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Change and Compromise

The church is called to witness to an uncompro­
mising Gospel, its proclamation taking on

changing accents. While the Good News lifts up
God's saving grace in Jesus Christ, followers over the
centuries have articulated that message in a way that
addresses the value and quality of human life. Jesus,
himself, shows in example after example that the liv­
ing word of God was given for the good of God's peo­
ple, to be communicated with compassion, always to
be wed to His Spirit. Truth is unswerving. Among the
things that may never change, he pointed out, was
poverty—the poor will always be with us. He said
that not to salve the conscience.

We have biblical reason to remember the disadvan­
taged. Only a few years back church along with other
national leadership warned us that in time to come
fulltime work would be the blessing of the privileged.
Availability of meaningful jobs would be limited.
Thus, the time was ripe for society to begin adequate
preparation for that day of greater unemployment, to
create systems to provide non-demeaning, caring
structures for all Americans. Kenneth Dean compares
the decade 1967-77, when real progress took place, to
current, backsliding national policies which have
placed in our midst a "soup kitchen" under­
society—deserving Americans, visible to our eyes, in­
visible in their needs.

The Supreme Court begins its 196th term and will
decide four church-state cases, the most important of
which relate to religion in public schools and assist­
ance to nonpublic schools. In a VIEWS column Stan
Hastey, who in covering the court for the past 12
years has on occasion referred to a court as "divided,"
sees more of the same in the future. His analysis of its
composition reveals frequent cross-over on church­
state issues. Hastey finds Sandra Day O'Connor and
Lewis F. Powell, Jr., moving in that current and hold­
ing unpredictable but perhaps key votes in these
cases.

A free gospel in a free marketplace? That's some­
thing recommended by John Stevens, a true believer
in religious liberty and an unwavering protectionist
when it comes to church-state separation. Stevens ad­
dresses a most poignant question to those who want
the government as a partner in their religious enter­
prise: "are we admitting that the preaching of the
word is not powerful enough to change lives ... that
the Holy Spirit is not capable ... ?"

James Dunn's REFLECTIONS on First Amendment
revisionism puts side-by-side some modem misinter­
pretations of the founder's intent with their actual
statements on the relationship between government
and religion. There is treachery in loose rhetoric.
Imprecisely stated opinion which ignores the sub­
stance of religious liberty, breaches principles of
church-state separation and encourages civil religion.

Victor Tupitza
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.WASHINGTON
Aw^XBSERVATIONS

news/views/trends

The doctrine of church-state separation has "come in for a real thrashing," Jody Powell told
participants at the recent religious liberty conference sponsored by Americans United for
the Separation of Church and State. Powell, now a newspaper columnist and a commentator
for ABC News, said the Reagan administration and electronic preachers are largely
responsible for the decline in the application of the concept of separation of church and
state. Among those contributing to the decline were the President, the secretary of
education, the attorney general, and hundreds of radio and TV preachers.

In a thinly veiled reference to President Reagan's church attendance habits, the former
press secretary to Jimmy Carter observed, "I've lately learned to become a tad suspicious of
politicians who spend more time speaking to preachers at their conventions than to listening
to them in the church."

Powell reserved some of his strongest remarks for secretary of education William J.
Bennett, reminding the audience the cabinet member recently referred to Thomas
Jefferson's metaphor of a wall of separation as "a pile of rocks here and a pile of rocks
there." But Powell also took issue with the criticism of liberal organizations: "Sometimes
the ACLU in its laudable determination to maintain individual rights played into the hands
of the Right by getting a bit carried away, especially on church-state matters." He cited
the ACLU protest over the U. of Colorado football coach's practice of conducting team
prayer. •

Special recognition was given by AU posthumously to John W. Baker, who for 1Z years gave
able expression to religious liberty efforts as legal counsel and director of research for the
Baptist Joint Committee. The award was presented to Baker's widow, Mary Posey Baker,
with two of their four sons and a grandchild sharing in the ceremony. •

The U.S. Supreme Court is struggling to choose between separation of church and state and
accommodation of religion, noted constitutional attorney A. E. Dick Howard told the
conference. He traced the historical development of church-state separation in the Court.
"I think it would be too simple to label the 1984 Supreme Court as separationist," Howard
said. Regarding the upcoming Supreme Court term, Howard said there still should be a
narrow majority to hold the court where it has been for the past few years. •

In another address, Rabbi David Saperstein described the tension between groups differing
over church-state separation issues as a "moral tightrope." He described the tightrope as an
"artificial construct...placed to bridge the gap between two differing moral principles."
Saperstein explained that "Good moral people may differ on where the tightrope may be
stretched," adding, "but not over the legitimacy of the two principles in tension." •

Two bills before the U.S. Senate could force private colleges into a quasi-public status,
Mississippi College President Lewis Nobels told the Senate Labor and Human Resources
Committee during a hearing on the impact of so-called Grove City legislation upon private
education. Of the proposed bills, Nobels testified that the "Civil Rights Restoration Act"
"invents, attempts to legitimate and threatens to impose, an unprecedented and pervasive
regulatory scheme upon private institutions on grounds that they have been extended
"federal financial assistance." Nobles argued against this "expansion of the spending power
of the federal government as a tool of coercion." •
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Kenneth L. Dean

Failing National Policies
and the

"Soup Kitchen" Society

Certain assumptions concerning
social policy during the decade of
1967-1977 must be recognized for

us to understand what is happening to­
day. During that decade our country
came very close to establishing a na­
tional policy for social welfare and social
justice.

The first assumption was that every
individual had the opportunity to belong
to an organization that had the neces­
sary information and power to obtain ba­
sic human necessities. The wealthy and
the middle class always had access to a
wide range of associations and lobbies. It
was assumed that the working class had
their organizational contact through
their labor union or some such group.
The unemployed or the poor had access
to community action programs, voter
leagues, religious organizations, or civil
rights groups. These organizations were
expected to represent the interest of the
individual in political participation, eco­
nomic development, educational oppor­
tunity and general social progress. These
groups are a part of the democratic ideal­
ism of American Society and they have
existed in one form or another since the
Revolution.

The second assumption was that every
individual was covered by some health
program. The wealthy had financial abil­
ity or insurance. Working people were
expected to have health benefits through
their employment. The elderly were to
be covered by Medicare. The poor were
to be covered by Medicaid. No one was
to go without medical care.

The third assumption was that every­
one would have access to adequate and
proper food. Again the wealthy, the
middle class and the employed were ex­

Kenneth Dean is pastor of First Baptist
Church, Rochester, N.Y. and a member of the
Citizen's Commission on Hunger, Harvard
University School of Public Health. Excerpted
from a speech before the Missouri Association
for Social Welfare.

pected to be able to purchase food. The
unemployed, the poor, the sick and the
elderly were to have access to one or
more of a variety of programs. A sliding
scale for food stamps was designed to
cover the range of the poor and the low
income families. WIC was designed to
meet the basic need of pregnant women
and the newborn. School breakfast and
lunch programs protected the child. Bas­
ically, everyone was covered.

The broader assumption was that in
America the capitalistic system was
working and that these programs would
care for and equip people, who for what­
ever reason, were not sufficiently pro­
ductive or able to work. The removal of
segregation from education, from
voting, from public life and from work­
opportunity, accompanied by the gen­
eral acceptance of the above programs,
was supposed to result in liberty and
justice for all, good health and sufficient
food.

Against this background, what are we
now finding?

We find that "the traditional poor" are
being fed through a combination of food
stamps, soup kitchens, commodities and
food pantries. Some families have to
combine all four assistance programs,
since food stamps usually last about
twenty days of the month and pantries
and soup kitchens can give only limited
support. These people are food depend­
ent and their access to food is always
tenuous. Often they are threatened with
loss of services and bounce around from
one program to another. There is little
decency in their circumstance. It is like
slave days. From week to week, day to
day, women are not sure of food for
their children.

The traditional poor have been joined
in the food lines by at least three new
groups who are food dependent. The
first group that we found everywhere is
the growing elderly population. Often
they have limited resources and are on
fixed incomes. Usually they will have

Like young blacks
of a century ago,

these are caught in
a transition, not

simply from agriculture
to manufacturing, but
from manufacturing
to high technology.

been employed most of their working
lives, but find that they can not keep up
with the rising costs of energy, housing,
transportation and health care and still
have enough money to buy food. This is
a result of rising costs and program cuts.
Many of this group are simply wasting
away because they do not know how to
get help or they do not wish to undergo
the abuse that often comes with the
process of becoming eligible for assist­
ance. These elderly are food dependent
and often neglected by society, like old
slaves.

Again, everywhere we went we found
large numbers of middle age adults who
had been employed, but who had lost
their positions due to plant closings,
bankruptcies, or re-organizations. This
group of people are food dependent and
they definitely are demoralized. Often
they will have worked for twenty or
more years with one company and are
likely to have served in the military.
Most of them will have had unemploy­
ment benefits, but will have gone be­
yond the six months eligibility period.
They are no longer listed as unem­
ployed, but have fallen into that cate­
gory of discouraged worker which most
Americans do not even know exists.
Like a freed slave, they have been cut
loose to an empty freedom.

A third group of food dependent per­
sons consists of young people who have
recently finished their formal education.
Most of this group are between ages
twenty and thirty, and many of them
have been married and have at least one
child. Frequently their family is already
broken apart and usually the mother is
left with the child while the father floats
among the unemployed. Many of this
group have associate or college degrees
and have been employed for brief peri­
ods. Usually they are without health in­
surance and have no contact with an ad­
vocacy group. This group is composed
of black and white alike. Like young
blacks of a century ago, these are caught 
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in a transition, not simply from agricul­
ture to manufacturing, but from manu­
facturing to high technology.

We have found a "soup kitchen soci­
ety," struggling with arbitrary authority
in government. A war on poverty has
been turned into a war on people. We
have found the negative use of the fed­
eral audit to produce a return to social
alienation. And we found children in
Newport, Rhode Island, sleeping with
dogs in order to stay warm in winter.
We have found that while the defense
budget is beyond common understand­
ing and while the Pentagon pays
unrealistic prices for small items, mili­
tary personnel often are eating out of
food pantries. We have found that the
advocacy role of the government has be­
come an adversary role for the poor and
the food dependent. Even while the gov­
ernment spends tremendous amounts of
money for social programs, it does so
with a growing hostility toward the re­
cipient and the social worker alike.

Out where the people are is not like it
was in 1967, neither is it like it was in
1977. We are in the middle of a transi­
tion of reversal that places us some­
where between where we were in 1977
and 1967. This is what we find. Every­
where we go we find soup kitchens
growing daily. The kitchens that once
served the transient and often alcoholic
male are now feeding mothers and chil­
dren from the local neighborhood. Ever­
ywhere we go we find rapidly devel­
oping networks of food pantries. Often
the food stamp offices cannot process
the great numbers fast enough to assure
service. The demand on the food pan-
tries is booming. We find people eating
communal soup meals one day a week
in order to stretch their food supply. We
find people slipping pieces of bread and
doughnuts into their clothing at soup
kitchens so that their child will have
something for supper or on the weekend
or at night when the kitchens are closed.
While this is happening all over the
country, our administration claims that
there are no hungry.

Perhaps Ed Meese is right, maybe
there are few that are hungry. I have not
found the widespread expression of mal­
nutrition that we found in 1967. But, in
1977 neither did I find educated people
using food pantries and soup kitchens.
We did not find military personnel using
food stamps and pantries. However, we
do know that there are in fact those who
are hungry even though we do not have
the pictures that were available in the
60's. These kinds of pictures would not
be found among the present adult and
youth populations, for most of these age
groups were well fed between 1970 and
1980. But, among newborns and the

A war on poverty
has been turned into

a war on people.
very, very young the visible effects of
hunger are beginning to appear. Some of
this is due directly to the absence of
food, but some of it is the result of social
alienation that is being brought back into
the heart of American society. We found
"failure to thrive" conditions everywhere
we went. In 1967 there was widespread
hunger and malnutrition. In 1977 there
was widespread progress. In 1984 there is
widespread food dependency. There is a
growing population of blacks and whites
that is dependent upon an arbitrary and
often hostile authority.

Today, in America, there is an out­
ward appearance that all is well, but mil­
lions of people are living close to the
margin of deprivation and malnutrition.
While the administration claims there
are no hungry, one in five Americans re­
ceives federal assistance of some kind. In
Los Angeles there was an announce­
ment of the availability of 360 jobs for
longshoremen, which, according to UPI,
brought out 50,000 persons to make
applications.

In Birmingham, Alabama, Mayor
Richard Arrington, who is black, sued
the Federal Justice Department in an at­
tempt to get the government to comply
with civil rights decrees in employment.
The federal government is the adversary
of the poor.

Today, in the Mississippi delta, squat­
ters are reclaiming tarpaper shacks that
were vacated in the 1970's. Once em­
ployed blacks are hovering in the shacks
because they have no place to go and no
job.

Today we have a Chief Executive who
has attempted to undo every social pro­
gram that constituted the war on pov­
erty except Headstart. He has opposed
voter registration, food programs, school
integration, equal employment, mini­
mum wage, community action, educa­
tion, freedom of information and health
care. At a time when the country oper­
ates with an inadequate program capac­
ity, the administration has opposed new
programs and cut existing ones.

What this says is that while the gov­
ernment established policies that raised
costs for people, it also cut programs for
the poor. It is this action that has created
such widespread food dependency. The
government is acting as though the Civil
Rights movement of the 1960's was a
slave uprising and now the participants
are being told that they will be punished
with less work, less benefits, less liberty,
and less justice.

Probably the most widespread nega­

tive social condition has come from the
policy of de-regulation. A vice president
of a national trucking company recently
told me that his company used de­
regulation to organize new companies so
that they could hire non-union employ­
ees and pay twenty-five percent less sal­
ary. Other companies are undergoing
various re-organization plans, laying off
employees with 20-30 years seniority
who make eight to ten dollars an hour
and replacing them with new employees
at four dollars an hour and no benefits.

Today America is moving further
away from a national policy on social
welfare. Again, feminization of poverty
is rampant with nearly a 100 percent in­
crease in single parent families between
1970 and 1980. Elderly widowed females
are the poorest single group in society.

Today, under threat we are coerced to
accept a return to racism in government.
With our taxes, we are required to sup­
port a military dominated budget. With
our labor, we are being made to partici­
pate in an economic system of anarchy.

The government
is acting as though

the Civil Rights
movement of the 1960s
was a slave uprising ...

We Americans have already rejected a
closed society based on narrow religious
principles. We finally have rejected slav­
ery. We eventually postured against rac­
ism. We tried many utopian experiments
and sought to champion manifest des­
tiny. Among these many movements
and decisions, we finally came to com­
promises based on voluntary community
organization and the affirmation of the
democratic ideals of free speech, work
opportunity, legal representation, full
suffrage, adequate education, primary
health care, and basic nutrition.

We should oppose the return of "plan­
tation politics" to Washington and work
to strengthen the public will in support
of these democratic ideals for all. We
should work for a return to the welfare
of the people as the supreme law. We
Americans are familiar with the warning
of Santayana to the effect that if we do
not know our history, then we are
doomed to repeat our mistakes. It ap­
pears that present political forces have
studied history and that they are using
this study to re-assert a posture of rac­
ism and hunger while maintaining the
privilege and wealth of the few. They
are using the political privilege to under­
mine voluntary community organization
and create disorganization and
alienation.

Continued on Page 16
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The First Amendment built "a wall of separation
between Church and State."—Thomas Jefferson

VIEWS OF THE WALL

Journalists who cover the Supreme

Court often fall back on the adjective
"divided" to describe close decisions at
the nation's highest tribunal, as in "A
badly divided Supreme Court ruled yes­
terday. ..." Regarding the state of reli­
gion at the high court, however, the de­
scription is particularly apt at the present
moment.

As it commences its new term the first
Monday in October, this court is particu­
larly divided over religion cases in the
two key areas of church-state litigation
over the past four decades: aid to
nonpublic schools and religion in public
schools.

The court, in an unexpected turn of
events last term, embraced again the
concept of separation of church and state
after a pair of terms when it seemed to
be discarding it. Whereas two years ago
the justices upheld tuition tax deduc­
tions at the state level for parents who
send their children to parochial schools
and gave approval to states' hiring of
legislative chaplains, in 1985 they struck
down a state law mandating silent
prayer in public schools and federal and
state statutes that sent public school
teachers into church-related schools to
provide specialized instruction at tax­
payer expense.

On the surface such apparently con­
tradictory decisions seem to indicate a
court hopelessly adrift and without con­
stitutional moorings. But when one re­
members that all of those recent deci­
sions came on 6-3 and 5-4 votes, what
they actually point to is precisely that
"divided" court.

From this observer's perspective, here
is the breakdown of the composition of
the present high court in disputes over
religion in public life.

Anchoring that end of the tribunal
which appears convinced religion de­
serves the imprimatur of government
are Chief Justice Warren E. Burger and
Associate Justices William H. Rehnquist
and Byron R. White. Of the three,
Rehnquist is clearly the ideological
leader.

Perhaps no justice ever to sit on the
high court has produced a religious
manifesto to match Rehnquist's dis­
senting opinion in last term's decision
striking down Alabama's mandatory si­
lent prayer statute Wallace v. Jaffree 53
U.S.L.W. 4665 (June 4, 1985). That trea­
tise, though terribly flawed in its histori­

cal analysis of the First Amendment's
Establishment Clause (see VIEWS, Sept.
REPORT) undoubtedly marks
Rehnquist's intention to lead the court in
a thoroughgoing reevaluation of First
Amendment religion law in the near
future.

Rehnquist apparently expects Ronald
Reagan to have the chance to appoint
more justices during his second term
and presupposes those additions will en­
able his long-held revisionist views of
the First Amendment to prevail—and
soon. (Whether those hopes materialize,
however, becomes more questionable all
the time, as none of the aging justices
has given any indication he intends to
retire anytime soon.)

In his approach to religion cases, no
justice is more of an enigma than the
Chief Justice himself. Over the past 15
years Mr. Burger has moved from being
the author of the court's prevailing
three-part standard in Establishment
Clause cases (a challenged law must
have a secular purpose, must neither ad­
vance nor inhibit religion, and must not
excessively entangle government with
religion) to being one of its principal crit­
ics. He appears now to agree with
Rehnquist's assessment that the nation's
founders wrote the First Amendment
only to prevent establishment of a na­
tional church or preferential treatment of
one Christian sect over another.

Justice White, John F. Kennedy's only
appointment to the court, consistently
has supported both aid to parochial
schools and increased deference toward
religious symbolism in public life. The
irony of his church-state performance is
that Kennedy's church-state record was
perhaps better than that of any other
modern president.

If Rehnquist, Burger and White anchor
the high court stem in church-state law,
its stern is steadied by Justices William J.
Brennan Jr., Thurgood Marshall and
John Paul Stevens. These three consist­
ently hold out for a strict interpretation
of the First Amendment religion clauses,
the interpretation that the founders
sought to separate as much as is practi­
cable the functions of church and state.

In last June's 6-3 ruling striking down
the Alabama silent prayer statute, it was
Stevens who applied Burger's three-part
test and found the Alabama law want­
ing. Stevens also underscored what he
called "the established principle that the

Government must pursue a course of
complete neutrality toward religion."

Stevens—Gerald R. Ford's only ap­
pointment to the court—has thus joined
veterans Brennan and Marshall as de­
pendable allies of that view of the Estab­
lishment Clause law capsuled by the late
William O. Douglas' injunction that
"The First Amendment says what it
means and means what it says." For
Brennan, Marshall and Stevens, that
means government has no business
funding sectarian schools or enforcing
religious observances on schoolchildren.

The ideological division between pro-
and anti-separationists leaves the three
remaining justices somewhere in the
middle. That breakdown may indeed be
a bit too neat because of Justice Harry A.
Blackmun's recent propensity to gravi­
tate toward the Brennan-Marshall-
Stevens side. Of the key church-state
tests in the last three terms, only once
did Blackmun come down opposite that
trio, in the unsuccessful challenge to a
Nebraska law providing for employment
of a legislative chaplain at public ex­
pense. Marsh v. Chambers 103 S.Ct.3330
(1983)

The remaining duo—Justices Lewis F.
Powell Jr. and Sandra Day O'Con­
nor—increasingly hold the balance of
power in church-state cases. Powell,
whose vote is assiduously courted by at­
torneys who argue these disputes, is
known as the consummate constitutional
technician. (The nation's lawyers, in an
annual poll conducted by the ABA Jour­
nal, each year rank Powell number one
in the quality of written opinions.)

Yet to separationists and
accommodationists alike, Powell is the
picture of inconsistency. It was he who
provided the necessary fifth vote in the
1983 decision upholding the Minnesota
tuition tax deduction scheme. Mueller v.
Allen 103 S. Ct.3062 (1983) Likewise, two
years later his was the pivotal vote in the
5-4 decisions invalidating programs in
New York City and Grand Rapids,
Michigan that sent public schoolteachers
into parochial schools. Aguilar v. Felton
53 U.S.L.W. 5013 (July 1, 1985); Grand
Rapids v. Ball 53 U.S.L.W. 5006 Quly 1,
1985)

O'Connor also has disappointed both
sides in church-state disputes. In all
three key parochial aid cases, she voted
for the public assistance to sectarian
schools. But in Wallace v. Jaffree, she

Stan Hastey
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pointedly endorsed the separationist
view that "(N]othing in the United
States Constitution as interpreted by this
Court or in the laws of the State of
Alabama prohibits public school stu­
dents from voluntarily praying at any
time before, during, or after the school
day."

Whether this three-way division will
hold in upcoming cases remains to be
seen, of course. Entering the new term,
the justices already have agreed to de­
cide four church-state cases and will
once more join the increasingly acrimo­
nious debate over abortion.

In what unquestionably will be the
church-state headliner of the term, the
court will decide whether a student reli­
gious club at Williamsport (PA) Area
High School was unconstitutionally dis­
criminated against when school officials
refused it permission to meet during
school hours at a designated time for
meetings of other extracurricular groups.
(Bender v. Williamsport Area School Dis­
trict, 84-773)

Another church-state case accepted for
review involves the claim of a blind min­
isterial student in Washington state that
he is entitled to federal and state rehabil­
itation funds on an equal basis with
other applicants. (Witters v. Washington
Department of Services for the Blind
84-1070)

A third case will test the constitution­
ality of an Air Force regulation forbid­
ding an Orthodox Jewish captain who is
a psychologist to wear his yarmulke—or
skull cap—while in uniform and on duty
at a military hospital. (Goldman v.
Weinberger, 84-1097)

Yet another dispute involves a chal­
lenge to federal requirements that recipi­
ents of food stamps and Aid to Families
with Dependent Children be assigned
Social Security numbers. A Native
American has sued the government, in­
sisting his minor daughter be exempted
because of a sincerely held religious be­
lief that the numbers represent an evil
force. (Heckler v. Roy 84-780)

Although some of these disputes may
well be settled by margins larger than
those in the recent cases cited here,
chances are others will be reported as
having come from a "divided" court. If
that happens, it will be because the Su­
preme Court in fact is divided over the
proper role of religion in American life.
In that respect, the nation's highest
court merely reflects the present reality
in a larger public debate. 

Religious Freedom in a
Moral Society

When we talk about legislating
prayer in public schools, we
are talking about worship, the

most intimate act between mankind and
God. That is a religious moral issue.
When we talk about government taking
general taxes and utilizing them for the
financing of religious education in reli­
gious schools, we are dealing with a reli­
gious moral issue, based on the vertical
God-man relationship and religious
dogma.

Let's look at religious moral issues. It
is my belief that these are the church­
state establishment issues: preachers of
righteousness need to use the free mar­
ket to share their religious beliefs, not
the administration, the legislature, or the
courts. Preachers can use radio, televi­
sion, and the printed page, utilizing
them to appeal to people to change their
thinking, to take responsibility to pray,
to teach their children to pray, to see
and use the benefits of Christian educa­
tion and support it, to regard life, in­
cluding that of the helpless fetus, with
greater respect.

Jesus proclaimed the gospel in the free
market; the disciples did likewise. I see
no scriptures which authorize the fol­
lowers of Christ to utilize the force of
civil law in religious matters, even
though conditions may be deplorable
and Christians possess political power.
Christ's admonition to draw a distinction
between rendering to Caesar and to God
is the foundation of our First Amend­
ment religion clauses.

Colonial America was certainly moral.
Few would deny that, especially if we
define morality as honesty, respect for
property, etc. Non-conformists were
persecuted, jailed, banished, and even
put under the death penalty. Why? Be­
cause they differed with established reli­
gious moral issues, if you please,
church-state establishment issues. And
the majority ruled.

Now one must question the morality
of a society that treats others in such a
manner simply because they differ in
their religious viewpoints. I find such
treatment immoral, evidence of the ab­
sence of Christ's indwelling Holy Spirit:
"for where the spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty."

How did James Madison feel about es­
tablished religion? He asked, "If religion
be not within the cognizance of Civil
Government, how can its legal establish­
ment be said to be necessary to Civil
Government? What influence, in fact,
have ecclesiastical establishments had 

on Civil Society? In some instances they
have been seen to erect a spiritual tyr­
anny on the ruins of Civil authority; in
many instances they have been seen
upholding the thrones of political tyr­
anny; in no instances have they been seen
the guardians of the liberties of the peo­
ple. Rulers who wished to subvert the
public liberty may have found an estab­
lished clergy convenient auxiliaries."

Some zealous Christian leaders sought
input at the time that the Virginia Act
For Establishing Religious Freedom was
being framed. The Act later became the
basis for the federal Constitution. They
appealed that "explicit acknowledgment
of the only true God and Jesus Christ"
be included. Their request was denied.

Writing of the incident, Thomas
Jefferson penned these words: "the in­
sertion was rejected by the great major­
ity in proof that they meant to compre­
hend within the mantle of its protection
the Jew and the Gentile, the Christian
and the Mohammedan, the Hindu and
infidel of every denomination." Similar
efforts were met with similar results
when the U.S. Constitution was being
developed.

A moral society cannot exist without
religious freedom, which by its very na­
ture allows for differences of religious
views and practices. When freedom
turns to license through irresponsible
use, that freedom is withdrawn in order
to preserve society.

How do we get people to adopt princi­
ples of Christianity? Do we seek govern­
ment help? If we do, then are we
admitting that the preaching of the
Word is not powerful enough to change
lives? Are we saying that the Holy Spirit
is not capable of changing lives in suffi­
cient quality and quantity?

Government, inherently, is neutral in
matters of religion, having no interest in
it except to provide for Free Exercise.
However, under a representative form of
government, the Founding Fathers knew
that the electorate could use its influence
to try to get religious law enacted. To
prevent government from doing that
very thing, the Constitution forbade the
government from authority in the reli­
gious sphere. Individuals, choosing
freely, without civil coercion and civil
penalties, humbling themselves will
bring change.  John V. Stevens, Jr.
John V. Stevens, Sr., at the forefront in behalf
of religious liberty concerns, is President of
the Church-State Council of the Seventh-day
Adventists. This address appeared in ah ex­
panded form in the Congressional Record.
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News in Brief
Senate easily deflects
Helms school prayer bill

WASHINGTON

The U. S. Senate has decisively re­
jected legislation that would have

removed from the jurisdiction of federal
courts, including the Supreme Court,
state laws authorizing devotional exer­
cises in public schools.

Following a brief debate Sept. 10, the
Senate voted 62-36 to table the bill intro­
duced by Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C.

It was designed to overturn Supreme
Court decisions banning state-sponsored
prayer and Bible reading in the nation's
schools.

During the debate, Helms argued the
nation's Founders wrote the establish­
ment clause of the First Amendment
only to prohibit the establishment of a
national church. He said they intended
"to leave the remaining issues of church­
state relations strictly with the States."

Opposition to Helms' bill came from
senators all along the ideological spec­
trum, and included veteran conservative
Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz., who told
Helms during the debate he was "sur­
prised" the North Carolinian would
write the measure. "If I wrote it,"
Goldwater declared, "I would have been
ashamed of it."

The measure also drew opposition
from Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, chair­
man of the Judiciary Committee, a panel
that is considering a Hatch-authored
constitutional amendment to guarantee
moments of silent prayer and meditation
in the classroom.

More liberal senators also spoke
against the bill, including Edward M.
Kennedy, D-Mass., who labeled it "an
attack on our basic freedoms," "an insult
to the Supreme Court" and "an affront
to the Constitution." He said further:
"What is at stake is the preservation of
the rule of law, the foundation on which
all our other liberties rest."

Sen. Jeremiah Denton, R-Ala., said the
legislation was needed "to curb a way­
ward judicial branch" and to "restore vi­
tality to the notion that the elected repre­
sentatives of the people, not judicial
appointees, have the right and responsi­
bility to interpret the Constitution in a
reasonable and just manner."

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af­
fairs executive director James M. Dunn
praised the Senate "for resisting once 

more a frontal assault on the constitu­
tional doctrine of separation of powers
among the legislative, executive and ju­
dicial branches of government."

Dunn also pointed to a 1983 Baptist
Joint Committee position statement
pledging opposition to "any and all such
court-stripping efforts," and warning
further: "We cannot and will not sit idly
by while individual liberties are stripped
away by politicians with eyes on the lat­
est public opinion polls." 

Religious liberty lobbies
hail dismissal of suit

NEW YORK
Spokesmen for religious liberty lobbies

said July 17 that a judge's dismissal of a
jury's $39 million judgment against the
Church of Scientology gave a boost to re­
ligious freedom not only for unpopular
religious groups but for more broadly ac­
cepted faiths as well.

"It was a wholesome decision for reli­
gious freedom generally," said Joe Conn
of Americans United for Separation of
Church and State in Silver Spring, Md.
"What some people don't understand is
that anything that affects the Church of
Scientology would affect other religious
groups as well."

The Rev. Dean Lewis, a Presbyterian
official who chairs the New York-based
National Council of Churches' religious
liberties section, termed the outcome a
welcome respite from a "growing pat­
tern" of governmental intervention into
religious affairs.

Judge Donald H. Londer of the
Multnomah County, Ore., Circuit Court
in Portland, declared a mistrial after
reading more than 10,000 pages of tran­
script of the trial. The original proceed­
ings ended May 17 with the jury
awarding the unusually large sum in
damages to former church member Julie
Christofferson Tichboume.

Mrs. Tichboume, 27, had argued that
Scientologists defrauded her in 1975 by
claiming that the Scientology courses she
paid for could improve her eyesight and
raise her IQ. She was 17 years old at the
time.

In his ruling, Judge Londer criticized
his own conduct of the trial and said the
case had strayed from the original fraud
charges and had become an attack upon
the religion of Scientology.

The $39 million verdict would have
had a chilling effect on the church's free­
dom of religion, the judge said. 

Eighteen in Congress rap
Falwell over So. Africa

WASHINGTON

Eighteen Republican members of
Congress have accused Jerry

Falwell of committing an "abomination"
by wrapping the South African system
of racial apartheid in "the robe of
Christianity."

The Republicans reacted to Falwell's
characterization of Anglican Bishop Tutu
of Johannesburg as a phony who repre­
sents few South Africans and to the fun­
damentalist leader's recent visit to the
country. During the visit, Falwell de­
fended the white minority government,
which he said is seeking reform of the
system of racial segregation and discrim­
ination in the country.

"Bishop Tutu is not a phony," the
congressmembers said. "He is a re­
spected leader who believes that
apartheid is simply a different form of
the segregation which necessitated the
civil-rights movement in our own coun­
try. He has never claimed to represent
all blacks in South Africa, but it was he
who came to the United States to pres­
ent the case, both social and theological,
against apartheid. The Nobel Peace Prize
is not given lightly.... He needs no fur­
ther defense."

Using religious language, the lawmak­
ers continued: "To clothe apartheid in
the robe of Christianity is an
abomination—one good people cannot
ignore and will not accept. No element
of the Judeo-Christian philosophy can be
employed as a justification for apartheid.
To attempt to do so is to violate our
country's moral fiber." 

In his recent trip to South Africa, Jerry
Falwell has shown a dangerous, even a
smug self-righteousness that has played
into the hands of the Botha government.
He gives no evidence that he perceives the
demonic character of apartheid. His selec­
tive observations betray an atrophy of con­
science and compassion.

In his visit to South Africa at this time
we have the specter of a religious leader
providing moral, and by inference, theo­
logical support to the apartheid system.
This is a shocking insensitivity to what
many of us believe are the imperatives of a
just God: to be present with people who
have been in bondage and whose human­
ity has been violated.

Avery Post
United Church of Christ
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Brief holds separation
outweighs free speech
in ‘public forum’ test

WASHINGTON
The setting aside of time for student

activities in a public high school does not
make the school a "public forum" that
must include religious groups, says a
brief signed by three national organiza­
tions and a member of Congress.

The brief has been submitted to the
U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of the
American Jewish Congress, the National
Jewish Community Relations Advisory
Council, the Committee for Public Edu­
cation and Religious Liberty, and Rep.
Don Edwards (D-Calif.).

It has been submitted in the case of
Bender v. Williamsport (Pa.) Area School
District. The case was brought by stu­
dents at Williamsport High School who
were denied permission to form a prayer
group to meet on campus during school
hours. A federal district court ruled in
favor of the students, but the decision
was overturned by a federal appeals
court.

The brief argues that the free-speech
rights of students are outweighed by the
constitutional prohibition against gov­
ernment entanglement with religion. It
says that "local school officials practice
content-based discrimination every day
without violating the First Amendment.
They decide which subjects are appro­
priate for the educational programs and
which are not."

The Equal Access Act of 1984 requires
public schools that permit extracurricular
activities to permit student-initiated reli­
gious clubs to meet on campus on an
equal basis with other student clubs. The
Williamsport case began before the law
was passed. 

No. Carolina considers use
of ’religionless’ oath

RALEIGH
Civil libertarians' objections to oaths

invoking the deity have prompted North
Carolina's state legislature to rephrase
the formula to be used in swearing in
witnesses in state courts.

A measure proposed in the state sen­
ate would retain religious allusions in
the standard oaths but would permit use 

of an alternative affirmation with en­
tirely secular wording.

A staff spokesman for the North
Carolina attorney general's office said
the bill may not satisfy the North
Carolina Civil Liberties Union. That
group has filed suit on behalf of a
Winston-Salem woman who refused to
take any of three present optional oaths
or an affirmation that may now be used
instead by persons who object to
swearing.

The plaintiff and the civil liberties
group have agreed to drop the suit if the
state changes the wording of the oaths
to remove religious language. 

‘Mother Church’ loses in
copyright extension case

WASHINGTON
A federal court has struck down an ex­

traordinary law passed by Congress
which extended by 75 years the Chris­
tian Science Church's copyright to the
central text of the faith.

The 1971 law violated the constitu­
tional separation of church and state by
granting special privileges to the church,
Judge Thomas Jackson of U.S. District
Court ruled here.

The text, "Science and Health With
Key to the Scriptures," is regarded as the
"pastor" of the Christian Science Church
and is used for daily reading and weekly
religious services.

Officials of the Boston-based denomi­
nation, known as the Mother Church,
had argued that copyright extension was
needed to protect the doctrinal purity of
the text and prevent heresy by church
dissidents. 

AU will sue Ed. Secretary
over failure to comply

WASHINGTON
Top leaders of Americans United for

Separation of Church and State an­
nounced here they will sue Secretary of
Education William J. Bennett for refusing
to comply with a Supreme Court deci­
sion forbidding states and localities from
sending public school teachers into paro­
chial schools for specialized instruction.

Robert L. Maddox, executive director
of AU, told a crowded news conference
at the National Press Building that
Bennett has allowed a "religio-political
agenda to undercut his sworn duty to 

uphold the U.S. Constitution and help
America's children get the best possible
education" by "willfully failing to imple­
ment the rulings of the Supreme Court."

The nation's high court ruled in July
that New York City school officials vio­
lated the establishment clause of the
First Amendment by sending public
school teachers into parochial schools to
provide remedial education.

For his part, in speeches this summer
Bennett assailed the decision and wrote
state school officials promising assist­
ance from his department and the De­
partment of Justice in any litigation they
might undertake to delay implementing
the Supreme Court decision. O

Unification Church into
ecumenical networking

NEW YORK
The Unification Church has recently

built a small network of ecumenical or­
ganizations and is presenting them as al­
ternatives to such established ecumen­
ical agencies as the National and World
Council of Churches, says Richard
Quebedeaux, an ecumenical consultant
for the church.

But mainstream church leaders are
still wary of the Unification Church's
overtures for ecumenical dialogue. With
other critics, they believe that Unifica­
tion leader Sun Myung Moon may have
a hidden agenda in his church's
interfaith activities.

Mr. Quebedeaux said that recently the
church has emphasized ecumenical and
interfaith activities while downplaying
its more well known brand of evangel­
ism because of the small number of con­
verts who have been recruited in the
United States.

Since the late 1970s, the church has at­
tracted prominent scholars to its confer­
ences and dialogues on theology and
world religions in locations such as
Portugal, Greece and Hawaii. The con­
ferences have been sponsored through
the International Religious Foundation,
the church's interfaith division.

Although Mr. Moon has no interest in
"starting a new bureaucracy" (referring
to the World Council of Churches), a
new Unification agency started last year
called the Council of World Religions
would eventually provide an alternative
to the WCC, Mr. Quebedeaux said. 
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REVIEWS
THE SEEDS OF
SECULARIZATION:
Calvinism, Culture and Pluralism in
America, 1870-1915.
By Gary Scott Smith, Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans (Christian Univ.
Press), 1985, 128 pp. Paper, $6.95

Gary Scott Smith has provided a
useful tool for comprehending
the background of current de­

bates regarding the role of religion in
politics and social institutions. It is espe­
cially valuable for those who have little
or no working knowledge of religious
philosophy and evangelical religious de­
velopments between the Civil War and
World War I. For all who struggle with
such issues as prayer in public schools,
the role of religious world views in pub­
lic education and the conflict between a
Christian understanding of human
events and what is popularly known as
"secularism" or "secular humanism,"
this volume provides a helpful critical
perspective. At the very least, it reminds
us that we have been here before.

Smith's central argument is that be­
tween 1870 and 1915 Calvinists (an um­
brella term he uses for a variety of evan­
gelical and reformed viewpoints and
theologies) believed a Christian world
view should dominate political, educa­
tional and moral institutions in the
United States. Ignoring even biblical ad­
monitions to the contrary, Calvinists
held that no alternative ideologies had a
right to exist in the public arena. By
advocating such a position, Smith ar­
gues, the Calvinists created a climate of
such intolerance that a social and politi­
cal backlash swept humanism into the
dominant role of cultural arbiter. As a re­
sult, Christian views have been devalued
and essentially prohibited in American
institutional life. He concludes that as
we struggle for a re-valuation of Chris­
tian views, we must make room for a
pluralistic approach in order not to re­
peat the same result.

Smith believes that until the Civil War,
public apologists for American morality
were universally Christian. After the
Civil War the loss of Christian influence
in education, the rise of scientific theory
and historicism, and the phenomenon of
urbanization/industrialization all contrib­
uted to make humanistic philosophies
supreme. As this process developed,
morality and public faith were decreas­
ing in reliance upon a theistic under­
standing, and increasing in a goal of mo­
rality based upon shared experience and 

common human understanding. Thus
Smith implies that the pluralism fostered
by scientific naturalism or humanism is
no pluralism at all, but a monolithic per­
spective based upon presumed scientific
argument. The result has been moral
confusion and decay.

One of Smith's most helpful contribu­
tions is to raise the dimensions of "plu­
ralism" for scrutiny. By their intolerance
for other religious perspectives, he ar­
gues that Calvinists made possible the
ascendancy of scientific naturalism as
the premier (and nearly exclusive) phi­
losophy of the twentieth century. The
ultimate persuasion of scientific natural­
ism has been assisted by its seeming tol­
eration of all religions. It is, however, a
perspective which damns them all by
treating them as equally irrelevant and
equally primitive. Smith suggests the
pluralism of the Twentieth Century has
thus not only devalued theistic religion,
but in fact fostered contempt for it.

Smith proposes that the Calvinists
should have opted for "confessional plu­
ralism." This approach would have
meant believing that God has created a
number of associations in society, each
with an identity, integrity and right of
existence. Each association should have
equal right to promote its conceptions of
life through voluntary associations,
schools, labor unions, etc. Smith be­
lieves such an approach might have re­
tained a strong valuation for religious
perspectives without forcing all to be the
same. He is also clear that confessional
pluralism is the path we should follow at
present.

This conclusion exposes some of his
own biases. For example, he favors some
form of tuition tax credits, or perhaps
even tax support of religious schools,
based on population percentages. He
notes that this is the practice in some Eu­
ropean countries. Accreditation for
teachers of non-religious courses would
be provided by the state. Philosophy
and purpose would remain with the
school.

On the other hand, Smith does not
comment on how such "hot" controver­
sies as beliefs about abortion might be
resolved by the adoption of confessional
pluralism. Such issues defy confessional
pluralism because they deal with funda­
mental issues of life itself. When com­
bined with the issue of religious convic­
tion, mere pluralistic respect may not be
adequate to contain a resolution.

The book concludes by reminding us
that America today stands at a cross­

roads. (One is tempted to retort that
American society is always at a cross­
roads!) The one he describes is a cross­
roads leading to Athens or to Jerusalem.
We suspect that Smith might prefer a re­
formed Geneva to Jerusalem. Still, we
must confess he is essentially correct in
both his historical interpretation and
contemporary analysis. In the United
States we have a Christianized perspec­
tive, even if we are not truly Christian.
Even as the religious revival of the late
70's and early 80's runs its course, radi­
cally different immigration and popula­
tion patterns suggest even greater con­
frontation and cultural change may be
ahead. Smith's confessional pluralism,
particularly as a counterpoint to Ameri­
can "civil religion," may be worth con­
sideration as one avenue toward resolu­
tion in our complex culture.

The work may well be an edited ver­
sion of the author's Ph.D. dissertation.
Therefore, the general reader may find
some portions of this work a bit aca­
demic. Nevertheless, persistence will be
rewarded. Smith develops several chap­
ters which review the main points of
Calvinist and Reformed theology as they
related to education, moral development
and political leadership between 1870
and 1915. Several chapters also review
the relationship between Calvinism and
Capitalism, the social gospel and
emerging strategies for ministry in urban
contexts. One chapter offers a thumbnail
sketch of the development of "scientific
naturalism," an ideology that he claims
has become the basis for social values
and understanding at the expense of
Christian concepts. Each chapter is bal­
anced and clear, and offers avenues of
further reading and research for the in­
terested reader.

It is somewhat incomplete and at
points infused with the author's own
point of view. Still, amidst the plethora
of ideological and hard sell treatises be­
ing offered under guise of religious
scholarship, it is both a good book and a
helpful book. For those who want to un­
derstand the present in its context, it is
well worth reading.

Everett C. Goodwin

REVIEWERS
Everett Goodwin is the pastor of the historic
First Baptist Church in the nation's capital. A
prolific writer and reviewer, although "re­
tired," Carroll Arnold resides in Tucson, AZ.
Gayl Fowler is a BJCPA staffer.
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GOD IN AMERICA:
Religion and Politics in the U.S.
By Furio Colombo, Trans. Kristin |arrat,
New York: Columbia University Press,
$18.00, 176 pp., 1984.

The author, an Italian professor at
Columbia University, brings an

outsider's detachment and shrewd in­
sight to this excellent tract on the influ­
ence of religion on American politics.
The book is a translation from the
Italian.

In Europe, the author avers, it is ideol­
ogy which influences and informs politi­
cal activity. In America, ideology is re­
placed by religion as the organizing and
informing key to life and culture and
politics. One feels as one reads that
Colombo knows us better than we know
ourselves.

Religion in America consists, in this
author's view, of two elements or di­
mensions which give it meaning and di­
mension and force: (1) The element of
hope or optimism, or "moving forward."
(2) The dimension of certainty. Funda­
mentalism provides the latter; liberalism
the former. The author does not suggest
that the two are separate—they are more
like two sides of a coin. Sometimes the
two coalesce perfectly—as in
Mormonism.

Baptists do not escape the author's
sharp analysis, especially the differences
between white and black Baptists, the
club-like nature of our churches, and the
painful reminder of the exclusion of
many blacks from white churches. How
dare this author point out that solidarity,
charity, and compassion are found more
in black churches than in white!

Very penetrating is the book's descrip­
tion and analysis of the "secular cults:"
EST, or Erhardt Seminary Training,
comes in for a scathing analysis. It is de­
scribed as a "school for the self­
gratification of a financially prosperous
but psychologically frail upper middle
class ..." The Moonies and their ven­
tures into Christian cupidity are not left
out.

Another example of a secular cult is
Joseph Granville's business newsletter,
which employs preaching and inspira­
tional overtones of a religious nature. A
man who has no competency except as
an investment counselor suddenly is en­
dowed with absolute truth about God
and faith. The direct-mail wizard,
Richard Viguerie, employed by Ronald
Reagan, is similarly cited as a secular
guru. The influence of Eastern cults, Ve­
danta, Hare Krishna, Buddhism and Zen
are not ignored.

None of this is mere random analysis.
It is Colombo's thesis to show that all of
these newly hatched diversions of faith 

and action have drained off great energy
and influence from the mainstream,
mostly liberal, American denominations,
leaving a "deadening private and indi­
vidual care for the self." Witness, for in­
stance, the inordinate emphasis being
put on "self fulfillment," by the great,
heretofore liberal, denominations of
Protestantism.

All this leads into an analysis and de­
scription of the Moral Majority, or neo­
fundamentalism, or neo-Christianity,
which in the author's view has taken
over the mainstream of Protestantism,
and which swept Ronald Reagan into
power and keeps him there.

A rather frightening description of the
ruthless methods of this new cult of the
Right is the main thrust of the book. The
Moral Majority, symbolized by people
like Falwell, Swaggert, Robinson, etc.,
despite their mindless views of evolu­
tion, creationism, etc. are to be taken se­
riously as enemies of freedom. He
shows how cleverly they form linkages
with Catholics by espousing anti­
abortion. They also are trying to pull the
Jews into their movement. A rather
amusing tale is told of how the new
Christian Moral Majority tried to tran-
quilize the American Jewish Committee,
publishers of Commentary, a neo­
conservative Jewish magazine. They
joined Commentary's right-wing views,
while playing down the avowed goals of
the Moral Majority to establish America
as a "Christian Nation."

Finally, the author sees in all this a
full-fledged, well financed attempt by
the religious right-wing to bring an end
to church-state separation!

If you think the author is unduly con­
cerned and apprehensive, read the book.
It is a good read!

O. Carroll Arnold

FAITH, CULTURE AND
LEADERSHIP:
A History of the Black Church in Boston,
By Robert C. Hayden. Boston Branch
NAACP, Boston, MA. 1983, 56 pp.

This intriguing history of 10 of Bos­
ton's Black churches includes the

stories of three Baptist Churches that
date to the early 1800s.

Peoples Baptist, with roots back to
1805, and First African Baptist still owns
one of the Paul Revere bells. It has had a
long and distinguished history of com­
munity contributions, including support
for American Baptist Home Mission So­
ciety and Foreign Missions.

Church/state buffs will be interested in
stormy turn of the century years when
deacons locked out Pastor Simon Drew
because of his manner of preaching
(Southern revival style) and his opposi­
tion to the way they handled funds. A
few weeks after the pastor returned and
a new deacon board was elected, the
anti-Drew deacons "accompanied with
white constables, physically tried to re­
move Rev. Drew from the pulpit on a
Sunday morning." The Globe reported
that he was forcibly ejected from the
church "so roughly that he was in bed
under a doctor's care."

Twelfth Baptist Church where Martin
Luther King, Jr. often preached during
his years as a doctoral student at Boston
University gave sanctuary as a part of
the Underground Railroad. In 1850,
when the Fugitive Slave Law allowed
runaway slaves to be returned to the
South with the assistance of federal
agents and without trial, 40 of Twelfth
Baptist's members who had recently
arrived as fugitive slaves fled to Canada.

Continued on Page 16

Reprinted by permission, the Beaumont Enterprise
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Church, society at odds
over investment policy

LONDON
he archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Robert Runcie, has been chal­

lenged by secular leaders to see that the
Church of England reappraises its policy
of investment in South Africa.

Frank Field, a Labor member of Parlia­
ment and also a member of the church's
General Synod, said in a letter to Dr.
Runcie that he should convene a special
meeting of the church commissioners
(the paymasters of the Church of
England) to prevent any new church in­
vestments in South Africa. He also
wants the commissioners to announce a
timetable over the next 18 months for
"progressive disengagement" from the
South African economy.

In his letter, Mr. Field said the com­
missioners have a higher percentage of
their portfolio invested in companies
with South African interests than does
the British investment market as a
whole.

In 1982, the General Synod called for
disengagement from the South African
economy because of its apartheid re­
gime. Mr. Field said the church commis­
sioners have done little to implement
this policy. 

American Jewish groups
score Tightest Kach party

NEW YORK
Twelve American Jewish organizations

have denounced Rabbi Meir Kahane, the
American-born head of Israel's right­
wing Kach Party, saying that "his words
and actions are alien to Judaism."

They issued a joint statement as Rabbi
Kahane began a month-long visit to the
United States to raise funds for his
movement and just after the weekly
Long Island Jewish World featured a cover
story headed "Kahane's popularity
surges in Israel."

Jewish World reporter Walter Ruby, af­
ter a visit to Israel, wrote, "Many people
said they agree with Kahane's goal of
expelling the Arab population of Israel
and the administered territories as the
only way to solve the country's eco­
nomic and security problems." He said
that many working-class Sephardic Jews
who had provided the base of support
for former Prime Minister Menachem

Begin and the Likud Party have now
turned to Rabbi Kahane's Kach
movement.

The American Jewish groups issuing
the joint statement said they "do not dis­
miss the findings of polls that, under un­
relenting economic, military, political,
and terrorist pressure, 'Kahaneism' has
found a few more sympathetic listen­
ers." But, they added, "to confuse this
still isolated virus with an epidemic
threatening Israel's vibrant democracy is
to misconstrue the phenomenon and ex­
aggerate its threat far beyond its
troubling but limited dimension." 

Congress cautioned over
glitter of bad ideologies

NAIROBI
The archbishop of Nairobi, Cardinal

Maurice Otunga, a usually conservative
leader, condemned those who regard
Africa as a ground for trying out reli­
gious and political ideologies that have
been rejected elsewhere. The Christian
church in Africa, he said, is fully alert to
the various theories, ideologies and doc­
trines that might blind the people.

He added, "We are young and nov­
ices, but we know that all that glitters is
not gold because it can easily blind us.
We must help the people to see the
truth." The cardinal spoke during the of­
ficial opening of the 43rd International
Eucharistic Congress at the huge
Kenyatta International Center complex.

Africa, he said, has been turned into a
dumping ground for all sorts of ideas
discarded elsewhere, and the church in
Africa has the duty to re-examine these
to shield Africans from them. 

Children must honor state
then faith, educators say

KOTTAYAM
Parents of 11 Jehovah's Witnesses chil­

dren are being taken to court because
they refuse to let the children sing In­
dia's national anthem.

The Witnesses say the law that makes
the singing of the anthem compulsory in
government schools violates their faith.
But the government asserts that faith is
not an excuse for going against "national
duty."

The suit, which was brought by school
officials, cites a law that calls any disrup­
tion to the singing of the national an­
them an "insult to national honor." The 

offense is punishable by three years'
imprisonment.

Jehovah's Witnesses leaders have told
newspaper reporters they refuse to sing
the anthem because they "do not believe
in the cult of patriotism." They have de­
scribed the song as "a hymn of worship
invoking goddess India" and said they
do not believe in the concept of
nationhood. 

Italian press defends
politically active priest

VATICAN CITY
The suspension of a Catholic priest

has provoked a growing public debate
about the church and politics in Italy.

The Rev. Giovanni Baget Bozzo, a
priest who was elected a Socialist deputy
in the European Parliament, was banned
from the priesthood for "disobedience,
behavior alien to his clerical status and
taking an active part in political parties."

Father Baget Bozzo has long been a
controversial figure, first as an outspo­
ken priest in the Genova district and
then as a journalist writing frequent at­
tacks on his superior, Cardinal Giuseppe
Siri.

The sanctions were brought about not
only by what he wrote in newspapers
but by his open condemnation of a
memorandum from the Vatican that
urged priests to lobby against abortion
before the upcoming national
referendum.

"The decision to suspend the Socialist
deputy Don Baget Bozzo is in direct ac­
cordance with canon law," L'Osservatore
Romano, the semi-official Vatican news­
paper said. "The decision was taken se­
renely and with objectivity."

But most of Italy's major newspapers
and magazines defended the disgraced
priest. Even Italy's foreign minister,
Christian Democrat Giulio Andreotti,
came to Father Baget Bozzo's defense. 

Indecision on chaplaincy
threatens Anglican unity

JOHANNESBURG
The Anglican Church of Southern

Africa stopped short of taking its chap­
lains totally out from under military con­
trol at its July 2-12 Synod in
Pietermaritzburg, the provincial capital
of Natal.

The synod's debate on what kind of
chaplaincy services should be provided 
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to white soldiers of South Africa's De­
fense Force, fighting against the guerril­
las of SWAPO in northern Namibia and
southern Angola, spilled out into the
pages of the country's newspapers, pro­
voking an outcry from white Anglicans
and others who are parents of soldiers.

Some synod delegates argued that An­
glican chaplains should also be available
not only to government troops but also
to the freedom fighters of SWAPO, the
South West Africa People's Organiza­
tion, a group fighting for the independ­
ence of Namibia, which South Africa
continues to control in defiance of
United Nations sanctions.

The synod discussions and the wider
public debate they provoked have high­
lighted the increasing tensions within
Anglicanism in South Africa. The church
is 80 percent black in membership, but
the 20 percent of members who are
white provide 80 percent of the funding.
Many conservative whites have threat­
ened to leave the church and go to more
conservative denominations since
Bishop Desmond Tutu, the outspoken
black Nobel prize winner and foe of
apartheid, was elected bishop of
Johannesburg. 

Baptist pastor conceives
subway poster campaign

LONDON
A poster campaign is underway on the

London Underground (subway) in sup­
port of peace in Nicaragua, organized
here by Church Action for Central
America (CAFCA), which includes the
Baptist Union. The campaign is being
funded by Christian Aid, the British
Council of Churches' relief and develop­
ment agency.

Since Sept. 1, CAFCA is buying space
for six weeks on the underground and is
placing posters in trains on the central
and circle lines where they are most
likely to be seen by the thousands of
United States visitors in London.

Christian Aid says it has supported
the campaign because of growing con­
cern about alleged U.S.-backed military
attacks into Nicaragua from Honduras.
These are reported to be disrupting de­
velopment projects and afflicting suffer­
ing on many communities in Nicaragua.

The poster is a simple one with a pho­
tograph of Nicaraguan children who
have been made homeless by violence
and a message which reads: "Pray that

Nicaragua be left in peace."
The Rev. Andrew Mawson, the Bap­

tist minister who thought of the poster
idea, says he hopes it will catch on and
that other sponsors will be found to
widen the campaign, using bigger post­
ers. Some agencies are expected to buy
space on the subway's escalators and on
London's famous red buses. 

Baptists in West Zaire
among new WCC members

GENEVA
The Geneva-based World Council of

Churches has accepted seven new mem­
ber denominations, bringing its total
membership to 310. Six of the seven are
African. They will officially become
members in six months, if no current
WCC member church raises objections.

The seven are: The Congregational
Christian Church in American Samoa,
which has 40,000 members in American
Samoa, New Zealand, Hawaii and the
U.S. West Coast; The Methodist Church
in Zimbabwe, a 40,000-member denomi­
nation with British roots; the Baptist
Community of West Zaire, with 170,000
members, which is part of the Church of
Christ of West Zaire, already a WCC
member; the Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria, with 40,000 members, which
was started in the early 20th century by
missionaries from the U.S.-based
Church of the Brethren; the Congrega­
tional Evangelical Church in Angola,
with 70,000 members which resulted
from U.S. and Canadian missionary
work and also belongs to the World Alli­
ance of Reformed Churches; the Evan­
gelical United Church of Angola with
11,000 members, which was established
by Anglican and Reformed missionaries
early in this century; and the Evangelical
Pentecostal Mission of Angola, with
13,600 members, which resulted from
mission work in the 1950s by the U.S.­
based Assemblies of God.

The WCC also accepted three regional
church councils as associates—the Chris­
tian Council of Tanzania, the Christian
Council of Zambia, and the St. Vincent
and the Grenadines Christian Council.

Peace with
Justice Week

Oct 19-25, 1985

------- NEWS-SCAN--------

Nigerian Baptist pastor J. A. Awod-
iran and his church's custodian

were killed and Awodiran's wife injured
in religious rioting that left more than
100 dead in Gombe, Nigeria. Their party
was caught in the fighting when their
car was stopped at a roadblock; about
150 persons died. The rioting followed
an attempt by police to arrest the leader
of the banned Maitatsine Islamic
sect... .The social climate regarding the
church in Finland has become more fa­
vorable and interest in religion has
grown strongjn the midst of the nation's
secularization process, Britain's Baptist
Tinies reported. In explanation, it ap­
pears that church people are becoming
more active and fewer persons are leav­
ing the church. Traditionally cool rela­
tions between the state church
(Evangelical-Lutheran) and the labor
movement are showing improvement
... .Poet Irina Ratushinskaya once more
has demonstrated the power of the writ­
ten word to throw fright into the Soviet
powers-that-be. She was sentenced to a
seven year term at hard labor plus five
years internal exile on the unimaginative
charges of "anti-Soviet agitation and
propaganda." Milwaukee's artistic com­
munity has "adopted" Irina as a prisoner
of conscience... ."We want to help put
the spotlight of public attention on
Namibia, making the issue of torture
visible and mobilizing public pressure to
stop it"—Amnesty International. In its
alert call for action, Al noted that "many
Americans don't know much about
Namibia or how the Namibian people
are suffering under South African secu­
rity forces"... .Pastor of the Hiroshima
Baptist Church which was destroyed
when the atomic bomb destroyed that
city, Buntaro Kimura died in August at
the age of 79. Rev. Kimura had been vis­
iting his family in the countryside when
the destruction occurred, but rushed
back at risk to his own life to undertake
relief efforts. He later served as presi­
dent of the Japan Baptist
Convention... .The Socialist Republic of
Vietnam offers "re-education" in answer
to questions over the detaining in special
camps of thousands of people. None
have been tried or convicted in a court of
law, though they have been declared
guilty of treason. 
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Quoting

George Younger
Vermont Co-Worker

Baptists have never been afraid to
speak out and act in society on the

basis of their faith. In fact, the earliest ac­
tivity of Baptists in the colonies was to pe­
tition the King of England for a charter in
Rhode Island to permit religious liberty.
Baptists have worked actively and openly
for our nation's independence, for the abo­
lition of slavery, for temperance, for fair
labor laws, and for all manner of causes
that they felt were called for on the basis
of the scriptural teaching of justice and
peace. However, out of respect for the
faith or opinions of others, Baptists have
always trusted to open public debate and
the representative process to make their
views known.

Our Baptist Christian heritage is one
that wishes to be a free church in a free so­
ciety and expects others to be the same.
Religion is not a private and personal mat­

ter, because it has public implications. But
each Christian is accountable to God for
what he or she says and does—not to the
pastor or the church officers of the denom­
ination or anyone else. 

Gregory Baum
Commonweal

It is important to emphasize that a post­
liberal vision of society must save the

great achievements of the liberal tradition,
in particular the respect for personal con­
science and personal freedom. While so­
cial solidarity and the struggle for justice
demand many sacrifices, historical experi­
ence has taught us that the repression of
dissent has devasting consequences. In the
Christian tradition, respect for persons is
metaphysically grounded: the respect is
related to the doctrine of creation, re­
demption, and sanctification. This is a
warning that applies to political as well as
ecclesiastical policies. 

PROBE

• For a growing segment of the popula­
tion, the American Dream is on hold.
Kenneth Dean finds the current adminis­
tration going back to "plantation poli­
cies" which erode gains of the past dec­
ades. Is Dean on solid turf when he
traces the loss of power for the poor to
unchecked capitalism? Who are the hun­
gry in your church and community—
ethnic minorities, the aging, widows,
unemployed engineers as well as auto
workers? Try to place yourself in their
situation before deliberating social and
economic justice values.

• Stan Hastey says the Supreme Court
mirrors society in its division over the
assigned role of religion in U.S. life.
Think about the many influences facing
justices—the president who appoints, 

single-issue coalitions, historical prece­
dents, in addition to the personal biases
justices bring to the bench. Can such in­
fluences be neutralized; and what of the
statement by the late Justice William
Douglas, "The First Amendment says
what it means and means what it says"?

• The "American way" allows for a wide
diversity of religious expression. But de
facto American thought and expression
reflects a decidedly Christian cast. Has
our history always included this tension
between the ideal and the real? What are
some hindrances to a peaceful resolu­
tion, with care to preserve religious
liberties within the framework of consti­
tutional guarantees? 

• James Dunn writes, "True believers
all, they often labor brilliantly to rewrite
history." Evaluate revisionist claims that
government, particularly the Supreme
Court, has been hostile to religion. Can
you detect in the current church/state
debate voices that reject Madison's belief
denying government's "right .. .to inter­
meddle with religion"?

CORRESPONDENCE
Reader response extends dialogue and j
thereby helps to focus and clarify the j
issues. Letters must carry both signature j
and address of the writer and should not i
exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to [
edit for length. ■

I want to state my support for and affirm
the work of the staff of the BJCPA. I was dis­
mayed to read in Stan Haste/s article "Pat"
Robertson's criticism of the BJCPA, but en­
couraged by the apparent respect which the
BJCPA has with some congressional members

Keep up your faithful work in Washington.
There are those of us out here who support
you. I enjoy reading REPORT, finding it help­
ful in knowing what is going on and in clari­
fying the issues and the threats which face
us. Darrell Reid James

Portsmouth, VA
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Government has the touch of mud in
matters religious. Strict neutrality,
not benignity, is the proper role for
government in regard to religion ...

REFLECTIONS
James M. Dunn
Executive Director

Whatever happened to the First Amendment?
One conservative think-tanker, Walter Berns, ad­

vocates "a program of assistance on a non-discriminatory ba­
sis, across the board, to all churches, all religions, all sects."

Justice Rehnquist delivered a veritable tirade in his dissent
on the Jaffree case in which the Supreme Court ruled out
government-managed moments for silent prayer in Alabama
schools. He says, "The evil aimed at" by the First Amend­
ment was "the establishment of a national church, and per­
haps the preference of one religious sect over another."

Attorney General Meese laments the Supreme Courfs
"hostility" to religion. Education Secretary Bennett would es­
tablish a yet unspelled-out Judeo-Christian value system for
public schools. He does not bother to reconcile the some­
times conflicting axioms of his hyphenated lowest-common-
denominator religion. True believers all, they often labor bril­
liantly to rewrite history.

Their revised standard version of the First Amendment
holds that it simply rules out favoritism among religious
groups and prohibits an official State Church, but endorses
God-in-general and allows impartial government aid for
churches.

The Supreme Court, however, consistently holds that the
establishment clause embraces much broader restraints on
government than these simple prohibitions. That the men
mentioned above believe the Court's decisions do not square
with the intentions of the founders is irrelevant.

What does one say of this new interpretation of the reli­
gion clauses? The revised, limited version 1. was not in­
tended by the founders; 2. is not possible now even if it had
been intended; 3. is not desirable even if it were possible.

1. A civil religion was not intended by the founders.
The "Founders" were sharply divided. Madison, Jefferson

and George Mason stood against Patrick Henry in the pas­
sage of the Virginia Statute of Religious Liberty, 1786. When
Henry held up passage of the bill, Jefferson wrote Madison
from France, "What we have to do, I think, is devotedly pray
for his death." That's sharp division. Rehnquist in his Jaffree
dissent pettily points out that Jefferson was in France at the
later date when the Bill of Rights was under consideration. Is
it possible to imagine the gathering that gave us the First
Amendment without the hovering presence of Jefferson?

Madison in pleading for Virginia's ratification of the new
Constitution said, "There is not a shadow of right in the gen­
eral government to intermeddle with religion," a view con­
sistent with his earlier comment on the Statute for Religious
Liberty when he wrote Jefferson that the bill had "extin­
guished forever the ambitious hope of making laws for the
human mind." Madison's logic requires a separation of
church and state well beyond an injunction against the estab­
lishment of a national church.

That plea of Madison is relevant today: "Who does not see
that the same authority which can establish Christianity, in
exclusion of all other Religions, may establish with the same
ease any particular sect of Christians, in exclusion of all other
Sects?"

The founders were divided but the majority favored the
separation of church and state.

It is strange indeed that Justice Rehnquist should appeal to
the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 and the tax-supported reli­
gion aimed at the Indians as arguments for his
accommodationist views. There is no more shameful chapter
in American history than our attempts to merge the military
and missionary urges in dealing with the first Americans.
Native Americans suffered much from government's at­
tempts to blend force with faith.

2. Impartial aid to all religions is not possible now even if
it had been intended. The impartiality required for any sort of
juggling between religions and anti-religions and non­
religions is beyond mortal capacity. The objectivity de­
manded, the above-it-allness would put one a shelf above
God. The sort of dispassionate evenhandedness called for is
unheard of in either politics or religion. Put these lively disci­
plines together and it is ludicrous to think of an established
government policy of balanced support for all religions.

Beyond that theological argument stands the empirical
challenge of over 3,000 religions in the United States entitled
to equal footing. Try describing them, understanding them,
identifying with them and their aspirations.

Support for religion from the state is not possible even if
some founders envisioned it. Free churches tend to want to
stay free. Persons of conscience of all religious and non­
religious hues, by abstaining from involvement with govern­
ment, skew the equation and make it impossible to attain
that idyllic state of governmental fairness toward all
religions.

3. Government-blessed religion is not desirable even if it
were possible. History cites horrible examples of government
trying to use religion for its own ends, or the dominant re­
gional religion ruling the roost to the great distortion of jus­
tice, persecution of minorities and religion-spawned hatreds
and prejudices. Jews, Baptists and Quakers have been pro­
testing church-state entanglement from those days to these.

When the state gets into the missionary business, it fouls
things up. When government claims to aid all religions, it
never fads to play favorites. When government tries to find
an agreeable level of religious involvement, it winds up
advancing a generic, all-purpose God.

It is a mistake to assume that the free exercise clause is pro­
religion and the no-establishment clause hostile to religion.
The two clauses do contradict each other if pushed to ex­
tremes but taken together both religion clauses of the First
Amendment provide the bulwark for religious liberty.

Religious liberty is not a gift of the state. Government has
the touch of mud in matters religious. Strict neutrality, not
benignity, is the proper role for government in regard to
religion.

Government is neutral not supportive of religion, so citi­
zens are not forced to support religious practices and opin­
ions they oppose, so government is not evaluating or
supervising religious institutions, so the state is not engen­
dering divisiveness and religious warfare.

The revisionist view that would turn away from separation
of church and state is downright silly. 
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Oliver S. (Buzz) Thomas named
new General Counsel of BJCPA

Oliver S. (Buzz) Thomas, a partner
in the law firm, Thomas and

Thomas of Maryville, Tenn., has been
unanimously elected general counsel of
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs. The Tennessee native will as­
sume his duties October 1.

Thomas, 30, is a Phi Beta Kappa grad­
uate of the University of Tennessee and
an honors graduate of the University of
Tennessee College of Law and New Or­
leans Baptist Theological Seminary.

At New Orleans, he was named the
1980-81 Broadman Seminarian, an award
presented annually to the most out­
standing student. He finished first in his
New Orleans master of divinity class
and third in his law school class.

While in law school Thomas was a
clerk for the Tennessee Court of Ap­
peals, where he wrote more than 30 ju­
dicial opinions. He also did research and
legal writing for U. S. District Judge
James H. Jarvis, of the Eastern District of
Tennessee, Knoxville.

For the past two years Thomas has
practiced with his brother in the family
law firm in Maryville, outside Knoxville,
where some 20 percent of his caseload
has involved free service to indigent
criminal defendants, juveniles and other
low income clients referred from the
Knox County Legal Aid Society. The re­
mainder of his practice has ranged from
constitutional law to divorce and child
custody cases.

Active as a supply preacher and
teacher in Baptist churches, Thomas and
his wife, Lisa, have been leaders in the
Knoxville chapter of Bread for the
World, a Christian citizens' hunger
lobby. He also helped form the Blount
Youth Emergency Shelter for juvenile
delinquents and status offenders, and is
a director of the Blount County Dismas
House for former prisoners.

Wesley Forsline, chairman of the
search committee that reviewed some 20
candidates for the position, expressed
personal satisfaction over Thomas'
"commitment to ministry and his view
that working for the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee would be an aspect of ministry."

He said the search committee was
pleased to discover in Thomas "a Baptist
who knows what a Baptist is," and one
who can "work among our varying
groups and with non-Baptists to reflect
our Baptist heritage."

James Dunn, executive director of the
Washington-based office which repre­
sents the cooperative endeavor of nine

national Baptist bodies, pointed out that
"The Rev. Mr. Thomas, Esq. represents
a rare find for the Baptist Joint Commit­
tee on Public Affairs.

"He has engaged both in the practice
of law and in the ministry of the local
church. This has sharpened his formida­
ble educational preparation for our spe­
cific tasks," added Dunn.

During seminary days, Thomas was
an associate minister at Coliseum Place
Baptist Church, a biracial congregation
in inner-city New Orleans. He has said it
was there "that I first felt the urgency to
translate the gospel into meaningful and
concrete social policy." He was also
summer youth minister at First Baptist
Church, Maryville, in 1978.

Thomas succeeds the late John W.
Baker, who worked at the Baptist Joint
Committee from 1969 until his death last
January.

Members of the search committee rec­
ommending Thomas were BJC chair­
person Wes Forsline, pastor of the
American Baptist-affiliated Calvary Bap­
tist Church, Minneapolis; first vice
chairperson Lloyd Elder, president of
the Sunday School Board of the South-
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ern Baptist Convention; second vice
chairperson Violet Ankrum, past presi­
dent of the Women's Auxiliary of the
Progressive National Baptist Convention
Inc.; secretary Donald E: Anderson, edi­
tor of The Standard, monthly publica­
tion of the Baptist General Conference;
and BJC executive director James M.
Dunn.

After the search panel recommended
Thomas' election, the unanimous deci­
sion came through a poll by mail and tel­
ephone of the full 43-member Baptist
Joint Committee. 

Failing, from page 5
Woman is captive. Man is alienated.

Child is hungry. "My child is starving."
Our assertion to royalty: We will feed
ourselves. Our answer to the slave mas­
ter: Let the child go free. The cry to the
senator and the president: Feed my
child. And now a new answer comes to
the plea: Perhaps we can feed you. Per­
haps we can not. Yes, we produce more
than we can consume. But, you who are
hungry, go beg among your own.

I know that those of us who work
daily with the poor and hungry are tired
and frustrated. I know that both the so­
cial worker and the client are victims of
harassment and disorganization on the
part of the highest levels of our govern­
ment. But, I encourage you not to give
up. We can still fight for the will of the
American people, and this we must do.
American democratic ideals are still wor­
thy and we should not allow them to be
undermined by selfish economic inter­
est. The judgment still hangs over us
that "as much as we do it unto the least
one of these, we do it unto the one who
has created us all." 

FAITH, from page 11
With the help of other ministers and ab­
olitionists Twelfth's Pastor Leonard A.
Grimes raised enough money to pur­
chase members of the church out of slav­
ery* Grimes was himself imprisoned for
two years because of his work with the
Underground Railroad....

Records from 1874 show that Grimes
passed away while taking church contri­
butions to the American Baptist Home
mission Society in New York City for
Christian work among ex-slaves. 

G. F.
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