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Baptlsts and Public Aﬁalrs in I973

The mandate given the Baplist Joint Committce, approved
by all of its sponsoring Baptist conventions, is clear: “To act
in the ficld of public affairs . . . whenever Baptist principles arce
involved, or jeopardized through governmental action. . . .” and
“to inform Baptist constitucncics of goveramental measurcs af-
fecting . . . relations between church and
state and the right application of Chris-
tianity to the life of the nation.”

During the past year the Baptist Joint
Committce has performed a variety of
services and focuscd on a variety of con-
cems on behalf of Baptists. We have coa-
tinued to provide numerous information
services beamed to church and denomi-
national leaders.

Throughout 1973 Report from the Cap-
ital provided on a monthly basis an up-to-
date and reliable coverage of public affairs issucs having particu-
lar interest to and bearing on Baptists and their agencies, insti-
tutions, and churches,

Baptist editors continued to uvse matchl from this denord-

‘g’?nal officc under a Washington datcline with the familiar
jmiignia BP (Baptist Press). In addition, we provided BPA

- (Baptlsl Public Affairs) throughout the yecar, much of the time

on a weckly basis, 1o more than 500 communication offices and
news outlets,

During this past year two pamphlets, “The Commitment and
Witness of Baptists in Public Affairs” and “Religious Liberty
ang the Bill of Rights,” were published and given widc distri-
bution.

In addition to serving Baptist churches and their leaders dur-
ing the past ycar, the Baptist Joint Commitice has been called
upon to provide resources and services for the Baptist World
Alliance, American Baptist Ministers and Missionaries Board,
Southern Baptist Annuity Board, Southern Baplist Christian
Life Commission, Southern Baptist Education Commission,
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board, Baptist institutions of lcarming and wellfare,
and six foreign mission boards of Baptist member bodies.

The Baptist Joint Committee has also exercised an active rolc
in communicating Baptist concerns to the cxecutive, legislative,
and judicial branches of government. Here aro a few of these
activities

;xfécutive Director

N

h]
L then
| LT
t. We gave rtestimony before the House Ways and Moeans E :,.Jj,
Committee against proposed legisiation for the removal of tax |;”
deductions for charitable contributions. We have continued 1o ‘“ :
maintain close contact with the status of this proposcd legisla- (-,'”
tion, which we regard as incompatible with the voluntary, asso- 3 |
ciation principle and a threat to religious liberty in Amcrica. ' ) p
2. We gave testimony before the House Wavs and Means ! ;”m
Commitiee in opposition to proposed legislation of tax credirs b reps
for parents of children in parochial schools. Although vigor. =
ously endorsed by the Nixon administration, tax credit legisla- 1
tion now appears extremely unlikely, at least for the 93rd Con- | 10
gress, thanks largely (o the 1973 decision of the U. S. Supreme ¥ pox
Court. fart
3. We gave testimony on behalf of Absentce Voting at the Cxte
reguest of the foreign mission boards of six of our Baptist mem- ¥ F
bher bodies: Amcrican Baptist Churches, Baptist General Con-
ference, North Amcrican Baptist General Conference, Progres- ey,
sive National Baptist Convention, Inc., Seventh Day Baptist $ ol
General Confercnce, and Southern Baptist Convention. This |
request came in response to our imitiative in sharing with the = o
mission boards of all of our member bodies information con- y S
cerning pending legislation aimed at cxtending voting rights in s
federal clections to non-government personnel overseas (50,000 gov
American missionarics; 750,000 Amcricans presently so disen- | [
franchised). ope
4. We have also been engaged in concerted efforts to oppase \  aan
the so-called constitutional praver amendmients now before the (
93rd Congress. The opposition of the Baptist Joint Committee | 4 ¢
to these proposed prayer amendments has been reaffirmed be- | 0
causc: (1) such legislation is constitutionally unnccessacy and ! 4
spiritually incffective since prayer by its very naturc is voluntary, | cyn
requiring ncither the sanction nor support of the state; (2) such resi
legislation ignores the rights of all citizens by encouraging state ey
prayers and state religious ceremonics; and (3) such Icgislation | .1y
means amending the Bill of Rights for the first time in our ' 1
history. $ pos
5. We have filed two amicus briefs with the U. 5. Supreme the
Court during the past year: (1) one in opposition to public funds e
to parachial schools; and (2) the other in defense of the tex | of y
exempt status of a religious organization after ii had been ’ eve
declared hy federal courts to constitute a church, 1In the first 10
casc the U, S, Supreme Court ruled favorably to the position of me
the Baptist Joint Committec. r 1
6. We have expressed our vigorous opposition to the guide- et
lines issued by the Department of Labor on Executive Order | Am

11246, which expressly prohibit any form of religious discrin-
{Sce, BAPTISTS and PUBLIC AFFAIRS, p. 5)
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Publinhed 10 months each year by the Bap-
tist Joint Committee on Public Afairs, 200
Maryland Ave., N.E., Washington, D.C. 26002.
Phone: (202) 544-4226.

The Baplist Joint Commillee on Public Af-
fairs (BJCPA) is a denominalional agency main-
tained in the nation’s capital by the American
Baptist Churches in the U.S.A., Baptist Federa-
tion of Canada, Baptist General Conference,
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National Bapllst Convention, Nationa] Baptist
Conveution, U.S.A., Tnc., North American Bap-
tit General Conference. Progressive National
Baplist Convention, Inc., Seventh Day Baptist
General Cooference, and the Southern Baptist
Coavention.

Execulive Director: lames E. Wood, Jr.

Ediior of Report From The Capltal, and As-
sociste Director In Charge of Informaiion Serv-
ices: W, Barry Garrett.

Associate Director in Charge of Research
Services: John W. Baker.
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National Nativity Scene To Be Under Private Auspices

By W. Barry Garrell

Many peopic in the nation have been upscel because they
theught that the courts took Christ out of the national Christmas
Pageant of Pcace on the Ellipse near the White House. They
thought, on the basis of inadequate news reports, that the courts
prohibited the presence of the nativity
scene o connection  with  the  national
Christmas tree.

It is casy to draw such conclusions when
a person does not have complete informa-
tion, when sketchy and inadequate news
reports or hcadlines are seen, or when the
real issucs are not clearly understood.

This article is an cilort not to tell every-
thing--it took three federal judges 51 pages
o give their apiaivns —but hriclly 10wl
forth the cssential facts and issucs in the
cise.

Garrell
First, there will be a nativity scene adjacent 10 the annual

Christmas Pageant of Peacce this ycar. The big difference
between this and previous religious obscrvances around the
national Christmas tree is that it will not now be under govern-
mental sponsorship, supcrvision or financing. 1t will be uader
privatc sponsorship.

Sccond, the United States Court of Appcals did not prohibit
the nativity scene from the Pagcant of Peace but it did order the
goverament to cxtricate itsclf from “eatanglement” in rcligion
as practiced in the Pageant of Peace. The court, in its decision,
opened doors for other channcls of cxpression of religion at (he
annual cvent,

On September 26 the U. S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia reversed a decision of the U. S, District Court. The
case is known as Allen v. Morton.

The issue of the nativity scene at the annual Christmas Pag-
cant of Peace arosc when a group of District of Columbia
residents challenged the practice as a violation of the “establish-
ment clause™ of the First Amendment. This clausc prohibits an
establishment of refigion in the United States.

The lower court ruled that “there was neither a religious pur-
pose in the Goverament's sponsorship of the Pageant, nor was
the primary effect of the creche that of substantial religious im-
pact.” On the question of purpose, the district judge 100k note
of the fact that the Pageant was intended “to provide a colorful
cvent during the Christmas season which would attract visitors
to Washington and thereby increase the business of local
merchants.”

Therefore, the District court rufed that the Pageant of Peace
including the nativity scenc was not a violation of the First
Amendment.

The Court of Appeals, however, ruled that the continuation
of the Government's participation in the Pagcant of Peace,
which includes sponsorship and planning the religious activitics,
resulted in an excessive catanglement of government in religion.
For this reason, the Court of Appcals issued a complicated
threc-pronged opinion, summarized as follows:

First, the Court said that there will be no further legal prab-
lems if the creche is eliminated from the Christmas Pageant of
Pcace.

Sccond, if the creche is retained, and if the goverament ter-
minates sponsorship or connection with the Pageant, appropriate
Plagues must be erected explaining the relationships.
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Third, il the creche is retained, and if the government con-
tinues conncction with the Pageant, ncw rcgulations must be
prepased to provide for governmental ncutrality and nondis-
crimination.

As a result of this decision it was widely reported that *Jesus
won't be allowed in the Christmas Pageant of Peace this year.”
Such was ncither the intent nor the cifect of the Court’s ruling.

In spite of the Court’s cffort at clarity it knew that its ruling
would be widely misunderstood. The judges said, “This case,
we unhappily surmise, is similarly disposed to perplex, confuse,
and cven frustrate, so sensitive and complex arc the issucs it
presents.”

In accordance with the Courl’s opinion, thc Government has
now decided to continue its participation in the Pageant of
Peace and 1o climinate the nativity scene from the cvent.

However, a permit has been issucd to the Amcrican Christian
Heritage Associalion to crect a nalivity scene on park property
adjaccat to the Pageant. This means that there will be a reli-
gious activity along with the Christmas Pageant of Peace, but
that there will be no official conncction between the two, and
that the religious activity will be under private sponsorship.

The American Christian Heritage Association was formed by
Vaughn Barkdoll for the purpose of having a nativity scene in
conncction with the national Christmas tree and the Pageant of
Peace.

Barkdoll is a member of the First Baptist Church of River-
dale, Md., a suburb of the District of Columbia. This is an
indepeadent church nol affiliated with the District of Columbia
Baptist Convention or with the Baptist Convention of Maryland.

Named as the exccutive dircctor of the American Christian
Heritage Association, Barkdoll is cmployed full time as a ramp
agent at thc National Airport and operates a small sports pro-
motion business on the side. He is a former political campaign
manager, having worked for Rep. Lawrence J. Hogan (R.,
Md.).

Tentative plans for the nativity scene called for a display 60
feét long and 26 feet deep. Barkdoll planned to use live ani-
mals and static figurcs of persons. He cstimaled that the cost
would reach $10,000, which he hopes to reccive from donors
throughout the Unitcd Statcs.

In a scparatc but concurring opinion in Allen v. Morton,
Judge Leventhal sct forth a bricl history of the Pageant and
devcloped the “catanglement™ of the government in the religious
aspects of the cvent.

The Christmas Pageant of Peace, Inc. was first organized in
1954. Before that time government involvement with the cele-
bration of Christmas consisied of a presentation to the President
of the National Community Christmas Tree, a practice which
originatcd with President Calvin Coolidge in 1923.

Originally, this trce was crected in the Ellipse, wherce it is
today. In 1934, howcver, the presentation ceremonies were
transferred to Lafayette Park. In 1939, the event was again
moved to the Ellipse. In the 1941-1954 period. the presentation
program was conducted onr the Exccutive Mansion grounds.

From its inception, the Pageant was directed by a coalition
of three groups: govcrmment, business and clergy. The Govern-
ment played a pivotal role through the Superintendent of the
National Park Service when the Pageant was organized in 1954,
He was onc of the original incorparators, General Chairman of

(Sce, NATIVITY SCENE, p. 5)
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Amnesty Question Confronts Nation with Hard Decsion

By John W. Baker

In his proclamation of Scptember 7, 1867 granting amnesty
to all but a few high ranking politicians and military mcn in the
Confederacy, President Andrew Johnson gave reasons for his
action. One of these was: “Whereas a retaliatory or vindictive
policy, attended by unnccessary disqualifications, pains, penal-
ties, confiscations, and disfranchiscments, now, as always, could
only tend to hinder reconcitiation among the people and national
restoration, while it must scriously em- .
barrass, obstruct, and repress popular en-
ergics and national industry and enter-
PUSE,. . ..

Amnesty (from the Greek amnestia—an
overlooking or forgetting) is a concept of
public law through which the sovercign
voluntarily nullifics certain illegal acts com-
mitted against the state by a group of indi-
viduals. Almost always these illegal acis
are political rather than what we usually
call criminal acts.

The granting of amnesty is not forcign to the American scenc.
The Congress under the Articles of Confederation granted gen-
cral amnesty and restored all rights to those residents of the
United States who had remained loyal to the Crown during the
American Revolution. In 1795 George Washinglon, using his
constitutional power to grant pardon (Art. IL. sec. 2), issued
general amnesties for those who participated in the Whiskey
Rebellion. Amnesty was also granted by Johmggdams in 1800,
by James Madison in 1818, by Abraham Lincoln in 1863, by
Andmesg®ohnson in 1865, 1867, and 1868, and by Theodore
Roosevelt—to Agninaldo’s followers—in 1902,

«After World War I, Wilson pardoned a list of political oppo-
nents to the war while refusing pardons to other political oppo-
ncnts (e.g. Eugene V. Debs). Coolidge returned citizenship and
civil rights to men who deserted the armed forces between the
end of World War I hostilitics and the termination of the war,
Franklin Roosevelt granted “full pardon” on Christmas of 1933
to all violators of the World War I draft laws and the 1917
espionage act.

After World War II Truman dAnounced that he was con-
sidering a general amnesty. Though he appointed what was
called an Amnesty Board, it functioned as a special pardon
board to hear individual cases. Out of nearly 20,000 men who
had been convicted for violating the Selective Service Act, 1,523
were granted individval pardons. In December 1950 he
restored citizenship and civil rights to alt persons convicted of
military desertion from August 1945 to July 1950. There were
few resisters during the Korean War and no pardons or am-
nesties followed its termination.

Thus, in every war, except the last two, in which the United
States has been involved, some form of amnesty or pardon has
been granted to those who resisted military service. However,
all of these moves toward reconciliation aroused opposition.

A debate on amnesty for those who resisted the draft, those
who fled the country, or those who deserted the military during
the Vietnam War is taking place in Washington and throughout
the country. Both sides of the debate maintain their positions
with logic and determination.

President Nixon has “made it perfectly clear™ that he does
not intend to grant amnesty for anti-war and anti-military activi-
ties. If anything is done in this field, it will be the result of

Baker

Paye Four

Cangressional action which includes overriding an almost certain
veto.

Seven bills providing for some type of amnesty arc cureenily
pending in the Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties, and the
Administration of Justice of thc House Committee on the Ju-
diciary. There is also onc resolution which provides that no
amnesty whatsoever be grunted. These pending bills arc:

H.R. 236—To cxonerate and to provide for a general and

unconditional amnesty for certain persons who have violawd .

or arc alleged to have violated laws in the course of prolest

against the involvement of the US. in Indochina, and for
other purposcs.

H.R. 674—To approve and authorize amnesty or mitiga-

tion of punishment for certain persons who have illcgally

manifested their disapproval of U.S. participation in the

Southcast Asia war; and to provide for restoration of civil

and political rights that have been lost or impaired by rcason

of such itlegal acts, and for other purposes.

H.R. 675—To amend Title 18, United States Code to con-

ditionally suspend the application of certain penal provisions

of law.

H.R. 2167—To offer amnesty under certain conditions to

persons who have failed or refused to register for the draft

or to be inducted into the Armed Forces of the U.S., and for
ather purposcs.

H.R. 3100—Iidenticat to H.R. 236 above.

H.R. 4238--Identical to H.R. 675 above,

H.R. 5159—To cxonerate and to provide for a general and

unconditional amnesty for certain persons who have violated

laws in the course of protest against the involvement of the

U.S. in Indochina, and for other purposes.

H. Con. Res. 144—Expressing the sensc of Congress that no

pardon, reprieve, or amnesty be given to deserters or draft

evaders.

In addition to the bills which arc in Judiciary, there is one
resotution (that no amnesty be given) which is pending in the
Committece on Armed Serviges:

H. Con. Res. 86—Expressing the sense of Congress with

respect’to those individuals who refused to register for the

draft, refused induction or being a member of the Armed

Forces fled to a forcign country to avoid further military

service.

Only 15 Congressmen have given their support to bills which
would grant unconditional amnesty to those who broke the law
in resisting the military during the Vietnam War, Another
thirtcen Congressmen have indicated a lack of readiness ta sup-
port unconditional amnesty at this time.

However, a majority of the Representatives are reported to
favor bills which grant a much more limited amnesty. The two
general plans which are most popular provide for (1) condi-
tional amnesty, with two or three years of the kind of alternative
service canscientious objectors performed, for draft evaders only
or for both evaders and deserters, and (2) the establishment of a
national commission which will review individual cases with the
power to grant either conditional or unconditional amnesty where
it is deemed appropriate.

The Vietnam War was the longest war the United States has
ever fought and, with the exception of the Civil War, the most
divisive. As a result the number of war resisters involved has
been substantial. The New York Times, January 30, 1973,
estimated that there are:

Report From The Capital
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10,000 draft resisters and military deserters in civil or mili-
tary prisons, on probalion, or awiiting court aclion;

80,000 draft resisters and military deserters who are under-
ground in the United States;

60,000-100,000 draft resisters or military deserters in exile
(largely in Canada);

388,000 Vietnam veterans with less than honorable dis-
charges.

Christians who oppose amncsty have generally cited Christ’s

admonition to “Render wnto Cacsar the things which are Cae-

sar's”™ (Mau. 22:21; Mark 12:17) and Paul’s numcrous state-
ments of the Christian’s obligation to obey the sovereign. Those
who favor aminesty respond with Peter's statement in Acts 5:29,
“We must obey God rather than men,” and stress that Christ
came to bring reconciliation and has entrusted us with that
message of reconciliation (11 Cor. 5:18-19),

There is no concensus among Baptists on the subject of am-
nesty,  However, some other mainline denominations feel
strongly that amncsty is a Christian act and that the nation
should move quickly in the matter.

Baptists and Public Affairs

{Continved from p. 2}

ination in the hiring of personnel, teaching or administrative, in
church schools which negotiate a federal contract for as much as
§10,000. The committee views the guidelines us a serious threat
to the religious identity and integrity of church schools and as
incomputible with the guarantees of the First. Amendment. Fur-
thermore, the guidelines fails to recognize any distinction be-
tween government contracts for services rendered and the grant-
ing of government subsidics.

It is impossible to review a Baplist witness in public affairs
in 1973 without taking notc of the unprecedented American
tragedy through which we arc now passing, fargely made public
as a result of the so-called “Watcrgate Affair.” At the moment
we are in the Dark Ages in public affairs in America.

There has been the attempled prostitution of goveramcent

power to manipuliute the clectoral process and to justily lying,
illegal spying, and criminal lawlessness on the part of high
ranking members of the Administration and federal government
agencics in the name of national sccurily, executive privileges,
and scparation of powers. Ironically, thc public cnterprise has
reached an wnprecedented low at a time it is necded most us-
gently. Dangerous assaults have been made on constitutional
libertics, often by those who at the same time they eschew these
constitutional libertics mouth “law and order” for the citizenry
at large. An official “Statement of Concern™ from the Baptist
Joint Committee was scat in Oclober to the President and all
members of Congress.

This is not the time for the Christian or the church to be
fainthearted.” The need was never greater for the church's wit-
ness in public affiirs. and o give that witness at the very citadel
of political power in the nation. To this end the Baptist Joint
Committce on Public Affairs is firmly committed, and in the
exercise of this witness it strives to be forever vigilant!

Nativity Scene

(Continved from p. 3)

the Exccutive Commiltee, Dircetor, and First Vice-President of
the Pageant.

Business leaders associated with the Washington Board of
Trade also played a central role. Three prominent members of
the busincss community were among the incorporators,

The Washington arca Christian clergy were represented in
the original organization of the Pageant through the Archbishop
of Washington and the Exccutive Secrctary of the Washington
Federation of Churches. Other clergymen from the Archdiocese
and the Washington Federation of Churches served as co-
chairmen of the “Committee for Religious Cooperation.”

According to Judge Leventhal, the organizational structure of
the Pagcant has not changed much since 1954. The 1970 orga-
nizational chart, the latest in the record, shows the government
officials holding two of the five positions on the Executive Com-
mittee. An official of the National Capital Region, U. S. Park
Service was a membcer of the Program Committee and Chairman
of the Grounds and Facilities Commitice.

Furthermore, Judge Leventhal said, “The enlanglement of the
Government and organized religion was not confined to the
formalism of an organizational chart. The organization of the
Pagcant required a complicated, and almost incscapable, sct of
actions and decisions by the Government officials involved in
religious matters: guidelines on the organization’s principles
had to be approved; specches promoting the Pageant had to be
made; conflicting views as to the prominence of the rcligious
motif compromiscd or placated, and money or services donated
10 finance the Pageant's activities.”

December 1973

The judge also pointed out that “the role the Government
oflicials played in the Pagcant also required them to be involved
with allocating space and time to variovs religious groups who
wished to participate in the cvent,” He called atiention to a
1967 decision by the Pagcant Committec that denicd permis-
sion for display of a lighted Menorah on the White House lawn
and an carlier decision concerning the selection of clergymen to
the religious services at the Pageant.

This is cnough of the 51-page opinion of the three judges to
illustrate how they arrived at their ruling that government en-
tanglement in religion was involved as long as the nativily scene
was included in the Christmas Pageant of Peace or as long as
the Government continued as sponsor.

It secms to this writer that a happy solution of a difficult
problem was reached when it was decided to eliminate the
creche from the “official™ Pageant but to grant a permit to a
private party for the nativity scene.

Whether or not a good decision was mace in the sclection of
the American Christian Heritage Association for this role is a
different question.

‘

Cover Picture

The cover picture this month is a night view of the nativity
scene at the Christmas Pagcant of Peace jn Washington, D. C.
as it has appeared in past ycars. For story sce page 4. Photo
by W. H. Spradley, National Park Service, U. S. Department of
the Interior.
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TV Documentary Reveals
Baptist Life in Russia

HAMBURG, Germany—A four-part, 30-
minule documentary on the problems Bap-
tists face in thc USSR is being shown by
most West German television stations, ac-
cording to a rcport by Rudolph Thaut,
president of Hamburg Baptist Seminary.

Thaut, writing for European Baplist Press
Scrvice, says one seclion “is an amatcur
film™ showing a ‘“‘well-attended worship
service” which was held in a forest “since
the congregation is not granted official reg-
istration and, therefore, has no other meet-
ing place.

“The film shows security forces as they
halt and dissolve the meeting and indicate
that the church lcaders responsible will be
called before the covrts,” Thaut reports.

“Afterwards, the amateur film shows a
baptismal scrvice, taking place before sun-
rise in a river, also because of the registra-
tion guestion,” the report continucs.

Thaut said another part consists of inter-
views with emigrants who recently left the
Uss .‘#'hey report clearly and impres-
sivel out discriminations, persecutions
and difficulties which believers and churches

rience in the country,” Thaut said.

The telecast, produced by NDR (North
German Radio and TV), “gives a very clear
piclure of the actual situation of churches
in the Soviet Union. It shows the opportuni-
ties which churches have (o assemble but
also elaborates the limilations and persecu-
tions which churches and individuals must
face,” Thaut continues,

He said an interview, made in Hamburg
with four Moscow-based members of the
All-Union Baptist Council, including the
union’s general secretary, Alexei Bichkov,
reporis on Lhe possibilities of church work,
the training of pastors and the very limited
scope of Christian education for children.”

" The documentary is narraled by Erik
Ruden of Stockholm, former general secre-
tary of the European Baptist Federation.
(BP)

Romanian Evangelicals
Look for Greater
Measures of Freedom

BUCHAREST — Evangelicals in Ro-
mania are pinning their hopes for greater
measures of freedom on the efforts of a
Bucharest evangelist who is spearheading a
drive to gain constitutional rights for
churches.

Pdge Six

Josef Ton, Oxford-trained preacher and
the son of a Romanian pcasant, has deliv-
cred a doctrinal paper (o the Baptist Union
and the Minisiry of Culis, taking a stand
like Martin Luther before the Wiltenburg
Door.

Ton charges that the Department in 1955
begdn dictating to the Baplist Union what
leaders they could elect, who could be bap-
tized, and what pastors would be allowed
to have churches.

“The Ministry of Cults conceived a way
of weakening the Baptist churches and
ceventually of annihilating them,” Ton
stated. “The offictals of the Minisiry came
with the . . . idea that the Baptist churches
were having oo many meetings cach week,
leaving too little time for social develop-
ment. Following this, the union was infil-
trated by disloyal members.”

The Baptist Union was told that its re-
duction of church services and aclivities
should aot appcar as something imposed by
the stale, Ton declares, but as something de-
sired by the Union and imposed by it on the
lo¥# churches. He saids this lie has becn
compounded vntit the chiirches have become
frozen by fear, afraid to take the liberties
that thc Romanian constitution guarantecs
them.

Fifteen years ago, Ton said, Romania had
540 Baptist ministers. Three yecars later
400 were sacked by the Union, leaving 140.
Fifty of these men, representing the top
leadership, have signed Ton's petition which
accompanicd his declaration of independ-
ence.

At present, Ton pointed out, the Depart-
ment of Culis decides who can be baplized,
where ministers shall serve, and whether or
not a local church can remain open.

“Do you understand now what is the sit-
uation of our Baptist churches?” Ton
stated in a specially prepared message. “The
church should elect its pastor and lay lead-
ers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
but here in Romania it is . . . the Inspector
of Cults who decides who should and who
should not be a pastor and a lay leader.”

“The laws of our country are marvelous,”
he stressed. “We only want them to be
observed. 1 do not believe in underground
action. 1 must statc openly what 1 believe,
openly sound the trumpet . . . and then bear
whatever consequences might follow.”

He said Romania never experienced the
Reformation of the 16th century, but ihat
widespread spiritual renewal could follow
the hoped-for liberation guaranteed by the
Romanian constitution. (EP)

Catholics, NCC May
Reach Concensus on
Private School Aid

NEW YORK—Roman Catholics and
Protcstants, who have frequently differcd on
their approaches to cducation, may be
reaching a new consensus based on a dis-
illusionment with America’s public schools.

Changing Protcstant attitudes that may
help to foster such a new alignment were
brought out at the first mecting on educa-
tion ¢ver sponsored by the National Coun-
cil of Churches that had the participation
of Roman Catholics and Prolestants.

At the two-day session, held here some
time ago by the NCC's Division of Educa-
tion and Minislry, representalives of the
Catholic Church and 15 Protestant denom-
inations made initial plans for a study of the
“common ground” that Protestants and
Catholics share with regard to education.

Dr. Edward A. Powers of the United
Church of Christ, who hcads the six-me¢m-
ber committec that is planning the study,
commented: “The particular concern is for
an update review of gencral policy direc-
tions of the NCC and related bodies.”

Niusirating the shift in Protestant atti-
tudes 1oward public education, Dr. Powers
said, “It’s interesting 10 read NCC docu-
ments dating from the early "60s and sce
the rather general assumption that the pub-
lic schools are good, desirable, humane,
ideal, and that the role of the Churches
related to the Counxil is to suppost them.”

“It's striking,” he said, “to put that
against the kind of critique which many .of
us wobld make today of public education:
the increasing monolithic quality of much of
public education; the lack of tolerance for
diversity; the fundamental commitment 10
the status quo instead of triggering imagi-
nation 10 think about new possibilities for
the full development of persons; the lack of
tolerance or provision for diversity and
strength.”

According to Dr. Powers, many Protes-
tants are now expressing agreement with
Catholics that “values which the public
schools convey are alien to much of what
we value most highly,” and are secking
ways to develop allernatives to poblic-school
education.

Father David Bowman, S.J., who is a
fiaison member of the NCC staff with the
U.S. Catholic bishops, reporied that there
was a “virtual consensus”™ at the meeting on
four specific areas—"1) the need for alter-
natives to public schools, 2) that all
Churches should have a major concern in
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the transmission of the faith through educa-
tion, 3) that therc is a nced for immediate
mutual support for alternatives, and 4) that
Churches must support any public-school
attempls 1o tcach moral values.”

The study group was scheduled to mect
in New York Dec. 6. (RNS)

BAPTISTS FIGHT APARTHEID

LONDON—Britain’s Baptists will nol
withdraw church investments in companies
with interests in South Africa—ithey will
use them to help relieve or prevent the ex-
ploitation of black workers.

The decision was made at a mecling of
the Councit of the British Union of Greal
Britain and Irefand. 1t brought the Baptists
alongside Anglicans and Methodists in new
and concerted action by major denomina-
tions opposing apartheid.

One observer noted, with the exception
of the Roman Catholic Church, which has
yet to act on the issue, the British churches
have reached a rare degree of unanimity.

Not one has cndorsed the World Council
of Churches® view that churches should use
their power as institutional investors o per-
suade British companies to pull out of
South Africa. (RNS)

PRESS GROUPS COLLABORATE

WASHINGTON—An appeal (o stop
scheduled postal increases was sounded in
testimony beforc the Cost of Living Coun-
cil here by the executlive director of the
Catholic Press Association,

James A. Boyle made the prescntation on
behalf of his own organization and three
other groups—Associated Church Press,
which includes Protestant and Orthadox
publications, the Evangelical Press Associa-
tion, and the American Jewish Press Asso-
ciation,

Increased rates requested by the Postal
Service to go into effect Jan. 5 would have
a “clearly damaging effect™ on the religious
nonprofit press, he said.

Calling the increases “crushing”, Doyle
said the nonprofit publications were “least
able to pass along to their advertisers and
readers these heavy increases becausce their
advertising rates and volume are the lowest
in the circulation market available (o them.”
(RNS)

RELIGION COURSE IN
HIGH SCHOOL

ST. LOUIS PARK, Minn.—A federally-
financed course in religion will be offered
students at St. Louis Park High School here
beginning in January.

School officials believe the course, “Re-
ligion in Human Culture,” is the first of its
kind to be a part of a publiz high school's

- Icgular curriculum.

Lee Smith and Wes Bodin, social studies
tleachess, developed the course with the aid
of a $65,118 grant from the U. S. Office of
Education. The course’s concept had been
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approved 1ast year by the St Louis Park
Board of Education.

The ideca of a religion course was first
recommended by the community's Religion
and School Commitice, a citizens™ group
organized (o resolve 3 dispute between the
community's large Jewish populamtion and
the schaol system over the observance of
religious holidays and the uwse of Christian
symbols in the schools at Christmas time.

The aim of the course wil be to help
students understand the role of religion in
society. In addition to religious symbolism
and a comparative study of various reli-
gions, the course will include contemporary
issues bearing on religion such as “religion
and cultural change™ and “religion and pub-
lic policy,” including the Constitution and
public education. (RNS)

CHURCH-STATE RIFT IN SPAIN

MADRID—Against a background of re-
cenl cvents that have brought inte sharp
relief a widening rift between church and
state in Spain, Cardinal Vicente Enrique y
Tarancon of Madrid declared here that the
church “cannot rcmain silent and neutral
out of love for an imaginary peace.”

“It is only by spcuking with scverity—
although always with screnity, prudence,
and charity—that we can become the true
instruments of reconciliation, even if some-
times our words and our attitude can appear
irksome,” said the Cardinal at the opening
session (Nov. 26) of the 19th plenary as-
sembly of Spanish bishops. (RNS)

CHURCH HOSPITALS AND LABOR
DISPUTES

NEW ORLEANS—A United Melhodist
agency favors placement of nonprofit hos-
pitals under the collective bargaining pro-
visions of the Taft-Hartley Taw.

The Division of Health and Weliare
Ministries supported passage of a bill before
the U. S. Senate that would end the exemp-
tion of mnonprofit hospitals from federal
labor provisions o union recognition.

Under existing law, church-related and
other nonprofit hospitals cannot be required
1o recognize and bargain with unions.
Many do, and the United Methodist Church
encourages 350 health and welfare institu-
tions 1o bargain collectively. {(RNS)

RELEASED TIME IN WISCONSIN

MADISON--The Wisconsin legislature
approved and sent to Gov. Patrick 1. Lucey
a bill that will allow public school students
to take wp to three hours a week away from
classes Lo attend religious instruction.

This "released time” program was made
possible by a stale constitutional referen-
dum approved by volers in the 1972 Wis-
consin primary. The bill gives local schoo)
boards the authority to make released time
arrangements at their option. It would
limit the time of such classes to not less than

one hour and not more than three hours
cach week. (RNS)

URGES POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

MIAMI BEACH—Gov. Rcubin Askew
said here that America is facing *“a crisis of
the spirit” and urged churches and syna-
gogucs 1o lead the nation in “a revival of
political courage.”

Too many citizens, dismayed over cvents
n Washington and c¢lscwhere, have dropped
out of polilical involvement, the Florida
governor iold the 26th annual assembly of
the Florida Council of Churches here.

Gov. Askew, a Democrat, is an clder in
the First Presbyterian church of Pensacola,
a congregation of the Presbyterian Church
in the U, S, (Southern). A one-lime Sunday
schoot teacher, he is serving this year as
chairman of the Governor’'s Commiite for
National Bible Week.

The “"democratic way of government is
deeply rooted in our Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion,” the governor told church leaders. He
held that “it is not the system that has gone
wrong, but some few people in it who have
tricd (0 manipulate it 1o serve their own
needs.”

“To claim to be a Christian or a Jew who
loves God and ncighbor and not to take an
aclive part in the formulation of social poli-
cics affecting those necighbors would scem
te deny complete fulfiliment of one’s faith,”
Gov. Askew said. (RNS)

20,000 HIT ARORTION RULE

ST. LOUIS—Missouri's Altorncy Gen-
eral, the state’s junior U. S. Senator and
more than 20,000 persons rallied here to
condemn the Supreme Court’s ruling on
abortion and to promole lcgal protection for
the wnborn—including 2 constitiional
amendment, if necessary.

The rally was sponsored by Missowri
Citizens for Life, a non-seclarian anli-
ahortion group, and was heavily promoted
by Catholic groups.

Missouri's U. 8. Semator Thomas F.
Eagleton, a Roman Catholic, linked the
Dred Scott and abortion rulings, and gave
strong hacking to efforts to reverse the high
court by constitutional amendment. (RNS)

YICE PRESIDENT ON RELIGION

WASHINGTON—Vice President Gerald
Ford, nominated by President Nixon to
fil former Vice President Agnew's uoex-
pired term ia the nation’s second highest
post, favors federal aid to parochial schools,
voluntary prayers in public schoots and the
death penalty for certain crimes.

Ris positions on these issues have been
stated in regular news letters he mailed to
his constitutents while a Congressman from
Michigan and restated in scveral radio
broadcasts in his district, (RNS)
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Subscription Rate Increase in 1974

Report From the Capital has never raised its subscription rates, but inflation
has finally overtaken us. Increascd costs of paper, printing, postage and per-
sonnel have forced an increase in prices.

Our new rates are not yet high enough. However, in an effort to serve a
maximum number of people we are trying to hold the rates at a minimum

Subscribers wishing to take advantage of present rates must do so before
the ead of 1973. The new rates take cffect January 1, 1974,

New Subscription Schedule

Individual subscription
Club rate for 10 or more

$2.50 cach per year
2.00 each per year

Bulk rate (10 or more to single address) ...

Report From The Capital
published by
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
200 Maryland Ave., N. E., Washington, D. C. 20002

1.75 each per ycar

Public Affairs . . . and the Churches

DISCIPLES ENDORSE AMNESTY

CINCI Tl—Amnesty for draft re-
sisters e Indo-China war period was
endors¥d here by the Christian Church {(Dis-

ciples of Christ.).

The denomination’s biennial General As-
sembly urged amnesty for all persons “in
legal jeopardy for acts of non-violent re-
sistance to civil or military law because of
opposition to, or forced participation in,
the Indo-China war, except those convicted
of acts of vipience, and even here we rec-
commend that these cases be reviewed on
an individual basis.” (RNS)

HITS PAYMENTS “IN LIEL” OF
TAXES

NEW YORK-—A group of Episcopal
lawyers and clergy in the New York dio-
cese has recommended that churches not
make voluntary tax payments to offset
"guilty™ feelings about their exempt status,
and has cautioned whether religious insti-
tutions should be exempt from such fees as
water charges and sewer rents,

In a 37-page report on churches and tax-
ation, the Guild of St. Ives also recom-
mends that church groups be required to
file information returns on property hold-
ings and investments, and that clergy resi-
dences not be given tax exemptions. (RNS)

UN GETS VATICAN FREEDOM
DOCUMENT

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y.—The Vati-
can has urged the United Nations to re-
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vise a proposed decla'ratio’ on religious
freedom to place a greater emphasis on
public worship and on the freedom of reli-
gious groups as well as individuais.

As one of 26 states responding to a draft
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms
of Religious Intolerance, the Holy See told
Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim that it
would also prefer that the document be a
binding convention rather than a declara-
tion. (RNS)

UN DUCKS FREEDOM 1SSUE

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y —The United
Nations has postponed action on a declara-
tion covering religious intolerance—again!

After having been instructed by the Gen-
eral Assembly last year to take up such
a declaration as a matter of priority, the
Assembly’s Social Humanitarian and Cul-
toral Committee unanimously adopted a
proposat to defer action.

Instead, at the suggestion of Bulgaria and
Guinea, the committee sent its documenta-
tion to the Human Rights Commission with
instructions to prepare a new proposal on
religious freedom which would then be de-
bated by the Assembly, presumably some-
time in 1974, (RNS)

EYANGELICAL SOCIAL CONCERN

CHICAGO—Fifty evangelical Christian
leaders from a wide variety of backgrounds
from ail parts of the country met in Chi-
cago over the Thanksgiving weekead to
cxplore the impaortance of social concern

Bulk Rate
U. S. Postage
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Permit No. 41363
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for contemporary biblical faith, according
t0 a news release from Messiah College.

Aflter three days of lively debate and
prayer, they adopted a major document
in which they stated their conviction that
biblical faith and social concern are insep-
arable.

Signers of the document, “A Declaration
of Evangelical Social Concern,” included
such prominent evangelical leadres as Carl
F. H. Henry, former editor of Christianity
Today. Frank Gabelein, Headmaster Emeri-
tus of the Stoneybrook School, and Paul
Rees, Vice-President-at-Large of Waorld
Vision, and Sen. Mark Hatfield (R., Ore).

JEWS SUPPORT AMNESTY

NEW YORK—Reform Judaism's congre-
gational body, the Union of American He-
brew Congregations, has called on Cangress
to grant unconditional amnesty to young
men who refused to serve in the military
during the Vietnam war.

By a vote of 407 to 268, delegates to the
UAHC's centennial convention herc
adopted a statement linking amnesty with
the ceasc-fire in Vietnam. "As we make
peace with our epemies,” the resolution
said, “let us also make peace with these.
our youth.”

SUPPLEMENTAL SOCIAL SECURITY

BALTIMORE—The Social Jecurity Ad-
ministeation invites churches to help locate
elderly, blind and disabled persons who may
be eligible for financial assistance in the
form of Supplemental Security Income pay-
ments. Thousands of persons have not yet
signed up because ithey don't know they arc
cligible. Persons willing to help should con-
tact the nearest chapler af the American
Red Cross. (BP)
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