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Probity, a pursuit

Rays of twentieth century scientific accomplish­
ment radiate through the aura of the technological

advances in nuclear power - in ways often unexpected.
Three-Mile Island and Chernobyl remind us that human
ingenuity faces the test of impersonal force. We prepare
for one thing, in this instance to improve human life, but
error or failure of unknown origins shatters our myths of
certainty. Against such accidents there are no warrant­
ies, and the results can be fatal in the immediate and
painful suffering for the long term.

Olin Robison addresses the moral/ethical dilemma
posed by the intentional and thus more controversial re­
lease of nuclear energy as the staff of military might.
Those versed in the jargon of nuclear armament and
who regard its proliferation as a rational response to po­
litical "reality," might contemplate the unanticipated ex­
plosion outside Kiev. Moral choice may begin with sim­
ple feeling leading to the greater tension between the
logic of emotion and the logic of reason.

Robison laments the fact that we are losing our grip on
the effective control of arms development. At Three-Mile
Island and Chernobyl disasters occurred without warn­
ing. Isn't that a reasonable expectation if we waffle on di­
plomacy and trust, but continue stockpiling nuclear
missiles?

Prophets are persons out of step with the times.
Nearly 40 years ago, writes James Dunn in his REFLEC­
TIONS, Joseph M. Dawson "took seriously the idea that
'the sole function of the American state, in respect to re­
ligion, is to recognize its existence and protect its lib­
erty.'" He often took the unpopular viewpoint: as de­
fender of the persecuted and the one who exercised
optimism in the midst of despair. It was 40 years ago
that Dawson came to Washington as the first staff person
for this office, a full ten years after its work had begun as
a cooperative endeavor of Baptists. We celebrate!

The temptation to abandon the proved principle of
church-state separation strikes the mightiest: even occu­
pants of those awesome highback, black leather chairs of
the Supreme Court. A skeptic of the separation princi­
ple, Justice William Rehnquist, went public with that
fact, observes Oliver Thomas. Now, however, a footnote
by Justice John Paul Stevens to a recent opinion of the
Court, stills some fears. Stevens quoted Justice Story's
belief that the purpose of the First Amendment was to
"exclude all rivalry among Christian sects,That view,
the cornerstone of Rehnquist's revisionism (witness
Jaffree), has been rejected by the Court.

June is the month for the annual Religious Liberty
Day observance. A small coupon which offers planning
materials reaches beyond our expectations. See Letters. In
other years they have come from as far away as the Phil­
ippines. We gratefully acknowledge the support of de­
nominational papers and magazines which have gra­
ciously (read, without cost to us) carried that small ad.
Churches, our free offer still holds. 

Victor Tupitza

Page 2 REPORT from the CAPITAL • lune 1986



^.WASHINGTON
T'wBxBSERVATIONS

news/views/trends
The Internal Revenue Service has announced a new revenue procedure that will exempt certain

church-affiliated organizations—or integrated auxiliaries—from filing annual financial
information returns.
The revenue procedure establishes an additional class of organizations—affiliated with a
church, convention or association of churches and exempt from federal income tax under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code—that is not required to file Form 990,
"Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax."
Under Rev. Proc. 86-23, the IRS will use a two-pronged mechanical test to determine
whether an organization fits within the new class. An organization will be exempt from
filing unless it both offers goods or services for sale to the general public other than on an
incidental basis and receives more than 50 percent of its support from those sales and/or
government support.
The new procedure will supplement a current regulation that requires a church-affiliated
organization to pass a three-part test to be considered an integrated auxiliary and thus
exempt from filing Form 990. That test requires an organization be tax exempt under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, be affiliated with a church, convention or
association of churches, and have a principal activity that is exclusively religious.
Under the "principal activity" part of that test, the IRS did not consider an organization's
principal activity to be exclusively religious if that activity itself would have qualified the
organization for tax exemption under section 501(c)(3). That interpretation meant an
organization—such as a denominational children's home, retirement home or college—that
could qualify on its own for tax-exempt status was not considered an integrated auxiliary of
a church body.
One of the most visible battles against an IRS integrated auxiliary ruling is a Southern
Baptist case involving the Tennessee Baptist Children's Home Inc. Following an IRS decision
that the institution is not exclusively religious, Tennessee Baptist Children's Home and the
Tennessee Baptist Convention Executive Board filed suit against the IRS in federal court. A
district judge in 1984 ruled in favor the the Tennessee Baptist organizations. That decision
is now under appeal. •

The Supreme Court has announced it will review a Louisiana law requiring "balanced
treatment" in teaching "creation science" and evolution in the state's public schools.
Last year both a U.S. district court and the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals agreed the
law violates the Constitution's ban on an establishment of religion. The appellate court split
8-7 in its ruling, a vote that may have encouraged the Supreme Court to take on the case.
The law, "The Balanced Treatment for Creation-Science and Evolution-Science Act," was
enacted five years ago by the Louisiana legislature with the stated purpose of "protecting
academic freedom." It defines creation-science as "scientific evidences for creation and
inferences from those scientific evidences."
Louisiana Attorney General William J. Guste Jr. argued in a brief asking the high court to
review the law that creation-science "can be taught in public schools without religious
concepts" and therefore does not violate the establishment clause.
In addition, Guste maintained the Louisiana law differs markedly from an Arkansas creation­
science statute struck down earlier. That law, he noted, would have forbidden the teaching
of evolution in favor of teaching the account of creation contained in the book of Genesis.
Arguing against the high court's taking up the controversy, a battery of attorneys from
Louisiana and New York City stated the purpose of the law was "to promote a religious
belief," a key consideration in the lower courts' decisions to strike it down. •

REPORT from the CAPITAL • June 1986 Page 3



Olin Robison

Moral Choice
and the

Nuclear Dilemma

There is a line in The Importance of
Being Earnest where Oscar Wilde,
in his inimitable fashion, says,

"The truth is rarely pure and it's never
simple." The questions about the uses of
nuclear power, both at peace and in war,
are neither pure nor simple.

I have entitled these observations,
"Moral Man and the Nuclear Dilemma"
because it seems to me that any succinct
and intellectually honest attempt to de­
scribe what I think about the dilemma,
rather than what I feel about the di­
lemma we are in, is extremely difficult to
do. Perhaps the title is too grand for
such a simple statement, but, nonethe­
less, it is expressive of my own difficul­
ties as I try to think about these extraor­
dinary and awesome matters.

Which of us does not wish to think of
himself or herself as moral, as concerned
and responsible? Which of us does not
wish to engage the principal issues of
our day in an enlightened way and wish
to be so perceived by our colleagues and
neighbors? Which of us in moments of
reflection does not wish to be thought
realistic and idealistic? Which of us does
not hope that, if and when we are called
upon to make a hard moral or ethical
choice, we will actually be up to it? After
all, for most of us, the moral and ethical
choices we make on a day-to-day basis
are those that are relatively private. If we
cut corners and shave edges, it is at least
not a matter of public record.

I have discovered that I know what I

feel about nuclear arms, and various con­
flicts in the world are a fact. But it is
much harder for me to tell you what I
actually believe. I feel apprehensive, yet
optimistic. Fearful, yet hopeful. Knowl­
edgeable, yet appallingly ignorant.
There are only a handful of people who
advise the United States government on
how to deal with the Russians. There are
relatively few in the entire country who
go from one administration to the other
with their security clearances intact.
However, as I think about how little I
and we know about the Russians, it is
discouraging. We know so little. We feel
so much.

In discussing and thinking about the
options facing this Republic, the world
and mankind with regard to arms, there
are sadly several givens: (1) arms are a
fact of life; (2) they will not go away by
wishing it so; (3) we are armed to the
teeth; the Russians are likewise armed;
(4) the Israelis are armed; (5) the Arabs
are armed; the South Africans are
armed; the Argentinians and the Brazil­
ians and the Iraqis and the Iranians and
the Chinese and the Pakistanis and the
Indians — they're all armed and, if they
don't have them already, they all want,
and most will get, nuclear arms.

It is going to happen. However much I
want it not to happen — that alone, the
desiring — will not make it so. The
desiring may make me feel more moral,
but it will not, in fact, halt the spread.
That is part of my dilemma.

Olin Robison is President of Middlebury
(Vermont) College and has served the U.S.
government in various capacities. He is
widely respected as an advisor and commen­
tator on United States-Soviet relations. This
article is drawn from a convocation address
on moral choice and the nuclear threat. 

I am a member of the International In­
stitute for Strategic Studies in London. It
is my opinion that the Institute does the
finest analytical work publicly available
on strategic arms deployment. It is an
organization committed to studying
which nations have what armaments
committed to what strategic and tactical 

The technology of arms
development is accelerating
at a much more rapid rate
than the development
of political mechanisms to
control that technology.

purposes on which fronts all over the
world. Some time ago at a conference of
the Institute Henry Kissinger talked at
considerable length. What I distilled
from what he said was simply this: Pacif­
icism is on the rise in the world today
because ordinary people no longer can
find sensible alternative choices. I think
he is correct.

As we search for ways to better under­
stand the nuclear dilemma, we are of­
fered two options. First, there is the dis­
cussion by technicians, the people who
talk the awesome arithmetic of arma­
ments and armament delivery systems.
We hear about silos and missiles and
throwweights and trajectories and tar­
geting policies. It is a highly specialized
jargon, not unlike other academic disci­
plines, designed primarily to exclude
everyone except the inner groups. It is
appalling to listen to, but it is easy to
turn away from, in part because it is so
incomprehensible.

Second, on the other end of the spec­
trum, are those who address the issue
with the logic of emotion rather than the
logic of reason. By the logic of reason I
mean that which accepts the givens of
world politics. This includes recognition
that nuclear arms are a fact of life in the
relationships of modem nation-states.

Most people I know are a bit uncom­
fortable thinking themselves completely
in either camp. Yet, it is very difficult to
speak clearly while in between the two
camps.

In all history, for all our forebears, the
burden of financing the common de­
fense has been based on the premise
that war is preferable to defeat. The
common belief has been that the conse­
quences of defeat are worse than the
consequences of war.

Now, more and more people are say­
ing that this is no longer true. We are
now invited to bear the burden of the 
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growing costs of national defense on the
threat of suicide. That fact, along with
the lack of any other attractive options,
may explain more than anything else the
rise of pacifism in the world today.

We are, I think, generally less fearful
of an unexpected nuclear war than was
the case a few years ago. In a recent cas­
ual discussion of the Cuban missile crisis
of 1962 a member of our faculty com­
mented that most people really believed
that Armageddon had come. Another
participant in the conversation told me
that the Cuban missile crisis provoked
him to go out and buy a case of Camp­
bell's soup which, with some fresh
water, was put in his basement because
he just did not know what else to do.

The Cold War was a sustained period
when we behaved the way we did be­
cause most Americans believed the Rus­
sians were irrational, that Khrushchev
was going to wake up one morning and,
just because he did not have anything
better to do, press the button. The Rus­
sians, on the other hand, who had suf­
fered catastrophic losses in two wars
against the Germans (genuinely beyond
the comprehension of us as Americans),
thought the same thing about Ameri­
cans. We had, after all, ringed them with
bases, planes, and missiles which we
told them were simply for defensive pur­
poses; of course, the Russians never be­
lieved that.

We have made some progress. Neither
here nor in Moscow is there active fear
of imminent war. I submit to you that
this is genuine progress.

All progress to date, however, will be
lost unless arms control becomes real.
We simply must enter into the kinds of
negotiations, conversations and relation­
ships which, at some point, will make
arms control possible. It seems distant
right now. We and the Soviets have each
deployed new nuclear weapons virtually
daily for the last ten years. The Russians
have accelerated at a pace even faster
than that. We now each have in excess
of 25,000 nuclear devices deployed
against each other, the smallest of which
is said to be larger than that used on
Hiroshima.

The Soviets are the legatees of a thou­
sand years of Russian paranoia about all
foreigners. And yet, they are the posses­
sors, for the first time in all that history,
of military parity with all known political
and military enemies. They will not turn
back from that position. They will pay 

any price to match us gun for gun, mis­
sile for missile, bomb for bomb. It is a
fact of life.

We, on the other hand, are terrified of
the Russians. We may not think they are
irrational any more, but I know of no
one who trusts them. Nor do I think
they have shown themselves trustwor­
thy. And so we build. We arm. We have
the technological edge; we press it. They
need to catch up; they do. And on it
goes.

My own greatest fear is that the essen­
tial ingredients to an effective arms con­
trol mechanism are rapidly slipping from
our grasp. The technology of arms de­
velopment is accelerating at a much
more rapid rate than the development of
political mechanisms to control that tech­
nology. One is outracing the other at a
dramatic pace. For instance, all arms
control must be based on the premise
that each side has an effective means of
verifying what the other side says it has
done. The euphemism is "national
means of verification." It means flying
satellites overhead and taking pictures.
The technology of weapons delivery sys­
tems is now to the point that the next
generation of weaponry may not be veri­
fiable by either side.

Once that happens, we have lost the
ball game. The mechanism of control is
then lost.

Five years ago a Soviet friend called,
said he was in New York for a few days,
and asked if we could get together. I,
therefore, went down to the city for an
afternoon and evening together. After a
long and leisurely dinner, we talked un­
til two in the morning. My last question
of him was, "What is your greatest ap­
prehension for the eighties?" He thought
about it for awhile and he said, "My
greatest apprehension is that we will not
get to 1990 without somebody using the
bomb." But then he said, "I do not think
it will be you, and I do not think it will
be us. It will be somebody else, and then
the question will be whether both of us
can stay out of it." It was a most percep­
tive remark. We have made it more than
half-way through the decade without his
apprehension coming true. Yet, his ap­
prehension is mine, even if over a longer
number of years.

Like all of you, I want very much to be
a responsible and productive citizen in
what I consider still to be the great demo­
cratic experiment. Yet I do not wish to
be a party to an arms race which is lead­

ing the way to the literal destruction of
all we have accumulated over the centu­
ries. I find it an appalling dilemma in
trying to arrive at a conscionable posi­
tion which is, at one and the same time,
moral and one which confronts the nu­
clear dilemma for what it really is, in­
cluding the intractable political tensions
between nations and within nations. I
leave you with a confession of frustra­
tion, an awareness of the need for diffi­
cult constructive thinking, and a declara­
tion of a deep desire to find responsible
solutions. 

Another European diplomat said
that the Kremlin "doesn't seem to
understand the irony" of warning
Europe about the dangers of US nu­
clear missiles, yet expecting Euro­
pean passivity in the face of Soviet
failure to provide adequate informa­
tion about a civilian nuclear acci­
dent. (Gary Thatcher, Christian Sci­
ence Monitor)
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The First Amendment built "a wall of separation
between Church and State."—Thomas Jefferson

VIEWS OF THE WALL
Oliver S. Thomas

A year has come and gone since Jus­
tice William Rehnquist went pub­

lic with the fact that he favors abandon­
ing the principle of church-state
separation for an Old World model al­
lowing government aid, sponsorship,
and support of religion.1 While many of
the TV preachers no doubt squealed
with delight, those of us who believe
that church and state make poor bedfel­
lows feared this heresy might spread to
other members of the nation's High
Court. Our fears have been quieted
somewhat by a recent opinion of the
Court.

The solace comes in a footnote to the
concurring opinion of Justice John Paul
Stevens in Goldman v. Weinberger:

The history of intolerance in our own
country can be glimpsed by reviewing
Justice Story's observation that the
purpose of the First Amendment was
"not to countenance, much less to ad­
vance Mahometanism, or Judaism, or
infidelity, by prostrating Christianity;
but to exclude all rivalry among Chris­
tian sects," 2 J. Story, Commentaries
on the Constitution of the United
States 1877, p. 594 (1851) — a view that
the Court has, of course, explicitly re­
jected. See Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. ,
(1985).2
This seemingly insignificant footnote

takes on new meaning when one consid­
ers that the quotation from Justice Story
is the cornerstone of Rehnquist's revi­
sionist argument as set forth in his dis­
senting opinion in Jaffree.

Never mind the fact that Justice Stevens
took this jural swipe at Rehnquist's posi­
tion. What's important is that Justice
Lewis Powell and, most notably, Justice
Byron White joined in the merriment.

It is now clear that all of the Court's
crucial swing voters on church-state
cases (i.e. Powell, O'Connor, and to a
lesser extent Blackmun) have rejected
any major reinterpretation of the religion
clauses. Even Justice White, who in
Jaffree flirted with Rehnquist's view of
First Amendment history, may be un­
willing to go along with the revisionists.
What this means for church-state separa­
tion is clear. The wall may be breached
from time to time to accommodate long­
standing traditions such as legislative
chaplaincies, but it will not be torn
down, William Rehnquist and others
notwithstanding.

For the uninitiated in our midst, the
revisionists argue that the First Amend­
ment was never intended to erect a wall
of separation between church and state.
The sole purpose of the Amendment,
they maintain, was to prevent the desig­
nation of any particular church as the
national one. In short, the framers in­
tended to prohibit governmental prefer­
ence of one church over another but not
nondiscriminatory aid to all Christian
sects and churches.

Aside from the obvious anti-Semitism
implied by such an interpretation, the
revisionists ignore a major fact of history
that undermines their argument.

Multiple establishments of religion,
whereby nondiscriminatory aid could
flow to a number of different churches
and sects, were commonplace in the
thirteen colonies. Some colonies pro­
vided for the establishment of the Chris­
tian religion in general while others were
more discriminating, or should I say dis­
criminatory — supporting only Protes­
tant churches. In fact, when the First
Amendment was drafted, no single­
church establishment of religion existed
throughout the United States. Multiple
establishments were the rule. Even
James Madison's famous Memorial and
Remonstrance Against Religious Assess­
ments was written in response to a bill
providing for the support of teachers of
the Christian religion in general.

Obviously the framers were aware
that in 18th century America "an estab­
lishment of religion" included multiple
establishments, and any analysis of their
intent in drafting the First Amendment
must recognize that awareness.

When presented with an amendment
allowing the very sort of multiple estab­
lishment suggested by the revisionists,
Congress rejected it out of hand. Indeed,
the Senate thrice rejected amendments
that would have prohibited the establish­
ment of one religious sect in preference
to others while providing for aid to reli­
gion in general. Both houses ultimately
agreed upon the much broader prohibi­
tion contained in our First Amendment.

» * ♦ ♦
As an ordained minister, I am often

asked why I oppose state support of reli­
gion. My reasons are legion, but perhaps
the most important is that authentic reli­
gion, like authentic love, must be wholly
uncoerced. The voluntary nature of true
religion means that no citizen should be 

required to support through tax dollars
either one church in particular or all reli­
gious organizations in general.

Attempts by well-meaning individuals
to force religion on what they perceive to
be the great unwashed masses always
brings to mind an experience 1 had as a
young lad in East Tennessee. A revival
had come to town — the real McCoy —
complete with circus tent, sawdust in
the aisles, hard wooden benches, and a
fire-breathing preacher who had to
change coats twice during the service
just to keep from catching pneumonia.
The invitation was a thing to behold —
verse after verse with the preacher
yelling over the din, begging lost sinners
to repent of their evil deeds and give
their hearts to Jesus.

As a nine-year-old who went to Sun­
day School, I knew he was talking to
me. When he asked who would like to
go to heaven when they died, I, being
the normal little boy that I was, raised
my trembling hand. No sooner than I
did, several husky ushers descended on
me and proceeded to "guide" me to the
altar. Terrified, I began to sob uncon­
trollably. My brother, who was
witnessing this melee, began causing
such a commotion that my father, sitting
ten rows back, saw my plight and res­
cued me.

The coercive powers of the state,
though far more sophisticated, are no
less real.

In repelling Justice Rehnquist's assault
on First Amendment jurisprudence, the
Court has preserved America's greatest
contribution to the development of dem­
ocratic society. For all who believe that
church-state separation has served reli­
gious liberty well in this country, there is
cause for celebration. 

ENDNOTES
’See Rehnquist's dissenting opinion in
Wallace v. Jaffree U.S. , 105 S.Ct.
2479 (1985), the Alabama "moment of si­
lence" decision. 2 U.S  106 S.Ct.
1310, 1315 (1986) (Stevens, J.
concurring).
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—Quoting—
A. E. Dick Howard

200th anniversary celebration
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

It is clear that issues of church and
state remain as thorny today as

they were two hundred years ago. As
we mull these demanding questions,
what guidance do we have in looking
to the tradition of the Virginia Statute
for Religious Freedom? What are the
core issues? To which problems does
the tradition of the Virginia Statute
require us to be especially sensitive?

There are two key issues. One
arises when government aid is per­
ceived to be channeled in support of
religious beliefs. An example is finan­
cial aid to church-related education —
the modern analogue of the contro­
versy that gave rise to the enactment
of the Virginia Statute.

The other area of particular sensi­
tivity is government acknowledgment
of religion that is handled in such a
way as to become endorsement of re­
ligious views. Such was the case in
the Supreme Court's original prayer
case, Engle v. Vitale (1962), in which
the State of New York had composed
a prayer for use in the schools.

Drawing lines in these cases is not
easy. But there are useful signposts to
guide one's judgment. One signpost
is neutrality: in its dealings with reli­
gion, government must be neutral —
neutral in the sense that government
does not endorse or support specific
religious views but at the same time is
not hostile to citizens' religious
pursuits.

Religion in America best prospers
when government leaves religious
groups to chart their own course,
without government sponsorship or
interference. In no nation in the
world is there as much genuine reli­
gious liberty as there is in ours. 

Something You
Can Take Issue With

You can compare you own views with
those of Southern Baptists through an
Equipping Center module, Issues Facings
Southern Baptists.

Here is a forum for expressing your views
of complex concerns such as human rights,
church-state relations, and war and peace.
This six-session module offers materials for
seminar, small-group and individual study.

Available for purchase from Materials Serv­
ices Department, 127 Ninth Avenue, No.,
Nashville, TN 37234.

TWENTIETH NATIONAL RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY CONFERENCE

Our Golden Anniversary Celebration

A Conference on
Christian Citizenship

and Church-State Separation
Participating —

Sen. Mark O. Hatfield
John H. Buchanan
Daniel Vestal
Harold E. Stassen

Martin E. Marty
Dean M. Kelley
Edwin S. Gaustad

(Others invited)

REGISTRATION

Samuel E. Ericsson
Patricia Ayres
Robert L. Maddox

Meetings to be held at the First Bap­
tist Church, 16th & O Sts., NW,
Washington 

 My Registration $45.00
 My Spouse $25.00
 Student $25.00
Includes banquet and breaks

Lodging at The Governor's House
Rhode Island at 17th St., N.W.

 Single, $86.00  Double $ 90.00
 Triple, $95.00  Quad $100.00

(Per night, plus taxes)
 Payment enclosed $
 Please bill me
(Checks payable to BJCPA)

Name 
Address

Return to the

BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS
200 MARYLAND AVE., N.E., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
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News in Brief
Court to hear claim
of Seventh-day Adventist

WASHINGTON

ASeventh-day Adventist who was
denied unemployment compensa­

tion benefits after being fired for re­
fusing to work on her Sabbath will have
her day in the nation's highest court.

Paula A. Hobbie, who worked for a
Florida jeweler for more than two years
before being baptized as an Adventist,
has claimed she was denied the constitu­
tionally protected right to free exercise of
religion when the state Department of
Labor and Employment Security refused
her request for unemployment benefits.

Seventh-day Adventists give strict ob­
servance to a Sabbath that begins at sun­
down on Friday and ends at sundown
on Saturday.

But the state has countered that it "re­
fused to discriminate against other appli­
cants for benefits by providing special
treatment" to Hobbie.

After her initial request was denied,
Hobbie exhausted all administrative ap-

Courts may not inquire
into church’s recruiting

SAN FRANCISCO
A court is powerless to inquire into

the recruiting techniques used by a
church so long as force or the threat of
force is not used, a California appeals
court said.

The First District Court of Appeals
threw out a suit by three former mem­
bers of the Unification Church who ac­
cused the sect of fraud, emotional dis­
tress and false imprisonment.

The former church members charged
recruiters told them they were part of
the Creative Community Project and
denied any religious affiliation. The
former members said they only were
told of the affiliation with the Unification
Church after two weeks.

Although the three admitted they
joined the church after learning of its
identity, they said they fell under the
sway of mind-control techniques and
could no longer exercise free will.

The court said there was no evidence
the former members had been induced
to stay against their will. The presiding
justice said the Unification Church's 

peals and filed suit against the depart­
ment in state court. But that panel af­
firmed the previous denials of benefits.

In a written appeal, Hobbie's attor­
neys asked the nation's high court to re­
view the lower rulings, arguing their cli­
ent's rights of free exercise and due
process of law were denied.

They also cited a pair of earlier Su­
preme Court decisions, the spirit of
which were violated in Hobbie's case,
they claimed. In one of them, the 1963
case of Sherbert v. Verner, the court
upheld the unemployment benefits
claim of another Seventh-day Adventist
discharged by a South Carolina em­
ployer because she declined a job when
informed she would not be given time
off every week to observe her Sabbath.

In the second decision—the 1981 case
of Thomas v. Review Board—the court
ruled in favor of a member of the Jeho­
vah's Witnesses who was denied unem­
ployment benefits after quitting his job
at an armaments factory on religious
grounds.

Hobbie's case against Florida will be
argued during the Supreme Court's
1986-87 term that begins next October.  

"beguiling and very intensive recruiting
methods . . . seem objectionable to us,"
but added the Constitution prohibits a
court from inquiring into "the spiritual
nature of its hold on its members." 

Involvement in firing case
questioned by two justices

WASHINGTON
A Virginia minister has lost his effort

to have the courts review his dismissal
as pastor of a independent Baptist
congregation.

Theodore R. Little Jr., pastor of First
Baptist Church, Crestwood, had wanted
a state court to take up his case. When
that panel declined to grant him a full
trial, he unsuccessfully appealed to the
Virginia Supreme Court. Following that
rebuff, he asked the U.S. Supreme Court
to intervene. But the high court also
refused.

Little claimed throughout his appeals
process that he was denied due process
of law, a right guaranteed in the 14th
Amendment to the Constitution, when
the state circuit court in Chesapeake or­
dered him not to go on church property 

after he refused to accept a congrega­
tional vote dismissing him in late 1984.

Little had been pastor of the congrega­
tion for less than two years when a dis­
pute broke out over what a 10-1 majority
of the membership called his "disrupting
and taking over the church." When he
refused to accept the result of the vote
dismissing him, the congregation sought
an injunction barring him from contin­
uing his functions as pastor, including
Sunday preaching.

The circuit court issued a temporary
injunction ordering Little to stay away.
At the same time, the panel appointed a
commissioner who was directed to con­
duct another vote to determine if Little
should be terminated. That vote, con­
ducted in early 1985, affirmed the con­
gregation's earlier decision to oust him.
Three weeks later, the court issued a
permanent injunction against the former
pastor.

Two high court justices, Thurgood
Marshall and William J. Brennan Jr., dis­
sented from the refusal to schedule the
case for argument, stating the state
court's involvement in the case at all was
"dangerous and unwarranted." The
lower court, they wrote, "should have
limited its inquiry to the terms of (Lit­
tle's) employment contract and to
whether the Church had taken the ac­
tions requisite to terminating that
contract." 

Lawyer loses appeal based
on religious grounds

WASHINGTON
A Florida attorney convicted of crimi­

nal contempt for refusing to appear in a
federal courtroom on Jewish Passover
days to defend his client has lost his
own appeal that his refusal was pro­
tected by the Constitution's guarantee of
free exercise of religion.

The lawyer, Steven F. Jackson of Fort
Lauderdale, failed to convince the Su­
preme Court to review a federal appeals
panel s ruling last year that his contempt
citation did not violate the First
Amendment.

Jackson was cited for contempt and
fined $1,000 after he failed to appear for
four days in proceedings against nine co­
defendants in a criminal trial, one of
whom he represented. The presiding
judge, Jackson argued in his written ap­
peal to the nation's high court, had
placed an "unconscionable burden” on
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his free exercise of religion.
But a brief filed by the Justice Depart­

ment countered that the judge's refusal
to give Jackson the days off came only
after the attorney stated in a pre-trial
conference he had no schedule conflicts.
The brief noted that in all probability the
judge would have postponed the trial
had Jackson informed him then that his
religion required him not to work during
Passover.

The trial of Jackson's client proceeded
when the judge appointed a substitute
attorney. 

Congressman says nation
faces dual deficits

WASHINGTON
A Baptist minister who serves as a

U.S. congressman told a Baptist congre­
gation in the nation's capital that the
United States now faces two deficits—
one fiscal, one moral—and it must make
decisions about both.

Rep. William L. Gray, D-Penn., urged
members of Washington's First Baptist
Church to remember a society reflects its
values and priorities through the choices
it makes.

"If you want to find out what a person
stands for or a group stands for or a
church stands for or a society stands for,
look at their budget because it tells you
more about them than any sermon that
they might preach," said Gray, who
serves as senior minister of Bright Hope
Baptist church in Philadelphia. "Why?
Because where a church puts its re­
sources will tell you what they value and
how they interpret their mission as
God's people in kingdom building.

"Where a society puts its resources
will tell you more about that society than
any speech on the House floor, the Sen­
ate floor or in the White House."

Gray, who is chairman of the House
Budget Committee, said the nation must
make some tough budget decisions be­
cause it is "drowning in a sea of red ink
that is choking off our productivity, our
economic growth, our ability to provide
jobs and opportunity for the next gener­
ation, as well as the current generation."

He suggested using Jesus' concern for
"the least of these" as a measuring rod
for determining budget priorities in gov­
ernment as well as in the church.

"In that way, government becomes a
vehicle for expressing our values and ad­
dressing the deficit problem, but doing it 

in a way that meets the values of what
we proclaim in our faith," he said.

The congressman said the nation's
"moral deficit" is in its foreign policy,
which he described as emphasizing mili­
tary solutions rather than looking for the
real causes of conflict. He pointed specif­
ically to U.S. policy toward South Africa.

"We're caught in a dilemma," he said.
"We light candles for those oppressed in
Poland, but yet don't have the moral
strength to light a match for those op­
pressed in South Africa."

He said a Christian should ask what
would be the position of justice, compas­
sion and love regarding national policy.

"If you do the right thing, if you stand
for justice, if you uphold the highest,
then that becomes the foundation for
protecting your economic and strategic
interests," he concluded. 

Court rejects physician’s
defense of abortion law

WASHINGTON
The U.S. Supreme Court has thrown

out a physician's appeal to defend provi­
sions of an Illinois anti-abortion law
struck down earlier by lower federal
courts.

In a unanimous decision, the high
court rejected the appeal of Eugene F.
Diamond, a pediatrician engaged in pri­
vate practice in Illinois, on grounds he
lacked legal standing to defend the con­
stitutionality of a law designed to dis­
courage the performance of abortions in
that state.

The 1979 law, enacted by the state leg­
islature over the veto of Gov. James
Thompson, imposed criminal penalties
on doctors who failed to comply with
sweeping new requirements, including
the following notice to abortion patients:
"The State of Illinois wants you to know
that in its view the child you are carrying
is a living human being whose life
should be preserved. Illinois strongly en­
courages you not to have an abortion but
to go through to childbirth."

Other provisions of the law—all
stricken either by a federal district court
or by a federal appeals panel—required
parental consultation in cases involving
minor, unmarried women or consulta­
tion with the patient's spouse if she
were married. The law also prohibited
the saline amniocentesis method of per­
forming abortions after the first trimester 

of pregnancy and experimentation in­
volving fetal tissue.

In addition, the law imposed criminal
sanctions on physicians and other at­
tending medical personnel who failed to
exercise professional skills to preserve
the life and health of viable fetuses or of
fetuses that might be viable.

Four gynecologists and obstetricians
who provided abortion services success­
fully challenged the law, winning an ini­
tial victory in the district court and later
a more sweeping win in the appeals
court.

In those legal tests, the state of Illinois
was joined in defending the statute by
Diamond, who claimed conscientious
objection to abortion as one ground for
his intervention in the case. He also
cited his status as a pediatrician and as
parent of an unmarried, minor daughter.

Although the state did not appeal the
rulings to the Supreme Court, Diamond
did.

But the high court, citing previous de­
cisions, ruled Diamond had no standing
to bring the appeal. Writing for the
court, Justice Harry A. Blackmun ruled
that "(t)he presence of a disagreement,
however sharp and acrimonious it may
be, is insufficient by itself" to meet the
Constitution's requirements of standing.
Nor did Diamond meet another long­
standing requirement of the high court,
the demonstration "that he personally
has suffered some actual or threatened
injury" as a result of the law, Blackmun
held.

Had the state of Illinois decided to ap­
peal the lower rulings to the high court,
Blackmun elaborated, Diamond would
have enjoyed the same legal standing
granted him by the lower courts. Once
the state decided against appealing,
however, Diamond had no ability "to
ride 'piggyback' on the State's un­
doubted standing."

The court also rejected a separate Dia­
mond claim that his intervention in the
case was on behalf of unborn children.

Pop Quiz

1. Which congressman in this issue is also a Bap­
tist minister?
2. Which east European church attracts the young
on peace and justice issues?
3. What is Emilio Castro’s idea of the authentic
work of missions?
4. Why do Jewish groups tend to oppose the
Equal Access Act?
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REVIVAL OR SURVIVAL?
Religious Belief in Eastern Europe
Endures in spite of government bias

arx ^as not c*lase<^ God from
JLv A Eastern Europe." Still, T/ie

Economist, a London-based publication
given to in-depth coverage of economics,
politics and other social phenomena,
down-plays talk of a "religious revival"
in Eastern Europe and suggests that the
phrase is "grander than the turn to reli­
gion probably is."

A survey of religion's developments of
that area in the April issue of The Econo­
mist notes that East Europeans are disil­
lusioned with what the communist par­
ties have to offer and seem to be
attracted to churches as the custodians
of traditional values. Religion also helps
keep alive a sense of national identity.

Survival, if not revival of religion, is
what troubles the region's governments.
With persecution no longer fashionable
and harder to conceal than in the 1940s
and 1950s (e.g., the murder of Father
Jerzy Popieluszko) flexibility seems to be
the new stragegy. This is not to imply
acceptance of the idea that religion is
there to stay.

In Poland, the most notable example,
the Catholic Church is probably stronger
today than it has ever been. That
strength is most vividly reflected in the
priesthood. There is no shortage of
priests. Whereas in 1979, 5,850 young
men were studying for the priesthood,
in 1984 the number rose to 8,130.

Years of atheist education and secular­
ization have taken their toll in East
Germany, where only every fifth infant
bom is baptized. In this predominantly
Protestant country, the church has not
taken on the role of opposition as in
Poland, but has chosen to be the
"church within socialism." That policy
was evident in 1983, when both the state
and the church took part in the 500th an­
niversary celebration of the birth of Mar­
tin Luther.

The East German Protestant church
has attracted large numbers of young
people, mainly over the peace and jus­
tice issue. This has brought worry to the
communist party, with the result that 

harassment of believers is on the up­
swing, including discrimination in em­
ployment, education and housing.

Calls for more efficient atheistic propa­
ganda in Czechoslovakia and a crack­
down on religious activists follow on the
heels of the government's charge that an
attempt has been made to "weaken and
destabilize socialism." Here, as in
Hungary (and also in Latin America), ac­
tivists have gathered in "basic
communities."

These informal groups number about
5,000 in Czechoslovakia and as many as
100,000 in Hungary. The Economist be­
lieves the number has been exaggerated.
Yet they do appear to bring young peo­
ple into discussions about religion and to
receive the sacraments.

Small, Protestant sects — Baptists,
Pentecostalists and Adventists among
them — are a particularly worrisome
cause in predominantly Orthodox Ro­
mania. Billy Graham addressed some
150,000 people in last September's ten-
day crusade, which suggests some open­
ness on the part of the government. But
the struggle against "religious anachro­
nism" goes on unabated.

Yugoslav young people when asked to
name the person who came closest to
their ideal named Mother Teresa, the
Albanian-born nun noted for her work
in India. Lenin came in last with only a
5% ranking in the poll. Young people
were prominent among the some
300,000 who attended a 1984 Roman
Catholic eucharistic congress in Croatia;
15,000 youngsters showed in Zagreb for
a two-day "youth encounter" last Octo­
ber, confirming the growing attraction to
religion.

Albania, alone, is the officially atheist
state in Eastern Europe. The religious
are not deterred: Christians secretly bap­
tize their children, perform wedding cer­
emonies, and make their own religious
artifacts. Islam, the majority religion in
Albania before all religion was banned in
1967, has suffered badly from persecu­
tion. In Yugoslavia, an increase of ear­

nestness has taken place among Mus­
lims, who have built new mosques and
places of study.

Religious belief endures in spite of the
restrictive efforts of these Eastern Euro­
pean governments and contrary to their
expectations. 

Write a Hymn
All persons interested in religious

liberty are invited to express their
sentiments in a hymn to be intro­
duced at the 20th National Religious
Liberty Conference on October 6-8,
1986.

The occasion marks the 50th anni­
versary of Baptist cooperation in
maintaining a church-state office in
the nation's capital.

Hymns are to be on the conference
theme: Christian Citizenship and
Church-State Separation. Entries may
reflect subjects such as religious lib­
erty, soul freedom, the priesthood of
believers, or other related themes.

Compose a new hymn tune with
new lyrics or write new lyrics to a fa­
miliar tune. Don't delay. Send your
entry to Ms. Jeanette Holt at the Bap­
tist Joint Committee.

Dr. William Reynolds, Dr. Milton
Ryder, and Mr. Richard Donn will
judge the entries.
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Analysis

More than Meets the Eye

Although the Supreme Court re­
cently disposed of its most impor­

tant church-state case of the term on a
technicality, the opinions filed by the
justices and past votes yield clues as to
the ultimate legal fate of the concept
known as "equal access."

Equal access is the view that students
in public secondary schools have a le­
gally protected right to gather on school
premises for religious meetings on the
same footing with groups of pupils who
meet for other nonacademic, extracurric­
ular purposes. Put another way, if a lo­
cal school board establishes a policy
permitting the Young Republicans,
Young Democrats, and photography and
stamp clubs to use classroom space for
their meetings, it may not discriminate
against religious clubs.

This right was acknowledged by Con­
gress two years ago when it passed the
Equal Access Act of 1984 by the over­
whelming margins of 88-11 in the Senate
and 337-77 in the House of Representa­
tives. President Reagan signed the bill
into law in August 1984.

While the case before the nation's high
court this term dealt not with the federal
law, but with denial of permission to
meet to a student religious club at
Williamsport (Pa.) Area High School, the
ruling may well signal the court's even­
tual willingness to uphold the statute.

The decision itself, written by Justice
John Paul Stevens, seems on first im­
pression a disappointment to advocates
of equal access who had hoped the
Williamsport case might settle the ques­
tion once for all. Realistically, however,
the chances were never good that the
court would do so, in light of the well-
documented trait of the Burger court to
decide most issues along narrow legal
grounds.

What was surprising was who was on
which side in the 5-4 ruling. The more
activist wing of the court—consisting of
Stevens and Justices William J. Brennan
Jr. and Thurgood Marshall—was joined
by one of the tribunal's "swing" votes,
Justice Harry A. Blackmun, and Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor, a member who
usually advocates judicial restraint. Her
compatriots on that wing of the
court—Chief Justice Warren E. Burger
and Justices Byron R. White and William
H. Rehnquist—were joined in this in­
stance by Justice Lewis F. Powell Jr., the
panel's other swing vote.

The breakdown in the vote in Bender
v. Williamsport Area School District was, in
other words, precisely the inverse of 

what might have been expected, with
the narrow majority holding that a
former school board member, John C.
Youngman Jr., had no standing to pur­
sue the case on appeal after a U.S. dis­
trict court ruled for the student religious
club. Youngman, defying the other eight
members of the Williamsport school
board, took the case to the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals, where a 2-1 majority
reversed the lower decision. The stu­
dents then appealed to the Supreme
Court.

By ruling that Youngman had no legal
standing to take the case from the dis­
trict court to the appeals panel, the five-
justice majority left standing the first de­
cision favoring the students. But by
declining to rule on the merits of the
case, the decision has no effect else­
where, presumably leaving the key
question of the constitutionality of equal
access itself unsettled.

While that is true in a technical sense,
the court's written opinions in the case
leave the strong impression that in a fu­
ture dispute unencumbered by the
"standing" problem, a majority clearly
would favor equal access as such.

To begin, one may conclude unequiv­
ocally that all four justices in the Bender
minority eventually will vote to uphold
equal access. In separate dissenting
opinions—one written by Burger, the
other by Powell—the four state plainly
their conviction that the Williamsport case
should have been controlled by a 1981
ruling (Widmar v. Vincent) that religious
groups on state university campuses
must be given the same access to cam­
pus facilities enjoyed by other groups of
students.

That decision five years ago came
down on an 8-1 vote, with only White
dissenting on grounds that state officials
should be given the latitude to decide
such questions for themselves. In nu­
merous other cases, however, White has
favored a view of the religion clauses of
the First Amendment to accommodate
religion, arguing that the court generally
has applied the establishment clause too
strictly.

Were it not for one consideration, a
strong argument could be made that all
nine justices might indeed vote to up­
hold the Equal Access Act when it even­
tually reaches them. That has to do with
a distinction the court has made several
times between the impressionability of
elementary and secondary pupils in reli­
gious matters as over against that of
college students. In a future case testing

EQUAL ACCESS
STRIKES THE
BALANCE
BETWEEN FREE
EXERCISE AND
THE BAN ON
ESTABLISHMENT Stan Hastey

the Equal Access Act, as many as three
of the justices—Brennan, Marshall and
Stevens—might use that rationale in
voting to strike down the act.

What troubles many of the religious
organizations that lobbied hard for pas­
sage of the act is the idea that those par­
ticular three justices might vote against
it. Groups such as the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee on Public Affairs and the National
Council of the Churches of Christ—long­
time advocates of a strict separation of
church and state—worry that their nor­
mally staunch allies on the court might
end up voting against equal access.

They are also understandably sympa­
thetic to the ongoing objections to the
Equal Access Act by their usual church­
state partners in the American Jewish
community. All the major Jewish organi­
zations fought passage of the law out of
concern that equal access will turn out to
be unequal access to school property by
overly zealous evangelical or fundamen­
talist groups intent on converting Jewish
youngsters. The Baptist Joint Commit­
tee, for one, has pledged to side with
Jewish students so victimized in any le­
gal challenge they might mount against
such a violation of the act's provisions.

Despite the likelihood of some abuses
of the law, most religious groups in the
country continue to support equal access
strongly. Many of these, including the
Baptist Joint Committee and the Na­
tional Council, have been fierce oppo­
nents of every effort to amend the Con­
stitution to return state-sponsored
prayer and Bible reading to the nation's
public school classrooms.

They are convinced that equal access
strikes the needed balance between the
legitimate free exercise rights of second­
ary school pupils and the equally impor­
tant constitutional ban on an establish­
ment of religion. Unless that balance is
reached, they believe, the First Amend­
ment itself will be jeopardized. 
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE

Churches join plans for
anti-apartheid action

LONDON
British churches will again be lending

their weight to a mass parliamentary
lobby this summer, part of the interna­
tional campaign for effective economic
sanctions against South Africa. It will be
another demonstration of united church
action on an issue with deep political
overtones.

The lobby is to be held on June 17, fol­
lowing a day of fasting and prayer for
South Africa marked by churches all
over the world. Coordinated by the
Anti-Apartheid Movement, the lobby is
receiving the support of a wide range of
national organizations including the Brit­
ish Council of Churches, Christian Con­
cern for South Africa, labor and stu­
dents' movements and the Namibia
Support Committee.

According to organizers, the aim of
the action is to press the British govern­
ment for more effective sanctions against
South Africa as a means of halting South
Africa's aggression against its own peo­
ple and the countries of the region; end­
ing apartheid and creating a non-racial,
democratic South Africa; ending South
Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia
and securing the implementation of
U.N. Security Council resolution 435;
securing the release of all South Africa
and Namibian political prisoners and
detainees.

The group also will call for the imple­
mentation of measures already agreed
upon by the Commonwealth, the Euro­
pean Economic Community and the
United Nations, and will urge British
support for further Commonwealth
sanctions as well as positive British re-

• sponse to U.N. sanctions. 

Miskito life ‘political,’
says Nicaraguan pastor

BETHLEHEM, PA
The Miskito Indians of eastern Nica­

ragua have forced the rultng Sandinistas
to be true to the original ideals of their
revolution rather than move toward rad­
ical Marxism, according to the Rev. Nor­
man Bent, a Nicaraguan who is half
Miskito and half Creole.

Bent made his remarks at an address
before the World Ministry Convocation
of the Moravian Church.

"The suffering of our people has
helped the revolution maintain its goals
of humanism and democracy rather than
to radicalize itself," he said.

Bent is pastor of the Moravian Church
in Managua, where he ministers to Nica­
raguans, as well as Miskitos who have
come to the city. About 80 percent of the
estimated 100,000 Miskitos, most of
whom live on the east coast of Nica­
ragua, are Moravian.

Bent claims the Sandinistas have mod­
erated their rule in the face of Miskito re­
sistance to an earlier attempt at inte­
grating them into Nicaraguan society by
forcing them to move from the northeast
section of Nicaragua and resettle further
inland. The Miskitos were recently al­
lowed to return to their home areas on
the Atlantic coast, and Bent claims 75
percent had done so by December of last
year.

Bent favors a peaceful solution to the
Nicaraguan crisis and touts a proposed
autonomy plan for the eastern region as
proof that the peaceful approach works.
If adopted, the plan will allow for indig­
enous peoples in the east to have their
own regional assembly and to fill the ex­
ecutive branch of the regional gov­
ernment.

He called political involvement by reli­
gious leaders a necessity in developing
countries, calling the position that the
church should be apolitical a myth.

"All pastors in Latin America and the
developing nations must be political
since the congregations we serve move
within a political framework," he said.
"The life of our people is a very political
one." 

India, in ‘new policy,’
deports Catholic worker

NEW DELHI
A French-Canadian Capuchin mission­

ary working in the area of the sacred
Hindu city of Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh
has been ordered to leave the country.

The order against Father Jean
Vianney, a missionary in India since
1950, was the latest in a series of quick
government moves in which foreign
missionaries in different parts of the
country have been given expulsion no­
tices. Most have appealed, but no depor­
tation order is known to have been can­
celed so far. 

Vatican dialogue brings
gradual ease of tension

WASHINGTON
Cardinal Franz Koenig of Vienna, for

30 years a major figure in Catholic rela­
tions with churches behind the Iron Cur­
tain, said recently in Washington he be­
lieves the Vatican's "Ostpolitik"—a
policy of dialogue with communist
authorities—has resulted in a gradual ex­
pansion of religious toleration there.

Communist governments are "trying
to find a way out," he said in a speech at
Georgetown University. Although Chris­
tian believers are still second class citi­
zens in those nations, Marx's predictions
that the churches would gradually die
out has not happened; as a result the
governments have had to accept their
existence, he explained.

In some nations the churches are actu­
ally stronger now, the cardinal said. He
reported jokingly telling a Communist
official, "Your resistance brings new
forces into our church."

Events in Poland are affecting other
East European nations, he believes. "The
example of the Polish church, that resist­
ance is possible, is encouraging many,
many people in other countries," he
said. Information from Poland does
reach other parts of East Europe, he
added.

The religious revival among youth in
the Soviet Union has become so wide­
spread it was the subject of an article in
Pravda, the official Communist party
newspaper last September. There was an
earlier front-page story in Pravda report­
ing that a large proportion of the Soviet
population remains religious despite
decades of indoctrination, the cardinal
said.

Bishops from several Communist-bloc
nations attended the Synod in Rome last
November. "They did not speak in pub­
lic," said Cardinal Koenig, "but they did
speak in private."

"Does a system of state atheism leave
room for religious toleration?" he asked.
"Yes and no," he answered. There is an
irreconcilable difference between reli­
gious belief and atheism, he said, but in
spite of that he believes an evolutionary
movement toward increased human
rights is the ultimate solution.

For the church to attack communist
governments has a negative effect, he
believes. It is in the common interest of
both church and state to reduce conflict
at this point in history, he concluded. 
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Islamic Code feared
for severe punishment

NAIROBI
There are fears in the Sudan, Africa's

largest nation, that Sharia, the Islamic
code of law, will be kept in force despite
recent efforts to eliminate the severe
punishments.

When Gen. Jaffar Numeiry was ousted
as president of Sudan last year, there
was open opposition to the way his re­
gime had made use of the strict laws.

The president had used the Islamic
code, derived from the Koran with a ve­
neer of British common law, to keep
himself in power and to control extrem­
ist Muslim politicians.

The present interim government of
Gen. Swar el Dahab is going easy on the
laws, obviously not wanting to antago­
nize voters. Reports in Khartoum say the
general would rather not give his views
on Sharia until the elections are over.

About 75 percent of eligible voters are
likely to cast votes, but there will be no
polling in most of the southern region,
where guerrilla warfare rages against the
Muslim government. 

Recognition of Israel
imminent - Tanenbaum

WASHINGTON
A Jewish leader with close ties to the

Vatican says Pope John Paul II has de­
cided to formally recognize the State of
Israel.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, director of in­
ternational relations for the American
Jewish Committee, said he learned of
the Vatican's intentions during recent
meetings with cardinals in Europe, the
United States and South America.

Meanwhile, Rep. Edward Feighan
(D.-Ohio), a Catholic, has taken the ex­
traordinary step of introducing into Con­
gress a resolution calling on the Vatican
to establish full diplomatic relations with
Israel.

"The question is not whether it will
happen," said Rabbi Tanenbaum, who
has been on a whirlwind private diplo­
matic tour to persuade the Vatican to al­
ter its stance toward Israel. "The ques­
tion is when and how it will happen."

The issue of Vatican recognition of Is­
rael came into the open recently with

Pope John Paul's historic visit on April
13 to Rome's main synagogue. Jewish
leaders praised the visit, the first ever re­
corded by a pope to a Jewish house of
worship, but also asserted that recogni­
tion of the Jewish state must go hand in
hand with acceptance of the Jewish
religion.

Currently, there is what Catholic and
Jewish leaders regard as "de facto" Vati­
can recognition of Israel, whose diplo­
matic mission to Italy has full access to
Vatican offices. Formal recognition of Is­
rael would, apart from the heavy sym­
bolic impact, involve an exchange of am­
bassadors between the Vatican and the
Jewish state. 

Regulations for subsidies
Would impose racial quota

JOHANNESBURG
A church-state confrontation is loom­

ing in South Africa over what appears to
be government efforts to limit the num­
ber of black pupils attending church
schools.

The government recently announced
proposed regulations for government
subsidies to these schools which amount
to imposing a racial quota on them. In
essence, the new rule would reduce the
subsidy per child as the ratio of black
pupils increases.

The apparent aim of the proposed reg­
ulation is to hold the number of black
students to about 10 percent of the total.
Some observers say the government
fears the long-term political conse­
quences of this experience in multi­
racialism in the schools.

Should the proposals become law, it
would seriously affect schools in which
the number of black pupils has increased
rapidly over the years as institutions
have boldly defied the government pol­
icy of apartheid in education.

For a school to gain a 45 percent sub­
sidy, it must be 90 percent white. If it is
only 80 percent white, the subsidy is re­
duced to 15 percent under the draft pro­
vision. 

------- NEWS-SCAN--------

I 1 he inner cities are the testingJL ground of where the character
of Britain will be determined." Donald
Black, editorializing in the Baptist
Times, cited that statement and a report
of the commission of the Archbishop of
Canterbury in which a key inner-city is­
sue is that of racism. Writes Black, "Rac­
ism is other than prejudice. It is preju­
dice enshrined in the structures." Black
was disturbed because many Baptist
churches will fail to see the problems of
urban deprived areas as their problem . .
. . "HELP & action newsletter" reports
that video is stealing the show in Eastern
Europe, the revolution arriving belatedly
but with enormous vigor. The reason,
naturally, is because it breaks the state's
information monopoly, with censorship
increasingly more difficult to enforce.
While cassettes are easy to come by,
HELP, the Human Rights organization
says "it is the video recorder which is
most difficult to acquire. Owners thus
charge exorbitant prices to those who
want to borrow them. The electronic
black market which thrives in the Soviet
Union has forced authorities to step up
production of video equipment. It has
raised also the question of the video cas­
sette as a possible instrument for
Samizdat (clandestine dissemination) . .
. . According to Le Monde "The situation
of Soviet Jews has markedly worsened
since the arrival of President Gor­
bachev." The French newspaper re­
ported a slight rise in the number of exit
vises granted, but persecution of every
sort has grown. Underground teachers
of Hebrew joined the "refuseniks," one
out of one-hundred of whom are al­
lowed to emigrate, as the main targets of
repression .... Finally, some good
news. "Prisoner Bulletin," publication of
Georgi Vins, reported the release of
Dmitri Minyakov, 64, who was freed in
January following five years imprison­
ment in a Soviet labor camp. Minyakov,
an "unregistered" Baptist, has thus
served three terms because of his faithful
activity. Vins, the expatriate who once
headed that group of dissident Baptists,
had himself been a victim of Soviet reli­
gious prejudice and repression. He mon­
itors the activity of Baptists in the Soviet
Union from his headquarters in Elkhart,
Indiana. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  

Reader response extends dialogue and
thereby helps to focus and clarify the
issues. Letters must carry both signature
and address of the writer and should not
exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit for length.

If m a convict. But religious liberty is very
important to Christian convicts, too.

There is one Christian church here, the Body
of Christ. I hope you will send the materials
as per the coupon. God bless you.

(Name Withheld)
Florence, AZ

Abundant thanks for the eager sharing of self
and staff with our students. Your clear convic­
tions on church and state helped shape their
thinking in ways that are thrilling for me.
Staff's input was also helpful. I look forward
to working with you again.

Daniel Hickey
William Jewell College

A thank you for the packet of REPORTS. I
passed them on to a graduate student who is
getting cranked up to write a dissertation on
Baptist reformer women in the New South.
She reminds me that Baptists — or at least
some of them — always have had an acute
sense of public responsibility.

Grant Wacker
Chapel Hill, NC

peace, identity, humility, forgiving,
keeping a spiritual account.

The authors chosen are representative
of several seminaries. Some are pastors,
others denominational workers, a pas­
toral counselor and a prison evangelist.
Not all are identified by denominational
affiliation, but half are Baptists.

Editor Ella Mitchell is Director of Con­
tinuing Education and Associate Profes­
sor of Christian Education at the School
of Theology, Virginia Union University.
Her introduction to women in the minis­
try is an excellent review of the research
on women in the Bible drawn with the
powerful impact of examples from the
Black experience.

Several of the sermons are intended to
move people to social action and several
are examples of preaching for inner heal­
ing. To minister to foster children,
stepchildren, and children of divorced
persons, Peggy Scott reviews Bible per­
sons who were not raised by their natu­
ral parents. Beverly Shamana's "Letting
Go" helps the reader with the hard work
of forgiving the past and looking for­
ward to something new with God.

Many of the sermons have a special
relevance for those ministering in the
Black community, and with few excep­
tions, they should prove to be helpful to
a wide audience.  (GF)

WOMEN, from page 16 ■ FREE! '
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Packet >
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on Public Affairs
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May Quiz Answers
1. Canadian psychologists are concerned
about increased cult activity. 2. Hans
Ivarsson is going to jail rather than take
a military training course. 3. The appel­
late court allowed an ambassador from
the U.S. to the Vatican. 4. The "big lie"
is that the framers of the Constitution in­
tended to avoid merely an establishment
of a national church and preferential
treatment of one Christian sect over an­
other. 5. The Seattle church harbors
Central American refugees.

• Olin Robison confesses his frustra­
tion with nuclear arms — they are a fact
of life, a nuclear war is still possible, and
that his strong feelings about the issue
are not matched with strong knowledge
about what to do about it. What progress
do you see in resolving the nuclear arms
crisis? What role do you think the
meltdown at Chernobyl will play in its
resolution? Have someone who lived
through the Cuban missile crisis to come
and speak to your group.

• Oliver Thomas (VIEWS) reminds us
that today's revisionism regarding the
First Amendment is not historically accu­
rate. What positive advancements has
the First Amendment effected in the
U.S.? Put the other way, has the First
Amendment ever hindered the cause of
religious freedom or its expression? For­

mulate an answer to counter the revi­
sionists. Then, discuss how the revision­
ists' plans might make faith coerced and
involuntary.

• Did James Dunn's (REFLECTIONS)
remembrance of J. M. Dawson's contri­
butions to soul liberty cause you any
uncomfortableness? Is Dr. Dunn correct
that there are dwindling numbers of
"Dawsonians" amongst us? How do you
account that fewer persons are involved
in the struggle for religious freedom? Is
it harder to be for religious liberty today
than in J. M. Dawson's time? Why? Ex­
plore the root causes for anti-Dawson
sentiments today?

• In "Revival or Survival," disillusion­
ment with the communist governments
on the part of the religious faithful has
caused an upswing in church and reli­
gious activities. Make a case that state-
persecuted religion, while never to be
wished for, does seem to infuse the in­
digenous church with vitality and fresh­
ness. Where are the reservoirs of hope
that you see for the faithful in these
countries?

Order Form
REPORT FROM THE CAPITAL
------Single subscription $6.00 per year

----- Single subscription, I years $11.00

------Club rate (10 or more) $5.00 each
May be sent to separate addresses)

------ Student rate $2.50 per year

------Student rate, 2 years $4.00
(Must be accompanied by payment)

----- Foreign, please add $2.00 postage
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"Joseph M. Dawson . . .
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
is in many ways his lengthened shadow."

REFLECTIONS

There is today, as there was in the days of Roman im­
perialism which Jesus knew, a strong tendency to rely

upon coercion; yet the Christian answer is undoubtedly in
the realm of persuasion. It would be an unspeakable bless­
ing to the whole world at this time if Christians had as
much faith in persuasion as they do in coercion. Unfortu­
nately, militarism is in the saddle. Even here in democratic
America we are rattling the sword; our government is
committed to coercion, as shown by the number of milita­
rists in high office in the administration.

J.M. Dawson's courageous words above were written
nearly 40 years ago. Courage is the Dawson commodity
most missing in the Baptist marketplace today. One can
easily see Joe Dawson as a man of courage. Yet he in­
sisted that since he could exercise his soul freedom in
matters of conscience, he must.

Refreshing straightforwardness marked the first direc­
tor of the Baptist Joint Committee. He said, "The man
who aims to tell approximate truth is a liar; he who lives
only in the neighborhood of honesty is a crook; he who
thinks he will be only a little courageous is a coward."
That credo kept Dawson "splashing in hot water," as he
put it, most of his ministry.

It is timely to remember J.M. Dawson. September,
1986, marks the 40th anniversary of his coming to Wash­
ington as the first staff person for the ten-year-old Com­
mittee on Public Relations, which had existed since May
16, 1936.

Sticking his neck out was not new for Dawson. In
World War I he defended a distinguished Dean of Baylor
University who had objected to hate-mongering against
the Germans. In Atlanta, Georgia in 1919 he had warned
Southern Baptists in their annual convention that apathy
toward Negroes was leaving them "condemned of
mankind and of God," ... an early date and an appro­
priate site for a race relations sermon.

Then in 1927 he chose Memphis, Tennessee, a city sur­
rounded by tenant farmers as far as the eye could see, to
expose the evils of the sharecropper system. In the early
days of World War II, J.M. Dawson spoke out against
war atrocities on both sides in the conflict with the Japa­
nese and as a lonely voice pled for fair treatment of
Japanese-Americans. Anyone with less than his 25 years
as pastor of the same Baptist church might well have
been chased off.

Joseph Martin Dawson's boldness was not mere stub­
bornness but a belief with deep theological roots. He saw
in all persons great potential and infinite worth, beings
who must be free to come into a voluntary relationship
with God. That passion for freedom made him love to
quote the words of his friend, George W. Truett, "The
right of private judgment is the crown jewel of human­
ity, and for any person or institution to come between
the soul and God is a blasphemous impertinence, a defa­
mation of the crown rights of the Son of God."

He viewed with suspicion all the forces that make for
sameness. He resisted all pressured regimentation and
fought creeping conformity in many areas of life.
Dawson took seriously the idea that "the sole function of
the American state, in respect to religion, is to recognize
its existence and protect its liberty."
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James M. Dunn
Executive Director

Dawson held that for religon to be vital it must be free.
Religious liberty was for him "the right and security of
every person and group of freedom of conscience, belief
and practice, together with free association and
unrestricted propagation of faith." His heroes were
Roger Williams, John Leland and Isaac Backus. The ne­
cessity of maintaining freedom required that the nation
never be officially designated religious or called "Chris­
tian." Rather, he saw all of history as the story of "man's
struggle for freedom—freedom from inhibitions within
his own being, from limitations imposed by nature about
him, from the tyranny of rulers and masters, from the
oppressions of race over race."

Genuine separation of church and state, then, was for
Dawson the best policy: best for the church and best for
the state. Nothing less could offer structured assurance
for religious freedom. Dawson had a profound respect
for the power of the state and an abiding confidence in
the sinfulness of the human beings that manage both
church and state. Without separation freedom is certain
to be destroyed, conscience denied, liberty limited. He
argued eloquently from history for the necessity of neu­
trality on the part of government when it comes to mat­
ters of faith. He understood human failures and tenden­
cies and sought the sort of distance between the state,
rightly possessing the power of coercion, and religion,
properly relying upon persuasion. Dawson had seen reli­
gious fanatics in his day, as we have in ours, and de­
fined them as "those who do all God would do if God
had all the facts."

Because Dawson was in an emerging denomination of
frontier churches seeking a theology, developing a pol­
ity, choosing leaders, assuming an educational stance
and building institutions, he had a disproportionate ef­
fect upon its ideas. Because he lived so long and so well
and wrote so much (writing for publication every year
for 80 years) he made an impression. Because he worked
in his most mature years here at the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee in the field of religious liberty in which there was
much agreement among Baptists, he succeeded in
bringing an even greater consensus of thought and in
mobilizing Baptist opinion.

He made a mark in the struggle for the inclusion of re­
ligious freedom in the United Nations Declaration of Hu­
man Rights. He, more than anyone else, brought into
being Protestants and Other Americans United for the
Separation of Church and State (still working effectively
as Americans United). The Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs is in many ways his lengthened shadow.

Maybe more important than those measurable monu­
ments, J.M. Dawson was belief in religious freedom in­
carnate. He modeled the doctrine. He demonstrated that
clinging to the tenets of Roger Williams could yet be
done. He held to liberty not toleration, a free country not
a Judeo-Christian nation, persuasion not coercion in mat­
ters of conscience.

Dr. Dawson, Sir, you need to know, and I suspect you
do, that there is a dwindling but determined band of
Dawsonians hanging on to your particular articulation of
the religious liberty message. 
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REVIEWS
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
HERMENEUTICS
By Roger Lundin, Anthony C. Thiselton
and Clarence Walhout. Grand Rapids,
Ml: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1985. 129 pp.,
Soft cover, $8.95.

Proposing that contemporary discus­
sions of hermeneutics have become

either overly polemical or disappoint­
ingly unproductive because of the ex­
haustion of our traditional interpretive
models, three literary and biblical schol­
ars define a new hermeneutical model
based on a philosophy of action. In The
Responsibility of Hermeneutics, Roger
Lundin, Anthony C. Thiselton and Clar­
ence Walhout focus on actions which es­
tablish the contexts within which inter­
pretations of a text are made. At stake is
not only the "truth" of one's interpreta­
tion, but also the effects interpretation
and interpretive strategies have on the
ways in which human beings shape their 

goals and their actions. A desire for true
knowledge is tied to a desire for right
action.

The book begins by describing how
our thinking about texts is influenced by
epistemological theories which derive
from Cartesian and Baconian thought.
Pushing beyond language as the locus of
meaning, literature and life are pre­
sented as mutually illuminating,
whereby an action model of hermeneu­
tics is proposed to show how language
and texts function in the context of all
human actions.

Anthony Thiselton illustrates the ac­
tion model through the use of biblical
parables which require some interpretive
act or process on the part of the hearer if
the parables are to achieve their effect.
Nathan's parable of the little ewe lamb,
and Jesus' parable of the good Samaritan
are analyzed. On a practical level, apart
from theological or literary theory, ques­
tions about the function of narrative, the
temporal dimensions of texts and their
actions, and the role and status of the 

reader are all equally relevant to biblical
and literary hermeneutics.

The conclusion is that a text may per­
form multiple functions. While the
hermeneutical model of action fosters
many constructive qualities and criteria,
it never negates the primary need to ex­
amine a text in its linguistic and histori­
cal particularity.

The collaboration of research by
Lundin, associate professor of English at
Wheaton College, Thiselton, senior lec­
turer in Biblical Studies at the University
of Sheffield, England, and Walhout, pro­
fessor of English at Calvin College,
arising from diverse academic disciplines
and experiences at different institutions
is exciting. The flow of writing style is
smooth and succinct. The subject matter
is scholarly and technical. The notes are
complete, and a three-page index is ade­
quate. For a limited audience of biblical
and literary scholars and philosophers,
the book makes a useful contribution to
Christian thought and action. 

Gary L. Reif

SENT FREE
By Emilio Castro. Grand Rapids, Ml:
Wm. B. Eerdmans. 102 pp., Soft cover,
$5.95

Emilio Castro, the author of Sent
Free, a valuable tract on the mission

of the Church, came up from Monte­
video, Uruguay in the 1950's to teach us
the reality of our own poverty of social
conscience in not seeing, let alone identi­
fying with, the poor and their plight in
our own wealthy, affluent United States.
Now as General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches, he is emphasizing
the old themes—evangelism, the Great
Commission, missions, but in a new and
fresh way. The message of Christian
faith and mission is nothing less than
the kingdom of God here and now.

Castro pleads with us not to be con­
tent with old methods and old ideas of
mission and evangelism in the modem
context. Evangelism is something far
more than mere recruitment into a nice,
middle-class club. Such a view is a
trivialization and a betrayal of the
Gospel.

The Great Commission calls us to en­
list and be participants in the struggles
to make the kindgom of God a reality in
society, particularly the societies of
South and Latin America, Africa, etc. He 

builds upon the works of Gustavo
Gutierrez, the theological giant who has
been so prominent in Liberation Theol­
ogy: "In Jesus Christ we encounter God.
In the human word we read God's
word. In the historical events, we recog­
nize the fulfillment of the promise.

"This is the hermeneutical fundamen­
tal circle: from human being to God and
from God to human being. From history
to faith and from faith to history, from
fraternal love of the Father, and from the
love of the Father to the love: of the
brothers and sisters, from the human
justice to the holiness of God to the hu­
man justice, from the poor to God and
from God to the poor."....All attempts to
separate love of God and neighbor give

RE VIEWERS
Gary Reif is Senior Minister of The Federated
Church of West Lafayette, IN. Gayl Fowler is
the associate in Denominational Services of
the Baptist Joint Committee. Carroll Arnold,
who appears on these pages with frequency,
is a retired minister but an active writer out in
Tucson, AZ.
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place to attitudes that make the gospel
poorer. It is easy to oppose a praxis of
heaven to a praxis of earth and vice
versa. It is easy, but it is not faithful to a
gospel of God-made-man.

For Castro the authentic work of mis­
sion is to have solidarity with the poor
and dispossessed, and through them
move into solidarity with all human be­
ings. 

Carroll Arnold

THOSE PREACHING WOMEN:
Sermons by Black Women Preachers.Ella
Pearson Mitchell, Ed. Valley Forge, Pa:
Judson Press, 1985, 126 pp. Soft cover,
$7.95

From the first page of the rousing
forward by Prathia Wynn you will

know you have met a preacher! This col­
lection of biblically based sermons by
Black women preachers covers such
themes as economic justice, world

Continued on page 14
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