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S ince the fall of 1983, the Baptist Joint
Committee had worked closely with
the Chairman of the House Education
and Labor Committee and his staff on
equal access. We came to admire, respect
and rely on the strength, skill and savy of
this Baptist Congressman from eastern
Kentucky.

The fight for equal access underscored
the Chairman’s commitment to moral
legislation. There was no stopping his
dogged persistence. He was always say-
ing, “you Baptists must stay here all
night talking to Congressmen and letting
your people know to call their
Representatives.”

Along with the attributes of moral con-
cern, persistence and compromise, Mr.
Petkins added humility to his achieve-
ments. After final passage of equal ac- .
cess, Mr. Perkins did not attend any
press conference. “The Chairman does
not go for this media recognition: the rec-
ord will show who did what and he will
get his due,” a staff member explained.

Indeed the record shows that Carl Per- N
kins was a champion. He fought the Carl Perkins
good fight, finished the course and kept _ 1912-1984 ;
the faith. E
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Polls, platforms, planks

L ooking forward to the first Tuesday in Novem-
ber, increasing numbers of Christian Americans
will want to expresss their biblical faith while carcy-
ing out the requirements of good citizenship in the
polling booth. How to translate belief into civic duty
finds some answers in the article by Bill Hendricks.
He examines three methods—a direct, the “'Bible-
tells-me-so” approach that requires determination
and sensitivity to hear God’s specific instructions on
any matter. The second method, called ’"Norms
within the Forms” evidences awareness of the com-
plexity of the issues and the variety of responses and
suggests there are enduring biblical principles for
guidance in decision-making. Finally, Hendricks ad-
vocates a synthesis which brings an integrated
whole. He challenges the committed to build political
platforms that contain the supportive planks of grace
and mercy, and to consider casting their vote in be-
half of the disadvantaged.

Robert Linder secounts briefly but perceptively
the nature of Israel’s unique relationship to God but
cautions against the templation to build theocracies.
Historically, these endeavoars have substituted un-
mitigated religious authority for the graciousness of
divine rule. All nations are under the sovereignty of
God's cffte, yet even early Protestant leaders fell into
the error of attempting to replicate Israel, with con-
sequences familiar to students of history. Baptists
and Anabaptists having experienced the grief that
befell dissent to theocratic rule, in their timely wis-
dom insisted upon the separation of church and
state. Linder believes, however that Christians in
civil authority are no less channels of God'’s grace as
it is extended to all people, and government will re-
flect Christian values to the extent these members of
government commit themselves to these values.

Pastor David Meriwether in a sermon adapted for
these pages takes the Biblical order of priorities—to
God, the things of God, and then to the state only
what belongs o the state—to lament the waning of
regard for church-state separation. A major faiture,
he believes, is not state intrusion but rather Baptist
ignorance which is intimately linked to the loss of
Baptist identity. It is a theme to which this office will
continue to return and which demands the attention
of all who cherish retigious liberty in its fullness.

Something mew has been added to REPORT. With
this issue we introduce PROBINGS, discussion start-
ers that hope to remedy the lack of sensitivity to
churchistate values Baptists have tenaciously pro-
mulgated. PROBINGS seeks to raise awareness
through informed discussion of articles and news
features. It‘s no secret that by encouraging extended
use of this publication in church classrooms and
study groups we offer some practical uvses to
churches which now have subscriptions, and we
look to add new individuals and groups. Present
readers can be of invaluable assistance in helping
staff achieve its goals. And give a subscription to
someone you believe will benefit and thus help us on
our way.(J

Victor Tupitza
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WASHINGTON
AN\BSERVATIONS

news/views/trends

The BJC worked with many Congressmen in the push for equal access. Along with fellow
Baptist and Congressman Carl Perkins (D-Ky), Trent Lott (R-Ms) contributed greatly as shown
by excerpts from his floor remarks;

"Many members deserve credit for promoting this legislation...most of all Mr. Perkins. This
has truly been a bipartisan effort, but then the protection of constitutional freedom knows no
partisan lines.”

"I urge all my fellow Members of Congress to vote for this bill...,America's high school
students need this protection of their freedom of speech and religion.” ¢

The choice as to whether or not a church may treat its staff members as self-employed for

social security purposes is a one-time-only option, according the BJC's legal counsel, John
Baker. He notes that President Reagan has signed the Defieit Reduction Act of 1984 which
includes the portion, now Sec. 3121{w) of the IRS code, which provides that if a church will
certify that it has religious reasons for not paying its part of an employee’s F.LC.A. payment,
it may exercise this option once only. Baker stresses that there is no option about whether
staff members will be covered.
Technically, if a church is currently filing a Form 941, the quarterly S.S. report, and wants to
continue treating staff as employees, no action is necessary. It should continue to file thé
941. If the staff is not now covered by S.S. and the church wishes to have them covered, all it
needs to do is file the Form 94]. Social Security amendments of 1983 provided that all
employees be covered as of January |, 1984. If the church will certify that religious reasons
prevented it from sharing S.5. payments, it may exercise its choice not to do so by filing
Form 8274, and staff members must then file their own Form 941 quarterly and make the full
payment.
Form 941 has been mailed to all churches the IRS could identify. The Form 8274 is in the
mail to those same churches; a church which does not receive copies of these forms can
obtain them from the local Federal Income Tax Service office or, in many cases, from the
Post Office. o

A number of denominations have joined with civil liberties groups and other concerned citizens
to prepare to file a law suit challenging the appointment of and appropriation of funds for an
ambassador to the Holy See.

In a recent address, the Apostolic Pro-Nuncio, Archbishop Pic Laghi stated "Some who
favored diplomatic relations mistakenly tried to justify the American government's action by
implying that it was entering into a diplomatic relationship not with the Roman Catholic
Church as such, the Holy See, but rather with the sovereign Vatican City-State. Papal
diplomacy vests essentially upon the spiritual sovereignty of the Holy See and not upon
dominion over a few acres in the heart of Rome."

The target date for filing the suit is September 19. Among the plaintiffs are The American
Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. and the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc. e

The Rev. Everett Sileven, who has had continuing confrontation with the State of Nebraska over
the accreditation of teachers in his Faith Christian School, has apparently reached agreement
with the State.

The State Board of Education has issued regulations which allow church schools ta employ
teachers who are not state certified. Mr. Sileven is quoted as saying, "From our standpoint
it's going to be a solution.” @
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William L. Hendricks

Bible
to
Ballot

i
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B
' Dr. icks recently became professor

of Christian theology snd director of grad-
uate studies st Southern Seminary. This
i article is an excespt from “Bach Christisn
and the Ballot,” delivered before an (SBC)
Christian Life Commission seminar in

Washington, D.C.
Page ¢

Seeking Biblical Guidance

wish I could tell you there were a
direct way from the Bible o the
ballot. It would simplify our task
enormously. There are those who see a
direct way and who unhesitatingly
claim that they have a franchise on it.
The more complicated and honest
Christian vision will recognize that this
pluralistic culture of ours acknowl-
edges gods many and lords many.
Whereas we would seek the mind of
Christ in all matters including the vote,
it must be acknowledged that the mind
of Christ is not always the mind of hu-
mankind, not even of those of God
who claim to have a hold on it. There
are three ways in which one can seek
to vector from the Bible onto the baliot.
TKat is, there are three methods and
oaches whereby we can suggest
t our religious stat@ is informing our
specific political decisions. .

A Direct Route

There are those who would affirm
that there is in the Bible a complete
and coberent system of doctrine, eth-
ics, economics, science and human
knowledge. This perspective feels that
what is needed is the wisdom and/or
the gall to discern what God has spe-
cifically said on every matter; to de-
clare it unambiguously and defini-
tively; to insist that all Christians
follow it, for it is the Christian posi-
tion. Such assurance is not without its
proponents today and such propo-
nents are not without their adherents.
However, it must be acknowledged
that this direct route from the Bible to
the ballot overlooks several important
things. It overlooks the complexity of
the biblical materials and the contem-
porary world. It overlooks the fart that
well-meaning believers of a variety of
opinions can come up with anawers,
which are precisely the opposite of
those given by any individual guru. It
overlooks the fact that the element of
human pride is involved in such dog-
matic proclamations. It overlooks the
tact that the mind of God is hance
greater than the human mind. k over-
looks the intentional nature of scrip-
ture which is not a body of scientific
knowledge, but is a revelation of God
concerning his redemptive purpose for
humankind.

The direct route method always util-
izes a proof-text method of scripture. It
more often relies on Paul than Jesus,
for the specific structures of Paul’s eth-
ics seem more discernable and applica-
ble than are the genera) characteristics
and imperatives supplied by Jesus in
the Sermon on the Mount. The direct
route approach is in demand according
to the complexity of the situation and
the puzzlement of the voter who seeks
others to untangle histher issues and to
give them guidance about histher spe-
cific casting of the vote for particular
persons and issues. This easy way is
especially appealing when it is sancti-
fied under the name of ""The Christian
View.” Such is the straight-line-from-
the-Bible-to-the-balfot perspective and
those who utilize it overlook many
things that went into the makeup of
the Bible and many issues that are in-
volved in the casting of the ballot.

Norms Within the Forms

Many perceptive Christians have re-
alized that if we are to seek the collect-
ive wisdom of scripture we must Jook
for the general rather than the specific
in matters which pertain to cultural sit-
vations. This view is called the “Norm
within the Form’® and has a serious
and heavy recognition that all the bib-
lical materials are historical and cul-
tural in their conditioning as well as
divine in their inspiration. This view
espouses the perspective that the cir-
cumstances change, but the essential
needs and the essential positions may
be grounded in norms or principles
that can be observed if one seeks to
discern them and looks behind the
particular forms in which the general
expressed norms are couched. I cer-
tainly would advise those who are
looking into the complex issues of lo-
cal, state and national politics in 1984 to
think in terms of looking for biblical
norms rather than expecting specific
biblical forms to inform and guide their
voting procedures. This view presup-
poses that the individuals will try to
discern both the intent of what the
norms of scripture and the issues of
the ballot are. This view differs from
the direct one-to-one correspondence
view in that it is aware that there are a
wide variety of positions in scripture
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even as there are in the contemporary
culture. This view is also aware that
there are levels of relevance in biblical
materials and levels of urgency in po-
litical issues in the culture. Therefore,
this view can be and must be more tol-
erant of alternative positions even
while seeking the biblical norms and
determining which way the ballot is to
be cast.

An Inevitable Synthesis

A third position, and one to which i
am becoming increasingly drawn, is
the view that we must see all our reli-
gious experiences and expressions as
part of an inevitable synthesis involv-
ing a variety of situations. I am in-
debted for many of the insights of this
paper to the superb work of Edward
Schillebeeckx in his volume Christ is-
sued by the Crossroad Press in 1981.
Schillebeeckx, a contemporary, bibli-
cal, theological scholar, suggests that
in the consensus which involves all of
what we do there are at least six ele-
ments which must be taken account of
and integrated together in a wholistic
experience before we can say we are
bringing our full life to bear either in
the ballot or in the religious arena.
Briefly and by way of popularization
these six elements are:

® the relationship between the hu-
man community and the ecological
environment;

® a corporate
humankind;

® the inevitable connection of indi-
viduals with social and institutional
structures;

® the conditioning of people and cul-
ture by time and space;

® the mutual relationship of theory
and practice and the way in which
these can be conjoined and disjoined;

® the religious and parareligious
conscipusness of humankind and how
that interacts with all of the above
factors.

perspective of

... looking for

bhi:lical norms rather
than expecting specific
biblical forms? e
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Whereas the biblical materials are normative
for us, we can also recognize that the
interaction of our cultural with the biblical
materials is a very involved and delicate
interweaving of these various factors.
[E— e SRS ——— |

What the recognition of this syn-
thetic view means for the ballot is that
a variety of issues must be considered.
We must understand who we are and
who we are in relation to all of thase
things with which we have to do. We
must also understand that the biblical
materials were born in this kind of
context and that the guiding presence
of God that was available to them is
still available to us. I would want to in-
sist that whereas the biblical materials
are normative for us, we can also rec-
ognize that the interaction of our cul-
tural with the biblical materials is a
very involved and  delicate
interweaving of these various factors.
This means that one cannot claim tao
find the mind of God through a direct
pipeline or advertise the Christian po-
sition in all issues of the body politic. It
also means that we cannot speak in
terms of time-bound forms or even be-
lieve that norms are not without their
involvements in the social, cultural,
psychological and religious dimen-
sions. What al! of this comes down to
is a mafter of being aware that when
we bring our religion into the arena of
the ballot it comes in a variety of ways.
We do not operate as homo religiosus,
we operate as homo integratus.

The danger of supposing that we can
compartmentalize our life s
extraordinarily seductive. It would be
conforting to believe that all of life is in
the direct control of the.Spirit. This is
the utopia of Christian perfectionism.
For most of us it is the eschatological
hope; but in the present it simply does
not exist, This means that as we come
to the ballot we come aware not only of
our religion, and informed by it but
also with an awareness of the variety
of circumstances and components
which Schillebeeckx has suggested and
that we have given some thought as to
how these may fruitfully interact.
Moreover, we did not come directly
from the Bible to the ballot for there
have been two thousand years of
intervening Christian community. It is
my contention that the experience of
Cztistim communities and the various
forms of relationships which have per-
tained between Christian community
and civil governments has influenced
us also according to the models we
uséd in bringing the bible to the baliot.

Conclusion

Every Christian should be aware of
and separate honestly the various lay-
ers of concern which go into the voting
psocess. Christians wha come to the
ballot box must be aware that to
choose to make a straight line and di-
rect route from the Bible to the ballot
box is either short circuiting the com-
plexity of today’s world or failing to
deal with the full dynamic of the com-
plete biblical revelation. Christians
shouid be articulate enough to know
and be the first to realize that this is
our Father’s world and that we have
dene badly by it. Qur votes should be
on behalf of His world and the com-
mon good rather than merely on behalf
of ourselves. Christians should vote
for that which brings maximum advan-
tage for most people, to vote for the
disadvantaged, and in the face of spe-
cific situations vote for immediate and
remedial measures.

I should like to challenge some of
you to think in terms of sensitizing in-
fluential Christians to build planks in
local, regional and national platforms
that will contain elements of grace and
mercy, and others of you to think seri-
ously about voting on behalf of others.
We speak of living for others. By and
large at the time of voting we do our
vating in relation to ourselves and our
desires. ! should like to challenge still
others to look more askance at those
monarchs among us who are making
the plattorms of our policies and
declaring unambiguously what is the
Christian view in single issue voting
situations. | would like to enjoin alf to
think seriously about your own indi-
vidual responsibility in voting. Ask
yourself the question if you could dare
to be a person for others at the ballot
box. O

“Bqual Access” lation

was signed into law by

President Reagan on Au-

gust 11 as part of

math/science bill H.R. 1310

;:Illlch cleared Congress in
y.




The First Amendment buill ~“a wall of separation
between Church and State. '—Thomas jeflerson

VIEWS OF THE WALL

john W. Baker

he “l have some good news and

some bad news’ approach has be-
come somewhat trite. However, when
the good news is really excellent news,
it seems apropos.

The egual access bill which Senators
Hatfield and Denton added to the
House-passed math/science education
bill was accepted by the House on July
25 and was sent to the President for his
signature. He has indicated that, in
spite of reservations about the
math/science part of the bill, he will
approve it. Equal access has been de-
tailed on this page several times. The
bill as passed protects the establish-
ment clause and yet affirms for public
secondary school students the free ex-
ercise of religion and free speech rights
%uannteed by the First Amendment.

hat's the good news.

A major part of the bad news is that

sman Car) D. Perkine died on
August 3, 1984—a week and a day af-
ter the la:-gaccess bill passed the
House. y one person can be given
major credit for its passage by the
House, dat credit must go to Carl Per-
kins, the long-time chairman of the
Education and Labor Committee. A
behind-the-scenes view of actions on
the Act illustrates his importance.

Perkins was responsible for much of
the liberal social welfare legislation
since 1960. A theologically conserva-
tive Kentucky Baptist who believed
that schools had misapplied the Su-
preme Court’s decisions in the prayer
and Bible reading cases, he thought
that those decisions had been inter-

eted to mean that religion does not

ave a legitimate role in public
education.

Rep. Don Bonker intreduced his
e?oml access bill and, when the celi-

us groups supporting equal access

d ;eseuhp:d m:po nigm? interest in
the bill, Perkins pushed the bill
through the subcommittee and the full
Education and Labor Committee. He
allowed few amendments from the
Committee and, because he did not
want sny amendments on the floor
which would crippie the bill or make it
unconstitutionat, Perkins chose to
bring up the bill under a suspension of
the rules—a device which limits debate
and forbids amendments. The price he
ru for going that route was that he

ad to muster a two-thirds vote for
passage. The bill received 270 “‘yen”

Pase &

votes but fell eleven votes short of the
two-thirds approval.

Perkins called a strategy meeting of
House Democratic and Republican
supporters of the bill and religious
groups who had worked for it. There,

erkins raised the possibility of the
Senate attaching equal access provi-
sions to a House-passed education bill.

In the Senate, Majority Leader
Howard Baker insisted that Senators
Hatfield and Denton work out a com-
promise on their pending equal access
bills. That compromise was attached to
the House-passed math/science bill
and the entire bill was passed and sent
back to the House.

Petkins asked for a conference. Op-
ponents of equal access, however, per-
suaded the Speaker to rule that the
equal access amendment was not ger-
mane to the math/science bill. He made
a joint geferral to the Judiciary
Committecs-the leadership ofpwhich
opposed equal access—and the Educa-
tion and Labor Committee. At this
point many proponents of equal access
thought that equal access was lost.

One of Perkins’ colleagues who
spoke about him in 1981 said, “Under-
neath that Southern gentlemaniy,
Kentucky mountain-type approach,
Perking is a master palitican and par-
llamentarian.” Perkins demanstrated
the correctness of that evaluation as
soon as the Speaker made his ruling.
Perkins immediately informed the
Speaker that he intended to bring up
the bill on Calendar Wednesday, July
25,
Calendar Wednesday is a seldom
used legislative procedure which al-
lows committee chairmen to call up
bills which the Rules Committee had
not scheduled for floor action. Perkins
used the rules to put his opponents on
Judiciary on the defensive. They did
not want the bill brought up on Calen-
dar Wednesday, believing it might en-
courage other chairmen to call up other
controversial bills and thus by:‘ass the
controls which the leadership has over
the flow of legislation. Also, when
n:sh came to shove, they preferred the

tfield-Denton compromise language
to the Bonker version which Perkins
would call up,

When the House recessed the next
day for the Democratk Convention,
the opponents of equa! access, who
conceded that Perkins had outmaneu-

vered them, tried to figure out ways to
regain control. They saw they could
not do so and agreed to bring up the
Hatfield-Denton compromise under
suspension on July 25. it was passed
by the overwhelming vote of 337 to 77.

Perkins had carried the day but
when someone congratulated him his
response was that Bonker and
Gaoodling (the ranking Republican on
Education-Labor) deserved the praise
for their work, He had only given them
“a little procedural advice along the

wa ‘l!

'the other bit of bad news was that
the day before the House acted on
equal access a three judge Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit in a 2-1 de-
cision declared one kind of equal ac-
cess unconstitutional.

On July 24 the court, in Williamsport
Area School District v. Bender, No.
83-3284, held that the school had been
correct in denying the group of stu-
dents who wanted to read and discuss
biblical truths and to pray access to the
activity period that had been estab-
lished for a number of years.

Basically the court held that the
school had created a limited open fo-
rum and that the free speech rights of
the students had been infringed, How-
ever, it found that the establishment
clause had been transgressed (a) be-
cause the activities period occurred
during the school day, and (b) because
high school students were so immature
that they would equate permission for
a religious club to meet with state ap-
proval or sponsorship of the religion
espoused by the club. Then in a bai-
ancing test the court held that in this
case the protection against establish-
ment of religion outweighed the free
speech rights of the students.

The court’s majority almost seems to
have reached an a priori decision in the
case and then attempted to muster a
legal rationale for that decision. A mo-
tion for rehearsing en banc has been
filed. If that fails an appeal will be
made to the Supreme Court.

The deciston in Williamspors will
have little impact on Congress’ equal
access act. Congress provided for
equal access before or atter the school
day and made clear that the religious
<lubs had to be student initiated and
run without any degree of state ap-
proval or sponsorship. My opinion is
the act will survive judicial scrutiny. O
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Robert D. Linder

Government and State in

Christian Thought

he Bible begins with God, and,

for the Christian, all thought

concerning human government
must also begin there. According to
the Bible there are two spheres in
which human authority is exercised:
among the people of God and among
the people of the world in general. In
the Old Testament Israet appears as a
nation under God in a special sense,
but the other nations of the earth are
subject to him even though they may
not acknowledge the fact.

According to the scriptural narrative,

the authority exercised even by pagan
kings was entrusted to them by the
God of Israel. Similarly in the New
Testament there is the company of the
redeemed where the rule of Christ is
gladly accepted. But there is aiso the
Roman Empire in which the believers
find themselves under civil jurisdic-
tion. Still, this is also a realm where
God's sovereign power is present, for
the New Testament writers echo the
prophets of the Old Testament in
stating that every person should be
subject to the governing authorities
‘“...for there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have
been instituted by God."” The authority
of God exercised among his people is
an anticipation of the final consumma-
tion of the purposes of God when ev-
ery knee shall bow to him. That same
authority mediated through the agency
of human rulers is a standing witness
to God’s common grace, even to those
in a state of rebellion against him.
+ However, in the biblical scheme the
case of the ancient nation Israel was
unique in that it was organized as a
theocracy. Although the precise form
of government varied during the na-
tion's history, the underlying convic-
tion was always there in the Old Testa-
ment that the Lord was the true ruler
of his people Israel. No matter who ex-
ercised political rule over the nation, it
is clear that ultimate authority be-
longed to God.

The consideration of government in
ancient Israel and in the Christian

Dr. Lifider is professor of history at
Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS.
He has served two terms as mayor and on
the city council there, and is a member of
College Heights Baptist Chuech. This arti-
cle appeared in the Southwestern Journel of
Theology; abridged, it is used by
permission.
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church at large down through history
has not been a mere parenthesis in the
discussion of the biblical view of the
state. Apart from the positive value of
stressing the ultimate authority of all
human government, biblical principles
can be related to wider political issues.
In this connection many Christians
bave also failed to see the unique chas-
acter of the theocracy in Israel, which
has led to misguided attempts to orga-
nize nations on a theocratic basis. In a
similar manner Christians have not
agreed on how to apply principles of
church government to society in gen-
eral, using the laws of the church as a

divinely commanded inclusion of the
Gentiles. There would no longer be a
theocratic nation, but men and women
of every tribe and country would be
gathered into the church. The godly
prince of the Old Testament finds his
fulfillment in the Messiah, not in any
temparal ruler. To look for a modern
counterpart to David or Hezekiah is to
miss the concept of the unique king-
ship of Jesus Christ. It may be that the
ruler of a modern state is a true be-
liever, but that does not give himther
the status that the theocratic concept
requires, for in the kingdom of God
there is only one monarch, Christ

To look for a modern counterpart to David or Hezekiah is to
miss the concept of the unique kingship of Jesus Christ.

kind of blueprint for the laws of the
land.

In the I6th century many of the Prot-
estant Reformers were clearly domi-
nated by the theocractic ideal—in one
form or another, in whole or in part.
Thus the godly prince of the Oid Tes-
tament found his fulfillment in the Lu-
theran, Reformed, and Anglican ruler
insofar as the magistrate was believed
to have a responsibility to protect and
nourish the church and to enforce the
moral standards that the church de-
clared. in its more ugly manifestation,
the magistrate also assumed the fur-
ther responsibility of defending the
“truth” and resisting “‘error*’ to the ex-
tent of punishing offenders.

This concept of the state fails to do
justice to the biblical understanding of
the new covenant, [t is true that there
is in the Bible one covenant of grace.
However, within that one covenant
there is a Feriod of preparation and a
period of tulfiiment. Therefore, when
Jeremiah rejoiced in the prospect of the
glories of the new covenant and when
the writer of Hebrews discoursed at
length on the implications of this new
covenant, they were not using empty
words. The Old Testament was a pe-
riod when God was graciously at
work, but it was still a preparatory pe-
viod. ft looked forward to the age of
the Messiah, the period of fulfiliment.

The restrictive national character of
the old covendnt was shattered by the

himself.

This is one of the main reasons that
the Anabaptist/Baptist expressions of
the Reformation movement insisted on
the separate spheres of church and
state. The church is the realm of God’s
special grace where God governs his
people by means he has ordained and
with the help of those whom the Holy
Spirit endows with gifts for the task,
The state, on the other hand, is the
realm of God's common or general
grace extended to all people. Although
it is of divine authority, the govern-
ment will reflect Christian standards
anly insofar as the members of the
government themselves follow Chris-
tian values.

In other words, a Christian who
reaches a position of authority in the
?ovemment will be motivated by his
aith in the same way that a Christian
in business is influenced by the stand-
ards of integrity and righteousness
that are a natural part of being Chris-
tian, This means that a Christian poli-
tician will not attempt to submit a na-
tion which includes both believers and
unbelievers to a pattern of conduct
which properly belongs to believers
only. The separation of church aad
state not only is a corollary to the doc-
trine of religious freedom put is also
rooted in the biblical teaching that
there are two realms: secular govern-
ment and the spiritual household of
God. O
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News in Brief

House clears Equal Access
for president’s signature

WASHINGTON
R eversing its May vote on equal ac-
cess, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives easily passed legislation
mlkingoi; unlawful for public second-
ary schools to deny students wishing
to meet for religious
same rights provided ot
student-initiated groups.

By a lopsided 337-77 vote, House
members agreed to equal access lan-
guage attached in the Senate to a bill
authorizing training programs for
math and science teachers. Then, on a
393-15 vote, the House accepted the
remaining Senate amendments to the
math-science bill (H.R. 1310), clearing
the measure for President Reagan’s
signature,

House votes easily surpassed
t -thirds majority requirement
under the procedure used to consider
legislation. The same procedure,
which provides for one hour of debate
and permits no amendments, was tried
on a similar equal access measure
sponsored by Rep. Don Bonker,
D-Wash. The 270-151 vote on May 15
was 11 short of the two-thirds needed
for passage.

Changes in the Senate-passed ver-
sion produced more than enough
switches in the House to hand Rep.
Carl D. Perkins, D-Ky., Rep. Willlam
F. Goodling, R-Pa., and Bonker, pri-
mary sponsors of the legislation, an
easy victory. Even key House oppo-
nents called the revised, Senate-
passed version a significant improve-
ment over the measure considered in
May. ?

Uniike the original version which
provided equal access for voluntary re-
ligious meetings during ‘‘non-
instructional periods before, after and
during the school day, the final ver-
sion protects such meetings only be-
fore and after school. Its language was
broadened to bar discrimination on the
basis of “religious, political, philo-
sophical or other” content of speech at
student meetings.

The final vession further prohibits
discrimination against student groups
on the basis of their numerical size and
bars “‘nonschoc] persons’’ from di-
recting, conducting, controlling or reg-
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urposes the
r voluntary,

ularly attending such meetings. The fi-
nal draft also assures that nothing in
the bill “limits the authority of schools
to maintain order and discipline on
school premises, to protect the well-
being of students and faculty and to
assure that attendance of students at
such meetings is voluntary.”

Like the earlier versions, the final
bill requires that meetings be voluntary
and student initiated and that school
personnel be present only in a non-
participatory capacity and that they be
prohibited from influencing the form
or content of any prayer or religious
activity.

Also like the original proposal, the
measure passed by Congress protects
equal access only when a school has a
limited open forum which it defines as
“whenever such schools grant an of-
fering or an opportunity for one or
mor¢ noncurriculum-related student
gr 5 to meet on schgol premises
during noninstructional fime.” D

Larry Chesser

Silent prayer rider

passes House
WASHINGTON

One day after it cleared “equal ac-
cess’ legislation for President Reagan's
signature, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives approved language pro-
tecting the rights of “individuals in
public schools” to “participate in mo-
ments of silent prayer.”

By votes of 378-29 and 356-50, the
House attached silent prayer language
offered by Rep. Steve Gunderson,
R-Wis., to a bill reauthorizing 11 edu-
cation programs. Before becoming law,
the Gunderson amendment will have
to survive a conference with the Senate
which did not include any similar pro-
vision in its bill and then be signed by
President Reagan.

The potential impact of the
Gunderson amendment in local
schools was disputed with House
members in disagreement over
whether it permits anything more than
what is already allowed unger the law.

But in further explainin
Gunderson’s intention, an aide tol
Baptist Press the Wisconsin represent-
ative interprets his language to permit
a teacher to call for a moment of silent
g;:yer but would not permit school

rds or states to structure a regular
moment for the rituai. O

Court rules against
voluntary student group

WASHINGTON

A federal appellate court has ruled
that a group of high school students in
Williamsport, Pa., was properly
denied permission to hold religious
meetings on school premises on an
equal basis with other non-academic,
extracurricular student groups.

Ruling one day before the House of
Representatives gave overwhelming
approval to a federal equal access bill,
the Third Circuit, Court of Appeals in
Philadelphia reversed a federal district
court judge who earlier ruled for the
students.

The 2-1 decision came in a case con-
sidered by church-state observers as
the “cleanest”” legal test to date of the
free speech right of high school stu-
dents to participate in on-premises
meetings where the speech content is
religious. An appeal to the U.S. Su-
preme Court is expected.

In its decision, the Third Circuit
Court majority ruled that the
Williamsport Area High School princi-
pal and the local school board were
justified in denying permission to an
interdenominational student group
called “Petros” to use the school cafe-
teria during an extracurricular activity
period scheduled twice weekly during
the school day. If it had granted per-
mission, the panel ruled, the school
board would have created an unconsti-
tutional establishment of religion. O

Churches object 1o zoning
rule on homeless shelters

MOUNT VERNON

Locai religious leaders have ap-
pealed a county zoning decision in this
Washington, D.C., suburb which bars
the use of churches as shelters for the
homeless because it is not a ‘‘religious”
activity.

The Fairfax County, Va., zaning
chief issued an apinion recently saying
that places of worship can be used for
Bible study, choir practices and Scout
troops. But Iuroviding shelter to the
homeless is distinct from the “princi-
ple use of a hause of worship,” it said,
and is prohibited without a special
permit.
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"They are trying to define what is
and is not an appropriate ministry of
the church. And that is a violation of
the First Amendment,” the Rev. Vin
A. Harwell, of the Mt, Vernon Presby-
terian Church, said in an interview.
“Sheltering the homeless is as much a
part of what we do as our Sunday
worship.”

The program, which drew much lo-
cal publicity, sparked complaints to the
county, and Yates issued an opinion
called "'Interpretation Number 52"’
which separates religious from non-
religious activities ¢f churches and
synagogues.

The Board of Supervisors last Janu-
ary passed a resolution praising the
churches for the shelter effort and
urging others “to come forth with aid
as needed so that the homeless in our
midst might find shelter and comfort
and a sense of our care and concern for
them.”

Almost identical disputes in New
York and New Jersey have led to state
court decisions on the side of the
churches. O

Religious elements cast
evident in Olympic games

LOS ANGELES.

The man credited with the 896 re-
vival of the Olympic Games borrowed
religious rituaKs and rhetoric to give
the event a spiritual cast.

But German theologlan Jurgen
Moltmann criticized the modern Olym-
pic religion as “‘an idealistic dream fac-
tory and an opium for the people.

Calling the Olympic movement “a
religion of the 20th Century,” a reli-
gion with universal claim that unites in
itself al} the basic values of other reli-
gions, he nevertheless cautioned that
“the religious feelings and energies of
the masses are directed toward another
object. In the Olympics, humanity cel-
ebrates itself, worships itself, offers it-
self, and rewards itself.”

Moltmann believes that the “true re-
ligious dimension in sports” is that
athletes are not technicians turning out
products that others use, bul artists
who do something over which others
can rejoice.

For Baron Pierre de Coubertin, the
man who brought the Olympic Games
into the modern era, “Olympism” was
more than an organization, said

Analysis

hurch-state actions by the U.5.

Supreme Court in its recently
concluded term reflected a drift to the
right as an emerging conservative ma-
jority took firm control of the nation’s
highest tribunal.

After more than a decade of
struggling to find an identity of its
own following the so-called liberal
court of the late Ear]l Warren, the court
of current Chief Justice Warren Burger
now bears the unmistakable imprint of
his more cautious strict construction-
ism. At the same time, in case after
case involving sensitive church-state
questions, the Burger court has moved
aggressively away from strict
separation.

This trend, which has picked up mo-
menturn over the past several years, is
now clear. Last term the court gave its
stamp of approval to the practices of
keeping legislative chaplains on the
public payroll and upheld for the first
time the constitutionality of tuition tax
deductions for parents who send their
children to sectarian elementary and
secondary schools.

In its most widely publicized church-
state case this term, a bare majority of
five justices ruled that cities and towns
may sponsor Christmas nativity scenes
without violating the Constitution’s

ban on an establishmnent of religion.

Drift toward identity

The creche, Burger wrote, is no more
than part of a larger display that has an
essentially secular purpose, Such deci-
sions indicate without question that
the traditional line of demarcation be-
tween church and state is being signifi-
cantly altered.

When the Court returns to the bench
the first Monday in October for the
1984-85 term, three tricky church-state
cases will be waiting for argument and
decision.

Highlighting the church-state docket
is a dispute over an Alabama law
which provides for a moment of silent
prayer or meditation at the beginning
of the school day. The court's decision
in that case may also determine the le-
gality of a similar federal law both
houses of Congress are expected to
pass this summer.

Also set for review next term is a
policy of the Grand Rapids, Michigan
school board of leasing classroom
space from parochial schools to pro-
vide special education programs to
pupils inside church-related schools.

Finally, the high court has agreed to
decide whether Connecticut law order-
ing employers to give their workers a
day off each week for religious observ-
ances violates the First Amendment
ban on an establishment of religion.

CStan Hastey

Moltmann. “This is the first and essen-
tial mark of the old and new
Olympism: to be a religion.” O

Reagan’s religious remarks
gathered in book of quotes

ANAHEIM

A collection of President Reagan's
statements on religious matters is be-
ing rushed into print by a conservative
Protestant publisher, which said it
hoped to have the book ready by the
Republican National Convention in
August.

Tyndale House Publishers think this
book, titled “Ronald Reagan: In God |
Tryst” and edited by a Republican
campaign worker, will do well in reli-

1 gious bookstores as well as in the gen-
eral market.

The book will consist only of Rea-
gan's remarks, arranged by topics,
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from his radio talks and speeches at
meetings such as the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals, National Religious
Broadcasters and National Prayer
Breakfast, according to a senior vice
president at Tyndale. O
Cuomo urges proper use
of religion in polities
WASHINGTON

In a2 Washington Post story Aug. 4
New York Gov. Mario M. Cuomo said
religion has a proper place in political
debate, but warned “only the funda-
mentalist phase’” has received much of
an airing in political debates this year.

Cuomo said that religion and politics
are “in danger of being co-opted by a
single religious group” and that the
subject should be more widely
debated. .

He cautioned that the subject should
be handled deftly, without any sug-
gestion of a need for uniformity.O0
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David P. Meriwether

Priorities in Paying

0 f the distinctive beliefs that Bap-
tists hold, perhaps the most dis-
tinctive is "‘the separation of church
and state.” Our peculiar beliefs about
the relationship of the church and the
state are the mast treasured in our
Baptist heritage because they have
been purcha at the great price of
persecution and even death at the
hands of hostile governments.

It is ironic, then, that such a unique
and loved identity should be threat-
ened in our time, not by an attack from
the state but from our own ignorance

and loss of Baptist identity. Conhuion‘ ment which gran

has led Baptists to think the most un-

\..ﬁaptillic of ideas and approve the most

-

un-Baptistic of policies about religious
activity in government.

phrase “‘separation of church
and state’”” does not come from a
<hurch source at all, and that is our
first clue to its meaning. Madison and
Jefferson, in their political writings,
used the phrase to denote that the
church and the state should not inter-
fere in cach other's business. This is
not the Baptist position. At the time of
the American revolution there were
two different groups who wanted
“separation.” The vast majority of col-
onists wanted to be free from compul-
sory membership and taxation for a
state church because they did not want
to have anything to do with religion.
By the most generous estimates, less,
than twenty percent of all Americans’
in the Revolutionary period had regu-
lar affilistion with any church. When
“religious liberty”” was discussed, the
vast majority wanted to be free from
religion.

Baptists were part of a religious mi-
nority. They wanted religious liberty
becsuse they wanted freedom for reli-
gion. They wanted to be able to wor-
ship and live by the tenets of their

The Rev. Meriwethes is pastor of Chatham
Baptist Church, Chatham, Virginia. He is »
doctoral candidste in religion at Duke
University.
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faith without interference from gov-
ernment, and they were willing to
grant that same right to any other reli-
gious group, even ones that disagreed
with Baptists. They had lived under
persecution from church in alliance
with government; they had been ban-
ished from towns in New England and
forced to pay a church tax in Virginia.
They wanted religious independence
as wel! as political independence. So
they joined in political coalition with
, the people who had no interest in reli-
// gion, and lobbied for the First Amend-
religious liberty.
Baptists have nevgx believed that *sep-
aration of church and state”” meant
freedom from religion—"but inde-
pendence of the church from the
state.”

Jesus knew nothing about separation
of church and state. gle lived in a land
where religious power had tried for
centuries to assume political power,
but, instead, had been dominated by
foreign political powers with their own
retigions. Jesus never preached about
the separation of church and state; it
would be anachronistic to read that

inciple into the past. In fact, some of

is most serious criticism was directed
at religion’s political and economic in-
justice. He did say 'Pay to the Em-
peror what belongs to the Emperor,
and pay to God what belongs to God.”"

The church and state both belong to
God, so there can be no ultimate sepa-
ration. The issue is in the “priority of
paying” —the ranking of our loyalties.
Because the church is the location of
our loyalty to God and the place where
we learn to do God’s will, the church
always stands above the state. The
government can never try to influence
the life of the church by trying to tell
the church what she owes to God. But
the state is never free from the
church’s influence because Christian
faith has much to say about the proper
time and ways for God'‘s people to do
their “paying to the Emperor.”

1 want to propose two rules for the
relationship between church and state.

“All right, then, give govern-
ment things fo government,
and God'’s things to God.”’
{Clarence jJordan’s The Cot-
ton Patch Version of Luke and
Acts.)

The first is obvious: the church is inde-
pendent of the state. The state must
never be allowed a position to force the
church in any way, except in so far as
the church is involved tn privileges
granted by the state. The state can nei-
ther advance nor hinder one religion
over another; the state cannot advance
religion in general.

At the same time, the church can
take no favors from the state. As soon
as it accepts favor the church also ac-
cepts the burden of responsibility and
regulation. The thurch must “pay the
Emperor”’ like anyone else. That is
why the church should pay taxes on
any of its assets not used directly for
religious purposes. The church must
be treated like any other group in soci-
ety and not have preferential treatment
nor should it be penalized.

Most of us believe in this doctrine of
independence in theory, but we have
problems with its application. For ex-
ample, many people want the state in-
volved in the issue of prayer in the
public schools. This means they want
the state to do the church a favor by
advancing religion outside the church.
Unbelievably, many of these same
people are Baptists. Yet, as soon as the
state grants the privilege it assumes’
the right, even the obligation, to en-
force laws related to public education.
Baptists gladly accept the responsibil-
ity for the religious education of chil-
dren in their own churches.

The worst of Baptist sins is to allow
political figures to manipulate religion
for their own position and popularity.
We want no favors from government,
nor will we sell the religious liberties of
our souls even for what appears to be
the advancement of-our own churches.

Secondly, the state is never inde-
pendent of the church. They err, who
say that the church has no business in
politics, that “separation of church and
state’’ means that the church must
have nothing to do with the state.
There can be no ultimate “separation’
when both church and state t:long to
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God. The issue, again, is in the priori-
ties of paying—and the church comes
first.

That means the church bas much to
say about how the state does its paying
to God. Taking no favors from the
state, the church remains free to ad-
dress the state. Rather than avoiding
political life, it should be our task to
teach others how to be involved in the
moral direction of the nation as part of
Christian duty.

When we take political debate out of
the church, we generally lose the con-
sciousness that we are Christians
whenever we are involved in political
discussion. When we discuss political
issues, we should deliberately question
how our loyalty to Christ informs our
perspective on the issue. We must do
this before we do any thinking about
our allegiances to any political party or
interest group. So, the church should
sponsor education on all sides of is-
sues in politics and it should sponsor
forums where candidates have oppor-
tunity to respond to questions impor-
tant to the church. The church should
be concerned about legislation that af-
fects the moral, physical and social life
of the nation. It has been a political
lobbyist for legislation on gambling
and alcohol, and should be just as ac-
tive in laws for feeding the hungry,
protecting the widows and orphans,
and promoting the general welfare as
well as providing for the common de-
fense. The state cannot be independent
from the church,

The reason for our political involve-
ment is clear: Baptists are a visible
body of believers who have made their
profession that Jesus Christ is the only
Lord of their living. Baptists serve their
Lord so that the world of their living
becomes more like the kingdom of
their Lord. Baptists believe that the na-
tion answers to God for its life, and the
nation’s life is measured by the justice
and mercy of the Kingdom. Baptists
believe that the church is the con-
science of the nation, that it must have
freedom for religion so that it can re-
mind the nation of the ancient roads in
which people must walk. 0
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Freem IS
Fragile

... yet profoundly resiliant.

Take great comfort knowing that religious liberty
has been made secure through the sacrificial commit-
ment of our Baptist forebears. However, don’t neglect
your role in an active witness to freedom of conscience.

We are asking you to add your name and support to
that of other Baptists who have covenanted together
to preserve and, if need be, to defend freedom of
religion—the crown of all freedoms.

Challenges to First Amendment guarantees of reli-
gious exercise and non-establishment arise subtly and
with convincing innocence. You need to be informed if
you are to detect them.

Baptists provide necessary resources through the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs. We publish
REPORT from the CAPITAL, a2 monthly
newsmagazine that explores religious liberty issues
and their implications. Most of our information comes
directly from oral arguments before the Supreme
Court and the decisions of that court, Congressional
actions, and administrtive rules and regulations.

Frankly, we need you as a subscriber and a
commith! friend of the Baptist Joint Committee and
of religious liberty.

Take a moment now to enter your personal subscrip-
tion to
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Global issues touch on

rights, debts, ecology

he UN Human Rights Commission

is expected to receive a report on
human rights in Afghanistan, and will
have the opportunity to call up a con-
troversial resolution on Poland.

On Afghanistan, wherve the Soviet’

occupation has allegedly had an ad-

verse effect on human rights, the Com-

mission at its early 1984 session
adopted by a substantial margin a res-

otution calling for the appointment of a
Rapporteur. An investigator, the
Rapporteur may be likely to report fac-
tual findings at the coming Human
Rights session.

The Commission tabled by a narrow
margin a resolution on Poland. Under
tules, however, any member of the
Commission may call the matter up
and it is believed that one of the west-
ern natio hdo so.

The held conferences for
non-govegnmental organizations
(NGOs) an two of its most trouble-
some subjects—Namibia and the
Palestine question. Eleanor Schnurr, a
Baptist World Alliance volunteer at the
UN-New York office, attended as an
observer at the meetings on Palestine.

Many Baptists of the world are con-
cerned with the fate of the almost
5-million displaced Palestinians and
with the future of Jerusalem. BWA has
not adopted a policy statement on the
two issues.

niatives from Bikini Atoll in
the Pacific ocean have told the UN

Trusteeship Council that, in the ab-

sence of a clean-up, their island will
not be habitable for as long as 125 years
because of atomic contamination.

Clean-up costs, according to the

group, would be three-tenths of 1 per-

cent of the cost of conducting weapons
tests.

The § ing problem of coun-
tries unable to meet their scheduled
external debt payments will soon de-
mand grester attention of the world
community.

The debt roblems are usually ac-
companied by decreases in output,
Rhigher rates of unemployment, and
steeper inflation. This is accompanied
t ing real wages, “‘a source of dis-

iet,”” according to an article ap-

;:ujng in the UN’s publication, Devel-

Forum.

The issue is neither a request for
monetary grants, nor an attempt to ef-
fect changes from capitalism to com-
munism or vice versa. It is an issue of
whether the world can live, long-run,
without some greater attempt on the
part of the “*have” nations to make it
possible for the ‘have not’’ nations to
straighten out their economies and
their balance of trade. O

Export values not arme,

British Rabbi counsels
SYDNEY

Modern Israel should export spiri-
tual values rather than guns or
oranges, the Chief Rabbi of the British
Commonwealth, Sir Immanuel
Jakobovits observed at a press confer-
ence here.

He told reporters that he speaks as a
rabbi, verbally underline the word, not
a pol'lth:ianiédaism, he said, always a
tiny minorif® has held out fort,OOO
years against odds which no other
froup of people or believers has had to

ace.

To do this their ’secret weapon’’
must have been “moral,” which con-
veys a lesson for modern Issael. “If Is-
rael is not a moral society, dedicated to
the aspirations of the prophets as its
national goals, one might as weli
throw in the sponges,” he said.

For this reason he oppases the sale
of arms by Israel as a revenue-earner,
denounces ultra-nationals—we are a
peaple of God—and condemns the ill
treatment of captured terrorists and
minporities. O

Cardinal pressures state

for liberties, amnesty

3 MANILA

Cardinal Jaime Sin, archbishop of
Manila, declared in a pastoral letter
read from church pulpits that it was
“noble and patriotic” for citizens to
demand abolition of authoritarian de-
crees and powers and to call for am-
nesty for rolilical dissidents.

In swiftt response, the Philippine
government rejected the cardinal’s call,
cabinet ministers contending that gen-
eral amnesties had never worked.

Officially, the government says there
are no political prisoners, Those im-
prisoned are usually described as sub-
versives, criminals or members of the
military wing of the outlawed Commu-
nist Party. O

-

Countercharges mark
church-state tension

VATICAN CITY

Nicaragua’'s embassy to the Holy See
launched a harsh attack on the Vatican
and on Nicaraguan Roman Catholic
leaders and denied reports that the
Marxist government in Managua is
persecuting Catholic priests.

lts statement criticized the Vatican's
diplomatic office in Managua for
letting the city’s archbishop (Migue!
Obando y Bravo) promote and lead an
’itlegal’” demonstration. It also de-
fended the government's decision to
expel 10 foreign priests and to order
the trial of a native clergyman sus-

cted of ties to American-backed anti-

andinista rebels.

"’The government of Nicaragua is
not against the church, but it is against
anyone who places in doubt the ideals
of the revolution and the bases on
which the new state is being con-
structed,” said the embassy. “There-
fore, it is also against all uses made of
reli%ion aimed at creating an artificial
conflict between the church and the
revolution.”

Pope John Paul Il had expressed
“strang disapproval” for the expulsion
of the 10 priests and “close participa-
tion in the suffering of that church,
which continues...to proclaim its com-
mitment to promoting the rejection of
violence in the country, and a continu-
ation along the path of dialogue and
reconciliation.” O

Evangelicals protest use
of state funds for visit

MONTREAL

An association of 2,000 Protestant
churches has attacked the use of $24
million of Canadian government
money to finance Pope john Paul II's
visit to Canada in September.

The Evangelical Fellowship of Can-
ada said in a statement that it objects
to “the granting of government funds
to any religious leader whose visit 18 to
promote his religion, be he from
Rome, London or Iran, be he Billy Gra-
ham or the Pope.”

Ottawa has allocated the funds say-
ing the Pope is head of state as tempo-
ral ruler of Vatican City, a defense
called ““a moot point” by the evangel-
ical group.
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Baptist churches and the Salvation
Army are among the members of the
evangelical fellowship, O

Resistance meets plan to
discredit Christianity

NAIROCBI

Sudan’s Cathoiic bishops have is-
sued a pastoral letter to help church
members resist “’a well-sustained pro-
gram to discredit Christianity” in the
predominantly Moslem country,

With almost one million members,
the Roman Catholic Church is the
largest Christian body in the Sudan.
The two million Christians make up
about B percent of the total population.

Last year, President Gaatar Moham-
med Nimeiri made Shari’a Moslem law
the norm for all citizens, a move criti-
cized by eight Sudanese Christian
leaders; they called it an “often-brutal
traditional Islamic way of adminis-
tering justice.”’

In responding to allegations that
Christianity “is the cause of division
and instability,”” the bishops remarked,
“We seem to have very short memo-
ries. Several coup attempts have been
organized by Moslems; and some at-
tempts were very bloody. Yet nobody
ever blamed Islam for creating
instability.”

They also charged that the imposi-
tion of Shari'a law has led to situations
in which Christians are penalized for
not accepting Moslem religious prac-
tices. In some cases, "Christians are
called to take the oath of allegiance on
the Koran, thus exposing them to the
accusation of disloyalty if they refuse
fodoso.”" O

Commons defeats synod
over church appointments

LONDON
An unexpected clash between the
state church and the state erupted here
when the House of Commons defeated
a proposal which had the overwhelm-
ing approval of the general synod, the
patitament of the Church of England.
The proposal was to abolish a
350-year-old process for appointing
bishops once they had been named by
the monarch. This requires a dean and
chapter of the vacant diocese to “elect
the appointed person.
The “election” process was attacked
ag an expensive farce when it was de-
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bated in the synod. It was pointed out
that the church authorities had never
refused ta confirm the crown’s choice
since the Reformation.

Instead, the church asked the House
of Commons to replace this by a sim-
pler system under which the crown
would ask the archbishop of the prov-
ince to consecrate the chosen man-—or
in the future, possibly 8 woman. O

All-union Council plenum
plans 100th anniversay

MOSCOwW
Some 100 representatives of the All-
Union Council of Evangelical

Christians-Baptists in the USSR took
part in a plenum to move along with
plans for 100th anniversary celebra-
tions in Leningrad and Nove
Vasilievka in October.

The plenum adopted a six-page
message to the Union’s churches lead-
ing up to the anniversary, which in-
cluded an historical review as well as
encouraging future directions in evan-
gelism, education, unity and reconcili-
ation. O

Suspicion excusable, says

Scholar of anti-Semitism
SYDNEY

Zwi Werblowsky, professor of com-
parative religion at the Hebrew Uni-
versity, Jerusalem, one of whose inter-
ests is a learned study of
anti-Semitism, agreed that “we are not
very balanced—we detect small anti-
Semitic rats even where there are
none.”

He feels this attitude, though unfor-
tunate, is excusable, and that teday, in
a Christian-oriented western cuiture,
there is an assumption that fudaism is
inferior, that its religious observances
are mechanical, whereas Christianity,
having “surpassed and fulfilled” the
Mosaic tradition, offers genuine spirit-
ual life.

GERMAN BAPTISTS ON

GUILT
RUESCHLIKON
West German Baptists issued a
" Declaration of Guilt” for their behav-
iour during the Nazi period, The state-
ment said, “‘shame and grief fill us, es-
pecially when we consider the
persecution and the. mass extermina-
tion of the Jewish people. O

——NEWS-SCAN——

R eligious leaders, many of them of-
ficials of U.5. church agencies,
called upon President Augusto
Pinachet to halt the “suffering of the
Chilean people caused by the practices
of torture.” Their letter to the Chilean
president demanded an end to “‘secret
detention centers” and urged him to
control the abuses carried out by secu-
rity agents.... Church investment in
South Africa will cease for Rhade ls-
land American Baptists. At their an-
nual meeting the ABC/USA bady voted
to divest following the lack of success
in efforts to influence policy through
shareholder meetings. The Baptists
also reaffirmed church-state separation
as a "'legal guarantee and source of
support for re]iﬁious liberty. ... Dis-
crimination on the grounds of religious
belief, and equally of lack of faith,
should be prohibited by law, says the
Anti-discrimination Board in New
South Wales, Australla. A study re-
vealed that even those who suffered
religious discrimination were surprised
and shocked to find that it still ex-
isted. ... Pravda, the Community party
newspaper, is voicing serious concern
about religious influence among mi-
nority Soviet populations. Vigorous ef-
forts to stamp it out have been called
for on the charge that foreign enemies
of communism use religion to bolster
nationatist sentiments among Chris-
tians and Moslem believers.... A
Dutch millionaire says he plans to
turn his private corporation into a pub-

“ licly held corporation and donate the

$150 million proceeds to charitable
projects in the Third World. Piet
Derksen, a devout Roman Catholic,
said “My wealth has been like a stone
around my neck.” He believes his ac-
tion will help spread the word of
God.... The new general secretary of
the World Council of Churches, Emilio
Enrique Castro, says he was
“converted”’—not from ane church to
another, but to Jesus Christ” while a
teenager. He was pastor of Methodist
churches in Bolivia and Uruguay, and
has taught at numerous seminaries. ...
Some 4,000 young Baptists fram 68
countries were urged by Argentine
President Raul Alfonsin not to rest in
their support of religious libetty,
which he termed the fundamental lib-
erty for all other liberties. **Claim that
liberty for your nation and always act
as agents of reconciliation and peace.”
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CORRESPONDENCE

Reader response to the actions laken by
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs and to the festure material
found on these pages coniributes to di-
alogue and helps sharpen our under-
sundins. of the issues. Letters, signed
and with full address, should be kept 10
200 words. Editors reserve the right to
edit for length.

1 have just read a repost of the passage
of the Hatfield-Denton equal access bilf in
the Senate, The margin of viclory is indic-
ative, ) believe, of the effectiveness of the
BJCPA. 1 appreciate the vigor with which
you have waged a three-year battle on be-
half of the equal access principles. You
have served the constituents of the Baptist
Joint Committee very well.

| have no problem supporting both the
agency and its director because of the ef-
fective job they de in keeping our
churches informed and our concerns sep-
resented in Washington.

Tim L. Reddis
Hot Springs Village, ARK

... regarding the matter of diplomatic ex-
change between our government and the
Catholic Church. .. it certainly
neells to be resolved by the withdrawa) of
the representative to the Vatican, [ sup-
rt the strong case you have bduilt
opposing this violation of church/state
refations.

Earl Potts
Moatgomery, AL

[your leaflet] “’Religian in the Public
Classroom’’ contains vital information
which should be made available to
teachers as well as school board members.
Won't someone get these facts before the
general public? Most teachers don’t know
their rights in the use of the Bible and are
afraid to move In any direction.

Rbodalee Hailey
Carthage, TN

[The suggestion that this pamphlet be
placed in the hands of public school edu-
cators is most timely, particularly in wake
of the equal access legislation recently
voted into law. Weitten by BJCPA legal
counsel John Baker, this pacapMet pro-
vides valuable information on freedoms
and restrictions relating to religion and the
public schools.]

You do outstanding work in keeping us in-

formed. It is unfortunate that some others

do not see the invaluable service you do in

helping us to make intelligent decisions in
the “gray areas” of church and state.

David E. Ezekiel

Detiance, OH

I want to add my voicello those in sup-
port of the continued strong witness of the
Baptist joint Committee. I may not always
agree with a particular stand that you
take, but | spplaud your active defense of
the freedom of religion and the separation

of church and state.
Roger Gilbert
Whiteville, NC

Why does Dr. Hendricks conclude
that there are no simple ‘"Bible-to-
ballot’* directions to guide Christians
in casting their vote? Doesn’t the Bible
provide direct, self-interpreting an-
swers to ?uestiom of ethics, govern-
ment, etc.

“Norms with Forms” draws the Bi-
ble into decision-making beyond the
direct approach. Express this second
method in terms of ite strengths or
weaknesses.

Is “holistic’ a concept familiar to
you? Hendricks, drawing on theolo-
gian Schillebeeck, offers it in a synthe-
sis of the above two methods to brin
religious experience to informe
voting. What new elements does this
brin% to the discussion of Christian po-
litical responsibility?

If one begins by asserting God's sov-
ereignty over all creation {a holistic as-
sumption) why not favor a theocracy
in which the rule of God's law informs
and conditions all other law?
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How can one distinguish between
the Kingdom of God in the preaching
of Jesus and the theocratic ideal as ex-
pressed in ancient israel? Is it simply a
matter of grace vs. law?

Madison, and Jefferson who gave us
the phrase ““wall of separation,” are
called upon to support differing, often
conflicting points of view. Must we re-
gard that “wall” as impenetrable?

And what of the state’s neutrality to-
ward religion in light of religion’s need
to witness to its values in national life?
Does the mere fact that the church
uses the rolitlcal rocess violate the in-
tegrity of that wall.

ny Baptists believe the essence of
religious liberty includes both freedom
for rel lg‘;on as well as freedom from re-
ligion? Do you agree?

“Equal sccess” legislation, argued
on the basis of free speech, allows stu-
dent religious groups to meet in public
schools. How does it affirm free exer-
cise and yet not violate the First
Amendment prohibition against estab-
lishment of religion?

Keep up the good work! We Southern
Baptists like to claim kinship with the An-
abaptists, viewing them as heroes of the
faith. But we seem to have forgotten what
they stood for (freedom of conscience un-
det God) and what killed them (religious
intolerance.) We also pay lip service to
Christian unity, but you're about the only
thing we do jointly. |IEd: Alang with the
Baptist World Alliance|

Mike McWilllams
Dallas, TX

An excelient issue (july-August REPORT]|
... the SBC Convention sermon by Russell
Dilday. A powerful and prophetic word! [
just wanted to lob tn a bouquet and ex-
press appreciation for your Dawsonian
stance and style. “Religion and Politics are
too important not to be controversial.
fames V. Davison
Birmingham, Ml

Keep up the gaod work. Your efforts are
appreciated.

Bob Sandifer

Selma, AL
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From fast food franchises, designer
everythings and national television we
receive our blended identilies, like so
many briquets of pulverized individuals.

REFLECTIONS

James M. Dunn
Executive Director

II'I‘ o show that there ain’t no real Baptists
anymore” is why Will Campbell says he
wrote The Glad River. Alas, he has something.

Search for Baptists who see themselves as noncon-
formists. Ask fellow church members how they un-
derstand separation of church and state. Quiz those
of our own denominational label on their grasp of
“soul freedom” and “'religious liberty.” Test the
friends in Baptist life by the distinctives that marked
Baptists in the past. .

0 you wonder how any self-respecting Baptist
could possibly favor government-written prayers for
little school children? Were you surprised at the rela-
tively weak wail that went up when the President of
the United States appointed an ambassador to the
Roman Catholic Church? Can you believe that some
folks who call themselves Baptists actually want tui-
tion tax credits for private and parochial schools?

One does not have to look far to find the more ob-
vious answers. The forces at work in society that blur
individuality and promote anonymity affect us all.
Being a Christian does not grant one immunity from
those silent shapers of modern men and women.

Americans are mobile, uprooted. Every year one-
fifth of the population moves. We are an urban peo-
ple, crowded together. Even Texas, thought of as the
wide-open spaces, has 84 % of her people living in
cities. All of us are victims of rapid technological and
social change. The computer age, the nuclear era and
the television-dominated day still have our heads
spinning. We have barely accepted the idea of Future
Shock before being caught up in Megatrends.

The homogenization of culture is but one of those
intractable aspects of our times that makes us feel
like the product of a people processor. From fast
food franchises, designer everythings and national
television we receive our blended identities, like so
many briquets of pulverized individuals.

Baptists have never been insulated from the swirl
of social forces. In fact, because of our local church
autonomy, our democratic governance, our simple,
plain proclamation of the Gospel, our accessible wor-
ship available to the uninitiated and our urgent
evangelism we tend to be close to “the people.” We
are typically in touch with our culture and should be.
We are out there in everyday life where the folks are,
not locked away in a coilege or a cathedral. And so,
we suffer the anomie, the depersonatization and all
the pangs of our increasingly secular society. That is
not all bad, but we also tend to reflect the culture, to
echo the tune, to mimic the mood of our times.
Sometimes a Baptist can be like that little lizard, a
chameleon changing with the background.

This explains, to some degree, what has hagpened
to real Baptists. We are at least camouflaged by and
in our culture, See John Lee Eighmy’s Churches in
Cultural Captivity to dig around that idea some more.

Forces at work in the churches have also made it
harder to find rea) Baptists. The rapid growth in
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we are prime cand

Southern Baptist life has brought in a generation of
church members with little awareness of their heri-
tage. Since 1950 the largest Baptist body in the
United States has doubled, from 7 million members
to 14 million memters,

An ignorance of history and church-state relations
present in the general population has spilled over
into the churches. “Seventy-seven percent of Ameri-
cans polled in 1980 said they didn’t know what is in-
cluded in the First Amendment.” (The Washington
Post, July 4, 1984) Ask the deacons in your church to
identify Roger Williams or John Leland. Then check
the B.H.Q. (Baptist History Quotient) of the young
adults you know.

Further, "leaders in all the Baptist conventions and
conferences lament the failure to educate about Bap-
tist history, doctrinal distinctives, religious liberty
and its safeguard, church-state separation. Baptist
General Conference officers, North American Baptist
Seminary professors and Valley Forge types of tKe
American Baptist Churches all agree that we’ve de-
faulted on our responsibility to pass on the torch of
liberty so carefully tended by our forebears.

Then, it is popular taday fo say “I'm a Christian
first, only secondarily a Baptist.” There is a certain
ecumenism that is actually a cover for theological
sloth. There is a protestation of ecumenicity that is
fundamentally dishonest but popular and acceptable.

Our incarnationat religion came to us through par-
ticular people. The fleshed-out nature of Christian
faith demands specificity. To affirm a distinct tradi-
tion, to know wﬁo you are and from whence you
come doesn’t threaten or minimize our capacity for
cooperation with other Christians. Indeed, the ecu-
menical dish for today should probably be a tossed
salad rather than some melting-pot casserole.

What then do we do if real Baptists have anything
to offer and we can’t find any real Baptists? So much
needs to be done that the modest start suggested
here is disproportionately puny. Yet, the Baptist
Jaint Committee on Public Affairs is this year making
an intentional, deliberate effort to help Baptists re-
capture our heritage, We project a focused effort to
reaffirm religious liberty and church-state separation
as Baptist distinctives. We offer a crash course in the
application of Baptist principles to the political proc-
ess and governmental affairs, We claim the initiative
in affirming our identity.

Repori from the Capital becomes maore basic curricu-
lum material with this issue. Camera-ready clips for
church bulieting are available. Teaching and
discussion aids will be in each copy. Circulation dra-
matically increases. Core libraries on religious liberty
are available for participating churches, aiong with
video tapes, a hot line for current information, A
network of Baptist lawyers and other lay leaders is
developing.

“Ain’t no reai ’.lsm" anymore,” Maybe not, but

ates for resurrection.(]
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REVIEWS

REVIVE US AGAIN:
A Sojourner’s Story
By )Jim Wallis, Nashville: Abingdon

Prese, 1903, 192 pp.
im Wallis was the type of all-
American boy who keeps popping

up in all those articles about the post-

World War Il baby-boom generation:

the son of an evangelica ﬂ:stor, a

bright young teenager with the poten-

tial of becoming the “boy most likely
to succeed,” everyone's favorite son,
the inheritor of the American dream.

Then the.dream fell apart. He began
to encounter contradictions between
this American dream and his Christian
faith. Raised to believe in the equality
of all people before God, he was
shaken to find that during the turbu-
lent sixties both his nation and his
church were unabashedly racist in
their re)«:tion of Blacks. Close on the
heels of this dissppointment came the
reglidpion of an even grealer contra-
di : his nation, founded on idle-;'j
3 democratic self-determination,

e engaged in an immoral war.

In seeking to proclaim the Christian
call to mercy, justice, and peace in the
face of the destabilizing, demoralizing,
polarizing Vietnam conflict, he found
the church, instead, to be more ron-
cerned with adhering to a false idea of
“patriotism” which included a denial
that Christian faith had anything to do
with the issues of war, poverty and
racism.

Angry, frustrated, sensing betrayal,
Jim Wallis found that in his hours of
need his church had abandoned him.
He began to question the very roots of
his faith in a quest for truth that took
him to the depths of despair and
alienation before he was able to begin a
long to experience anew the
radical claims and promises of the New
Testament and the gospel it proclaims.

Encountered anew Jesus Christ,
he finds the proclamation of the King-
dom of God which dawns in triumph
over the systems of oppression and in-
justice. way of Jesus overtums the
assumptions of the Right, Left and
Middle and presents a genuinely new
option for both our zrsoml and polit-
ical lives. He calls for a life lived for
God, for neighbor, for the poor and
even for enemies. Through the Sermon
on the Mount Wallis began to find his
z;yh back to service in s community of

Puge %

Revive us Again speaks to all of us
who are disappointed in and/or angry
with the hypocritical lip-service which
so often passes for Christianity and
who feet that there must be more to
faith than simple affirmation of tradi-
tional confessions or participation in
civil religion. Wallis takes us through
the painful crisis of faith which results
in a transforming encounter with God
in Jesus Christ in a way that leads him
to re-evaluate our old assumptions
about God, Christ, faith and Christian
responsibility as they relate to life in
America today. O

THE SPELLBINDERS,
Charismatic Political Leadership

By Ann Reth Willnes, New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1984,

T kis book presents an excellent
analysis of charismatic political
lealiship in world affajss, using as its
chief models or examples, Gandhi,
Hitler, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Sukameo, Mussolini and Castro.

In using the word ““charisma’ or
charismatic, the author utilizes the
term in its dictionary sense—"a per-
sonal magic of leadership arousing
special, popular loyalty or enthusiasm
(for a leader).” While there is no refer-
ence to the biblical terms for the “gift
of the Holy Spirit,” one cannot read
this book and escape the obvious simi-
larities, correlations, and overlappings
between the two concepts.

A deliberate effort is made to refrain
from value judgments and moral eval-
uations in describing the above men-
tioned leaders. The reason is abviously
to achieve an objectivity in the reader’s
mind with respect to methods and
techni:I:gs of the charismatic personal-
ity, rather than the end results. Willner
trusts us to know the difference be-

REVIEWERS

Michasl Litaker, a first-time reviewer, is
pastor of First Baptist Chuech, Saluda,
NC. Camoll Armeld.out in Tuscon, AZ,
writes prolificatly on a variety of subjects.

tween Hitler and Gandhi, but both had
charisma of the highest order.

One chapter, on the Invocation of
Myth, is particularly fascinating in
showing how leaders use the myths,
stories, traditions, history and heroes
of their nation’s past to enhance and
forward their own cause and personal
power.

The book, an excellent review of his-
tory, most illuminatingly shows how
the Ayatoilah Khomeini, certainly
charismatic enough, identified himself
with ancient myths and the history of
Iran and Persia to overthrow the Shah
and entrench himself in power.

One misses any analysis of Martin
Luther King, another prime example of
the kind of charismatic leadership the
author is describing. King is men-
tioned only tangentially as a disciple of
Gandhi.

Every Freacher should read this
book. It atfords a splendid rationale for
what they are already doing. Laity
should read this book in arder to keep
the preachers honest.

Ruth Ann Willner, the authos, is a
professor of political science at the
University of Kansas. Her scholarship
and scholarly apparatus is impeccable;
Kansas is most fortunate. D
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