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We're Talking Politics

hat at first was viewed by the media at the

periphery of the 1976 presidential campaign
with faint traces of humor has become a focused center
in 1980—religious conviction. Especially the kind that
purports to be running the moral campaign in behalf of
the Almighty.

Among other differences distinguishing 1976 from the
present are these two: the media now possesses an
elementary theological education and can define the
meaning of ‘‘born-again’’, at times even recognizing
such a person. Second, religious political activity, so
fong a concern of the more liberal mainline churches,
has been taken over by extreme conservative ad hoc
groups, surpassing the former in number and influence.
Or so it appears. It may be true, however, that they
compose more of a "militant minority’’ than moral
majority.

This issue of the REPORT enters into the dialogue.
Norman DePuy, ex-denominational editor takes a
theological look-in on single issue voting, contending
that it results “in a bed too short, and a blanket too nar-
row.” He raises the question, ““can the Biblical pro-
phetic tradition be applied directly in a democracy?”’

Essentially, as he so often does, DePuy is into sin and
grace, the mind and activity of man and God. He de-
tects an ambiguity in the evangelical lobbyists” approach
to the doctrine of sin and believes that “in a democracy
a ‘list’ of what is ‘right’ is absurd.”

Long-time BJC staffers recall but one instance in
which a defeated Congressman received extensive press
comment in Washington—when the venerable Brooks
Hays tasted defeat some years back. Larry Chesser
interviewed John Buchanan, who attributes his defeat to
Moral Majority's *‘successful effort to turn out the
vote”’, though there is far more to the story and cam-

ign.

Coy but futile disclaimers by M-M’s leadership, when

uestioned about supporting a particular party or can-

idate are not convincing. The fact that major candi-
dates are beginning to distance themselves from TV
evangelists suggests they, too, are aware that public
reaction against right wing force is setting in. And
major polls are now revealing that evangelicals will vote
their minds and consciences as always. The SBC’s Bill
Elder, in another report, says “Political activism in-
formed by the principles of the Gospel is a very essen-
tial part of Chr!::tian discipleship.”’ Because for us poli-
tics can be reduced to a four-letter word, Vote, involve-
ment is an imperative,

“The hungry cannot buy food.” James Dunn thus
summarizes reams of words written on hunger as an
element of the larger global crisis in “Poverty =prore
poverty.” He addresses some of these and believes the
solution lies in the area of commitment and will. Candi-
dates on the hustings are raising the proper issues, but
how about the solutions they offer?

Victor Tupiizs
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WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS news/views/trends

THE REPORT HAS been told that legislation denying federal courts jurisdiction in
school prayer cases appears to be all but dead in the 96th Congress.

"I would say S. 450 is going nowhere," said Rep. Robert W. Kastenmeier, D-Wis.,
chairman of the House Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties and the Adminis-
tration of Justice which recently concluded five days of hearings on the vola-
tile school prayer issue.

without a favorable report from Kastenmeier's panel and the full House Judi-
ciary Committee, the only way for the Helms Amendment to reach the House floorx
is through a discharge petition initiated by Rep. Philip M. Crane, R-Ill.,
also an unlikely prospect.

The number of signatures on the discharge petition has leveled off since pro-
ponents pushed the figure to the 170-175 range with expanded efforts early
this summer, well below the 218 required to bring the bill to the House

floor for a vote.

Kastenmeier said there is a "possibility" his panel may cocnsider a Sense of
Congress Resolution advocating periods of silence in public schools, but
quickly added "there are difficulties with that as well."

Though the Helms Amendment almost certainly will be rejected and support for
a Sense of Congress Resolution remains doubtful, the controversy over school
prayer will not end this year, according to one supporter of the Helm's pro-
posal.

A RECENT ADVERTISEMENT in a national newspaper by the Worldwide Chruch of God
thanked the BJCPA for its legal support in litigation against the attorney
general of California. In fact, the BJCPA had filed an amicus curiae brief
with the Supreme Court in that litigation.

An amicus curiae is a “"friend of the court." An amicus curiae brief is filed
in a case by one who is not a party to the litigation, but whe has a substan-
tial stake in its outcome. If the court agrees with the position of the ami-
cus one of the litigants wins and one looses.

The BJCPA believed that the Worldwide Church of God case ralsed issues which,
if the court agreed with the attorney general, would seriously impinge on the
religious liberty of all groups. Thus it filed its brief as a "friend of the
court” and not a "friend of the Worldwide Church of God."

If the decision in this case goes against the Worldwide Church of God, all re-
ligious organizations are put in jeopardy of further government intrusion into
religious affairs. Thus, the concern which was expressed to the court was for
religiuos liberty for all religious organizations and not for the Worldwide

Church of God per se.

Report from the Capital




Norman R. DePuy

Dr. DePuy, senior minister of the First
Baptist Church, Dearborn, Michigan, is
one of the outstanding preachers of the
American Baptist Churches, USA. He is the
former executive director of the denomi-
natlon’s Division of Communication. His
column, Bible Alive appears regularly in
The American Baptist Magazine.

SINGLE ISSUE VOTING -
A Bed too short,
a Blanket too narrow

T he Moral Majority, and the

Jumpers for Jesus, descending

on Washington to bring a na-
tion back to God, are in a good tradi-
tion; the tradition of the Biblical
prophets.

Isaiah berated his nation for making
an alliance with “‘death,” a label he
sarcastically pasted on Egypt with her
god of the dead, her idols and pagan
ways. ‘‘No matter,”’ says [saiah
(28:14-22), "that Assyria is threatening;
trust God or you will be visited by
God'’s wrath. Every day will bring new
punishment. You will be totally frus-
trated. You'll wind up in ‘a bed too
short and a blanket too narrow.’ {verse
20) There is nothing but total frustra-
tion for those nations which do not put

“#h#r trust in the Lord.
" Of course the nation Isaiah was

«* talking about was lsrael. His was a

political statement; it would never
occur to any prophet in the Old Test-
ment times Lo separate allegiance to the
one jealous God and the affairs of
state. It is nonsense to suggest even in
our own time that it is possible to be-
long to God, to serve God, and to be
his disciple without being concerned
about morality and politics. Any faith
tn God must have justice and honesty,
as Isaiah tells us here, as the outcrop-
ping of that faith. We are to be quiet in
the face of any threat only because Al-
mighty God is our fortress and our
help in time of trouble,

But something new has been added
to our world, our American world in
particular. We need to raise the ques-
tion as to whether or not the Biblical
prophetic tradition can be applied di-
rectly in a democracy.

When a nation is a theocracy (the
rule of theos, God), where God is the
admitted ruler not only of spiritual
things but of all things including poli-
tics, there can be no question about
any separation of God from the gov-
ernment, In the Old Testment, the
people were under this one God and so
were their leaders. The priest and the
politician were one and the same per-
son, and it was relatively easy (though
it is interesting that Israel did not seem
to particularly take advantage of that
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simplicity) to be loyal in all things;
political decisions and personal
spiritual decisions were one and the
same.

But with the founding of our present
nation and the establishment of a func-
tioning democracy (rule of the demos,
the people) something new was added
to the way people live with their gov-
ernments. We ignore democracy at our

eril, not only because some of us love
it and want to see it thrive, but also be-
cause it is in fact our real environment.
Even if we don’t love democracy, to
ignore it is to live in a dangerous state
of delusion which ultimately leads to
despair. We live in a democracy and
must work with agonstitution. Cer-
tainly part of the honesty which every
Christian is concerned about, and
which the prophet Isaiah calls for, is
the honesty to face the real world in
which we live. We may dream fondly
of the Old Testment theocracy, but we
don’t by any stretch of the imagination
live in one. If we ignore reality we shall
indeed end up in “a bed too short and
a blanket too narrow.”

Of course, we who love democracy,
given the human history of religious
persecutions, feel that we are of all
people most fortunate that religion in
this nation is a matter of persuasion
and not coercion. For indeed, many of
us, out of love for the God revealed
clearly but also subtly and mysteri-
ously in Jesus Christ, will always be a
minority in a popuiation at large which
is sentimental, superstitious, and
heavy-handed with the things of the
Spirit. As a minority we are pro-
foundly grateful for the protections of
democracy. We thank God for a de-
mocracy which allows for a depth of
spiritual life, and at the same time an
involvemenl in the ambiguities of poli-
tics, but which takes into account not
only our views, but also the views of
others. [t is the heighl! of arrogance and
spiritual pride to expect to have free-
dom for our views without allowing
that freedom to others. Further, we can
never be sure but that God is not
speaking to us through the views of
others, even as in this text from Isaiah,
the Israelites were warned that their

enemy would be God’s own mes-
senger. In any case, coercion is fascism
pure and simple. Coercion in the name
of a theocracy is still coercion; perhaps
it is worse because it is based on delu-
sion. There is no theocracy.

Quite apart from the issues involved,
1 am puzzled by the lack of attention
given by evangelical lobbyists to the
doctrine of sin. Of all people, evangeli-
cals should be aware of the sinful na-
ture of humankind. Politics, no matter
who practices it, Falwell’s followers in-
cluded, is fraught with the sin which
besets all human endeavors. Falwell is
a grevious sinner, as am I, and as are
you all. That's Biblical teaching. And
woe to the person who thinks because
he or she comes up with a favorite and
simplified moral issue, even assuming
that right and wrong are obvious, even
if it is Gd’s own position, and who
imagines he or she can escape the sins
of partiality, pride and arrogance. They
are inevitable. This is not to say we
should not be politically active, but it is
to say that “single issues,” especially

“single issues affecting millions who do

not share our view of good and evil,
must be approached with an awareness
of how fragile we are in our own mor-
ality, and how if it were not for the
grace and free love of God—forgive-
ness required in abundance for all—we
would know nothing of righteousness
of any kind. We are saved in a real
sense only by confessing our ignorance
and impotence. It's hard to be certain
or totalitarian when you know that you
are saved not by certainty but by faith
in God's love.

Lest we forget we must continually
be aware that to preach like Isaiah, as if
we lived in a theocracy when all the
while we are giving lip service to a de-
mocracy, is to invite mental illness. We
shall do great damage not because we
are wrong on the issues, but because
we are totally unrelated to the reality
in which we and others live. We shall
tear the very fabric we would mend.

| suppose the prior question which
evangelicals need to face is whether we
see democracy as a blessing or a curse,
an improvement over theocracy or a
deterioration of the ideal order. lsaiah,
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... In a democracy a ‘list’ of what is ‘right’ is absurd.

interestingly, insists that faith in God
will bring with it honesty and justice.
We should be honest if we are out to
subvert democracy; the people who lis-
ten to us should know what is behind
our zeal. Then may the best man win,
as the saying goes. | suspect that few
who are caught up in the “’single
issue’’ tobbying appreciate the beating
which democracy takes if their zeal is
less than candid about the low view of
democracy which they in fact hold.

This is not to say that the One Holy
God is not sovereign over this nation
and all nations. God is, but His will, for
reasons known best to God, allows
many different interpretations to de-
velop in many different kinds of
people. He even allows people with no
interpretation at all to live and survive.
A democracy reflects this patience of
God. Ironically, | wonder if we are
showing the very faith we are preach-
ing when we insist a democracy is too
open? Is God able to work His will in a
democracy? Or to put the other side of
the coin, can the people of God live
and practice their faith to the degree
that it will be morally persuasive, or do
they have to attempt to be coercive
through lobbys, pressure groups and
“lists” of those who are unacceptable
to the group making the list?

Therefore, “’single issue’ voting is to
assume the right to expect the Con-
gress which represents all of the
people. to represent a few, namely us.
We must grant that democracy is frus-
trating and embarrassing. But will we
wind up more on “a bed too short with
a blanket too narrow™ by believing in
the openness of democracy and the
working of the Spirit, than we will if
we abandon democracy and take upon
ourselves the sinful assumption that
we know what is right for everybody?

1 may or may not agree with Falwelil
and company on the issues, but it
doesn’t matter. What matters is that in
a democracy a “list” of what is "'right”
is absurd,

No one was ever more sinful, ac-
cording to Jesus, than when that per-
son was religious and had a “list’ of
what was right and wrong. Such were
the good old Pharisees. They were
never in doubt. But as is always the
case, such arrogance was their
downfall. Talk about winding up in "'a
bed too short and a blanket too nar-
row!"”

Report from the Capital

May God lead us to a trust in Him
which includes confidence in democ-
racy as His way of revealing Himself to
a free people. There is no possibility of
a theocracy, no matter how we might
pine for an e¢ra gane for aver two
thousand years. Ironically, running
roughshod over our democratic ways
will produce “a bed too short and a
blanket too narrow’ even while we
claim to be leading the nation back to
God; the very condemnation lsaiah
had for those who would make a cov-
enant with death, because they were
afraid te “be patient” and to trust God
to do things in His way rather than in
theirs. 2

f

REGISTER
CITIZEN
OPINION

Register Citizen Opinion, a 32-page
publication made available by the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, provides a wealth of infar-
mation to assist you on how best to
communicate your concerns and
views and lists the appropriate
elected representatives in the na-
tion’s capital. It also cantains mem-
bers of the President’s Cabinet, and
the Supreme Court.

Exercising a bit of stewardship,
we have made the few changes that
have occurred in the 96th Congress
and Cabinet and offer this edition at
a reduced price: 25¢ each, ten for
$2.00, 100 for $15.00.

Order at these prices only from
the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Affairs, 200 Maryland Avenue,
NE, Washington, D.C. 20002

Quoting ——

Simon Wiesenthal
Jewish Documentation Center
Vienna, Austria

' I t was a long way, from the shacks

in the Mauthausen concentration
camp to where 1 stand today. It took
35 years from the Sth of May, 1945.
That 5th of May, we were 900 pris-
oners in block six, in the dead block,
and there seemed little chance of
survival for any of us. Life expec-
tancy was not more than a few days,
a few weeks at most, a few hours for
many among us. We in the dead
block were already too weak to
wark, even by S5 standards. The lit-
tle food we were given was cheaper
than a bullet. Those who were still
strong enough to walk around were
keeping us informed about the
progress of the German retreat.

As the American troops ap-
proached our guards fled in panic,
leaving us to our fate. Our doctor
came running into our hut shouting,
“The Americans are coming.” The
c<ry made us gather whatever
strength was left in us. Those who
could move at all staggered and
crawled out of the shacks. | was
among them that made it. A bright
sun helped us to celebrate the mo-
ment of liberation. American tanks
had entered the camp, and every
prisoner struggled to get to them. |
was about 150 yards from the first
tank. The soldiers who had came
with it were surrounded by prison-
ers, sinking into their arms, crying
and laughing at the same time,
exalted beyond any ordinary feel-
ng.
%covered the first hundred yards
but then collapsed on the ground. |
was lying there trying to get up
again, panting and staring, fasci-
nated at the American flag.

In the times of suffering we were
all laoking for symbols to cling to,
and in this moment of liberation |
was seeing the stars on the flag as
symbols not only for the States of
the Union but for all the things we
had lost in the Nazi Holocaust.
Every star had acquired a meaning
of its own, One was the star of
hope; one of}ustice, of tolerance, of
friendship, of brotherly love, of un-
derstanding. . .

Remarks on the occasion of the presen-
tation of a Speciak Gold Medal to Mr.
Wiesenthal on behaif of the Congress.
He was one of 34 prisoners to survive
out of an original group of 149,000
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John W. Baker

VIEWS OF THE WALL

The fFirst Amendment built “’a wall of
separation between Church and State” —
Thomas jeflerson in a letier 1o the Dan-
bury Baptist Associalion.

.. . the fine of sepasation, far from
being & ‘wall’, is a blurred, indistinct, and
var:'aile barries””—Chief Justice Burger,
femon v. Kurtzman.

I n the case of Natignal Labor Relations
Board v. Catholic Bishop of Chicago.
440 U.S. 490 (1979), the Supreme Court
slated that if the exercise of a federal
regulatory statute over a religious in-
stitution creates serious First Amend-
ment problems, the court must deter-
mine whether there was a ""clear ex-
pression of an affirmative intention of
Congress’’ to cover religious institu-
tions.

In a recent Maryland case a lay fac-
ulty member in a religious college
brought an action in a federal district
court alleging sex and age discrimina-
tion. These had been proscribed by
Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act,
the Equal Pay Act of 1963, and the Age
?criminalion in Employment AcL.

J: The court followed precedent in

~holding that Title VII forbade religious
«* | institutions from discriminating on any
grounds other than religion. However,
the court could not find a “clear ex-
pression of an affirmative intention of
Congress” in either the Equal Pay Act
or the Age Discrimination in Employ-
ment Act to cover discrimination by a
religious institution. Ritter v. Mt St
Mary's College, F.Supp. __{D. Md.
1980).

In another Maryland case the United
States Court of Appeals for the 4th Cir-
cuit has upheld the right of members of
a religious society to practice a manda-
tory ritual known as Sankirian—the
dissemination of religious literature
and soliciting of funds—outside of the
booth assigned 1o them by those in
charge of the state fair.

The Maryland state fair authorities
had a *’booth rule’’—all persons and
organizations wanting to solicit contri-
bution, distribute literature, or selt
products had to do so from a booth.
The reasons given for this rule were
the state’s interest in crowd control,
the rights to privacy and freedom from
interference of the fairgoers, and the
necessity of policing frauds and mis-
representations. The religious society
asserted that compliance with the
booth rule would abrogate religious
expression by society members.
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The court relicd on the Supreme
Court’s requirement that a limitation
on First Amendment rights can be jus-
tified only by a compelling state inter-
est which cannot be achieved by less
restrictive means. The court heild that
the record did not evidence that per-
mitting Sankirtan at large would cause
serious disruptions or that less restric-
tive regulations would not achieve the
same end because enforcement of
penal laws against fraud are clearly
less restrictive of expression than is the
booth rule. In answer to the privacy
argument the courl held that one can-
not go to a state fair attended by some
45,000 persons with any reasonable
expectation o! privacy or any reason-
able expectation tfat one will not be
exposed to the voices, sights, and
odors which a fair generates. In any
event fairgoers could refuse a solicita-
tion and go on their way.

Finally, the court said that the claims
that the booth rale is easily adminis-
tered and that future litigation would
be avoided are not considerations
which will save the boolh rule. Ed-
wards v. Maryland State Fair and Ag-
ricuttural Society, .~ F.2d ___ (CA 4
1980}.

In the February 1980 issue of Report
From the Capital we reported that the
Federal District Court for the Western
District of Maryland had held in Chess
v. Widmar that it would be a violation
of the establishment clause of the First
Amendment to permit Cornerstone, an
officially recognized student organiza-
tion, to use a campus lecture hall “to
promote a knowledge of Jesus Christ
among students.”” That decision has
recently been reversed.

The Court of Arpeals for the 4th Cir-
cuit stated that it the university’s lim-
itation on Cornerstone applied to all
religious speech, it would clearly be
invalid. In the absence of a compelling
state interest, the university does not
have the right to deny a recognized
student group access to its facilities
solely on the basis of the content of
thal group’s speech.

In applying the three-pronged test
on establishment of religion set down
in Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S. 602
{1971}, the district court had said that
to permit Cornerstone lo use university
facilities would have the primary effect
of advancing religion. The Court uf
Appeals held that such was not the
case. Rather, the court said, it would
have the primary effect of advancing
the university’s admittedly secular
purpose of developing students’ “'so-
cial and cultural awareness as well as
(their] intellectual curiosity.” Accord-
ing to the court, graating Corner-
stone’s request would no more commit
the university, its administration, or its
faculty to religious l§oals than they are
now committed to the goals of the Stu-
dents for a Democratic Society, the
Young Socialist Alliance, the Young
Democrals, or the Women’s Union.

In analyzing the universily’'s policy,
the court held that the university was
not being neutral toward religion and,
in fact. was inhibiting religion in viola-
tion of the establishment clause. Fur-
ther, the university’s prohibition on
worship and religious teachings en-
tangles it in the task of defining reli-
gion, determining whether a proposed
event involves religious worship or
teaching, and monitoring events to
make certain that no prohibited activity
takes place. Chess v. Widmar, .. F.2d
- (CA 4 1980).

The Court of Appeals for the Eighth
Circuil has ordered the issuance of a
preliminary injunction against the en-
forcement of the lllinois Abortion Law
because of three provisions of the law
it found to be flawed: the homicide
provision is unconstitutionally vague;
certain of the “informed consent’ pro-
visions unconstitutionally “‘strait-
jacket”* the physician’s ability to coun-
sel with his patient; the requirement
that a physician inform his patient of
the possibility of “organic pain” to the
felus and of available methods of al-
leviating such pain directly burden the
abortion decision. Charles v. Carey,
F.2d ___ (CA 7 1980).
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Confusion of Faith, Politics Leads to
Defeat; John Buchanan Victim in

Primary

WASHINGTON (BPA)—Rep. John
H. Buchanan, R-Ala., the only South-
ern Baptist minister serving in Con-
gress and one of its most respected
members, was turned back in his bid
for reelection largely due to the efforts
of Moral Majority, a fundamentalist
pulitical organization headed by Jerry
Falwell.

Propelled by the active support of
2.500 volunteers, Albert Lee Smith,
also a Southern Baptist, captured more
than 25,000 votes to Buchanan’'s 20,691
in the Republican primary to earn the
right to face Democrat Pete Clifford in
the November general election.

Buchanan was one of pumerous
incumbents—primarily Democrats—
targeted for defeat this year by Moral
Majority on the basis of what they con-
sidered an unacceptable voting record
on key moral issues.

”1 would say it was the decisive cle-
ment in the campaign,’’ Buchanan said
of Moral Majority’s successful effort to
turn out the vote for Smith. “Moral
Majority had a rally in my district the
Monday before election day. They
were not endorsing candidates but
Jerry Falwell used the occasion to hold
me up as a negative example.”

Moral Majority contends that it does
not endorse specific candidates, a
claim disputed by Buchanan.

“It is a play on words,”” Buchanan
said. ’They campaigned vigorously
against me and my record while up-
holding my friend and challenger as an
example of pure virtue. That may not
be an endorsement, but I would say it
has some elements of one in an elec-
tion year.”

While acknowledging that there
were efforts by his opponents to por-
tray him as “immoral” and “unchris-
tian,” Buchanan insisted that the pn-
mary factor in the election was Moral
Majority’s ability to turn out a big vote
for Smith through a well-organized
door-to-door campaign.

'l think it made the difference,’”
agreed Terry Apple, Buchanan’s top
aide, “We got 50 percent more votes
than we thought we needed to win and
we still got beat. We thought the
maximum turnout would be about
25,000.""

“'These people were highly moti-
vated,”” Buchanan said, '‘because they
had been led to believe that this is a
crusade for the Lord.”

Report from the Capital

Apple said Buchanan’'s campaign of-
fice received reports that people were
being called or told by persons knock-
ing at their doors that, “John was for
homosexuals; John was a nigger lover;
John voted for ER.A.

Buchanan, who was formerly pastor
of churches in Tennessee, Virginia and
Alabama, had been seeking his ninth
term as representative for Alabama’s
sixth district. He had survived pre-
vious tough primaries, including a
challenge from Smith two years ago.

One element in the campaign
strategy of his opponents, Buchanan
said, was the use of a morality rating
system for members of Congress pro-
duced earlier this year by Christian
Voice, another right-leaning organiza-
tion. Buchanan scored a 29 percent
morality rating based on his votes on
selected issues.

Among the votes that cost him
points in the Christian Voice index
were a ‘'no”’ vote on an amendment to
end economic sanctions against
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and a “'yes' vote
to establish the new Department of
Education.

Buchanan, who developed a reputa-
tion during his 16-year career in the
House of Representatives as a propon-
ent of civil rights, human rights and ef-
forts to solve world hunger, expressed
dissatisfaction with such an approach
to cvaluating morality.

“When one wing of Christendom
seeks to impose its right wing views on
everybody else and then twists those
views into moral principles for judgin,
everybody else’s Christianity, those ef-
forts are misguided and a heresy,” he
said.

“1 thank God that our salvation de-
pends not on vur political thinking, but
on faith in and relationship to the Lord
Jesus Christ, plus or minus nothing
else,’” he said.

Though conceding that the Moral
Majority efforts may be “‘well-
intentioned,”” Buchanan labeled them
“misguided’”” and '‘a heresy because
the implication that anything other
that the Lord Jesus Christ makes us

Christian is heresy. Christ makes.

Christians, political positions do not.”

Buchanan also warned that Baptists
need to awaken to the danger in pow-
erful, organized groups judging a per-
son’s Christianity on the basis of now
liberal or conservative he votes.

Larry Chesser

Elections Offer
Opportunity for
Discipleship

GLORIETA, N.M.—Southern Baptist
ethicist Bill Elder says the 1980 presi-
dential electiun is a God-given oppor-
tunity for Southern Baptists to practice
Christian discipleship. But he warns of
dangerous liabilities.

Elder, director of Christian citizen-
ship development for the Southern
Baptist Christian Life Commission,
told participants at a Christian Life
Conference on ethical issues of the
1980 election that there is a strong
awakening among Southern Baptists
and other Christians to politics and
personal involvement in the political
Process.

“That’s good news because applying
the Bible to the world is the basic way
Christian discipleship is nurtured,”
Elder said. “But with that good news
comes the danger that this new politi-
cal energy can be easily misdirected
and exploited to the detriment of both
our nation and our faith.”

Elder said the two major pitfalls of
Christian political involvement are the
move toward creation of a religious
state and the identification of a par-
ticular political party or phtlosophy
with the Bible.

“"America i5 a free society which
means we have institutionalized the
principle of pluralism through our
Constitution and our laws,’”” he said.
‘“We are always trying to strike a bal-
ance between the will of the majority
and the rights of the minority.

““As Christians we believe there is
only one way that leads to salvation. It
would be very tempting for us to move
to the position that there is only ane
societal model that leads to national
salvation. When political pawer is
added to this kind of religious zeal we
are only one step away from tipping
the balance in such a way that the will
of the majority takes total precedence
over the rights of the minority.

“Ministers need to do more about
relating issues to the Bible but no
preacher worth his salt will try to dic-
tate who church members vate for,’"
Elder said.

“Politics may seem unsavory, pain-
ful and very secular, but [ believe that
political activisnguinformed by the prin-
ciples of the Christian gospel is a very
essential part of taking up our crosses
and following Jesus,” he said.

Tim Fields
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News in Brief

New Baptist Magazine
Focuses on Peacemaking

LOUISVILLE—A new Baptist publi-
cation focusing on peacemaking is
being developed here as a ministry of
Deer Park Baptist Church World
Peacemakers.

The Baptist Peacemaker, which will be
edited by Deer Park pastor C. Carman
Sharp and Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary professor E. Glenn Hin-
son, is expected to begin publication in
December.

It is the second recent issue-oriented
publication to have its birth in a South-
ern Baptist congregation. Seeds, a mag-
azine directed toward world hunger,
began as a ministry of Oakhurst Baptist
Church, Decatur, Ga., through the ef-
forts of editors Andy Loving and Gary
Gunderson.

Sharp and Hinson said the Deer Park
publication will deal with the Biblical
call to and the inward-outward aspects

d.;Fcemaking.
At is typical illustration of the kind
f'creative ministry that comes out of

Baptist tradition,” said one denomina-
tional editor. ‘It often catalyzes institu-
tional programing without threatening
institutional structures.’’

Denominational Executive
Greets Prime Minister

WASHINGTON—Among the many
tributes paid Zimbabwe prime minister
Robert G. Mugabe during his recent
two-day visit to the U.5. was a word of
commendation and thanks from
Southern Baptist leader R. Keith Parks
for the continued presence of Southern
Baptist missionaries in the newly inde-
pendent African nation.

Parks, president of the SBC Foreign
Mission Board, and a member of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af-
fairs, accepted a White House invita-
tion to appear at the formal ceremony
and reception honoring the 56-year-old
Mugabe in order to thank him for the
‘“‘continuing opportunity to serve the
people of Zimbawe.”

'l appreciate his emphasis on recon-
ciliation, peace and democracy and the
desire of the leaders of Zimbawe to
move ahead in a constructive way,”
Parks said. Mugabe, whose revolu-
tionary forces ousted the white apart-
heid government of former prime
minister Ian Smith earlier this year,

has been hailed in the international
community for the magnanimity
shown to defeated foes in what was
formerly Rhodesia.

Court Dismisses case;
1st Amendment Bars action

WASHINGTON—A lawsuit charging
that the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops violated anti-trust
taws and engaged in monopolistic
practices in discouraging the sale of an
unofficial prayer book was dismissed
here by a federal court.

The suit, filed in 1976 by Costello
Publishing Company of Northport,
N.Y., claimed that it plans to distribute
in the U.5. an Irish breviary were
blocked by the NCCB. U.5. District
Court judge June L. Green noted the
NCCB's responsibility for approval of
mugicat texts and its concomitant
dity to discourage difsemination and
use of unapproved texts.

Judge Green also held “‘that the free
exercise clause of the First Amendment
prohibits this court's review of ecclesi-
astical decisions and activities chal-
lenged herein.”

Suit Threatened Over
Cross on County Vehicles

ALBUQUERQUE—The American
Civil Liberties Union of New Mexico
has threatened to sue Bernalillo
County unless the county’s official
seal, emblazoned with a religious
cross, is removed from more than 200
county vehicles. Bernalillo County is
New Mexico’s mast populus county
and the site of Albuquerque.

In a letter to county manager Alex
Abeyta, New Mexico ACLU executive
director Grace Williams said, “’The
cross is a Christian symbol which can-
not be preferred over any other reli-
gion.”

The letter states that the ACLU op-
poses state actions which establish or
support a partieular religion or prohibit
the practicing of a religion.

The ACLU letter urged that the de-
cals be removed to “‘avoid the embar-
rassing possibility of a court process,’’
but the County Commission instructed
its attorney to inform Mrs. Williams
that the decais will remain where they
are,

‘Shared Time’ Classes
Challenged in AU Suit

GRAND RAPIDS—A suit filed by
Americans United for Separation for
Church and State in federal court here
chaltenges “shared time’ classes held
in non-public schools as unconstitu-
tional.

The suit seeks a court order pro-
hibiting the use of state funds to fi-
nance instruction in religious schools.
It charges that the public schoal district
leases space from non-public school
groups in which public school staff
provide instruction for students at-
tending the non-public schools.

The suit states that more than 12,400
students participated in the program
tast year and that the school district re-
ceived more than $1.6 million in siate
aid for the program.

Last fJanuary, a simitar “’shared time”’
program between the Traverse City,
Mich. schools and a Roman Catholic
school there was ruled unconstitu-
tional by U.S. Circuit Court Judge Al-
bert Engel.

IRS Take Dim View of
‘Mail Order’ Ordination

NEWARK-The Internal Revenue
Service believes more than 300 New
Jerseyans have used “mail order ordi-
nations’’ to claim spurious tax exemp-
tions for church activities.

The IRS has undertaken an audit of
59 persons to check “the dimensions of
the tax avoidance,” according to an
agency spokesman here. The check has
uncovered two bastc methods of beat-
ing taxes through the "‘mail order
ministry.”

In vne, a taxpayer joins the ordained
ministry of a church, renounces all
worldly possessions and donates the
income from a regular job to the
church. The church then returns the
donated maney tax-free and the tax
cheater is able to maintain or improve
upon the previous lifestyle that was
supposedly renounced.

The other scheme involves tax der
duction claims for donations ta “reli-
gious arganizations,” the IRS spokes-
man said. The organization then re-
turns the donated money. (RNS)

Confidentiality Act

Takes Effect in Ohio

COLUMBUS—A clergy confidential-
ity act which exempts clergy from
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being required to testify in court about
matters revealed to them as religious
counselors has been signed into law by
Gov. James A. Rhodes.

The statute, which becomes effective
Oct. 22, was initially defeated in the
Ohio stale senate last spring due to
imprecise wording which would have
allowed abuse by ““mail order” minis-
ters. Both houses of the state legisla-
ture overwhelmingly approved the
measure after the language was tight-
ened.

Bill to Protect Tax Status
Before Calif. Legislature

SACRAMENTO—A bill to be intro-
duced into the California Assembly
would allow churches to make political
statements in accord with their reli-
gious beliefs without fear of losing
their state tax-exempt status.

The state Franchise Tax Board now
has the power to remove the tax-
exempt status of 2 nonprofit organiza-
tion that spends a substantial amount
of its time "'carrying on propaganda or
otherwise attempting to influence
legislation,”’

The new bill says churches may not
be denied tax exemptions for com-
municating their religious principles lo
their members, public officials or the
public. (RNS)

Church Effort to Ban Bars
Ruled Unconstitutional

BOSTON—A Massachusetts law al-
lowing church and school officials to
prohibit the establishment of a bar or
liquor store within 500 feet of their
property has been ruled unconstitu-
tional by U.S. District Judge Joseph L.
Tauro.

Judge Tauro said the statute, which
was upheld last year by the state Su-
preme Judicial Court, amounted to an
illegal *’delegation of liquor licensing to
private entities.”

Tauro’s decision said the law “grants
churches uncontrolled and standard-
less veto power to determine what
licenses wiﬁ be banned. The legisiature
may not delegate that kind of power to
a church.”

The case stemmed from efforts by
the Holy Cross Armenian Catholic
Church in Harvard Square to block the
transfer of a liquor license to a restau-
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rant located directly behind the
church.

PNBC Meeting Notes Lack of
Economic Justice Concerns

CHICAGO~-Ultra-conservative
evangelicals and the major party presi-
dential candidates were criticized in
speeches and resolutions for not deal-
ing with economic injustices at the 19th
annual Progressive National Baptist
Convention here.

Faced with this situation, “we need
to preach and witness with a sense of
urgency,”” William Augustus Jones Jr.,
outgoing president told the 7,000 ob-
servers and delegates.

Conservative evangelical forces, in-
cluding the PTL movement, Maoral
Majority and the electronic church,
were denounced in an overwhelmingly
approved resolution as ““dispensers of
cheap grace and invalid, distorted wit-
nesses of the true and full gospel.”

Whenever churchmen tailor their
theolagy to fit their sociclogy,” de-
clared Jones, “the emerging diety is ut-
terly unworthy of worship. He is not
the God of the patriarchs. He is not the
god of ethical monotheism. (RNS)

Amnesty Urged for Men
Who Failed to Register

WASHINGTON—A major anti-draft
coalition has urged President Carter to
offer amnesty to more than 500,000
young men it says recently failed to
register for the draft.

Barry Lynn, chairman of the Com-
mittee Against Registration and the
Draft (CARD), said more than 20 per-
cent of the draft-eligible men born in
1960 and 1961 ignored the requirement
to register at one of the nation’s 34,000
post offices.

It is quite likely that there are more
than 500,000 potential felons which
have been created by this program,”
said Lynn, who is also a Jawyer for the
United Church of Christ office for
church and society here. “In my judg-
ment, there is only one legal, moral
and practical solution to the reality of
non-registration—an unconditional
amnesty for those who failed to regis-
ter for the draft for any reason what-
soever.”

Selective Service has said it will
prosecute those who violated the law.
The penalty can run as high as five
years in jail and a $10,000 fine. (RNS)

Gallop Survey on Abortion
Shows Minor Change of View

PRINCETON, N.J.—A new Gallup
survey shows aburtion views of Ameri-
cans have changed very little in the last
five years, and the views of Catholics
and Protestants are similar.

However, a slight movement toward
greater acceptance of abortion rights
was indicated in comparison of the re-
sponses from 1975 to 1980.

The proportion who believe abortion
shoulcr be ““legal under all circum-
stances” increased from 21 percent in
1975 to 25 percent in 1980. The propor-
tion who believe abortion should be
““legal under only certain circum-
stances’” dropped from 54 percent to 53
percent. Those who believe it should
be “illegal under all circumstances”™
dropped from 22 percent to 18 percent.
Those having “no opinion” rose from
three percent to four percent.

A religious breakdown of respond-
ents in the latest survey showed 23
percent of Protestants and 22 percent
of Catholics thought abortion should
be ‘‘legal under all circumstances.’’
Some 55 percent of both Protestants
and Catholics thought it should be
“legal under certain circumstances.’’
Giving "“no opinion” were four percent
of Protestants and two percent of
Catholics. {(RNS)

‘Silent Time’ Approved
ForPrayer in LA Schools

SHREVEPORT, La.,—A law permit-
ting local school boards to set aside up
to five minutes daily for prayer and
meditation in public schools has been
passed by the Louisiana state legisla-
ture.

Under the new law, the prazer or
meditation can be silent or oral but no
teacher or pupil can be forced to par-
ticipate.

The American Civil Liberties Union
is expected 1o challenge the new stal-
ute in court. A similar schodl prayer
law in Massachusetts was overturned
by the state supreme court there last
March.

Several school prayers have been
proposed and defeated in the
Louisiana legislature since the 1962
and 1963 Suprem® Court rulings on
prayer in the classroom.

The bill was sponsored by state sena-
tor Bill Keith of Shreveport.




James M. Dunn

Director of the Christian Life Commission
for the Baptist General Convention of
Texas, Dr. Dunn directs a2 program of
consciousness raising on social and ethi-
cal issues. He has broad experience in the
area of public affairs policy.

“We cannot build a secure
world upon a foundation of
human misery.”

ore people are hungry today
than ever before. Over
one-half of them are chil-

dren under five years of age.

According to the Presidential Com-
mission on World Hunger, *‘There are
no physical or natural reasons why all
the men, women and children in the
world cannot have enough food to
eat.” Starvation of humans is clearly a
moral and ethical issue because its so-
lution lies well within the capability of
nations working alone and together.

Examine the causes of hunger.

The hungry cannot buy food. Of the
world’s people a fourth are rich,
three-fourths are poor. Along with
food shortages poverty means iiliter-
acy, unemployment, lack of health
services, bad drinking water, a drift
toward the crowded cities, open sew-
age and inadequate housing.

In 83 countries three percent of the
Eeople own 80 percent of the land.

ven doubling food production next
year would not solve the hunger crisis
since it is poverty that plagues the
starving.
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Among the poorest of the poor the
role of women illustrates dramatically
the iron grip of tradition. Women in
developing countries provide over half
of the agricultural labor, planting, cul-
tivating, food processing and cooking.
They are most often the sole providers
of food for families. Yet, in many cul-
tures women and girls eat only what
men leave despite extra caloric needs
during pregnancy.

There is generally less opportunity
for the education of women. In the de-
veloping world 28 percent of the men
and 40 percent of the women are illit-

. R
Population and economics

Although iopulation growth applies
pressure to the world’s food supply, it
is not the basic cause of world hunger,
nor is it any excuse for inaction or de-
spair.

Hungry people usually have large
tamilies. Those large families reflect a
desire for extra hands, help in old age
and some survival insurance against a
high infant death rate. Lower birth
rates come with improved food avail-
ability. As Barry Commoner puts it,
“Poverty breeds overpopulation and
not the other way around.”

One view of world hunger today
sees it as the heritage of colonialism,
economic as well as politicaj. De-
veloping nations have been robbed and
exploited by colonizing countries. The

people have been conditioned as
former subjects to accept political and
financial patterns that keep them
under.

The basic and most stubborn tradi-
tion is the fatalism which says, *‘This is
the way things have been and the way
they are meant to be.”” There is truth in
this interpretation. It will take time to
overcome centurics of neglect, abuse
and dependency.

Potential unrealized

Resource abuse comes to some de-
gree from historic development
strategies which have assumed that a
larger gross national product would
“trickle down’' to benefit everyone.
Such policies have insisted upon
speeding up the development train
without checking lo see if everyone is
aboard. Increasing the size of the pie
without changing the way it is sliced
won't help.

Orville Freeman, a former Secretary
of Agriculture for the United States,
has said, "“Despite world hunger pes-
simism, the planet Earth has the poten-
tial to feed not only six billion people
but perhaps as many as 48 bil-
lion . . . .Only one-half of the world’s
productive, arable land is currently
under the plow’. The question is: Is
the world ready for the solid commit-
ment it will take to use our resources
humanely?

First, agricultural development has
not been valued as highly as industrial
development. Then, progress in ag-
ricultural development is a complex
process involving biology, chemistry,
economics, agronomy, engineering,
politics, trade policy and marketing.
Next, there are expected barriers: an
absence of incentives, low investment
in the education and health of the ag-
ricultural work force, inequitable land
tenure, to name a few. Finally, the im-
portant ingredients are missing in most
developing countries: fertilizer, irriga-
tion, modern equipment and “know-
how.”

Disparities

Hunger is rooted to some’degree in
privileges for some that perpetuate the
poverty of others. The tacl that those
privileges are sanctioned by law and
custom may simply reflect the sinful-
ness of human nature. Therefore, the
vast differences in distribution may
simply suggest the most obstinate of
the causes of hunger—greed and self-
ishness.
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Giant global corporations display
their superior bargaining power in
weak, disorganized societies by

— manipulatiun of transfer prices,

—technology transfer inappropriate
to the needs of poor countries,

—offering a development model that
has built-in inequities,

—exerting political influence, and
finally by

— failing to make products designed
for the poorest 60 percent of the
population.

The cultural values of world trade
seem to assert that the purpose of a so-
ciely is to produce and to consume.

Right now reliable estimates indicate
that enough grain alone is produced to
provide a diel of 3,000 calories per per-
son per day for everyone in the world.
Yet, trade policies leave vast pockets of
starvation.

Food produced almost anywhere
heads for the cities where pcople pay
more. No single cause of world hunger
is more clearly entangled with the en-
tire economic order, the way we do
business.

Pruning hooks and spears

Another global cause of world
hunger is the enormous amount spent
on munitions and military forces. A
dollar spent for guns is a dollar that
cannot be spent for butter.

Robert McNamara, Secretary of De-
fense in the Vietnam era, is 2 man
aware of defense needs. He warns,
“Unless there is a different allocation
of resources in the industrialized na-
tions from military development to
human development in the poorer na-
tions we shall not have a peaceful
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world. We cannot build a secure world
upen a foundation of human misery.”

It may be that plowshares and
pruning hooks can only be made from
swords and spears.

Natural disasters, war and pulitical
upheaval contribute to world hunger.
In fact, until there is a flood, an carth-
quake or a drouth, we may not be
aware of desperate food needs.

The lives of many people are on the
thin edge of survival. Without an
available emergency food supply, dis-
aster is a day away.

It comes as no surprise to Christians
to see governments everywhere fail.
We understand the pervasiveness of
sin. Increased food supply duves not
necessarily reach the poor. Aid desig-
nated for the poorest of the poor is
often diverted.

The fight against hunger, then, can-
not be set apart from politital con-
cerns. With some long-suffering pati-
ence and a deep commitment to jus-
tice, there is a need for government re-
form in the war on hunger. Bread for the
World, the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs and the Interreligious
Taskforce on U.S. Food Policy have an
important role to play.

Pets are nourished

No catalog of the causes of world
hunger would be complete without
facing our own consumption patterns.
To admit thal our overconsumption is a
part of the problem is no sign of a sen-
timental unrealism or a morbid “guilt
trip.”’

The facts speak for themselves. On
the average, people in the United
States consume 4.5 times more grain
per capita than people in the develop-
ing nations. Americans spend over $40
billion every year on advertising, try-
ing to convince one another that Jesus
was wrong when he said that life does
not consist in the abundance of things.
Even our pets outbid the hungry
people of the world in the glo%al
supermarket. We spend %9 billion an-
nually on 65 million dogs and cats.

Our buying, spending, using habits
have to be seen in the light of growing
scarcity. Our materialism cannot per-
sist without being judged by the New
Testment. Leonard Bernstein in 1600

Pennsylvania Avenue jabs us: “If God
says lovin’ money is the root of all sin,
then God is un-amerikin.’” Our basic
wants and desires for things have to be

examined alongside the biblical con-
cepts of justice, stewardship and love
for one’s fellowman.

Children hunger

A careful examination of our
operating theology (not what we say,
but what we do) is frightening. It is re-
vealing to test what we think we be-

lieve about God by the way we spend
our time, money and cnergy.

Because human society could, if it
would, see that no child goes to bed
hungry, our failure to do so is morally
outrageous. Our dedication to sce that
innocent children eat is a basic test of
our Christian ethic.

We pray for our daily bread in the
same breath we pray for the coming of
His Kingdom. This sets the moral tone
for our lives.

The right te food is grounded in the
value that God places on human be-
ings. The sacredness of life is basic.
God’s love far all mankind is the
starting place.

““We say man was created in the
image of God. [ refusc lo imagine a
God who is miserable, poor, ignorant,
superstitious, fearful, oppressed and
wretched —which is the lot of the
majority of those He created in His
own image’’, said Julius K. Nyerere,
President of Tanzania.

According lo the Presidential Com-
mission on World Hunger, “‘Each
major cause of world hunger could be
averted or overcome if the human
community were to act cooperatively
and decisively ' It boils down to a
question of will. Our Christian faith
majors on changing minds and hearls
and wills.
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Nicaraguan Baptist Doctor
Defends Nation’s Leaders

PORTLAND, OR—There is no rea-
son to fear communism in Nicaragua,
says Dr. Gustavo A. Parajon, a Ma-
nagua public health officer and physi-
cian now on a speaking tour of
churches on the West Coast.

Dr. Parajon, an American Baptist
Churches missionary, said his strife-
wracked homeland has complete free-
dom of the press, “‘tremendous open-
ness in the government” and full free-
dom of religion.

It also has Marxists as leaders, he ac-
knowledged.

Ds. Parajon said 30 percent of
Nicaragua’s work force was unem-
ployed fan. 1 and there is "some
. humger.” One reason for this, he ex-

%ed, was that Anastasio Somoza
«?left us penniless’* when he was
ousted as dictator in July 1979.

“’His repression. bombing, tanks,
machine guns, destroyed many indus-
tries,” Dr. Parajon said.

As for communism, he said, “The
situation and consciousness of
Nicaragua are very different from those
in Cuba in 1959.

“We know what we want. We do not
want to copy another revolution.

“At first, Cubans did not know that
Fidel Castro was a Communist, We
know that the leaders of the Sandinista
National Liberation front are Marxists.
Cuba is an island. We have three
neighboring countries.

“We have access to the toll::l leaders
three days every week. Thursday
evening a member of the ruling junta
or a minister of state answers tele-
phone calls on a radio station. Any-
body can complain or congratulate.

“On Sunday, the 47 members of the
Council of State go in small groups to
different cities to hold public meet-
ings.”

Before President Somoza’'s ouster, he
said, churches were not free, and
members were jailed for reading Micah
3—the chapter that reads in part,
“Rulers . . . ye who hate the good and
tove the evil . . . who eat the flesh of
my peopie.”” (RNS).
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Oppose Arms Sales, Budget

LONDON-—A group of British
churchmen and parliamentarians has
launched a ‘“Peace Tax’ campaign,
aimed at seeking tax exemption for
persons opposed to government mili-
tary spending,.

The group wants legislation that
would allow people who have con-
scientious objections to contributing to
a military defense budget to allocate
their tax money to a ““peace-making’”
fund.

Meanwhile Britain’s recent decision
to Jift its embargo on arms sales to
Chile has been challenged by Cardinal
George Basil Hume,

In a letter to Britain’s Foreign Office
the church leader said the decision

Sgme at a time whemthe human rights
situation in the*Souh American nation
had “deteriorated.”

Rights’ Advocate Sentenced

MOSCOW —The Rev. Gleb Pavolich
Yakunin, a Russian Orthodox priest
and religious rights advocate, has been
convicted of ““anti-Soviet’’ activities
and sentenced to five years in prison
and five years of internal exile.

The leading Russian religious rights
activist and a member of the Moscow
Helsinki Monitoring Group, Tatiana
Velikanova, were arrested on
November 1, 1979 following a series of
repressive measures which Keston
College called “’the harshest crack-
down on dissident activists since early
1978,

Father Yakunin, co-founder of the
Christian Commiittee for the Defense of
Believer's Rights in the USSR, declared
in court that his activities were “my
religious duty as a priest,”” his wife
Iraida reported.

Western reporters and the priest's
supporters were barred from the court
proceedings; an exception was made
for Mrs. Yakunin.

Father Yakunin first ran into trouble
with Russian Orthodox Church au-
thorities in 1965 when together with
Father Dmitri Dudko (also imprisoned)
he wrote an Open Letter to the Pa-
triach of the Russian Orthordox
Church. In it the pair described the
pressures under which they said mem-
bers of the church were living. They

appealed to the Patriarch to be “more
resolute” in standing up to “state in-
terference.”’

Again in 1975, he and a Russian Or-
thodox layman, Lev Regelson co-
authored an “appeal” to delegates of
the Fifth Assembly of the World Coun-
cil of Churches meeting in Nairobi,
Kenya, urging the WCC to stop “ig-
noring’” the problem of “persecution of
religion in the Soviet Union.”” Regelson
has also been arrested.

The Believer's Rights organization
distributes information on the situation
of religious believers in the USSR and
assists them in obtaining lheir legal
rights.

Attack Exploitation

GENEVA —An Indian Orthodox
Church leader has urged the World
Council of Churches (WCC) to launch a
program to combat exploitation similar
to its program to combat racism.

Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Os-
thathios urged the WCC to go beyond
“resolutions and pious words of com-
fort’” addressed to the world’'s poor
and oppressed, and go on to “help the
developing world as well as the poor
people in the rich world to organize
passive resistance’”’ against all forms of
exploitation.

Freedom of Religion Bill

NEW DELHI-~A new “Freedom of
Religion” bill, designed to repeal cur-
rent restrictive state legislation, has
been introduced into the Indian parli-
ament.

Sponsored by Ram Jethmalani, an
opposition member of parliament and
civil rights activist, the five-clause bill
seeks to provide unrestricted freedom
of religion to all faiths, including the
rights to win converts.

It also seeks repeal of laws enacted
earlier by three Indian statgs which
prohibit conversion by ‘‘force’” or
*‘fraudulent means’ and prescribe
stringent penalties for offenders, in-
cluding iairterms and heavy fines.

Minister’'s Death Protested

LONDON (RNS)—Britain’s Meth-
odist Church has protested to South
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Korea about the death of a Methodist
minister in Pusan following reports
reaching the Church's Division of So-
cial Responsibility alleging that the
Rev. Im Ki Yun, a human rights cam-
paigner in the city, had died during
military interrogation.

“Our information is that the Rev. Im
Ki Yun died as a result of brutal treat-
ment given to him by military inter-
rogators. For a man of God dedicated
to peace and freedom to be dealt with
in such a way is a matter of profound
anxiety.”

Mr. Hastings’ letter also referred to
reports of the recent arrests of 30,000
civilians and allegations that 23 martial
law detainees currently on trial were
forced to make confessions under tor-
ture or threat of torture. It continued:

““We fear greatly for the conse-
Tences if clemency is not shown to
those accused of resisting the govern-
ment , . . political and religious leaders
have clearly shown to the rest of the
world that their paramount concern
has been for the ultimate good of the
Republic of Korea and its people.”

Study Bible as Literature

BUDAPEST~For the first time since
the Communists took over Hungary in
1948-49, the country’s teenagers will
soon be able to study the Bible in
school.

The “’Bible as literature” —not as a
“holy book—is being introduced at
the next semester of Hungary's lycee-
type secondary schools.

Even with this carefully defined
stricture, however, introduction of the
Bible in Hungary’s high-school cur-
riculurn marks a unique step in Eastern
Europe and the Soviet bloc at large.

An educational ministry spokesman
said that the proposed Bible classes
were a compromise in which the
church accepts that the Bible will be
taught as literature rather than as the
Chnristian “’source of faith.”

He said the state, in turn, will refrain
from mixing literary presentation with
the teaching of an atheistic outlook.

Report from the Capltal

Religious Leaders for SALT

GENEVA —American and Soviet
delegates to a World Council of
Churches meeting here jointly urged
ratification of the SALT 1l treaty and
reminded their respective governments
of the “urgent moral imperative” of
disarmament.

The joint communique that resulted
from the three-day talks anticipated
the November meeting of the Helsinki
human rights accords as an opportu-
nity either for “disabling confrontation
or reconciliation between the nations
of the East and the West.”

The Soviet delegations included rep-
resentatives from the Russian Or-
thodox Church, the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church, the All-Union Council of
Evangelical Christian Baptists and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia.

Gives up Citizenship

DETROIT-—~Romanian Orthodox
Archbishop Valerian Trifa has volun-
tarily given up his naturalized U.S.
citizenship on the eve of a federal trial
on charges that he covered up anti-
Semitic, fascist activities in the Nazi
era.

He took the action as the U.S. Dis-
trict Court here began preparations to
hear charges against the 65-year-old
prelate which would have attempted to
prove that he lied to immigration au-
thorities in order to obtain citizenship,
which was granted him in 1957,

Archbishop Trifa was accused of
being a leader of the fascist Romanian
Iron Guard. (RNS)

Churchmen Oppose Law

BRASILIA, Brazil—A controversial
law restricting foreigners in Brazil that
was oﬂposed by the Roman Catholic
Church and opposition parties went
into effect here Aug. 6.

The law stipulates residency re-
quirements and empowers the gov-
ernment to expel anyone in an “irreg-
ular position.”’

Backed by the Council on National
Security, the legislation was seen by

churchmen as a weapon against
reform-minded clergy critical of the
policies of the conservative, military-
led government.

The bill was pending at the time of
Pope John Paul II's visit here in July.
Without referring lo the legislation di-
rectly, the pontiff made a speech call-
ing freedom of movement an inherent
human right.

Refugee Assistance Asked

GENEVA —International religious
agencies dealing with refugees have
been asked to assist the U.S. govern-
ment in bringing African and Middle
Eastern refugees to the United States.

To speed resettlement, a new proce-
dure was announced that will for the
fiest time since World War [ see refu-
gees from Europe, the Middle East and
Africa processed by Foreign Service
consular officers rather than just Im-
migration and Naturalization Service
{INS) staff members.

The majority of next year’s refugees,
some 25,000, will continue to be Soviet
Jews. The second largest number will
be the 8,000 Armenians expected to
leave the Soviet Union. The remaining
number are 3,500 Eastern European
refugees, 1,000 refugees who will be
processed in Bucharest, Romania, and
4,500 miscellaneous groups such as
Afghans, Latin Americans, Middle East
minorities, Ethiopians and other Afri-
cans who will be processed through
the European area agencies with tﬁe
assistance of consulates.

Council Aid Held

BOGOTA, Colombia—The Rev. Al-
fredo Torres, communication secretary
for the Latin American Council of
Churches, was arrested here and held
for 46 hours on charges of being “the
intellectual leader”’ of a protest move-
ment against the government.

He was among 300 persons detained
during a protest against the lack of
government assistance to victims of se-
vere floods that took place last No-
vember. >

Mr. Torres, who is a member of a
church group called the Cruzada
Evangelica, charged that he and other
detainees had been tortured.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Baptist joint Committee staff believes
in fwo-way communication. Reader re-
sponse to the actions taken by this office
and reported in this publication, and to
the feature malerial on these pages
creates worthwhile dialogue and helps
sharpen our understanding of the is-
sues, Letters should be kept to about 200
words, signed, with address. Editors re-
serve the right to edit for length.

To the Editor: . . .an important matter
is being neglected in the voluntary
school prayer controversy. Our public
school system is already the equivalent
of a state church for it is state con-
trolled and financed, and education in-
volves religion. Education cannot be
neutral for it must have a basic philos-
ophy, underlying presuprositions and
beliefs, particular views of man and the
world, notions of right and wrong, a
source of truth, and an ultimate criter-
ion or authority. Someone’s religious
world view or system of thought will
be presented in every classroom. How
is it capsistent with the First Amend-
mdmi¥or the non-theistic religious
vigws of the secularist, materialist,
«?volutionist, humanist, socialist,
atheist, or whatever be allowed in
public schools?

Should not the essential issue be
whether or not the government should

Ricky Norris
Boone, NC

To the Editor: While | appreciate your
offer to write an article discussing the
Massachusetts experience with volun-
tary school prayer ... our office has
continually declined to comment on
the merits of the prayer laws or offer
our personal evaluation of those laws.

Stephen Schultz

Dept. uof the Attorney General

Boston, Massachusetts

(REFLECTIONS, from p. 15}

a Program of Church-State Public Rela-
tions; 3} a Program of Public Affairs In-
formation; and 4) a Program of Correla-
tion of Baptist Influence in the Field of
Church-5tate Relations.

In addition, two regular sources of
inMgmation became chagnels of com-
munication 1o the churciies and to gov-
ernment: REPORT from the CAPITAL,
a monthly periodical, and the weekly
Baptist Public Affairs news service.

Carlson’s tenure was characterized
by involvement in educational issues,

particularly the growing problem of the
place of religion in the public schools.
There were also problems related to
the rise of a new ““civil religion”, in the
grawing intrusion of government
bureaucracy at all levels, and in the af-
fairs of the churches. There were also
developments with religious liberty
abroad in which the Baptist Joint
Committee was helpful.

Dr. James E. Woad, Jr., successor in
1972 of Dr. Carlson, shared the con-
cerns of his predecessor and continued
the practice of biennial Religious Lib-
erty Conferences, with the added
stress upon congregational observance
of Religivus Liberty Day in June cach
year. Human rights on the interna-
tional Jevel was a deep concern to him,
both in his extensive writing and as an
accent characterizing his leadership.
During his tenure, the practice was re-
sumed of filing Amicus Curiae briefs,
due perhaps, to the litigious nature of
society throughout the 1970's.

He was able to probe beneath the
surface and superficial meanings to
formulate statements which could
stand the test of the maost rigid scholar-
ship. This ability gave credibility to the
Baptist Joint Committee on the Wash-
ington scene so that the Agency as it
looks forward to new executive lead-
ership continues to be recognized as a
source of expertise by members of
Congress in church-state issues,
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O Baker, John W. Nontheistic Religions and the First
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Baptist witness in
Public Affairs . . .

Dr. Porter W. Routh is giving leadesship
ta 1the Baptist joint Commitiee as
interim executive direclor. His column
traces the Commiltees’ development as
2 cooperative organizalion of Baplisis in
Washingion.

he First Amendment to the Constitution of the United

States reads: Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiling the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the peopie peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.

Baptists gave leadership to the ¢nactment of this amend-
ment in the person of Isaac Backus of Massachusetts and
John Leland of Virginia, and the Baptist Joint Commitice on
Public Affairs in its forty ycar history has given emphasis
to the amendment in the life of our nation.

There were a few discussions by various Baptist groups
during the 19th century and the early part of the 20th, but it
was not until Rufus Washington Weaver moved to Washing-
ton in 1928 and became both pastor of the First Baptist
Church and secretary of the District of Columbia Baptist
Convention in 1934 that the idea of a committee to work in
this area came into sharp focus.

In 1935, Weaver was named chairman of the Committee
on Chaplains of the Army and Navy, but at the 1936 mect-
ing of the Southern Baptist Convention the name was
changed 10 Committee ont Public Relations and its duties
enlarged to ““confer, to negotiate, to demand just rights that
are being threatened, or to have other incscapable dealings
with the American or other governments.”” IL was under-
stood that the committee would function only when re-
quested by an agency or group.

A similar committee was authorized by the Northern Bap-
tist Convention (now American Baptist Churches) in 1937.
Rufus Weaver was a member of both committees, and the
Northern Baptist resolution added “"when principles held
alike by Northern and Southern Baptists are in any way en-
dangered, this commiltee shall be authorized to act in coop-
cration with the Committee on Public Relations appointed
by the Southern Baptist Convention.” The National Baptist
Convention, U.S.A., INC., in 1939 authorized a similar
committee.

These three committees started working together and de-
veloped ‘A Pronouncement on Religious Liberty” which
they approved in 1939. Two years later the Committee on
Public Relations was set up as a standing committee by
Southern Baptists, and it was authorized “to enter into and
implement conferences by appropriate action with like
committees of other Baptist bodies . . . where matters of
common interest are involved.” Northern Baptists took
similar action.

When the National Baptist Convention of America joined
in 1964 it was reported:

the Baptists of the United States, North and South,
white and colored, have achieved through the Joint Confer-
ence Committee on Public Relations a working fellowship, a
spirit of cooperation, and a unity of purpuose not attained by
any other Committee or agency, because this is the only
agency organically related to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, the Northern Baptist Convention, the National Baptist
Convention, Inc. land the National Baptist Convention of
Americal. Providentially, this Conference Committee has

Reporl from the Capital

been created by the four Conventions at a time of global
crisis in world hislory.”

By 1946, il was voled to establish an office in Washington
with .M. Dawsun of Waco, Texas as the first executive sec-
retary. The primary purpose set forth in the aclion was to
“use every means available (or arousing. not only Baptists
but all others, in the support of universal religious free-
dom.” Funds were provided by the participating conven-
tions for the support of the office.

Over the next few ycars membership in the Committec
cexpanded (o its present eight bodies; the Baptist General
Conference became a member in 1949; the North American
Baptist General Confercnce in 1952; the Baptist Federation
of Canada in 1959; the Seventh Day Baptists in 1963, and in
1965, the Progressive National Baptist Convention.

In 1959, the Baptist Joint Commitice on Public Affairs was
adopted as the name of this committee, its first constitution
stating as the purpose of the Committee in essence, to act in
the field of public relations whenever the interest or rights
of the cooperating Conventions call for conference or
negotiation with the Government of the U.S. . . . or when-
ever Baptist principles are endangered through legislative
action. This called for communication with the churches as
well as with government.

Even before the Baptist Joink Committee was set up with
an office in 1946, there was involvement in church-state is-
sues under the leadership of Rufus Weaver. Stan Hastey, in
his “‘History of the Baptist Joint Committee,” lists the fol-
lowing five issues: 1) Persecution of Baptists in Romania, 2)
Scizuce of Baptist property in Shanghai by Japan, 3) Diplo-
matic Relations with the Vatican, 4} Public Aid to Parochial
Schools, and 5) Religious Liberty Post World War Il—United
Nations.

Under the leadership of Joseph M. Dawson, there was
continued involvement in problems related to tax support
for non-public schoals, religion in the public schools, dip-
lomatic relations with the Valican, and federal funds for sec-
tarian hospitals. Dr. Dawson was also instrumental in or-
ganizing, in 1947, the Protestants and Other Americans
United for Separation of Church and State. He retired in
1953 after seven years as director of the Joint Commitice,
and in 1954 Dr. C. Emmanuel Carlson, Dean of Bethel Col-
lege, St. Paul, MN, assumed office. He served for 17 years.

Dr. Carlson’s approach was based on his experience in the
classroom. He believed lhere should be a solid Biblical
rationale for the work of the Committee; that there should
be group thinking on the part of the Committee itself; that
there should be an educational approach made to the total
Baptist constituency: and that there should be an effort to
develop a consensus in these areas among all Baptists in
North America.

When the Southern Baplist Convention in 1959 asked the
various agencies of the Convention to develop their work on
a program basis, the Joint Committee agreed although it was
an associate organization of the Convenffon. The resulting
four programs for the Joint Committee as approved in 1961
were: 1) a Program of Public Affairs Study and Research; 2)

(Continued on p. 14}
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REVIEWS

DECADE OF DECISION
The Crisis of the
American System

By Michael Harrington, 354 pp.
New York: Simon and Schuster,
$11.95

America has entered a decade of de-
cision in which its old theories and old
polides won’t work. Harringion offers
that thought and this study as a contri-
bution to a “collective effort which will
enable this nation to understand and
master what is happening to it now.”

His concern focuses on the economic
and the social structures of the ration,
the former possessing advantages not
available to the latter. “‘Corporate
power, its increasing concentration
and its unresponsiveness to the mar-
ket” impact negatively on inflation and
unemployment, and call for answers
that are structural in character if they

» .' to be remedial.

~ An anslysis of the steel industry,
found to be as painfully inefficient as it
has been badly managed, provides an
example of a number of themes Har-
rington explores. At the same time, it
illustrates how “inflationary tenden-
cies are built into a system of concen-
trated corporate power in major Amer-
ican industries.”

Multinational energy companies use
their enormous power aver both the
market and the government to the det-
riment of individual consumer and so-
ciety as & whole. Government, which
reasonably should be expected to act in
behalf of the nation’s best interests, in-
stead ““defers to the priorities of the
elite minority” and as a consequence
reinforces the system in which “profits
are private but more and more costs of
those profits are social.” One might
keep their eyes on synfuel for a run-
ning account of how this takes place.”

The concentration of wealth, and the
systems which assist the rich to in-
crease their wealth at the expense of
the poor could be radically altered b
taxing inherited wealth and throug
reforms for the purpose of redistribu-
tion of income.

The decision which is now in process
of being made is not toward revolution
or even a move to the socialist left;
rather, it is toward a revived liberalism
which would be more socialistic
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though not socialist. The call in any
event is for “a new political mobiliza-
tion, as radical in its day as the New
Deal was in the thirties.” (V.T.)

WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR

By Hasrison E. Salisbury, 630 pp. New
York: Times Books, $17.50

You just can’t read anything written
by Harrison Salisbury, whether it is
about the Soviet Union or in this in-
stance the New York Times without
having a sense of being invited behind
closed doors for a briefing on the
heretofore undisclosed story behind
the news. Also to be had is an intrigu-
ing interpretation to the information
we may have in our possession, ex-
panded with insights and drama.

Yet, Without Fear or Favor raises The
Times to heights not fully substantiated
k. and it is
rather doubtful th# the argument has
been made to suE rt the book’s claim
that with the publication of the penta-
gon Papers The Times was transformed
into ““The Fourth Estate, a co-equal

ranch of government.”

Those convinced that the recent
legislation which did not prohibit CIA
and FBI use of the media along with
the church and academia for a cover or
as a source of information fiow might
ponder the instances in which The
Times’ executive and editorial staff
were approached by these agencies for
special treatment or cooperation, Jour-
nalistic integrity is upheld by The Times
but one wonders about the close re-
lationship of its chief executive officers
with members of the government
aEencies. There is room for skepticism
about such close friendships. (V.T.)

FILM REVIEW
Hunger and Public policy

Bread for the Worsld offers three
filmstrips {color, about 20 minutes
each} to help understand the problems
of world hunger and the need for

Christian involvement in public policy
making.
The%i.rst, Hunger and Public Policy is a
EDOd basic introduction to the reality of
unger around the world and in our
own country and the fact that our ef-
forts need to be directed toward public
policy as well as our own projects of
food closets and Christmas baskets,
etc. “In one vote Congress can wipe
out the value of all contributions for
church relief agencies for an entire
year.” “This country, with its great
wealth and energy, has the ability to
wipe out hunger almost overnight. We
can, we just haven’t.”” This first
filmstrip should be a powerful chai-
lenge to those who feel the church
should be concerned only with
“‘spiritual’’ matters. “By creating us
and redeeming us through Jesus
Christ, God has given us a love that
will not turn aside from those who lack
da‘i'lz bread.”

e second filmstrip, Hunger: What
are the Issues? is designed to dramatize
the complex economic and potitical
problems of world hunger. For exam-
ple, “In one recent year, consumers in
the industrialized countries paid about
$200 billion for products made from
raw materials from developing coun-
tries. But the developing countries re-
ceived only $30 billion of that
amount. "

The third filmstrip, Hunger, What
Can I Do? is the story of one person
who joins Bread for the World and de-
velops skills in mobilizing geople to
wrile congressmen on specific legisla-
tion related to hunger as a part of this
Christian action ntework. “Citizenship
took on a whole new meaning for us.”

The first film can be used with upper
elementary children, youth and adults.
The second and third, would be
suggested for youth and adults. They
are available without charge from
Bread for the World, 207 East 16th
Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10003. A contribu-
tion for poslaﬁe would be appreciated.

“We do well at charity, but charity is
not enocugh. To charity we gnust add
justice.” (G.F.)
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