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U. S. Senate Acts to Set April 30 as Day of
Humiliation, Fasting, Prayer; House Yet to Act

WASHINGTON (BP)}—The U.S. Sen-
ate passed without discussion and without
referral to a committee a resolution to set
April 30, 1974 as “a National Day of Hu-
miliation, Fasting and Prayer."”

Presumably, the matter will be taken
up in the House of Representatives at an
carly date, although the matter was done
50 quickly in the Scnate that no plan for
House action had been formed at the time
the Senate acted.

Proposed by Sen. Mark O. Hatfield
{R., Ore.), the resolution was also spon-
sorcd by Scnators Harold E. Hughes (D.,
lowa), Jennings Randolph (D., W. Va.},
Dewey F. Bartlett (R., Okla.), Lawton

Sce cditorial, page. 8

Chiles (D., Fla.), Paul J. Fapnin (R.,
Ariz.), John C. Stennis (D., Miss.),
James B, Allen (D., Ala.), J. Bennett
Johnston (D., La.), San Nunn (D., Ga.),
Pcte V. Domenici {R., N.M.) and Clif-
ford P. Hansen (R., Wyo.).

When Hatfield introduced his resolu-
tion, he said that he wanted it referred to
a Scnate commitice for consideration,
Then in a hurried consultation with the
Senate leadership, the request was made
for immuediate consideration. There was
no objection to immediate consideration,
and the resolution was passed without
further discussion.

In his introductory remarks, Hatfield
pointed out that the resolution “is mod-
cled primarily after a resolution adopted
in 1863 and as writtcn by Abraham Lin-
coln.”

Halficld cxplained that *“in the midst of

the Civil War, the U.S. Senate requested,
and Lincoln responded on three separate
occasions t0 i resolution sctting aside a
day for national humiliation, fasting and
prayer.”

The preamble to the Hatfield resolu-
tion proclaims that it is the duty of na-
tions to acknowledge their dependence on
G, that the United States has been un-
usually prospered by the blessings of God,
but that "we have forgotten God." The
preamble constitutes a lengthy confession
of religious shortcoming on the part of the
people of America.

Beeause of the spiritual failure of the
American people, the Scenate resolutien
said, It therefore behooves us to humble
ourselves before Almighiy God, to con-
fess our national sins, and to pray for
clemency and forgiveness.”

The complete text of the resolution is
as fotlows:

Joint Resolution

“To proclaim April 30, 1974 as a Na-
tional Day for Humiliation, Fasting, and
Praycr

“Whereas, it is the duty of nations, as
well as of men to owe their dependence
upon the overruling power of God, to
confess their sins and transgressions, in
humblc sorrow, yet with assured hope that
genuine repentance will lead to mercy and
pardon, and to recognize the sublime
truth, announced in the Holy Scripturcs
and proven by all history, that thosc na-
tions are blessed whose God is the Lord;
and

“Whereas, we know that we have been
the recipients of the choicest bounties of

(Sce, PRAYER DAY, p. 5)
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Baptists Join in Forming
National PEARL Coalition

WASHINGTON (BP)—Twenty-cight
religious, cducational and civil liberties
groups formally organized a4 new National
Coulition for Public Education and Reli-
gious Liberty (PEARL).

President of National PEARL is Suf-
fragan Bishop John Walker of the Wash-
ington Cathedral ¢Episcopal). Leo Plef-
fer, a nationally-recognized constitutionil
expert in the ficld of church-state litiga-
tion is counsel for the group.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Aflairs is a charter member of the coali-
tion. James E. Wood, Jr., executive diree~
tor of the Baptist Joint Commiitiee, served
on the planning committee that brought
the organization inte cxistence, He will
continue to serve on Lhe executive com-
mittee.

The purpose of the coalition is to sup-
port public cducation and religious lib-
<riy and to oppose government sid to non-
public schools.

National PEARL will maintain an of-
fice in the building of the National Educa-
tion Association in the nation’s Capital.
An executive director will be employed in
the near future.

Consultations {for more than a year pro-
duced a concensus thal such an organiza-
tion is needed to coordinate state and fed-
cral cflorts on itcms of mutual interest for
the protection of public education and re-
ligious liberty, A preliminary conference
was held in Washington on March (2,

1973, atended by 75 persons from 50 or-
ganizations. The formal organization of
National PEARL is a direct outgrowth of
that conference.

{Sce, NATIONAL PEARL, p. 5)

Church Bodies Fight
for Abortion Rights

WASHINGTON —Sixtcen major
Christian and Jewish religious organiza-
tions joined together here to form a na-
tional Rcligious Coalition for Abdrlion
Rights (RCAR).

Headquartered in the nation’s Capital,
the coalition’s goal is to safeguard the
right of women to use individual freedom
of conscicnce in deciding whether to scck
an abortion. v

Ms. Ray M. S. Tucker, newly named
chairperson of the interdenominational
coalition said, “Abortion is a highly per-
sonal decision; onc that should be deter-
mined by an individual's own conscicnce,

(See, CHURCH BODIES, p. 5)
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Religious Liberty and Abortion Rights
By Jumes E. Wood, Jr.

In recent polls of top news storics of 1973, the Supremc
Court decisions on abortion (Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton)
ranked first in the Catholic press and third in the “top ten” Re-
ligious News Scrvice (RNS) storics on religion for the year.
Unfortunatcly, much of the publicity concerning the Court’s
landmark decisions has failcd to focus on abortion rights as a
constitutional or church-state issuc but
rather has been concerned almost exclu-
sively with abortion as an ethical or moral
issuc. No maticr whal onc's moral or the-
ological judgment may bc conccrning any
given issuc, it is highly imporlant in a so-
cicty such us ours to understand the con-
stitutional issuc involved in any Supremu
Court dccision, parlicularly any decision
affecting buman rights and liberty of con-
science.

The dccisions of the U.S. Supreme
Court last Yanuary conccrning abortion ri
situation on the basis of constitutional righ
oﬁi,ndﬁidual moral and religious views on abortion a maitcr of
indimdual conscicnce. The Court did mot cadorsc, let alonc

tommend, abortion for anyonc. It clearly prohibited the state
from denying medical services rclating to abortion to a woman
during the first trimester (12 wecks) of her pregnancy. By a
vote of 7 to 2 the Court declared that “the right to privacy . . .
founded in the Fourtcenth Amendmeat’s concepl of personal
liberty . . . is broad enough to cncompass a woman's decision
whether or not to tcrminate her pregnancy.”

The Court’s decisions were neither the legalization of abor-
tion as such nor a moral sanciion of abortion. Rather, the
decisions werc an affirmation of the right of a woman to
the medical service of abortion (as prescribed above), by and
upon the counsel of a licensed physician. Questions regard-
ing the availability of such medical service, atong with the right
o couascling from duly licenscd members of the medical pro-
fession, were lcft to the individual conscicnces of the persons
involved, including members of the medica) profession.

Since the historic decisions of the U. 8. Suprcme Court on
the basis of individual rights and individual conscience, a mili-
tant and well organized movement has arisen sceking a consti-
tutional amendmenl or legislation to annul the Supreme Court’s
January 1973 decisions on abortion rights. Bills havc beea in-
troduced in Congress, such as the Buckley Amendment (S.J.
Res. 119), which would outlaw completely the right of anyonc
to an abortion. Gencrally speaking, the proposcd icgislation is
more rigid than that which prevailed in those states which had
statutes on abortion overturned by the Supreme Count decisions.

A review of stalcments on abortion rights by major Protcs-
tant communions and Jewish organizations would indicate that
these decisions of the Court are strongly supported in principle
by millions of Amcricans throughout the United States. These
religious groups include, among others: American Baptist
Churches, U. S. A.; Black American Baptist Churchmen; B'nai

Wood
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B'ath women; Catholics for a Free Choice; Church of the
Bretheen; Nationa! Council of Jewish Women; National Federy-
tion of Temple Sisterhoods; Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations; United Church of Christ; United Methodist Church;
and United Presbyterian Church, U. S, A.

Three years before the historic Suoreme Court decisions, the
Amcrican Baptist Conveation in 1968 urged that legislation be
enacled to provide that “the termination of a pregnancy to the
cnd of the twelfth week (first trimester) be at the request of the
individual{s) concerncd and bc regarded as an clective medieal
procudure governed by the laws regulating medical practice and
liccnsure.”

In 1971 the Southern Baptist Convention adopled a resolulion
calling “upon Southern Baptists to work for legislation thal wilg
allow the possibility of abortion under such conditions as rape,
incesl, clear evidence of severe fetal deformity, und carefully
ascertained cvidence of likelihood of damuge 10 the emotional,
mental, and physical health of the mother.”

In many instances the right to abortion, as outlined by the
U. §. Supreme Court, hus been supported by religious denomi-
nations which clearly do not sanction abortion as such. Rather,
they see the Courl's decisions as rooted in the rights of persons,
i.c., liberty of conscience, and the limited role of government in
prohibiting abortion medical scrvices to those persons who feel
their aced for this service, when performed by duly licensed
medical personnel. 1t is significant 1o note that, according to a
Harris poll last spring, the majority of Amcrican citizens sup-

\ clasificd the legal ported the rightness of the Supreme Court’s decisions.
lcaving questions 4 Recently, there was formed in Washington, D. C., a national

Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights (RCAR). Membur-
ship in the Coalition includes sixtecn major religious denomina-
tions. Scveral Baptists arc included among its officers and spon-
sors, as well as leaders of major religious denominations. Its
official statement of purposc is “to cncourage and coordinate
support for safcguarding the legal option of abortion, for cnsur-
ing the right of individuals 10 make decisions concerning abor-
tion in accordance with their conscieaces; and for opposing
cfforts to deny this right of conscience through constitutional
amendment, or federal and statc legislation.”

The rationale for this interdenominational Coalition was
clearly cxpressed recently by its newly named chairperson, Ms.
Ray M. S. Tucker: “Abortion is a highly personal decision; one
that should be determincd by an individual's own con-
science. . . . The option of sale and legal abortion must continuc
to be made available.™

The Baptist Joint Committce is not a member of the Religious
Caoalition for Abortion Rights. The Committee did vote, how-
cver, at its October mecling to “go on record to opposc the
Bucklcy-Hatficld constitutional amendment, and all like or
simélar constitulional amendments.” [t did so out of a concers
that in our pluralistic society the state should not ecmbody into
law one particular religious or moral viewpoint on which differ-
ing vicws are held by substaatial sections of the religious and
aonrcligious communitics. The action of the Commitice came
also oul of its long tradition for upholding liberty of conscicnce
and the separation of church and state. Furthermore, it recog-
nized that simply outlawing abortion fails to come 10 grips with
many of the profound complexitics surrounding involuatary,
problematic, and unwanted pregnancics. While abortion in-
volves cxtremcly scrious cthical and moral decisions, it ulti-
matcly requires recognition of the right and responsibility of the
persons involved to make their own dccisions regarding onc of
thc most intimate and personal of all human ¢xperiences.

Report From The Capital
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THE SECOND SESSION of the 93rd Congress may consider five propusals for amendments to
the Constitution. All of them have yet to clear the hearings procedures of the Judiciary
Committees of both the House and the Senate.

PRAYER AMENDMENTS have been referred to both House and Senate subcommittees.
Hearings for the proponents have been held in the Senate but the opposition has not yet
been scheduled. The House Subcommittee has no present intentions of scheduling hearings,

STAFF MEMBERS report that no discharge petition has been filed in the House on this issue.
The Senate rules do not provide for discharge petitions. No effective pressure has been
mounted in favor of the amendments but an enthusiastic and well financed campaign is
expected this spring.

HEARINGS ON ANTI-ABORTION amendments have been scheduled for March and April in the
Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional Amendments. The House Subcommittee has not
scheduled hearings and a discharge petition filed on July 10, 1973 has been signed by only
40 of the 218 members necessary to bring the measure directly to the floor.

BUSING will be an emotional issue for Congress to contend with this session, Chairman
James O. Eastland {(D., Miss,) seems to be content to let the matter sit for a while so
that some Congressmen and Senators from the North have to deal with the problems
busing brought to the South.

SENATOR JAMES B, ALLEN (D., Ala.) has placed an anti-busing amendment on the calendar
in an effort to avoid the Judiciary Committee by attaching his proposal to some other
pending legislation, If such action were to be attempted, the teadership would probably
insist on referral back to the Committee. A House discharge petition has gotten only S5
signatures.

DIRECT ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT was approved by the Senate Subcommittee on Con-
stitutional Amendments on the last day of the 1st Senate Session. It must clear the full
Committee but in the wake of Watergate, this may have a chance to pass both houses.

SENATOR SAM BRVIN'S (D., N. C,) proposal to establish a single six-year term of office
for the President could also receive favorable action in an effort to head off future abuses
of the type which came from the Committee for the Re-election of the President.

THE SUPREME COURT accepted its constitutional responsibility and rendered decigions in
cases with divisive emotional overtones. Congress is now being urged to reverse some
of these through the amendment process. Politicians, who must face the voters, generally
would prefer not to have to make such decisions.

Page Three




Public Affairs . . . . and the Churches

Clergy Arvesied in Korea

SEOQOUL—Palice here arrested a Ro-
man Catholic Bishop, the honorary dcan
of a Protestant theological seminary and a
Buddhist pricst during a press conference
in which they were reading a stalement
criticising the “dictatorship and rule by
terror” of the preseat regime, The state-
ment, signed by 15 writers, scholars and
clergymen, called on the nation to “risc
up and struggle” for thc restoration of
democracy.

Policc broke up the press confercnce
being held in the coffeeshop of the YMCA
and arrested nine of the statement’s sign-
crs. Among them were Bishop Daniel Tii
Hak Soun of Won Ju, Dr. Kim Jac Joon
of Hankuk Theological Seminary and Bop
Chong, a Buddhist.

Earlicr in 1973, Park Hyong Kyu, pas-
tor of Scoul’s First Presbyterian Church,
was sentenced Lo two years in prison for
“attempting to overthrow the govern-
mens J JAls case is being appealed. (EPS)

,;"I.Jnsccrediled Christian Schools

GREENVILLE, Ohio~A court casc
here involving the parents of children who
attended unaccredited Christian schools
may develop into a landmark in church-
state relations. >

Last December a Darke County grand
jury handed down _ujght secret JAndict-
ments against parents who_have femoved
their children from public school and seat
them to a Christian school operated by
God’s Tabernacle, an independent con-
gregation. .

Assistant Proscculing Attorney Lec
Fry related the indictments to an Ohio
law which says that parcnts are required
1o scnd their children to schools accred-
ited by the state.

The controversy stems from a revolt
against public schools. Levi W. Whisner,
pastor of God’s Tabernacle declared:
“QOur people have been aware of the erod-
img moral and spiritual values of the coun-
try, especially of the public schools.” He
charged that this is a battle between
Christ and Satan, who, he said, “has al-
ready succceded in taking the Bible and
prayer out of government schools and re-
placed it with immorality, drug and alco-
hol addiction, lawlessness and riots, the
complete breakdown of all discipline, to

Page Four

say nothing of lowered academic stand-
ards.™

Those who arc sponsoring and partici-
pating in the unaceredited schools fecl
that it is a denial of their religious liberty
o be deprived of the right of having their
own God-centered schools, even though
they do not mecet the state accreditation
standards. (RNS)

Reimbursement Move Started

HARRISBURG, Pa.—A move to get
Philadelphia Federal District Court ap-
proval to disburse $91 million to the
parcents of parochial and other nonpublic
school pupils, for the period beiween the
cllcctive date of the aid taw and the time
it was declared unconstitutional by the
U.S. Supreme Court, has been started in
the Pennsylvania legistature.

Previously the Court has permitted sim-
ilar payments based upon the proposition
that where there is a reliance on a statute
lat® dcclared. uscongitutional, benefits
bestowed under the statute prior to the
court decision cannot be retroactively
voided.

The State Legislature is being asked (o
hold that “a single act of rcimbursement
(for tuition paid to private schools) to
these parcnts could not be construed to
be excessive entanglement or advance-
ment of religion inasmuch as the reim-
bursement will occur only once and will
not recur.” (RNS)

Right to Dic With Dignity

ANAHEIM, Calif.—Policy makers of
the American Medical Association have
adopted a statement condemning euthan-
asia (mercy killing) but approving the
right of patients to die “with digaity.”

Members of the AMA House of Dele-
gates said there is a “confusion between
cuthanasia and death with dignity, and a
lack of undcrstanding or agreecment about
their different connotations.”

“The intentional tcrmination of the life
of onc human being by another—mercy
killing—is contrary to that for which the
medical profession stands and is contrary
to the policy of the American Medical
Association,” the statement said.

However, the delegates agreed that the
paticnt and his family had the right to ask
for the halting of “cxtraordinary means to
prolong the life of the body” when a pa-
tient is irrefutably dying, (RNS)

Religion in High Schools

COLUMBUS, Ohio—The demand for
courses about religion and “values clarj-
fication™ in public high schools is increas-
ing, members of the National Council on
Religion and Public Education {(NCRPE)
were told here at their second annual con-
venlion.

An illustration: Violet Tupper, a Min-
acapolis public school teacher, reporied
that a three-year-old “values cducation
course is now clected by more students
than can be accommodated, She added
that similar courscs, including onc on the
Bible as litcrature, have recvived wide
support, “with no parental complaints to
date.”

The NCRPF, is an umbrclta organiza-
tion of 34 groups that was formed in 1971

“1o provide a forum and means for coop- |

cration among organizations and institu-
tions concerned with those ways of study-
ing religion which arc educationally ap-
propriatc and constitutionally acceptable
to a sccular program of public cducation.”

INDEX, Vol. 28 — 1973
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Prayer Day

(Continued from page 1)
Heaven; we have been preserved Lhese
many ycars in peace and prosperity; we
have grown in numbers, wealth and power
as no other nation has cver grown; but we
have forgotien God; and

“Whercas, we have forgotten the gra-
cious hand which preserved us in peace,
and multiplied and enriched us; and we
have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness
of our hearts, that all these blessings were
produced by some superior wisdom and

“Whereas, intoxicaled with unbroken
suceess, we have become too sclf-suffi-
cient 10 feel the necessity of redeeming
and preserving grace, too proud to pray
to the God that made us; and

“Whereas, we have made such an idol
oul of our pursuit of “national sccurity”
that we have forgotten that only God can,
be the ultimate guardian of our true live-
lihood and safety; and

“Wihereas, we have failed to respond,
persontully and collectively, with sacrifice
and uncompromised commilment Lo the
unmet needs of our fellow man, both at
home and abroad; as a people,~we have
become so absorbed with the sclfish pur-
suits of pleasurc and profit that we have
blinded ourselves to Godl's standard of
justice and rightcousness for this society;
and

“Whereas, it therefore hehooves us to
humble ourselves before Almighty God,
1o confess our national sins, and to pray
for clemency and fosgiveness: Now, there-
fore be it

“Resoived by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
Anierica in Cotigress Assembied, that the
Congress hereby proclaims that April 30,
1974 be a National Day of Humiliation,
Fasting and Prayer; and calls upon the
people of our nation to humble ourselves
us we see fit. before our Creator to ac-
knowledge our final dependence upon
Him and to repent of our national sins.”

National PEARL

(Continued from page 1)

When the new office is opened and the
executive director begins work National
PEARL will perform three major func-
tions: (1) collect and disseminate infor-
mation on proposals for supplying fed-
erial, state or loca!l aid to nonpublic
schools; (2) collect and disscminate in-
formation conccrning the adoption of such

~ proposals and their administration; and

January 1974

Church Bodies for Abortion Rights

{Continued lrom page 1)

not by the dictaws of church or state, The
vplion. of safe and legal abortion must
continue to hbe made available, We will
work vigorously 1o prevent adoplion of
any amendment which will prohibit the
performance of safe legal abortions and
witl fight cfforts 10 nullify (he Supreme
Courl decision of tast year.”

One of RCAR's first prioritics is to
start seligivus coalitions in key states in
order 1o mobilize support for abortion
rights within the rcligious communitics.

According to Ms. Tucker, the RCAR
will be working closcly with other orga-
nizations to preserve  ahortion  rights.
“"RCAR’s special contribution is to help
the public realize that in our pluralistic
society, the state should not embody into
law onc particular religious or moral view-
point on which widely differing views are
held by substantial scciions of the reli-
gious community,” she said.

The RCAR is directed by an interde-
nominationat policy committee. A full
time staff is being organized with a siaff

director to be announced carly in Janu-
ary.

Members of the Coalition are: Division
of Social Ministries, Amwrican Baptist
Churches; B'nai Brith Women: Washing-
ton Oftice, Church of the Brethrea: Cath-
«ics for a Free Choice; Union of Amer-
ican  Hebrew  Congregations;  Unitarian
Uantversalist Assaciation; National Coun-
cil of Jewish Women; Board of Homwland
Ministrics, United Church  of Christ;
Council for Christian  Sacial  Action,
United Church of Christ: Board of Church
and Socicty, United Mcthodist Church;
Womuen's Division, Board of Giobal Min-
istrics, United Methodist Church; Church
and  Society Unit, United Presbyterian
Church, USA; Women's Program Unit,
United Peeshyterian Church, USA; Wash-
ington  Oftice, United  Presbyterian
Churcli, USA; Nationat! Federation of
Temple Sisterhoods; Unitarian Universal-
ist Women's Federation.

Ms. Tucker is active in legislation for
the National Council of Jewish Womcen.

(3) facilitute and assist in coordinating
activities in opposition (o such govern-
menlal action.

Among the aclivities contemplated will
be publishing a news-letter, preparing re-
scarch matcerials, analyzing federal and
stute Jegislation and court decisions, hold-
ing an annual conference, establishing a
speaker’s burcau, and serving as a general
clearinghouse of information on which na-
tional, state and local groups can rely.

In addition to Bishop Walker, other of-
ficers include the following: vice presi-
dents, Willard Heckel, former Dean, Rut-
gers University Law School and former
Moderator of the United Presbyterian
Church, Jefferson Fordham, former Dean,
University of Pennsylvania Law Schaool
and now professor of law, University of
Utah Law School, Rabbi Robert Gordis,
professor of Bible, Jewish Theological
Seminary and former president of the
Synagogue Council of America, Helen
Wise, president of the National Education
Association, and Florence Flast, vice
chairman of New York PEARL.

Stanley McFarland, divector of the
Governmenial Rclations Division of the
National Education Association, is the
seerelary-treasurer,

Although other organizations are ex-
pected to join National PEARL as soon

as their controlling bodies act on i, the
list of the charter members is as follows:
Amcrican Civil Liberties Union, Ameri-
¢an FEthical Union, Amurican Humanist
Assaciation, Amcrican Jewish Congress,
Americans  Uniwd for Scparation of
Church  and  State, Anti-Defamation
League of B'Nai Brith,

Bauptist Joint Committee on Public Af-
Mairs, Central Conference of American
Rabbis, National Association of Laity
{Cathalic), Naticnal Council of Jewish
Women, National Education Association,
Nationul Women's Conference of the
American Ethical Union, Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations, Universalist-
Unitarian Association,

United Methodist Church, National
Capital Arca Civil Liberties Union, Con-
necticut Civil Libertics Union, Hlinois
PEARL, Monroc County ™ (N.Y.)
PEARL, Nassau-Suffolk Countics {(N.Y.)
PEARL, N.Y. PEARL, Missouri
PEARL, Michigan Council Against Pa-
rochaid,

Missouri Baptist Christian Lifc Com-
mission, New JeRey Public Funds for
Public Schools, N.Y. State United Teach-
ers Federation, Ohio Free Schools Asso-
ciation, and Wisconsin Prescrve our Pub-
lic Schools.
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Note: This is the first time Report From The Capital has
It is planned«to publish thc Index an-
nually hereafter. The Baptist Joint Committec has in its office
file an Index beginning with Vol. 23, 1968.
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Editorial . . . ... w. Barry Garrett

How Can One Object to This?

At the risk of being misunderstood and
“criticized, we must object.

We object (o the presumption of public
officials whe think it is the duty of gov-
erament (o call the nation into a favorable
relationship with God. It is not the busi-
ncss of government to be concerncd about
the religiousness or irreligiousness of the
people. It is a violation of the nature of
truc religion for a nation to curry the (a-
vor of God through a national”ritualism
of “humiliation, fasting and prayer.”

On page onc is an account of Con-
gressional action to sct April 30, 1974 as
a4 “National Day of Humiliation, Fasiing
and Prayer.”

We have long been an admirer of Sen-
ator Mark O, Hatfield (R., Ore.) and the
others who co-sponsored his joint resolu-
tion in Congress. We are at a complctc
loss, however, to understand how these
mcn thipk they can get this nation right
with%#0d by governmental action.

were cncouraged last February by
ggnator Hatfield at the National Prayer
Breakfast (privately sponsored), attended
by President Nixon and hundreds of other
prominent public, business and religious
persons. At that time the Senator sounded
a ringing notc for Biblical religion in con-
trast to “American civil religion.”

“Events such as this prayer breaklast,”
the Scnator declarcd, “contain the real
dang('sc.gf misplaced allegiance, if not out-
right idofatry, to the cxtent that they fail
to distinguish between the god of an
American civil rcligion and the God who
rcveals Himself in the Holy Scripturcs
and in Jesus Christ.”

He continucd, “Jf we as leaders appeal
to the god of an American civil religion,
our faith is in a small and cxclusive deity,
a loyal spiritual Advisor to American
power and prestige, a Defender of the
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Amcerican nation, the object of a nutional
folk ruligion devoid of moral content. But
if we pray to the Biblical God of justice
and righteousness, we fall under God's
judgment for calling upon His name, but
failing 10 obcy His commands.™

We were thankful that a person of the
stature of Sen. Hatficld had the courage
10 suy this in the presence of the Presi-
dent of the United States and other highly
placed officials. But now he has reversed
the ficld and is running toward the wrong
goal line. Instcad of turping o the legis-
lative branch of government to issue the
call for national “humiliation, fasting and
prayer” the Senator could have appealed
to the American people through their re-
ligious institutions and {caders, their fam-
ily life, and their responsibility as individ-
uals to lead the nation to'a retura to God.
SeHutficld's appeal the cxampic of
Abraham Lincoln, wifo three times at the
request of the Congress proclaimed days
of “humiliation, fusting and prayer,” is
not altogether impressive. Onc might say
that it workcd for Abraham Lincoln, so
it might work for us. This might sound
convincing cxcept for the fact that therc
were many people in the south praying
for a Confedcrate victory over the north.

It is understandable why the™Scnator
did not ask the scandal-ridden executive
branch of government to call the nation
back 10 God. But it is not quite under-
standable how he thinks the Congress is
qualificd to do what the President could
not do.

The remarks of Scnator Hatficld, when
he introduced his resolution in the Sen-
ate, and the precamble 1o the resolution
calting for a National Day of Humiliation,
Fasting and Prayer, arc cloquent confes-
sions of the sins of the nation. However,
there is a strangeness about them, coming
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as they do from the U.S. Congress. Re-
pentance and faith come from the inner
man, not at the behest of government.

The words of the U.S. Supreme Court
(School District v. Schiempp and Murray
v. Curlett) arc appropriate: “The place of
religion in our socicty is an exalted one,
achicved through a long tradition of rcli-
ance on the home, the church and the in-
violable citadel of the individual heart and
mind. We have come to recognize through
bitter cxpericnce that it is not within the
power of government to invade that cita-
del, whether its purpose or cffect be to
aid or oppose, to advance or retard. In
the rclationship between man and reli-
gion, the State is firmly committed to a
position of ncutrality. Though the appli-
cation of that rulc requires interpretation
of a delicate sort, the rule itsclf is clearly
and concisely stated in the words of the
First Amendment.”
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