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[ Newsmakers]

James M. Dunn, executive direc­
tor of the Baptist Joint Committee,
will receive the T.B. Maston Chris­
tian Ethics Award at a Nov. 30 cere­
mony in Dallas. The banquet will
feature "A Conversation on T.B.
Maston with Bill Moyers." Dunn is
the fifth recipient of the award, pre­
sented biennially by the T.B. Maston
Foundation, which exists to support
the study and application of Christ­
ian ethics and to honor the memory
of Maston. Maston taught Christian
ethics for more than 50 years at
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. Dunn
was a doctoral student under
Maston at Southwestern.

Cecil Sherman, the first coordina­
tor of the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship, will retire next June from
the post he has held since 1992. He is
a member of the Baptist Joint
Committee board. Carolyn Wea­
therford Crumpler, the Fellowship's
past moderator and retired executive
director of the SBC Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, is chairing a search
committee for his successor.

George Carey, the archbishop of
Canterbury, recently urged Muslim
nations to treat their Christian
minorities in the manner in which
Muslims are demanding to be treat­
ed in non-Muslim nations. The spiri­
tual head of the worldwide Anglican
(Episcopal) Communion stressed the
need for reciprocity in relationships
between Muslims and Christians.

Joan Brown Campbell, general
secretary of the National Council of
Churches, has objected to proposed
legislation to restrict lobbying and
other advocacy activities by groups
receiving federal grants. Congress is
moving to "limit, or even to silence,
voices that disagree with the narrow
agenda of the religious and political
right," she said in a Sept. 25 memo to
NCC leaders. A

BJC board hears Riley,
elects new officers

U.S. Education Secretary Richard
W. Riley said Oct. 2 that his
department has received an

overwhelmingly favorable response to
the set of guidelines on religion in the
public schools that it mailed in mid­
August to the
nation's 15,000
school superin­
tendents.

Riley gave
the ■ update at
the 1995 meet­
ing of the Bap­
tist Joint Com­
mittee board,
held Oct 2-3 at
Riverside
Baptist Church
in Washington,
D.C.

The board
also elected a
new slate of
officers, adopt­
ed an $830,000 budget for 1996, unani­
mously approved a statement opposing
a "religious equality" amendment to
the U.S. Constitution and began plan­
ning for the agency's 60th anniversary
celebration next year.

Riley told the group that the guide­
lines were designed to help local school
officials caught in a divisive debate to
move from polarization toward com­
mon ground. He lauded the agency and
its board for being "pathfinders" in that
endeavor.

He pointed to the BJC's role in help­
ing to draft and distribute "A Joint
Statement of Current Law," a publica­
tion that outlines what religious expres­
sion is permissible in public schools. He
said that the administration drew heav­
ily from that document in providing
guidance to school districts.

He said that his office has received
far more positive than negative
responses to the guidelines.

A recent decision in the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals also encour­
aged the education secretary. Riley said

that the deci­
sion in Cen­
iceros v. Board of
Trustees of San
Diego School Dis­
trict was consis­
tent with princi­
ples in the
guidelines.
Specifically, the
court held that
student reli­
gious groups
could meet dur­
ing lunchtime
or other non-in-
structional peri­
ods.

Many people
have been surprised at how much reli­
gious expression is permitted in public
schools, Riley said, adding that the
guidelines have helped to "counteract
the misperception that schools must be
religion-free zones."

Dwight Jessup, vice president for
academic affairs/dean at Taylor
University, Upland, Ind., was elected
chair of the BJC. He succeeds Sarah
Frances Anders, professor emeritus and
former chair of the department of soci­
ology and social work at Louisiana
College, Pineville, La.

Lola H. Langley, professor of inter­
disciplinary studies at Audrey Cohen
College in New York, was elected first
vice chair, and Phil D. Strickland, direc­
tor of the Christian Life Commission of

See BJC, Page 2

NEW BJC OFFICERS: (from left) Benjamin
C. Leslie, secretary; Lola H. Langley, first
vice chair; Dwight Jessup, chair; and Phil
D. Strickland, second vice chair.
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the Baptist General Convention of
Texas, was elected second vice chair.
Elected as secretary was Benjamin C.
Leslie, associate professor of systematic
theology and Christian ethics at North
American Baptist Seminary in Sioux
Falls, S.D.

The 1996 budget approved by the
BJC board represents a 3.2 percent
increase over the 1995 budget of
$804,100. It projects income from
Alliance of Baptists, American Baptist
Churches in the U.S.A., Baptist General
Conference, Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship, National Baptist Convention
of America, National Baptist Conven­
tion U.S.A. Inc., National Missionary
Baptist Convention, North American
Baptist Conference, Progressive Na­
tional Baptist Convention, the Religious
Liberty Council, the Seventh Day
Baptist General Conference, as well as
Baptist state conventions, churches and
individuals.

BJC Administrator Karen McGuire
told the board that receipts through the
first nine months of 1995 totaled 73 per­
cent of the year's budgeted income.

In its statement opposing a religious
equality amendment, the BJC board
said the nation's spiritual rootlessness
must be addressed by "a rededication
of families and churches to prayer, reli­
gious education and evangelism," not
by "school sponsored religious exercis­
es and government endorsed religious
expression in public places."

The latter solutions, the statement
said, are "inherently coercive and
would relegate religious minorities to
the status of outsiders and second-class
citizens if they did not participate in
worshiping the god of the majority."

The statement called unnecessary an
amendment to restore school prayer
and other religious expression.

"Students' right to pray, wear reli­
gious jewelry or shirts, make religious
remarks in the course of ordinary class
discussion and other student initiated
expressions is already protected."

In addition, the statement continued,
"Citizens also are permitted to speak of
their religious convictions in town hall
meetings, public rallies and even over
the Internet."

The statement called on government
to "accommodate religion without
advancing it; protect religion without

BJC Executive Director James M.
Dunn reads a letter commending the
administration's guidelines on reli­
gion in public schools to Secretary of
Education Richard W. Riley.

privileging it; lift burdens on religious
liberty without extending religious
benefits."

In other actions, the BJC board:
• Scheduled its next annual meeting

and 60th anniversary celebration Oct. 6-
9,1996.

• Heard a report on charitable gift
planning by Terry L. Simmons, vice
president and general counsel of the
Baptist Foundation of Texas;

• Named J. Brent Walker, general
counsel and associate executive direc­
tor, to serve as acting director during a
five-month sabbatical planned by
Executive Director James M. Dunn.
Dunn's study leave will run from
October through February.

Lutherans back public
school crosses in Bavaria

Arguing that the message of
Christianity should not be struck from
public life, the presiding bishop of the
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Germany has voiced support for con­
tinued display of crucifixes in public
school classrooms in the German state
of Bavaria.

Germany's federal court recently
struck down a state law that mandated
the display of crucifixes in Bavaria's
40,000 classrooms, ruling that it forced
children to learn "under the cross." The
Bavarian government responded by
drafting a new law that would allow
the state to keep classroom crosses
mandatory. Bavaria is the only German
state to have such a requirement. A

Common-ground approach
helps schools, Thomas says

The United States is facing a rising
tide of "tribalism" as groups advance
their own narrow visions for shaping
society, according to a church-state spe­
cialist.

Oliver S. Thomas, former general
counsel of the Baptist Joint Committee
and current special counsel for the
National Council of Churches of Christ,
was the keynote speaker at an Oct. 6
banquet honoring a Dallas newspaper
for its efforts to enhance reporting of
religion.

Associated Baptist Press gave its
annual Religious Freedom Award to
The Dallas Morning News for expanding
its religion coverage. The award was
established in 1993 to recognize out­
standing contributions to religious lib­
erty and journalistic freedom.

In his address, Thomas said that the
"culture wars are most acute in the
public schools." Thomas, recently elect­
ed to the Maryville, Tenn., school board,
recommended a common-ground
approach. This approach represents a
third major shift in thinking about reli­
gion in public schools, he said.

Early on, the trend was to use the
public schools to make Protestant
Christians out of everyone, leading to
the rise of parochial schools, he said.
After the 1960s Supreme Court rulings
banning organized Bible reading and
prayer, schools often became "religion-
free zones" where administrators over­
reacted to fear of violating the separa­
tion of church and state.

"We sort of went from one extreme
to the other in public schools," Thomas
said. "Finally, after three decades of
fighting over this issue, we're trying a
new way."

Thomas also lauded the administra­
tion for the recent directive clarifying
what types of religious expression are
permissible in public schools and
Clinton's endorsement of ideas in
"Finding Common Ground," a project
headed by the Freedom Forum First
Amendment Center in Nashville, Tenn.

The Clinton administration has done
more for the cause of religious liberty
than any administration in this century,
Thomas added, noting Clinton's sup­
port for the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act. A
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At last count there were more
than two dozen varieties of

Baptists in America. One of my
seminary professors compared
Baptists to jalapeno peppers; one or
two make for a tasty dish, but a
whole bunch of them together in
one place brings tears to your eyes.
What accounts for the great differ­
ences among all of us is what we
call "the priesthood of the believ­
er." Baptists believe that each and
every one of us is free to read and
interpret the Bible for ourselves. ...
My branch of Baptists believes in a
free church in a free state, and my
spiritual forbears didn't take kindly
to living under a bunch of theocrats
who embraced religious liberty for
themselves and no one else.
"Forced worship stinks in God's
nostrils," said the dissenter Roger
Williams. A

—Bill Moyers
Excerpts from Sept. 11 address

to the American Jewish Committee's
governing board in New York
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An affront to conscience

The U.S.
Supreme
Court in

1962 rejected
an official New
York Regents
prayer as
unconstitution­
al. Ever since,
there has been
a flurry of
political activi­
ty, with those
who normally 

resist governmental intrusion into
areas of personal liberty crying out for
a constitutional amendment authoriz­
ing classroom prayer.

As far back as my memory will
reach, prayer has been a principal part
of my daily life — in times of crisis
and confusion, in times of war and
peace, in times of despair and victory.
The worrisome part of the public
prayer initiatives is the polarization
and the politicization of something
very personal, private and spiritual.

Advocates for classroom prayer
simplistically seem to perceive prayer
as a kind of moral prophylaxis; how­
ever, state-sponsored prayer isn't the
same as brushing teeth or the routine
memorization of multiplication tables.
Official prayers stifle personal liberty
and dissent while trivializing authentic
and meaningful faith.

The prayer advocates as a vocal
minority complain about the "godless
public schools." My public school
teachers brought spiritual qualities to
the classroom along with a commit­
ment to academic excellence and
integrity. The obligation of our teach­
ers, after all, is not to indoctrinate but
to nurture and teach. In the sense that
our public schools are "godless"
because they do not promote prayer,
are not our police and fire departments
also "godless"?

The school prayer debate needs to
be seen from a wider, more critical
perspective.

Jefferson warned that as a nation
we could not be both ignorant and
free. Public education, with all of its
inadequacies, remains the principal 

bulwark against ignorance, inequality
and discrimination. The public class­
room will always be the focal point of
democratic understanding and equal
opportunity.

The courts have interpreted the
First Amendment to mean the public
schools cannot be religious or anti-reli­
gious; rather, they must be non-reli-
gious. Now that's a reasonable conclu­
sion given our religious pluralism.

Our founders in writing the First
Amendment provided by law that
freedom of conscience would have
pre-eminence above all else. There was
no room in the New World with its
enlightened democracy for the church­
state of the Old World with its perni­
cious orthodoxy. Nor was there room
for those of different persuasions to be
excluded or controlled by the majority.

The place of religion in a democrat­
ic society is to openly and without
privilege compete for the heads and
the hearts of humankind. Zealotry that
disdains human values and rejects the
rule of law is an enemy of justice and
authentic religion. Unless religion is a
valid and just moral force, it will, in
the long run, be no force at all.

As observed by the Supreme Court,
we indeed are a "religious people."
Our religious character as a people,
however, is as diverse as our pluralis­
tic personalities and affiliations.
Religion and prayer are part of the pri­
vate arena that the state must not
enter, disrupt or control.

Any attempt to circumvent the Con­
stitution, far from promoting morality
and religion, will only demean authen­
tic spirituality. School prayer is an
affront not to any particular church
but to the conscience and religious lib­
erty of the individual citizen. Therein
lies the mischief.

The First Amendment protects the
right of every person to pray. Regi­
mentation on matters of conscience is
simply and completely wrong. A

Norman E. Joslin is an American Baptist
layman and a justice of the New York
Supreme Court. James Dunn's "Reflec­
tions" column will resume when he returns
from sabbatical leave early next year.
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Greetings from one of the finest
ministries of Baptists in Amer­
ica!

Right out of seminary we were
called to National Baptist Memorial
Church in Washington, D.C., the only
church in the United States actually
built by Baptists from every part of the
country and dedicated specifically to
the principle of religious liberty.
Regularly that congregation planned
emphases that dealt directly with the
implications that came from that mar­
velous principle and its corollary of
separation of church and state. Also,
because Dr. Emanuel Carlson, then
executive director of the Baptist Joint
Committee, and part of his staff were
leaders in that church, we( came to
appreciate greatly their work and spir­
it.

Therefore, at the outset of our min­
istry we saw what we have called over
the years "Baptists at their best." Since
1959 we have discovered folks like that.
all along the way in different parts of
the country. Thus, we regularly began .
orientation sessions for new members 

with the phrase, "Baptists at their best
stress the following ...."

And now having established that
background, we are so thankful to be
coming toward the end of our active
ministry and find ourselves again close­
ly associated with the Baptist Joint
Committee as "scholars in residence."
These are indeed "Baptists at their
best!"

We feel strongly that the emphasis
on the principle of religious liberty has
been one of our greatest contributions
to this part of the world and continues
to give vitality to faith all across the
globe. Surely it can serve now, as never
before, as a unifying, empowering force
to draw people of faith together; we are
all indeed called to the ministry of rec­
onciliation.

As a group in the Old World and the
New that has experienced intimidation
and even persecution, surely Baptists
have learned the urgency of not only
being free to follow our own individual
conscience but of affirming the freedom
of others to believe as they feel led.

A person who is not completely free 

to disbelieve is not likely ultimately to
discover a vital faith. An overbearing
religionist like an over-zealous sales­
man may have superficial success, but
the reputation of the product usually
suffers greatly. An officially contrived,
prescribed prayer is not likely to inspire
a genuine sense of communion with
God.

How thankful we are that the Baptist
Joint Committee continues to clarify
some of the crucial issues of our day in
the face of great distortion. We hope
more of you will join us in aggressively
supporting this fine ministry. A

— Moncrief & Diane Jordan
BJC Scholars-in-Residence

Editor's Note: Moncrief "Monty" and
Diane Jordan are serving this fall as schol-
ars-in-residence at the Baptist Joint
Committee. Monty recently retired as pas­
tor of First Baptist Church in Jefferson
City, Tenn. Monty and Diane taught part-
time at Carson-Newman College in
Jefferson City.
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