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Roiigious Libeﬁf and the Pluralisfic Society

By James E Wood, Jr.

In the United States, religious libesty
through the separation of church and state
rests oot only upon the notion and histor-
ical reality of America as a secular state,
guaraniced by the “no-establishment of re-
ligion," but also upon a phlurslistic society in
which “the free exercise of religion” is a-
wred. As the sep-
arstion of church
and siate is to be
regarded as  the
guarantee of relig-
jous liberty, so the
secular statt is the
legal basis of the
plurslistic society.

The issue of re-

ligious Jiberty,
which inevitably in-
volves liberly of

consgience and

ther€by all civil liberties, is crucial to the
understanding snd meintenance of Amen-
can democracy as & free socicty, Indeed
the correlative of religious liberty is nothing
less than the right of dissent, for as the
former Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes
stated it, "When we lose the right 1o be
different, we iose the right to be free™ A
pluralistic society is one in which minority
and individual rights are constitutionally
guaranieed, and the free exercise of reli-
gion—freedom of religion and freedom
from religion—is assured. While the theo-
logical basis of the secular state is the sov-
ereigoty of God, the theological basit of the
pluralistic sodiety is the sacredness of per-
sons. Indeed, the conception of man as a
child of God is the basis of democracy. As
Thomas Jefferson expressed it, “All men are
endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable righis."

These inalienable rights include freedgm
of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of
press, the right of assembly, and the right
“for a redress of grievances.” There is to-
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day, and justifiably so, special concern for
“equal justice under the law™—the extension
of these rights to prohibit discrimination in
sll matters pertaining 10 public institutions,
public housing, the political right of fran-
chise, and economic and employment prac-
tices.

Thiese constitutional gusraoiees have no
real meaning apart from individual and
minority rights, which can oanly be main-
tained in the free society. The totalitarian
state allows and demands consent only,
while the free and pluralistic society guar-
antees and requires the right of dissent as
well as the voluntary consent of the gov-
erned. In this regard, it is necessary to
realize that minority rights are necessary
not only to sustain the principle of freedom,
but also to maintain a democratic- form of
government. Without guaranteed civil li-
bertizs there could be actually no demo-
cratic rule, even of the majority. “The
worth of a State,” John Stuart Mill wrote,
“. . . is the worth of the individuals com-
posing it . . . a State which dwarfs its men,
in order that they may be more docile in-
struments in its hands even for beneficial
purposes—will find that with small men no
great things can really be accomplished.”

As recognized by the courts, both state
and federal, constitutional limitations exist
for the protection of minorities, oot majori-
ties, who are generally regarded as able to
protect themselves. Even democracy needs
to be limited and this limitation of the sov-
ereignty of the people is pnmmly main-
tained through the courts. Fq'mcr Justice
Felix Frankfurter cxpresesed it this way:
“Judicial review is a deliberate check upon
democracy through ac organ of govern-
ment not subject to popular centrol.” .Li-
berty, whether civil or religious, is freedom
from the tyranoy or contrel of the state, the
guaranteed right of dissent, and the freedom
to obey one's conscience in so far aglit does
not infringe upon the rights of others or
threaten the stability of the social order. In
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religious matters, freedom of religious belief
is sbeolute, altbough religious practice is
subject to the basic lawa of the state for the
protection of the rights of others.
Religious liberty historically has been in-
tegrally related to majority and minority
group relations. Toleration in religion has
never come easy mmong the major faiths of
maokind. Religious majorities have slways
found it difficult to grant full freedom to
religious dissenters ok minorities. Pluralism,
though descriptive constitutionslty and 30-
ciologically of American culture, is by no
means an accepted fact among all religious

groups in the United States. Ipherent in

the present tensions between church and
state in the United States today is the
avowed purpose and felt-need of many to
commit this nation ta the faith of the “ma-
jority" and the “founding fathors." Actually,
there is no religious majority in this coun-
try, and no reasonably uniform religious
faith of the founding fathers is discernible
from history.

There are those, for example, who con-
tinue to assume, as in the controversy sur-
rounding religion in the public schools, that
the constitutional guarantees of religious
freedom apply on]y to Christinnity, aaod that
dlmtabllshment in the United States simply
means’ non- -preferential treatment of the
various Christian denominations and sects.
This is to misunderstand the nature of
the free and pluralistic society, which re-
quires a state to be uncommitted in matters
of faith and religion, and at the same time

‘is, in effect, a denial of the very principle of

religious liberty. Generally behind such
thinking is the presupposition that majority
might should prevail over minority right—
that a tyranny of the majority is historically
and constitutionally justified. To suggest
that in the question of religion in the public
schools, as in all other church-state matters,
school-sponsored religious exercises should
be permitted because we are predominantly
a religious people is to ignore both the na-
ture of our free society as a secular state
and the rights of those millions of Ameri-
cans who do not share any commitment to a
Judeo-Christian faith.

In recent years voices have been heard
expressing the danger of the "tyraony of the
minority” and the cxtreme danger of indi-
vidual rights’ being carried too far. To be
sure, there is such a danger in the free
society, but the point is thal a tyranny of
the majority is no less in conflict with the
frec society than a tyranny of the minority.
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DECEMBER IN WASHINGTON is looked upon by many as a dull month, because Congress is not in
session. However, December is one of those more significant months of the year, This year it
is the period between the 92nd and 93rd Congresses, It is the period between the national elec-
tion and the beginning of a new Administration. The Supreme Court is in session. The routine
functions of the executive branch of government continue.

THIS DECEMBER the Nixon Administration is making many shifts in its power structure. On "The
Hill" much "behind-the~scenes” activity is going on. The Democratic party is re-structuring ¢
iteelf. Republicans, likewise, are jockeying for position. Plans are being made for new Con-
gressijonal committee assignments. Legislative aides are busy at work preparing new and re-
vised bills to be introduced in the 93rd Congress. Lobbying groups are busy realigning their
forces and trying to anticipate their courses of acrion during 1973,

A WASHINGTON OFFICE that is asleep in December will be left behind in January. Things don't
just happen in Washington. Most developments are planned well in advance. Many can be easily
anticipated if the proper contacts are maintained.

BAPTISTS CAN AND DO INFLUENQCE public policy in the states as well as in the nation as a whole.
The recent veto of the Permsylvania anti-abortion bill by Gov. Milton ). Shapp is a good illus-
tration. The bill would have allowed abortions in Pennsylvania only if a panel of three doctors
agreed the operation was necessary to save the woman's life.

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST CONVENTION in Boston in L1968 passed a resolution saying that abortion
should be performed “at the request of the individual (s) concerned” up to the 12th week of preg-
nancy. After the L2th week, the resolution cited three criteria for the termination of a preg-
nancy: (1) when there was a danger to the physical or mental health of the woman; (2) when
there was documented evidence that the conceptus had a mental or physical defect; and (3) when
there was documented evidence that the pregnancy was the result of rape, incest, or other
felonious act.

THIS DENOMINATIONAL RESOLUTION was used by American Baprist Convention leaders and by
Pennsylvania state Baptist leaders to reinforce their personal views as they petitioned Gov.
Shapp to veto the abortion bill,

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND illustrates some of the problems that arise when the church and the *
state become too closely aligned. For instance, the general synod of the Church of England
plans to ask the British Parliament for freedom to contrel its own liturgy and warship. At pres~
ent the Church has to ask Parliament for permission each time it wants to change its services
or formulate its doctrine. The synod wants to make some changes in the liturgy, but in order
to avoid conflict with the Parliament, it is stating in effect that whatever changes might be made
at this time, the traditional 1662 Prayer Book will not be scrapped.
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Get Acquainted Series

This article on the Amcrican Dap-
tist Convention concludes our series
of articles imroducing the denomina-
lions that sponsor the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Aflairs. The
American Baptist Convention is one
of nine Baptist bodies in North Amer-
ica thal cooperate in sponsoring a
public affairs office in Washingion,
D. C.

The nine Baptist denominations
sponsoring the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee are:. Amcrican Raplist Conven-
tion, Baptist Federation of Canada,
Baplist General Conference, National
Baptist Convention, National Baptist
Convention, Inc., North American
Baptist General Conference, Progres-
sive Nalional Baptist Convention,
Inc., Sevenih Day Baptist Genceral
Conference, and Southern Baptist
. Coavention.

Cover Picture

—~The American Baptist Convention
building, located at Valley Forge, Pa.,
is & “Statement in Stone™ It says,
“Unity and Strength,” according to
Archilect Vincent G. Kling. When it
was occupied, the circular building
brédught 10gether inlo one cohesive
unit several different denominational
hoards Jocated in seven buildings in
two cities 93 miles apart. 1t was dedi-
cated May 26, 1962.

General Secretary Edwin H. Tuller
declared, “The purpose is not to build
a monument but (o send the gospel of
Jesus Christ to the furthermost paris
of the ®orld throvgh missionary rep-
reseotatives and the printed word."”

The Graphic Arts building fans out
beside the circular structure and is
architecturally designed to contribute
to 1the world mission of the American
Bapust churches. It houses the print-
ing, binding, stock and distribution
centers of the American Baptist Pub-
lication’ Society.

Strategically Jocated at historic
Valley Forge and alongside the Penn-
sylvania Turapike the ABC building
is a testimony to the dedication of
American Baptists to total mission of
the gospel of Christ:
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American'Baptist Churches In The US.A.

By Robert C. Camphell

The constituency of the American Bap-
tist Churches is 6,019 churches with a mem-
bership of 1,561,760, tocated in 45 different
states, but concentrated mainly in the north-
crn part of the United States.

1o May, 1972 the Convention adopted a
major reorganization in the interest of
better representation and more cflective mis-
sion. The new structure can be seen best in
historical context. Early in the history of
the Triennia)l Convention (the earliest com-
mon name for the American Baptist For-

Robert C. Campbell is the General
Secretary of the American Baptist
Churches in the U. S. A. Succeeding
Edwin H_ Tuller who resigned in 1970
and Frank E. Johnsion who retired in
1972, Campbell assumed his new posi-
tion August I, 1972,

Campbell came 10 his adminisirative
position from rthe deanship of the
American Baptist Seminary of the West
{Covina, Calif). Prior to that he was
astrociate professor of New Tegtament.
Earlier he taught ot Eastern Bapiist
Seminary and Eastern Baptist College,
$r. Davids, Pa.

As General Secretary of the ABC,
Dr. Campbell is the principal admin-
istrative officer of the convention and
of the General Board. under the direc-
rion of the General Board. He super-
vises the work of the stafl emp'oyed by
the convention and the General Board,
and acts at coordinator of the various
functions of the convention.

cign Mission Socicty), the societal principle
won out over the ecclesiastical principle in
relation to the American Baptist World Mis-
sion, with the result that missions iended to
become a function of the mission society
rather than of the cburch. Strict autonomy
was guaranteed for the national mission so-
cicties as well as for Jocal churches, so a
genvine denominational self-consciousness
developed slowly. Yet fiscal necessity as
well as administrative integrity required s
growing measurc of cooperation among na-
tional missionary organizations that ap-
pealed 10 the same body of churches for
suppart.

Diligent efforts over a period of many
years finally enabled the mission leaders to
organize the Northern Baptist Convention
in 1907, bringing together in a new coopera-
tive relationship such orgapizations as the
American Baplist Foreign Mission Society,
the oldest Baptist missionary and educa-
tional agencies serving in the United States
at the national Jevel. All of these organiza-
tions’ had functioned for generations before
the Convention itself became the coordinat-
ing instrument for the many missionary mnd
cducational activities through which the
American Baptist churches had cxpressed
their witness in the world.

The denominational name was changed
in 1950 10 American Baptist Convention,
making it consistent with the Amenican Bap-
tist titles of the national agencies that had
been brought together in 1907 1o function as
the program arms of the Convention in
achieving its objective “To give expression
to the opinions of its conslitutency upon
morai. religious, and denominational mat-
ters, and to promote denominational unity
and efficiency in efforts for the evangeliza-
ton of the world.”

The Convention functioned as a highly
decentralized coordinating body for many
years, and it was not until 1950 that the
office of the General Secretary was created.
Then in 1956 the Convention organized a
general staff under the direction of the
Gencral Secretary, expanded the adminis-
trative budget accordingly, and moved to-
ward development of a unified program to
parallel a vnified budget. A further reor-
ganization in 1961 saw the national pro-
gram agencies developing a self-conscious
stewardship of a total American Bapust
responsibility in their particular areas of
mission

In 1972 the logic of an emerging denom-
inalional awareness resulted in a new form
of organization which provides a viable
means for participation of the American

(See, ABC CHURCHES, page 5)
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Meet The American Baptist Public Affairs Committee Members

The ABC representatives to the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee are: Mart G. Baldwin, retired meteorologist,
New Cumberland, Pa.; Francis W. Hensley, pastor,
First Baptist Church, Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts;
Mrs. Donald A. Jones, chairman of the Division of
Christian Social Concern of the ABC, Cranston, R. I.;
William F. Keucher, pastor, Covenant Baptist Church,
Detroit, Mich.; Elizabeth J. Miller, Secretary, Division

of Social Agtion, Valley Forge, Pa.; Grady W. Powell,
pastor, Gillfield Baptist Church, Petersburg, Va.; Roger
H. Sharpe, pastor, Woodlawn Church, Flint, Mich..;
Mrs. Wesley W. Shrader, New York, N. Y.: Robert G.
Torbett, ABC Ecumenical Officer, Valley Forge, Pa.; and
Homer J. Tueker, Public Mission Minister, ABC
Churches of New Jersey, retired.

ABC Churches . . .

{Continued from page 4)
Baptist_people in the decision-making proc-
ess through a representative government,
assures 8 meaningful opportunity for the
coordination of mission responsibilities
through an effective administrative struc.
ture, and achieves an eflective instrument
for accountability of related boards and
denominational stafl. Each of the historic
mission societies will function henceforth as
a “"Reiated Board” of the "American Baptist
Churches in the US.A.." the Coavention's
ncw name.

Through the Board of International Min-
istries the A.B.C. relates to overseas mission
work emphasizing indigenous leadership and

al responsibility in Burma, Bengal-Orissa-
Bihar, Nostheast India, South India, Thai-
land, Okinawa, Hong Kong. Japan, The
Philippines. Malaysia-Singapore, Zaire, El
Salvador, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Puerto
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Rico, and several Europeen areas. The
Board maintains 58 seminaries. Bible
Schools, Colleges. and nurses training

schools, as well as 210 other educational
institutions, 22 hospitals, and 46 dispensar-
1es. On our overseas fields there are 7,048
churches with 889,966 members.

Through the Board of National Ministries
the ABC performs a far-flung service in our
own states and cities, and among American
Endians and many other minaority groups.
Service projects include 30 Christian Cen-
tess in American cities, 13 homes for chil-
dren, 54 retirement homes and communi-
ties, 12 hospitals and nursing homes in the
United States, 2 hospitals in Central Amet-
ica, and the sponsorship and/or manage-
ment of & nationwide comptex af Jow- and
moderate-income housing developments ta
provide decent living quarters, especially in
blighted areas. It also has administrative
responsibitity for Christian social conceros.

The Board of Educational Ministries co-
ordinates the wark of 43 denominationally
relaied schools, colieges, and theological
seminaries, provides practical training for
about 30,000 persons annually at the Amer-
ican Baptist Assembly, cdits and publishes a
wide range of curriculum material, pro-
duces program resources, provides leader-
ship traiming, and assists the churches in
many ways as they seek to fulfi!l their edu.
cationa) task. The Board also has admin-
istrative  responsibility for men's work,
womnen’s work, and denominational com-
municalions.

Through the Minisiers and Missionaries
Benefit Board God has blessed the ABC
with one of the best of denominational pen-
sion funds for retired servamts of Christ.
It also maintains a national salary suppart
program, supparts career counselling cen-
ters, provides a comprehensive medical

(See, ABC CHURCHES, page 8)
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TAX REFORM SLOWDOWN

WASHINGTON—Both President Nixon
and Represcotative Wilbur D. Mills (D.,
Ask.), chairman of the House Committes on
Ways and Means, have indicated that tax
reformn will not be a priority item for Con-
gress in 1973,

The President gave two reasons for the
slowdown: first, the economy has improved
sod people are less concgroed about reform
than last year, and second, he has decided
not 10 PIopose a taX increase next year.

Mills ia reported to have maid that the
presant laws do not need nx much changing
as many people had thought. This does not
mean that there will not be a series of long
hearings on taxes next year nor that there
will oot b€ some form of tax reform legis-
lation, But it probably means that the dras-
tic tax reform bill thet was proposed during
the latter part of the 92nd Congress will
not be pushed.

This could be good news to the churchess
many of .whom were worried about the
possible foss of certain tax privileges related
to Thurch cootributions and church-owned
property,

PAROCHIAL AID DRIVE
CONTINUES

ANEAPOLIS. Md.—There will be no
lessening of efforts 10 gain some form of
state aid to parochial school studeats in
Maryiand, even though voters in a state-
wide referendum Nov. 7 defeated a proposal
that would have given scholarship grants of
from $75 to $200 each to ponpublic schoot
pupils.

James E. Shancman, executive director of
the Maryland Catholic Conference, said
that while the election tesults were "some-
what disappointing (the measure lost 462..
229 to 523,516) there nevertheless does
exist . . . & very strong sentiment among the
eleciorate that nonpublic schools in the
state deserve some sort of assistance.”

Specifically, these types of aids will be
sought in the 1973 Maryland legislature:
transportation, textbooks, educational aids
and shared time. (RNS)

N.Y. APPEALS TO SUPREME COURT

WASHINGTON—Two New York State
sid 10 nonpublic education programs, de.
clared unconstitutional by a district federal
court, were sppeaied to the U.S. Supreme
Court here,

One program, endorsed by President
Nixon's Panel on Nonpublic Education,
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sought to reimburse low-income families
with direct statc paymeots for tuition paid
in "sending their children to nonpublic
schools. The sécond program authorized
state payments for repair and maintenance
of nonpublic schools.

The programs for aiding low-income fam-
ilies and providing funds for maintenance
and repair were cpacted by the New York
legislature last May and sigoed by Gov,
Nelson Rockefeller. A third program which
involved tax credits was not ruled unconsti-
tutional by the lower court panel, (RNS)

WARREN URGES CHURCH-STATE
SEPARATION PRINCIPLES

NEW YORK—Former Chief Justice Earl
Wurren urged the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary here to take an active role in organ-
izing an ioter-religious study on ethical
problems.

Speaking at the seminary's 16tb annual
awards dinner, he said that such an investi-
gation “might bring about mutual under-
standing among the religious traditions and
between religious leaders, on the cne hand,
and statesmen, businessmen, and academi-
cians on the other.”

On church-state relations, Warren said
his interpretation of the U. S. Constitution is
that *“church and state must forever be kept
apart in our country.” This, he said, was
“wisely” put into the Constitution by its
framers.

Givea the principle of separation, the
former Chief Justice declared: “The opli-
mum state of affairs, then, is ooc in which
the state tries to develop an atmosphere
which encourages human virlwe, thus help-
ing to create good men, while men, in-
spired by their religious lzaders, strive con-
stantly to achieve more perfect political in-
stitutions, (RNS)

DEATH FOR AIR HUACKERS

NASHVILLE—Gov., Winfleld Dunn will
ask the Tennessee legislature toJenact a
mandalory death penalty law applicable to
persons coavicted of airplane hijacking in
the state. The governor will also seek to
have the death penaity statutes of Tenpes-
see rewritten to conform with what he be-
lieves to be the correcd interpretation of re-
cent U. 5. Supreme Court rulings.

Dunn's proposal would apply to persons
who hijack an airplane which had taken off
from s Tennessee airport, or one which
lands in Tennessee with hostages aboard.

RELIGION AND EDUCATION

CHICAGO—Teaching about religion in
public schools is not only constitutionally
permissible but educationally necessary,
some 300 educators were told here at the
first national convention of the National
Council on Religion and Public Education.

Dt. Robert Michaelson, chairman of .the
department of religious studies at the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Barbatra, as-
serted that religion sbould be a part of
public school curricula because it “is 2 uni-
versal phepomenon; in most cultures it is of
massive, if not determinative. importance.”

Once the importance and legality of
teaching about religion are accepted, he
seid, “the problem is to find those (mate-
rials) which combine scientific or scholarly
authenticity with classroom usabijity.” Use.
ful materials slong these lines have been
prepared by Florida State University for
socigl studies, and st Penn State Univer-
sity for literature courses, Dr. Michaelson
said.

The Nations] Council on Religion and
Public Education is an umbrella organiza-
tion of 23 groups that was formed in De-
cember 1971 to promote “religion as & con-
stitutionally acceptable and educatiopally
appropriate part of a secular program of
publi¢ education.” (RNS)

SCHOOLS AND RELIGIOUS
HOLIDAYS

NEW YORK—A 16-page guide for com-
mupity action on religious holiday observ-
ances in public schools has been issued here
by the American Jewish Congress.

It is designed to provide a basis for
evaluating whether a particular holiday ob.
servance in a public school is religious, and
10 suggest ways of protesting such observ-
ances. According to the pampblet, there is
“virtual ubanimity in the arganized Jewish
community in opposition to these sectarian
practices.™ It c¢harges that “Christological"
holiday celebrations “introduce tension and
divisiveness fnto public schools and often
harass and hurt children of minority faiths,”

Although the giide gives major emphasis
1o Christmas celebrations in public schools,
it also discusses problems connected with
Baster observances, which it says “present
an even more serious problem to the Jewish
child.” (RNS)

CHURCH TAXATION IN VIRGINIA

RICHMOND—Religious and charitable
organizations here have been exempted
from paying a state-authorized setvice
charge by unanimous vote of the Richmond
City Coupeil.

The exemption was approved after com-
plaints from several organizations, primar-
ily the Roman Catholic Diocese of Rich-
mond, that the charge was excessive and
unfairly applied.

Report From The Capital




Report Of Fifteenth Religious Liberty Conference

By John W. Baker

The Fifteenth Religious Liberty Confer-
ence attracted more than B0 participants
from e¢ight Baptist conventiont to Washing-
ton for three days last month. The Confer-
ence, sponsored by the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee on Public Affairs, had as thiz year's
theme "Religiouvs
Liberty and the Bill
of Rights.”

Laymen, pastors
and cburch staff
people, editors, stu-
dents and student
work directors, col-
lege and semipary
faculty and staff,
and state and de-
pomination-
al egency people
made an in-depth
examination of the Bill of Rights of the
Unpited States Constitution. Excluding only
the “religion clauses” of the First Amend-
ment, the conferees sought a better under-
standing of the religious community’s stake
in claiming and protecting basic rights for
itself ms well as for others.

James E. Wood, Jr.. execulive director of
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, opened the sessions with an analysis
of the bistorical and theoiogical bases of
religious liberty as it has been institution-
alized in 1he Bill of Rights,

Wood reminded the conferees that for
centuries the churches did not take the
lead in claiming or protecting the rights of
men against state power and generally de-
nounced the concepts of popular govera-
ment. “Regretiably, in spite of certain elo-
quent and articulate nonclerical spokes-
men within, the churches were not identi-
fied with causes affecting the advance of
civil and religious liberties.”

However, by the Eighteenth Century
Protestants began to embrace democratic
ideals and 10 support social reforms, Wood
asserted. “The growing alliance of religion
and freedom, though still far from com-
plete, was accelerated by the emergence of
pluralistic societies resulting from constitu-
tional governments and the shifting of
many large ethnic and religious communi-
ties.” This pluralism demanded that basic
rights be guaranteed and that religions li-
berty be protected. "The concept of full
religious liberty, constitutionally or legally
guaranteed, is clearly a distinct contribu-
tion of the United States.™

Wood conctuded his analysis of the his-
tory and theology of religious liberty with a
declaralion which set much of the tone for
the Conference. “Surely there has never
been greater need than today for the

December 1972

churches to demonstrate their genuine com-
mitment to hurman rights and their profound
concern for human values within the social
and politicai structures of pur society. It is
fervently hoped that Baptist commitment to
the sanctity of human rights may come to be
as descriptive of Baptists in our day as was
our Baptist commitment to religious liberty
in an earlier day.”

The Honorable Fred Schwengel, Con-
gressman from lowa and o Baptist, spoke
a luncheen session on the subject of "Re-
ligious Liberty and the First Amendment.”
Schwengel put emphasis on the clause
which guarantees the right of the people to
petition governrnent. This, he held, involves
the right to speak to congressmen and ad-
ministrative agencies, to present testimony
before congressional committees and to file
bricfs with the courts,

Schwenge! ciled the growing congres-
sional opposition to the war in Vietnam
and the successful drive to defeat the pro-
posed prayer amendment as examples of the
effectiveness of church groups as they have
exercised their right to petition. And yet, he
charged, too often churches bave remained
silent on issues when they should have
spoken loudly.

The congressman then challenged his
audience to be more active in working to-
gether to bring Baptisl concerns before gov-
ernments at all levels.

The third address was given by Marvin
Braiterman, counsel and co-director of the
Union of Hebrew Congregations, Religious
Action Center in Washington. Speaking on
“Religious Liberty Beyond the First Amend-
ment,” Braiterman drew from his own Jew.
ish training and from his seculsr legal
background in his examination of the scope
and nature of religious liberty in those parts
of the Constitution which are toa often not
considered relevant to religious liberty. He
contended that religious liberty has *. . . to
be tregled as part of the larger context of
constitutional law, as part of the larger
context of constitutional government, as
part of the larger context of copstilutional
values.”

Braiterman moved from a brief analysis
of religious liberty and constitutional taw
as it is reflected in Supreme Court decisions,
to 3 description of some of the elements of
politics as they relate to constitutional gov-
ernment and religious liberty, to a broad re-
view of those commitments and values of
our conslitutional system which relate to
religious liberty or religious liberation.

While these major addresses served to set
both the tone and the direction of the Con-
ference, the conclusions which were arrived
at by the Coaference through a dialectical
process constittiled an intermingling and re-

finement of the ideas of all of the partici-
pants, »

lo some ways the process utilized for
developiog consensus among the conferces
was more important than the ultimate con-
clusions at which they arrived.

THE participants were divided into three
sections with each assigned a differcot
segment of the Bill of Rights for iotensive
study. Each section was subdivided into
groups. The groups were so constituted that
each was as near as possibie & cross section
of the representatives of the eight conven-
tions. This helped to produce = lively dia-
logue in the group sessions which continued
into the larger mectings when the groups
met together as sections,

Ultimately the interaction between the
groups led to a report which expressed the
consensus of the section and reflected the
dissent of the minority. These section te-
ports were presented by the section leaders
to a finsl plenary session of the Confer-
ence.

By agreemeat this final session was not a
legislative session. However, the dialogue
which bad characterized the group and sec-
tion meetings continued.

The findings of the Coanference are ad-
visory to the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs and do not necessarily repre-
sent its views or those of any of the Baptist
conventions. However, they will be given
& critical post-mortem review by the Com-
mittee at one of its regularly scheduled
meetings.

[llustrative of the section conclusions—
some of which were challenged in the ple-
nary session—are the following:

“Freedom of speech is the buman liberty
10 express personal opiniouns in public or ia
private, so long as such expression does not
infringe upon the liberty of others. The role
of the church is to protect freedom of speech
for every person."

“We must not allow our churches and
theology to be captured by the culture at
the sacrifice of basic human right."

“We must encourage concerned followers
of Christ to be williog to take risks and
pay the costs of speaking out against injus-
tice and in support of liberty.”

“. . . an activist role on the part of
churches and Christian leaders in support of
procedural limitations upon goveroment . , .
15 not only appropriate to but,a necessary
obligation of Christian commitment.”

“The churches should prod denomina-
tional bodies to speak and act concertedly
against any sbuse or erosion of rights guar-
anteed by the Bill of Rights. This would
help scrve as a protection of religious
liberty."
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(Continued from page 3)
plan and special death beoefis, supports the
Ministers Council, and serves in many ways
for the better maintenance of the ‘ministry.

The ABC iz experiencing| modest gains in
the finuncist support of its missionary pro-
gram. The Finance Committee reports that
contributions for the American Baptist Mis-
sion Budget in 1971 were $390,607 in
excesa of the record for any previous year.
The current budge1 is $16,288, 000. Contri-
butions to the Basic Mission Program, In-
stitutional Suppon, specifies, and cam-
prigns, supplemented by program income
from investmeats, legacics, matured \annui-
tics, and other sources cnabie the ABC and
its pational missionary™\ and educational
ageacics 10 devote approximately $25,000,-
000 annually to the support of the denomi-
nationa) program.

With respect to sttitudes and relation-
ships, it should be 3aid that the viewpoints
held generally samong American Baplists are
maiptained in common with those of other
Baptist conventions and conferences. How-
cver, from the perspective of overall policy
and program it should be said that the ABC
differs substantislly from some Baptist or-

ganizations with respect 10 such basic mat,

ters as ccumcnical commitment, open com-
munio;l, xhd race relations.

=7 Erumenical Commitment

The ABC is marked by an ecumenical at-
titude and spirit. It pot eonly cooperates
with fellow Baptist groups in the Baptist
World Alliance and the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee 0n Public Affairs, but it has held
membership in the National Councit of the
Church of Christ in the USA and the
World Council of Churches since the be-
ginniag of these orgapizations. For many
years prior to the formation of the councils,
the agencies of the ABC participated in such
national interdeaominational organizatioos
as the Internationsl Council of Religious
Education, the Forcign Missions Confer-
ence of NoOrth America, and the Home
Missions Councit of North America, be-
cause such ecumenical parlicipation pro-
vided the denomination not only with many
strategic oppontunities for an effective
Christian witness, but also with means of
Christian service not otherwisc available in
an cqually effective way.

*The ABC scts part of its evangelical task
as the abligation to bear witness 10 such
historic principles as believer’s baptism, a
regenerate church membership, soul liberty,
the priesthood of all believers, and the inde-
pendence of the local church” within a
framework of cooperative Protestantism.
The Christ who made us free, also made us
one.

The ecuracnical commitmient of the ABC
resty on the fact that the Baptist fellowsbip
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is just gne of the folds into which the Good
Shepherd gathers his flock. We are not the
whole flock. We hope 0 maimain an ap-
propriat¢ place in the Body of -Christ in
fellowship with those embraced in other
folds as part of the gathered church. Wher-
ever loyal souls are gathered out of a muiti-
tude of workdly allegiances into a single de-
votion to Jesus Christ, there is the Holy
Catholic Churchy as so properly expressed
in the earliest Baptist confessions of faith.

Our American Baptist experience vali-
dates the conviction thst within the frec
church tradition it is possible to achieve »
great content of faith without official creed-
alism, indepeadence of life and thought
withoui denominational isolationism, church
order without ecclesiastical authoritatianism,
aml reverence in worship without prescribed
ritualism.

Open Commuulon

For mapy years, open communion has
been virtually universal among American
Baptists. This rests upon the view that the
communion table is the Lord’s, not ours. He
ts the Divine Host. His disciples are the in-
vited guests, and it is not the prerogative of
one guest 10 say who the other guests will
be. Since the Lord Is the Host, the table
must be open to all who respond in loving
obedience to his call,

Racial Brotberhood

While no denomination can claim to have |,

achieved Christian standards of justice and
brotherhood in retation to minorily groups,
it can nonetheless be said thai the official
stance of the ABC has placed it in the van-
guard of the movement for equal rights and
opportunities for minority groups in church
membership, employment, housing, educa-
tion, voling rights, and public accommoda-
tions. In spite of failures and shorticomings
in these matters, the ABC has been on rec-
ord for many ycars as regarding all forms
of segregation based on race. color, or na-
tional origin as contrary 10 Yhe gospel of
Christ and as incompatible with the Chris-
tion doctrine of man and the nalure of the
church.

In these days of growing concern for the
rights of women we should not close a de-
scription of the American Baptist Conven-
tion without recalling that Hele) Barrett
Montgomery was clected President of the
Caonvention in 1921, the first of five women
who have been honored with that office.
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Former BJCPA Chalrman
Dies, Victim of Cancer

NEW YORK—Dr. Edward B. Willing-
ham, (73), gencral secretary of the Ameri-
can Baptist Foreign Mission Socicty from

‘1956 10 1965, dicd here November 16 a1

St. Luke's Hospital, a victim of cancer.
A staunch leader in the field of religious
. liberty, Willingham
served seven years
as chairman of the
Baptist Joint Com-
mittce on  Public
~ Affairs in the pa-
tion’s capital.

Willingham was a
leader in both 1the
Southern BaptList
Conveation and in
the Amecican Bap-
tist Convention. His

Willimgham father, the late Dr.
R. ). Willingham, was secretary of the For-
eign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention for 20 years.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs joins the family of Dr. Willingham
in grieving for the loss of this Christian
statesman, whose life was dedicated to the
mission of Christ and whose minisiry en-
compassed a concern for the total Bapust
and Christian fellowships.

Report From The Capital




