitcher's mound. Pin first base
and third together, bring up home plate and
pin the Yhree together. Of course, in case of
rain you gotta start all over again.”

lia up to the preacher to present deep
spiritual truths just as clearly to hia people.
{Continued on page 8)
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PENTAGON . . .
* {Continued from page 6)

gion” will help an officer laler in crisis situ-
ations in ‘war, the 41-year Navy veteran
waid. He explained that it is important for
military lcaders to understand why men re-
sct in different ways and “why some find
it pecessary to resort 1o religion in times of
crisis.”

The top Navy man was as¥ed if 2 moral
and ethics course could achieve this instcad
of the forced attendance at chapel. “Mo, this
is the best way to see how people live . . .
and it is better to observe this in & rcal
world than an artificial one,” he answered.

When Moorer was told by the ACLU
lawyer, Warren Kaplan, that many church
groups had urged that the requirements be
lified, be said that their opinion would not
change his mind. “They are thwking ip
terms of ‘forced worship' and we are think-
ing in terms of leadershdp truining,” he
asseried.

A cadet or midshipmen could be excused
from chapel, Moorer continued, if he could
prove that compulsory attendance “is coun-
ter productive 1o the goals of the academy.”
A man would not be excused solely because
he did not believe, be said.

An carlier witness from the Defense De-
parithent, Roger T. Kelley, ibe assislant sec-
retary for manpower and reserve affairs,
said that an excuse would not be granled to
the man who refused to atiend chapel be-
cause be felt it violated his First Amendment
rights,

Lawrénce Speiser, arguing for the ACLU
on the opening day, asked Kelley what un-
dermtanding of others' apiritual beliefs the
men gained from attending services of their
own denominations.

“It's all part of the samc spiritual ball
game,” Kelley replied. “To the extent that
attendance is required, they will end up
getting a better understanding™

Rebuttals to the Pentagon's position dur-
ing the three-day trial came from two
clergyman, one a Baplist, and from a grad-
vate of West Point,

A. Ray Appelquist, Execulive Secretary
of the Geneval' Commission on Chaplains
and Armed Forces Personpel, told the Court
that the mandatory chapel services has had
an “adverse effect” on recruiting chaplains.

When asked to explain, Appelquist, an
American Baptist and a former Anmy chap-
lain, said that “the pool of men interested
in the chaplaincy Bas been reduced” be-
cause®of the “climate” created by the com-
pulsory sttendance regulatiop.

During that hearing a Baptist from Carmi,
., Lt. David Vaught, told of his cffont to
get permission to atiend Southern Baptist
services within a §5 or 20 mile radius of
West Point, N.Y. Permission was never
granted.
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SUPREME COURT . . .

{Continued from Page 1)

I its concluion the Court said: “Jt ap-
pears that at least up to 1885 this Coust,
reflecting more, than s ceatury of our history
and uningerrupted practice, accepied without
discussion the proposilich that ,federal or
state grants of tax exemplion to churches
were not a violation of the Religious Clauses
of the First Amendment. As~to the New
York siatute, we now confirm that view.”

Juatices Harlan and Breonan concurred
in the finding of the majonity of the Court,
but flled separale opinions along with that
of Justice Burger.”

GOSPEL . ..

(Continved from Page 7)

A minister | know did this in his explana-
tion of “repentance.” “It means,” be said,
“that God never takes anyone to hesven
backward. You've, got to tum around and
face toward him."

A debate plways arises over the thought
of doing away with familiar King James
terms rich in meaning to the seminarian;
terms like “regeneration,” “justification,”
“salvahon.” 11 is pointed out that these were
not necessarily familiar terms in New Testa-
ment days. Psul had to explain what they
mean. So did other church teaders.

s This brings up another point. A preacher
docs not have to stay at his audience's level
of vocabulary and understanding—bdu¢ he
certainly has to start there/ And he bhad
better be certain that his avdience moves
along with him when he begins to interject
his theological terms.

It can be done. A speaker can use facts his
listeaers know and emotions they have ex-
perienced to teach them facts they do not
know and 10 arouse emotions they have not
experienced.

An administrator of a Baptist children's
home did this quite well as he tricd to ex-
plain to well-adjusted adults why some chil-
dren who came 10 his home have a tough
shell built around their emotions,

“Imagine what kind of person‘you would
be,” he said, “if youn had watched your own
littke dog, which you loved dearly, being
deliberately run over by a car, Not once, but
every day! And you knew that each time the
crucl driver was one of your own parents.”

Yes, the pressure of good communication
is on the preacher. He is the one wih the
impotrtant message. He is the one with the
desire to tcli others. And to know the words
his Jisteners vnderstand he is going to have
1o truly know the people to whom he
preaches.

Giving up familiar preacher jargon and:
using the language of the layman may be
like leaming a foreign language for some
preachers. But why have an cfficient sound
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system in order to be heard if you are going
to use words that cannot be understood?

The next time you pass your church nur-
sery, see if you gel the message. Even better,
ask yofrsell whether the people are getting
your mcssage!
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