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News Makers
♦ Montgomery County

(Ala.) Circuit Judge Charles
Price received the Profile in
Courage Award, named after
President John F. Kennedy's
Pulitzer-Prize winning book,
for his decision ordering a
fellow Alabama judge to re­
move a Ten Commandments
display from the courtroom.
Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass.,
said that the late president
"would be proud that Judge
Price stood up for one of the
important constitutional pro­
visions."

♦ Barry Lynn, executive
director of Americans United
for Separation of Church and
State, sent President Clinton
a letter opposing the possible
nomination of former Rep.
Lindy Boggs, D-La., to the
post of U.S. ambassador to
the Vatican. Boggs recently
said it would be an "opportu­
nity to serve your country
and your church at the same
time." Lynn, who opposes
the appointment of any
ambassador to the Vatican,
said that Boggs would be a
poor choice because she sees
the post as "a combination of
religious and civil duties."

♦ Frank Lofaro, executive
director of Prison Fellowship
of America, recently promot­
ed the nation's first "Christ­
ian prison" started in Texas
and sponsored by the prison
ministry group. Lofaro said
Texas was chosen largely
because its government lead­
ers are "interested in working
with faith-based programs."
.... .... .......... _ ,

Supreme Court strikes down
unequal treatment of charities

The tax-exempt status of charities
cannot hinge on whether they pri­
marily serve in-state residents, the

U.S. Supreme Court ruled May 19.
A Maine law that generally exempts

from taxation property owned by chari­
ties but effectively
denies that benefit
to charities serving
mostly out-of-state
residents, violates
the Constitution by
interfering with in­
terstate commerce,
justices said.

The high court
reversed a decision 
by the Maine Supreme Judicial Court that
a summer camp for Christian Science
children owed the $20,000 it paid in prop­
erty taxes from 1989-1991. More than 95
percent of campers at the Harrison,
Maine, facility are from other states.

Writing for the 5-4 majority, Justice
John Paul Stevens said the statute "facial­
ly discriminates against interstate com­
merce."

Joined by Justices Sandra Day
O'Connor, Anthony Kennedy, David
Souter and Stephen Breyer, Stevens said
both for-profit and nonprofit organiza­
tions are protected by the Constitution's
Commerce Clause.

Justice Antonin Scalia, in a dissent
joined by Chief Justice William Rehnquist
and Justices Clarence Thomas and Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, said the Commerce
Clause has a more limited reach. He
wrote that Maine should be able to excuse
from taxation "only that property used to
relieve the State of its burden of caring for
its residents."

Scalia complained that under the
majority's ruling a state cannot provide a
property tax exemption for private
schools or hunger programs that serve its
citizens unless it also exempts private
schools and programs serving largely out-

of-state clientele.
"These results

may well be in
accord with the
parable of the Good
Samaritan," Scalia
wrote, "but they
have nothing to do
with the Commerce
Clause."

The court's rul­
ing was hailed by church-state attorneys.

"By striking Maine's law, the court
slammed the door against state assaults
on the skimpy coffers of charities nation­
wide," said Steven McFarland, director of
the Christian Legal Society's Center for
Law and Religious Freedom. "Otherwise,
we could have expected revenue-hungry
states and cities to tax all but the smallest
of charities."

McFarland's organization, which filed
a friend-of-the-court brief on behalf of the
camps, noted that Christian Camping
International's 900 member camps would
be faced with annual tax bills of $22 mil­
lion if they lost property tax exemption.

"This is good news for all nonprofit
groups, including churches and religious
organizations," said J. Brent Walker, gen­
eral counsel of the Baptist Joint Commitee
He noted that many denominational
camps attract out-of-state campers.

"It is a resounding 'no' to those states
that want to whittle away at tax exemp­
tion," he said. A
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News 8c Comment ...
Bill proposed to combat
Christian persecution

Proposed legislation would strengthen
efforts to curb the overseas persecution of
Christians and others by imposing a vari­
ety of economic and other sanctions.

Sponsored by Sen. Arlen Specter, R-
Pa., and Rep. Frank Wolf, R-Va., the bill
would also create a senior White House
position to monitor religious persecution
abroad and expedite proceedings for
those claiming asylum from persecution.

As offered, the "Freedom from Re­
ligious Persecution Act" would impose
automatic sanctions if the director of the
proposed White House Office of Re­
ligious Persecution Monitoring, who
would report annually, found a nation
guilty of religious persecution.

Religious persecution is defined in the
bill as "ongoing and widespread ...
killing, rape, imprisonment, abduction,
torture, enslavement or forced mass reset­
tlement ... carried out by the government
or with the government's support."

The president would have the power
to waive sanctions — which include a ban
on all exports and non-humanitarian aid
to nations guilty of religious persecution
— for national security reasons. Addi­
tional sanctions include denying visas to
officials from offending nations and
opposing a country's efforts to gain inter­
national development loans or join the
World Trade Organization.

Last year, the White House established
a Special Advisory Committee to the
Secretary of State on Religious Freedom
Abroad. The 20-member panel is looking
at global religious persecution.

The bill drew immediate support from
a broad range of religious activists.

Rabbi David Saperstein, executive
director of the Religious Action Center of
Reform Judaism, said that "when God's
children are imprisoned for praying, then
Americans must speak out."

He added that the helping hand
extended by non-Jews to Russian Jews
when they faced persecution in the for­
mer Soviet Union compels Jews to sup­
port the Specter-Wolf legislation.

'Also supporting the bill are the Christ­
ian Coalition, the Family Research Coun­
cil, the International Fellowship of Christ­
ians and Jews, the National Association of
Evangelicals, Evangelicals for Social
Action, the Traditional Values Coalition
and International Christian Concern.

Banished again
The 3,000-pound statue of religious liberty

advocate Roger Williams is removed from the
Capitol Rotunda to clear the way for a statue
depicting suffragettes Susan B. Anthony,
Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton.
Plans call for the suffragettes statue to be in
the Rotunda for a year before it is replaced by
another statue supporting women's rights.
However, Sen. John Chafee, R-R.I., has intro­
duced a resolution that would return the
Roger Williams statue instead. Williams
founded Rhode Island after being banished
from Massachusetts Bay Colony.

Russian Orthodox win
case against new religions

A seven-week-long court case in
Russia ended with a landmark decision
that an "anti-sect" brochure did not libel
new religious groups in the nation.

The case centered on a brochure pro­
duced by Alexander Dvorkin of the
Russian Orthodox Church's education
department. The brochure warns against
the dangers of such "totalitarian sects" as
the Church of Scientology, the Unification
Church, Jehovah's Witnesses and the
Hare Krishna organization and details
their recruitment practices.

Lyudmila Saltykova, a Moscow judge,
said that the brochure "expressed an
opinion, and the sources that (Dvorkin)
used gave him the right to speak those
words."
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faith, even mine. Coercion is involved
when captive audiences must be exposed
to explicit religious exercises. Note:
Under mandatory school
attendance laws all public
school kids are captive
audiences. Any prop from
government is a millstone
hung about faith's neck.

That the majority
decides. Wrong! If one
supposes the problem of
government control is
resolved by saying "let
the students vote," then
it is clear how ignorant
of the American experi­
ment in freedom that
one is. Haven't you
heard it since primary
school playground?
"My-jar-eh-tee rewls!
My-jar-eh-tee rewls!"
in some Gomer
Pyleish provincial
twang.

Well, it doesn't. We
have a rule of law.
The Bill of Rights is
concretely counter­
majoritarian.

The mistook Mr.
Istook offers this
flaccid defense for
his amendment to
the Constitution.
When pressed about how
his "Religious Freedom Amendment"
would actually play in a particular place,
he says, "the majority would decide."
That won't work. Not if freedom of reli­
gion is for everyone.

How bizarre that anyone should think
he could "worship, honor and glorify
Jesus Christ" by calling common life
Christian, allowing government to med­
dle in religion or advocating that might
makes right.

That would not please the Jesus I
know. A

More troubling than the rude
words of the Christian Coalition
leader (see box) are his crude

concepts and worse, their near-universal
acceptance.

Although no one I know wants to be
caught saying strong stuff, many merely
mealymouthedly go along with the little
man's mindset. I've heard the same ideas
from the razor-cut, designer-suited
crowd at the country club. Dr. Jordan
may have done us a favor by giving us a
glimpse of the religious right slogans:

That this is a Christian nation.
Wrong! Not historically, not constitution­
ally, not morally. It's hard to make the
case that this nation is Christian. Billy
Graham has consistently spoken up
against exactly what the Christian
Coalition has become. Back in 1981 he
said, "I don't want to see religious big­
otry in any form. It would disturb me if
there was a wedding between religious
fundamentalists and the political right.
The hard right has no interest in religion
except to manipulate it." Well, the wed­
ding bells rang. The honeymoon is over.
And now the extreme right-wing politi­
cian and the often unwitting believer are
an old married couple.

Roger Williams, founder of Rhode
Island, hooted at the Christian nation
notion. "The sword may make a whole
nation of hypocrites, but it cannot bring
one single soul in genuine conversion to
Christ."

Thomas Jefferson echoed the truism
that the only effect of official religion
was to make one-half of the world fools,
the other one-half hypocrites.

That government must help religion.
Wrong! Whether posting Ten
Commandments, prescribing prayer or
propping up religious schools, it's popu­
lar to think the state has a role in reli­
gion. That's exactly where compulsion
comes in. Oh, it's not the literal "sword"
that Roger Williams feared, but coercion
is involved when my tax money (taken
by law) is used to advance anyone's

Official Rejects Non-Christians *
■ COLUMBIA, S.C.—A state Board of Ed- I
uca bon member, talking about displaying the \
Ten Commandments in public schools, had -
ready suggestion for groups who might ob­
ject to it.

“Screw the Buddhists and loll the Mus­
lims,” Henry Jordan said during the board’s
finance and legislative committee meeting
“And put that in the minutes.”

The remarks made Tuesday were ex-
? punged from the written minutes, but were
> recorded on tape. The (Columbia) State ob- 1

tained the tape under the Freedom of Infor- i
mation Act.

Jordan, a surgeon who failed in a bid to
get the Republican nomination for lieutenant j
governor in 1994, said he did not mean for «
his comments to be taken literally. He plans i
to offer a proposal at the next board meeting
to allow students to vote to display the com
mandments at their school and to pay for it '
with private money.

"What I want to do i

Jamei M. Punn
Executive Director
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Book Review
Religion in Politics:
Constitutional and
Moral Perspectives
Michael J. Perry, Oxford University Press,
168 pp., (1997).

he United States is one
of the world's most reli­
gious and religiously

pluralistic countries. It is no
surprise that the propriety of
religious discussion in politi­

cal discourse is hotly debated. In his
book, Religion in Politics, Michael J. Perry
presents a scholarly analysis of this issue.
He examines the use of religious argu­
ments in politics by inquiring into consti­
tutional law and moral suitability.

Perry's constitutional inquiry recog­
nizes dual norms that have developed in
our First Amendment jurisprudence.
First, the nonestablishment norm refers to
the First Amendment's clear principles
regarding the separation of church and
state and the prohibition on govern­
ment's establishment of religion. Second,
the free exercise norm protects an indi­
vidual's right to exercise his or her reli­
gion free from government intrusion.
Perry finds these two norms sometimes to
be antagonistic when tested in the politi­
cal arena.

The author contends that politicians
rely too heavily on religious arguments in
debating an issue without seeking to
articulate a plausible secular argument.
This troubles Perry because it allows
politicians to presuppose the validity of
one religion over another when passing
legislation. He concludes that when
politicians rely solely on religious argu­
ments, they violate the nonestablishment 

and free exercise norms by endorsing one
religious tenet over another.

Perry next attempts to answer the
question about the proper role of reli­
gious arguments in public political
debate. His goal is to convince non­
believers that there is a proper role for
religiously-based discourse in the strug­
gle for answers to difficult questions.
Perry argues that it is important that reli­
gious arguments are offered in public
political debate because it allows the
arguments to be tested. Religious argu­
ments play a vital role in evaluating
human conduct, because religions tradi­
tions have established fundamental prin­
ciples of r ’' n conduct.

The aut nolic, next addresses
fellow religion relievers on why it is nec­
essary for religious arguments to also be
supported by plausible secular argu­
ments. Perry uses this debate to convince
fellows Christians that it is precisely
because of a Christian understanding of
the fallenness of humanity that religious
argument should be supported by a secu­
lar argument. He defends this by stating,
"Any government committed to the non­
establishment of religion would not base
policies on solely religious premises,
therefore it is vital that a plausible secular
argument be offered."

Religion in Politics is a well-thought-out
analysis of why it is important that mod­
em discussion be shaped by a respect for
diversity in a religiously pluralistic coun­
try. Perry's commentary makes a com­
pelling case for the morally proper role of
religion in politics and the respect that
should be given to people of differing
faiths.

— Jonathan Converse
BJC Intern
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