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EWSLETTER OF THE BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE

Clif Mouser, director of Baptist
student ministries at Lamar Univer­
sity in Beaumont, Texas, is serving as
scholar-in-residence at the Baptist
Joint Committee. He will work with
the religious liberty agency during
the month of May. Formerly, he was
a Baptist Student Union director in
Houston and in California. He is a
graduate of Baylor University in
Waco, Texas, and Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill
Valley, Calif.

The Dalai Lama, the spiritual
leader of Tibetan Buddhism and
head of Tibet's government in exile,
has asked delegates from his country
to study church-state separation
while visiting the United States. He
asked them to examine the American
system with a view toward a future
autonomous Tibet governed without
his leadership. He said he plans to
step to the political sidelines if his
country, annexed by China more
than 40 years ago, gains self-determi­
nation.

Sen. David Pryor, D-Ark., has
asked the Internal Revenue Service
to suspend all audits of United
Methodist clergy until the U.S. Tax
Court rules regarding the employ­
ment status of clergy members. In
1994, the court ruled that Michael
Weber, an ordained United Meth­
odist minister in Stonewall, N.C.,
was an employee of the church. He is
appealing because he says he is a
self-employed "contractor." The case
arose when the IRS disallowed
Weber $722 in deductions as a self-
employed contractor. "We wanted to
make sure that while this case was
being decided ... the IRS wasn't pick­
ing out individual ministers and
making their lives miserable," said
Steve Glaze, Pryor's tax counsel. At
least 30 other clergy have received
similar back-taxes notices from the
IRS. A

Religious conservatives
stereotyped, Reed says

Politically active religious conserv­
atives have been mischaracter­
ized, the head of Pat Robertson's

used his television program to sound a
contradictory message.

Rabbi A. James Rudin, interreligious
Christian Coalition told a Jewish organ­
ization May 5.

Coalition Executive Director Ralph
Reed said religious conservatives "have
been caricatured and stereotyped as a
danger to tolerance, a threat to the sep­
aration of church and state and that
they desire
to break
down the
values of a
pluralistic
society."

The coali­
tion's aim,
Reed told the
American
Jewish Com­
mittee, is "a
mainstream
agenda of limited government, of lower
taxes, of safe neighborhoods, of schools
that work and of traditional values."

To achieve those goals, Reed said the
organization seeks "to legislate not our
theology. We seek to legislate our pub­
lic policy views."

In formal responses at the AJC event,
Baptist and Jewish leaders welcomed
Reed's affirmation of pluralism and
church-state separation, but questioned
his group's record in these areas.

"Frankly, I'm underwhelmed by a
lot of the talk of religious liberty and
mainstreaming and good words for
pluralism with an organization that has
the track record of the Christian
Coalition," said James M. Dunn, Baptist
Joint Committee executive director.

Dunn noted that while Reed has
rejected the idea that the United States
is a Christian nation and affirmed
church-state separation, Robertson has

affairs director of the AJC, said he is
"deeply troubled" by much of the coali­
tion's rhetoric and many of its goals. "Is
this an attempt to impose one group's
religous beliefs on the rest of us who do
not share those beliefs?" he asked.

While the Dallas Cowboys may
claim to be
"America's
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Religion."'
Reed appealed to the largely Jewish

audience to "form a genuine friendship
... based on our mutual opposition to
religious bigotry and intolerance."

He acknowledged that evangelicals
would never know the suffering experi­
enced by Jews during the Holocaust but
lamented that politically active evan­
gelicals have been greeted by "hostility
and intolerance."

Dunn said those who openly oppose
the policies advocated by the coalition
are not "Christian bashers, as they have
been labeled."

It is appropriate that the public poli­
cies advocated by the Christian Coali­
tion be debated in the public arena,
Dunn said.

"But it's inappropriate that we start
that debate with the misguided as­
sumption that those policies warrant
the label 'Christian,"' he said. A
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NEWS & COMMENT

Religious leaders urge
confirmation of Foster

"Sound bites rather than sound
information" have influenced some
within the religious community to
oppose surgeon-general nominee
Henry Foster, his pastor said May 2.

Sherman Tribble, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Capitol Hill in
Nashville, Tenn., said Foster has been
an active, supportive member of the
church since 1973. Tribble traveled to
Capitol Hill to support Foster during
his May 2-3 testimony before a Senate
committee.

The 61-year-old Foster said he had
come before the committee to set the
record straight on his 38-year career as
a physician, educator and researcher.

"First of all, I am a doctor who deliv­
ers babies," Foster said. "My life's work
has been devoted to bringing healthy
lives into this world and trying to
assure that every child bom is a wanted
child whose needs can be met by its
parents."

Tribble told reporters outside the
hearing room that it is unfortunate that
some religious leaders have chosen to
"castigate rather than support" Foster's
nomination, because they have not
examined his record.

Some religious leaders have op­
posed Foster because of his abortion
position. Foster, an obstetrician/gyne-
cologist, was the physician of record for
39 abortions during a career spanning
nearly four decades. About three-
fourths of those abortions were per­
formed by residents whom Foster was
instructing. During that time, he also
delivered more than 10,000 babies.

Tribble moderated a May 3 press
conference with religious leaders who
support Foster. The group represented
various faith perspectives from Foster's
Nashville home and Washington.

Tribble said he has been asked over
the past three months to characterize
Foster: "He is a person of Christian
faith and commitment."

"Henry Foster is a man of deep reli­
gious conviction who utilizes that com­
mitment to God by serving the least,
the lost and the last. Dr. Foster has a
special talent for developing our
nation's youth as demonstrated in that
award-winning program, 'I Have A
Future.'

Sherman Tribble: Dr. Henry Foster
teaches the least that they can be the
greatest.

"He teaches the least that they can be
the greatest; he teaches the last that
they can become first; and he teaches
the lost that they can become found."

Susan Andrews, pastor of the
Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church in
Bethesda, Md., counted among his
"impressive" qualifications advocacy
on behalf of the poor.

"I believe that he embodies the val­
ues of justice, mercy, compassion and
love, which are central to the Judeo-
Christian tradition," she said. "Values
which are also foundational to the soul
of this nation."

She continued, "In the past few
weeks we have seen with tragic results
what fear and prejudice and narrow
vision can bring forth in this nation.
The objections to Dr. Foster's nomina­
tion are based on opinions and judg­
ments which obscure the moral, intel­
lectual and practical skills of this man.

"It appears that Dr. Foster is being
used by some as a symbol of an issue
that has little to do with finding a per­
son of integrity and wisdom to be our
next surgeon general."

Rabbi Lynne Landsberg, associate
director of the Religious Action Center
of Reform Judaism, told reporters that
the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations has endorsed Foster — only
the second time in 25 years the group 

has endorsed a nominee.
"Our ethical and moral tradition is

over 5,000 years old; 5,000 years of
decency, integrity, truth, compassion
and social justice," she said. "These are
our traditional values, and we are
appalled and offended by the lies, half­
truths, misstatements and mudslinging
far right religious groups and conserva­
tive senators have engaged in to com­
bat the Foster nomination.

"As a religious leader, I ask those
religious figures who have been
denouncing Dr. Foster and their allies
in the Senate, 'Are your actions truly
religious or are they hypocritical? Is it
religious integrity or political deceit
that compels you to reduce Dr. Foster's
life work ... to one inflammatory label:
abortionist?"'

She said the religious leaders stand
here today to communicate that defeat­
ing Foster's nomination "would be an
act, not of religious or moral conviction,
but of political malpractice." A

Church of Scotland's
autonomy upheld

The Court of Session, the Scottish
equivalent of the Supreme Court, has
ruled that secular courts may not inter­
fere with the Church of Scotland's
internal affairs.

The case leading to the ruling was
brought by the Rev. Thomas Logan, a
minister in Clydebank, Scotland. Logan
is awaiting an ecclesiastical trial for
defying a church ruling that his busi­
ness activities were incompatible with
his ministry.

Logan had obtained an interim inter­
dict, similar to a temporary injunction,
barring the church from proceeding
against him.

The issue before the Court of Session
was whether the secular courts could
interfere in the internal workings of the
church.

In the ruling, the high court invoked
a 1921 law known as the Church of
Scotland Act in which the Scottish
Parliament "recognized that, within the
sphere of the church's spiritual govern­
ment and jurisdiction, the civil authori­
ty has been denied any right of interfer­
ence."

The ruling allows the Church of
Scotland to go forward with Logan's
ecclesiastical trial. A
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Q: Are problems with the proposed
amendment on school prayer resolved
by the latest "religious equality" pro­
posal?

A: No. The amendment's innocu­
ous sounding language about
equality and non-discrimination is
a thin disguise for the intention to
undermine the time-honored prin­
ciple of the separation of church
and state. Governmental neutrality
means that religion should some­
times be treated differently from
secular pursuits. State-supported
religious expression cannot stand
on an equal footing with non-reli-
gious expression and some govern­
mental benefits granted to others
cannot be extended to religion. The
neutrality ensured by treating reli­
gion differently leaves every
American free to make voluntary
choices about religion and allows a
rich diversity of religious expres­
sion to flourish. If it ain't broke,
don't fix it. (JBW)
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REFLECTIONS

Confronting noisy pluralism

In the past
half-century,
American

society has
become noisily
and notoriously
pluralistic. This
makes Roger
Williams more
relevant. He had
strong opinions
about what gov­
ernment should
do about reli­
gious pluralism:
Leave it alone.

Turks, Jews, infidels, papists: Leave
them alone.

The traditional threats to pluralism
are clear. One is triumphalism. For
some of us to share our faith lovingly
and to depend upon the Holy Spirit to
convict of sin and righteousness is not
enough. We have to draw the net.
Many conservative Christians today
have a better understanding of evange­
lism as witness, but militant, manipu­
lative outreach programs are alive.

Less offensive than the We-are-
Number-1 attitude, but still troubling,
is the promotion of toleration as the
mother's milk of pluralism. Both
Christians and Jews fall into this trap.
Toleration is certainly better than intol­
erance.

Yet, Roger Williams had something
when he saw toleration as a weasel
word. It implies a superior and an
inferior party, the tolerator and the tol­
erated. It is a human concession.
Freedom is the gift of God.

Theologism, the religious parallel to
scientism, is a misplaced faith in
propositions, sincerely held theological
beliefs rationally marketed as public
policy pillars. Carl F.H. Henry rightly
reminds us that there is no direct route
from the Bible to the ballot box.

In a way, the phenomenon of which
I speak is nothing more than a sort of
sophisticated, soft-shelled triumphal­
ism. Theologizing about politics may
be different in degree but not different
in kind from more overt theocracy. In
fact, timid theocrats may be more dan­
gerous to voluntaryism. They are not 

James M. Dunn
Executive Director

as easy to spot.
Still another approach to pluralism

in the political context is the adoption
of a lowest-common-denominator sort
of civil religion. The religion of the
national political conventions sweeps
over us like a warm bath. It neuters
religion and prostitutes politics. Many
see God as the national mascot.

The oft-cited example of civil reli­
gion at its worst is the appeal by
President Eisenhower: "Our form of
government has no sense unless it is
founded in a deeply felt religious faith
and I don't care what it is."

The danger of ethical relativism is
frequently linked to pluralism. The
word pluralism is used pejoratively by
many evangelicals, often as a code
word for the absence of absolutes.

The anthropologist Clifford Geertz
says it well in a different context:

"Understanding what people think
doesn't mean you have to think the
same thing. You don't just say whatev­
er you do is fine,... . I hold democratic
values, but I have to recognize that a
lot of other people don't hold them."

The task is to find a way to keep
one's values and identity while living
with other values — values you can
neither destroy nor approve.

Pluralism is not without burdens.
Geertz, a Princeton professor, says that
thanks to the deprovincialization of
the world, we're going to be in each
others' faces more.

So, perils there will be plenty in
pluralism. What shall we do?

Christians facing pluralism need to
remember that the church is a divine­
human institution. That does not settle
for a lower view of our corporate
expression of faith. The truth be told it
is in tune with our highest aspiration
— to be like Jesus. Philippians 2:7-8
reminds us that he "emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born
in human likeness. ... humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of
death." How can one argue with that
sort of self-giving?

When confronting pluralism we are
all called to accept people, understand
their beliefs, work together for the
common good as we understand it. A
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GUEST VIEW

As a Southern-
bred, Repub­
lican Christian,

I am by no means a
card-carrying member
of the American Civil
Liberties Union. While
I have more than once
applauded its efforts to

champion the underdog, I've also
watched the ACLU nit-pick an issue to
some ridiculous extremes.

Consider the latest hoopla: Judge
Roy Moore of Etowah County, Ala., is
being sued by the ACLU for his refusal
to remove the Ten Commandments
from his courtroom wall. He also con­
ducts prayers during court sessions
despite requests not to do so. The oft-
repeated but misguided arguments are
offered by Judge Moore: The same bib­
lical commandments hang in the U.S.
Supreme Court; this is another effort to
banish God from our society.

Our new governor, Fob James (who
knows better and for whom I voted),
has now launched a legal defense fund
for the judge, vowing to fight "pigmy­

headed, pea-brained so-called jurists"
who have sent God packing.

Has the old George Wallace been
reincarnated? During his era of combat
against the federal government, Wal­
lace delivered similar speeches. Such
grandstanding indeed "fired up" Ala­
bamians. But it also crippled economic
expansion by out-of-state investors for
30 years.

At the risk of being declared a
heretic, here goes: Judge Moore has no
business promoting religion in his
official capacity. For that matter, nei­
ther does an Islamic judge, the Supreme
Court, nor a judge practicing New Age
religion. This time, the ACLU is right.

Restricting government's promotion
of religion actually protects religion
and is not the same as government
being hostile to religion, which is con­
stitutionally forbidden.

Let's be honest. Conservative Christ­
ians are understandably frustrated by
an increasingly godless society out of
control. But could our insistence that
America be forced to encounter God at
school, courtrooms or ball games be 

masking some embarrassment — that
nowadays we can't get kids to even
come into our own churches for prayer?

Perhaps Judge Moore, himself a
Baptist, would be enlightened by read­
ing the words of the revered Southern
Baptist pastor and theologian E.Y.
Mullins: "Baptists very generally and
consistently oppose the public reading
of the Bible in the schools, because they
respect the consciences of all others."
Such views were echoed by Roger
Williams, George Truett and other
Baptist giants of yesteryear.

Back to Alabama, a new day and dif­
ferent thinking in 1995. Get ready for a
cacophony of complaints from well-
meaning individuals: "While our
national problems of violence, drugs
and family breakdown are rampant, the
ACLU 'prayer police' are at it again."

If so, thank God for the "prayer
police!" Authentic Christianity will be
better served in the long ran. A

Mark Douglas Ray of Decatur, Ala., is a
licensed counselor and president of the
Alabama Baptist Historical Society.
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