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'Untrumpeted Contribution'

You have seen in writing and have heard the short­
ened version, yet when first delivered in 1790, John

Curran warned in a "Speech upon the Right of Elec­
tion:" "The condition upon which God hath given lib­
erty to man is eternal vigilance; which condition if he
break, servitude is at once the consequence of his crime
and the punishment of his guilt."

Vigilance over freedom remains one of humankind's
unfinished tasks. With this in mind, we recognize ef­
forts of our late colleague John Baker toward that goal,
but not with personal sentiments alone. John always
tended to religious freedom as a never-ending pursuit
rather than seeking personal acclaim. A dear friend,
Francis Hensley says of John that his was an
"untrumpeted contribution."

In exercising the fullness of his commitment to Jesus
Christ, John among other things was a warm friend,
scholar, deacon, and at times a preacher; yet in all
these, an unrelenting proponent of freedom of the
spirit and an enemy of spiritual and political captivity.
How, then, could it be other than that his intellectual
and spiritual curiosity would draw him to further ex­
plore in legal and historical antecedents the freedom of
conscience?

Rosemary Brevard (VIEWS) working from his card
file, tries to pinpoint the direction John was taking in a
volume focusing on Roger Williams and his mentor, Sir
Edward Coke. Open to unveiling truth, John reshaped
some assumptions as his study progressed, and leaves
as a legacy to another, this researched but not com­
pleted book—with space, too, for more original input.

Dean Kelley wants no special favors for religion, de­
spite its special status under the First Amendment. But
he laments the "diminishing understanding" and "ap­
preciation" for the work and needs of religious bodies
and the value of religious pluralism in the U.S. John
Baker, enjoyed a mutually supportive relationship with
Kelley's office, exemplified in the challenge to IRS over
"integrated auxiliaries" and success in the enactment of
the "Equal Access Act." Kelley's article testifies to the
"frontier issues" Baker faced almost daily.

William Pinson's Religious Liberty Day article em­
phasizes anew some implications of soul freedom. For
Baptists, authority originates in the power of the Spirit
of God which illuminates conscience and guides inter­
pretation of scripture. Soul freedom is also the basis of
handling contradiction and conflict with ecclesiastical
and political authority. It grants freedom to believe or
not to believe, even as it rejects all forces which would
coerce conscience. Pinson encourages Baptists today to
trust freedom as the context for declaring the Good
News that God in Christ is reconciling the world unto
himself.

Obnoxious flippancy, perhaps self-righteous arro­
gance, may become the fate of anyone who seeks or
feels led to defend the truth. In REFLECTIONS, James
Dunn suggests it could result by faithlessly identifying
our own knowledge with that which belongs to faith
alone. Often, it leads to libeling others with a label.
[Truth is a "slippery fellow to whom labels do not read­
ily adhere."] Further, Dunn decries minimizing per­
sonal religious experience and suggests we all live as in
the presence of God and before each other with respect
and integrity.!! victor Tupitza
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news/views/trends

The Baptist Joint Committee in an unusual tactical move has asked the U. S. Supreme Court to
delay decisions in two pending parochial aid cases until the court considers a third dispute
involving a Southern Baptist seminary professor. That case Bennett v. Wamble, pits the new
Secretary of Education William J. Bennett against Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary's G. Hugh Wamble.

Earl W. Trent, Jr., an American Baptist representative on the Committee and house counsel
of his denomination's Board of National Ministries, urged the delay because the two "have
inadequate factual records when compared to the extensive factual record in the case at
bar." Wamble has been fighting Title I aid for parochial schools since 1977 when he filed suit
in federal district court challenging the funding in Missouri.

Wamble has amassed extensive evidence challenging the funneling of federal funds into
Missouri parochial schools. His suit, therefore, asks the court to delay its decision on
Anguilar v. Felton in New York City, and in the School District of Grand Rapids v. Ball,
until ruling on his own case; or at least hear his case before rendering a decision. Last
December U.S. District Judge Joseph E. Stevens, Jr. of Kansas City ruled for Wamble, but
stayed his injunction against continuing aid until the Supreme Court makes its rulings. •

Hailed as an "instrument of peace," Jimmy Carter, former president of the United States and
Baptist Sunday school teacher has become the first American to receive the World
Methodist Peace Award. In his acceptance address, Mr. Carter called on the United States
"to be a champion of peace and human rights." He said, "When we fail to defend civil rights
at home and human rights for others, the resulting silence is deafening to those who suffer
despair, and oppressors rejoice." •

The American Baptist Churches, USA at its June biennial meeting in Portland, Oregon will
present The Edwin T. Dahlberg Peace Prize to George W. Hill, pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, Washington, D. C. Hill will be cited for “his many years of service in the cause of
peace and in reconciliation among races, among religious bodies, and among nations." Most
recently he has served as chairman of the National Peace Academy Campaign. The prize
was instituted in 1964 by Mr. and Mrs. Victor H. Gavel of Delmar Avenue Baptist Church, St.
Louis, Missouri, a church affiliated with both American and Southern Baptists. •

Two leading players in the ongoing debate over the constitionality of the "Equal Access Act of
1984" tackled the issue at the annual meeting of the Coalition for Public Education and
Religious Liberty. Maryland attorney general Stephen H. Sachs, who has advised his state's
school administrators the legislation is unconstitutional, told participants that the
"overwhelming purpose" of the act is to do for religious activities what has already been
done for secular activities. "Making it equal is an enhancement of it," Sach insistorf.

On the other side, Christian Legal Society attorney Sam Ericsson, currently representing a
group of Williamsport, Pa. students in their equal access case pending before the U.S.
Supreme Court, believes the act does not overstep First Amendment bounds. He explained
that equal access supporters do not seek state-sponsored religious meetings, declaring, "If
you want to kill religion, make it official." The key differences between Sachs' and
Ericsson's view centered on what constitutes school sponsorship of religious activities. •
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William M. Pinson, Jr.

Soul freedom
Baptists liiinp Their BiblicalFaith

“The goal of our instruction is love
from a pure heart,and a good con­
science, and a sincere faith.”

I TIMOTHY 1:15

Two major distinctions have signifi­
cantly marked Baptists during our

history: a commitment to the Bible as the
written Word of God and a devotion to
religious liberty— freedom of con­
science, freedom of religion, freedom of
worship. Baptists have insisted that each
Christian has the freedom to interpret
the Bible and that the authority for such
freedom comes from the Bible itself. We
have declared that no one has the right
to interfere with this freedom—neither
ecclesiastical nor governmental officials.

Religious Liberty and Biblical Faith
Baptists believe in looking to the

teachings of the Bible rather than the tra­
ditions of society for authority in faith
and practice. Convinced that the Bible
clearly teaches religious liberty, Baptists
have been willing not only to live by this
teaching, but to die for it.

The belief in religious freedom is
rooted deeply in biblical teachings con­
cerning salvation. The Bible declares that
all are lost without Christ and that any­
one who is saved must be saved by faith
in Christ. The faith that saves cannot be
coerced, but must be voluntary. In the
New Testament it is by the "Sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God,"
not by the sword of men, that people are
brought to Christ. The only valid belief
is voluntary and expresses itself volun­
tarily in confession, witness, and minis­
try. If God himself chose not to override
our wills in order to bring us salvation,
then surely we ought not endeavor to
coerce persons to bring them to trust in
Christ. Equally important, religious lib­
erty requires that believers be free to
share their faith with others, to witness
and evangelize.
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Soul liberty also demands freedom of
worship—that a person be free to wor­
ship or not to worship and that a be­
liever be free to worship God according
to the dictates of conscience. In a sense
freedom of worship is a corollary of the
biblical teaching of the priesthood of the
believer, a precious truth for Baptists.
Each believer is a priest, one needing no
intermediary between himself and God,
having access to God freely without a
go-between. Equally important, each be­
liever is to serve and minister to others,
to be a priest to them.

Soul liberty relates to our Baptist belief
concerning the nature of a church. Bap­
tists contend that a person should not be
made a member of a church because of
birth into a so-called Christian family or
in a so-called Christian nation or because
of law or coercion. Believing in a regen­
erate church membership, we insist that
a church is to be a body of baptized be­
lievers, persons who have freely be­
lieved and voluntarily been baptized.

For such freedom to be thoroughly en­
joyed a church must be free from outside
control, from either a religious or a polit­
ical power. Optimum freedom is real­
ized when there is a free church in a free
state, a state with a government which
recognizes freedom of worship, speech,
press and assembly. Furthermore, the
government should be free from ecclesi­
astical control just as a church should be
free from governmental control.

Religious Liberty and Political Freedom
From the first century until the pres­

ent, a constant struggle has been carried
on for religious liberty. Part of the strug­
gle has been against authoritarian eccle­
siastical powers who would control the
beliefs and practices of believers and 

churches alike. They have insisted that
their interpretation of the Bible was the
interpretation and that all believers were
to conform. Against such religious des­
pots Baptists have hurled the teachings
of holy scripture, holding high the
priesthood of the believer, the compe­
tency of the individual soul before God,
and religious liberty.

Another battle has been waged against
political leaders who would use religion
for their own gain, often to maintain
conformity for supposed national stabil­
ity and strength. Numerous govern­
ments have endeavored to force citizens
to conform to official state religions. Un­
fortunately, some Christians have been
all too eager to become the pet of the
state, accepting the aid of government to
enforce their own doctrines and religious
practices. Baptists have never been or
desired to be an official state church for
any nation nor the "established religion"
for any society. Furthermore, when we
have been true to our biblical faith, we
have never wanted to use the power of
the state to propagate the gospel.

Today many different patterns exist
between church and state. The struggle
between religious liberty and political
power continues. In some nations Chris­
tianity is persecuted and in others it is
tolerated. In some it is still the official
state religion. In a few countries there is
genuine religious freedom and soul lib­
erty; apparently political liberty and reli­
gious liberty go hand in hand, each to
some degree related to the other.

Even when religious freedom is guar­
anteed by political powers, Christians
believing in soul liberty can never rest
content. The political system of the
United States of America has made pos­
sible as much religious liberty as any po­
litical system in the world. However,
government is frequently eager to use
religion for its own end, and organized
religion is often willing to utilize the
power of the state to coerce belief and
practice. Change is constant and thus we
must be vigilant to see that change is to­
ward freedom, not bondage.

Religious Liberty and Baptists Today
Where Baptists enjoy religious liberty

we should utilize it not only for our
good, but for the good of others. The Bi­
ble clearly teaches that we are saved in
order to serve, that we are free in order
to help free others. Let us use our free­
dom to proclaim freely the Good News
that God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself. Let us never be
guilty of using our freedom selfishly but
always use it unselfishly that others may
hear the Good News and be free to re­
spond to it.

We also have a responsibility to those
who made possible this freedom. Our
Baptist forefathers prayed, worked, and
even died in order that we might have
freedom of religion. Eternal vigilance is
the price of all liberty, including reli­
gious liberty. We must be watchful to­
ward government leaders who would
use religion for political purposes. We
should be vigilant against ecclesiastical
leaders who would impose their beliefs
and practices on others by the use of
government power. We must instruct
and inspire our own people, some of
whom may have so little trust in the
power of Christ that they are tempted to
use the power of the state to propagate
the gospel.

Questions related to church and state
are seldom easy to answer. Issues are
complex. Emotions run high. Traditions
can erode biblical teaching. Rapid
change, social disruption and national
peril all can tempt us to trade freedom
for security. But in Christ security and
freedom go together. Where the Spirit of
the Lord is there is true freedom aand
real security. We Baptists live our biblical
faith as we establish, preserve, and exer­
cise our religious liberty in Christ.O

Dr. Pinson is the executive director of the
Baptist General Convention of Texas (SBC).
He has been president of the Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Seminary, and taught
Christian ethics at Southwestern Seminary.
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The First Amendment built "a wall of separation
between Church and State.”—Thomas Jefferson

VIEWS OF THE WALL Rosemary Brevard

I ohn Baker's untimely death meant
J "loss" of so much. His friendship,
sense of humor and loving Christian
spirit are gone; his detailed knowledge
of so many church-state issues, his facil­
ity with words, his keen insight into le­
gal relationships are sorely missed. He
also left a book researched but
unwritten.

July 1982 - May 1983 was John's sab­
batical. He lived in the village of Islip,
England that year in Town End House, a
house predating the American Revolu­
tion. He studied at Oxford, 7 miles
away, or at the British Library, housed
in the British Museum in London, a
short drive from Islip.

His choice of research topic was dic­
tated by two needs: (1) a need which he
perceived among Baptists to know more
about their own history and heritage; (2)
his own felt need as general counsel of
the Baptist Joint Committee to under­
stand more fully the English common
law bases of the beginnings of religious
liberty in America and of the unique
form religious liberty took here.

Both his years of college teaching and
his years of writing testimony and legal
briefs for this Baptist public affairs
agency familiarized John with the high
degree of religious liberty permitted in
the colony of Rhode Island by its
founder Roger Williams. Williams held
such unorthodox but seminally Baptistic
ideas as that freedom to believe also in­
volved the freedom not to believe and
that freedom to worship also required a
freedom not to worship. John's favorite
and oft-used Williams' quote was,
"Forced worship is a stinck [sic] in the
nostrils of God" The Bloudy Tenent of
Persecution).

Because Williams claimed to have ab­
sorbed his ideas on religious liberty at
the feet of Sir Edward Coke, John be­
lieved that study of the eminent English
lawyer's interpretation of the law would
reveal the bases of Williams' belief about
proper church-state relations. Light
would thus be shed on the foundations
of the American concept of religious lib­
erty. John envisioned a book tentatively
titled From Coke to Williams: The Common
Law Bases of the American Concept of Reli­
gious Liberty.

Already acquainted with Williams' be­
liefs and thoroughly grounded in Ameri­
can colonial, revolutionary and constitu­
tional history and law, John began his
research in England with Coke's own
works, Reports and Institutes. Then he
read public documents and state papers
detailing Coke's speeches, books that
were important to Coke, contemporary
and modern critiques of Coke. Extensive
study of primary and secondary sources
on the social/religious/political/legal mi­
lieu of Coke's life during the reigns of
Elizabeth I, James I and Charles I
followed.

A visitor toward the end of the sabbat­
ical asked how the project was going.
John answered that instead of narrowing
it had grown. After his death an outline
was found among his research notes for
a book entitled So Great an Oracle: Sir
Edward Coke and American Liberties. This
title was probably drawn from a state­
ment of Charles I in 1631. Hearing that
Coke was writing a book concerning the
Magna Carta, the king prohibited the
publication fearing that it might preju­
dice his prerogative "for Sir Edward is
held too great an oracle amongst the
people, and they may be misled by any­
thing that carries such an authority as all
things do that he either speaks or
writes." Apparently, John's research
findings convinced him that a work
viewing American religious liberty as im­
pacted by Coke through Williams, while
not inaccurate, would be far from com­
prehensive. The more helpful, illuminat­
ing view would be Coke's impacting
American religious, political and eco­
nomic liberties through many person­
ages and basic documents of our colo­
nial, revolutionary and early national
periods.

According to his note cards, John's re­
search unearthed both high praises of
Coke and criticisms of inconsistencies
and inaccuracies in the claims he made
for the common law and Magna Carta.
There are many cards on the claimed in­
fluence and lack thereof of Coke on
Williams, John Adams, Samuel Adams,
Jefferson, Patrick Henry; on the first
Massachesetts Code (1600's), the
Virginia Charter (issued by Coke as
James I's attorney general), the Rhode
Island Charter, the Bill of Rights.

Scattered among the note cards are
some labeled "Baker" containing some
of his conclusions, some theses for So
Great an Oracle:

My contention will be that Coke has
to be understood by the roles he
played at various parts of his career.
To me Coke, when on the court, saw
the judiciary as the best protector of
the rights of Englishmen. After the
king had completely subdued the
courts to his will — including giving
Coke the sack — Coke saw in Parlia­
ment the best protection.

America saw in Coke ideas that it
wanted to adopt and use — even if
scholars have been able to demon­
strate, at a later date, that all of Coke's
precedents do not check out.

Coke influenced the development of
economic liberalism resulting in an at­
titude of restricted government regula­
tion of the economic processes which
could logically be assumed to carry
over into a non-role for government in
religious affairs.
John envisioned So Great an Oracle in

two parts. Part I would cover "The Scene
in Britain." Chapter I would be "The
Soil: Britain in the First Third of the 17th
Century;" Chapter II would be "The Pro­
duce: Sir Edward Coke." In the latter,
Coke's ideas on liberty which impacted
America were to be detailed: freedom of
religion, freedom of speech, rule of law
not of men, fundamental freedoms in a
written fundamental law, economic free­
dom, judicial review, trial by jury. Part II
would treat "The American Experience"
in several chapters: "Roger Williams and
the New England Experience;" "The
Virginia Experience and the Bill of
Rights," with emphasis on the religion
clauses and what they mean in terms of
the Coke heritage; "Judicial Review;"
and "Economic Liberalism."

Grief has many faces. For John Baker's
co-workers, one such face is that we will
never have the benefit of his in-depth re­
search and studied conclusions to illu­
mine our understanding of the liberties
we enjoy as American citizens. 
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John Baker was a fighter. Determined to defeat a
threat to the First Amendment's separation of
church and state, he would work late, walk long

the halls of Congress and plead passionately. Yet, he
was also a reconciler. Hour after hour he painstak­
ingly brought together individuals and organizations
which would not normally be in the same room.
Bridge-builder and realist, John was a firm believer in
both church-state separation and the free exercise of
religion. James M. Dunn

John pushed himself to excel and in a relatively
short time became an acknowledged authority in

the field of constitutional law as it relates to separa­
tion of church and state. He was an incisive writer -
clear in his thinking and straightforward in his ap­
proach to the many problems raised by repeated ef­
forts across the years to abridge the separation
doctrine.

It was been rightly said that "death, like life, is a
gift of God." John is now in the company of the one
Great Judge of us all, whose words to John must have
been, "Well done, good and faithful servant."

Melvin G. Cooper, director
State Ethics Commission

State of Alabama

I first met John just after he joined the staff of the
Baptist Joint Committee ... [and was] impressed

with his conviction for the integrity of the separation
of church and state, as well as his ability to articulate
this concern. That and his genuine concern for people
lingers with me to this day.

W. L. Howse, III
Lewisville, Texas

It has been over 15 years ago since John Baker came
to the Baptist Joint Committee, bringing with him

the self-discipline of a good football lineman (such he
had been at the University of Texas) and settling
down to play an effective position on a winning team.

The BJC at the time was creditably involved in legis­
lative advocacy, the eduation of its constitutency, and
some sociological interpretation of the political scene.
John's often untrumpeted contribution increased the
Committee's effectiveness on the national scene, en­
hanced its reputation and subtly changed the direc­
tion of its impact.

One of his understandable triumphs came when
a legal consultant accepted without any changes a
brief that John had written. It was inevitable that John
should take steps to eliminate the middleman by
earning his own degree in law.

A few years ago this writer was responsible for in­
viting John to be the leader of a state-wide gathering,
sponsored by the Council of Churches, on the current
church-state issues, some of which are quite threat­
ening to some of the church groups. John, ever the
patient teacher, gave his usual clear presentation;
skillfully answered questions; avoided the booby-
traps of special interests; found the illustrative
back-up to rescue those sinking in the unfamiliar
morasses of constitutional ideology—all without sa­
crificing the integrity of the constitutional principles
with which he was concerned.

Large in body and in spirit, he was unimpressed by
pretension but was at ease with political pooh-bahs,
committee staff associates along with the casual at­
tendants of local church meetings. He ably repre­
sented the Committee both in the realm of constitu­
tional verities and in the motley gatherings of the
marginally interested.

Francis W. Hensley
Eden Mills, VT
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News in Brief
Sandinistas renege on
evangelist’s program

WASHINGTON
Southern Baptist evangelist has
charged that Nicaraguan authori­

ties have gone back on their agreement
to permit him to distribute food and
clothing and to conduct evangelistic
services in the war-torn Central Ameri­
can nation.

Larry Jones, who heads an Oklahoma
City-based evangelistic and relief minis­
try called Feed the Children, told report­
ers two weeks ago that top Nicaraguan
officials, including President Daniel
Ortega, had assured him he could
preach without restrictions and that
more than 130 local participating
churches would be allowed to distribute
the food and clothing supplied by his
ministry.

Instead, Jones charged during an April
23 press conference on Capitol Hill that
Nicaraguan authorities had confiscated
his large food shipment as well as reli­
gious publications he took with him to
Nicaragua. Rather than being permitted
to preach in a national stadium or some
other large facility, Jones told a group of
reporters in the office of Sen. David L.
Boren, D-Okla., that he spoke in a
church yard while in Nicaragua.

Jones said he returned to Washington
to meet with Boren and other members
of the Oklahoma congressional delega­
tion in hopes of having pressure exerted
on Nicaraguan leaders to release the
food and other supplies. He dismissed
the notion of any connection between
his press conference and the House and
Senate votes scheduled the next day on
President Reagan's request for $14 mil­
lion in aid to rebels fighting Nicaragua's
Sandinista government.

"I'm not trying to influence the vote,"
Jones declared, adding that he was try­
ing to "surface the issue" as much as
possible in an effort to influence Ortega
to release his supplies.

Jones predicted the international com­
munity will look with "ill repute" on the
affair and expressed optimism that his
food would be released.

He added, however, "If I don't get the
food back, I doubt if we will work in
Nicaragua."

Jones said his shipment of 228,000
pounds of beans and rice and 25,000
pounds of clothing arrived in Nicaragua
in late March. He estimated the food he
shipped would supplement the diets of

50,000 people for a month. In addition,
Jones said he lost 5,000 Spanish New
Testaments, 600 Spanish Bibles, 50,000
gospel tracts and 10,000 sermons trans­
lated into Spanish.

"Yes I feel duped," Jones said in re­
sponse to a reporter's question. "I feel
double-crossed. I came home empty
handed."

Jones, member of First Southern Bap­
tist Church, Del City, Okla., told report­
ers three stipulations must be met before
his ministry goes into a country. He
must be permitted to preach; local
churches must be permitted to distribute
food and clothing; and Jones must be al­
lowed to film some of the distribution
activities.

"There is nobody more shocked about
this than I am," Jones said of the devel­
opments. "I am doubly shocked that this
was done right before the vote
tomorrow." 

Blind theology student
asks rehabilitation funds

WASHINGTON
The U.S. Supreme Court will decide

during its next term whether a blind
man preparing for a career in the minis­
try is entitled to federal and state voca­
tional rehabilitation funds on an equal
basis with other applicants.

Confronting the justices is a decision
by the Washington (State) Supreme
Court that Larry Witters, a Seattle man
who is studying theology at two reli­
gious schools, may not receive the
funds. That panel last year prohibited
granting the money, ruling in part that
to do so would have the primary effect
of advancing religion in violation of the
First Amendment's ban on an establish­
ment of religion.

Witters was first denied the assistance
when the State Commission for the
Blind adopted a policy that Washing­
ton's constitution "forbids the use of
public funds to assist an individual in
the pursuit of a career or degree in theol­
ogy or related areas."

In papers filled with the nation's high
court, Witters' attorney asked the jus­
tices to rview those findings, warning
that "the Commission for the Blind's ex­
cessive zeal to separate church and state
under the Establishment Cluas, appears
to have created a clear-cut Free Exercise
violation." 

Federal judge strikes
W. Va. school prayer law

BECKLEY, WV
West Virginia's school prayer law,

which was overwhelmingly approved by
voters as a constitutional amendment
last year, has been struck down by a fed­
eral judge as violating the U.S.
Constitution.

The law set aside a period each school
day for silent prayer or meditation, But
Judge Elizabeth Hallanan said it violated
the First Amendment because it "both
advances and inhibits religion and fos­
ters an excessive government entangle­
ment with religion."

She said nothing impedes the right to
pray in schools, but that state and fed­
eral laws prohibit government sponsor­
ship of such prayer. 

Loss of teaching contract
linked to profs novel

BUIES CREEK, NC
A faculty member at Campbell Univer­

sity, a school affiliated with and finan­
cially supported by the Baptist State
Convention (Southern Baptist), said his
teaching contract for 1985-86 has been
withheld because of a novel he has
written.

The book Raney: A Novel, by Clyde C.
Edgerton, tells the story of the life and
problems—in a small North Carolina
college town—of a young wife who is a
conservative Free Will Baptist and her
husband, who is a liberal Episcopalian
from Atlanta.

Norman A. Wiggins, president of
Campbell University and also president
of the Baptist State Convention, refused
to comment on why Edgerton's contract
was being withheld. He said, "I think
it's a private, personal matter regarding
people and their employment."

However, T. Robert Mullinax of
Raleigh, executive secretary of the Bap­
tist State Convention's Council on
Higher Education, said, "I've been in
this work nearly 15 years, and I do not
know of any situation that has arisen
where a person has been denied a con­
tract because of any publicaton they
have done. The right of free expression
and academic freedom is one of the
rights that is treasured by Baptists and
Baptist institutions." 
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Chesser named news
editor of Arkansas daily

WASHINGTON
Larry G. Chesser, who has covered

the U. S. Congress for the Washington
Bureau of Baptist Press and REPORT
from the CAPITAL, will become news
editor of the Log Cabin Democrat, a daily
newspaper in Conway, Arkansas.

Chesser, edited "News Briefs" and
"Washington Observations" for
REPORT and covered the Capital Hill
beat for five years. He established a rep­
utation as a knowledgeable interpreter
and reporter of the congressional legisla­
tive process.

His writing earned several first place
awards in competitions of the Baptist

Public Relations Association, the South­
ern Baptist communication and public
relations organization.

Bureau chief Stan Hastey observed
that Chesser, who is also informa­
tion assistant for the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public affairs, has "helped
Baptists understand complex events and
trends in the Congress. We will miss his
hard-earned expertise and the overall ex­
cellence of his coverage."

A 1970 graduate of Ouachita Baptist
University in journalism, Chesser earned
a master of divinity degree from South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. There,
he was news director and managing edi­
tor of The Tie, the school's national
alumni publication.

After graduation at Ouachita and prior
to attending Southern, he was sports ed­
itor at the Log Cabin Democrat and later
covered sports for the Arkansas Democrat
in Little Rock.

Married to the former Nancy J. Mat­
thews, a nurse, the Chessers have two
daughters, Caren and Rachel. 

CZ]

News Analysis

CRECHE:

NO DECISION BY HIGH COURT

When it announced March 27 it was
evenly split on a key church-state

case involving Christmas nativity
scenes—thereby affirming a lower tribu­
nal's decision and avoiding a clear-cut
decision of its own—the Supreme Court
of the United States exhibited itself at its
mystifying worst.

The dispute, involving the village of
Scarsdale, N.Y.'s refusal to allow a pri­
vate group to erect a creche in a public
park, gave the high court a badly needed
chance to clarify an equally mystifying
decision last term. In that case, decided
by the narrowest 5-4 margin, the city of
Pawtucket, R.I. was told it could con­
tinue to own a creche and display it dur­
ing the Christmas season, provided the
Christ-child was surrounded by other,
secular figures of the season, characters
like Santa Claus and Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer.

In fact, the high court held in that de­
cision that because Christmas had be­
come so secularized the manger was but
incidental to the commercial interests of
downtown Pawtucket merchants, it
could rule that official sponsorship of
one of Christianity's holiest symbols met
constitutional muster.

Presumably reasonable observers of
the high court naturally expected this
year's decision to buttress that line of
thought, perhaps even ruling that mu­
nicipalities may not be forced against
their will to display the creche, espe­
cially when it was to stand alone in a
public park.

Instead, the 4-4 cop-out resolved noth­
ing, leaving Scarsdale officials and their
counterparts elsewhere uncertain as to
what they should do, yet with the una­
voidable hint they should do little to ob­
struct zealous citizens who insist that a
public park rather than a church yard is
where the Christ-child should be
venerated.

In fairness it must be noted that the tie
vote came about when Justice Lewis F.
Powell Jr.—absent from the bench for 10
weeks recovering from prostate
surgery—declined to participate in the
decision. Although Supreme Court rules 

gave Powell the right to vote in any of
the 56 cases he missed, he apparently
has decided not to do so.

Because his is more and more the piv­
otal fifth vote in close church-state cases
and because he prizes judicial consist­
ency, it is certainly conceivable Powell
might have delivered the needed fifth
vote for the town's position.

But the larger question must be how
any of the five justices who endorsed
last year's reasoning in the Pawtucket
decision that the creche is a "passive
symbol" of the season when accompan­
ied by the season's secular symbols,
could have voted this year for what was
undeniably an active symbol unaccom­
panied by Santa, Rudolph and the rest.

Perhaps the entire question of where
and how the creche ought to be dis­
played is not one of the pivotal church­
state questions of the ages, although
Jews probably would argue otherwise.
Yet the Supreme Court's bungling of the
Scarsdale case points to a larger problem
in the church-state field, the court's con­
tinued blurring of the line separating the
two realms.

It also undercuts the credibility of
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger and his
ongoing demand for a new national
court of appeals to take some of the
pressure of an increased caseload off the
high court. As long as his court persists
in making irrational non-decisions in
cases that ought to be cleanly resolved,
how can the chief justice convince Con­
gress another super-court is needed?

More important, this Supreme Court
needs to understand that the country
looks to it for definitive interpretations
of the Constitution. After all, that is why
the nation's founders created the third
branch of government. These nine indi­
viduals are expected to take on the close
calls and make them cleanly and
decisively.

Instead the country is getting signals
from the Burger court that it is unable or
unwilling to decide the close issues, that
it would rather put off the close calls for
another day. And that is a shame.D

Stan Hastey
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Dean M. Kelley

Frontier Issues
of

Religious Liberty
hurches in the United States need

Cto be aware of developing threats
to religious liberty, particularly to

the collective free exercise of religion by
which their members pursue their reli­
gious interests together in and through
the churches.

Some of these threats are not yet gen­
erally recognized because they are still
small, scattered, localized or seemingly
technical in nature. Yet the time to rem­
edy them is precisely before they be­
come large, central and entrenched.

The free exercise of religion is being
increasingly constrained and confined by
the encroachment of neighboring inter­
ests and institutions, especially govern­
ment, which seem to think that it is suf­
ficient for religion to be freely exercised
inside the church building for an hour or
two on Sunday morning. Anything be­
yond that must take its chances with
competing claims. Churches need to
make clear that religious activity has
never been confined to the church prem­
ises or to one hour a week, and that it is
entitled to certain respect and protection
wherever and whenever it occurs.

At the very least, the collective free ex­
ercise of religion requires a large degree
of autonomy for religious bodies to manage
their own internal affairs as they see fit
without outside interference, particularly
from government. Yet, governmental ac­
tions are increasingly impinging upon
the way churches structure themselves,
govern the duties of their members and
employees, deploy their resources and
maintain the confidentiality of their in­
ternal communication.

Recent Supreme Court decisions have
had the effect of "congregationalizing"
hierarchical denominations by permitt­
ing dissident congregations to break

Dr. Kelley, highly visible in church-state af­
fairs, directs the office of Religion and Civiil
Liberty for the National Council of Churches
of Christ. He is the author of Why Churches
Should Not Pay Taxes.

away and take the church property with
them (Presbyterian Church v. Hull Church,
Jones v. Wolf).

The Internal Revenue Service has de­
fined the "integrated auxiliaries" of a
church in such a way as to exclude
church colleges and hospitals from that
category as not being "exclusively reli­
gious," even if the church considers
them integral to its mission (cf. U.S. v.
Tennessee Baptist Children's Home, U.S. v.
Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota).

A governmental agency has taken con­
trol of the external facade of church
buildings (without "just compensa­
tion"—or any compensation) by
designating them as "landmarks," so
that the church is required to maintain
them without alteration or deterioration,
whether it has money left for its reli­
gious mission or not (Lutheran Church in
America v. City of New York, United Meth­
odist Church of St. Paul and St. Andrew v.
Barwick).

Civil courts have ruled or been willing
to rule that a denomination of congrega­
tional or connectional polity was hier­
archical for purposes of finding "ascend­
ing liability" in the denomination for
alleged torts of a local entity which nei­
ther that entity nor the denomination
considered as "subordinate" to it (Barr v.
United Methodist Church, Kersh v.
Assemblies of God).

A state court in Florida has impris­
oned a clergyman for contempt of court
for refusing to divulge the content of
confidential pastoral counselling for use
in criminal prosecution of a counsellee
for alleged child abuse (Florida v.
Mellish).

The outreach activities of churches are
also entitled to protection under the First
Amendment. Though reaching out be­
yond the church's walls to the world
outside does involve contact with non­
members and outside interests, it does
not lose its character as religious activity.
Evangelism, conversion, colporteuring,
soliciting donations, serving human 

need or attempting to influence public
policy are all time-honored religious ac­
tivities. Yet they are increasingly being
subjected to governmental regulation
and restriction beyond what is necessary
to protect the rights of outsiders.

Some states and localities have
adopted stringent laws regulating chari­
table solicitations, including those of reli­
gious bodies, ostensibly in the interests
of protecting donors from fraud (though
there are already laws which punish
fraud) but actually to restrict or prevent
the public's being "bothered" by unpop­
ular appeals Larson v. Valente, Heffron v.
International Society for Krishna Con­
sciousness, Americans United v. City of
Clearwater).

The New York State Commission on
Regulation of Lobbying has demanded
that the New York State Council of
Churches register as a lobbyist and re­
port its activities and expenditures to the
legislature, though the Council main­
tains that what it does is not "lobbying,"
in the sense of advancing its institutional
self-interest, but is the expression of a
religious and moral witness on behalf of
its member churches. One religious
group in Oklahoma lost its tax exemp­
tion for alleged lobbying and election­
eering (Christian Echoes National Ministry
v. (U.S.).

State departments of education have
tried to specify the curriculum content
and teachers' qualifications for Christian
day schools; in some states they have
prevailed, and in others the courts have
ruled that such regulation was excessive
(Ohio v. Whisner, Kentucky v. Rudasill,
Sheridan Road Baptist Church v. Michigan,
etc.).

In some instances, police have failed
to intervene and prosecutors to prose­
cute deprogrammers for forcible kidnap­
pings and protracted confinement of
converts of new religious movements in
an effort to reverse their conver­
sions—the greatest single threat to reli­
gious liberty in the U.S. in the 20th cen­
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tury! (cf. Peterson v. Sorlien, Eilers v. Coy,
civil suits against deprogrammers after
criminal prosecution did not eventuate).

Churches are increasingly being sub­
jected to legal attacks of two kinds: one
in which government officials and
agencies allow themselves to be used as
instruments of retribution for the private
resentments of dissidents, apostates or
outside critics of religion; and another in
which civil courts offer a forum for the
attacks of such persons upon religious
bodies and their leaders for actions per­
formed in furtherance of their religious
duties.

The Attorney General of the State of
California was approached by a handful
of dissident members of the Worldwide
Church of God with the allegation that
the founder of the church, Herbert W.
Armstrong, and his associates were
looting the assets of the church. The at­
torney general obtained a court order
placing the church in receivership pend­
ing investigation of the charges; they
never were substantiated—nor did the
church ever get its "day in court" to dis­
prove them.

Professor Laurence Tribe of the
Harvard Law School in appealing Sun
Myung Moon's conviction for income tax
fraud, contended that Moon was investi­
gated by the Internal Revenue Service
and prosecuted by the government in
part because of a letter to the IRS from
Senator Robert Dole. The then-ranking
minority member of the Senate Finance
Committee had held two hearings on
"cults" at the behest of parents of pres­
ent and former "cult" members who
comprise the anti-cult movement.

Abortion Rights Mobilization, Inc.,
has sued the Secretary of the Treasury
for failing to remove the tax exemption
of the Roman Catholic Church for alleg­
edly opposing "pro-abortion" candidates
for political office, and the federal dis­
trict court (for the Southern District of
New York) has denied two motions to
dismiss.

Four nuns in New Hampshire sued
their bishop for discharging them from
teaching positions in the diocese, and
the Superior Court for Rockingham
County accepted jurisdiction (Sister
Honora Reardon v. Bishop Odore Gendron,
settled out of court in April, 1983).

A member of the Reformed Mennon-
ite Church sued the church and its
bishop for "shunning" him (punishing
him for infraction of church rules by for­
bidding other church members to associ­
ate with him); the trial court dismissed,
but the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
reversed and ordered the case to trial.
The decision rendered was in favor of
the church (Bear v. Reformed Mennonite
Church).

Members of a Roman Catholic church
in Missouri sued their bishop for
relocating the altar in conformity with
the liturgical reforms of Vatican Council
II; the court refused to dismiss but ulti­
mately decided for the bishop (Struemph
v. Behan).

Several former members of new reli­
gious movements have sued those reli­
gious groups for alleged torts, including
fraud, outrageous conduct, intentional
infliction of emotional distress, etc., and
courts have not only entertained the
suits but awarded damages in millions of
dollars against the religion (Christofferson
v. Church of Scientology, $2,000,000, re­
versed on appeal; George v. International
Society for Krishna Consciousness,
$9,700,000, still on appeal).

The parents of a young man who
committed suicide have sued a church
and its pastors for wrongful death be­
cause of alleged clergy malpractice. The
trial court dismissed the suit rather than
try to assess the content of pastoral
counselling, but an appellate court re­
versed and remanded for trial (Nally v.
Grace Community Church).

It is the business of pastors to counsel
troubled people, of bishops to govern
the affairs of their dioceses, of preachers
to declare what they think the moral pol­
icy of their community ought to be and
how the faithful should proceed to make
it so. If they can be had up in court for
doing their religious duty, what kind of
religious liberty is that? Even if the court
eventually decides against the complain­
ant, the church and the church leader
have been put to great expense, distrac­
tion and derogation for what never
should have been given a moment's cre­
dence in the first place.

These threats to religious liberty arise
from several causes, among which are
the following:

A diminishing understanding of, and
appreciation for, the work of religion,
the needs of religious bodies, the special
status of religion in the First Amend­
ment, and the value of religious plural­
ism in the U.S., on the part of judges,
administrators, media commentators
and the public;

The tendency of government bureau­
crats (like church bureaucrats) to extend
their jurisdiction, to regularize, routinize
and rationalize their work, and to prolif­
erate and amplify their regulations;

A loss of confidence in the ability of
private voluntary organizations to serve
the common good unless carefully moni­
tored and supervised by an over­
controlling state.

Perhaps the Church can help to rectify
those conditions. 

Quoting

Donald E. Boles
"Religion and Public Education"

Men like James Madison, who was
most influential in drafting the Bill

of Rights, and Thomas Jefferson, who had
earlier led the heated fight to separate
Church and State in the Commonwealth
of Virginia, knew from Western European
history and their own experience in colo­
nial America the threat to human rights re­
sulting from state-prescribed orthodoxy
based on the religious views of one or a
few sects.

They were aware that... all freedoms of
an open society were jeopardized. Political
dissent is effectively nullified or destroyed
because its fundamental nature has
changed. No longer is it a legitimate, es­
sential tool to be used the debate neces­
sary in the marketplace of ideas to ferret
out the truth. Instead, when one criticizes
a political leader who is also God's official
spokesman, otherwise legitimate political
disagreements now become blasphemous
and heretical. As such, of course, they
cannot be tolerated by any God-fearing
person, and, clearly, it is the government's
duty to stamp them out.D

William M. Thompson
The Ecumenist

Without love, peace can sink into a
mere co-existence, a sort of simply

utilitarian detente. What transforms the
calm of an unfriendly co-existence into
true reconciliaton and peace is love. And
peace needs justice too, lest it derail into
naivete or a kind of sentimentalism which
masks real misery and pain. What saves
peace from quietism is justice. 

Phyllis Schlafly
Schlafly Report

Russian Roulette is a deadly game of
risk. You put one bullet in a revolver, leav­
ing five empty chambers, spin it, aim it at
your head, and fire. The odds are very
favorable....

Most people think that it is irrational to
play such a risky game with your own life.
Society calls it murder if you play it with
anyone else's life. Many of us feel it would
be just as irrational to play such a risky
game with the U.S. Constitution....

A call for a Federal Constitutional Con­
vention (popularly called Con Con) means
playing Russian Roulette with our Consti­
tution. The chances are good, perhaps
very good, that our Constitution would
survive. But it isn't rational to take such a
risk with something so important as our
Constitution.O
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Protest march leads to
killings, jailing of 250

About 250 demonstrators, including
the Rev. Allan Boesak and the Rev.

C.F. Beyers Naude, were arrested in
Cape Town, South Africa, March 26, as
they marched in a procession from Cen­
tral Methodist Church to the parliament.

The march, held to protest the killing
of blacks by riot police in the township
of Uitenhage five days earlier, was a vio­
lation of South Africa's Right of Assem­
bly Act, which requires outdoor gather­
ings to have a permit from the local
magistrate.

The demonstrators were on their way
to the parliament, about a half-dozen
blocks from the church, where they in­
tended to present a five-point list of
demands.

The group's list of demands to the
government called for peaceful change
and negotiation with elected leaders of
the black majority, who currently have
no political rights, to set up democracy
in South Africa.

The Uitenhage demonstrations where
blacks were shot by police were in
commemoration of a similar incident 25
years ago, when police killed 69 blacks
during a peaceful demonstration in
Sharpeville, South Africa. 

State controls legalize
religious discrimination

LONDON
Intolerance of religion is rife around

the world, according to Amnesty Inter­
national. A new report, "Religious Intol­
erance: A Summary of Amnesty Interna­
tional's Concerns," published here, lists
15 countries in Europe, Africa and Asia
where members of various religions face
torture, imprisonment, and even death
because of their beliefs.

The report, which illustrates the or­
ganization's concerns in the 1980s over
religious discrimination and intolerance,
says those who have suffered have in­
cluded Roman Catholics, Orthodox,
Ukrainians, Greek Catholics, Lutherans,
Baptists, Coptics, Seventh-Day Advent­
ists, and Pentecostals. Others named are
Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Baha'is,
Ahmadis and Hare Krishnas.

Amnesty International lists the coun­
tries concerned as: Albania (which has
declared itself an atheist country),
Burundi, Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslo­

vakia, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran,
N.epal, Pakistan, Rumania, the Soviet
Union, Vietnam and Yugoslavia.

A number of countries are said to have
granted more rights to atheists than to
religious believers. State control has in­
cluded declaring which religious groups
are legal, approving or denying approval
for the exercise of ministry by church
leaders, controlling enrollment in semi­
naries, and prohibiting the admission of
new members. 

U.S. view of church-state
’not suitable’ for Israel

JERUSALEM
A senior Israeli official told U.S. Jew­

ish leaders that the American conception
of church and state remains "radical"
and unsuitable to Israel.

Communications Minister Amnon
Rubinstein told the American Jewish
Committee during a recent meeting here
that he shares the group's aims to pro­
mote religious pluralism in Israel. This,
he said, includes opposition to attempts
to amend the Law of Return to restrict
recognition of conversions abroad to
those performed by Orthodox rabbis.

But Mr. Rubenstein, of the Shnui
Party, said American Jews should not try
to institute a separation between religion
and the state as exists in the U.S. Consti­
tution. "We wouldn't like to force a radi­
cal, American concept of state on Israel,"
he said. "It is not ready for this. The
whole concept of state, church is not
suitable for this country." 

Influence of U.S. policies
are life and death issues

COLUMBIA
United States policies have a daily im­

pact on life in Central America and "are
life-and-death issues" for people around
the world, Cardinal Joseph L. Bemardin,
of Chicago, told a conference on "Ameri­
can Religion and International Relations"
here.

The conference was sponsored by the
School of Journalism and the Religious
Studies Department of the University of
Missouri. It was held in conjunction

Baptists
Living their Biblical Faith
Religious Liberty Day-June 1985 

with the annual meeting of the Religion
Newswriters Association.

He made only passing reference to the
trip to Central America he made recently
with four other U.S. bishops. "Without
entering the specifics of the Central
American debate," the Chicago cardinal
said, "let me simply say that one of the
dominant impressions of the visit is the
daily impact of U.S. policy on even the
most local details of Central American
life."

Cardinal Bernardin noted that the
United States' influence is not confined
to that region, however. "From nuclear
strategy to monetary policies to food
supplies in a hungry world, U.S. policies
are life-and-death issues for many peo­
ple," he said. "The role of moral argu­
ment in foreign policy is to call us to face
our responsibilities squarely and to re­
spond generously and wisely to them."

Debate breaks out over
’character’ of teachers

STIRLING
A debate has broken out in Scotland

over attempts to clarify the power of the
Roman Catholic bishops in Scotland to
rule on the "Catholic character" of
teachers.

The talks apparently were prompted
by the case of a Catholic teacher from
Dundee, Tayside Region, who was
barred by Catholic authorities from pro­
motion to head teacher after she sent her
children to a non-Catholic school.

Church authorities maintain that they
have the right under Scots law to ap­
prove the "Catholic character" of staff in
Catholic schools.

(In Scotland the state builds, finances
and controls Catholic and non-Catholic
schools, with the Catholic church au­
thorities being responsible for the Catho­
lic character of the staff and the religious
curriculum in the Catholic sector.)

The teacher contested the case with
the support of her union, the Educa­
tional Institute for Scotland, and the is­
sue went to the Secretary of State for
Scotland, Mr. George Younger. He ruled
that under Scotland's 1980 Education
Act, the church authorities could not bar
her promotion because a certificate of
approval had been given to her in previ­
ous years as an approved Catholic
teacher. He also noted that she had
sought promotion in her own school,
and had not sought a promoted post in
another school. 
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Case for Haitians’ freedom
heard by Supreme Court

The plight of Haitians detained from
entry into the United States, made a pri­
ority by the National Council of
Churches in 1974, has been heard by the
U.S. Supreme Court.

Leaders of the movement to free Hai­
tian detainees and their lawyers went
before the high court in March asking
the court to ratify decisions of two
Florida courts that Haitians had been im­
prisoned illegally by the Immigration
and Naturalization Service in Florida,
Texas, and New York, and that their im­
prisonment was the result of "race and
nationality discrimination."

The case is seen as a landmark both
for immigration law and the status of
persons not legally admitted to the U.S.

According to the Washington Office
on Haiti, there are more than 1,700 Hai­
tians in detention across the country.
Most of them seek political asylum but
were denied that option because of
friendly ties between the Reagan admin­
istration and the Haitian government of
President Jean-Claude Duvalier.

The justices sought to arrange a com­
promise with the Haitians' supporters
rather than ruling on constitutional
grounds. The lawyers objected, saying
the court needed to demonstrate that the
Constitution applies to the case. 

SBC educators remain
at posts in Lebanon

BEIRUT
Southern Baptist missionaries con­

tinue to work in Beirut, Lebanon, de­
spite the March kidnapping of a sixth
American by Islamic fundamentalists.

Fourteen missionaries are related to
the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
in east Beirut and three work at the
Beirut Baptist School in west Beirut. The
decision to keep the schools open was
based on their intention to remain in
Lebanon.

Tension in Beirut escalated in March
when the U.S. vetoed a United Nations
Security Council resolution which would
have condemned Israeli security prac­
tices in that portion of southern Lebanon
occupied by Israeli troops. 

UNITED NATIONS
Religious belief must be taken into ac­

count in the formulation of population
policies and programs, according to the
USA representative to the UN's Popula­
tion Commission.

Vincent P. Barabba said that the final
work of the Mexico City conference em­
phasized the concept of voluntary partic­
ipation in population programs which,
without mentioning the word "religion,"
would seem to permit religious beliefs to
be a factor.

* * *
In a surprise vote in the UN Security

Council, the United States voted in favor
of a resolution condemning the Republic
of South Africa rather than resorting to
its customary veto.

The resolution said the Council
"strongly condemns" the Pretoria regime
for killing defenseless African people
who protested forced removal from their
homes, along with the arbitrary arrest of
members of the apartheid-protesting
United Democratic Front.

Observers believe that the change in
American policy in part results from the
discovery that U.S. public opinion is be­
coming more hostile to apartheid.

♦ * *
The UN's Special Rapporteur on hu­

man rights in Afghanistan told that
body's Human Rights Commission of re­
ports and information alleging violations
of religious belief.

Felix Ernacora, of Austria, explained
that refugees say they have left the
country primarily because of their desire
to retain their "faith, liberty and way of
life."

♦ * »
A report on "The Question of Consci­

entious Objection to Military Serivce,"
prepared by experts Asbjorn Eide and
Chama Mubanga-Chipoya, is on the
agenda of the UN Human Rights Com­
mission meeting now taking place in
Geneva.

Their recommendations, supported by
non-governmental organizations in­
clude: recognition of C.O. status as a hu­
man right; provision of meaningful alter­
native service; and the establishment of
international standards for granting asy­
lum to C.O.'s who flee their homelands.

Carl Tiller

------- NEWS-SCAN--------

August 6, 1985, the 40th anniversary
of the bombing of Hiroshima, is be­

ing suggested as the "day to end all nu­
clear weapons explosions." Mexico is a
proponent of the comprehensive test
ban, while in the U.S. the Center for De­
fense Information headed by Admiral
Gene LaRocque (retired) leads citizens
groups calling for the ban. The UN has
adopted 50 resolutions calling for a test
ban, but a treaty would be required to
accomplish it.... A replacement charter
for the UN is suggested by Harold E.
Stassen, one of the drafters and signers
of the original charter 40 years ago. His
proposal gives special roles to the United
States and the Soviet Union (as con­
trasted with the power now shared by
five nations), makes jurisdiction of the
World Court mandatory on UN mem­
bers, and introduces weighted
voting.... Philadelphia pastor, Leon
Sullivan, who enunciated investment cri­
teria (Sullivan principles) for U.S. firms
operating in South Africa, believes "we
need the disinvestment campaign to
keep pressure on the companies." A pio­
neer in employment education and train­
ing in the U.S., Sullivan has sought to
improve working conditions and
opportuninies for blacks in both coun­
tries. ... HELP & action newsletter re­
ports that Grigory Wolf and his brother,
Andrei, both Baptists, were arrested last
November when police raided the form­
er's home in the Alma-Ata region,
Kazakh USSR. Uncovered were 30,000
printed Bibles and three tons of paper
as well as a printing press which had al­
ready been packed up for relocation. It
marked the fourth time since 1974 that
the printing works of the underground
Baptist publishing house, "The Chris­
tian" have been destroyed. Earlier facili­
ties were situated in Latvia and Estonia,
along with two cities in Russia.... In
testimony on behalf of Soviet Jewery,
Everett Goodwin, declared, "The Soviet
Union frequently claims its government
and its concept of human experience as
an ideal to be emulated by other nations.
Nothing makes a mockery of that claim
more than its continuing persecution of
Jewish people." First Baptist's pastor
(Washington, D. C.) called upon the So­
viet Union to provide an example of hu­
man rights which is "worthy of respect
and duplication." 
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President assails
Marxist regimes over

religious freedom
WASHINGTON

President Ronald Reagan, in one of his
strongest statements on the subject

to date, lashed out at communist denials
of religious liberty around the world,
saving his harshest criticism for the So­
viet Union and the Sandinista regime in
Nicaragua.

Speaking to a conference on religious
liberty in foreign countries, Reagan as­
sailed the views of Karl Marx, V. I.
Lenin and Josef Stalin, and declared,
"Atheism is not an incidental element of
communism, not just part of the pack­
age. It is the package."

Co-sponsored by the Department of
State, the Institute on Religion and De­
mocracy, the National Association of
Evangelicals, the American Jewish Com­
mittee, the Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith and the Jacques Maritan
Center of Notre Dame University, the
conference featured scholarly presenta­
tions on the state of religious liberty
around the world. Special attention was
given to religious freedom in communist
and Third World countries.

Before launching into his attacks on
the Soviet Union and Nicaragua, Reagan
offered a commentary on the New Testa­
ment's best-known passage on church­
state relations, Jesus' teaching to

PROBE

• Many Christians identify themselves
as Baptists in the light of "soul free­
dom," although the New Testament
does not directly state that principle as
Christian doctrine. From William
Pinson's Religious Liberty Day article,
discuss some of the elements which pro­
ceed from the priesthood of believers
concept, which lead us to affirm "soul
freedom" as a biblically valid premise for
ordering Christian experiences. Explore
soul freedom as both gift and
responsibility.

• James Dunn's REFLECTIONS remind
us that living with ambiguity is uncom­
fortable, but comfort and complacency
are neither the means nor the goal for

"Render therefore to Caesar the things
that are Caesar's, and to God the things
that are God's," as recorded in the gos­
pel of Matthew.

"What this injunction teaches us is
that the individual cannot be entirely
subordinate to the state, that there exists
a whole other realm, an almost mysteri­
ous realm of individual thought and ac­
tion which is sacred and which is totally
beyond and outside of state control," the
president declared.

"Only in an intellectual climate which
distinguishes between the City of God
and the City of Man and which explicitly
affirms the independence of God's realm
and forbids any infringement by the
state on its prerogatives," Reagan
added, "only in such a climate could the
idea of individual human rights take
root, grow and eventually flourish."

In communist regimes, Reagan said,
especially in the Soviet Union, "it is of­
ten the Church which forms the most
powerful barrier against a completely to­
talitarian system. And, so, totalitarian
regimes always seek either to destroy
the Church, or, when that is impossible,
to subvert it."

The president paid tribute to religious
dissidents inside Russia, including
Christians, Jews and Muslims "who con­
tinue to practice their faith." He noted
the recent congressional delegation led
by House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill
gave new Soviet general secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev and other Soviet
leaders a list of "prisoners of
conscience."

Christians. Jesus refused to be locked
into the accepted either/or choices pre­
sented to him. Instead, when Jesus be­
gan with "ye have heard it said" he com­
mended a "third option"—one which
proceeds from the depths of faith and
commitment. Cite examples of Jesus'
third choice with particular care to dis­
cern the context—out of what kind of
circumstance does he resort to these
alternatives?

• Dean Kelley catalogs the various ways
that the courts, the community, and the
government are currently testing reli­
gious duty. Does this mean that reli­
gious liberty is "on trial" and in a testing
period? How are you involved in this
trial period? Some involve themselves
only because religious liberty issues af­
fect their livelihood, as with the nuns.
Others become active because of the
principles at issue. Make a case that it is
better to be involved for disinterested
rather than for personal motives. And
suggest some inherent risks inherent in
seeking government's mediation in reli­
gious disputes. 

But the longest section of his speech
was reserved for a renewed attack on al­
leged denials of religious freedom by the
Sandinista government of Nicaragua.
That government, he said, "is faced with
a politically active Church that, although
it supported the revolution, is now con­
sidered a major obstacle to complete to­
talitarian control." Stan Hastey

rFREE! Religious!
| Liberty Packet |
> SOUL |
! FREEDOM !
| Baptists j
I Living their Biblical Faith |
I Religious Liberty Day-June 1985 I
| Send today for an attractive poster and other materi- J

I als to assist your church in developing a Religious |
| Liberty Day emphasis. No charge. |

| Name |

I Church  I
Address__ ___________________ _______________ [

I City_______________ State Zip  |
| Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 8
• 200 Maryland Ave . NE Washington. DC 20002 j

Order Form
REPORT FROM THE CAPITAL
------ Single subscription $6.00 per year

----- Single subscription, 2 years $11.00

.Club rate (10 or more) $5.00 each
May be sent to separate addresses)

Student rate $2.50 per year

 . Student rate, 2 years $4.00
(Must be accompanied by payment)

Foreign, please add $2.00 postage

Name______________________________ _

Address

City  

State Zip
------Payment Enclosed

5/85 Bill Me

Page 14 REPORT from the CAPITAL • May 1985



... throwing labels around ... announces
massive ignorance of the meaning of
words set flying so freely.

REFLECTIONS
Libel by labeling is a common crime these days.

Name calling reaches scandalous proportions. Sometimes
it's done thoughtlessly, simply because it's easier than think­
ing clearly, working hard and studying diligently.

Sometimes it's done weakly—as when one is silently swept
along with the intimidating crowd.

At other times faithlessly claiming for the kingdom of our
own knowledge that which belongs to faith alone, we are too
quick to tag an adversary.

More often one casts epithets because he or she cannot
throw a real rock at the target.

"He is a Samaritan," they hurled at Jesus, knowing little
about the object of their accusation. Then, having run out of
logical arguments, feeling frustrated in their spiritual impo­
tence and at the end of their tether the enemies of Jesus re­
sorted to name calling.

So many aspects of American life have been colored by this
sort of thinking that it seldom occurs to most of us to con­
sider alternatives to liberal or conservative, wrong or right,
unmixed evil or untainted good.

"It's Gotta Be This or That," goes that squawking popular
song, reinforcing a popular tendency toward oversimplifica­
tion. Harry Truman spoke for most of us at times when he
said he "hated those two-handed fellers who are always say­
ing 'on the one hand, but on the other hand.'" Ambivalence
is an awful burden.

One threat to freedom is philosophical, a way of looking at
life, a neat world view in which everything is good or bad,
right or wrong. This either/or mentality is not the exclusive
disease of religious and political fundamentalists. In fact, the
subtle and pervasive dualism that infects so much of Ameri­
can thinking insists upon dividing issues from top to bottom
by a vertical line, with a right side and a wrong side.

We are almost all caught in the labeling game: Right-Left,
Conservative-Liberal.

Someone suggested that to call a Baptist preacher a "lib­
eral" is as bad as calling a politician a "Communist." To make
matters worse, throwing labels around without any hint of
justification, without any acquaintance with those whom
they vilify and without any evidence of truthfulness, an­
nounces massive ignorance of the meaning of the words set
flying so freely.

For instance, saving billions of public dollars that some
would spend on tuition tax credits is a fiscally conservative
thing to do. Trying to safeguard the First Amendment of the
Constitution, insisting on a strict constructionist stance and
defending the Bill of Rights as adequate guarantees for reli­
gious liberty are constitutionally conservative postures.
Refusing to depart from Baptist distinctives, clinging to soul
freedom and the priesthood of believers are theologically
conservative positions.

To deny this freedom of personhood, this "right to be
wrong," is unhealthy for democracy and damaging to
Christianity.

Cut and dried, fixed and unchanging, authoritarianly-
given truths fragment the full range of freedom, minimize
the personally appropriated religious experience, deny the
work of the Holy Spirit and limit the Lordship of Jesus
Christ. The believer who promotes and insists upon partici­
pating in the final judgments thereby takes upon himself the
role of the Lord. He/she ceases to be a believer (follower) be­
cause he/she has vested in the proximate what should be re­
served for the Ultimate One.

The antithesis of freedom is finding oneself trapped with
no real choice, just false alternatives. Nor is it that either al­
ternative is totally false. Rather, the problem is that they are
both falsely total.

Dualism invades all areas of thought and the great leveler
in American life, television, must bear much of the blame.
Governor Mario Cuomo laments having to "get your mes­
sage across in 28-second celluloid morsels." The blip mental­
ity of television has brought pressure to shorten and to sim­
plify. This contributes to more polarization. Governor Cuomo
puts it clearly:

Labels are no longer a tendency in our politics. In this elec­
tronic age, they are our politics. Instead of Lincoln-Douglas de­
bates that last for three hours, the most subtle and complex truths
are contested in a clash of 28-second technicolor movies ....

But it's done all the time, with the result that we pigeonhole by
stereotypes: we settle for caricatures instead of candidates.

Some are "soft on crime," others "hard" on it.

Some are "realistic," others "bleeding-hearts."

And the ultimate labeling — the final avoidance of analysis and
subtlety — is when we simply settle for a one-word summary of
an entire philosophy.

We call candidates "conservatives" or "liberals," and when we
do, we believe we've described everything they hold about the en­
vironment, human rights, foreign policy, defense spending, the
country's past, present and future*

Unfortunately the same thing is done in religion. One of
the burdens of active discipleship in our modern, complex
society is the burden of ambivalence. Honesty and awareness
leave one stuck with difficult choices. Only the oversimpli­
fied positions of extremists, Left and Right, allow freedom
from agony. Perhaps this painful process is what the
Preacher had in mind when he wrote, "The more you know,
the more you suffer: the more you understand, the more you
ache" (Ecclesiastes 1:18, Moffatt). Freedom brings some ag­
ony which captivity cannot afford.

An orgy of certainty threatens to take freedom captive.
Let's let up on libeling by labeling.  

* From a speech delivered at Yale University as reported in
the New York Times.
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REVIEWS
RELIGION, STATE AND THE
BURGER COURT
By Leo Pfeffer. Buffalo, NY: Prome­
theus Books, 1985. 310 pp., $22.95.

The venerable Leo Pfeffer, dean of his
generation's small cadre of church­

state lawyers in this country, has pro­
duced an admirable piece of work in the
new book, Religion, State and the Burger
Court. Published this spring, it is but the
latest in a string of significant contribu­
tions Pfeffer has made to the literature of
American church-state relations.

Although he has been a prolific author
of books and scholarly articles in law
journals and elsewhere through his ca­
reer as lawyer and law professor, the
75-year old Pfeffer has contributed four
major works in the field, one in each of
the past four decades.

The long-time professor of political sci­
ence at Long Island University, who for
many years also has been special counsel
to the American Jewish Congress, wrote
Church, State and Freedom in 1953, a
volume he revised extensively for a sec­
ond edition in 1967. It contained sections
outlining the history of church-state rela­
tions worldwide and the struggle for re­
ligious freedom in America, with the
twin guarantees of no establishment and
free exercise of religion.

In 1964 he collaborated with Anson
Phelps Stokes (1874-1958)—the remarka­
ble Anglican canon who in 1950 au­
thored the classic, three-volume Church
and State in the United States—a revised,
one-volume version of the same work.
For the past two decades it has been the
one indispensable book for the student
of church-state history in the U.S.

Whereas Stokes' original included
large chunks of primary material, the
Stokes/Pfeffer version concentrated on
the authors' evaluation of U.S. church­
state history, the establishment and ad­
justment of churches independent of
state sponsorship or control, and con­
temporary church-state problems and
suggestions for their solution.

Pfeffer, who did his undergraduate
studies at City College of New York and
earned the doctor of jurisprudence de­
gree from New York University, wrote
God, Caesar, and the Constitution in 1975.
Subtitled The Court As Referee of Church-
State Confrontation, the volume concen­
trated attention on church-state aspects
of the church's interaction with politics,
the family, the military, public and pri­
vate schools, and community welfare.

Now, 15 years into Warren E. Burger's
tenure as Chief Justice of the United
States, Pfeffer has contributed the first
comprehensive assessment of church­
state developments at the U.S. Supreme
Court during the Burger years. That he
waited until now is itself commendable,
for as Pfeffer substantiates convincingly,
the Burger court has moved from a rela­
tively strict view of church-state separa­
tion to the currently fashionable doctrine
of accomodation.

While crediting the Burger court with
consistency in deciding free exercise dis­
putes, Pfeffer faults the court's interpre­
tation of the establishment clause: "In­
deed, it is as if there were two Burger
Courts: Burger Court I in the seventies
and Burger Court II in the eighties."

He rightly notes that the shift of the
court in establishment clause cases has 

AND THE
burger court

Leo Pfeffer

been led by the Chief Justice, who has
assigned himself the task of writing
many of the important church-state deci­
sions during his tenure.

Interestingly, Pfeffer deals with tax ex­
emption and the churches in the book's
first chapter. This owes no doubt in part
to the court's decision in Walz v. Tax
Commission (1970) shortly after Burger
arrived at the court. But chronology is
not the only reason why Pfeffer deals
with tax exemption first. He has been
the primary exponent of the view that
churches ought to be taxed at every
level—municipal, state and federal. He
maintains this position for two basic rea­
sons, one legal, the other technical. On
the legal side Pfeffer is as absolute a sep-
arationist as his generation has pro­
duced. (As he puts it in the introduction,
"Lawyers and scholars cognizant in the
field ... are aware that I consistently de­
fend a position called absolutist or ex­
tremist or doctrinaire or unrealistic or
uncompromising.")

Theologically—and Pfeffer is a devout,
practicing Jew—he maintains in the best
Hebrew tradition that church and syna­
gogue cannot be truly free to be pro­
phetic so long as they are dependent on
governmental largesse in the form of tax
exemption.

Other chapters deal historically and
critically with aid to religious schools; re­
ligion in public schools and in other pub­
lic places; the military, penal and legisla­
tive chaplaincies; religion in labor law;
free exercise of "disfavored" religions;
religion and the family; disputes inside
and between churches; and religion and
community welfare.

Among Pfeffer's contributions to
church-state literature is his ability to or­
ganize material and to present it co­
gently. Like his previous works, this
book will find its way onto the reading
lists of law schools and divinity schools.
But Pfeffer has succeeded in his stated
objective of writing a book that will be
useful to a much wider audience, one
that includes even journalists. 

Stan Hastey
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