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A Comment

We Baptists take seriously the meaning of breaking
bread together, a community building event, com-
munion. So it was fitting that James and Alma Wood
be recognized at a dinner celebration, one which ex-
pressed the gratitude of the Baptist Joint Committee.
The many tributes of that occasion were essentially a
message of “‘thank you" for eight years of unstinting
commitment to the task in Washington. Yet, there
was little doubt that the commitment to promote the
cause of religious liberty and human rights will con-
tinue wherever the Woods serve.

WOOD HONORED AT BJCPA DINNER—Executive direc-
tor James E. Wood, Jr., (1) is presented an autographed
portrait of President Carter and Vice President Mondale
by White House liaison for religious affairs, Robert Mad-
dox. Tributes to Wood were made by Maddox for the
governmental community; Jack E. Corbett, of the United
Methodist Church’s department of church-government
relations, for the Washinglon interfaith community; Por-
ter W. Routh, retired chief executive of the Sbuthern
Baptist Convention’s executive committee, for the Baptist
Joint Committee; and John W. Baker, BJCPA research di-
rector, for the stalf. The special dinner came during the
March semiannual meeting of the BJCPA in Washington.
Wood leaves the agency May 31 to return to Baylor Uni-
versity to become director of the J.M. Dawson Studies in
Church and State. {Mrs. Alma Wood looks on.}
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WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS T —

RELIGIOUS GROUPS REPRESENTING more than 80 million Americans, including 27 million
Baptists, asked the U.S. Supreme Court here to review a case considered by ex-
perts as one of the key church-state controversies in recent memory.

A jointly filed friend-of-the-court-brief declares that "the heart of the First
Amendment would be mortally wounded” if California is allowed to proceed in its
demand that Herbert W. Armstrong's Worldwide Church of God be forced to turn
over to the state attorney general all church records, inc¢luding financial
statements.

According to the brief, the basic issue in the case is whether California Attor-
ney General George Deukmejian violated the First Amendment's religion guarantees
by placing the 87-year-old Armstrong's church under state receivership more

than a year ago.

The brief asserts that the rights "of every religious body and every American"
are threatened by Deukmejian's action. If the California official's "claimed
power to supervise religious institutions" is upheld, "the traditional reli-
gious freedoms" will be violated and the path will be cleared for the adoption
of "state established standards of religious observation and practice."

BAPTIST CONCERNS FOR the admission and resettlement of refugees in the United
States were served as the House of Representatives cleared the Refugee Act of

1980 for President Carter's signature.

The measure (S. 643), which initially passed in the Senate and House last year,
triples the number of refugees which can be admitted annually, broadens the def-
inition of persons gualifying as refugees, and provides a more uniform basis for
the provision of assistance to refugees.

Gene V. Tunnell, consultant for the Southern Baptist Convention's Home Mission
Board, considers the new definition of persons qualifying as refugees even more
important than raising the annual limit of refugees entering the U.S. to 50,000.

The act defines refugees as persons who cannot live in their own countries be-
cause of “persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution on the account of
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or politi-

cal opinion.™

This brings the definition of what constitutes a refugee in line with the defi-
nition used by the United Nations,” Tunnell said.

The act authorizes $200 million annually for fiscal years 1980-82 foxr refugee
services including English language training, employment and social services
training, and health, social and educational services. s
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Jitsuo Morikawa

Dr. Morikawa, senior minister of The
First Baptist Church, Ann Arbor,
Michigan, for 17 years led American
8aptist Churches in Evangetism. The
Church as Evangelizing Community
derives from and embodies his
theological and pastoral concerns.

... our Lord’s way of defusing, and
relativizing and neutralizing the supreme
value money had commanded. . .”’

Demythologizing
Economic Competition

hile public attention is on
Iran and Afghanistan, some
of us are worried about the

increasing tension between U.S.A, and
Japan over economic rivalry. We re-
member what happened on December

7, 1941. My friend, Soichi Saito, NOW

deceased, Secretary General of the
»JPan YMCA, a Baptist layman,
_draveling one day in Manchuria with
™ "Foreign Secretary Matsuoka, heard
him express a sense of desperation
over the economic survival of japan,
walled in by severe sanctions by the
U.S.A. Whatever precipitated Pearl
Harbor, economic wars often served as
prelude to shooting wars. The threat to
economic welfare possesses the power
of ultimate threat. Qur President has
made a stern warning that “any at-
tempt by any outside force to gain con-
trol of the Persian Gulf will be re-
garded as an assault on the vital inter-
ests of the United States. It will be re-
pelled by use of any means necessary,
including military power.”

The motor industry has been the
soul and pride of American industry.
*But in recent years U.S. firms have
been showing signs of fear and threat
from foreign competition, so that their
former confidence of matching any
form of competition by their ability to
outthink and ocutwork their compet-
itors and producing a superior prod-
uct, is diminishing. In fact, the strident
note of Mr. Fraser of the UAW,
threatening protectionist measures,
and confronting the Japanese auto
makers in person, demanding ways in
which the pressure of competition be
reduced, reflects some serious dangers
to relationship between these two
nations.

What exacerbates the situation is the
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threat to American pride. America has
enjoyed the Juxury of preeminent eco-
nomic power through her enormous
natural resources, but especially
through her human resources of indus-
trial capability based on scientific and
technological skill. She has been a
model for the wifrld, the world has
come to her doorsteps to learn from
her amazing competence as the great-
est industrial power the world has ever
seen. But that posture is changing.
And there is beginning to appear such
impertinent voices as Ezra F. Vogel,
Professor of Sociology and Chairman
of the Council on East Asian Studies at
Harvard University, whao has written a
book entitled, ““Japan as No. 1, Lessons
for America”! And the most incredible
affront to U.5. pride | heard recently
was from a University of Michigan
scholar in Far Eastern Affairs, who
claims that U.S, industry in all proba-
bility will turn to Japanese industry for
its model for the future.

To relate from a position of strength
to people of weakness has been the
history of America. She has fulfilled
her role well in a world where the
strong relate to the weak, But now she
faces a world of peers, of competitive
power and this is hard to adjust. The
northern whites who joined the blacks
in their march toward freedom in the
south, were psychically “thrown for a
loss” by the brilliance of the blacks and
their unquestioned assurance of vic-
tory. And the nation which acted with
incredible generosity aiding Japan to
rise from her ashes of defeat, is now
faced with how she relates to the same
nation in a state of strength and
power. The story of the Good Samari-
tan is always a moving one, for “as he
journeyed, came ta where he was; and
when he saw him he had compassion,

and went to him and bound up his
wounds . . . .” There was na question
about his nability and compassion re-
lating ta this man in his helplessness.
But how did he relate to him in his re-
covered strength and health?

What creates concern js the over-
weaning power ecanomic rivalry holds
over the sauls of people, the excessive
valuation placed on econemic welfare,
so that a nation affecting American
employment, business and profits, be-
cames target of public animus and
abuse. Perhaps the very difficult pas-
sage addressed to the rich young ruler
by our Lord, ""Sell all you have and
distribute ta the poor,”” was our Lord’s
way of defusing, and relativizing and
neutralizing the supreme value money
had commanded in the minds of
people. Money needs to be de-
mythologized from its seductive ap-
pearance of ultimate good, to become
what it really is, a means to be used for
the exchange of human goaod.

We recall, the churches did little
back in the 1920’s ta arrest the passage
of the Immigration Bill of 1924, which
excluded immigration of Asians in-
cluding Japanese nationals, thus strik-
ing a blow at ethnic dignity, the shame
and affront searing Japanese pride. The
church, which transcends international
rivalries, committed to one human
community in Jesus Christ, need read
the signs of the times, see passibilities
of peril implicit in these signs, and en-
gage in a ministry of defusing these
tensions. One church in New Jersey,
Emmanuel Baptist Church of Ridge-
wood, becoming acutely conscious of
the growing anxiety and antipathy of
Americans in the steel, auto, textile
and electranic industries jawards their
]afpanese competitors, invited a group
af two dozen top executives repre-
senting American and Japanese busi-
ness, together with the Japanese Am-
bassador, for an evening of airing and
sharing their mutual anxieties and
hopes. At least, to be in conversation,
to be aware of the other’s situatian, ta
liquidate myths and images unrelated
to reality are gaod firststeps.
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Baptist Agency Condemns FBI-CIA Use
Of Clergy Intelligence Operatives

Joint Committee Warns
‘New Right’ Wealthy;
Honors Ex. Director

A Baptist group here representing
eight national denominatianal
bodies condemned the past FB] and
CIA practice of using clergy and mis-
sionaries in intelligence gathering op-
erations and asked for legislation to
forbid their use in the future.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Affairs, meeting in semiannual ses-
sion, adepted the position statement
unanimously and agreed to share it
with denominationat leaders and mis-
sion boards of the cooperating bodies.

Text of Statement on Page 16

Its staff was also instructed to com-
municate the resolution to President
Carter, the FBI and ClA, and begin
working for passage of a law by Con-
gress which would declare clergy and
missioraries off-limits to U.S. intelli-
gence agencies.

In other actions, the Baptist Joint
Committee instructed the Washington
staff to monitor the so-called “new
right” and its ties with prominent reli-
gious personalities, honored resigned
executive director James E. Wood, Jr.,
and elected Porter W. Routh as interim
executive director.

In asking its staff to inform member
bodies an the “new right” and its reli-
gious connections, the committee
heard a warning from American Baptist
representative Wesley Forsline, pastor
of Calvary Baptist Church, Min-
neapolis, Minn. that “what is new
about the ‘new right’” is the move-
ment’s vast wealth accumulated
through appeals of television
evangelists such as Jerry Falwell, Pat
Robertson, and others, and its “slick”
direct-mail operations.

Wood, who will be leaving his posi-
tion as chief executive of the Baptist
Joint Committee at the end of May to
return to the faculty of Baylor Univer-
sity, Waco, Tex., was honored at a
farewell dinner prior to the final ses-
sion,

Wood, has directed the Baptist Joint
Committee since 1972; he was pre-
sented a cash gift and a plague for his
“distinguished” service. The commit-
tee also unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion commending Wood for his tenure
of service.

Report from the Capital

Final Report . . .
io the Board

Representatives of the governmental
community, the Washington interfaith
community, the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee, and its staff paid tribute to Wood.
Participating in the recognition cere-
mony were Robert Maddox of the
White House staff, John W. Baker of
the Baptist Joint Committee staff, Jack
E. Corbett of the United Methodist
Church’s department of church-
goverment relations, and Porter W.
Routh, representing the Baptist Joint
Committee.

Wood is returning ta Baylar as direc-
tor of the ).M. Dawson Studies in
Church and State and Simon Bunn
Professor of Church State Studies. The
57-year-old Baptist leader taught at
Baylor from 1955-72. He wiil reassume
editorship of the Jowrnal of Church and
State, which he founded and first
edited in 1959 when he became the first
director of the Dawson Studies.

Routh, who retired last year as
executive secretary-treasurer of the
Southern Baptist Convention executive
committee and served 27 years as a
member of the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee, was the unanimous chaice to fill
the interim position.

[t is anticipated that Routh will jain
the staff one or two weeks before
Wood leaves and will serve until a new
executive director is named.

The statement on FBI and CIA use of
clergy and missionaries came just days

BAPTIST CONGRESSIONAL BREAK-
FAST —Rep. Jack E. Hightower (D,
Tex.) addresses a hreakfast gather-
ing of Baptisi congressional leaders
and members of the Baptist joini
Commitiee during the March
meeting of the BJC. Mare than 40
persans altended the fellowship
meal at which the 11 congressmen
attending were introduced and in-
vited to speak.

after some Carter administration offi-
cials indicated they are not opposed to
such a practice. Jt declares that “the use
of clergy, missionaries, and church
workers for intetligence gathering in
behalf of the national state im-
mediately compromises and renders
ineffective the primary role of religious
workers to be carers for the human-
itarian and spirtual needs of the con-
stituents they serve.”

In addition, the resolution says that
Christian workers are primarily
'agents of Jesus Christ” who “must
not be treated or cast in the appearance
of being political agents of any gov-
ernment,”’

White House religious liaison Robert
Maddox, who particiapted in a ques-
tion and answer session with commit-
tee members, pramised that he would
communicate the group’s concern over
the intelligence gathering issue to
President Carter.

In other actions, the committee set a
working theme on government intru-
sion into religious affairs for its 1981
religious libefty conference and hosted
a fellowship breakfast for Baptist
members of Congress.

—Stan Hastey and Larry Cheaser
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John W. Baker

VIEWS OF THE WALL

The First Amendment budt a wafll of
separation between Church and State.”
Thomas jetferson in a lgiter 10 the Dan-
bury Baptist Association

“. .. the line of separation. far fram
being a 'wall’, is a blurred, indisunct, and
variable barrier.”” Chiel Justice Burger,
temon v. Kurizman,

a- North Dakota statute requiring
every public school district
and every public institution of
higher education to display in a con-
spicuous place in every classroom a
placard containing the Ten Com-
mandments has been declared uncon-
stitutional by a U.S. District Court.

The state contended that the Ten
Commandments, although biblical in
origin, form the basis of our legal sys-
tem and, as such, have become secular
rather than religious, Particularly the
fourth through the tenth command-
ments express moral precepts which
have become societal mores which, in
turn, have become a part of our laws.

However, if the schools comply with
the statute they have to include the
first three commandments. The court
held that those three commandments
are clearly sectarian and their display

,‘?Id violate the establishment clause
ghless it could be shown that the

" placard served a secular purpose.

In attempting to show that secular
purpose, the state relied on Anderson
v, Salt Leke City Corporation, 475 F .2d
29 (CA 10 1973), cert. denied, 414 U.S.
879 (1973), in which it was held that a
monolith, erected on a courthouse
grounds, containing the Ten Com-
mandments and other religious and
nonreligious symbols was not uncon-
stitutional. In Anderson the court rea-
soned that the monolith was nothing
more than a depiction of an historically
important monument with both secular
and sectarian effects.

In the instant case the court distin-
guished Anderson by saying that the
ruling had been that the monolith was
primarily secular, not that the Ten
Commandments were primarily secu-
lar. The placard required by the North
Dakota law is clearly a sectarian docu-
ment, and the state is not allowed to
use religious means to serve secular
ends where secular means would suf-
fice. Ring. v. Grand Forks Public Schoo!
District No. 1, F.Supp. ..
(D.N.D. 1980).

Yet another dual enrollment scheme
has been held to have the primary ef-
fect of advancing religion and to foster
an excessive government entanglement
with religion. It has failed to meet two

of the three tests enunciated in Lemon
v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S. 602 (1971), and,
therefore, is contrary to the establish-
ment clause of the First Amendment.

A Catholic school system in Michi-
gan decided to close its 600-student
high school.

To prevent overcrowding the public
school system agreed to lease a portion
of the parochial high school for use as
public school classrooms. Religious
objects were removed from the leased
area and signs were posted designating
that area as a public school. The
Catholic high school continued to teach
some courses and il was possible and
not unusual for a student to graduate
from high school by taking only those
courses offered at the Catholic high
school and the public school annex in

\the same building. Although the public

school annex was @Reoretically open to
all public school students, driver’s
education classes were the only ones
attended by students not primarily en-
rolied in the parochial school.

The scheme advanced religion in that
it made it possible for the school to
stay open and for its students to re-
ceive a high school education com-
pletely within the walls of the paro-
chial school. It involved excessive en-
tanglement in that public authorities
had to monitor not only the activities
in the annex but alse those of the
Catholic school. Antericans United v.
Porter, ____ F.Supp. —_ (W.D. Mich.
1980).

Has the Social Security number in
the United States become Revelation’s
“mark of the beast” by which the Anti-
christ will control mankind? This was
essentially the claim of a parentiplain-
1iff who objected that his free exercise
of religion was viclated by the re-
yuirement that he obtain a Social Secu-
rity number for his daughter in order
to fully qualify for Aid to Families with
Dependent Children. The plaintiff had
developed an aversion to the use of
numbers during his 13 years in prison,
prior to his conversion to fundamen-
talist Christianity.

A tederal district court in California
disagreed with the plaintiff, finding
that his views, though sincerely held,
were not “rooted in religious belief'

and thus did not possess a religious

dimension under the First Amend-

ment. Catlahmy v. Waonds, F.Supp.
{N.D.Cal. 1979).

An ordinance of the Town of South-
ampton, N.Y. regulating the door-to-
door distribution of literature and the
solicitation of funds without the prior
consent of the occupants has been de-
clared unconstitutional as applied to
members and missionaries of the Un-
ification Church—known to some as
“"Moonies.”

The U.S. District Court held that the
interests of the town in protecting the
privacy of its citizens, reducing litter,
and maintaining property values were
not sufficiently compelling to permit
the denial of First Amendment rights.
Troyer v. Babylon, . F.Supp. .
(E.D.N.Y. 1980).

The so-called ‘‘Pooper Scooper
Law,” part of the New York Public
Health Law, requires that dog owners
clean up their dogs’ waste in any pub-
lic area in cities with a population in
excess of 400,000, The law was chal-
lenged by an orthodox Jew who
claimed that it denied equal protection
and infringed upon his religious beliels
which forbade the picking up of litter
on the Sabbath.

The court held that the state’s inter-
est was compelling enough to permit
the restrictions on religious liberty
under the state’s police powers.
Schnapp v. Lefkowitz, 422 N.Y.S.2d 798
(1979).

A New York court has determined
that an employer did not meet its bur-
den of proving that it could not ac-
commodate the religious practices of
an employment applicant who was a
Seventh Day Adventist. The employer
rejected the application solely on the
basis of the judgment of its off)i’cers and
employees that an accommodation was
not feasible.

The court held that the employer did
not make a good-faith effort to seek
some accommodation. Schweizer Air-
craft Corp. v. State Division of Human
Rights, 397 N.E.2d 1323 (1979).
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AN ANALYSIS

Stan L. Hastey

Helms Bill Preys
on

High Court Ruling

A t the center of the current con-
troversy within the Southern
Baptist Convention over prayer in the
public schools is a proposal by U.S.
Senator Jesse Helms, R-N.C., himself a
Southern Baptist.

Helms has been the strongest advo-
cate in recent years for legislation
which would in effect circumvent the
U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions of
1962 and 1963 that state-sponsored de-
votional exercises in public school
classrooms violate the no establish-
ment of religion clause of the First
Amendment.

Helms’ efforts have taken two forms.
On the one hand, he has in years past
sponsored an amendment to the CPon-
stitution declaring that the government
may not forbid “voluntary” prayer in
schools or other public buildings.

In order for the Constitution to be
amended, however, two-thirds of both
houses of Congress and three-quarters
of the state legislatures must approve.
Only 26 times in the history of the Re-
public have amendments been incorpo-
rated into the Constitution. And the
first ten of those were actually adopted
in 1791 as the Bill of Rights.

Because his efforts to amend the
Constitution have proved fruitless,
Helms has turned in recenl years to a
device provided for in Article [ll of the
Constitution allowing Congress to de-
clare exceptions to the scope of the Su-
preme Court’s jurisdiction over cases it
may review. It is this provision of Arti-
cle Tl that Helms has invoked in seek-
ing to remove from Supreme Court
jurisdiction the matter of “voluntary”
prayer in schools and other public
buildings.

The practical effect of Helms’ action,
were it to be adopted by Congress,
would be to leave the writing of school
prayer laws to state legislatures, laws
which would then be reviewable only
in state, not federal courts. Helms be-
lieves that passage of his legislation
would effectivegr bypass the 14th
Amendment’s provision that rights
guaranteed under federal law cannot
be denied by the states.

Reporl from (he Capital

So far in the present Congress,
Helms has met with mixed success.
Last April 5 the Senate adopled his
proposal as an amendment to the bill
which called for the establishment of a
separate cabinet-level Department of
Education.

Bul in a deft parliamentary mancu-
ver, Senate majority leader Robert C.
Byrd, D-W.Va., managed to convince a
sufficient number of his colleagues that
the Helms language might well doom
the Department of Education bill and
that it should be transferred instead to
a lesser bill dealing with the Supreme
Court itself, a measure also pending at
the time.

That bill, with the Helms proposal
riding along, then passed the Senate
but has since languished in the House
Judiciary Committee, where Rep. Peter
W. Rodino, Jr., D-N.)., who chairs the
panel, has indicated it will be allowed
to die.

As a last resort, Helms and some of
his House colleagues have resorted to
yet another parliamentary device, the
discharge petition, in hopes of freeing
the bill for House action. A discharge
petition move, if successful, forces a
bill out of committee and directly onto
the floor for an up-or-down vote. Be-
fore that can happen, however, the
petition must be signed by 218, or
one-half plus one, of the members.

According to reliable projections, the
chances for the discharge petition
forcing Helms’ proposal onto the
House floor during this session are
slim.

The controversy with the Southern
Baptist Convention over the Helms
proposal erupted recently when SBC
president Adrian Rogers was an-
nounced as a prime supporter of the
new Coalition for the First Amend-
ment, a group which has pledged to
support Helms in his ongoing battle
over prayer in public schools.

On two occasions, in 1964 and 1971,
the SBC adopted resolutions suppor-
tive of the Supreme Court position that
government may not constitutionally
sponsor prayer in the schools.

In addition, other Baptist bodies be-
linging to the Baptist Joint Committee
have also passed numerous resolutions
and policy statements supportive of
the high court rulings.

Court Into Debate
On Deregulation

WASHINGTON—The Supreme
Court will decide if the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC} may
decline to review radio licensees’ pro-
gram content when broadcast licenses
are renewed or transferred.

By taking on a cluster of cases for re-
view later this term, the high court is
getting into the thick of a debate over
the scope of regulatory responsibility
of the powerful FCC, whose main task
is to issue licenses to radio and televi-
sion stations.

The FCC's position, outlined in pa-
pers filed with the court, is that the
Communications Act of 1934 under
which the agency operates gives it the
discretion to allow marketplace forces
to determine the contenl of radio sta-
tions rather than impose its own
standards.

David Saylor, deputy general coun-
sel for FCC, told BPA in an interview
that in the agency’s view, *‘the mar-
ketplace is a lot better mechanism . . .
than any FCC commissioner or staff
member’” in making such decisions.

Such a posture is consistent with the
proposed deregulation of radio an-
nounced by the FCC jast fall. Public
comment is now being received by the
agency on that proposal and will be ac-
cepted until March 25. Another 90
days, until june 25, will allow time for
organizations and individuals to react
in writing 10 any of the public com-
ments received by the March 25 dead-
line.

Asked whether the high court’s
eventual decision in the cases would
help determine the outcome of the de-
regulation proposal, Saylor said that
the FCC’s objective will be “to pre-
serve our flexibility in determining
what is in the public interest.”

Although most broadecasters, in-
cluding many religious broadcasters,
approve the deregulation proposal,
groups such as the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commisston, the United
Church of Christ, and the U.S.
Catholic Conference have voiced op-
position on grounds that industry can-
not be trusted to structure program
content in the public interest.

While no date has been set for oral
arguments in the high court test, the
justices are expected to render a deci-
sion before the current term ends in
June. (BPA)
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News in Brief

‘Criticize from Within’
Says Bioethics Specialist

DES PLAINES, ILL —A Lutheran
specialist in biomedical ethics says the
church should *‘stand with modern
technological civilization . . . and make
its criticisms from within.”

The “maze of machinery” by a hos-
pital bedside can be accepted as neces-
sary progress, rather then condemned
as an expression of depersonalization
or routinization of medical care,” said
the Rev. Franklin Sherman, Dean of
the Lutheran School of Theology in
Chicago.

*’In many biomedical situations,
there is no one clearly correct or
problem-free answer,”” the Lutheran
theologian told a consultation on

biomedical ethics here. He cautioncds

against *‘canon lawyers looking over
a( shoulders’’ of medical and scien-
LJlic decision-makers with “manuals in
“which all the answers can be looked
up.”’
On the other hand, he said, “neither
. will we be uncritical of the effects
of such technology nor unaware of the
serious value conflicts . . . involved.”’
(RNS)

Black Baptists Aim

At Social Action

NEW YORK —The Progressive Na-
tional Baptist Convention, a network of
1.600 black churches that broke away
from the traditional conservatism of a
sister denomination nearly two dec-
ades ago, is gearing up to put the so-
cial aclivism of the late Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr., into the mainstream
of btack church power through radical
social change.

The Rev. William A. Jones, Jr..
president of the convention and pastor
of Bethany Baptist Church in Brooklyn,
has calied upen his fellow ministers to
emphasize the bonds that unite them
and to ignore the differences that di-
vide them. Black ministers address at
least 10 million churchgoers every
Sunday, according to church statisti-
cians.

The goal of the Progressives is to re-
claim for the church its historical posi-
tion as the provider of spiritual, bodily
and emotional needs in the black
community.
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CIA Defends
Use of Clergy

MINNEAPOLIS—Stansfield
Turner, director of the Central In-
telligence Agency, says the ClA
should be able to use clergymen,
professors and news roporters as
undercover agents.

“I think it is cynical and disloyal”’
for news reporters to be unwilling to
share information with U.S. intelli-
gence agencies such as the CIA, he
said here.

The Carter Administration will
*very shortly’”’ present a proposed
CIA charter to Congress that will
define the limits to which the
agency can go to gather undercover
information, Mr. Turner said.

The agency W operating under
rules imposed by Prestdent Carter.
Since widespread revelations of ex-
cessive CIA operations were listed
in congressional hearings five years
ago, Congress has been considering
creating a legal charter to define
maore clearly how the agency should
operate.

Church Acts to Challenge
Broadcast Deregulation

NEW YORK—A U.S5. District Court
judge has ordered the Federal Com-
munications Commission to show
cause why he should not compel the
agency to disclose information sought
by a church group in the controversy
over broadcast deregulation.

The Office of Communications of the
United Church of Christ sued the FCC
and its chairman, Charles Ferris to
prevent it from deregulating the radio
industry without making public the
data used to arrive at its decision. The
suit says the commmission withheld
material needed by public interest
groups preparing objections to the de-
regulafion move.

The FCC last September proposed
dropping limits on radio advertising
time as well as requirements that sta-
tions have public affairs programming,
perform periodic surveys to determine
community needs and keep program
logs.

The United Church of Christ agency
and other groups which include Bap-
tists, have argued that these changes
would all but abolish public service
and minority interest programming
which is not nearly as profitable as
popular music and vther general inter-
est programming,. {RNS})

New York’'s Governor
Vetoes His 4th Death
Penalty Bill

ALBANY — A bill to reinstate the
death penalty from some cases of
murder in New York State was vetoed
by Governor Hugh Carey on the
grounds that “we cannot foster re-
spect for human life while giving the
state license to destroy it.”” (RNS)

Aparteid Foe Unmasked;
Spied for So. A. Police

TORONTO—Opponents of South
Africa’s racial policies say they're
shocked and angry following the dis-
closure that a trusted anti-apartheid ac-
tivist was actually a spy for the South
African Security Police.

Officials from the United Church of
Canada, the Angelican Church, Cana-
dian University Students Overseas
(CUSO) and the Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency (CIDA)
fear that the spy, Capt. Craig William-
son, will be the star witness for a new
wave of arrests and trials of both black
and white dissidents.

Mr. Williamson was deputy director
of the International University Ex-
change Fund (JUEF) in Geneva when
his cover was blown recently. He had
access to confidential documents of the
fund, which has specialized in relief
programs and has supplipd money to
support black resistancé to the South
African regime.

According to fund and church
sources, once Mr. Williamson's full
story is told in Pretoria, hundreds of
people could face life imprisonment or
worse because of their involvement
with what the South African govern-
ment regards as revolutionary ac-
tivities. ®
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No Free Bibles for
Maryland Students

BALTIMORE—The Maryland attor-
ney general’s office has ruled vncon-
stitutional the distribution of Gideon
Bibles in public schools. The Bibles—
the King James Version of the New
Testament plus Psalms and
Proverbs—had been given away to
public school students in 14 counties
lor several years.

The attorney general’s opinion came
in response to a request for legal advice
from Washington county schaols
which had allowed distribution from
1973 until last year, when a parent filed
objections to tze school board.

Citing court decisions and opinions
by the attorneys general of eight other
states, Attorney General Stephen H.
Sachs said the practice violates guaran-
tees of church-state separation in the
U.5. Constitution.

According to the opinion, the Gid-
eon Bible, along with other religious
materials, can be studied in public
schools as part of a course in religion.
However, it stated, distribution of Bi-
bles by the Gideons, a religious or-
ganization, violated church-state
guidelines.

Lutheran Service Agency
Challenges Revenue Form

MINNEAPQLIS—Lutheran Saocial
Service of Minnesota is serving as a
“guinea pig” in challenging what Lu-
therans regard as the government’'s
“’extremely narrow’* definition of reli-
gious mission.

The agency, largest of its kind in the
state, deliberately delayed filing of
Internal Revenue Service Form 990,
due last May. Nen-profit charitable

roups are required to report on that

?orm information about income and
expenditures. It does not require any
tax payment.

CEurches and so-called ‘‘integrated
auxiliaries” are not required to file the
form.

But IRS now excludes church-related
hospitals, orphanages, homes for the
elderly, colleges, universities and
schools and welfare agencies from this
category.
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BJC Names Routh
interim Direclor

Porter W. Routh, former executive
secretary-treasurer of the Southen
Baptist Convention executive com-
mittee was named interim executive
director of the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee on Public Affairs, effective June
1, 1980.

Routh, who during his tenure as
chief executive officer of the SBC
served on the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee for 27 years, was elecied unani-
mously by representatives of the
nine Baptist bodies sponsoring the
Washington, D C. agency. He was
recommended unanimously by a
search committee which is seeking a
successor to James E. Wood, }Jr.

Grady C. Cothen, chairman of the
search committee, said here that
Routh will join the staff one or two
weeks before Wood leaves Washing-
ton at the end of May. He said
Routh will serve until Wood's suc-
cessor is named.

Cothen, president of the Baptist
Sunday Schoel Board, Nashville,
reiterated the search committee’s
announcement that all cooperating
Baptist bodies are invited 10 submit
nominations to fill the BJC post.
Appropriate biographical informa-
tion and a rationale for the recom-
mendation are requested along with
the nomination.

It said its member-churches prabably
would not object to the requirement of
disclosure if it were not “predicated
upon a denial those ministries are an
integral part of the churches’ mission.”
(RNS}

AJC Enters Petition;
Free Expression at Issue

NEW YORK—The Amencan Jewish
Congress, on behalf of itself and the
Synagogue Council of America, has
filed a petition before the U.S. Su-
preme Court defending the rights of
some Jewish students in San Jose,
Calif., to collect signatures on the
grounds of a shopping center.

The students from Temple Emanuel
in San Jose had, in a class project with

their teacher, sought to gain signatures
at the Pruneyard Shopping Center for
a petition oppusing the United Nations
resolution that condemns Zionism as a
form of racism. The young people were
ejected from the center by Pruneyard’s
security force.

When the studenls brought their
case to court, their right o circulate the
pelition in a shopping center was up-
held by the California Supreme Court.
The shopping center’s owners then
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court
on the ground thal the state court’s
ruling had viclated his constitutionally
puaranteed property rights.

The friend-oi-the-court brief filed by
the American Jewish Congress argues
that a shopping center in contempo-
rary California is a public forum where
free expression is protected under the
Constitution.

High Court Strikes
Anti-Solicitation Law

WASHINGTON —The Supreme
Court ruled here that local municipali-
ties may not forbid charitable organiza-
tions from solidting funds door-to-door
on the streets unless they prove that a
certain percentage ol their collections
goes directly to the charity.

By a solid 8-1 majority the high
court struck down a local ordinance
passed in 1974 by the Village of
Schaumburg, ILL., located 25 miles
northwest of Chicago, requiring chari-
table groups to obtain permits to solicit
and to prove to town officials that 75
percent of the money raised went di-
rectly to charity.

Church-state observers have
walched the Schaumburg case closely,
convinced that the town’s ordinance
threatened the free exercise of religion
as well as freedom of speech.

Justic Byron R. White, writing for the
eight-man majority, said that the high
court has consistently held that chari-
table appeals for funds, either door-
to-door or on the streets, “involve a
variety of speech interests—communi-
cation of ifformation, the dissemina-
tion and propagation of views and
ideas, and the advocacy of causes—
that are within the protection of the
First Amendment.”” (BPA)
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‘: eighteenth birthday. {The President al-

Barry Lynn

Critics Oppose
Draft
Registration

Theclogically trained and possessing
a law degree, Mr. Lynn serves as the
Legislative counse! for the Washington
office of the United Church of Christ.

resident Carter unexpectedly

announced during his “State of

the Union" address that he in-
tended to ask Congress for funds to
renew registration for the military
draft. He implied that this step was
made in response to the Soviet incur-
sion into Afghanistan.

A few weeks after the address, Car-
ter revealed more details of his pro-
posed registration. Only persons born
in 1960 or 1961 (19 or 20 years old)
would be registered this year. In

January of 1981, persons born in 196%

would register, and from then on pgr-
ns would register on or near their

ready has authority under present law
to conduct a registration of any males
between 18 and 26 years of age but
Congress has not appropriated funds
to pay the costs.) Persons will register
at a post office, giving name, address,
birth date, and, at their option, social
security number. A short time later
they will be mailed a “receipt™, but
there will be no draft card issued. No
classification of registrants will occur
immediately.

Tremendous media attention has fo-
cused on the President’'s proposal that
women also be required to register.
However, a majority of members of the
Armed Services Subcommittees on
personnel in both the House and Sen-
ate are vehemently against registering
women, and the proposal probably will
die quickly in committee and never
reach the floor of either house of Con-
gress,

Both feminist and anti-draft groups
have alleged that Carter is deliberately
using the “women and registration”
issue as a smokescreen for covering up
the more important request he has
made of Congress: massive new fund-
ing to conduct the registration of men.
He has asked for a special appropria-
tion of $20.5 million for a registration
this June or July, and approximately

Edited by the staff for
Report from the Capital
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$35 million for Selective Service in
1981. The $20.5 million in supplemen-
tal appropriations is the first real test of
whether the Congress will agree to the
registration. Unless funded by Con-
gress, the process cannot be accom-
plished. Hearings on the matter began
in late February in the House Appro-
priations Subcommittee on HUD-
Independent Agencies, and similar
ones in March in the Senate. A vote on
this supplemental funding is expected
in the spring.

Critics of this registration proposal
are extremely skeptical of the necessity
of registration at this time. Presidential
candidates Edward Kennedy, Ronald
Reagan, Jerry Brown, John Anderson,
and Philip Crane have all denounced
the idea. They maintain that registra-
tion is an unnecessarily intrusive step
inta the lives of young people, with lit-
tle significance toward actual military
preparedness.

Several studies have indicated that
registration “‘saves” only 13 days dur-
ing an all-out emergency mobilization
though President Carter stated during
a recent press canference that register-
ation ''saves’’ 90-110 days during an
emergency®*-a contradiction of esti-
mates he made this past summer. The
President’s latest estimate is based on
an increase in funding for Selective
Service computers and personnel. Yet
many Congressional critics of registra-
tion support budgetary increases to
take Selective Service out of '‘deep
standby”’; they simply do not want
names actually collected.

The Administration also seems un-
willing to consider seriously the social
ramifications of this registration. Al-
though polls still show a sizeable
number of those 18-20 supporting

justice, and human rights.

- QUOTING

1 am haunted by the question: Was Kampuchea under Pol Pot an aberration
or an pmen of the future? His heritage of hunger, disease, chaos, and fear
suggests conditions which could follow a “limited” nuclear war.

People trained in western universities led Kampuchea fram 1975 to 1979.
They were people imbued with theories, dogmas, and fears, unleavened by a
concern for the human family. Yet dogmatic, fearful people are also close to
the nuclear triggers in a growing number of nations.

Kampuchea demonstrates how close we are to the edge of darkness. The Pol
Pot rationale also was national interest and national defense.

[ have come back acutely aware of the desperate need to suppqgt and mag-
nify good works and humanitarian efforts naw being carried on by individuals
around the world—efforts which unify rather than divide people and nations.
[ am deeply grateful for those individuals throughout history and up to the
present day who have sacrificed to strengthen the concepts of nan-violence,

Now the stakes are the very survival of civilization. Can anyone do enough?
-~Edward Snyder
Friends'Committee on National Legislation
Washington Newsletter

registration, the majority of young
people clearly appose it. Some have al-
ready vowed not to comply with the
law. Others will refuse because they
cannot ‘‘register’” as a conscientious
objector. {Conscientious objectar clas-
sifications may be available if classifica-
tion is begun, but there will be no
space on the registration form to state
such intentions.) The penalty for non-
compliance is still set at up to five

ears in Federal prison and up to a
$10,000 fine. Although it is unclear
how non-registrants wilt be located,
one plan calls for cross-checking Sacial
Security Administration and I[nternal
Revenue Service files against the list of
registrants.

Massive anti-registration denomstra-
tions have already occurred across the
nation. 3000-4000 persons peacefuliy
picketed Rosalyn Carter at a $1000-a-

late fundraiser in Beverly Hills.
Youthful Kennedy and Brown volun-
teers in Maine are widely credited with
preventing Carter from obtaining a
majority of caucus primary votes.

In response to both these demonstra-

tions and practical questions about the
comparative usefulness of registration,
more Congressional opposition is ex-
pected. By mid-February, nearly 25
Senators were openly expressing sup-
port for attempts led by Senator Mark
O. Hatfield (R/OR) to stop the Selective
Service regtstration funding.
UPDATE: The request to finance im-
mediate registration was rejected by
the Appropriations HUD-Independent
Subcommittee which, however, ap-
proved $4.7 million to establish a
system for fast registration. The Sub-
committee of the Armed Services
Committee voted against the inclu-
sion of women.
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Chesser Named BJC
Information Aide

Larry Guy Chesser has been named
new assistant in information services
for the Baptist pm
Joint Committee
on Public Affairs
here, according to
an announcement
by executive di-
rector James E. |
Wood, Jr. i

Chesser, 32, as-
sumed the post
March 3. He suc-
ceeds Carol B.
Franklin, who left the Baptist Joint
Commiltee last November 1o become
minister of education at Washington's
First Baptist Church.

Chesser will work under the super-
vision of Baptist Joint Committee in-
formation director Stan L. Hastey, who
also functions as Washington bureau
chief for Baptisl Press, the daily news
service of the Southern Baptist Con~
vention.

Chesser’s primary assignment wil
be coverage of the U.S. Congress,
where he will be a fully accredited re-
porter. In addition, he will handle gen-

eral reporting assignments, including
slories of concern to Baptlists coming
out of federal regulatory agencies.

A journalism graduate of Quachita
Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Ark,,
the Arkansas native also earned the M.
Div. degree from the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.,
where he concentrated in Christian
ethics. During his last year at the
seminary, he was news director and
also served as managing editor of The
Tie, Southern’s alumni publication.

Other reporting experience includes
slints as a sportswriter and editor at
the Log Cabin Democrat, Conway,
Ark. and the Arkansas Democrat, Little
Rock.

He also served as pastor of (wo
churches in Arkansas, Chambers Bap-
tist Church, Lonoke (1968-74), and
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Cabot
(1974-75).

Malloy at PNBC;
Succeeds Hodges

The Rev. C. |. Malloy Jr., recently-
elected General Secretary of the Pro-
gressive National Baptist Convention,
is among the newest members of the
Baptist Joint Commitiee.

Prior to being named General Secre-

C. J. Malley, Jr. (¢} caught in conver-
salion with D.C. Congressman Waller
fauntroy (I) and George Hill (r} of Cal-
vary Baptist Church at the BJC break-
fasl held for Baptist members of Con-

gress.

tary, Malloy served his denomination
as Minister of Stewardship Develop-
ment, Associate General Secretary and
on the staff of a capital funds campaign
jointly sponsored by Progressive Bap-
tists and American Baptists.

Malloy succeeds the Rev. Sloan S.
Hodges as General Secretary. Hodges
headed the Progressive National Bap-
tist Convention for 10 years. During
the past 10 years, he has also been an
active member of the Baptist Joint
Committee, serving as vice chairman at
one time,
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

See No Diversion of Food

NEW YORK—Contrary to some
news reports, international relief sup-
plies are reaching the Cambodian
people despite enormous distribution
problems, according to officials of
World Vision International and Church
World Service (CWS) who recently
visited Cambodia.

World Vision president W. Stanley
Mooneyham said he observed two
separate distribution systems in Cam-
bodia, “"one for the 200,000 Vietnamese
soldiers in the country, with rice com-
ing from Vietnam; and the other dis-
tributing relief from international
agencies to civilians.”

Perry Smith, acting Cambodia direc-
tor for CWS of the national Council of
Churches, said he recently visited
three provinces and saw food being
given out to the people.
oMy don’t plan ahead for my ar-
%i.ua , 50 what I see is not put on for my
dyes,” he said. “I frequently go oul to
gather information about conditions
and in the process [ see with my own
eyes that the foodstuffs are moving. |
see trucks taking rice and other food-
stuffs out to the provinces. | also see
many bullock carts that are filled with
bags and foodstuffs moving from cen-
ters of distribution to villages.”’

Both Mr. Smith and Dr. Mooneyham
said they saw no evidence that interna-
tional food aid is being diverted to
Viethamese troops or purposely ware-
housed for political purposes. They ac-
knowledged that shigments have often
gone into storage, but are moved as
soon as possible. {(RNS}

Debate on Nuclear Energy

SCHWERIN, GDR—For the first
time in the German Democratic Re-
public (GDR) there has been a call for a
public discussion on the use of nuclear
energy. The synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Mecklenburg re-
cently called for “a public debate on
the advanlages and risks of the peace.
ful use of nuclear energy in our coun-
try”’.

At present there are four nuclear
reactors in the GDR, producing less
than one per cent of the country’s elec-
tricity. Most of its electric power is
produced at generating plants using
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coal, oil or natural gas imported from
the Soviet Union.

The resolution, which followed a
heated discussion, was inspired by the
wWorld Council of Churches’ conference
on ‘‘Faith, Science and the Future,”
held in July in Boston attended by a
delegation from the GDR. (EPS}

Baptist Student Sentenced

LONDOCN—A South African Baptist,
Peter Moll, has decided that South Af-
rica is an unjust society and concluded
that he should not fight to defend
apartheid. His action has led to an 18
month prison sentence.

Moll was chairman of the Student

Christian Association at the University
of Cape Town, where as leader of this
evangelical Christian Union he was
-
Quoting an hngltan Archbishop,
Moll declared that military service
would be “defence of the morally inde-
fensible.” His request for an alternative
form of non-military service was de-
nied.

Emmigration Level High

PHILADELPHIA—The Afghanistan
crisis and the consequent tensions be-
tween the United States and the Soviet
Union are not expected to have an ad-
verse impact on Jewish emigration
from the BSSR, an official of the U.S5.
State Department said here.

*The Soviet Union may wish to
continue emigration to 'score points’
with the U.S. in any future negotiation
with Washington on the eventual re-
sumption of normal relations between
the two countries,” Mr. Farrand told
the annual assembly of the National
Jewish Community Relations Advisory
Council.

Stanley Lowell, former chairman of
the National Conference on Soviet
Jewry, said the 1979 total of Jewish
emigration from the USSR—51,320—
was the highest ever recorded, and
was nearly double the 1978 total of
28,864.

While reporting this positive de-
velopment, Mr, Lowell warned that
there is a growing gap between the
number of Soviet Jews seeking to
emigrate and the number permitted to
leave.

Advocate More Contacts

GARMISCH, Germany—A report
sharply criticizing the mission activities
of the German Protestant Church in
third world countries caused a split in
its synod when submitted to the gov-
erning body at its annual meeting here.

The 23-page report calls upon Euro-
pean Christians to renounce their
“lavish lifestyles” and work to change
the structures of their societies.

Entitled, “The World Hunger Crisis
of Development,”” the paper was pre-
pared by members and consultants of
the Evangelisches Missionswerk
(EMW). The EMW, which coordinates
and funds the church’'s missionary
programs, is under the synod’s juris-
diction,

The EMW report also advocates more
contact with church bodies in other
European countries and the United
States. Calling for ‘‘continued
dialogue’ with the church in the Ger-
man Democratc Republic, it asserts
that Christians in the Federal Republic
need more, not less, contact with
Christians in socialist countries.

Survivors Tell of Abduction

NEW YORK--In a new report, based
on accounts supplied by two survivors
of Argentina’s secret detention camps,
Amnesty International has renewed
charges against the country’s military
rulers of widespread and systematic
torture and murder of Argentine politi-
cal dissidents,

The accounts, which the London-
based human rights erganization called
the most detailed yet available, came
from Oscar Alfredo Gonzalez, a 29-
year-old politically active unionist and
factory worker, and Horacio Cid de la
Paz, 22, a leader of the Motonero wing
of the Peronist movement.

In their report, the two men esti-
mated that about 800 persons had
passed through the five gamps in
which they were held at various times
for 15 months. Like themselves, they
said that most prisoners they encoun-
tered were political activists or unin-
volved relatives of political suspecls.

Crackdown on Activists

WHEATON, lll.—A crackdown on
Russian Orthodox activists in the
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Soviet Union is continuing, with all but
a few of the leaders of the “Christian
Seminar on Problems of Religious Ren-
aissance’” under arrest.

The Wheaton-based Society for the
Study of Religion and Communism, an
affiliate of England’s Keston College
Center for the Study of Relilion and
Communism, said thal the activities of
the seminar, a five-year-old movement
among young Soviet Orthodox intellec-
tuals, had been “‘temporarily sus-
pended.”

According to the Wheaton group,
Lev Regelson, one of the Christian
Seminar’s leaders, is ““now under
threat of arrest.”

Mr. Regelson, a layman, and a
longtime leading religious activist in
Russian Orthodoxy, is an associate of
the Rev. Gleb Yakunin, a Russian Or-
thodox priest who was arrested Nov. 1
in a roundup of leaders of the Chris-
tian Committee for the Defense of Be-
lievers” Rights.

The Wheaton group, referring to re-
ports reaching Keston College, said
that other Christian Seminar leaders
have been arrested by the Soviet
police: “These include seminar founder
Alexander Ogorodnikov, 29, who was
to have been freed on Nov. 21, 1979,
after serving a one-year sentence for
alleged ‘parasitism.’

“Instead, Ogorodnikov was trans-
ferred from the camp (where he had
been imprisoned) to a Leningrad
prison, where he is to be charged,
along with Vladimir Poresh, Leningrad
representative of the seminar, with
‘anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda.”

“Documents authored by Ogorod-
nikov before his arrest a year ago re-
peatedly state that the Christian Semi-
nar and its publication !Obshchina’
(‘Community’) are not anti-government,
but are only ‘focused on the search for
spiritual truths and are not concerned
with political problems.”” {RNS)

Korean Leaders Convicted

SEOUL, South Korea—Ham Sok
Hon, 78, the Quaker religious leader,
and Yun Po Sun, the 83.-year-old
former South Korean president, were
among 18 dissidents given prison sen-
tences by a military court here for vio-
lating a martial Jaw decree banning
demonstrations. '
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The court rufed that Mr. Yun, be-
cause of his age and former standing,
would be allowed to remain free until
his sentence of two years in prison was
confirmed. Mr. Ham, who was given a
one-year sentence, also was not de-
tained. Both men will appeal.

The two men and the 16 other de-
fendants, who included leaders of the
Ecumenical Youth Council of the Ko-
rean National Council of Churches,
were convicted of having organized
and staged a demonstration at the
Seoul YWCA in November in defiance
of Martial Law Degree 1, which forbids
upauthorized gatherings. The decree ts
aimed mainly at dissident groups.

Begin Condemns Attacks

JERUSALEM—Pressured by reli-
gious leaders and by the city’s mayor,
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin
has taken a belated public stand
against an outbreak of anti-Christian
vandalism that has plagued Jerusalem
in recent weeks.

Targets of these assaults, blamed on
Jewish extremists by Mayor Teddy
Kollek, have included a Christian
bookstore, a Baptist church, a Russian
Othodox church, and the Benedictine
Abbey of the Dormition on Mount
Zion.

Mr. Kollek Iwice appealed to Mr.
Begin to speak out publicly against the
violence and to order more vigorous
police action against the perpetrators
of the attacks and threats against
Christian institutions.

Meanwhile, Jewish, Islamic, and
Christian leaders in Jerusalem issued
statements condemning the attacks on
Christian church properties.

Workers Occupy Cathedral

CARACAS, Venezuela—Some 189
textile workers who say they were un-
justly fired from their jobs have been
occupying the Catholic Cathedral here
for more than three weeks.

The workers say they are among
2,700 textile workers illegally laid off in
the last 12 months, despite enormous
profits flowing into the country from
oil exports.

Archbishop Jose Ali Lebrum of
Caracas, who supports the workers’

grievances, has appointed a priest o
attempt Lo mediate the dispute be-
tween the workers and the Palo
Grande Textile Factory.

“You can’t speak abuut heaven when
there is no work, no housing and no
water,”” priest-mediator Father Alfonso
Vaz said of the church’s role. There has
been no disruption of services in the
cathedral.

Suit Follows Firings

MONTREAL--Four adherents of the
World Wide Church of God have filed
a suit in Superior Courl against a
Montreal fiem which, they claim, dis-
missed them when their religious prac-
tices coincided with their working
hours,

The suit, which seeks damages of
$27,000, was filed on behalf of the
church members by the Human Rights
Commission against Ekco Canada Co.,
a small manufacturing firm, which, the
commission said, prevented them from
carrying out their religion’s obligation
after permitting them to do so earlier.

The problem arose because Lhe
World Wide Church of God observes
the Sabbath from sundown Friday until
Saturday evening. When the sun sets
before 5 p.m., as is the case in
Montreal from October through
January, the four church members said
they were required by conscience to
stop working before that hour.

A spokesman for the company said
all of the firm’s employees matntain
the same 9 a.m. lo 5 p.m. hours and
that it was not going to change certain
workers’ hours because of religious
beliefs.

CONFERENCE REPORT

The volume of the major addresses
presented at the Seventeenth Reli-
gious Liberty Conference of the Bap-
tist Joint Committee is now avail-
able, Edited by John W. Baker of the
staff, the 56 page compilation in-
cludes addresses by James E. Wood,
jr.. John H. Buchanan, Jr., William
é. Jones, l];-' John ]i’gims‘“o ;3!;2
Oonyers, ), T uez, |
V:g Chinh, and m:ﬂ Derian;
and discussion p re Order
from the Bapﬁﬂw]oint Conmﬁtteem on
Public Affairs at $2.50 per copy. .
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CORRESPONDENCE

Baptist Joint Commitiee staff belicves
in two-way communication. Reader re-
sponse to the actions taken by this office
and reported in this publication, and to
the feature material on these pages
creates worthwhile dialogue and helps
sharpen our understanding of the is-
sues, Letters should be kept to about 200
words, signed, with address. Editors re-
serve the right to edit for tength.

To the Editor: |1 was very pleased to
read the January, 1980 issue . . . the ar-
ticles on the Human Rights Covenants
were informative and | feel will give
important exposure to the issue.
Thanks for your commitment to and
work in the field of human rights.

Rona Weitz
Washington, D.C.

(Ms. Weitz serves on the staff of the
Coalition for a New Foreign and Mili-
tary Policy, which has made available a
summary of the Treaties hearings.)

*T¢MThe Editor: A small suggestion . . .
«for Washington Observations begin

«* each item with all capitals . . . the

reader cannot tell at a glance how
many subjects are covered in the pres-
ent format.

I do appreciation your paper.

John K. Stoner
Akron, PA
Mennonite Central Committee

(Ed. note: we hear you)
TO MY FELLOW BAPTIST IN THE
WHITE HOUSE

Dear Mr. President:

As a Baptist minister | would wei-
come the likes of you many times over
in any congregation | serve. Few

Toweard a Theology of Involvement
““The next time you are tempted to
think of our job as unpopular, re-
member the condition of the world
. . . We have the privilege of shining
a spotlight on evils, lighting fires
under the unconcerned and pouring
the balm of Christian love on a
wounded world. . . . to prepare all
God's people for the work of Chris-
tian service . . ." (Ephesians 4:12 Good
News Bible).” Joan Firster, National
Vice President of Christian Service,
American Baptist Women in the
Americar Baplist Women., Winter,
1980.
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people, lay or clergy, have so true an
understanding and so firm a grasp of
the fundamentals of the faith.

You demonstrated this before the na-
tion and the world when dealing with
the issue of autonomy in a local Baptist
church. When the matter of religious
devotions in public schools came to
your attention you expressed forth-
rig;htly a commitment to the principle
of church and state separation which is
so basic to historic Baptist witness.

I like to think that your strong
espousal—swhich, flease, continue—of
the protection of human rights for
everyone is inspired and nourished by
our cherished tenet of a free conscience
and the competence of the individual
soul before God. How you find time to
teach a Sunday School class passes,
like the peace of God, all understand-
ing when I think of the excuses we get
from people who decline this responsi-
bility. It is an enheartening service

geven if, quite fran#y, | might feel less

enthusiastic if*as P¥esident you taught
the Bible like, say, William [ennings
Bryan!

I have been most grateful and reas-
sured that your administration seems
not to have encouraged anything re-
sembling the prayer breakfasts of
predecessors in the White House
which, as you know, were designated
as “piety on the Pomotac.” That the
President of our nation is a man of
prayer is a thing of rejoicing though
the biblical injunction where we are
told, when we pray, to enter into the
closet and having shut the door to pray
to the Father who sees in secret, may
have special relevance for civil magis-
trates.

For all this, and for much more, Mr.
President, | am deeply grateful but |
must share a concern. Your Baptist
faith is about to be put to the greatest
test. This has to do with the incredible
tensions and pressures of your office in
light of recent events and develop-
ments beyond our border. In times of
crisis our peopie call for closing of
ranks, a discouragement of dissent, a
strengthening of arms and a unity of
commitment. And something more:
the sanetion of religion.

The American pecple have always
felt that we are a nation called of God
for a unique mission, that our
forefathers crossed the Atlantic like the
Chosen People crossed the Red Sea,
and came into this Promised Land with
divine favor and mandate. In times of
peace this conviction expresses itself in

what is known as civil religion. But in
times of crisis it becomes a national
faith so that, as our national anthem
proclaims, “‘conquer we must, when
our cause it is just, and this be our
motto, in God is our trust.” All this
despite the fact that God is not men-
tioned in the Constitution.

Please let me, therefore, as Baptist to
Baptist, urge you to resist the terrific
temptation to draw the mantle of reli-
gion over the actions of our govern-
ment and to equate our foreign paolicy
with the will 0? God. This was a temp-
tation that President Lincoln so power-
fully resisted when he spoke of “this
nation, under God” which did not
mean that this nation lived and moved
and had its being under divine appro-
bation but that it stood under the awful
judgments of the Eternal. As a matter
of fact his next phrase spoke of a re-
birth of freedom in America! In plainest
truth this would mean, Mr. President,
that if the national interest requires our
military presence in the Persian Gulf
we should call it oil and not God.

The principle of church and state
separation is npw at the crux of your
administration. As a Baptist you have a
deep commitment to it. As our chief
executive you are sworn to uphold it in
your cath of office to defend the Con-
stitution. And you have our love, our
deepest regard and our prayers.

W.W. Finlator
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church
Raleigh, NC

REGISTER
CITIZEN
OPINION

Register Citizen Opinion, a 32-page
publication made available by the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, provides a wealth of infor-
mation to assist you on how best to
communicate your concerns and
views and lists the appropriate
elected representatives in the na-
tion's capital. It also contains mem-
bers of the President’s Cabinet, and
the Supreme Court.

Exercising a bit of sle%ardship,
we have made the few changes that
have occurred in the 96th Congress
and Cabinet and offer this edition at
a reduced price: 25¢ each, ten for
$2.00, 100 for $15.00.

Order at these prices only from
the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Aftairs, 200 Maryland Avenue,
NE, Washington, D.C. 20002

Report from the Capital



The Churches and
Public Affairs . . .

REFLECTIONS

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
JAMES E. WOOD, )R.

(s . et (- ol

Some sense of an authentic historical perspective, namely
a critical understanding of the histerical record of institu-
tional Christianity, is sorely needed if the true #le of the
church in public affairs is to be readily affirmed and fully
realized. Admittedly, the role of the church in public affairs
has been manifestly ambiguous. All too often the church has
chosen to moralize about society, while remaining aloof
from public affairs. There has been the separation of the
gospel fram politics while at the same time viewing with
disdain politics and politicians.

It has never been easy for the church to fulfili its mission
in the world. The relationship of the church to society and
to the state has rightly been called an “enduring problem”’
throughout all of Christian history. For Baptists, no less than
for other communities of faith, there have been varied pat-
terns of response with respect to the churches and public
affairs.

First, there has been the response of withdrawal from the
world, an attitude that is still descriptive of those Christians
and those churches who see the world as inherently and ic-
retrievably evil. [n its classical expression, the Christian ts
but a pilgrim passing through this world, which is irrevoca-
bly outside of God’s kingdom. The church is a bastion set
against the evil of this world, calling alt persons to repent-
ance and separation from the world in order thay they may
be unspotted from the world. This other-worldly stance of
Christians and churches has frequently been supported by a
belief in the imminent return of Christ to establish his king-
dom over against the forces of this world.

While churches in the West have generally been inclined
to a less radical separation from the world than in former
periods of history, this pattern of response is today fre-
quently manifested by those who see the need for the
church te concern itself with purely spiritual matters and
not address itself to the application or relevancy of the
gospel to the total life of the “secular”” world—economic,
political and social. Evangelism remains narrowly defined to
mean simply the winning of individuals, one by one, to per-
sonal repentance and faith and the mission of the church is
understood essentially in these terms.

E. Clinton Gardner has perceptively written concerning
the church’s withdrawal from the power struggles of the
world as follows: ** ., . the withdrawal view of the church
represent(s) a denial of the Biblical conception of man; it
also fails to take seriously the sovereignty of God in and
through history. By restricting the will and power of God to
the inner, spiritual life of man, it constitutes a return to
tribalistic, polytheistic religion. The outward, external
sphere of secular culture remains under the rule of alien
forces and powers. God no longer executes judgment within
history, and he no longer summons men and nations to do
his will in the great political and social struggiles of the day.
The Lordship of Christ is limited to the private, personal life
of the withdrawn community . . . Understood in these
terms both the church and the Christian faith become ir-
relevant to culture, and they are doomed to remain on the
periphery of life.”
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More characteristic of the historical record of Christianity
has been the respanse of accommodation to culture and the
power structures of society. The truth is that accommoda-
tion has been a far greater scandal in the history of the
church, greater than all the divisions from schisms and sec-
tarianism, than even withdrawal from the world.

The tragedy of accommodation has been two-fold: there
has been the distortion of Christian faith through com-
promise, and there has been the sanctilying of the historical
distortion of Christian faith by means of biblical or moral
justification. For example, the church’s abuse of power is
nowhere more manifest than in the crusades and the In-
quisition. The historical tragedy, however, is compounded,
as one Catholic scholar has recently written, by “the at-
tempts of Catholic apologists to justify the crusades and the
Inguisition {which} are, in one sense, almost more painful
than these cmrors themselves.” A similar case could be made
with regard to the institution of slavery. Apart from the
church’s accommodation to the institution of slavery
throughout large regions of this nation, there was the con-
certed effort to provide a biblical and theological rationale
for the institution of slavery itself.

As Bernard Haring, a Catholic moral theologian, has writ-
ten, "“For too long the Christian churches, concerned with
defending their status quo as a kind of power-realm, have
entered into much too intimate an alliance between ‘throne
and altar.” '" There is something altogether disquieting
about the image of churches which become conspicuously
identifidable with the status quo and ultra-conservative
economic, social, and political institutions which maintain a
pattern of resistance to change as such.

The greatest danger facing the churches today is not their
failure to give a prophetic witness in public affairs, but
rather the widespread propensity of the churches to support
the status .quo, a militant and narrow nationalism, and
power structures identified with economic injustice and
political oppression. The present resurgence of churches
linked with the “far right” is an ominous sign of the times,
which does not bode well for the prophetic role of religion
in a free society.

Far more compatible with biblical faith is the response
which sees the church as necessarily involved in and in in-
teraction with the world as God's world and although in
tension with society, fulfilling its role as a prophetic com-
munity in public affairs.

To accept this role of the church in the worid is not to
abandon or to compromise the church’s essential mission.
“To make our decisions in faith,” as H. Richard Niebuhr
wrote, . . . is to make them in view of the fact that Christ
is risen from the dead, and is not only the head of the
church but the redeemer of the world. It is to make them in
view of the fact that the world of culture—man’s
achievements—exists within the world of grace—God's
Kingdom.*

If the church is to fulfill its prophetic mission, the church
can neither withdraw from the world nor live in conformity
with the world, but it must ever live out its mission in crea-
tive tension with the power structures of this world.

Page 15




Mowprodit Ory
U. 8. Pastage
FALID
Waahingtan, D &
Permit Me. (1383

REVIEWS

Stave Religion

BJC Position Statement.

Government Use of Clergy,
Missionaries and Church Workers
For Intelligence Information

THE “INVISIBLE INSTITUTION”
IN THE ANTEBELLUM SOUTH

By Albert ). Raboteau, 382 pp. New
York: Oxford University Press,
$13.95 (Also available in pa-
perback)

’ In recent years there have been disclosures and acknowledgments that |
" agencies of the United States government used clergy, missionaries, and l
| church workers for purposes aof gathering secret intelligence informatian.

These practices must be viewed with alarm and growing concern. Religious ”
bodies of the United States citizenry must be warned and apprised of the fol-
lowing consequences; '

1. The use of clergy, missionaries, and church workers for intelligence
gathering on behalf of the national state immediately compromises and ren-
ders ineffective the primary role of religious workers ta be carers for the hu-
manitarian and spiritual needs of the constituents they serve. It should be
readily apparent that missionary personnel abroad as well as church workers
and clergy at home will find themselves marginalized or ignored if their work
is associated with apprehension and suspicton rather than confidence and
trust by the people whom they serve.

2. Moreover, in the case of Christian workers whao view themselves and are
considemd bff others primarily to be agents of Jesus Christ they must not be
treated as or cast in the appearance of being political agents of any govern-
ment. The use of clergy, missionaries, and church workers by any cauntry for
narrow national interests quickly will result in the suspicion that churches are
arms of the state, If this occurs, then the credibility and integrity of bath the
church and state are abused and profaned.

3. Furthermore, if such present practices are continued and sanctioned by
either the churches and/or government then it is probable that increased
political and legal pressures will be brought by government agencies on reli-
gious workers to intensify clandestine operations and thereby further erode
the traditional guarantees of confidentiality between clergy and parishioners,
priests and confessors, and missionaries and national coworkers. \

In view of this alarming situation, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs urges: (1) that the United States Congress explicitly prohibit both the
CIA and the FBI in their respective charters from gathering intelligence infor-
mation from missionaries, and church workers, or placing clergy, mis-
sionaries, and church workers under any abligation to engage in intelligence
gathering activity; (2) that public policy legatly bar any operational connection
between a church and any intelligence and/or law enforcement agency thus
guaranteeing the traditional right of confidentiality on the part of clergy, mis-
sionaries, and church workers in the practice of their ministries; and (3) that
the member bodies of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs adopt
policies for themselves which prohibit their personnel from engaging in intel-
ligence gathering activity on behalf of government.

Member bodies are encouraged to establish policies which instruct their per-
sonnel to maintain their religious integrity as free and independent agents of
the church of Jesus Christ by not aligning themselves with covert intelligence

For those pursuing religious roots,
Albert Raboteau's Slave Religion is a
fascinating description of major beliefs
and rituals of West Africa and the
varying degrees in which they sur-
vived as slaves were brought to the
United States and Central and South
America.

While the author is Roman Catholic,
he treats extensively the development
of various denominations, especia
Baptist and Methodist through the re=

# o Wivals of the Great Awakening from
.~ the 1740s to 1820s. One must be in-
™ ° spired by the early attempts of the
Methodist Church to condemn
slavery—going so far as to recommend
dismissing members who held slaves,
and the heartbreak they found when
slaveholders began to bar Methodist
work on the plantations, prohibiting
religious instruction and social services
to slaves because of their courage in
speaking out for civil liberty.

Of special interest to Baptists are the
numerous references to George Liele
(also spelled Lisle), who earned his
freedom twice in order to preach the
gospel first in Savannah, Georgia and
then in Jamaica where he founded a
church which sent missionaries back to
Africa. The author includes a letter
written by Liele describing his conver-
sion experience.

The detailed (and well documented)
stories of Black religious life under
slavery include early Black churches
like Gillfield Baptist in Petersburg, Vir-

ginia which found it expedient to expel
slave members of the church who ran
away from their masters—using the
discipline of the church to support the
system of slavery in order to psevent
suppression of the church.

There are accounts of the anguish
many churches went through when
slave members chose a second spouse
because their owners had sold and
separated them from the first spouse.
Should they be considered as living in
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assignments from the state.

Adopted in Plenary Session, March 4, 1980

v

adultery while the first spouse re-
mained alive and thus be dismissed
from the church fellowship?

The Black church survived in spite of
incredible odds—such as restrictions
against teaching Black folk to read
{stave or free). Some early Black

churches reported only a few members
could read the Bible and even fewer
could write,

The quality of scholarship makes it a
pleasure to read about some of the
more painful realities of Christian his-

tary.
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