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♦ Delana Russell of

Anniston, Ala., and Mandy
Tyler of Austin, Texas, have
begun spring internships at
the Baptist Joint Committee.
Russell is a religion and
English major at Judson
College in Marion, Ala. Tyler
is a culture and politics major
at the School of Foreign
Service at Georgetown Uni­
versity in Washington D.C.

♦ Russian President Boris
Yeltsin will meet with Pope
John Paul II in Italy next
month to see if the leaders
can improve the strained
relations between the Rus­
sian Orthodox and Roman
Catholic churches. Their dis­
cussions are likely to center
on Russia's new religion law,
which enshrined Orthodoxy
as Russia's favored faith
while curbing the rights of
other less historic or tradi­
tional religious groups.

♦ Bruce McDougal, a
Lancaster, Texas, justice of
the peace, said he will cease
his practice of sending juve­
niles to church as punish­
ment for various minor
offenses, such as fighting at
school. He agreed to halt the
practice after the American
Civil Liberties Union filed a
lawsuit on behalf of a 14-
year-old Shawnee Indian
from Lancaster sentenced to
attend church for eight weeks
for fighting in school. "At my
age, I'm not inclined to take
on" the ACLU, the 64-year-
old McDougal told the Dallas
Morning News. A

Voucher proposal included
in GOP education package

Republican Senators unveiled eight
education proposals, including an
experimental education voucher

program that would provide tax dollars
for tuition at private and parochial
schools for some low-income parents .

U.S. lawmakers
failed on several
occasions during
the first session of
the 105th Congress
to enact voucher
proposals.

The "Better Op­
portunities for Our
Kids and Schools"
(BOOKS) legisla­
tion was unveiled Jan. 20 by U.S. Sen.
Paul Coverdell, R-Ga., and Senate Major­
ity Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss.

The BOOKS measure would authorize
a five-year demonstration program,
funded at $75 million in the first year, to
provide "educational certificates" to low-
income parents whose children attend an
"unsafe school."

Coverdell said BOOKS "is designed to
help parents send their children to the
very best schools possible."

Other initiatives in the plan include
measures to promote reading, charter
schools and teacher and student safety. It
would turn some federal funds into block
grants, provide funds to test teachers and
increase funds for disabled students.

The BOOKS package also would
authorize education savings accounts
that grow tax-free for education costs
from kindergarten through high school.

Voucher supporters argue that low-
income parents need a "choice" and that
the public school system is failing.

Opponents of vouchers, however, say
it would hurt public schools, would help
only a select few and would allow pri­
vate schools to discriminate in hiring
with tax dollars.

Opponents also include several reli­
gious liberty orga­
nizations, includ­
ing the Baptist
Joint Committee,
who oppose vouch­
ers on constitution­
al grounds. They
argue that funding
religious schools
with public funds
amounts to gov­

ernment advancement of religion. The
Constitution bars government from pass­
ing laws that establish religion.

Lee Berg, organizational specialist at
the National Education Association's
Center for Revitalization of Urban Edu­
cation, said the GOP plan "distracts our
nation's attention from fixing what's bro­
ken in low-performing schools."

He said voucher proponents "will dis­
guise the fact that with federal money
comes federal control. Many private
schools will not be interested in federally
funded voucher students because these
schools do not want to open their doors
to the federal regulations and oversight
that will accompany the acceptance of
such students."

Berg said Congress should work with
states to repair broken-down schools and
build new ones. "Vouchers for private
sectarian schools do nothing to fix low
performing public schools and they leave
the vast majority of public school stu­
dents behind." A

“With federal
money comes
federal control.”

— Lee Berg
Center for Revitalization

of Urban Education
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Whatever our
religious beliefs,

they represent the
essence of our personal
values and cannot be
dictated to us.
Recognizing this truth,
our founders made
religious liberty the first
freedom guaranteed in
the Bill of Rights. They
wisely understood as
well that in protecting
the free exercise of
religion, we must also
prohibit the establish­
ment of religion by the
state.

...Two years ago,
with the help of a broad
coalition of religious
and civic leaders, we
created guidelines
clarifying the nature of
religious expression
permitted in our public
schools and reaffirming
that America’s young
people do not have to
leave their religious
beliefs at the
schoolhouse door. With
the help of that same
coalition, I issued
additional guidelines
last August to reinforce
the right of religious
expression in the
Federal workplace.

... We must continue
to proclaim the
fundamental right of all
peoples to believe and
worship according to
the dictates of their own
conscience, to affirm
their beliefs openly and
freely, and to practice
their faith without fear
or intimidation.

— President Clinton
designating Jan. 16, 1998, as

"Religious Freedom Day, 1998"

First Amendment dispute
rejected by Supreme Court

The U.S. Supreme Court has refused to
hear the First Amendment claims of two
Christian Scientists who sought to chal­
lenge large electronic media expenditures
by their church.

Left standing was a ruling by the
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
that two members of First Church of
Christ, Scientist, in Boston, lacked stand­
ing to challenge decisions by church offi­
cials to expand its electronic media activi­
ties.

Christian Science is a Protestant denom­
ination founded in 1879 by Mary Baker
Eddy. The Boston church is the "Mother
Church" of the denomination, which has
more than 3,000 congregations worldwide.

Two members of the Mother Church
filed a lawsuit against directors and offi­
cers of the church and its publishing soci­
ety. The lawsuit alleges that the defendants
failed to abide by the church's governing
documents in authorizing major television
ventures in the late 1980s and early 1990s.

A trial court ruled that the two mem­
bers had standing to sue, but the state's
highest court disagreed and ordered the
trial court to dismiss the lawsuit.

Eighteen religious and civil liberties
organizations had urged the top Massa­
chusetts court to halt the lawsuit. The reli­
gious groups said it is "inconsistent with
the First Amendment for a civil court to
determine a church's scheme of govern­
ment, impose its interpretation of a
church's foundational documents, or to
review a church governing body's deci­
sions about priorities, plans, and expendi­
tures in pursuit of the church's mission."

Among signers of the brief were the
American Jewish Congress, the Baptist
Joint Committee, the Christian Legal
Society, the National Association of
Evangelicals and the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. A

Part of Florida Bible class
halted by federal judge

U.S. District Court Judge Elizabeth
Kovachevich issued an injunction Jan. 20
against teaching the New Testament por­
tion of a Bible history class in Lee County
(Fla.) public schools but allowed the Old
Testament part to be taught.

People For the American Way, a civil
liberties organization, filed a lawsuit last
year to stop the Bible history classes.

Kovachevich said that the plaintiffs
were likely to be successful in halting the

New Testament course but not the first
semester Old Testament course.

Kovachevich said the Old Testament
course was modified by the school board's
counsel and guidelines were established
for teaching the course in a proper fashion.
But she ordered careful monitoring of the
course to ensure it is taught in a constitu­
tional manner.

The New Testament portion of the cur­
riculum, drafted by the National Council
on Bible Curriculum in Public Schools,
was not modified in the same fashion as
the Old Testament course.

"The Court found it difficult to conceive
how the Resurrection might be taught as
secular literature or secular history,"
Kovachevich stated.

PFAW President Carole Shields praised
the ruling. "Even though the court did not
enjoin the first semester course," she said,
"we are pleased that the court essentially
put the school district on strict probation.
The court made clear that careful scrutiny
of the course is expected and warned
against even the slightest infraction of con­
stitutional standards." A

High court refuses to hear
church zoning dispute

The U.S. Supreme Court refused Jan. 20
to hear arguments that a California
church's free exercise rights were violated
by a municipal ordinance that effectively
requires the church to get voter approval
to rezone 25 acres on which it wants to
build a new church and school facility.

The land owned by First Assembly of
God is outside the Ventura city limits but
within the city planning area. It is desig­
nated for agricultural use in the city's plan.

The ordinance bars rezoning of agricul­
tural lands within the city planning area
unless the land is unsuitable for agricul­
ture or the zoning change is approved by
city voters.

It was challenged by an association of
residents and property owners in Ventura
County known as FAIR (Farmers, Families
& Friends Against Irresponsible Regula­
tion). Lower courts rejected FAIR'S com­
plaints.

A California appeals court rejected
arguments that requiring voter approval
for the rezoning would subject the church
to a "popularity contest."

The ordinance "calls for nothing other
than a vote on a land use designation," the
appeals court said. "It does not call for a
vote on anyone's religious beliefs. It does
not infringe in any respect on the free exer­
cise of the Church's religion." A



Baptist story must be passed on
to avoid ‘market erosion’

//f I lhe devil do
I have all the

JL slick adver­
tising, don't he?"

It certainly seems
that way. A front page
story recently
revealed the dirty
back stage shenani­
gans of "tobacco's"
targeting teens.

We've known it.
They've denied it. Now, there's no doubt
about it.

A major company reported: "Our two
major brands, Winston and Salem, show
comparative weakness against Marlboro
and Kool among these younger smokers."
And advised: "This suggests slow market
share erosion for us in the years to come
unless the situation is corrected."

This corporate concern has a parallel in
every family of faith I know anything
about. It is the eagerness to pass on a
sense of spiritual identity, a tradition and
a legacy, a cluster of meaningful values to
our children and grandchildren.

Cloning? No. Carbon copies? No. More
of the Same? I hope not. Most of us hope
for growth, better people and a new and
improved product.

Yet, whether it is this generation of
Jews telling their traditions or Baptists
describing our distinctives or Congre-
gationalists caring about their children's
capacity to cope, people with any faith at
all want to pass it on.

It dawns on some of us that this seems
to be increasingly difficult. In a serious
way, we fear "slow market erosion for us
in the years to come unless the situation
is corrected."

Smyth and Helwys is publishing a new
Vacation Bible School for 1998 titled
Celebrate Freedom. It is the only, as far as
we know, Baptist principles Vacation
Bible School (VBS) curriculum.

Many of you know about VBS. When I
was a pastor, I happily served as principal
each year. President Harry Truman used
to tell the "character stories" at the VBS of
the First Baptist Church, Washington,
D.C. We learned that youngsters heard as 

much Bible in these two weeks as they
did all the rest of the year in Sunday
School.

These new materials provide churches
with a flexible and exciting way to teach
children about Baptist heritage, Baptist
principles and Baptist heroes. Why not?

I hope you want youth introduced to
Roger Williams, Ann Judson, John Smyth
and Thomas Helwys. Summer church
school seems an ideal way to help church­
es meet this need.

This age-graded literature project was
launched by the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship whose Bruce Prescott says,
"Baptists are a distinguished people with
distinctive beliefs and practices. We have
stories to proudly recount and profound
convictions to share with our children."

The package gathers games, activities,
stories, music and projects that help
young minds engage in discovery. The
whole business has a "nowness" to it in
that permission is provided for local
churches to reproduce the materials as
needed for teachers and learners. This
makes it cost effective. Celebrate Freedom is
also supported by a web site (www.hel-
wys.com/vbs.html).

When your young'un says, "Mommy,
why do people call us Baptists? What
does it mean to be a Baptist?" don't
whine, do something about it. See that
your church is doing something about it.
See that your grandchild's church is
doing something about it.

Maybe you'll find the materials less
than perfect. Improve upon them.

Hey! We just have to skip one genera­
tion to lose some valuable contributions
of our forebears.

Call 1-800-747-3016 or write Smyth and
Helwys Publishing, 6316 Peake Road,
Macon, Ga„ 31210-3960.

Don't let the devil have all the good
advertising. A
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Two quick words —

Thanks.
In 1998, we’ve already
received $ 170,000 for
keeping this witness for
religious liberty strong.

Press on.
Let’s wrap up the initial
$600,000 phase of the
campaign by honoring
our multi-year
commitments and
rethinking how much
more we might invest in
freedom's future.

Endowment reaches
$525,000

600,000



Baptist Joint
Committee

Supporting Bodies

♦ Alliance of Baptists
♦ American Baptist

Churches in the U.S.A.

♦ Baptist General
Conference

♦ Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship

♦ National Baptist
Convention of America

♦ National Baptist
Convention U.S.A. Inc.

♦ National Missionary.
Baptist v

♦ North Americai i baptist
Conference

♦ Progressive National
Baptist Convention Inc.

♦ Religious Liberty Council

♦ Seventh Day Baptist
General Conference

♦ Southern Baptist state
conventions/churches
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What if a church member
wants to host a political rally
for a candidate on the church's
front steps?

What do you do when you are
invited to pray before the local
high school's football game?

What if the local zoning board
tries to shut down your
church's feeding program for
the homeless?

Explore these and other vexing ques­
tions at this Religious Liberty Council

workshop, scheduled March 2-3, 1998, at
Central Baptist Theological Seminary,
Kansas City, Kan. The workshop will
address the theological and legal under­
pinnings of religious liberty and church­
state separation and provide practical
advice on church-state issues that regular­
ly confront the clergy. Speakers will
include:

♦ Molly Marshall — professor of the­
ology and spiritual formation, Central
Baptist Theological Seminary.

♦ Charles G. Adams — pastor,
Hartford Memorial Baptist Church,
Detroit, Mich.

♦ Bill Crosby — pastor, Erlanger
Baptist Church, Erlanger, Ky.

♦ James M. Dunn — executive direc­
tor, Baptist Joint Committee

♦ J. Brent Walker — general counsel,
Baptist Joint Committee.

♦ Melissa Rogers — associate general
counsel, Baptist Joint Committee.
Legal Issues Panel:

♦ Richard K. "Rick" Bloom — gener­
al counsel, Baptist General Conference,
Arlington Heights, Ill.

♦ W.B. "Bart" Tichenor — hearing
officer, State Tax Commission of Missouri,
Columbia, Mo.

♦ Earl W. Trent — house counsel,
Board of National Ministries, American
Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.
Registration: $40. A limited number of
scholarships of up to $200 (to help pay for
registration, travel and lodging) are avail­
able. For registration information and
scholarship applications, contact Karen
McGuire at 202-544-4226 or
Karen_McGuire@bjcpa.org
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