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Freedom, unfathomable?

An encouraging summary to the whole of the
New Testament tells us that to live in Jesus

Christ is to know profound hope and optimism in
face of the bitter ironies and adversities of human ex­
perience. Freedom that Christ gives, therefore, ought
to be joyously celebrated, and every temptation to
sandbag that unfathomable grace by law, judgment
and guilt, greatly resisted.

Cautioning against those groups which appear to
downgrade so great a gift is a sometime necessity. On
balance, one can spend too much time examining
their political and religious ideologies. As a proponent
of the liberty Baptists cherish and historically have es­
poused, Richard Pierard in his article gives good rea­
son for concern—"the New Christian Right is a threat
to the church which should not be taken lightly." His
is not an incursion into bashing fundamentalists but
essentially a call to safeguard religious freedom
through recommitment to the separation of church
and state. We add to Pierard, Walter Harrelson's and
Max Stackhouse's insights in the Quoting column.

New general counsel of the Baptist Joint Commit­
tee "Buzz" Thomas introduces himself this month on
the VIEWS page, with a warning against sacrificing
the protection of clergy confidentiality. Few things re­
pulse decency as child abuse. Yet, resident in the way
the church deals with this one emotionally-laden is­
sue is the potential for confusing and jeopardizing
communications between pastor and parishioner.

This Washington-based office took an active part in
promoting equal access which became law in 1984. It
closely followed a case in the Pennsylvania courts,
Bender v. Williamsport, in which high school students
initiated a "club" that met for Bible study and prayer
during a period set aside by the school for extra­
curricular activities. Stan Hastey writes of the oral ar­
gument before the U.S. Supreme Court in which
"standing" came under scrutiny.

Holidays, unless involved in a church-state dis­
pute, usually are not a subject for these pages. But
James Dunn, proceeding on the Christian stewardhip
and civic responsibility, centers his REFLECTIONS
on Thanksgiving and Christmas. "The stewardship of
influence, of citizenship, of participation," he writes,
"cannot be denied." The bottom line, according to
Dunn, underscores the proportionality of giving to
receiving. And the Lord has expectations.

Baptist Resources: American and Southern Baptists
have valuable material available in the area of church­
state. Discovering our Baptist Heritage, published by the
American Baptist Historical Society, carries among
other articles, "Toward a Baptist Identity in the 21st
Century," by Edwin Gaustad (June REPORT). From
the Southern Baptist Convention's Historical Commis­
sion comes its report on the recent conference, "Bap­
tists and the History of Church-State Relationships."
The Commission's July, 1985 issue of Baptist History
and Heritage provides significant help for the special
study of Baptist heritage. Contact the appropriate de­
nominational office to secure this material. 

Victor Tupitza
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WASHINGTON
ZwO\BSERVATIONS

news/views/trends

A congressional conference committee has voted to eliminate Senate action that would have
taken tax-exempt status away from any cult or organization that promotes witchcraft or
satanism.

Senate and House conferees agreed without discussion to exclude a Senate-approved
amendment to the Treasury, Postal Service and General Appropriations Act of 1986. The
measure now goes back to both houses for final approval.

The amendment, sponsored by Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., stipulated that no tax exemption
be allowed for any "cult, organization or other group that has as a purpose, or that has any
interest in, the promoting of satanism or witchcraft." Helms' measure, which was adopted
by the Senate without objection on a voice vote, defined satanism as "the worship of Satan
or the powers of evil" and witchcraft as "the use of sorcery or the use of supernatural
powers with malicious intent."

"We allow tax-exempt status for bona fide religious organizations because we believe they
help promote the common good," Helms stated. "Cults and witchcraft groups do not; in
fact, they lead to violent and unlawful behavior."

A similar measure is still in the House Ways and Means Committee. That proposed bill,
introduced by Rep. Robert S. Walker, R-Penn., would deny tax exemptions and deductibility
for contributions to "religious organizations having a substantial interest in the promotion of
witchcraft."

An aide to Walker said the congressman is working to have the Ways and Means Committee
incorporate his bill into pending tax reform legislation. •

Non-profit mailers will face an approximate 30 percent postal rate increase Jan. 1, 1986, if
Congress approves a conference committee compromise.

Senate and House conferees agreed Oct. 30 to a U.S. postal budget that includes $820
million in federal subsidies to provide reduced mailing rates for non-profit publications,
including denominational newspapers and church newsletters.

The compromise figure falls $161 million short of what the Postal Service says it needs to
maintain the present level of subsidy. The figure, however, dramatically exceeds the $39
million proposed by the Reagan administration, which advocated terminating the subsidy
altogether except for benefits to organizations that send materials to the blind.

Conferees did agree to retain an amendment by Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, that will delay
the increase in postal rates for non-profit mailers from Oct. 1 until Jan. 1. The $820 million
compromise is 4 percent above the original Senate-approved figure, but 12 percent below
that approved by the House.

Non-profit and other subsidized mailers are now at step 14 of a 16-step plan begun in 1970
to eliminate the postal subsidy. The proposed increase, however, would likely move non­
profit mailers to step 16 beginning Jan. 1, six months before step 15 was scheduled to take
effect. •
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Richard V. Pierard

The Christian Right Threat
to Evangelical Christianity

The American evangelical church
faces today a threat just as serious
as modernism had been in the

early part of the 20th century. This chal­
lenge to our doctrinal orthodoxy and
spiritual well-being is that movement
which has made such inroads into our
ranks known as the "New Christian
Right." If we do not repulse this chal­
lenge, I fear that we will be reduced to
spiritual impotence. Without mincing
any words, let me say that we are poised
on the brink of a Kirchenkampf of monu­
mental proportions, and we must pre­
pare ourselves for the conflict.

Why do I use the term "evangelical"
instead of "Protestant" or just simply
"the church" in my title? It is because
this brings the matter closer to home—to
our own doorsteps. Although some may
want to argue about this, I insist that
Baptists are part and parcel of what in
America has come to be known as the
evangelical tradition. The evangelical
emphasis in Christianity rests on two
particular points: the divine inspiration
and authority of Scripture in matters of
faith, doctrine and morals; and the ne­
cessity for a personal experience of re­
generation through faith in Jesus Christ.

The word evangelical has been so
tainted by controversy and misuse, espe­
cially among Northern conservatives
that many Southern Baptists are repelled
by it and eschew identification with it.
The media constantly refers to the Chris­
tian Right as "evangelicals," and holds
that the Right is firmly entrenched in
Baptist circles. This means we cannot
avoid the problem simply by denying it
exists. It is imperative that we confront
the challenge right here, on this level,
not at some abstract, distant formulation
of the Christian faith.

The New Christian Right?
The concept "New Christian Right" is

Richard V. Pierard, of Indiana State Univer­
sity, delivered this paper as a Theological Fel­
lowship Lecture at Southwestern Theological
Seminary. Adapted for REPORT, it is used by
permission.

an elusive one. It goes beyond mere po­
litical conservatism, a phenomenon com­
monly seen in American evangelicalism.
There have always been evangelicals
who are fearful of political and social
change and who identify such things as
laissez-faire capitalism, white suprem­
acy, middle class values, American na­
tionalism, and/or the Republican party
with the will of God. Moreover, al­
though critics automatically associate the
Christian Right with television preach-

The concept "New Christian
Right" is an elusive one.

It goes beyond mere
political conservatism ...

ers, there are in fact many who use the
electronic media as a means of Christian
ministry and do not attach a political cor­
ollary to the Word of Life they proclaim
over the airwaves.

Politicians are inevitably tempted to
use religious terminology, seek the en­
dorsement of preachers, and publicly
demonstrate their piety when this helps
to endear them to the electorate. Thus,
rather than name certain personalities
and simply stereotype them as repre­
sentatives of the New Christian Right,
my approach will be to describe some
characteristic features of the movement's
adherents, and let you draw your own
conclusions.

First, they seek to gain large fellow­
ships and in effect develop personality
cults. Rightists are not content with the
role of humble follower of Jesus Christ
and a modest position in the kingdom of
God, but instead aspire to fame and
greatness. They build organizations,
usually with their own names attached,
publish books that sell widely, utilize
media relations people to ensure that a
proper image is conveyed to the public,
and call themselves "Doctor," although
many do not even have a basic academic
or theological education. Their "minis­
tries" often become empires with 

churches, schools, TV studies, modern­
istic buildings, and outreach divisions
which employ hundreds of people and
consume untold sums of money. They
love to be seen in the company of promi­
nent figures—wealthy businessmen,
high government officials, and above all
the President of the United States. They
ride high in the saddle and need not be
modest about their accomplishments.

Second, they see most issues in con­
spiratorial terms. Conspiracy theories
have been the stock-in-trade of extrem­
ists on both the left and right throughout
American history, and the modern-day
Right is no exception. Their predecessors
in the 1950s and 1960s saw communism
as the fountainhead of evil. Today, the
sinister force lurking behind every ill in
American society, whether it be drug
abuse, abortion , falling SAT scores, di­
vorce or lack of patriotism is "secular hu­
manism." As a slogan, this two-word
phrase has powerful impact. When de­
fined, it is made into something so
overarching and breath-taking in scope
that it utterly discomfits moderates who
try to argue contemporary problems are
complex and multifaceted in nature.

Thus, Tim LaHaye, writing in The Bat­
tle for the Mind (1980) says that 275,000
humanists control the United States and
in turn they influence another 14 million
to do their bidding. The "elite human­
ist's" ultimate objective is to merge
America and all other countries into a
one-world, socialist state, (pp. 136-37,
181-82)

In a widely distributed tract the notori­
ous textbook evaluators from Longview,
Texas, Mel and Norma Gabler, include
under the "doctrines" or "dogmas" of
the faith of secular humanism—the
"New religion for a new age"—the fol­
lowing: "evolution (man emerged by
chance from lower forms of life over mil­
lions of years), self-authority (individual
autonomy—man not accountable to any
higher power), situation ethics (no abso­
lutes by which to live), sexual
permissiveness, anti-free enterprise
(government ownership or control of the 
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economy), one world government (glo­
bal citizenship should replace national
self-determination), and death education
(no hope of existence beyond the grave
and the right to die with dignity)." [Hu­
manism in Textbooks (Secular Religion in the
Classroom), 1983]

A third feature of the Christian Right
is an excessive emphasis on "absolutes."
Their adherents seem almost constitu­
tionally incapable of recognizing the
ambiguities and paradoxes that make up
human existence, and they constantly
talk about "biblical absolutes" which all
too often simply are not there. What
usually happens is that they select a pas­
sage or series of passages which rein­
forces a position in accord with their
own political or social presuppositions
and then label it as a biblical absolute.

Their adherents seem almost
constitutionally incapable

of recognizing the
ambiguities and paradoxes

that make up
human existence ...

Flowing from this is the tendency to see
moral issues in simplistic, black and
white terms, thereby ignoring the nu­
ances that accompany every ethical
problem situation. The emphasis on ab­
solutes then is juxtaposed to "relativism"
which in turn is portrayed as a product
of secular humanism.

Certainly, there are absolute principles
that can be derived from the Bible and
serve as an antidote to the vacuous rela­
tivism which characterizes so much of
modern thought. But, one can only de­
termine them by careful work, and this
requires a real sense of humility. One
has to recognize that he or she may have
drawn the wrong conclusions and thus
have to retrace steps and revise views in
light of new insights gained from others
and in the scriptures themselves.

A fourth thing I have noticed in many
(but not all) Christian Rightists is a weak
sense of loyalty to their church or de­
nomination. According to a Time maga­
zine article, most of the 33 members of
the executive board of the American Co­
alition for Traditional Values, a New
Christian Right umbrella group formed
to drum up support for President Rea­
gan's reelection under the guise of work­

ing for "pro-moral candidates," are elec­
tronic church personalities,
organizational entrepreneurs, or people
in existing denominations who ally
themselves more with a general funda­
mentalism than with the denominations
they serve. It is clear that there are few
really loyal "churchmen" in the ranks of
the New Christian Right, possibly be­
cause this would imply that they would,
partially at least, be under the authority
of others and not able to run their own
shows as much as they like to.

Why Resist the New Christian Right?
The New Right is a menace to the spir­

itual health of the evangelical church.
For one thing, they utilize methods to
achieve their objectives that seem at
odds with the biblical way. They use
lies, distortions, and bitter invective to
cut down their moderate counterparts
and impress their supporters. Recall the
story of the television evangelist who
claimed after having met with President
Jimmy Carter that he had asked him
why he had practicing homosexuals on
his senior staff and that Mr. Carter re­
plied that he believed he should repre­
sent everyone. This was intended to
demonstrate to his followers the moral
bankruptcy of the Carter administration.
However, when the tape transcription of
the meeting was played for the public, it
revealed that no such exchange had
taken place at all.

Secondly, they regard the exercise of
power as the Christian way, whereas the
New Testament upholds the ideals of
humility, deference, and self-denial. Je­
sus taught his disciples the necessity for
servanthood, while the Christian Right
seeks to be rulers. They pursue wealth,
public acclaim, and power. By their ac­
tions they portray to the public a set of
values which is misunderstood as being
Christian, and they divert the church
from its real source of power which is to
be found in serving others as the re­
deemed people of God. They set up
standards that are political and social,
not biblical in nature, to measure one's
faith. The test for fellowship is not sim­

ply faith in Jesus Christ but the "proper"
stance on specific issues like the role of
women, abortion, nuclear armaments,
or the free enterprise system.

The last and most serious charge I
bring against the Christian Right is that
it preaches a different gospel and wor­
ships another God than those found in
the Bible. They proclaim a political gos­
pel, an American gospel. The Moral Ma­
jority's four-point program—pro-family,
pro-moral, pro-America, pro-Israel—is
hardly that good news of the Son of God
who gave his life for the sins of mankind
and was raised from the dead so that we
might have eternal life and dwell with
Him throughout all ages.

I have argued that the New Christian
Right is a threat to the church which
should not be taken lightly, but how
should we respond to the challenge?
First, we must keep in mind that adher­
ents to the Right are brothers and sisters
in Christ. We can fellowship with our
brethren of different political beliefs be­
cause of our oneness in Christ...we need
each...we all belong to one body, and
the correction we can provide each other
is part and parcel of the edification proc­
ess. We must affirm the gospel of Jesus
Christ and emphasize those things
which are central to Christian faith.

We must cling firmly to the separation
of church and state, that article of faith
which Baptists in particular hold so dear.
The casual manner in which the New
Christian Right has blurred the line of
separation should be the cause for great
concern. When President Reagan
ramrodded through Congress the estab­
lishment of formal diplomatic relations
with the Vatican, some of the Baptists
who identify with the Christian Right ac­
tually endorsed this and tried to justify
the action to their brethren.

Let us recommit ourselves to the
maintenance of church-state separation,
and above all let us organize to resist the
prophets of the Right. The battle for the
church is on. Although our weapons are
primarily those of the spirit, we must
not hesitate to use practical means when
these are needed. The challenge is ours.

Certainly there are absolute principles that can
be derived from the Bible and serve as an antidote
to the vacuous relatives which characterize
so much of modern thought.
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The First Amendment built "a wall of separation
between Church and State.”—Thomas Jefferson

VIEWS OF THE WALL
Oliver S. Thomas

A local Baptist pastor has been sub­
poenaed to appear as a witness

on behalf of the state in a child abuse
case currently pending against one of his
parishioners. The following dialogue
takes place:

District Attorney: Reverend Smith, tell
the jury what the defendant told you on
the date in question.

Rev. Smith: Your honor, I cannot an­
swer that question on the grounds that
the defendant's statements were made
to me in confidence and in the course of
my duties as a minister of the gospel.

Judge: I'm sorry, Reverend, but state
law requires you to answer the District
Attorney's question notwithstanding
your obligations to the church or to this
defendant.

Rev. Smith: I cannot answer.
Judge: Very well. I hereby find you in

contempt of court and sentence you to
sixty days in the county jail. Bailiff, re­
move the witness from the courtroom.

Sounds incredible? Not in light of re­
cent statutes passed in more than thirty
states imposing criminal liability for fail­
ing to report incidents of child abuse.
These statutes not only require ministers
to cooperate with the state by giving tes­
timony against the accused. They also
create an affirmative duty on the part of
the minister to report any known (or in
some cases even suspected) incidents of
abuse. Although a few states exempt
clergy from coverage under their report­
ing statutes, most do not. To the con­
trary, at least 20 states now have statutes
stating that the duty to report is not af­
fected by the fact that a particular com­
munication was otherwise privileged.
The remaining states have statutes suffi­
ciently broad to apply to clergy under
the normal rules of statutory construc­
tion applied by the courts.

The issue of mandatory reporting re­
ceived national attention a year ago
when a Florida minister was jailed for
refusing to disclose confidential commu­
nications received from one of his pa­
rishioners accused of child abuse. Fortu­
nately, the Florida legislature responded
by amending its statute, and the minis­
ter was released.

The seriousness of the matter was un­
derscored by the recent opinion of the
Attorney General for the State of Texas
indicating that ministers in violation of 

the Texas reporting statute would be
prosecuted. More surprising is the State­
ment of Concern passed by the Ameri­
can Baptist Churches in the USA at its
June Biennial Meeting calling for its own
pastors to file a report with the authori­
ties immediately when there is reason to
believe that a child has been sexually
abused. It is one thing for the state to in­
trude into the affairs of the church. It is
another for the church to open the door
and invite the state to come in.

Doing away with the privileged nature
of confidential communications made to
one's minister, even in the name of pro­
tecting children, is another example of
letting our emotions override our good
common sense. Such shortsightedness
creates a dangerous precedent which
will invariably come back to haunt us.
By creating one exception to the priest/
penitent privilege, we have opened the
door for innumerable future exceptions.
If we are experiencing a rash of break-
ins, why not single out burglary for
mandatory reporting? Or, with the cur­
rent AIDS scare, how about homosexual­
ity or even acts of adultery? Before long
we could start talking about which
"sins" the minister doesn't have to report
rather than those which he does.

Ultimately, the statutes providing for
mandatory reporting of child abuse by
ministers must fail on both legal and
theological grounds.

The First Amendment as applied to
the states by the Fourteenth Amend­
ment forbids any state action prohibiting
the free exercise of religion. Interference
with the free exercise of religion is al­
lowed only when the state's action is
necessary to accomplish a compelling state
interest and no less restrictive means are
available. There is little doubt that the
various states have a compelling interest
in enforcing the criminal law and pun­
ishing those who offend it. However, it
is inconceivable that the state cannot ac­
complish this objective without de­
stroying the priest/penitent privilege in
the process. The state has not found it
necessary to force ministers to assist it in
the fight against rape, murder, or other
violent crimes. Likewise, there are alter­
native means available to the state torn-
force the laws pertaining to child abuse.

Theologically, we Christians believe in
a God of mercy and grace who is able to 

forgive and forget even the most hei­
nous crime. The minister is called to be a
mediator of God's justice, not the justice
of the state.

The betrayal of a parishioner's confi­
dential communication is intolerable for
most conscientious ministers of the gos­
pel. Without the trust and confidence of
its members, it is impossible for the
church to engage in the Biblical process
of confession, repentance, and regenera­
tion. Consequently, ministers should be
encouraged to assert both their First
Amendment rights and their sacred
God-given rights to resist this wide­
spread effort to breach the wall of sepa­
ration between church and state. Those
who choose to resist should be prepared
to bear the consequences of their action.
Hopefully, the appropriate trial and/or
appellate courts will recognize the im­
portance of the priest/penitent privilege
and declare any law infringing upon that
privilege to be unconstitutional.

The clash between mandatory report­
ing of child abuse and the First Amend­
ment will adversely affect the ministries
of church pastors throughout the nation.
Even more affected will be our Catholic
brethren, who face excommunication if
they violate the confidentiality of the
confessional. Therefore, we call upon
the various state legislatures to respond
to this dilemma by excluding ministers
and other recipients of privileged com­
munications from coverage under their
respective mandatory reporting statutes.

There is an old adage among lawyers
and judges that "hard facts make bad
law." As the father of two small chil­
dren, I can think of nothing more repre­
hensible than child abuse. However, we
must not let our zeal to slay the dragon
cause us to create another dragon in its
stead. 

Page 6 REPORT from the CAPITAL • November/December 1985



------ Quoting
Vaclav Havel

Help & action Newsletter

Without free, self-respecting and au­
tonomous citizens, there can be

no free and independent nations. Without
internal peace, that is, peace among citi­
zens and between the citizens and the
state, there can be no guarantee of external
peace: a state that ignores the will and the
rights of its citizens can offer no guarantee
that it will respect the will and the rights
of other peoples, nations and states. A
state that refuses its citizens the right of
public supervision of the exercise of power
cannot be susceptible to international su­
pervision A state that denies its citizens
their basic rights becomes dangerous for
its neighbors as well: internal arbitrary rule
will be reflected in arbitrary external
relations.

All suppression of public opinion, all ab­
olition of a public competition for power
and its public exercise opens the way for
the power of the state to arm any way it
sees fit. A manipulated population can be
misused in the service of any military ad­
venture whatsoever. Unreliability in some
respects evokes justified fears of
unreliability in everything. A state that
does not hesitate to lie to its own people
will not hesitate to lie to other states. All of
that leads to the conclusion that a respect
for human rights is the fundamental con­
dition and the sole genuine guarantee of
true peace. Suppressing the natural rights
of its citizens and peoples does not secure
peace—quite the contrary, it endangers it.
A lasting peace and disarmament can only
be the work of free people. 

[Excerpted from The Anatomy of a Reti­
cence, an essay by Havel, the
Internationally-known Czech playwright
and human rights activist. The full 32-page
text may be obtained from the Charta 77
Foundation Box 50041, S-10405
Stockholm, Sweden]

Walter Harrelson
National Baptist Union-Review

and The Tennessean

How can we judge whether or not a
religious leader is faithful and

dependable?
Jewish and Christian traditions offer

some guidelines, though of course we can­
not finally know true prophets from
"phony" ones. The guidelines might help
us to consider whether to place our confi­
dence today in Jerry Falwell or in Bishop
Desmond Tutu.

The guidelines are three:
First, if a prophet or religious leader

says just what the community at large
wishes to hear, beware. That is, if the
message just fits nicely into the society 

within which the words are spoken, con­
firming political leaders and religious
leaders, too, in what they already think
and do—beware!

Second, if the prophet voices concern
for the poor, the oppressed, the victims
within a society, rather than for those with
power, status and comfort, that is a good
sign, for God has special interest in the
poor, the friendless, the needy of all
kinds.

And third, if the prophet simply lays
out dreams and visions, claiming them to
be from God, rejecting any discussion of
these disclosures, claiming absolute truth
for them just as they are presented, one
should again beware!

The Faithful Prophet is much more
likely to present a message m ways open
to public discussion, is likely to wish to
ponder that message from all sides, dis­
cuss it with others, pray about it, perhaps
even challenge the deity as to its veracity.

Using these three guidelines, what can
we say about our two contemporary
prophets, Falwell and Tutu? Of course, we
cannot know with certainty, but applying
our biblical heritage, are we not entitled to
follow Bishop Tutu? 

Max L. Stackhouse
Christian Century

There are only a few decisive ways to
confront and combat fundamental­

ism. These include:
• preserving the distinction between
church and state, and between religious
and political institutions;
• constantly clarifying the fundamentals of
faith in a critical and dialogical apologetic;.
• being sensitive to those persons or
groups whose frameworks for living are
threatened by social change or persecu­
tion. Humans require a sense of vision
and security. If profound religious leaders
do not provide these, they will be sought
in simplistic answers;
• being willing to declare that fundamen­
talism is schismatic and heretical, and be­
ing able to show why this is the case when
militants attempt to take over or subvert
serious religious understandings and
communities. Recent actions by the World
Reformed Alliance and the Lutheran
World Federation against the quasi­
fundamentalist defenders of apartheid in
South Africa are an example;
• loving one's enemies. Treating the fun­
damentalists with charity and grace, while
leading them to a larger, deeper and
broader vision of that to which they are at­
tached, attempting always to draw them
into wider ecumenical conversations. 

Observing
Religious Holidays
in Public Schools

Public schools may continue to
observe religious holidays, in­

cluding Thanksgiving and Christmas,
in light of the Supreme Court's re­
fusal to review a landmark legal test
of the traditional practice in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota.

The U.S. Supreme Court technic­
ally stopped short of affirming the
practice by declining to review the
U.S. District Court for South Dakota
and the Eighth Circuit Court of Ap­
peals, both of which ruled for the
Sioux Falls school board and its
guidelines. [Observance of the Sioux
Falls guidelines is recommended.]

Sioux Falls Policy and Rules:
It is accepted that no religious belief

or non-belief should be promoted by
the school district or its employees,
and none should be disparaged.

The Sioux Falls School District rec­
ognizes that one of its educational
goals is to advance the students'
knowledge and appreciation of the
role that our religious heritage has
played in the social, cultural and his­
torical development of civilization.

1. Holidays which have a religious
and a secular basis may be observed
in the public schools.
2. The historical and contemporary
values and the origin of religious holi­
days may be explained in an unbiased
and objective manner without sectar­
ian indoctrination.
3. Music, art, literature and drama
having religious themes or basis are
permitted ... if presented in a pru­
dent and objective manner and as a
traditional part of the cultural and re­
ligious heritage of the particular
holiday.
4. The use of religious symbols such
as a cross, menorah, crescent, Star of
David, creche, symbols of Native
American religions or other symbols
that are part of a religious holiday is
permitted as a teaching aid or re­
source. ... Among these holidays are
included Christmas, Easter, Passover,
Hanukkah, St. Valentine's Day, St.
Patrick's Day, Thanksgiving and Hal­
loween. 
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News in Brief

Corr, Baptist layman, named
Ambassador to El Salvador

WASHINGTON

Edwin Corr, an experienced government worker and a
deeply committed and active Baptist layman, has assumed

the post of United States ambassador to El Salvador, one of the
world's hottest diplomatic posts.

In an interview with Stan Hastey, bureau chief of Baptist
Press and director of information services for the Baptist Joint
Committee, Corr alluded to the potential of conflicting loyalties.

"1 do feel that I have a responsibility as an appointed official
of the United States government to be sure and respect separa­
tion of church and state and not to use my office in a way that
would be inappropriate," he told Hastey in an intercontinental
telephone conversation.

Corr added: "I feel that I have every right as an individual to
go ahead and participate in our own congregation."

Corr, who has held ambassadorial posts in Peru and Bolivia,
was regional director of the Peace Corps in Colombia, served as
executive assistant to the ambassador to Thailand and as politi­
cal counselor and deputy chief of mission in Ecuador. He held
State Department positions m Washington, DC.

Corr's specialization in the field of international narcotics traf­
fic has put him in life-threatening danger, something which he
accepts as part of the assignment. With reference to potential
acts of terrorism against him, Corr says he is not fatalistic. "I fig­

ure when the Lord wants me to depart this earth that he'll take
me."

During his recent four-year tenure as ambassador to Bolivia, a
$500,000 contract on his life was put out and an assassin was or­
dered to kill him. Embassy security reportedly sniffed out the
plot after an attempt by the drug pushers to bribe a Marine
guard to assist them. Twice, once in Lima, Peru and once in La
Paz, Bolivia, the ambassador's residence was fire-bombed.

Corr is accompanied in El Salvador by his wife, Susanne.
They are parents of three daughters, each one involved in aca­
demic studies in the U.S. 

Refusal to join church
leads to probe of center

LOUISVILLE
Southern Baptist church is
refusing to cooperate in a federal 

probe of alleged employment discrimina­
tion in its day care center.

"The government will not run our
church," the Rev. LaVerne Butler said in
response to a federal judge's ruling that
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission could resume investigation
of whether the Ninth and O Baptist
Church discriminated by allegedly firing
an employee who refused to join the
church.

The inquiry began when Janice
Teagardner was fired in April after ques­
tioning a policy requiring all full-time
day care employees to be active mem­
bers of the church.

According to the church, Mrs.
Teagardner was discharged for violating
biblical precepts by "fomenting discord
and dissension" among her co-workers.
She said, however, the church illegally
fired her because her sister complained 

to the EEOC about the church's edict.
Contending that its employment prac­

tices are protected from government
scrutiny by the U.S. Constitution, the
church asked the court to block the
EEOC probe. However, Chief U.S. Dis­
trict Judge Charles Allen ruled the gov­
ernment could resume its investigation
because the church had failed to prove
its interest in religious freedom out­
weighed the public interest in protecting
employees from job discrimination. 

National Day of Fasting
before Senate committee

WASHINGTON
A congressional joint resolution would

encourage Americans to fast one or
more meals and contribute the unspent
food money for hunger relief.

The proposed bill would designate
Nov. 24, 1985—the Sunday before
Thanksgiving—as National Day of
Fasting to Raise Funds to Combat Hun­
ger. The bipartisan measure is now be­
fore Senate and House committees.

Participants in the fast will be asked to 

forego a meal or two on the specified
Sunday and send the savings either to
the charity of their choice or to a post of­
fice box already established in Washing­
ton, D.C. 

Church leaders condemn
tax injustice toward poor

WASHINGTON
Taxing families into poverty is intoler­

able and immoral, leaders of 12 religious
denominations said in a recent
statement.

The statement, prepared by Interfaith
Action for Economic Justice, declared tax
injustice for the poor "must be a major
goal in the congressional debate over
comprehensive tax reform. As powerful
groups organize to protect their own pri­
vate interests, this goal could easily be
eclipsed. As advocates with and for the
poor, we urge Congress to enact a tax
plan that removes the increasing tax bur­
den from the working poor and from
families who are being taxed into pov­
erty." 
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N.C. Republicans solicit
church membership lists

RALEIGH
Fundamentalist ministers in North

Carolina are being asked to send lists of
church members to the state Republican
Party.

A letter containing that request was
signed "in Christ" by Robert Touchton, a
representative of Jefferson Advertising, a
Raleigh marketing company hired by the
state Republican Party to help with a
membership drive called "Operation
Open Door."

Church leaders at the state and local
level, however, appeared wary of the ac­
tion. One said such a request was "inap­
propriate," while another charged that
the letter constituted a challenge to sepa­
ration of church and state.

By obtaining church membership lists,
the letter said, the campaign wants to
"communicate the conservative message
of the Republican Party to your folks so
as to provide them an opportunity to
switch, should they decide to." In addi­
tion, it said, "If we can identify thou­
sands of conservative voters it will
greatly enhance the chances of conserva­
tive candidates all over the state." 

Promotion granted, but
Scouting affirms oath

WASHINGTON
A 15-year old Boy Scout who was

denied a promotion because of his re­
fusal to affirm belief in a supreme being
has won a fight to change the organiza­
tion's practice of questioning boys on
their religious beliefs.

Scout Paul Trout was granted a pro­
motion to Life Scout after the national
executive board of the Boy Scouts of
America removed language from its by­
laws which had prevented the West
Virginia boy from achieving the rank,
scouting's second highest.

That rank had been denied him after
he told his local review board that he re­
spected the religious beliefs of others but
did not believe in God as the Supreme
Being.

In October, the Scouts' executive
board reaffirmed the Boy Scout oath,
which requires duty to God, in the fol­
lowing resolution:

"While not intending to define what
constitutes belief in God, the Boy Scouts 

of America is proud to reaffirm the Scout
Oath and its declaration of duty to
God." 

Non-theist challenges
Senate chaplain practices

WASHINGTON
A non-theist has challenged the con­

stitutionality of practices related to the
office of the U.S. Senate chaplain in fed­
eral district court.

An attorney for Paul Kurtz argued two
separate suits before Judge Louis F.
Oberdorfer. In the first case, he chal­
lenged the use of public funds for the
annual printing of the Senate chaplain's
prayers in book form.

Attorney Ronald A. Lindsay held that
the primary effect of the publication is to
advance religion, which violates the Es­
tablishment Clause of the First
Amendment.

In the second case, Lindsay argued for
restricting the Senate chaplain from
using language on the Senate floor dis­
paraging non-theists' beliefs.

He also asked the court to grant Kurtz
the opportunity to address the Senate
and the House, pointing out that be­
cause guest chaplains are invited to open
congressional sessions, his client should
be given the same opportunity.

Senate legal counsel Michael
Davidson, opposing the request, argued
that prayer is defined as "evoking divine
guidance," while Kurtz wants to outline
his philosophical view. 

CBN aid to contras may
jeopardize mission work

NEW YORK
The Christian Broadcasting Network,

having channeled more than $7 million
in relief aid to Central America in con­
junction with other reportedly contra
groups, is the largest single private do­
nor to the contras trying to overthrow
the Nicaraguan government, said a
group of 25 Chicago-area Christian
leaders.

David Whitermore, director of the
Church Federation of Chicago, said, "I
am deeply concerned that CBN may be
jeopardizing mission work in Central
America for years to come by associating
the church with the counterrevolution­
aries."

CBN denied the charges and asserted
its aid to Central America has been "ab­
solutely non-political." The network's
brief statement said in explanation,
"CBN is helping starving and displaced
persons in 15 countries, including some
in Central America."  

Capitol reception for general counsel
A reception honoring Oliver S. (Buzz)

Thomas introduced the new Baptist Joint
Committee general counsel to the Wash­
ington community. In addition to all
U.S. senators and congressmen, mem­

bers from the area's religious commu­
nity, especially those dealing with
church-state affairs and public policy is­
sues, were invited to the event, which
was held on October 7 in the U.S. Capi­

tol Building. Sen.
Albert Gore Jr., jun­
ior senator from the
honoree's home
state of Tennessee,
presented an official
welcome to Thomas
during the recep­
tion. Pictured here,
James M. Dunn,
BJC executive direc­
tor, introduces
Thomas and his
wife, Lisa, to Mary
Baker, widow of
former BJC general
counsel John W.
Baker.
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‘Standing’ raised as High
Court Hears arguments over

Equal Access

In what may be the most important
religion-in-public-schools dispute

since the Supreme Court banned state-
prescribed prayer and Bible readings
more than two decades ago, the nation's
high tribunal heard arguments in a cele­
brated "equal access" case to determine
if high school pupils have a constitu­
tional right to use school property for re­
ligious meetings.

But while attorneys for both sides
asked the high court to decide the case
on its merits, several of the nine justices
appeared more interested in determining
whether they should have accepted the
case for review at all. That line of ques­
tioning may indicate the possibility of an
early decision to reject the dispute after
all.

The case, Bender v. Williamsport (Pa.)
Area School District, dates to 1981 and an
unsuccessful effort by a student religious
group to meet for prayer and Bible study
during a designated, twice-weekly activi­
ties period for extra-curricular activities.
Although the group, which called itself
Petros, was initially given permission to
meet, the school principal reversed him­
self after the group's first half-hour
meeting.

Led by senior student Lisa Bender,
Petros asked the school board to reverse
the principal, but when it refused.
Bender and other students took both to
court. After a trial in a federal district
court, the students won.

But one member of the Williamsport
school board, John C. Youngman Jr., ap­
pealed that decision to the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals in Philadelphia, where
a divided panel ruled 2-1 that to permit
Petros to meet would violate the Consti­
tution's ban on an establishment of
religion.

In oral arguments at the Supreme
Court Oct. 15, attorney James M. Smart
Jr., of Kansas City, Mo., maintained the
equal access dispute is fundamentally
unlike earlier cases involving teacher-
led, school-sponsored religious devo­
tional exercises. The key question, he ar­
gued, is whether the establishment
clause requires schools to "censor out"
religious groups alone.

Smart argued further that high school
students seeking equal access to school
property for religious gatherings should
receive the same free speech protection 

afforded college students on state uni­
versity campuses. Four years ago, Smart
was the lead attorney in a case pitting
students at the University of
Missouri—Kansas City against state edu­
cational officials whose written policy
denied student religious groups permis­
sion to use campus facilities for
meetings.

In deciding that dispute, Widmar v.
Vincent, the court ruled 8-1 that college­
age students possess the maturity
needed to distinguish between simple
permission to meet and state-sponsored
religion. Arguing the Williamsport high
school students should be seen in the
same light, Smart called the cases
"indistinguishable."

Supporting Smart's reasoning, the fed­
eral government's top lawyer, Charles
Fried, warned the justices their decision
in the Williamsport case may determine
the fate of last year's Equal Access Act,
in which Congress guaranteed student-
initiated religious groups the same use
of public school property enjoyed by
non-religious groups.

The federal government's interest in
the Williamsport case is "direct and sub­
stantial," Fried declared, adding if the
justices rule against the students, the
Equal Access Act will be placed "under
grave constitutional doubt."

He said the case is different from other
recent religion-in-schools disputes, in­
cluding last term's Alabama silent prayer
case, because in Williamsport the reli­
gious activity was "entirely student-
initiated," involved no state "endorse­
ment" of religion, and resulted in
"incidental but permissible" state
involvement.

Making the other side of the case was
Youngman himself, an original defend­
ant in his role as a former member of the
school board.

Refuting Fried's arguments, he read
from Williamsport school board policies
that require the presence of "faculty ad­
visers" in every student meeting con­
ducted in classrooms. Those policies de­
scribe faculty advisers as participants
in—not mere monitors of—student
groups, Youngman maintained.

Such faculty assistance with groups
such as Petros, he concluded, would
amount to school sponsorship of
religion.

Noting students at public high schools
are present under state compulsory at­
tendance laws, Youngman declared the
case should turn "on the nature of the
public school" itself.

Despite the substantive arguments
made by all sides, much of the hour-long
session was spent on the justices' keen
interest in whether the case should be
before them at all. Both Smart and
Youngman were grilled at length about
the question, with both arguing the case
should be decided on its merits, not on
jurisdictional questions.

If the justices decide to dispose of the
case on such technical grounds, a deci­
sion may be forthcoming by the end of
the year. That would likely postpone a
final ruling on the constitutionality of
equal access until a challenge to the fed­
eral law' were accepted by the high
court. Such a challenge is widely
expected.

[The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs has played a significant role both
in passage of the federal Equal Access
Act and in the Williamsport litigation.

Led by executive director James M.
Dunn and the late John Baker, the
BJCPA led the way in bringing together
a broad coalition of religious
groups—ranging from the National
Council of Churches of Christ to the Na­
tional Association of Evangelicals—to
push for congressional passage of the
Equal Access Act. Dunn and Baker,
along with research assistant Rosemary
Brevard and former BJC intern Gary
McNeil, were particularly effective in
nurturing support for the measure from
the late U.S. Representative Carl D. Per­
kins, D-Ky., who as chairman of the
House Education and Labor Committee
became the key figure in securing
passage.

Following enactment of the law, in
August 1984, BJC staff brought together
an even wider coalition of religious and
civil liberties organizations to hammer
out a set of guidelines for implementa­
tion of the Act.

In the case of Bender v. Williamsport
Area School District, the BJC htis filed
three separate amicus curiae briefs. The
first was submitted to the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals in Philadelphia when
that panel received the case on appeal
from a federal district court that had
ruled in favor of Petros, the student
group seeking equal access to the local
high school for its meetings.

After the appeals court reversed the
district panel, the BJC was among nu­
merous religious bodies asking the U.S.
Supreme Court to review the Third Cir­
cuit's ruling. Once the high court
granted certiorari, the BJC filed another
brief on the case's merits. |

Stan Hastey
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15 O
Holidays, 7 N
Human rights, 15 F, 13 Mr, 12 Je, 13 JI, 4 O, 14 O, 7

N; Afghanistan, 13 My; Albania, 13 Mr; Central
America, 4 Ap; Chile, 13 Mr; El Salvador, 10 Mr;
Great Britain, 13 Ap, Iran, 13 Ap; Mozambique,
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Continued on page 14
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Czech Baptists look back
in Jubilee observation

PRAGUE

Baptists in Czechoslovakia traced
100 years of their existence during

a seminar of Baptist principles and his­
tory which culminated in a Union-wide
two-day jubilee program during
September.

Guests invited from other European
Baptist Unions took part in the celebra­
tion week, which was underscored by
the opening of the newly-renovated
building of the First (Vinohradska Street)
Baptist Church, which houses the first
congregation founded in the nation in
1885.

The Rev. Knud Wumpelmann, general
secretary of the European Baptist Feder­
ation, in a major address urged the
Czechoslovak Baptists to "remember to
remember." His reference was to the
Czech Baptist origins which he traced to
Jindrich Novotny.

The movement began, Dr. Wumpel­
mann said, because Novotny had started
reading the Bible for himself and devel­
oped a personal relationship to God
through Jesus Christ, thus applying the
"two most important Baptist
distinctives."

Evangelism as a future project marked
the jubilee, with one speaker saying that
"evangelism is our hope, but we often
ask where to begin. It must begin in our
hearts."

The Rev. Dr. Piero Bensi of Italy was
to be elected president of the European
Baptist Federation Council at its annual
sessions here. (EBPS) 

Romanians hear Graham
on religious liberty

BUCHAREST
Evangelist Billy Graham, in his Sep­

tember visit in Romania, not only dealt
with the issue of war and peace in each
sermon and in talks with government of­
ficials but he addressed 400 church
leaders and other clergypersons at a
peace conference in Bucharest, spon­
sored by the nation's 14 officially recog­
nized denominations and faiths.

Over a quarter-million persons turned
out to see and hear Graham on an
11-day, seven-stop preaching mission in
Romania. The crowds were the largest
Graham has attracted in a special minis­
try that has taken him to six countries in 

Eastern Europe beginning in 1977.
The U.S. Baptist evangelist called for

the elimination of all weapons of mass
destruction and exhorted Christians to
pray for the upcoming summit talks in
Geneva between Soviet Party Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. President
Ronald Reagan.

"The single most important thing wp
can do for the cause of peace is to pro­
claim the gospel," Graham affirmed.
"Only Christ can bring peace in any last­
ing form—peace with God, peace within
our hearts, and peace with each other."

Although he avoided discussing con­
troversial political issues, Graham spoke
candidly of reports in the Western press
about religious repression in Romania.
At a press conference in Bucharest he
told reporters: "It must be acknowledged
that believers in Romania live in a soci­
ety that is governed by an atheistic ideol­
ogy and it is to be expected that there
are tensions from time to time. I have
pointed out that Americans have a deep
interest in the religious life of all denom­
inations in Romania and I have dis­
cussed the concerns many Americans
have about specific issues on church­
state relations in my private discussions
with ranking officials."

In addition to speaking at Romanian
Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Pente­
costal services, Graham preached in the
Baptist Churches at Arad and Oradea.
People reportedly lined the streets out­
side for several blocks away from the
church buildings, where loudspeakers
had been set up in windows and trees
along the streets in order to hear the
evangelist. The Rev. Dr. Vasile Talpos,
General Secretary of the Baptist Union of
Romania was Graham's interpreter in
the Baptist and Pentecostal services. 

Dutch prohibit material
held offensive to Jews

ZWILLE
A court here has prohibited an evan­

gelical couple from distributing two is­
sues of their magazine Evan in which
they link the Jews' refusal of Jesus Christ
with the Nazi Holocaust.
’The judge forbade Lucas and Jenny

Goeree to express themselves either
orally or in writing in "an offending
way" about members of the Jewish race
or religion. The case was brought by
seven organizations, including four syn­
agogues, the Anne Frank Foundation in
Amsterdam and the Council for Consul­

tation of Jews and Christians in the
Netherlands.

The case against the Goerees has
sparked off a discussion in the right
wing of Dutch Protestantism about their
mission to the Jews. The Rev. B. Wentsel
of The Hague, a minister of the Re­
formed Churches in the Netherlands, re­
cently told a student gathering that the
extermination of six million Jews by the
Nazis was "a punishment by God for the
sins of the Jews."

The board of Wentsel's congregation
has disassociated itself from his remarks,
saying, "We deeply regret that Rev.
Wentsel suggested that the God of Israel
would have been opposed to the Jews in
their deepest misery."

Almost the entire Jewish population of
the Netherlands was led to the gas
chambers by the Nazis. Amsterdam lost
about 85,000 of its 100,000 Jews, includ­
ing Anne Frank. 

BWA calls on Botha to
'dismantle apartheid'

WASHINGTON
In an open letter to South African

President Pieter W. Botha, the Baptist
World Alliance expressed solidarity with
Christian opponents of racial apartheid
and called for the "dismantling of
apartheid."

An association of 135 Baptist denomi­
nations around the world, BWA has con­
demned the government of South
Africa, attacking what it called "indis­
criminate arrests, imprisonment and
persecution of black South Africans
seeking their just rights under God."

The vocal stand on a major public is­
sue was unusual for the Alliance, which
primarily addresses internal church mat­
ters such as evangelization and church
growth. The Alliance has member de­
nominations in 34 countries with a com­
bined membership of 34 million. 

South Africa violence
disrupts mission work

CAPE TOWN
As violence escalates on the Cape Pen­

insula of South Africa, Southern Baptist
missionaries working with student
groups on three university campuses are-
experiencing increased disruption of
their work.

Student worker Keith Blakeley, from
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Fort Worth, Texas, reports tensions are
especially bad on the campus of the Uni­
versity of the Western Cape, a primarily
"coloured" (mixed race) school where
student boycotts, demonstrations and
resulting police action have brought his
ministry to a halt. Because of controlled
access, Blakeley is unable to enter the
campus.

Blakeley's wife, Terry, found herself
watching a clash between varsity stu­
dents and South African riot police from
her upstairs window.

"A peaceful student demonstration
had turned nasty after traffic was
blocked by masses of students met by
police in full riot gear," she said. "Tear
gas wafted over our garden as we saw
students stoning vehicles, and police
with batons and sjamboks (a whip of rhi­
noceros or hippopotamus hide) charging
those gathered.

Earlier, a Baptist Student Union prayer
meeting had narrowly escaped intrusion
by groups known on the campuses as
"disruption squads," said Terry
Blakeley, a native of Houston. The
squads break up classes and disrupt lec­
tures, sometimes using force, to assure
the success of a campus-wide boycott of
classes.

The tensions also have infected the
student body, made up of equal num­
bers of white and "coloured" students,
at the Western Province Branch of the
Baptist Theological College of Southern
Africa in Cape Town, says John Saun­
ders of Richmond, Virginia, special as­
signment worker teaching at the college.
Unrest in the country has caused strong
polarization and tension among students
and had a profound effect on their abil­
ity to continue their studies, he said. 

Trouble in Shangri-La
over freedom of religion

LONDON
A row over religious freedom in the

ancient Himalayan Kingdom of Nepal
spilled over to the letters page of the
London Times in August. More heat than
light has been generated, but Nepalese
officials are charging evangelical groups
with waging a letter-writing campaign to
get around a law prohibiting
proselytizing in that country.

Nepal, the world's only surviving
Hindu monarchy, located between India
and China in the shadow of Mount
Everest, is one-quarter the size of

Earthquake Aftermath

Mexican Baptists organized an aid committee to survey needs and see that relief
supplies and money from the churches meet the needs of Mexico City resi­
dents. Visiting one neighborhood shelter are (far left) Larry Gay, disaster
coordinator for Southern Baptist representatives in the Mexico City area, and
(far right) Roberto Torres, executive director of the National Baptist Convention
of Mexico. Don Rutledge Photo

Montana and twice as high. For centu­
ries the capital, Katmandu, has attracted
adventurous thinkers eager to get away
from it all.

Not any more, says Prescot Stevens, a
frequent visitor to Nepal who triggered
the current Times correspondence.
Doubting that the ancient kingdom had
ever been a true Shangri-la "except to in­
curable romantics," Mr. Stevens wrote
that "in one respect the present regime
is acting repressively. And that is in the
enforcement of the strange law which
makes it an offense to change one's reli­
gion. This law has operated harshly
against the small Christian community.
Some members are in prison convicted
of changing their faith from Hinduism to
Christianity."

Nepal's ambassador to London,
Ishwardi Raj Pandy, commented that
the Nepalese constitution "lucidly
states" that people may freely practice
their religion, but "no person shall be
entitled to convert another person.
Proselytization—in other words 'rice
Christianity'—may result m the exploita­
tion of ignorance and poverty by unscru­
pulous methods."

[In Washington, Christian Response
International Executive Director Rev.
Jeffrey Collins, announced that the hu­
man rights organization would take a
joint U.S. Congress/British Parliament
fact-finding group to Nepal in December
to investigate continuing reports of reli­
gious repression. According to Collins,
the bi-partisan delegation will meet with
persecuted Nepalese believers and inter­
vene on their behalf with the govern­
ment of Nepal.] 

Witnesses’ children must
‘respect and sing’ anthem

COCHIN
The Kerala state's high court denied

Jehovah Witnesses exemption from the
requirement that school children "re­
spect and sing" India's national anthem.

A Hindu judge ruled that the state
government law ordering the practice
would not be satisfied by Witnesses
merely showing "respect" while other
pupils sang.

Witnesses claimed protection of the
constitutional right to religious freedom.
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RESISTANCE, from page 16
pectedly lifted in 1984.

His is a spiritual protest—in the last
analysis he remains a minister of the
gospel. His founding of the Christian In­
stitute in 1963 called together individual
Christians "committed to serve the
Church of Jesus Christ in every possible
way."

Editors Villa-Vicencio and de Gruchy
provide biographical material, followed

13 My, 8 O
Stewardship, 15 N
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Supreme Court, 8 Ja, 6 F, 3 Mr, 6 Mr, 8 Mr, 9 My, 3

Je, 3 JI, 3 O, 6 O
Taxation, credits for tuition, 5 Ja; income, 9 Ja, 9 F, 8
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erty, 6 Je; Social Security, 4 S
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by essays written by persons
familiar—Allan Boesak, Denis E. Hurley,
and Desmond Tutu in addition to the
editors, and others like Itumeleng
Mosala and David Bosch that are strange
to most of us.

The range of the essays elucidates his­
torical, social, political and religious as­
pects of South African society that pro­
vide a background against which current
events become more intelligible. (VT)

PROBE

• Richard Pierard describes a new reli­
gious war between the New Christian
Right and traditional evangelicalism. The
New Christian Right says its efforts
against "secular humanism" ought to
count for more than the separation that
church and state have heretofore en­
joyed. How do you define "secular hu­
manism?" Who has the right to define it?
What does it mean in your area?
• To report or not to report? Oliver
Thomas (Views) steers the reader to re­
view the larger church-state context be­
fore choosing sides over clergy breaking
their parishioners' confidentiality when
a crime may be involved. Can the state
require clergy to break this
confidentiality? If so, when? Contrast
this view with a traditional Baptist who
says the church or pastor is independent 

from state regulation? What is your
state's law in this matter?
• As Stan Hastey points out, opponents
of "equal access" for religious groups in
public high schools see the constitutional
need to "censor out" such groups from
schools. How does the equal access law
pit those who cherish the first amend­
ment's no-establishment clause against
those who advocate free exercise? What
strong arguments can each side muster?
Finally, would you advise high school
students they have a constitutional right
to use school property for religious
meetings? Why or why not?
• Heaven's first principles, writes James
Dunn (Reflections), stipulate that bless­
ings which come to us are opportunities
for us to help others. Judgment comes
not in our ability to transfer guilt into ac­
tion on behalf of the poor, but in simply
managing the resources over which we
have control. What resources do you en­
joy simply because of your citizenship
status? your faith? your economic class?
To what extent can you be a better stew­
ard of those resources?

Order Form
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"For unto whomsoever much is given,
of him shall much be required ..."
[Luke 12:48]

REFLECTIONS James M. Dunn
Executive Director

H T am constantly endeavoring to reduce my needs to the1 minimum. I feel morally guilty in ordering a costly
meal for it deprives someone else of a slice of bread, some
child, perhaps a bottle of milk." One squirms hearing these
words of the violinist Fritz Kreisler. The discomfort disap­
pears quickly; we all know that one is not supposed to feel
guilty. ' .

But then, this Thanksgiving season we are often reminded
of the words of Jesus when he said, "For unto whomsoever
much is given, of him shall much be required." (Luke 12:48)

Responsibility and requirement are not popular words. In
our era one has trouble identifying with Fritz Kreisler's mo­
tivation for simple living. Awful oughtness is out these days.
Duty is dead.

Is guilt the issue, after all, when one faces simple steward­
ship? Luke 12:48 sets out the inexorable law of proportional­
ity. If we observe Thanksgiving and the holiday season with
an orgy of greed and gluttony we should feel guilty. If we
thank the Lord for our much without caring much for those
with little we are violating one of Heaven's first principles.

We give out of grateful hearts for the grace extended to us.
We all know that good things come our direction. The very
act of giving thanks suggests that at some level we are aware
of Divine blessing.

As the rain falls on the just and the unjust and all human­
kind looks heavenward, so prayers and praise are offered up.
The cycle of grace and gratitude is as real, as universal and as
dynamic as the physical cycle in which the waters come
down, sustain life on earth and then evaporate to repeat the
process. Persons greatly blessed and giving greatly are sim­
ply in harmony with the divine order.

The one who receives much will be required to give much.
That's elemental fairness, common justice. To fail to respond
to such a formula would be the essence of injustice. Such a
failure means that those with less bear an even heavier
burden.

Beyond that, Jesus' words in Luke 12:48 reveal an insight
into the eternal. Godliness, not guilt, characterizes the ac­
ceptance of moral responsibility for those less fortunate.

In this information society we are flooded with facts. Our
intellectual circuits are overloaded with what we know about
the world. We have some added responsibility simply be­
cause of that knowledge, that awareness. The availability of
education heightens our stewardship.

We know that 40,000 children die every day of hunger-
related diseases. We know now that this slaughter by apathy
and indifference is unnecessary.

We know, thanks to the pioneering work of Jim Grant and
UNICEF, that a simple, inexpensive package can save mil­
lions of innocent lives. The combination of breast feeding,
growth charts, inoculations and oral rehydration with a new
formula saves lives.

The big question is what will we do with the much we
know?

In a democracy like ours we have been given great oppor­
tunities by those who have gone before us. We can make a
difference in the lives of people by affecting public policy.
The stewardship of influence, of citizenship, of participation
in the processes of government cannot be denied.

Often, one can not see the results of one's active citizen­
ship in precise, measurable terms. Yet, sometimes, as with
the Child Survival Fund passed by the United States Con­
gress in 1984, there is a clear example of exactly what can be
done by citizens who take their democratic opportunity seri­
ously. Led (maybe pushed) by Bread for the World, Congress
set aside $25 million in the Child Survival Fund to promote
the four methods described above to reduce dramatically the
death rate among infants and children in developing coun­
tries. Reports reveal that for every $100 spent on direct,
health-related aid to poor children, one child's life is saved.

Of course, material blessings, the money and the things of
our lives, invoke an obvious stewardship. We each manage
varying amounts of stuff for a few years. Then, one of the as­
sessments most popularly and readily made by all who have
known us will be estimates of what sort of managers we
were.

The standard of living in our society is a pretty sorry stand­
ard for living. Dorothee Solle suggests that we "live more
simply, that others may simply live." With the excellent pro­
grams of our denominations there is no longer any excuse for
wondering if dollars given to help people actually reach those
in need. They do.

Gandhi liked to say that the world provides enough for
everyone's need, not enough for everyone's greed.

We can make a big difference in the lives of those in real
need. We can do that dramatic deed through our own
churches. "Unto whomsoever much is given...."

Christians claim to have received the greatest of all gifts in
the person of Jesus Christ. The good news of that Divine in­
tervention in the affairs of humankind was the subject of the
angels' song at the manger birth. The greatest gift then calls
forth the greatest giving. The truth entrusted to those who
have received Him evokes a stewardship of truth telling.
That reporting obligation is not a passive pursuit either. It is
such good news, this gospel of ours, that it calls forth our
most persuasive capacities. We are evangelistic about it. The
word evangelist means merely "one who tells the good
news."

That gift of persuasiveness is particularly relevant today. If,
indeed, it touches the lives of those who call themselves by
the name Christian, then all of us have a special commission
for sharing. We share the outline of the Christmas story: that
the "Word became flesh," that "God is with us," that "God
so loved the world that he gave his only son," but beyond
that, the essence of His message.

To a world on the edge of wars we urgently speak of
"peace to all persons of good will." To a world that is hun­
gry, not because there is not enough food but because we
lack the collective will to see hunger abolished, we passion­
ately share the message of Jesus' coming. He came "to
preach the gospel to the poor."

"And unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much
be required." 
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BJCPA opposes plan
to drop deductions

for non-itemizers

The Executive Committee of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public

Affairs, responding to an urgent appeal
from its executive director, James M.
Dunn, adopted a resolution supporting
continuation of income tax deductions
for all taxpayers who give to charities
and opposing "any tax law change that
would abolish such incentives for chari­
table giving."

As congressional debate heats up over
President Reagan's tax reform package,
the committee went on record against
the provision that would remove
deductibility for contributions made to
charities by taxpayers who do not item­
ize deductions.

In a related action, the 12-member
committee—which acts for the full
43-member BJCPA between annual
meetings—instructed its staff to develop
an "apology" for charitable tax exempr
tion to counter the notion set forth in re­
cent Supreme Court decisions that such
exemption amounts to governmental
subsidy.

Current law allows taxpayers who
itemize their deductions to deduct up to
one-half their adjusted gross income for
gifts to charitable organizations, includ­
ing churches. Taxpayers who file the so-
called "short form" and do not itemize
deductions will be permitted to deduct
50 percent of their gifts to charities for
tax year 1985 and 100 percent in 1986.
But the provision for non-itemizers ex­
pires after 1986.

Dunn cited published projections that
more than 80 percent of American tax­
payers are expected to file the short form
if President Reagan's tax reform package
becomes law.

Other actions taken by the executive
committee included authorization of a
study of BJCPA representation from its
eight constituent bodies, establishment
of a law library, and adoption of a
budget for 1985-86.

BJCPA chairman Wesley Forsline, an
American Baptist pastor from
Minneapolis, Minn., named William
Cober, an American Baptist executive
(chr.), Lloyd Elder, president of the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board,
and John Binder, executive secretary of
the North American Baptist Conference,
to study the structure of the full commit­
tee. The study panel is expected to rec­

ommend streamlining representation to
reflect more accurately the relative nu­
merical strength of and financial contri­
butions by member bodies.

Action establishing the John W. Baker
Memorial Law Library followed an­
nouncement that Mary Baker, widow of
the late BJCPA general counsel, and her
four sons have donated Baker's collec­
tion of legal volumes to the agency he
served for 15 years before his death last
January.

The agency will also use memorial
funds honoring Baker to expand the spe­
cialized, church-state collection, in addi­
tion to seeking donations in the form of
additional volumes from other Baptist at­
torneys across the nation.

The Executive Committee adopted a
$575,600 budget for the fiscal year that
began Oct. 1, 1985.

RESISTANCE AND HOPE
Charles Villa-Vicencio and John W.
de Gruchy, Editors. Wm. B. Erdmans,
Grand Rapids, 208 pp.

This volume is not intended to be in
praise of Beyer Naude, but a tell­

ing of his story, the themes and issues
that comprise his life and ministry. A
white Afrikanner, pastor of the Re­
formed Church, ecumenist, activist, he
was the son of a Boer Chaplain; father
and mother provided a strict, pious and
narrow upbringing. He even held pro­
Hitler tendencies when his country went
to war against the 3rd Reich in 1939.

Beyer had a dramatic Damascus-type
conversion experience: "This was rather
the outcome of certain entrenched
values and convictions which bored 

away at his character, and gradually by
the sheer weight of evidence convinced
him that he was wrong and needed to
change." That conversion took place at a
WCC consultation at Cottesloe in which
he rejected apartheid and its biblical ra­
tionale and broke with his Nederduitse
Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) which had
not.

Interestingly, the consulatation had
adopted a statement described as a "rela­
tively moderate negation of racism."
Beyer was the single NGK delegate to do

199S0 MAYL7J K
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so in face of the appeal to support
apartheid by Prime Minister Verwoerd,
who warned against the "liberal views of
the WCC."

Harrassment crisscrossed with
affirmation—security police, right-wing
terrorists, and libel suits, but also honor­
ary doctorates, awards and recognitions,
speaking engagements and lectures. He
was involved in every major political
event of the time—and finally a five-year
banning order in 1977 which was re­
newed in 1982 for three years but unex-

Continued on page 14
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