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On the Issues

the CAPITAL with a vision that projected

lucidly written, substantive articles on issues
of deep concern to our Baptist community in a format
equally clear and pleasant to the eye. Graphics de-
signer Bill Kreittow, a member of the Calverton (MD)
Baptist Church provided his keen aesthetic insights to
account largely for the overall concept. It remains for
the staff to prepare articles of major interest and to
keep a watchful eye toward supplying news and fea-
ture material.

Esther Herst has suggested some of the pitfalls of an
omnibus approach to criminal code reform. The proc-
ess in the Senate Judiciary Committee, she says, is a
“graphic illustration of the risks of legislative horse-
trading.” She finds many of the improving amend-
ments inadequate and parts of the bill itself as an "in-
tolerable threat” to constitutional rights. It has been
almost ten years since Congress began dealing with
comprehensive legislation to recodify federal criminal
law. The result, 5.1722, is examined by Ms. Herst,
listing some of its shortcomings.

As the debate continues over federal funding of pri-
vate and religious schools, it becomes important to
have in mind a succinct picture of public education in
the U.S. James Wood's article, *“The Rise of the Public
Schools” appeared elsewhere as part of a study which
also included sections on Religion and Public Educa-
tion and Public Funds and Religious Schools. Another
respite in the battle to maintain high quality public
education and constitutional strictures on support of
alternate educational institutions came following the
rejection by California voters of a voucher plan which
would have allowed massive state funding of paro-
chial and private schools,

There is good news and bad news, to quote an
anonymous source, that affects REPORT subscribers.
First the bad news: we have found it necessary to in-
crease our subscription prices, from $3.00 to $4.00 for
a single year subscription, and from $2.00 to $3.00 for
the club (10 subscriptions or more) rate. In the good
news announcement, all new subscriptions and all re-
newals received before March 1 will be honored at the
lower price. The REPORT takes seriously its commit-
ment to provide the broadest coverage of news and
information in the area of church/state and public af-
fairs. Our premise is that our readers are equally
committed to the on-going task of Christian witness
and have come to value this periodical.

w e started the 35th volume of the REPORT from

Vicfor Tupitza

Page 2

Report from the Capital




WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS

DECLARING THAT AMERICANS have become "profligate wasters" of energy resources,
President Carter called on representatives of the nation's religious commu-
nity to help lead the way in conservation efforts.

CBRRTER TOLD 125 PERSCONS representing more than 30 religious groups at a White
House breakfast that "the conservation of oil has a religious connotation"
in that "we are stewards under God's guidance" who are called upon "to hus-

band” natural resources for the good of all persons, especially the less
fortunate.

THE DAY-LONG CONFERENCE on religion and energy.in the 1980s was sponsored by five
groups, including the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.
Sixteen Baptists, including several members of the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs, were among the participants.

IN THE SUPREME COURT, a Chicago public school teacher who was dismissed after re-
fusing to teach her kindergarten class the pledge of allegiance to the flag

and certain patriotic songs, failed to convince the justices to take on her
case.

JOETHELIA PALMER, a member of the Jehovah's Witnesses sect, complained that en-
gaging in the patriotic exercises would violate her religious freedom by
forcing her to engage in idolatry.

ATTORNEYS FOR THE CHICAGO school system disagreed, arguing that Palmer's termina-
tion was based on “curricular non-conformity” and came only after "elaborate
experiments to accommodate™ her religious needs.

THE CITY OF DENVER, CO has appealed a court order to dismantle a Nativity scene
traditionally displayed on the grounds of the City and County Building. A
federal district court judge ordered the display removed following a suit
filed by the American Civil Liberties Union on behalf of a local group calling
itself citizens Concerned for Separation of Church and State.

THE PUBLIC DISPLAY of religiocus symbols during the holiday season and the singing
of Christmas carols in public schools have been under attack in recent years,
No such dispute has arrived at the U.S. Supreme Court for final resolution.

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS OFFICIALS have depended too heavily on standardized tests
developed and distributed by Educational Testing Service of Princeton, NI,
according to a report released in Washington by Ralph Nader and associate
Allan Nairn. The tests fail to predict students' true potential, exclude too
many members of minority groups, and perpetuate “a class system in the gquise
of merit,” the 550-page report concludes. °
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Esther Herst

The authos serves as Coordinator of
the Washington, D.C. office of the Na-
tional Committee Againsl Repressive
Legislation (NCARL).

Criminal Code Reform Bill
Threatens Civil Liberties

Must Balance
Law Enforcement,
Democratic Rights

major civil liberties issue of this

A decade is nearing a final resolu-
tion. The issue is the reform

and the recodification of our federal
criminal laws, embodied in two bills:
5.1722 in the Senate and an as-yet-
unnumbered counterpart in the House.
The challenge facing Congress is to
pass a criminal law reform bill that, on
« P one hand, fills the legitimate needs
_®1 law enforcement, and, on the other

q,' hand, safeguards the fundamental

constitutional rights of ali Americans.
While these two bills represent im-
provements over previous drafts of
similar legislation, neither of them suc-
cessfully balances thuse two interests.
They do not reform our criminal justice
system so as to result in a meaningful
decrease in our crime problem, nor do
they protect democratic rights of free
assembly, press, association, and due
process.

The process of criminal code reform
began with a Presidential Commission
which studied the issue from 1966
through 1970. The Commission’s re-
port evolved during the Nixon admin-
istration into a controversial bill, 5.7,
introduced in 1975. It'would have rein-
stituted a federal death penalty,
created an “official secrets act” and
placed far-reaching limits on the rights
of people to dissent and organize
against government policies.

5. 1 met with widespread pubiic op-
position and was stopped in 1976. In
1977, a revision of 5. 1 was introduced
as 5. 1437, this time sponsored by
Sens. Edward M. Kennedy and John
McClellan. Some of 5.1's most egre-
gious features had been modified,
though most remained. Still, after only
5 days of hearings and 8 days of de-
bate, the Senate passed S. 1437 on Jan.
30, 1978.
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“ Immediately thereafter, the House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Criminal
Justice began studying S. 1437, hearing
more than 100 witnesses. After careful
review, the Subcommittee unani-
mously rejected S. 1437 because of its
threats to First Amendment rights and
its massive increase in the reach of fed-
eral criminal laws, which could result
in an increase in the federal grison
population of up to 92%.

Additionally, the House Subcommit-
tee unanimously agreed that criminal
law reform should not be attempted
through passage of one massive bill.

™ Rather, such reforgns should be made

on an issue-by-issile basis, as those re-
forms are needed, to ensure proper
and judicious consideration of each
change and te eliminate ““trade-affs” of
constitutional rights in order to retain
majority support for such a large and
complex bill, Such trade-offs were
common during the Senate debate on
5. 1437, when the bill was made even
more damaging to constitutional rights
in an effort to gain more conservative
Republican support. The Subcommit-
tee believed that this illustrated how
difficult it is to protect such com-
prehensive or “omnibus’ legislation.

New Bill Limits Rights

In the 96th Congress, the new House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Criminal
Justice is drafting a new omnibus bili.
At the same time, Sen. Kennedy rein-
troduced S, 1437 with additional mod-
ifications, this time numbered S. 1722.
The bill was approved by the Senate
Judiciary Committee after it had been
amended to include several new an-
tilibertarian provisions in December,
1979 and it will be debated by the Sen-
ate in January, 1980.

Like its predecessors, S. 1 and S.
1437, 8. 1722 seriously limits the rights
of people to engage in protest ac-
tivities. Demonstrations could become
criminal acts under Impairing Military
Effectiveness, Obstructing Military Re-
cruitment or Induction, Obstructing a
Government Function by Physical In-

terference, Obstructing a Proceeding
by Disorderly Conduct, Demonstrating
to Influence a Judicial Proceeding,
Leading a Riot, or Engaging in a Riot.
Rallies against nuclear power or in
favor of utilities reform could become
criminal under the statute against Ag-
gravated Property Destruction, which
covers not only the destruction of
property {such as breaking down a
fence) but also the planning of the
demonstration (Conspiracy}, the en-
couragement to people to attend (So-
licitation). and the initial steps towards
making the demonstration accur (At-
tempt).

S. 1722 also threatens the free flow
of information to the public. Journalists
could be charged with Hindering Law
Enforcement or Failing to Testify or
Produce Information if they refuse to
reveal confidential sources, Disclosing
secret informatian that may embarrass
the government could become criminal
through the statutes against Espion-
age, Disclosing Classified or National
Defense Information. and Obstructing
a Government Function by Fraud. A
braad obscenity statute further limits
freedom of press; whistleblowers, as
well as thase who print infarmation
obtained from leaks, could be accused
of Revealing Private Information Sub-
mitted for a Government Purpose and
Tampering with a Government Record.

No Decrease in Crime Rate

As to sentencing, S. 1722 would se-
verely cut back on time-off for good
behavior. It would abolish parole. It
would create a U.S. Sentencing Com-
missian to write sentencing guidelines
for judges. These guidelines would be
based on defendants’ past histary, in-
cluding education, vacational training,
community ties, employment, etc. This
may mean that the guidelines will
show the same bias that now occurs
against paor, undereducated, and
minority persons, and an favor of
white-collar or corporate offenders. By
increasing the number and reach of
federal criminal laws, eliminating
parale, and limiting good-time, $. 1722
wili result in a significant increase in
the already overflowing federal prison
papulation. The U.S. incarcerates at a
higher rate than any other western in-
dustrialized nation. S. 1722 would con-
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Crime Rate {from page 4)

tinue and aggravate that trend, with no
discernible decrease in the crime rate.
S. 1722 would also give judges broad
discretion ta deny bail and order pre-
ventive detention before conviction.
This violates a fundamental tenet of
our legal system: that a person is inno-
cent until proven guilty.

The bill pending in the House Judici-
ary Subcommittee on Criminal Justice
is not completed vet. It is clear, how-
ever, that many of the same dangers in
S. 1722 will be part of the House bill
The House bill climinates good-time,
for instance, and phases out parole. K
does not encourage alternatives o in-
carceration, preferring the present sys-
tem. It, too, would place limits on the
rights to demonstrate. The crime of Ex-
tortion has been rewritten so that it can
be used to criminalize labor union or-
ganizing or strike activities.

While the House bill at this time in®

not as dangerous to the Constitution as -~

S. 1722, it likely will become so. As it
moves through the legislative process.
efforts to make trade-offs, with
amendments to add preventive deten-
tion, a death penalty (already pending
in the Senate in the form of S. 114, a
bili 10 be debated as soon as 5. 1722 is
completed), anti-demonstration provi-
sions, and more severe penalties will
occur. In the Conference Committee
that must resolve the differences be-
tween the House and Senate bills,
many of the threals in S. 1722 will be
added to the House bill as part of the
compromise necessary to produce a
final bill.

It is clear that both bills must be
stopped if our civil liberties are to be
protected. The damage that they could
do to our constitutional rights could far
exceed the worst excesses of the
McCarthy era and could result in
*“1984” coming early, coming, in fact,
by the end of 1980.
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Quoting —

James L. Young
Racky Mountain Bapiist

eligious News Service reports
R that within the past year, three

new organizations devoted 1a
conservative “'Christian politics”™ have
set up shop.

One is the Pasadena-Calif. -based
Christian Voice, which was founded in
January and claims more than 100,000
members from 30 denominations.

It claims also to have the support of
1,500 members of the clergy.

It has a 1979 budget of $1 million
from individual dunations, garnered
primarily from evangelical dircet mail
individual gifis, with the budget di-
rected primarily toward media penctra-
tion,

Another group, Meral Majority, was
formed in June from the inspiration of
tetevision preacher Jerry Falwell of
Lynchburg, Va., and is pushing for a
conservative Christian coalition.

Falwell opposed the Equal Rights
Amendment and parimutuel gambling,
in his home state of Virginia and was a
key to the defeat of buth issues.

He is opposed also to abortion, per-
nagraphy and “militant” homosexual-
ity. In 1976, he opposed evangelist
fimmy Carter’s candidacy for Presi-
dent,

Still another conservative group is
the New Right, which claims that
“nearly 100 million Americans’™ are po-
tential supporters of a ““pro-family,
Bible-believing coalition.”

The group’s magazine, Conservative
Digest, notes there are SO million
born-again Protestants. 30 millien
morally conservative Catholics, 3 mil-
lion Mormens and 2 million Orthodox
Jews.”

Such groups have an appeal to con-
servative Christians searching for a
unified front along evangelical lines.

But politics in this country is still
fragmented, even among conservative
Christians—like Southern Baptists
who were prelty well divided over the
election that saw Gerald Ford and Car-
ter both representing Christian back-
grounds and opposing political parties.

Therefore, certainly not all evangeli-
cals, conservatives or whichever label
you prefer, if any, will line up with
such groups, particularly among
Southern Baptists.

There are certain issues with which
we and other Southern Baptists would

generally find ourselves in agreement
with such groups, like abortion, and
homosexuality, on separation of
church and state, against pornography
and gambling, vpposing child abuse,
and other issues,

Yel, we would likely not stand with
them un others. The same holds true
for each of us un some stands taken by
national and regional bodies of South-
crn Baplists. This very truth of life
among Southern Baptists is the one
thing that makues it difficult for us as a
denomination to provide a united front
on 15sUCS.

We (editorially speaking) are op-
posed to political blocs defined along
specific religious lines and are gener-
ally wary of specifically, religiously
oriented political campaigns, even
though there are certain issues on
which the vast majority of Southern
Baptists will find themselves in agree-
ment.

However, to say that someone is a
heretic less than, or even not, a Chris-
tian because they happen o disagree
with us on ERA, abortion, or some
other such issue, is not fair and a
judgment we do not have the right to
make. The same applies to determining
which political candidates o vole for.

Such groups as we have discussed
apparently have the right to exist, but
they should not pretend to speak, nor
do we automatically assume they will,
for all evangelical, conservative Chris-
tians.

An cxample of the large inlerest in
religious political blocs is the cam-
paigning for and attempts to indis-
criminately elect “born again” candi-
dates to office.

It doesn’t necesarily follow or prove
out that a "“born again”’ official or
legislator will necessary do the best
job, or will even make the best candi-
date while running for office.

Certainly, Christians should run for
office and some should be elected,
based on their qualifications for office,
but not simply because they are “born
again” and running for office.

Of course, conservative Christians
would prefer to see persons qualified
for office, who know Jesus Christ as
Savior, elected to office. That's a bias
we would admit and for which we
would make no apology.
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John W. Baker

VIEWS OF THE WALL

The First Amendment built "a wall of
separation between Church and State.”
Thamas Jefferson in a letter to the an-
bury Baptist Association

... the fine of separation, far from
being a ‘wall’, is a blusred, indistinct, and
variable barrier.’” Chief |ustice Burger,
Lemon v. Kurizman.

he argument that laws which

I limit the availability of abortions

violate the religion clauses of the

First Amendment was held invalid by a

federal district court even though that

court did hold a Nebraska abortion law

to be unconstitutional for other rea-
sons.

Nebraska passed a law which re-
quired that a woman, before she could
obtain an abortion, had to be advised
of all “reasonable possible medical and
mental consequences’” of aburtion,
pregnancy, and childbirth as well as
the alternatives to abortion and the
abortion procedures to be used. Hav-
ing been so informed, the woman had
to give her consent in writing and then
wait for 48 hours before the abortion
could be performed,

Among the arguments raised in
challenging the constitutionality of the
law was that it violated the establish-

om clause and the free exercise
fiAuse of the First Amendment. The

«ghaliengers argued that the law failed
the tests of establishment of religion: it
had a religious purpose, it had the
primary effect of advancing religious
belief, and it excessively entangled
government with religion.

To support the claim of a religious
purpose the plaintiffs argued that the
law was partially motivated by the be-
lief that human life begins at the mo-
ment of conception. Because there is
no scientific way of determining when
the fetus becomes “human,” plaintiffs
argued that the purpose of the bill was
to write into law a value judgment
which was essentially religious. The
court rejected this argument. The
legislature gave as its legislative pur-
pose the protection of.maternal health
—a purely secular purpose. The court
said that the “true™ legislative intent
was too speculative on the facts of this
case to compel it to disregard an
cxplicit legislative purpose,

The court also rejected the argument
that the effect of the legislation is to

advance religion. The requirement that.

a woman receive information and then
delay an abortion does not, the court
said, advance or inhibit religion. The
court could not find any sign of en-
tanglement problems either.

The free exercise argument was re-
jected because the plaintiffs presented
o evidence to indicate that a woman'’s
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% An Ohio State

obtaining of an abortion without the
regulation contained in the statute
would constitute a fundamental tenet
of any religion.

However, the court held that the due
process standard that protects a preg-
nant woman's privacy rights protects
her right to choase whether to termi-
nate a pregnancy without unduly bur-
densome interference by government.
In adhering to the Supreme Court’s
holdings on abortions, the court held
the law was unconstitutional in that
the interest of the state in protecting
the fetus was not sufficiently compel-
ling to justify the burdens which the
law put on the woman’s right to pri-
vacy. Womens Services v. Thane, F.
Supp. .. . (D. Neb. 1979).

niversity student
organization which¥distributes Tuday's
Student, a national student newspaper
preseniing Christian ideas, was
granted a preliminary injunction pre-
venting the University and its officials
from enforcing regulations which lim-
ited the distribution of newpapers
other than the University’s student
newspaper to locations in only cight of
approxtmately 100 campus buildings.
The University student newspaper,
The Lantern, was distributed at 145
points around the campus.

The injunction did not prevent the
University from making carefully
drawn regulations which would pro-
tect the rights of students and faculty
to move freely across the campus. Sofid
Rack Foundation v. Ohio State University,

- F. Supp. . (5.D. Ohic 1979).

The Federal District Court for the
Western District of Missouri has held
that it would be a violation of the es-
tablishment clause of the First
Amendment for the University of Mis-
souri at Kansas City to permit a reli-
gious group to conduct religious serv-
ices in university buildings. Students
claimed-fhat their rights to free exercise
of religion were denied by the Univer-
sity’s prohibition of such services, The
court, in batancing the claimed rights,
upheld the University’s actions. Chess
v. Widmar, F.Supp. — (1979).

After the issue of the snail darter had
been resolved, it appeared that the
way was c¢lear for the Tennessee Valley
Authority to complete the building of
the Tellico Dam on the Tennessee
River. However, construction was de-
layed by a suit brought by Cherokee
Indians who claimed that the reservair
created by the dam would fivod one of
their sacred sites and would, thereby,
deprive them of access. They sought
injunctive relief. The Federal District
Court for the Eastern District of Ten-
nessee held that the plaintiffs failed to
state a cause of action under the First,
Fifth, or Ninth Amendments and that
the denial of access ta government
owned land considered sacred and
necessary to their religious beliefs did
not infringe free exercise of religion
rights. Sequoyah v. Tennessee Valley
Authority, . F.Supp. {1979).

The Federal District Court for Rhode
Island held that a Rhode [sland statute
permitting deductions from gross in-
come for amounts paid by parents and
guardians far their dependents’ tui-
tion, textbooks, and transportation
violdted the establishment clause of the
First Amendment. The court said that
the primary effect of the tuition deduc-
tion was the advancement of religion
and that the deductions for secular
textbooks and other instructional mate-
rials could not be policed without ex-
cessive government entanglement with
religion. Rhode Island Federation of
Teachers v. Norberg, . F.Supp.
(1979).

A New York court has enjained the
medical examiner from performing an
autopsy of an elderly woman who was
struck and killed by an aptomobile
while she was crossing the street be-
cause there was no criminal activity or
suspicion of foul play and because the
woman was 2 member of the Orthodox
Hebrew faith—a tenet of which pro-
hibits dissection of the human body
after death. Atkins v. Medical Examiners
of Westchester County, 418 N.Y.S.24d 839
(1979).
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Sabbatarian Upheld
In High Court Test

By Stan L. Hastey

WASHINGTON—A divided U.S.
Supreme Court announced here it will
not hear a First Amendment challenge
to a provision of California’s Constitu-
tion forbidding employment discrimi-
nation on the basis of religion.

The Ducor Union School District had
asked the high court to decide if the
nondiscrimination provision of the
state constitution amounted to an es-
tablishment of religion in violation of
the federal Constitution’s ban.

Three high court justices, William ).
Brennan, Jr., Harry A. Blackmun, and
John Paul Stevens, indicated they had
voted to schedule the case for oral ar-
gument. But four justices must agree to
hear a case before it can be scheduled.

The California case involves a long
struggie by public school teacher
Thomas E. Byars to fosce the school
district to provide him with non-paid
leave to observe certain holidays of his
religion, the Worldwide Church of
God.

The controversial sect, headed by
Herbert W. Armstrong, requires wor-
ship on Saturdays and designates at

least 13 days during the calendar year
as religious holidays to be vbserved by
practicing church members.

Byars, who converted to the
Worldwide Church in 1971, began to
request leaves of absence ta abserve
the holidays. For the next twa school
years, the school district permitted him
two days off for the observances.

When he began taking unauthorized
leave for some of the other days, how-
ever, the school district stiffened and
began procedures to dismiss him.

The school board’s reasoning was
that allowing Byars the ten days off
would violate the First Amendment's
ban vn an establishment of religion.

Byars has countered throughout his
long legal effort that the schaol dis-
trict’s denial deprives him of his Fiest
Amendment guarantee of free exercise
of religion.

Although lower California courts
had ruled against him, the California
Supreme Court last May held that
Byars’ rights had been violated and
that the provision against religious dis-
crimination in the Califarnia constitu-
tion does not contravene the First
Amendment.

In written bricfs filed with the na-
tion’s high court, the school district ar-
gued that under the California Su-
preme Court ruling Byars has been

“relieved of contractual and statutory
obligations . . . to perform teaching
duties by claiming this religious
exemption.”

The effect of the ruling, the argu-
ment continued, “is to require a gov-
ernmental entity . . . to give preference
te a particular, identifiable religion . . .
which seeks and receives unprecedented
prerogatives to practice its religion,”

The schaal district canctuded that
because the United States is a “pluralistic
and largely secularized society . . . itis
more important than ever to maintain
the wall of separation between church
and state.”’

Byars, likewise invoking the First
Amendment, argued that if the school
district had its way, school boards
across the country would be au-
tharized to fire all teachers of minority
religions, thereby attaining “an unlim-
ited right to practice rank religious dis-
crimination.”

“Perhaps even more ominausly,””
the argument concluded, “all school
districts in the United States wauld be
compelled to refuse all religious ab-
sences, and hence the only persons
who would be permitted to teach in the
public schools . . . would be thase wha
do not have any sincere religious be-
liefs.” {BPA)
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News in Brief

Human Rights Abuses
Sad, Continuing
Chronicle

WASHINGTON—The thirty-first
anniversary of the adoption of the
Universal Declaraticn of Human Rights
by the United Nations was observed
here, with President Carter calling
again for ratificativn of the Equal
Rights Amendment and of four pend-
ing international treaties.

On Capitol Hill, meanwhile, U.S.
Senator Henry M. Jacksvn, D-Wash.,,
made an impassioned piea for univer-
sal religious liberty in a speech on the
Senate floor.

Carter’s presidential proclamation
noting adoption of the universal decla-
ration on Dec. 10. 1948 called attention
to the stalled Equal Rights Amend-
ment, which still lacks three state
legislatures’ approval before becoming
the twenty-seventh amendment ta the
Constitution.

Noting that while ""almost every

o Copniry’ has adopted the universal

claration, the President charged that

*"in too much of the world its promise

is mocked.” He cited as examples arbi-
trary arrest and imprisonment, sum-
mary executions and torture, unex-
plained disappearances, and acts of
genocide,

Carter renewed his challenge to the
Senate to ratify the Genocide Conven-
tion, the Covention on the Elimination
of alt Forms of Racial Discrimination,
the Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the Covenant pn Economic, So-
cial and Cultural Rights, and the
American Convention on Human
Rights.

Sen. Jackson's speech made note of
the release last spring of Soviet dissi-
dent Baptist pastor Georgi Vins and his
family but pointed alse te many others
still imprisoned for their religious be-
liefs.

“The bright promise of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights has not
been realized,”” Jackson declared.
“Abuses of human rights form a sad.
continuing chronicle of injustice,
stupidity, and suffering. If the United
States government and its people do
not stand up for human rights, there is
littte prospect that nations whose gov-
ernments are based on the denial of
key rights will make even a minimal ef-
fort to comply with internationally rec-
ognized standards, including the right
to religious freedom.” (BPA}
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IFCO Announces
Anti-Klan Network

NEW YORK—The Interreligious
Foundation for Community Organiza-
tion (IFCO) has announced plans to
develop a network of peaple to counter
the efforts of the Klu Klux Klan.

The idea for the conference grew aut
of a meeting of persons interested in
considering strategies for dealing with
the Klan.

Black and white leaders of church
and community organizations were
called together by Dr. Nepgail Riley,
president of IFCO; Dr. Joseph Lowery,
president of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference; and Dr. Lucius
Walker, executive director of [FCO, to
begin planning for a broad-based coali-
tion effort to educate church and com-
munity leaders to the new threat of the
Klu Klux Klan. They also hope to de-
velop a national netwark of persons
who will move into any city where

g Klan activity surfacps.

“This is a%riti®al time,” said the
leaders. “Not only because of the five
brutal murders in Greensboro, NC, but
also because the Klan is an the increase
natienally, organizing in schaols and
colteges, policy departments, prison
guard systems and in the military—in
the North as well as in the South.”

The statement issued by the group
points to "“the defamation of affirma-
tive action” as the Klan’s “‘new saphis-
ticated artillery’”’ and asks for the ef-
forts of concerned church and commu-
nity jeaders “to respand constructively
by developing a working strategy to
halt Klan activity not only in Missis-
sippi or North Carolina but in Long
Island, Buffalo. Califarnia and Mas-
sachusetts.”

They also called on church leaders to
be "armed with a sound theological
and biblical basis” from which ta ad-
dress the growing threat of Klan activ-
ity. (ABNS)

Senate Bill Targets
Domestic Violence

WASHINGTON—The House of
Representatives passed and sent to the
Senaté a bill designed to curb the
growing problem of physical abuse and
violence within American families.

The measure calls for coordination of
all federal programs that deal with
domestic violence by a new inter-
agency councii composed of represen-

tatives from federal agencies, state and
local government, and members who
have themselves been victims of or
worked with victims of such violence.

During 1975, the committee heard,
one-fourth of all persons murdered in
the United States were killed by a fam-
ily member and half of such victims
were killed by a spouse.

Rep. Paul Simon, D-lll.. a prime
sponsor and floor manager af the bili,
told Baptist Press after its passage that
damestic violence is a larger problem
than he realized before his subcommit-
tee held hearings on the subject.

“Violence is unfortunately very
much a part of the American scene,”
he said.

Simon expressed the hope, none-
theless, that because of this biil, “not
only can viclence be prevented but a
lot of marriages can be saved.” (BPA)

Group Urges Carter
to Halt Executions

WASHINGTON—Amnesty lnterna-
tional {Al), the London-based human
rights organization, has called an
President Carter to set up a presiden-
tial commission to investigate all as-
pects of capital punishment in the
United States,

Al also urged Mr. Carter to oppose,
and, if necessary, ta veta propused
federal legislation on the death pen-
alty.

It said that capitai punishment ““con-
stitutes a serious violation of the mosi
basic internativnally recognized human
rights—the right ta life and the right
not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman,
and degrading punishment.”

Al Secretary General Martin Ennals
made the proposals in Washington
following visits to California, Ohio,
and Georgia as part of an Al mission
on the death penaity.

Calling for a moratorium on execu-
tions in the United States while the
prapased presidential commission did
its wark, Mr. Ennals said, “There can
be no mare serious act of government
than the deliberate extinction of a
human life.” {(RNS)

Baptists Push For
ERISA Amendments

WASHINGTON—The President of
the Annuity Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention pressed Congress
to make changes in a pension reform
bill passed five years ago.
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In testimony before the Senate Sub-
committee on Private Pension Plans
and Employee Fringe Benefits, Daraold
H. Morgan urged that corrective legis-
lation be enacted in order to exempt
denominational agencies and institu-
tions from coverage of the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974
{ERISA).

“By 1983,” Morgan explained, “a
church plan may not include employ-
ves of church agencies, if the church
plan is to maintain its exemption.”

According to Dean R. Wright, execu-
tive director of the Ministers and Mis-
sionaries Benefit Board of the Ameri-
can Baptist Churches, vne of the law's
effects is “thal a minister who maves
from the pastorate ta a position in a
denominational agency such as a hos-
pital, retirement home, etc., would be
prohibited from participating in a
church pension program.

The law, which takes effect Jan. |,
1983, must be amended, according to
Morgan, or pension boards such as the
Annuity Board will be faced with ad-
ministrative expenses of thousands of
dollars yearly. Under the law, the
board would be required to file de-
tailed reports with the Internal Rev-
enue Service.

Of importance to church pension
executives are’ the church-state im-
plications of ERISA as it now stands.

““Excessive entanglement by the
Government in the church’ may be the
result unless ERISA is amended, tes-
tified Gordon E. Smith, an associate of
Wright at the American Baptist agency.

Concern over the effect of the law has
spread 1o virtually every major de-
nomination. Morgan is chairman of the
Church Alliance for Clarificativn of
ERISA, a group comprised of 25 de-
nominational pension agencies. (BPA)

Incarceration an Issue
in Justice Document

NEW YORK—In a policy statement
titled "The Injustice of the Criminal
Justice System” the governing Board of
the National Council of Churches of
Christ reinforced its 1968 policy state-
ment calling for the abolition of the
death penalty,

This new document, which caused
sharp debate over ils theological base
{issue was taken over the interchang-
ing use of “‘justice’” and righteous-
ness”), asks that imprisonment be con-
sidered as the last possible resort for
an offender.

Only where such behavior consti-
tutes a “severe threat to the safety and
survival of individuals or the commu-
nity” should inceration be considered.
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Instead, the report held. criminals
should have social services “through
community-based agencies.”
“Unlawful behavior is nourished by
pervasive cultural violence . . and
flourishes in the sail of alienation and
isolation, fanned by arrogance, dis-
crimination and prejudice.” the repart
confinued. As a consequence, saciety
has a ““particular responsibility to
climinate the crime producing effects
of community life and to seek reforms
in the criminal justice system where it
tends to reinforce sccial injustices.

Hits Deprogramming

The executive director of the Bap- |
tist Joint Committee vn Public Af-
fairs joined two recent victims of
deprogramming in denouncing the
controversial technique.
“All religions are equal before the
law,” Wood declared at a press con-
ference on the issue. The 14th
Amendment guarantee applies to
church groups as well as to indi-
viduals, he said.
{ At the same time, Wood empha-
sized that government has a respon-
sibility to investigate and prosecute
individuals or groups, regardless of
their religious identity, if there is
probable cause that they have com-
mitted crimes. He cited the Jim
Jones Community in Jonestown,
Guyana as one instance in which
government failed to respond even
though there was clear evidence
that Jones had violated a varicty of
federal laws.

Adjudication Urged
in Iran Complaints

PHILADELPHIA —A resolution
asking that the “legitimate claims” of
the lranian government "‘he adjudi-
cated in accordance with international
law” was adopted at a Board of Na-
tional Ministries meeting of the Ameri-
can Baptist Churches in the U.5.A.

The resolution said the Islamic mili-
tants in Iran had some legitimate griev-
ances ‘‘arising out of offenses com-
mitted before the present government
came into power,” a reference to the
history of American support for the
allegedly brutal regime of the depased
Shah. The statement also asked Ameri-
can Baptists to “"act with care and
caimness” to protect the rights of vis-
iting Iranians, pray for a resolution to
the crisis and seek a deeper under-
standing of Islamic concerns in the
Middle East.

The statement, co-spunsured with
the Board of International Ministries,
will be referred to the General Board of
American Baptist Church for consid-
cration as a churchwide resolution in
the 1.3-million-member denomina-
tion. {ABNS)

Stewardship Implicit
in Agri Structures

HUNTSVILLE, AL—The structure ot
American agriculture should be viewed
as a moral issue with far-reaching im-
plications, David R. Currie testified at
a hearing conducted here by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

The hearing was one of a series of 10
across the nation during November
and December led by Secretary of Ag-
riculture Bab Bergland to gather infor-
mation on the ¢conomic and social is-
sues affecting the structure of Ameri-
can agriculture and rural life.

“Agricultural steucture affects the
stewardship of land, food prices,
energy use, rural communities, and ul-
timately food security,” said Currie,
special projects coordinator far the
Christian Life Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention,
Nashville.

Currie urged the Department of Ag-
riculture “'to louk carefully at the cthi-
cal implications of U.S5. agricultural
policy.”” He suggested that the de-
partment "‘structure policies to pre-
serve the family farms as the primary
source of American food production;
examine tax policies, commauodity pro-
grams, export-impart restrictions; and
research programs to sece if they help
or harm gmily farmers.” (BP)

Moderates Asked
to Resist Trends

MINNEAPQLIS—An appeal to reli-
gious and political leaders of modera-
tion to raise their voices in protest of
the prowing “Right-Fundamentalist*
trend has been made by the regianal
director of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews.

In a guest column in the Minneapolis
Star, Paul O. Sand, director of the
Minnesota-Dakota Regiun of the NCC],
said his office has been increasingly
concerned abaut the formation and the
organized efforts of the "‘Christian
Right.”

“This Right-Fundamentalist trend —
perhaps caused by the high degree of
economic wnd social insecurity—
assumes that only secutar conservatism
espouses the true philosophy of Christ
and the Holy Scriptures. (RNS)
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James E. Wood, Jr.

A frequeni conatributor 1o professional
journals and periodicals, Dr. Wood is
execulive divector of the Baptisi Joint
Committee.

Religion and Education:
A Continuing Dilemma

uestions concerning the use of
public funds for nonpublic
schools and the role of religion
in public schools have been critical is-
sues in U.S. church-state relations.
During the past thirty years no other
church-state issues have provoked as
much litigation. Approximately three
decades ago. within the period of a
year, the U.S. Supreme Court handed
down two landmark church-state deci-
sions; one respecting public funds and
nonpublic schools, Everson v. Board of
Education (1947); and the other, religion
in the public schools, McCollum v.
Baggl of Education (1948). The issues
ddressed by the Courl in these deci-
ons are indissolubly and inevitably
linked in American church-state rela-
tions. In large measure, in the years
which have followed, religion and
education have constituted the primary
basis upon which the Establishment
Clause of the First Amendment has
been adjudicated.

Religion and education form a con-
tinuing dilemma in American church-
state relations. On the one hand, the
role of religion in public schools has
been adjudicated on the basis that
public schools are necessarily subject
to public control and public policy by
virtue of the fact that they are tax sup-
ported and, therefore, must be gov-
erned by the Establishment Clause of
the First Amendment even if a given
program of religion is maintained on a
“voluntary’” basis. On the other hand,
the use of public funds for religious
schools has been repeatedly ruled as
violative of the Establishment Clause
since the use of such funds constitutes
aid to religion and results in the en-
tanglement of the ipstitutions of
church and state in a program of edu-
cation. That the Court’s most far-
reaching decisions on church and state
should have to do with the public

Excerpted from the Annals of The
American Academy of Political and So-
cial Sciences. © Used with permission.
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schools has been noted as both histori-
cally appropriate and judicially signifi-
cant.

THE RISE OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL

The American public school is as his-
torically unique as the American tradi-
tion of church and state. Together they
represent two distinct contributions of
the United States tu the world.
Founded as a secular state, the United
States was the first nation in history
constitutionally to prohibit the estab-

%shmcnl of religion and to guarantee

e free exercise of rfligion. While this
view of church and state has been fre-
gquently referred to as the greatest
single concept America has contributed
to civilization, the public schoul has
been called by many the supreme
achievement of American democracy.

“The origin of public education in
the United States not merely antedates
separation of Church and State,” as
Leo Pleffer perceptively abserved, “to
a considerable extent, il owes its very
existence o the fact that it antedated
separation.’’ For the fact is that in edu-
cation, as in church-state relations, the
European pattern prevailed in colonial
America. Here the first schools were
avoewedly religious, not secular.
America’s first education laws, enacted
in Massachusetts in 1642 and 1647,
explicitly acknowledged that common
schools were to be organized to teach
children “to read and understand the
principles of religion and the capital
laws of this country” and to frustrate
the designs of “ye ould deluder, Salan,
to keepe men from the knowledge of
ye Scriptures.” Connecticut in 1650
similarly expressed the religious pur-
pose of education. Not only New Eng-
land colonies but also Southern col-
onies emfphasized the central role of
religion in education. As lale as 1766,
for example, the constitution of North
Carolina affirmed “the great necessity
of having a proper school of learning
established whereby the rising genera-
tion may be brought up and instructed

in the principles of the Christian reli-
gion.”

As the pattern of the state church
gave way to disestablishment and
pluralism in the New World, so the
free, secular public school gradually
emerged and in time supplanted the
sectarian school which dominated
during the colonial era and the early
decades of the new Republic. With the
growth of experimental science, inter-
national trade, and religious diversity
of the pupulation, the religious charac-
ter of America’s schools was increas-
ingly a source of conflict and con-
sequently resulled in an increased de-
mand for secular subjects without
ecclesiastical or sectarian control.

Developments in the Commonwealth
of Virginia in the latter part of the
cighteenth cenilury marked a turning
point in the course of America—both
in church-state relations and in the
emergence of a non-sectarian public
school system. Under the leadership of
Thomas Jefferson, Virginia disestab-
lished the Anglican Church and laid
the foundation for church-state separa-
tion. Having disestablished the Angli-
can Church in 1779, the stale legisla-
ture in 1786 passed a ‘“Statute of Reli-
gious Liberty” which declared “thal to
compel a man w furnish contributions
of money for the propagation of opin-
ions which he disbelieves, is sinfull
and tyrannical; that even forcing him
to support this or that teacher of his
own religious persuasion, is depriving
him of (his] liberty.”

It was Jefferson also who first con-
ceived of public schools, free and tax-
supported, as the basis of an informed,
democratic citizenry. According to Jef-
ferson, these public schools were not
necessarily to replace private schools,
but to provide free education for all. In
his Report of the Revisors of Virginia,
1770, Jefferson proposed that at each of
the public schools “’shall be taught
reading, writing, and common arith-
metic, and the books which’shall be
used therein for instructing the chil-
dren to read shall be such as will at the
same time make them acquainted with
Graecian, Roman, English, and Ameri-
can history. At these schools all the
children, male and female . . . shall be
entitled to receive tuition gratis.” In
1817 Jefferson specifically advocated
that free common schools be non-
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sectarian, in advocating that “no reli-
gious reading, instruction or exercise,
shall be prescribed or practiced incon-
sistent with the tenets of any religious
sect or denomination.” Jefferson’s vp-
position to state support of religion in
edurcation extended even to the College
of William and Mary and the Univer-
sity of Virginia, because he thought it
proper "to leave every sect to provide,
as they think fittest, the means of fur-
ther instruction in their own peculiar
tenets.”

By the 1830s Jefferson’s cancept of
non-sectarian public schools began to
take root in one state after another.
Horace Mann exerted particular influ-
ence on the state legislatures to pass
laws prohibiting al) sectarian practices,
including the use of sectarian text-
books, in tax supported schools. [t is
interesting to note that Mann’s first
speech after his election to the Mas-
sachusetts Assembly was on religious
liberty. Mann contended for the frev
public school, tax supposted and with-
out sectarian control, on the principle
of religious liberty and the separation
of church and state. In his Final Report
to the Massachusetts State Board aof
Education in 1848, he wrote, “1f a man
is taxed to support a school where reli-
gious doctrines are inculcated which he
believes 1o be false, and which he be-
lieves that God condemns, then he is
excluded from the school by divine
Jaw, at the same time that he is com-
pelled to support it by the human law,
This is a double wrong.”

Meanwhile, sectarian influences and
teachings in the public schools com-
pelled some, especially Catholics, to
emphasize parochial schools to escape
sectarian teachings in conflict with
their own. Bible readings and prayer
recitations were in most instances a
Protestant-sponsored practice, more
easily maintained by Protestants in
view of their numerical superiority
over other religious groups, specifically
Catholics and Jews.

During the first halt of the nine-
teenth century, bitter conflict resulted
over rival claims of Baptists, Meth-
odists, Presbyterians, and Catholics,
among others, for tax support of edu-
cational and welfare institutions. Pub-
lic support of some, while denying or
terminating support to others, served
to sharpen the issue of the great diffi-
culty, if not impossibility, of support-
ing sectarian institutions in a secular
state. Protestants vigorously objected
to tax support of Catholic institutions,
and Catholics were strongly opposed
to the broadly Protestant influences on
the tax-supported public school.
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[n the 1880s and 18405 waves of im-
migrants, particularly from southern,
eastern, and southeastern Europe,
greatly increased the multifaith charac-
ter of American society by bringing ta
the nation increasingly large numbers
of Roman Catholics, Eastern Qrthados,
and Jews. These immigrant groups, as
they integrated inta American life, un-
derstandably challenged any form of
Protestant establishment, especially
when manifested in public schaols,
There was now less and less of a reli-
gious consensus to give support to
either religious instruction or religious
exercises in the public schowl. Thus the
states led the way in the separation of
church and state in the public school
and the denial of public funds to para-
chial schools.

In 1818, Connecticut, the first state
specifically to outlaw the use of public
funds for church schools, set the pat-
tern for the constitutions of the states.
By the 1870s most state copstitutions
expressly prohibited the use of public
funds for church schools. Finally, in
every state without exception it became
unlawful to grant tax-raised funds for
their support. With the exception of
Massachusetts, no statutory authoriza-
tion for Bible reading in the public
school appeared until 1913, when
Pennsylvania passed the first law re-
quiring Bible reading in the public
schools, "“Few verdicts of history,””
Murray A. Gorden has declared, “are
clearer than the purposeful determina-
tion of the states to bar the church
from public schools and the church
schools from public funds.” With the
new high watermark of the separation
of church and state reached in the
waning years of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the distinctly secular character of
the public schools was substantially
strengthened.

RELIGION AND PUBLIC
EDUCATION

“The {First] Amendment’s purpose
was not to strike merely at the official
establishment of a single . . . religion
. ... It was to creale a complete and
permanent separation of the spheres of
religious activity and civil authority by
comprehensively forbidding every
form of public aid or support for reli-
gion, the Court held.”

Also, once again the Court affirmed
that the decision outlawing religious
exercises in the public school is not a
manifestation of a hostility to religion,
nor does it mean establishing a “reli-
gion of secularism.” Neither the study
of the Bible nor the study of religion,
when made the object of academic in-

“An ald teakettle or pat, a mat, a
rolled-up blanket—evidence that a
Cambaodian refugee family has
staked claim to this picce of ground.
Then the blanket meves, a bony arm
comes up and an ¢maciated head
vmerges. That “roll” is a person.”

Thousands of Cambodian men,
women and children are clustered in
makeshift refugee camps along the
Thailand border. Many are tao sick
ur tou weak to go on. They live in
improvised lean-to's, made from
whatever they can find—twigs, a
picce of plastic, a blanket.”

—Martha Aranyaprathet, Thailand

REGISTER
CITIZEN
OPINION

Register Citizen Opinion, a 32-page
publicativn made available by the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, provides a wealth of infor-
mation to assist you on haw best to
communicate your concerns and
views and lists the appropriate
clected representatives in the na-
tion’s capital. [t also contains mem-
bers of the President’s Cabinet, and
the Supreme Court.

Exercising a bit of stewardship,
we have made the few changes that
have accurred in the 96th Congress
and Cabinet and offer this edition at
a reduced price: 25¢ each, ten far
$2.00, 100 for $15.00.

Order at these prices only from
the Baptist joint Committee on Pub-
lic Affairs, 200 Maryland Avenue,
NE, Washington, D.C. 20002

quiry and “presented objectively,” is
necessarily in conflict with this deci-
sion or the First Amendment. Rather,
devotional Bible reading and prayer re-
citation “‘are religious exercises, re-
quired by the States in violation of the
command of the First Amendment that
the Government maintain strict neu-
traility, neither aiding nor apposing
religion.”
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

For Unregistered Churches

KESTON, England —The current
religious revival in the Soviet Union
has nothing to do with the weak Mos-
cow Patriarchate, according the Father
Gleb Yakunin, himself a Priest of the
Russian Orthodox Church.

Yakunin in a new document argued
that in order to counter strangulation
of the Orthodox Church by the Soviet
state, unregistered churches and se-
cretly ordained priests and bishops
should be encouraged. He looks to the
unregistered Protestant and Catholic
communities as an example.

Of especial concern to Yakunin, who
has been a victim of state persecution
and expelled from his Moscow parish,
is the fate of believers who live in areas
where there are no open churches,
Siberia and the Soviet Far East in pamg,
ticular.

* o7 Yakunin says he is not suggesting
+— the creation of a “catacomb” church

nor of a rival to the Moscow Patriar-
chate, but believes vnregistered com-
munities would take some of the pres-
sure off the Moscow Patriarchate and
facilitate the preaching of the Gospel
(KNS}

Ministry Opens to Women

KESTON, England—Episkepsia, the
bi-monthly information bulletin of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Or-
thodox Center, Geneva, reports that
the Russian Orthodox Church has
taken women into its ministry. Since
the beginning of September, 25
women, whose ages range from 18 to
32, have been attending courses at the
Leningrad School of Music. The course
lasts three years and at the end the
students will receive the diploma of
choir master. The Moscow Patriarchate
is paying their stipends. (KNS)

Refugee Medical Plan

VALLEY FORGE, PA.—A plan to
send teams of doctors and nurses into
Kampuchea to minister to the mul-
titudes of starving and medically-
deprived refugees has been reported
by the Board of International Ministries
of the American Baptist Churches in
the USA.
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Announcement was made of the
program costing in the neighborhood
of one-half million dollars in response
to the urgency of the situation involv-
ing thousands of dislocated Cambo-
dians, many of them flecing into Thai-
land.

American Baptists, who support a
mission endeavor in Thailand, noled
that in addition to the new program
general relief efforls and a massive
feeding program wilt continue.

In a letter to Rosalyn Carter, the
ABC's Hugh W, Smith acknowledged
the helpfulness of a recent White
House briefing. The President’s wife
was brought face to face with the ox-
tremities of human need in her visit to
the area. (ABNS)

Peace Centre in Lidice

PRAGUE, Czgchoslovakia—The six
congregations of the Evangelical
Church in Breman have set for them-
selves the task of working for the es-
tablishment of a Reconciliation Centre
in Lidice, the Czechoslovak village that
had been levelled to the ground by
Nazis during World War 1.

An assembly was held in the frame-
work of the *“Week of Reconciliation”
on the occasion of the 40th anniversary
of the war; it was organized by a group
known as the “Disarmament Initiative
of the Church Communities in Bre-
men."”

The group has begun work as con-
gregations for disarmament on the
basis of the peace message of Jesus
Christ. With the support of UNESCO,
they will operate on broad principles
and serve predominantly for the pur-
poses of education for peace and dis-
armament. (CFK)

Religious Groups Banned

VALLEY FORGE, PA—World atten-
tion has been diverted from South Af-
rica by other global crises where a
seemingly minor event went largely
unnoticed. It's implications are serious.
The” Transkei, first of South Africa’s
black tribal “homelands’ proclaimed
independent, banned 34 organizations,
many of them church related, last
Nov. 2.

Among them are the South African
Council of Churches, the World Coun-

cil of Churches, the Student Christian
Movement, and the Young Christian
Workers.

The Transkei has so far failed to re-
ceive recognition as a separale nation
from the world community, and re-
mains under the tight control of the
South African government. Thus the
action taken there is regarded as en-
dangering institutions and organiza-
tions active in South Africa itself.

Bishop Desmond Tutu, the out-
spoken, highly popular executive sec-
retary of the SACC, pleaded, “Don't
make it a crime to be a Christian in the
Transkei,”” but to no avail.

Financial assistance for development
and other service programs organized
by the churches and groups has all but
stopped, forcing the Transkei Council
of Churches to cease functioning until
the banning order is lifted by the gov-
ernment,

The entirely black homeland pepula-
tion suffers i;igh unemployment and
discrimination. Many individual needs
have been cared for by these groups
that are now banned.

On behalf of American Baptist
Churches, Dr. Chester ]. Jump Jr.,
executive director of International
Ministries, has written to the prime
minister of the Union of South Africa
and the Republic of Transkei, as well
as to the South African ambassador to
the United States and the United Na-
tions, protesting the banning order.
(ABNS)

Human Rights Violated

ROME, ltaly—The Rev. Edward
Schillebeeckx, one of Europe’s leading
theologians, emerged from a contro-
versial interrogation at the Vatican,
saying that the church was not con-
ducting a heresy trial against him
while criticizing the method of investi-
gation as one which viplated human
rights.

He singled out for special criticism
the fact that an accused theologian
“has no say in, or knowledge of, the
investigation, until it is well-
advanced.” He voiced his concern that
one of his four questioners was able to
make a public statement in a Vatican
Radio interview virtually accusing him
of holding positions verging on heresy
before the examination was underway.

Report (rom the Capilal
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Pope Asked to Intercede

VATICAN CITY-—Religious activists
from the Soviet Union and Czechoslo-
vakia appealed to their fellow Slav, the
Polish-born Pope john Paul I, in two
separate moves to press for religious
freedom in their countries.

After a weekly general audience, the
Pope spoke briefly with Antolij Kras-
nov, a 64-year-old religious exponent
protesting the arrests in the USSR of
three members of a recently founded
spiritual movement. Speaking in Rus-
sian, Krasnov asked the pope to inter-
vene on behalf of the “philosophical-
religious seminarians,” a group which
he says is “orthodox, tending W ecu-
menical unity with Rome.”

Earlicr, the pope received a petition
signed by 350 Czechoslovakian Cath-
olics denouncing what they termed the
“persecution of believers” in their na-
tion.

As opposed to Poland, “in Czecho-
slovakia little is known about the pres-
ent life of the church. of modern
catechesis and of pastoral theology.”
the petition read. "‘The little which
censorship allows us to publish is done
only to give the impression that we are
a church without future.” {RNS}

BCC Opposes Nuclear
Arsenal

LONDON ENGLAND—The British
Council of Churches (BCC) has called
on Britain to rid itself of its nuclear ar-
senal, but has urged the country to re-
main in the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATQO).

Discussing the “"Future of the British
Nuclear Deterrent’ at its recent assem-
bly here, the BCC passed a resolution
which read:

“The assembly believes the non-
replacement by the United Kingdom of
its present nuclear strategic deterrent
(the Polaris missile system) would
strengthen moves for a nuclear non-
proli(%ralion and urges Her Majesty’s
government to make a decision to this
effect.”

The Polaris system is due to become
obsolete and be withdrawn in the
mid-1990’s. While urging that it not be
replaced, the Council said that Britain
should continue to be a member of
NATO as a non-nuclear member,
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The Council also invited other gov-
ernments to take “comparable con-
fidence-building measures of restraint
or renunciation”” and encouraged
Christians actively to promote such
steps. {RNS)

Apartheid Foes Jailed

JOHANNESBURG, S. Africa—Two
whites have been imprisoned and a
third charged with violating banning
regulations as a protest against the
South African government’s policy of
isolating critics of the apartheid racial
segregation syslem.

Jacqueline Bosman and {lona Klein-
schmidt began four-and three-month
prison sentences for refusing to answer
a magistrate’s questions about a visit ty
a Winnie Mandela, a banned friend
and stalwart foe of apartheid. Mrs,
Mandela, the wife of jailed political
leader Nelson Mandvela, s banned and
may not receive visitors.

The Rev. David Russell, a banned
Anglican priest was charged with vio-
lating the banning requirement that he
return to his house vach night by six
o'clock. The offense carries a three-
year maximum sentence.

The banning order is meant ta keep
critics of the govérnment from normal
social intercourse that might influence
others. Banned persons are not al-
lowed to speak to more than one per-
son at a time and cannot attend a
“‘gathering.” {RNS)

‘Ghetto Status’ Church Lot

BERLIN, Germany—Protestant
churches in East Germany are “trying
too hard to integrate Marxism,” says a
pelitical refugee who recently spent 19
months in an East Germany prison.

In an interview with IDEA, the press
service of the Evangelical Alliance,
Niko Hubner declared that Marxism
and Christianity are “totaily irreconcil-
able,”” and that in socialisl countries,
the church will always have a “ghetto
status” imposed on it.

Mr. Hubner, 23, was sentenced to
five years’ imprisenment in 1978 for re-
fusing to serve in the East Germany
army. He was recently released under
an amnesty given to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the German Democratic
Republic. (RNS)

S. Korea Frees Capflives

SEOUL, South Korea—The acting
South Korcan president has ordered
the release of some 200 political pris-
oners including Christian activists who
were arrested under a repressive 1975
decree forbidding criticism of the gov-
ernment,

Christian lcaders in Korea including
the Archbishop of Seoul and the gen-
eral secretary of the Korean National
Council of Churches have long called
for the repeal of the 1975 Emergency
Measure 9 and other repressive de-
crees, and appealed for the release of
political prisoners.

Members of the Karcan Student
Christian Federation, the Homoan
Rights Commission of the National
Council of Churches of Korea and the
Korean Church’s Urban Industries
Mission have been among those ar-
rested for human rights involvement.

Amung the prisoners held under the
emergency decree and expected 1o be
released is President Park’s chief critic,
Kim Dae Jung, who is under house ar-
rest. 1t isn’t known whether some 60
people held under an anti-Communist
law will be released. Other prisoners
held under milder national security
laws and expected to be released in-
clude Muon Doang Whan, a pastor. He
was arrested for allegedly instigating a
strike of women workers in a textile
plant. (RNS)

WCC Organizes Conclave

MOMBASA, Kenya—An interna-
tional gathering of Christians here has
proposed that a joint Christian-Muslim
commission be established to act as a
mediating body ““in situations of griev-
ance between Muslims and Chris-
tians.”

The World Council of Churches
meeting, which brought together 100
Protestant and Orthodox leaders from
40 countries, also called for the estab-
lishment of “co-citizenship” principles
under which Christians and Muslims
could livé¥In countries as cquals with-
out using such yardsticks as “major-
ity or “minority” to determine their
status. (RNS)
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Pacifists Lose in Bid to Avoid Taxes for Military

WASHINGTON--As millions of citi-
zens received their income tax forms
for 1979, the U.5. Supreme Court de-
clined to review lower courl decisions
denying pacifist citizens the option of
refusing to pay that portion of their
taxes which goes to the Pentagon.

Unanimously and without comment,
the justices let stand rulings by the
U.5. Tax Court and the Fourth Court of
Appeals denying such tax relief to
three pacifists, Howard L. and Barbara
B. Lull and Peter W. Herby.

The three refused to pay that portion
of their 1974 and 1975 income taxes
which they estimated would go for
military expenditures. After an audil
by Internal Revenue Service personnel,
they were ordered to pay taxes plus
penalties. On appeal, the U.S. Tax
Court ruled for the government. That
ruling was upheld by the court of
appeals.

The Lulls and Herby, without iden-
tifying their denominationa! affiliation,

By Stan L. Hastey

with much suffering and struggle,”
they stated.

“In spitle of this,” attorneys for the
pacifists continued, “the Christian
conscience, at least in a3 remnant of that
community, has held true to the belief
that the all-pervading teaching of Jesus
to love God and one another in the
way He loved us mandates that a
Christian cannot kill another person
for any reason.”

That beliel, the argument continued,
“includes the refusal to pay for killing
in the form of taxes for war” for some
Chnristians.

Besides their argument from reli-
gious grounds, the three also con-
tended that the Ninth Amendment to
the Constitution, which states that the
enumeration of “certain rights” does
not exclude other rights “retained by
the people,” protected them from the
obligation tv pay the taxes in question.

They also cited what they called an

’

poor and hungry,” and "waste” as
valid reasons for refusing to pay taxes
for military purposes.

A properly filed Form 1040 carrics
the odor of blood,” they concluded.

Writing for the government, solicitor
general Wade H. McCree, Jr. argued
that neither the First Amendment
guarantee of freedom of religion nor
the Ninth Amendment cover the
pacifists” claims.

Freedom ol religion, he said, does
not absolve even pacifists “from their
obligations to comply with otherwise
valid legistation of general applicability
because they disagree on religious
grounds with government policy.”

McCree argued further that the taxes
in question “arc neutral and apply to
all taxpayers without regard to their
religious beliefs.”

On the Ninth Amendment guestion,
McCree likewise dispuled the pacifists’

argued in a written brief that they are “wimminent “doomsday” of nuctear war
Chyistian pacifists. *‘The history of by the mid-1988s, the ‘demunic
*w(fiinstian conscientious objection and  character of the SALT agreement,” the

contention, saying that the amendment
“provides no basis for contesting the
exercise of powers expressly granted to

«-Tivil disobedience has been coupled

“Pentagon playground.” "robbing the

Congress by the Constitution.”

Reflections (from p. 15)

tion has a moral responsibility to say that we do not con-
done or defend any such acts which were carried out by the
Shah or the previous government of Iran. The separation of
the United States from any policy of human rights violations
on the part of any government, no matter who the ally may
be in international relations, can only add credibility to
America‘’s commitment te human rights at home and
abroad.

The revolution now taking place in Iran has an impor-
tance of its own far beyond U.S.-Iranian relations. The re-
lease of the fifty U.S. hostages will not remove, let alone
resolve, the profound impact of the revolution on the pres-
ent and future course of Iran in the Middle East and within
the family of nations. The repeated outbreaks of violence
between the various Ayatollahs of Iran may raise serious
questions with regard to the political force of Islam as a
basis of national unity, but Islamic disunity does underscore
the complexity and gravity of the revolution which is taking
place. The winds of change in iran show increasing evi-
dence of a nation dominated by anarchy and division, with
disparate groups demanding revolutionary changes=md res-
titution for the ills perpetrated by the autocratic rule of a
dynasty which had long ago lost all touch with the people.

Nationalism is a third component in the Iranian crisis, and
one closely intermingled with the resurgence of Islam and
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the revolution itself. Both the resurgence of lslam and the
revolt of the people against the Western “reforms” of the
Shah are efforts to stem the tides of change and Westerniza-
tion which have been sweeping Iran for more than three
decades. For many lranians, inciuding the national leader
Khomeini, these foreign influences are viewed as having the
effect of denationalizing the people and their traditions.
Quite aside from the intense hatred of the people for the
Shah and the previous government, there is a xenophobia in
the revolt of the people. As one Iranian recently explained
to a New York Times correspondent, “Third world countries
must regain their own cultures as the first way of fighting
imperialism.”

The sentiment of anti-Americanism, almost daily made
manifest through the mass media, provides an important
emolional basis for Iran’s new wave of nationalism. The
crusade for the new nationalism is perceived as a war Iran
must wage not only against economic exploitation, but also
against any form of cultural hegemony, which is primarity
identified with Westernization. Already, however, this ris-
ing tide of nationalism is being challenged fromywithin the
nation by major ethnic minorities, such as the Kurds, who
seek the fulfillment of their own national aspirations.

The day after Christmas, Khomeini advised his followers,
“‘We are at war, a political and economic war. It is possible
that a military war will also come along.” It is this spectre
that makes the crisis in Iran so ominous and threatening to
the entire region of the Middle East, which is of critical im-
portladnce to both super powers as well as to the rest of the
world.
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Religion, Revolution, and
Nationalism

he Traman crisis, which constitutes one of the most

serious developments in international relations since

World War I, has been precipitated by three powerful
forces: religion, revolution, and nationalism—each of which
exists in combination with the other two. American preoc-
cupation with the fifty hostages in Iran must not obscure the
dynamic drives behind the present Iranian confrontation
with the United States against which each of these forces is,
at least in part, directed. The seriousness of this volatile
situation for international relations can hardly be over-
stated.

The Communist presence in the Jrarian revolution, in-
cluding Communist support (for obviously cynical reasuns)
of the Islamic constitution recently adopted by lran, adds
substantially to the gravity of the present crisis not only for
the Middle East but also for world peace. Escalation of the
Iranian situation runs the risk of a broader U.S_-Islamic con-
frontation at a time when such a polarization could have
dire consequences for U.S. interests as well as geopalitical
balance of power and world order.

|

Religion is the most obvious, and possibly the most pow-
erful, single rallying force in the chain of ¢vents which have
occurred in lran during the past year. lran is a dramatic
example of the catalytic role that religion can play in the life
of a nation. While the Shi‘ite sect which dominates Iran is in
many respects far fraom representative of Islam (fewer than
ten per cent of the Muslims in the world are Shi‘ite), the
religion of Islam is the basis of the nation’s renewed self-
identity—its constitution, its laws, and its ultimate political
authortty. The fact is that the Iranian crisis cannot be sepa-
rated from the dynamic role being played by religion in the
life of the nation, no matter how heteradox the lranian
brand of Islam under the Ayatollah Khomeini may appear to
the larger Muslim community or to non-Muslims outside of
Iran.

The part being played by Islam in Iran is a familiar one in
the history of religions, in which a given faith is made the
basis of cultural identity and nationality. As the great mol-
der and purveyor of civilization, religion has traditionally
been inextricably intertwined with nationhcod. The greater
the integration of religion and the state, the greater the ten-
dency to sanctify the nation state and ultimate political au-
thority, thereby sowing the seeds for the deification of the
nation state. With the fusion of religion and the state, the
religious community and the political community are virtu-
ally indistinguishable, and, as in much of Asia and the Mid-
dle East, the concept of “church and state’ becomes almost
incomprehensible.

Among the religions of the world, Islam is the supreme
expression of the blending of religion and the state, so much
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su that the secular state is viewed as being irreconcilable
with traditional Islam and the secularist is viewed as being,
the archenemy. There is in traditional slamic thought no
differentiation o be made between church, state, and com-
munity. Shariah, the religious law, is the law of suciety and
the state, 1o which all courts are bound. Thus, the goal oi
the Ayatollah Khomeini for Iran is not a state church, but
rather a church staie, in which the asual distinctions be-
tween religious and civil institutions and laws are non-
existent. All authority is to be ultimately rooted in Islam. As
a result, Iran’s I[slamic constitution provides the re-
ligiopolitical structure whereby political tradition and au-
thority are fused with religious tradition ond authority.

While many would prefer to argue that Islam is being
made’ta serve political purposes in Iran—a pattern all tou
familiar in the history of religions generally including
Christianity —Islam is nonctheless enjuying a resurgence in
lran as it has for several decades throughout much of the
Islamic world and beyond.

Revolution completely engulfs the nation of Jran today.
Closely related to the resurgence of Islam, the revolution is
deeply rooted in years of cumulative hatred for the absolute
rule of Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi for his puolitical
crimes against the lranian people, already well documented,
and for being responsible for the incursion of foreign im-
peralism which threatened the foundation of Tranian culture
and nationhood. Already the revolution has been marked by
virtually uncontrollable outrages of the people against dec-
ades of injustices and foreign influence. For many Iranians,
Islam is seen as the enemy of both. Islam constitules the
counterforce required ta restore justice and the soul of the
natien to lran. Perhaps, it should not be overlovked that the
scizure of the U.S. Embassy in Teheran occurred just at the
beginning of the holy month of Muharram for the obsery-
ance of the deaths centuries ago of Al-Hasan and Al-
Husain, the two founders of the Shi‘ite sect.

From its beginning, the revolution in Iran has bordered on
anarchy, but throughout has been unified by the intense
hatred of the people for a ruler whose obsession with self-
interests long ago alicnated him from the people he ruled.
The bitter denunciations unleashed against the government
of the United States for its years of economic and military
alliance with the Shah, now viewed as the number one
enemy of the nation and the people, should come as no sur-
prise to the American people. This is not to justify the take
over of the U.S. Embassy, an act which should be viewed as
deplorable and intolerable by all nations. However, no mat-
ter how adverse Americans may feel with regard to the rev-
olution with its accompanying conflicts with American
self-interests, some vmpathy should be felt and expressed
by this nation for the injustices and sutferings which have
been endured by the [ranian peog)le. Economic and military
interests cannot justify this natio's ignoring gross patterns
of human rights violations and systematic acts of cruelty
perpetrated by the Shah against the Iranian people. This na-

(Continued p. 14}
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Somebody’s Calling
My Name

Black Sacred Music and Social
Change

By Wyatt Tee Walker,
208 pp. Valley Forge, Pa.:
Judson Press, $10.00

he present moment in Black
I church life is one of severe
crisis. The high-speed events
of the last fifteen years in social change
(much of it church sponsored and/or
chiurch led) have raised measurably the
expectations of the Black and oppres-
sed community. As the backlash sets in
as a response to the identifiable gains
made in recent years, the combination
of events has placed an awesome chal-
lenge on the doorstep of the Black
» Chprch which it is hard pressed to an-
er. The virtue of having been the
*dominant influence in the life of the
oppressed community has seemingly
been distorted into cardinal sin. Many
strident voices, outside and inside the
church are asking, “What have you
done for me lately?” Pointing to the
record of yesteryear is insufficient to
slough the persistent criticism leveled
at the Black Church. It is undeniably
true that the humanity of Black people
could never have survived without
their Africanized Christianity. The rec-
ord speaks for itself. Nontheless,
james Russell Lowell said in poetic
verse, “Time makes ancient good un-
couth.”

It'’s a new age so far as the expec-
tancy of the oppressed community is
concerned, and it looks, properly so, to
that institution which has been the
chief IiberatinE influence in its history.
There are about fourteen million
peopie of African descent in the vari-
ous denominations across the United
States, and the onus is upon the Black
Church to Five an account of its impact
on Black life commensurate with its re-
sources and the age in which it pur-
ports to serve. The very survival of the
Black community can be directly at-
tributed to the role that the Black
Church has played in the lives of the
people it served, but this can be no ex-
cuse to rest on its laurels of past per-
formance.

{Used by permission of Judson Press}
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How shall the Black Church pro-
ceed? It is an oversimplification to say
that the Black Church must serve this
dilemma-ridden generation just as the
“invisible church” served its genera-
tion. The enemy is the same; only his
methods have changed. What can the
Black Church do? It can remain as the
citadel of hope and faith to a people
too long oppressed, and in this genera-
tion it can try to create a model that
delivers twentieth-century answers to
twentieth-century problems. The in-
junction of the Galilean Prince is time-
less and timely: '“Feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, heal the sick, give
shelter to the homeless, bind up the
wounds of the brokenhearted, set at
liberty the captives, and preach the
good news to the poor.” {See Matthew
25:35-38; Luke 4:18.)

~ The Black Church cannot do it all,
Yut it can begis! Mifch of the criticism
against the present-day Black Church
is unwarranted, but some of it has
legitmate grounds. The energy of the
Black Church is too precious to be
spent making defenses; it must address
itself to correcting and strengthening
the areas of its responsibility which are
under legitimate attack. There is no
way, generally or specifically, that the
Black Church can function in the real
world of the American nightmare
without the instruments of the strug-
gle: a Theology grounded in liberation, a
contemporary sense of historical context, a
God-ordained sense of destiny in this land,
and the determination to endure. Each of
the above could require an inquiry in
the context of the Black experience in
America, TheK are listed here as ingre-
dients which are contained in the
music of the Black religious tradition. It
is a very short step to conclude that
maximizing the potential of the Black
Church enterprise can be facilitated
best through the use of its primary cul-
ture vehicle—Black sacred music!

[t is obvious, then, that the first step
for any congregation that is genuinely
interested in a ministry of social
change is to preserve the integrity of
the Bla¢k sacred music tradition. That
is to szy, churches peopled by the op-
pressed community must be diligent in
resisting the temptation to “improve”
so much that the musical idiom which
helped them to survive is lost or di-
luted beyond recognition.”’
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Christianity and the
World Order

8y Edward Norman, 105 pp.
{Paper). New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press. f 1.50 net in UK.

These 1978 Reith Lectures, which
have generated considerable discus-
sion, express Norman’s views on
Christian social and political responsi-
bility and criticize the modern church
for interpreting religious values as
political values. That occurs in the
process of politicization, {'a symptom
of its decay as an authentic religion”) in
which Christianity no longer defines
the areas of public debate but follows
the definitions of others. The church,
he finds, is thoroughly permeated by
the moral and political idealism of the
secular culture—its a theme he drives
home over and again. In the area of
human rights, for example, it takes di-
rection more from Western Liberalism
that from its own tradition. Noerman
cautions against “identifying the ulti-
mate purposes of God with the shifting
values of contemporary saciety.” At
the centre of the Christian, religion
stands the unchanging Christ in a
world of perpetual social change, and
the danger is to identify him with the
“passing enthusiasms” of men. Nor-
man contends for “the separation of
individual Christian action from the
corporate witness of the Church”;
Christianity is “primarily concerned
with the relationship of the soul to
eternity.”
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