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Threat From Within

AT a time when television and the religious right, if
not prayer and the Scriptures, are being heralded
as the authentic channels of God’s revelatory word for
faith, morals, and political practice, a fresh importance
must be attached to the objectives of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs.

The Committee emphasized its concern over the
perils of civil religion in a statement which calls atten-
tion to the historic Baptist commitment to a free and
open society, with religious liberty for all and a wall of
separation to keep church and state in their own fields.

That such a statement appeared necessary at this time
becomes obvious in light of the publicity given to the
unBaptistic pronouncements of self-acclaimed baptist
leaders.

In Views of the Wall, John Baker explores equal em-
ployment opportunity guidelines with a consistency
often lacking among others who talk obscurely about
“moral” issues without reference to moral principles.

The guidelines are important because morality ad-
dresses the question of ethical conduct, and Christians
want society to treat its citizens as human beings of ul-
timate worth, as those who are not the mere instru-
ments for achieving political, economic or military
dominance. Add religious.

Life beypnd our moral means is by no means certain,
accosding¥to William Sloane Coffin, who currently is
mounting a pacific campaign against war and rearma-
ment. He touches on what might be the idolatry of the
20th century—trusting its potential through nuclear
weaponry in “the age of omnipotence’ to control God’s
earthly creation.

Additional book note: Father Dudko, whose book we
cite, writes as a person deeply committed to the creative
word of God but not an obtuse arch enemy of those
{atheists) who live in ignorance of true faith. A person
of sensitivity and forbearance, he was and perhaps re-
mains an alarming threat to repressive forces within the
Soviet Union.

Confirmed: Suspicions that the politics of electronic
preachers such as Jery Faiwell and James Robison
sprang not so much from their own initiative but came
as a result of a coldly calculated effort by conservative
political strategists was confirmed by Richard A. Vig-
uerie.

In a debate with District of Columbia delegate Walter
E. Fauntroy before a group of religious communicators,
Viguerie told of a game plan which called for the re-
cruitment of TV evangelists into the far-right political
fold.

Fauntroy said he was a “‘strong advocate of the vigor-
ous participation of churchmen . .. in the political
process,’” but he also voiced the concern “that “‘ultra-
right-wing forces’* are taking advantage of “‘many well
meaning born-again Christians” by using Christianity
“against the very concerns for the poor that are at the
heart of our Judeo-Christian faith.*

Victor Tupitza
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WASHINGTON
BSERVATIONS

news/views/trends

REP. JOHN BUCHANAN, R-ALA., withdrew from Alabama's sixth district congressional
race after a series of legal setbacks dashed the Baptist minister's chances of
reelection for a ninth term.

A U.S. Supreme Court action preventing Buchanan's name from appearing on the
ballot as a Whig Party candidate, coupled with the decision of the local board
of electors to disallow stickers imprinted with the veteran lawmaker's name on
them for use on ballots, led to Buchanan's decision, Terry Apple, Buchanan's
administrative assistant, told REPORT.

After Albert Smith's Moral Majority-aided effort toppled Buchanan in Septem-
ber's Republican primary, his candidacy was revived by federal court district
Judge U. W. Clemon's order to place the eight-term incumbent on the ballot as
a Whig. But the revival was short-lived as the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap—
peals in New Orleans stayed Clemon's order and the Supreme Court let stand the
the Fifth Circuit Court's decision.

A sixth district poll taken just before the court decisions showed Buchanan
leading both Smith and Democratic candidate Pete Clifford, but the decisions
barring the incumbent'’s name from appearing on the ballot and banning the use
of stickers left his chances "remote."”

Apple said Buchanan has not announced any plans beyond the conclusions of the
96th Congress which is scheduled to reconvene in a lame duck session Nov. 1l2.

THE CALIFORNIA ATTORNEY GENERAL, faced with a law that goes into effect in mid-
1981 which invalidates his "public trust" theory about churches, has announced
that he has dropped his cases against the Worldwide Church of God and the Faith

Center.

The BJCPA has filed several briefs decrying the assault against a church by the
state as represented in the case of the Worldwide Church of God. The Attorney
General, acting under his interpretation of the law, had obtained a court-
appointed receiver who moved into church offices with the aid of sheriff's
deputies, changed locks, fired ministers and ordered that church contributions

be sent to him,

In a petulant statement the Attorney General announced that he was pulling out
of these cases and dropping prcbes of eight other churches including Van Nuys
Baptist Church, Fresno Chuxch of the Living Word, Lincoln Avenue Church of
Christ in Pasadena, and Church of Our Savior-Lutheran in Bakersfield.

. s -
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B)C Elects James M. Dunn Executive Director;
Studies Dangers in New Religious Right
Statement Cautions Against

Judging Candidates, Issues
On Restrictive Basis

Elizabeth Miller elected B)C’S
THE Baptist Joint Committee on first woman chairperson
Public Affairs, at its semi-annual
meeting in Washington called into
question the “present linkage of pow-
erful religious forces and partisan poli-
tics.”

In a position statement on the dan-
gers of civil religion unanimously
adopted, the Baptist Joint Committee
wamed that “the current activities of
the Religious Right may pose a more "
dangerous threat to the American prin- ... a movement looking for many
ciple of church-state separation than  gther victims.
any previous similar movement.”

Urging all Baptists and other citizens
to work for political causes and candi- "

tes, the statement cautioned against '

* wjAudging candidates as ‘Christian’ or
«" 'non-Christian,” ‘moral” or ‘immoral’

—John Buchanan

National Baptist/President J.H.

e

on the basis of highly selective, essen-
tially political rankings by the Religious
Right.

The statement cited historic Baptist
commitment to the constitutional pro-
visions for church-state separation and
no religious test for public office and
called on voters to ‘“examine candi-
dates both on the basis of their personal
character and on the basis of the public
positions.”

“A careful look at the so-called New
Right reveals that the persons and
ideas bearing that label are really the
old extremists, both religious and
political,”’ said James M. Dunn, who
was elected at the meeting as executive
director of the Baptist Joint Committee.

Dunn, who has been director of the
Texas Baptist Christian Life Commis-
sion gince 1968, said, “There’s a par-
ticular danger in this linkage because it
lends a thin veneer of virtue to the
rigid and outworn economic and politi-
ca} theories of the past.”

The Texas ethicist said that religious
liberty is always threatened “when re-
ligion is made the handmaiden of a
particular ideology.”

“God is minimized in any marriage
of religion and politics,”” said Dunn,
“We wind up making God the national
mascot and that’s civil religion at its
worst.”

An additional warning on the impact
of the marriage of the Religious Right
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and right-wing policies was sounded
by Alabama Congressman John Bu-
chanan, a Southern Baptist minister.
The 16-year House veteran was de-
feated in a September Republican pri-
mary largely through the efforts of
Moral Majority, a conservative political
organization headed by Lynchburg,
Va., electronic preacher Jerry Falwell.

‘] was the first real victim of a
movement that is very much alive in
the United States [and one) that is
looking for many other victims,” said
Buchanan.

Buchanan said the Religious Right is
“greatly encouraged’’ by his defeat but
added, ‘‘their main target is President
Jimmy Carter, without any question.”

The Alabama congressman charged
that the Christian Voice morality index
used against him in the primary was
based on American Conservative
Union issues.

During the meeting, Elizabeth }.
Miller, secretary for issue development
in National Ministries, the American
Baptist Churches, U.S.A., was elected
chairperson of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee. She is the first woman to be
elected to that position.

Others elected included C.). Malloy
Jr., General secretary of the Progres-
sive National Baptist Convention as
first vice chairman; John Binder, execu-
tive secretary of the North American
Baptist Conference as second vice

Jacksen (1) greets Robert Maddox,
religious liaison chief for Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter

chairman; and R.G. Puckett, executive
director of Americans United for Sep-
aration of Church and State as record-
ing secretary.

In addition to adopting a record
budget of $353,995 for 1980-81, the
Baptist Joint Commiltec passed a res-
olution commending Porter Rouih for
his term of service as interim director,
The former executive secretary-treas-
urer of the SBC Executive Committee
will conclude his service Oct. 31. Be-
tween that date and Dunn‘s arrival in
January, John W. Baker, the agency's
general counsel and research director,
will be in charge of day-to-day opera-
tions.

The committee also agreed to post-
pone indefinitely its Religious Liberty
Conference scheduled Fo:,October,
1981, due to the similarity of its theme
and a conference on gavernment inter-
vention in religious affairs planned in
February by several religious groups
including the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, and American Baptist
Churches, U.S.A.

—Larry Chesser
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Executive Promises ‘Aggressive Approach’

]ames M. Dunn, for the past 12 years
director of the Christian Life Com-
mission of the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas, was elected unanimously
as new executive director of the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

The 48-year-old Texas native will as-
sume the top post of the Washington-
based organization on Jan. 1, 1981,

Responding to his election, Dunn
promised an "‘aggressive, broad-
based” approach to government rela-
tions by the Baptist Joint Committee.

He declared his first priority as
“faithfulness to religious liberty and
church-state separation” and said that
the current church-state scene is
characterized by a “'blurring of the
lines” among church people confused
over present developments and by
growing government intervention in
church affairs.

Before assuming the directorship of
the Texas Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission, Dunn was an associate direc-
tor of the same ethical and moral con-
cerns agency, a Baptist Student Union
director and instructor of Bible at West
Texas State University, and pastor and
associate pastor of three Texas Baptist
churches.

Response to election 5

James H. Landes, executive director
of the Texas Baptist exccutive board,
paid tribute to the new Baptist Joint
Committee chief, declaring, “'James
Dunn has made unique and outstand-
ing contributions in applied Chris-
tianity.”” Landes specifically cited
Dunn’s attention to religious liberty,
world hunger, aging and family life.

An ordained minister, the Fort

Statement: The Dangers of Civil Religion

hile the history of church-state

relations in the United States
reveals repeated attempts to identify
the purposes of God with national ob-
jectives, and while recent history dem-
onstrates several efforts to wed reli-
gious fundamentalism to right-wing
politics, the current activities of the
Religious Right may pose a more
dangerous threat to the American prin-
ciple of church-state separation than
any previous similar movement.

Therefore, in view of our historic
Baptist commitment to religious liberty
for all and to its immensely important
corollaries of separation of church and
state and no religious test for public of-
fice provided by the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights, the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs issues the
following statement related to the dan-
gers of civil religion.

1. ‘We reaffirm the constitutional
right and biblical mandate for Chris-
tians to be involved in the political
process and to exercise the God-given
right of freedom of conscience. Because
we celebrate this religious pluralism,
we call into question what we perceive
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to be the present linkage of powerful
religious forces and partisan politics.

2. We call on all Baptists logether
with other concerned citizens to con-
tinue to work for political causes and
candidates in accord with their own
consciences. At the same time we cau-
tion against judging candidates as
**Christian’ or “‘non-Christian,”’
“moral” or “immoral” on the basis of
highly selective, essentially political,
rankings by the Religious Right and we
call on voters to examine the candi-
dates both on the basis of their per-
sonal character and on the basis of
their public positions.

3. We commend those whoe have
demonstrated courage in warning of
the dangers posed by the Religious
Right and urge those who have yet to
speak out on these dangers to do so
now.

4. We encourage the staff of the Bap-
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
to continue monitoring with utmost
care any new developments relating to
the Religious Right and to report their
findings and judgments to our Baptist
constituencies.

Worth native carned a B.A. from Texas
Wesleyan College, B.D. and Th.D. de-
grees from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D.
from the University of London. He cur-
rently serves as a trustee of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

In addition, Dunn currently scrves
on the advisory council of Americans
United for Separation of Church and
State, as national board member of
Bread for the World, and on the gov-
erning board of the Interreligious Task
Force vn U.S. Food Policy.

Dunn has co-authored or contributed
to four books and written for a number
of journals and periodicals. He is a cor-
respondent for Sejourners magazine
and has been a guest editorial writer
for the Dallas-Times-Herald.

Recognition . . .

The Baptist Joint Committee at its
fall mecting expressed “profound
and perpetual gratitude” to Dr. Por-
ter W. Routh for the outstanding
leadership he provided as interim
director while 3
the Search '
Committee
sought a per-
manent direc-
tor.

Dr. Routh,
who last year
retired after 27
years as execu-
tive-secretary-
treasurer of the
Executive Committee of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, was com-
mended for having “orcheslrated
the composite opposition of the
BJCPA and other religious agencies
to 5.450 (over school prayer) with
finesse and aplomb,” and because
the “strength of his personality, the
velvet of his touch, and the power
of his pen’” has enhanced the image
and presence of the agency in the
nation’s capital.

The fall of 1981 will find Dr.
Routh at Southeastern Seminary
where he will lecture in the fields of
denominational administration and
Baptist church history. He will serve
in a similar capacity in 1982 at the
Golden Gate Seminary. Both are
Southern Baptist institutions. Dr.
Routh completed his duties at the
BJC offices on &ctober 31 and re-
turned with his wife, Ruth, to their
home in Nashville, Tennessee.
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John W. Baker

VIEWS OF THE WALL

The First Amendment buift ““a wall of
separation between Church and State” —
Thomas Jefferson in a letter to the Dan-
bury Baptist Association,

“, .. the line of separation, far from
beinia ‘wall’, is a blureed, indistinct, and
variable barrier’’—Chief justice Burger,
temon v. Kurtzman.

HE Equal Employment Opportu-

nity Commission has issued
guidelines under Title VIl of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 which cover an em-
ployer’s responsibility to reasonably
accommodate religious practices of
employees and applicants for posi-
tions. The guidelines will become ef-
fective upon publication in the Federal
Register later this year.

Essentially the guidelines provide
that after an employee or applicant for
a job notifies the employer or the labor
union of his or her need for a religious
accommodation, the employer or labor
union has an obligation to reasonably
accommodate the individual’s religious
practices. They may refuse to accom-

;tmite only if they can demonstrate
an undue hardship would in fact

e f2sult from each available alternative
9* method of accommodation. If there is

more than one method of accommoda-
tion which would not cause undue
hardship, the employer or labor union
must offer the alternative that feast
disadvantages the employee or appli-
cant seeking the accommodation.

The most frequent request for ac-
commodation deals with individuals’
work schedules interfering with their
religious practices. However, dietary
requirements or dress and other
grooming habits must also be accom-
modated.

Some collective bargaining agree-
ments provide that an employee must
either join the union or pay a sum
equal to union dues to the union. The
new guidelines provide that if an em-
ployee’s religious practices do not
permit either of these actions, the em-
ployee may donate a sum equivalent to
the union dues to a charitable organi-
zation,

Applicants for positions will be pro-
tected from an employer’s inquiries
which are aimed at determining their
availability for work on specific reli-
gious days. The employer, however,
could state the normal working hours
for the job and, after making it clear to
the applicant that he or she is not re-
quired to indicate the need for ab-
sences for religious reasons, could ask
the applicant whether he or she is
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otherwise available to work those
hours. Then, after a position is offered,
but before the applicant is hired, the
employer can ask about the need for
religious accommodation and deter-
mine whether an accommodation is
possible.

In the October 1980 ~Views” it was
reported that the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 8th Circuit had reversed a
Missouri U.S. District Court in Chiess v.
Widmar. The Court of Appeals held
that the University of Missouri’s action
in limiting the on-campus activities of
Cornerstone, an officially recognized

*l:]igious orgapizarn, violated the
First Amendment’s prohibition against
the establishment of religion.

The University asked for a rehearing
of the case. This request was denied by
a 6-2 decision of the court. The Uni-
versity has just recently determined
that it will appeal the case to the
United States Supreme Court.

Mississippi College, a Baptist-related
school, has won a partial victory in its
court battle with the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission,

Mississippi College has a written
policy of preferring active members of
Baptist churches in hiring. A female
member of the faculty, who was not a
Baptist, applied for another position
which was ultimately filled by a male
Baptist. The female filed a discrimina-
tion charge with EEOC, alleging sex
discrimination. EEOC issued a sub-
poena seeking information about the
race, color, sex, religion, job classifica-
tion and pay of the faculty. The college
brought the original action challenging
the subpocna.

The U.S. District Court held that the
college’s selection of faculty members
involved matters of church administra-
tion that are exempt from the applica-
tion of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and that the application of Title
VII to a religious institution would
violate the establishment and free
exercise clauses of the First Amend-
ment,

The Court of Appeals remanded the
case to the district court with the in-
structions that if it determines that the
college applied its policy of preferring
Baptists in granting the faculty position
to the male rather than to the female,
then that act is exempt from Title VI
and the EEOC would be precluded
from any investigation to determine
whether the college used the prefer-
ence policy to hide sex discrimination.
On the other hand, if the evidence dis-
closes only that the college’s prefer-
ence policy could have been applicd,
but in fact was not considered in the
hiring decision, the EEQC is not barred
from investigating the sex disctimina-
tion claim.

Muore important to religious schools,
some with cases before the courts, is
the holding that the state does have a
compelling interest in eradicating dis-
crimination and that the First Amend-
ment does not automatically preclude
the application of Title VII to a reli-
gious college’s employment practices.
EEOC v. Mississippi College, F.2d
... {CA 5 1980).

Since 1964, North Carolina has in-
cluded a “Motorists’ Prayer” on its of-
ficial state road map. The prayer in-
vokes the protection of “‘our heavenly
Father.”” A U.S, District Court had held
the prayer to be constitutional because
no one was compelled to read it, the
pral):er did promote safety on the
highway—a legitimate secular pur-
pose—and the map’s limited audience
and distribution did not advance or in-
hibit religion. The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals reversed.

The court held that because a prayer
is religious, its publication on a state
document advances religion, ahd lim-
ited distribution cannot cure the flaw.
The clear effect of any officially com-
pused prayer is to advance religion, the
court said. Also, the court held that the
prayer had a potential for entangle-
menl of the state with religion in a
politically divisive manner. The state
will probably appeal this decision. Hail
v. Bradshaw, . F.2d ___ (CA 4 1980).
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William Sloane Coffin, Jr.

Senior minister of The Riverside Church,
New York City, Dr. Coffin is well-known
for his activist stance for civil rights, and
has been equally engaged in raising pro-
test against war. Through his eifort, the
church has esiablished the Riverside Dis-
armament Program to advocate reversal ol
the arms race.

Is There Life

Beyond Our Moral Means?

The citizens of Utah are begin-
ning to see the true purpose of
the proposed MX missile~that
silo-busting, rocket-destroying system,
with its 10,000 miles of missile roads,
and 5,000 miles of access roads, and,
most of all, its 4,600 so-called "aim
peints.”” In a moment of surprising
cander, Air Force General Allen said
that the system is to act as “"a giant
sponge’’ to absorb the fire power of
“’five thousand Soviet missiles.” In
other words, the people of Utah are
being led as sheep to the slaughter.
They are to be victims of 70% of Saviet
nuclear weaponry, so that American
Minuteman elsewhere can survive,

Said a Mormon Lawyer: 'l don't be-
lieve that the faithful remnant of Mor-
mons should be only Spanish-
speaking.” Protesting the unthinkable
results of a nuclear exchange, he rose
to quote Isaiah: “The earth shall reel to
and fro like a drunkard and shalt be
removed like a cottage; and the trans-
gressions thereof shall be heavy upon
it, and it shall fall and not rise again.”

So we are met in a moment of some
historical magnitude. Prophets have
proclaimed that the unity of human-
kind is less a goal than an obvious
condition of biological survival. In the
words of Raymond Aron, “This is the
century of total warfare.’”” Let us re-
member that the bomb that destroyed
Hiroshima is so small it is not even
considered in treaty negotiations. And
if World War lll becomes a reality, it
will embrace not only Americans but
everyone—friends, foes, the globe
around. The world is now the target of
war. All of us live on the target. To
grasp the immorality of even plotting
such a crime against humankind, we
would have to multiply by ten the
combined atrocities of Attila the Hun,
Tamerlane, Genghis Khan, the Barba-
rians of the Dark Ages, and Adolph Hi-
tler. And while some Germans could
plausibly argue that they didn’t know,
we can’t, We know exactly what's
being planned.

Does that mean that we have all be-
come moral monsters? | think the an-
swer is “no.” [ think it true to say, as
did the historian Ranke: “Every gener-
ation is equi-distant from eternity.” ]
think it fair to say that people in every
generation have striven for power, the
only difference being ours has
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achieved it. This is “‘the century of
total war” because this is “the age of
omnipotence.” What has happened is
curipus,

You know the expression, ‘A man’s
reach should exceed his grasp.” That
means our moral imagination should
stretch beyond what we are able to do.
Now the situation is reversed: what we
are able to do is beyond the reach of
our moral imagination, Our capacity to
destroy is virtually unlimited. But our
capacity to imagine, to feel, to re-
spond is, as always, limited. Thus we
are able to do physically what we can-
not grasp morally. We are living be-
yond our moral means. That is the
heart of our problem. As one man said,
it is possible to repent one murder but
nol a million murders.

These million murders we are plot-
ting are a form of murder when the
murderer remains thousands of miles
away from his victims. His eyes never
see the corpses. His ears are spared the
screams of the dying. The stench of the
burned flesh is untouched by his nos-
trils. Kiiling is so much easier when it
is so far away. so impersonal, so
anonymous.

John Bennett said, “‘Anything is
permitted at a distance.”” That makes
the point. The technological momen-
tum of weapons has outstripped our
moral imagination. We are not moral
monsters, but we are living beyond our
moral means.

So sharply has the cost of violence
riscn that we have to accept austerity
in violence. In fact, in a century of
total war, and in an age of omnipo-
tence, the institution of war has to be
abolished. The new ’‘abolitionists’’
must abolish war.

Let no one say it will be easy. On the
contrary, we shall have to develop a
habit o? heroism, the heroism of love,
and patience, the kind of restraint dis-
played by King Arthur when he found
that his dear friend, Lancelot, was
having an affair with his wife. How
hurt, how humiliated, how vengeful
his feelings must have been. Yet he
said that each of us has to repeat: “This
is the time when violence is not
strength, and compassion is not weak-
ness. And we shall live through this
together. May God have mercy upon
us all.”

This is the time to become the hera

.+« it Is possible to repent
one murder, but not
a million murders.

of the Talmud, the one who turns an
enemy into a friend. For great nations
can no longer afford the luxury of
enemies, Russia may be our toughest
adversary, but not an enemy. Our mor-
tal enemy is war, war itself.

Let us nol argue that we must go to
war to defend selfish interests. They
are not worth it. Nor let us argue that
we must go to war to defend our
demaocratic way of life. Such a2 way of
life will not survive. And let us pro-
claim a new kind of patriotism, which
takes as its object of ultimate loyality,
not the nation-state, but the human
race. (Didn’t Margaret Mead say, “We
have explored the entire planet and
found only one human race?”’)

“Son of man, | have made you a
watchman for the House of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning
from me.”” The people of Utah have
heard the warning, and are proclaim-
ing their opposition to the MX. The
same¢ Mormon lawyer who quated
Isaiah went on to quote from the play,
"Rasenkranz and Gildenstern Are
Dead.” At some point Gildenstern
muses to himself, “There must have
been a time at the beginning when we
still could have said ‘no.’

The citizens of Utah are saying “no”".
and asking that we join them. With
Gunter Gras we must beat our tin
drums in order to drown out the
idiocies we hear about us. We must act
because of our faith, and in the face of
our fears.

It's time and past time that we got
back to the primary agenda of this
planet which is to disarm it. Our gov-
ernment and the government of the
Soviet Union have a major responsibii-
ity. So let’s get on with Salt I1, and Salt
H1, and Sait IV and V. Between us let
us decide what parity looks like goin,
down, instead of going up, and wit
all nations work to rid the world of the
scourge of war. Then, and only then,
the sheep may safely graze.

(Southern Baptists®an work for peace
through the Christian Life Commission
and American Baptists through the
Peace Concerns P}:'ogram or Baptist
Peace Fellowship. ]
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News in Brief

Religion Has No Place
In Partisan Politics

WASHINGTON —Baptist Jeader
jimmy Allen led an inlerfaith panel
here in seeking to put some distance
between mainline American religious
groups and the partisan polilics of the
so-called “Religious Right.”

While affirming the right of all
Americans, including the Religious
Right, to involvement in the political
process, the Protestant, Catholic and
Jewish leaders called a news confer-
ence to protest the partisan activities of
such groups as Moral Majority and
Christian Voice.

They also criticized labeling political
positions as “Christian’’ or "unchris-
tian” and attempts to build a “Chris-
tian Republic.”

Allen, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Radio and Televi-

a bloe vote for a particular candidate or
parlr in the name of religion.”

Allen charged that such an effort
“damages the churches by creating a
political test for religious fellowship,”
and ““damages the state by producing a
religious test for public office,”

George G. Higgins, a Catholic priest
and until Sept. 1 a long-time public af-
fairs specialist for the U.S. Catholic
Conference, was also critical of the Re-
ligious Right's ’“highly partisan
approach’”” which he described as
“’strangely selective and extremely
simplistic.”

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum of the
American Jewish Committee chal-
lenged the assertion of some New
Right spokesmen that the nation’s
founders envisioned a “Christian Re-
public.”

‘Church Plan’ Reinforces

sion Commission and also a member 0{~ Separati Ol'l. Pri' Cipl e

the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
fairs, described the new right as a

o very complex constellation of

1

pco‘}:le

The former SBC president said the
New ijht is not really new, because
many of them have been around for a
long time in the political right and have
found a new place to work in the reli-
gious electronic world.”

Contending that persons on the ex-
treme right and left have both the right
and responsibility to hold and share
points of views in “the marketplace of
ideas,” Allen said they did not have a
right to “label their political solutions
as THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER and re-
ject as unchristian those who address
the problem’s solution in another
way.”’

Charles V. Bergstrom, executive di-
rector of the office of governmental af-
fairs, Lutheran Council in the U.S.A,,
agreed, calling such an approach “ar-
rogant.”’

Although Moral Majority and its
leader, Jerry Falwell, label their ac-
tivities as non-partisan, the Lyn-
chburg, Va. television preacher has
rublicly announced his plans to vote
or Republican presidential candidate
Ronald Reagan. Christian Voice is
more overtly partisan in its endorse-
ment of the Republican nominee
through a “Christians for Reagan” or-
ganization.

Decrying such activity, Allen said
the principle of separation of church
and state was never meant to produce
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WASHINGTON—Congress gave
final approval here to pension legisla-
tion containing a ’’church pian’’
amendment whicn preserves the right
of denominationa! workers and mis-
sionaries to participate in denomina-
tional retirement plans.

The Senate agreed by a voice vote
and the House voted, 324-1, to ap-
prove the conference report on H.R.
3904, clearing the measure for Presi-
dent Carter’s signature. Primarily,
H.R. 3904 amends the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974
(ERISA) to strengthen financially-
troubled, multi-employer pension
plans, but it also contains a “church
plan” amendment introduced in the
Senate Finance Committee by Sen.
Herman E. Talmadge, D-Ga.

Without the amendment, ERISA
would have excluded virtually all de-
nominational workers outside local
¢hurch ministries from denominational
retivement plans by 1983.

“The action definitely is a clear rein-
forcement of the principle of separa-
tion of church and state,” said Darold
H. Morgan, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Annuity Board
and chairman of the Church Alliance
for Clarification of ERISA—a coalition
of 27 different Protestant, Catholic and
Jewish groups which pushed the Tal-
madge amendment.

Morgan said the successful passage
of the “church plan’™” amendment “rep-
resents a tremendous interdenomina-

-

- Quoting ——
Faith and Politics

How is Christian faith related to 1
the political order? . . . every for-
mulation of the Christian message
has some political meaning. Even
the declaration that the Gospel
wholly transcends this world and
hence stands above politics has
political meaning. At the same time,
it is important to keep faith and
politics clearly apart. If theologians
identify the promised kingdom too
closely with the utopia that rules
their political commitment, they
tend to deny true faith to Christians
whose politics is different from their
own. Such a politicization of the
Gospel is unacceptable. Within
fidelity to the Christian message
there are normally several political
commitments.

Faith and politics are mediated by
a particular utopia, an image of fu-
ture possibility which is related to
the Christian message, which can
stand up under the moral norms of
the Scriptures, but which is not
wholly determined by it and which
may therefore be accompanied by
other utopias that are equally re-
sponsible from a theological view-
point. On the other hand, if a Chris-
tian holds a view that endorses the
present economic system and the
political order that protects it, then
he is reconciled to a society of the
future in which the larger section of
mankind will be marginalized or
even pushed into starvation-—and
this is unacceptable. In today’s situ-
ation Christians must be radical cri-
tics of present society. They must be
utopian.

From A Debate over Utoeia" bg Gre%-
ory Baum, The Ecumenist, Vol. 18 No. 4,
May-june 1980. Copyright 1980 Paulist
Fathers, Inc. Use {iy Permission of
Paulist Press.

tional effort with many, many people
having [had) input.”

The Talmadge amendméft clarifies
the definition of an employee of a
church, convention or association of
churches to include any “‘duly or-
dained, commissioned, or licensed
minister of a church in the exercise of
his ministry, regardless of the source
of his compensation,” as well as all
non-ordained employees of church
agencies and institutions.
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City Must Collect Funds
For Outdoor Platform

PHILADELPHIA~~The U.S. Court of
Appeals has upheld a district court
order telling Philadelphia to collect
$204,569 from the Catholic Archdiocese
for an outdoor altar platform used by
Pope John Paul {1 during his visit here
a year ago.

City Solicitor Alan }. Davis said
Philadelphia appealed the ruling of fast
Nov. 9 by U.S, District Judge Raymaond
). Broderick because of an argreement
with the archdiocese that the latter
would pay for the platform “if the city
carried the litigation to its final judg-
ment,”

Judge Broderick had ruled that using
taxpayers’ money to build what
amounted to an putdoor church vio-
lated the constitutional separation of
church and state,

The archdiocese had offered to pay
for the platform at the vutset but the
then Mayor Frank L. Rizzo refused to
accept the funds. The American Civil
Liberties Union joined by an American
Baptist Churches clergyperson, then
filed suit to force the city to collect.

Bible Study Courses Vary;
Cannot Promote Belief

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—A U.S.
district judge has upheld the constitu-
tionality of Bible study courses in the
Chattanooga school system while rul-
ing that those used in surrounding
Hamilton County public schools violate
church-state separation.

Judge Frank Wilson had ruled in
February 1979 that both sets of courses
used at that time violated church-state
separation. He suggested that they be
redesigned so as to meet constitutional
standards.

In his ruling on the revamped pro-
gram in Chattanooga schools, the
judge stated that “‘the intent and pur-

ose of the lessons appear to be secu-
lar,” and that they neither advanced
nor inhibited religion.

But Judge Wilson said the new pro-
gram in Hamilton County schoofs con-
tained lessons that “tend to promote
religious belief and not to convey the
Bible’s titerary, historical, or social
themes in a nonreligious or secular
manner.”
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Borrowing of Textbooks
Permitted in Ruling

LOS ANGELES—A three-judge
panel of the State Court of Appeals
here voted unanimously to uphold a
California law which allows parachial
school students to barrow public
school textbooks at na cost.

The California Teachers Association
contended in suits that the law enacted
in 1972 vielates constitutional separa-
tion of church and state.

Judge Thomas T. Johnson, found
that even if the benefits of the loan
program to parochial schaols were
great, they were nevertheless, “indi-
rect and incidental ™ x

“Under the United States Constitu-
tion, indirect and incidental benefits to
religious schools are permissible so
long as the direct beneficiaries of a
textbook lvan program are the indi-
vidual students and their parents,
rather than the churches operating the
parochial schools.” the judge wrote.

The opinion affirmed a previous trial
court finding that the plaintiffs failed
to show that the program had any “di-
rect, immediate and substantial effect
of promating religious purposes,” or
that it constituted a direct public ex-
penditure for the benefit of a private
sectarian school,

Statue on Federal Land
Target of ACLU Suit

OKLAHOMA CITY—The American
Civil Liberties Union vowed to file a
lawsuit to remave a statue of Christ
and buildings used in Easter pageants
from a wildlife refuge in the Wichita
Mountains.

The civil rights group charged that
the presence of 23-foot “Christ of the
Wichitas” statute on federal land near
Lawton, Okla., violates the First
Amendment ban against government
“establishment” or preference for a
particular religian,

An Ohio university professor com-
plained about the structures to his
congressman and ta the ACLU after a
visit to the refuge last fail.

‘Squatters’ School Moves
Classes to Baptist Church

FOREST HILL, La.—Students barred
by a federal judge from attending a

school set up by parents opposed to
mandatory busing have been attending
classes at three local Baptist churches
instead.

One of the protesters said the classes
at the ad hoc “community learning
center'’” were taught by certified
teachers and others with at least a col-
lege degree.

The Forest Hill Elementary School,
where the children used to go, was
closed after a 10-year court battle over
desegregation of the Rapides Parish
public school system. Parents ran a
“sguatters schoal” for 170 pupils at
Forest Hill until Federal Judge Nauman
Scott threatened to fine them up to
$300 a day.

Americans United Brief
Supports SBC Seminary

NEW ORLEANS—Americans United
for Separation of Church and State
filed a brief here supporting a South-
ern Baptist seminary’s bid to block fed-
eral government requests for race, sex
and salary data on its employees.

The lobby group charged in its friend
of the court brief that the data request
by the federal Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission constitutes “an
impermissible governmental intrusion
under the religious clauses of the First
Amendment and inhibits its right of
free exercise of religion.” The gavern-
ment also failed to show any compel-
ling state interest in obtaining the in-
formation.

The brief was filed with the Third
Circuit Court of Appeals in New Or-
leans, where the federal agency has
appealed a lower court decision it lost
against the Southwestern Baptist
TEeo]ogicaI Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas.

The federal district court judge there
ruled in January 1980 that aperation of
the seminary was a “religious activity
entitled to the highest degree” of fed-
eral protection. Seminary President
Russell Dilday,Jr., argued at the time
that EEOC junsdiction over the semi-
nary would also mean jurisdiction over
the whole Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.
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Global 2000 Report Advises That
Development, Environment Not at Odds

tarvation and overcrowding, in-

tensified by increasingly short
supplies of food, energy, water and
land, pose a growing threat to glubal
peace and political stability, says a new
government report.

~If present trends continue,”’ the re-
port said, “‘the world in 2000 will be
more crowded, more polluted, less
stable ecologically, and more vulnera-
ble to disruption than the world we
live in now.”

In the looming scramble for national
survival, “the tensions that coald lead
to war will have multiptied,”” the re-
port concluded. *‘The potential for con-
flict over fresh water alone is under-
scored by the fact that out of 200 of the
world’s major river basins, 148 are
shared by two countries and 52 are
shared by three to 10 countries.”

The study, ordered by President Car-
ter in 1977, was hailed by administra-
tion officials as the first, most com-
prehensive attempt to analyze popula-
lion, resource and environmental
trends all at once, and to describe the
inter-relationships among them.

The Global 2000 Report to the Presi-
dent, as it is called, was compiled by
the State Department and the Council
on Environmental Quality in coopera-
tion with several federal agencies, in-
cluding the Departments of Agricul-
ture, Energy and Interior, the Bureau
of the Census, the Central Intelligence
Agency and the National Science
Foundation.

In a letter conveying the report to
the president, the authors asserted that
“the necessary changes in the world
order go beyond the capability of any
single nation,”” and urged the United
States to undertake exemplary initia-
tives toward grand-scale international
cooperation.

“Hundreds of millions of people are
now trapped in a condition of abject
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Walker, Wykit Tee, Somebady's Calltng My Nome, Blacl
Sarred Music axd Sovin) Change (Gayl Fowler) 06 F

Woodward. Bob and Scott Armstrang, TAe Brethren. in-
sule 3B Supreme Cowtt (John W Baker) 16 My

FILMS
Hunger and Publu Policy, Hunger: Whas are ihe (ssues? and

Hunger: Whet Can | Do? {Gayl Fowler) 16 0
Ihe National Hamdgun Test {Gayl Fowler) 18 )1
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poverty,”” the letter said. ‘‘People at
the margin of exislence musl take
cropland, grazing land, and fuel where
they can find it, regardless of the ef-
fects upon the earth’s resource base.
Sustainable cconomic development,
coupled with environmental protec-
tion, resource management, and family
planning is essential.”

In response to the report, President
Carter pledged to establish a Cabi-
net-level Task Force on Global Re-
sources and the Environment to be
headed by Gus Speth, chairman of the
Council of Environmental Quality.

The report’s projections were de-
picted as conditions thal are “Yikely 1o
develop™ if public policies around the
world remain relatively the same.

The wuorld population growth will
abate somecwhat, butl the ever-ex-
panding base¢ will guarantee much
larger increases, mostly in the poor
and less developed nations, the report
concluded. Global population is ex-
pected to grow from about four billion
in 1975 to 6.35 billion by 2000.

The production of goods and serv-
ices in the less developed countries
will accelerate more rapidly than in in-
dustrialized countries, but the gulf be-
tween rich and poor was expected to
grow more distant.

Barring any drastic climactic
changes, world production of food in
2000 should climb up 90 percent over
1970 levels. But energy costs and other
factors involved in wringing more pro-
duce from the same amount of land
will push the real price of food up 95
percent— not counling currency infla-
tion—over the 30-year period.

Most of the anticipated increase in
production will be devoured in coun-
tries where the average diets are al-
ready better than adequate. But in
some areas of Asia, Africa and the
Middle East, per capila consumption
may stay the same or even decrease.

The world catch of fish, once fore-
seen as a vital alternative protein
source, has not grown in 10 years. The
deleterious effects of pollution and ex-
cessive harvests of major fishing
grounds have far outweighed advances
in maritime farming and the calch of
non-traditional marine species.

World energy demand is expected to
increase 58 percent between 1975 and
1990, the reporl coacluded, Oil will
remain as the world’s leading encrgy

source, providing nearly half the total
supply. Nuclear cnergy use will in-
crease most rapidly, 226 percent by
1990.

A more serious projeclion, affecting
the less developed nations, ts the even-
tual scarcity of fuel wood, the pvor
person’s regular energy source. “If
present trends continue, both forest
cover and growing stocks of commer-
cial-size wood in the less developed
regions . . . will decline 40 percent by
2000, the report said. The deforesta-
tion pattern was expecied to exact the
greatest toll in the tropical forests of
the developing world.

Regional water shortages, already
S¢rigus in many underdeveloped arcas,
are likely to worsen over the next 20
years as deforesiration lessens the
capacity of the land to retain water and
pollution makes more of it unfit for
consumption. Pesticides which now
boust agricultural production alse
present a threat to the future of crop-
lands and people.

Despite scattered reports of progress
in combatting air pollution, the overall
quality of air is likely to deteriorate fur-
ther over the next 20 years as the in-
dustrialized nalions burn more oil, coal
and other hydrocarbon fuels. Increased
carbon monoxide levels in the air
could, in the opinion of many scien-
tists, raise the world’s temperature
with disastrous consequences.

Nuclear energy and the proliferation
of nuclear weaponry will place much of
the world’s population in deeper risk
of radioactive contamination and de-
struction. “’No nation has yet con-
ducted a demonstration program for
the satisfactory disposal of radioactive
wasles, and the amount is increasing
rapidly,” the report pointed oul.

Finally, the report foresces the ex-
tinction of between half a million and
two million plant and animal species,
or about 15 to 20 percent of all genetic
species on earth, by the year 2000.
Much of this will be brought about
“because of loss of wild habitat but
also in part because of pollution,” the
report said.

Despite the litany of impending dis-
asters, Mr. Speth of the Council on
Environmental Quality, said: “This is
nol a council of“despair. We have an
opportunily because of this timely
warning to address these issues before
it is loo late.”
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Refugee Quota for 1981
Reduced by About 14,000

WASHINGTON—The U.5. refugec
quota for 1981 will be reduced by about
14,600 from this year’s total, to partly
compensate for the unexpected flond of
some 130,000 Cubans and Haitians, the
Carter Administration said.

Attorney General Benjamin R. Civiletsi
told the Senate Judiciary Committee that
the 1981 U.S. refugee quota will be
217.000. This includes some 168,000 In-
dochinese who will be admitted under
an emergency program. The 1981 refu-
gee budget is $690 million.

To be admitted in fiscal 1981 under
normal procedures are 37,500 from the
USSR and Eastern Europe, 4,500 from
the Near East, 3,000 from Africa, and
4,000 from Latin America. The quota
recommendation in 1980 for Latin

* oMcrican refugees was 20,000.
~ Under provisions of the 1980 Refugee
«*  Act, up to 50,000 refugees may be admit-
ted under normal procedures and special
provisions may be approved for admis-
sion of other refugees in emergencies.

Meanwhile, pledged to resettle 20 per-
cent of this year's wave of Cuban refu-
gees, the National Council of Churches’
Church World Service agency has al-
ready reached the halfway mark toward
its goal. By early August over 5,000 cases
representing roughly 14,000 people had
been placed in new homes—a dramatic
increase over the slow pace during the
program’s first month.

CWS Immigration Director Nancy L.
Nicale credits the churches and particu-
larly the Cuban community for re-
sponding to what she calls one of the
greatest challenges ever faced by her or-
ganization.

According to Nicalo, about 40 percent
of the cases assigned to CWS have been
resettled by reuniting refugees with
friends and refatives already in this
country. CWS staff working in four
camps around the country do their best
to track down families or friends and ar-
range for an immediate reunion.

“The exodus of refugees from Cuba
confirms a fact that many observers have
long suspected,” she adds. “Economic
and social conditions in Cuba are indeed
hard. While there is little desperate pov-
erty, there is a general depression with
fimited amounts of consumer goaods.
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*wvho is now in Br

Certainly the differences between Florida
and Cuba are great.”

Arias Freed By Bolivians

VALLEY FORGE — The Rev. Mor-
timer Arias, general secretary of the
Confederation of Evangelical Meth-
odist Churches in Latin America, was
released from prison in Bolivia where
he had been held a prisoner of the mili-
tary junta which seized power last
July.

Dr. Arias, who is scheduled to give the
keynute address for American Baptists at
an Evangelism Luncheon to be held at
their biennial meeting in Puerto Rico
next June, had been visiting Methodist
churches in Bolivia when he was cap-
tured.

Word of the release of Dr. Arias,
il, had been re-
ceived from Brazilifn Methodist lead-
ers. His connections with the World
Council of Churches and other social-
activist groups were reportedly in-
volved in the gavernment'’s decision to
detain him. {ABNS}

World Council Faulted

TORONTO—An alleged imbalance in
input the World Council of Churches
(WCC) receives on Middle East issues
has drawn lhe concern of its Committec
on Judeo-Christian Dialogue headed by
theologian Krister Stendahl.

Jewish leaders and some Christians in
the dialogue group have noted that the
very structure of the WCC fosters an im-
balance. While Arab Christians sym-
pathetic 10 a Palestinian point of view
press their case as members of the WCC
Central Committee, Jews lack a direct
voice since they cannot hold member-
ship in the ecumenical body.

Jewish leaders reacted angrily to a
statement on Jerusalem that had
criticized the [sraeli government’s proc-
lamation of the reunited city of Jerusalem
as its capital and called for international,
interreligious consultations to determine
the future character of the city.

Chaired by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
national director of interreligious affairs
for the American Jewish Committee, the
Jewish group charged that the WCC
statement “is wholly political in charac-
ter and is flagrantly partisan; it disre-
gards established facts and distorts real-

ity.”

In response to the Jewish statement,
the Christian members of the WCC
dialogue said they recognized a need for
better communications at the top level of
the WCC.

Church Returns to Airwaves

WARSAW—For the first time in more
than 30 years of Communist rule in Po-
land, the Roman Catholic Church has
begun regular weekly broadcasting of
Sunday Mass.

The airing of the inaugural Mass over
a state-controlled national facility, with
transmission over three stations, was
one of the concessions obtained by
striking shipyard workers on the Baltic
coast when they won the right to set up
independent labor unions.

Ban Exempts Mother Teresa

CALCUTTA—West Bengal authorities
denied that Mother Teresa of Calcutta
had been banned from sponsoning new
welfare programs for the poor in the
state’s tribal areas.

An earlier report from New Delhi on
All-India radio said that Mother Teresa’s
Missionaries of Charity and 11 other
foreign-aided charilable agencies had
come under a state ban because of their
alleged links with separatist movements
in the tnbal areas.

CARE, Oxfam, the Salvation Army,
and the Assembly of God are among the
restricted organizations. But West Bengal
State Chief Minister Jyoti Sasu said that
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity
"“are abuve reproach and have not been
asked to wind up their welfare activities
in the state.”

Breakthrough in Evangelism

SYDNEY—Dr. Alan Watker, the Aus-
tralian director of World Evangelism for
the World Methodist Council (WMC)
visited the German Democratic Republic,
Hungary and Tallin, in the Soviet Union,
last month for a series of evangelistic
meetings. The meetings in Tdllin, the
capital of the Estonian Soviet Socialist
Republic were the first series of
evangelistic meetings, led by a foreign
visitor, to have been permitied and the
state allowed the largest Lutheran
churches in the country to be used for
the mission. Over 2,500 people packed
the 13th Century St. Olavs’ Church for
the opening meeting. (EPS)
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Protest U.S. Policy

WASHINGTON-—United States policy
toward South Korea is being determined
by military leaders in the Pentagon
rather than by civilians in the White
Hause or the State Department, a Uniled
Methodist executive charged there.

Peggy Billings, a staff executive of the
United Methadist Women's Division and
chairperson of the North American Co-
alition for Human Rights in Korca, made
the accusatlion in a statemenl submilted
to the House Subcommittee on Asian and
Pacific Alfairs.

Her comments were based on conver-
sations she had had while in South
Korea in August representing the (U.S.)
National Council of Churches. Ms. Bil-
lings said she had made the trip to “ex-
press concern of the National Council for
the familics of those who are presently
on tnal and for the welfare of the de-
fendants themselves.”

She said South Koreans had asserted
that U.S. policy is being carried out
through Gen. John Wickham and not
through Ambassador William H. Gleys-
teen. As evidence, the Korcans cited
Gen. Wickham’s “acquiescence” in Gen.
Chun Doo Hwan’s use of troops to quelt
the Kwangju uprising in May and the
U.S. general’s “‘endorsement of Chun's
designs on the presidency” in a Los
Angeles Times interview.

According to Ms. Billings, the return
of Gen. Wickham to Korea “with State
Department support or acquiescence’
appears to be final proof that the military
have sel U.S. policy in that country.

Ecumenial Press Service reported that
the Rev. Im Ki-yoon, a Methodist minis-
ter in Pusan, South Korea, has diced in
prison in that country. A victim of the
current military oppression throughout
South Korea Im Ki-yoon was arrested on
19 July. He was known to have been un-
conscious on 20-21 July and is now re-
ported to have died on 26 July.

Mr. Im Ki-yoon is only one of many
Christians who have suffered and con-
tinue to suffer in the current ferment in
South Korea. On the 17 July three Pro-
testant ministers were among a total of
21 people amrested in Seoul, the capital.
Others arrested at the time included uni-
versity professors, lawyers and jour-
nalists.

In a telegramme from Korea late last
month it is stated that the “military’s
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goal is nol eradication of corruption,
though this is widely published, but the
climination of the demacratic people.

Meanwhile, Dr. Chester ). Jump, jr.,
executive director of International Minis-
tries, American Baptist Churches, joined
other national church leaders in urging
the Carter administration to make a
stronger protest against the conviction
and sentencing of 24 leaders opposed to
the dictatorship government in South
Korea,

A military court hastened the trial
prucess, convicting Catholic layman and
opposition leader, Kim Dae Jung, on
what are considered trumped-up
charges, as well as 23 other democratic
advocates. About half of the latter group
are Chnstians and al lcast four of these
are ministers of Christian churches in
South Korea,

The prisioners were kept in isolation
for 81 days, interrogated mercilessly
close to the point of mental breakdown,
and forced to sign false confessions.
They have been denied access o coun-
sel, except court-appointed lawyers, and
allowed only a semblance of a defense.
The severity of the senlences dooms
those who are older, and Mr. Kim faces
the death penalty for treason against the
state.

In letters addressed to President
Jimmy Carter, Secrelary of State Ed-
mund Muskie, Senator Richard Sch-
weiker, and Representative Lester Wolff,
and dated September 23, Dr. Jump urges
the administration to use “its consider-
able influence in South Korea to register
the strongest protest over this action.”

Israel Rejects Inquiry

LONDON—Israel has rejected a call
from Amnesty International (Al) to sel
up a public and impartial inquiry into
complaints of ill-trcatment of Arabs sus-
pected of security offenses in the
[sraeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strp territories..

Asserting in the report that Isracli au-
therities “had not been able to refute
persistent complaints of brutality,” Al
urged the Israeli government to change
security procedures ‘‘to bar the ill-
treatment of suspects.”

According to Al, security mcasures
permit the holding of suspects tncom-
municado for long periods and reliance
on “uncorroborated” confessions to con-
vict them.

Israel, said Mr. Zamir, faces an “ex-
ceptional secunity ditemma,” adding, “'In
these circumstances, the queslion of
human rights takes on a very different
complexion.”

The Al report, in a comment on the Is-
raeli response, said that while interna-
tional conventions permit governments
to take EMUTgEncy measurs, "(hey re-
quire the protection of fundamental
human nghts.”

Activist Gets Probation

MOSCOW — Russian Qrthodox reli-
gious activist Lev Regelson, who confes-
sed o “anti-Soviet” activitics, has been
placed on probation for five years.

A lay leader of a group called the
Christian Seminar on Problems of Reli-
gious Renaissance. he was arrested last
December, and pleaded guilty of the
charge of “anti-Soviet agitation and
propaganda” by publishing and sending
abroad matenals “calumniating the
Soviet state and social system.”

He said that he had changed his at-
titude ““at the end of an intemnal process,
without pressure.”

One of his former colleagues, Alex-
ander Ogorodnikov, the founder of the
Christian Seminar was recently sen-
tenced to 11 years of hard labor and
internal exile for “anti-Soviet” aclivitics.

The seminar has attracted a number of
young Russian Orthodox intellectuals
concerned with religious revival in the
officially atheist Soviet state.

One of Mr. Regelson'’s friends, distres-
sed at his apparent change of attitude,
called it a “veritable tragedy” for the
seminar movement, which was designed
to intensify spirituality ir the Russian
Orthodox tradition, (RNS)

Taiwan Rejects Appeal

TAIPEL TAIWAN—AR appeal against
the seven-year sentence on the Rev. Kao
Chung-Ming, general secretary of the
Presbyterian Church of Taiwan has been
rejected by the Taiwan National Defence
Ministry. Also rejected were appeals
made on behalf of four others sentenced
at the same time as Kao Chung-Ming.

All five were accused of harbouring
Shih Ming-Teh, general manager of the
now-banned "“Formosa” magazine, fol-
lowing incidentg-growing out of a public
demonstration for human rights on 10
December 1979, in the city of Kachiung.
Shih Ming-Teh is now serving a sen-
tence of life-imprisonment.
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UESTION: What are you doing?

These interviews are propaganda
and agitation, and they're forbidden.
They can get you for that.

ANSWER: What can I say? “They’'ll
get you. ..” So what? Should 1 stop
doing God’s work out of fear? So why
did I become a priest? Why is it written
in the Gospel, “The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep”? Why
did Christ say, "“Go and preach’?
People are saved by preaching. Should
1 then be afraid? For whom is it said,
“Be insistent both in season and out,
convince, rebuke’’? Let’s also recall the
Acts of the Apostles., When they were
forbidden to speak about Christ, how
did they answer? “Obey God first,
then man,” That's how. God sent me to
preach, and just because someone
doesn’t like it, am I supposed to
quit? . . .

Propaganda and agitation are for
atheists. We use sermons. A sermon
can take any form, including questions
and answers. [t won’t do any good to
threaten me. I'm ready for anything.
By the way, a sermon acquires even
greater power when ‘people suffer for
it. 'm ready to suffer. The atheists

# wplild probably like us to read an arti-
e from Notebook of an Agitator and
«*  Propagandist in church but ! will not do
s0. Preaching is needed now more than
ever, and if the question-and-answer

format attracts people, it has to be
used. [ rejoice that people are coming
to these discussions. I'm doing God'’s
work. I'm irying to save people, I'm
pursuing no other goal! Atheism has
corrupted people. Drunkenness, de-
bauchery, the breakdown of the family
have all appeared. There are many
traitors betraying each other and our
country. Atheism can’t hold this back.
Faith is what’s needed. I'm convinced
on the basis of experience that when a
person believes he stops drinking and
indulging in lust. He becomes honest,

Our Hope
Dmitsi Dudko

and, finally, he becomes a patriot, If
this is so, then [ must preach. If they
forbid me to preach from the pulpit, I'll
speak from outside the pulpit. If they
throw me in jail, I'll preach even there.
Preaching’s my main job. Everyone
who thinks only of his own security is
threatened with destruction. It's a
crime.

% | preach so !hatﬂeople will turn
away from desfruction. [ have no other
goal. I'm saying this so that everyone
can hear. If the thugs who'd try to in-
timidate me by asking this question are
in church right now, let them hear. |
don’t go to the Atheists” Club. 1 don’t

go out on streetcorners. ! speak inside
the church. The atheists can speak
anywhere—in the papers, in the.
movies, in all the clubs. But we—can't
we even speak in church? Then what
kind of freedom of conscience is
there?, . .
May God preserve you all.

Ed. Note: Many Christians, religious
leaders and human rights advocates in
the West were distressed to learn that
the Rev. Dmitri Dudko, a Russian Or-
thodox priest, had “recanted of anti-
Soviet activities”’. His confession,
whose validity is questioned, came
over public television and followed six
months imprisonment and countless
hours in secret interrogations, accord-
ing to news sources.

Father Dudko’s troubles began when
authorities objected to the religious-
Eolitical question/answer discussions

e held Saturday evenings at his Mos-
cow parish. Initially barred from these
activities, he was eventually removed
to a provincial parish outside the capi-
tal where he continued the practice; ar-
rest followed. This selection from his
book illustrates something of the pro-
found faith and Christian dynamic of a
courageous priest. [t is available
through St. Viadimir’s Seminary Press,
Crestwood, NY.
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C.J. Malloy Jr.

The Rev. C. ). Malloy )r., General

Secretary of the Progressive Nalional

Baptist Coavention, Inc., had earlier

served as Minister of Stewardship De-

velopment. He is the masl recent de-

. nominational head to join the BJC
board.

[

REFLECTIONS

Let’s Talk

hen war was announced re-

cently between lran and
Iraq, my daughter commented,
“wouldn’t it be great if nations
could settle their differences by
talking instead of resorling to vio-
lence.” How profound, 1 thought,
and my mind began te drift back to
the confrontation between Cain and
Abel. 1 fantasized, suppose they had
been able to settle their argument by
means of dialogue-~what a differ-
ence in the course of human events,
But the fantasy continued through
the Old Testament and abruptly
stopped with Jesus. Suppose the
Anointed One had talked Himsclf
out of the crucifixion—what then
might have been? What would have
happened if Paul could have estab-
lished a peace conference between
the jews and the Gentiles?

Yet, my imagination still ran ram-
pant. What if religious organizations
had been able to settle differences in
an amicable manner? What a strug-
gle there has been in the history of
man in terms of his religion and his
preferences. Indeed, there has been
much suffering because men and
women were unable to talk, and
what has happened, we have be-
come drastically sectionalized.
Without a doubt, we have splintered
ourselves too much.

Nearly twenty years ago, the Pro-
gressive National Baptist Conven-
tion, Inc., (PNBC) was born—or [
should say, fashioned out of the Na-
tional Baptist Convention USA, Inc.
PNBC emerged because Christian
men and women could not talk.
However, this peculiar drcumstance
is not restricted to PNBC and NBC,
bul includes Christian bodies all
over the world. )

Progressive National Baptists
have grown tremendously in two
decades. The convention observes
tenure, has a full time General Sec-
retary, and adopts a unified budget.
As a denominational body, PNBC
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participates in local and world af-
fairs, and supports missionary
causes at home and abroad.

I am particularly proud to be a
part of the Progressive National
Baptist Convention, because it tries
to work out the many problems en-
countered by talking. In the early
seventies we talked, and partici-
pated with the American Baptist
Churches, USA in a capital funds
drive to aid minority causes. This
was the first time that two major
denominations of different races—
one predominantly white and the
other predominantly black—had at-
tempted such a venture. We talk
teday and share in the fellowship of
the Baptist World Alliance. We talk
and support the National Council of
Churches, World Council of
Churches, and a number of other
leading religious and civic organiza-
tions. Yes, we talk and contribute to
colleges and universitivs throughout
America.

One of my personal highlights as
a Baptist was a July 29, 1980, meet-
ing of three denominational
afficers—~American Baptist, South-
ern Baptist, and Progressive
Baptist—before a subcommittee of
the Judiciary Committee of the
House of Representatives involving
the issue of schoolroom prayer.
What impressed me more than what
was being said was what was being
demonstrated—a display of unity.
We were engaged in a matter that
expressed our desire for Religious
Liberty—our common denominator.
We have the same desires and ba-
sically we are going the same way
and doing the same thing. We agree
and disagrer, and reserve that right,
but we should continue to do so in
love and also in a willingness ta sce
another’s point of view.

I still continue to dream about a
better society. I long to see the day
when economic conditions will im-
prove and everyone can appreciate a

decent meal and a place to live. |
dream of times when blacks, whites,
reds, yellows and browns wilt work
together in peace. However, | am
cognizant of the fact that some need
more assistance then others, so we
have our duty as disciples to help
those in distress. To me, that is
what the Church is all about. My
brother or sister is hungry and the
mandate is simple--feed him or her.
That is what I like about my Pro-
gressive family; for they seem to be
in harmony with their brothers and
sisters when the need arises. if a re-
quest goes out that some one or
some Church is in nced, the re-
sponse is overwhelming. Presently,
we are in the process of rebuilding
our financial program to assist the
many causes before us, and pastors
throughout the nation are making
and fulfilling pledges. But most of
all, when it scems that we cannot
fulfill all of the demands and re-
quests, we turn to our heavenly
Father (with whom we should have
started) and He gives us direction
and guidance.

A gifted hymnologist has written
words to embrace what | have at-
tempted to say: “’Let us have a little
talk with Jesus—tell Him all about
our troubles and He’ll hear our fain-
test cry and answer by and by. . .
Yes, we must have constant talks
with Jesus if we desire to be success-
ful in our Christian venture. If in-
deed we can talk with Jesus, as in a
paraphrase, then we should be able
to talk with men and women we see
everyday.

In all of our prayers and delibera-
tions, we must not lose sight of the
fact that there is pain and sorrow,
uncmployment and crime, idle
murmurings and deception, discord
and unbelief. Sgmeone may be
urging that we use evil means to
overthrow our oppressors and even-
tually such tactics lead to war. Let's
talk—surely we can find a solution.
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In Every Person Who Hopes. .. Supreme Court Declines Religion Cases

Latin American Faces and Places
By James and Margaret Goff, 120 pp.
New York: Friendship Press, $3.75
{paper}

NE of many resources prepared

by Friendship Press for this
year's interdenominational mission
study of Latin America, In Every Person
Whe Hopes. . . is a gold mine for the
program planner or devotional leader.
It is filled with poetry. pictures and
brief stories which give a very personal
view of life for ordinary people in Latin
America, revealing why hearts cry out
for liberation.

It gives a sense of thrill in the
achievements of church efforts as a girl
born in a2 mud hut in rural Brazil rises
from poverty and illiteracy to become a
hﬁ:g educator in her country
Jhrough the help of mission schools.

«* You see the value of involvement:

church support of a women's hunger
strike in Bolivia results in amnesty for
52 political prisoners, making it possi-
ble for mineworkers to come out of
hiding and return to leading their own
trade unions.

To those who have been able to ig-
nore the liberation struggles of Latin
America—read an interview with
Archbishop Oscar Romero of E] Sal-
vador written before his assasination,
in which he tells of the shame of a
church that has ignored the oppression
of the poor,

To those who feel the Bible does not
lead in this direction—read the story of
Dom Paulo of Brazil. Censors vetoed
items in his weekly newspaper and
then had to veto the Psalms he put in
their places because “"The Bible is
stronger than the items we have vet-
oed.”

Lord, you placed me in this world
fo be its light.

{ was afraid of the shadaws.,

Afraid of the poverty.

! did nat want lo know other people.

And my light slowly faded away.

WASHINGTON—Among the more
than 1,200 cases disposed of by the
U.S. Supreme Court during its first
two days back on the bench after a
summer frecess were eight dealing with
church-state issues. Appeals in all
eight were rejected by the justices.

Without question the most prami-
nent of the First Amendment religion
cases was that of the Worldwide
Church of God's legal battle to have
the State of California return
thousands of documents seized last
year when the state attorney general
placed the Church under receivership.
Attorney General George Deukmejian
at the time cited his reading of the
Worldwide Church as a “‘Public Trust”
&der state law, thereby allowing the

sual action.

Since then, the C,alifornia state
legislature has passed a new law re-
moving churches and their agencies
and institutions from the public trust
category. Governor Jerry Brown has
signed the law, which takes effect in
June, 1981.

Deukmejian scized contrel of the
Church and cenfiscated the documents
following accusations in court by a
group of former members of the con-
troversial sect that Church head Her-
bert W. Armstrong and chief adviser
and financial officer Stanley Rader had
misused tithes and offerings given by
members of the sabbatarian group.

In another case. the justices declined
to disturb a lower federal court ruling
that public funds administered under

Fergtve me, Jesus.

Lord, you placed me in the world
to fove in community.
Thus you taught me {g love,
To share in life.
To struggle for bread and for justice,
Your truth incarnate in my life,

So be it, Jrsus. {GF)

(G.F.A)

the Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act may go for remedial education
of parochial school students by public
school teachers. The federally funded
program allows public school teachers
to provide the remedial instruction
during regular school hours on the
premises of parochial schools.

The practice had been challenged as
a violatian of separation. of church and
state by the National Coalition for
Public Education and Religious Lib-
erty.

In a pair of related actions, the high
court upheld a Kansas ruling that a
home for unwed mothers must be
licensed by the state and refused to
interrupt legal proceedings in North
Carolina designed to require a
church-operated day care center
likewise to submit to state licensing re-
quirements.

In the Kansas case, the state su-
reme court ruled that application of
aws regulating children’s homes to the
home for unwed mathers daes not
violate the free exercise clause of the
first amendment.

The high court also declined to re-
view a decision by the Mississippi Su-
preme Court overturning a state law
which permitted parents to refuse an
religious grounds to have their chil-
dren vaccinated. In ruling against the
religious exemption the Mississippi
court reasaned that the great majority
of immunized children were unfairly
exposed to non-vaccinated fellow stu-
dents.

Other cases rejected by the justices
included a challenge to Maryland’s
Sunday closing law, an effort by an
unincorporated New lersey church to
avoid producing church documents for
a grand jury, and a request by mem-
bers of a Captic Church congregation
in Florida ta have lifted an injunction
barring the use of marijuana as an aid
to wprship. (BPA) o
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