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♦ President Bill Clinton
has announced his intent to
nominate Harold Hongju
Koh, professor at Yale Law
School, to be assistant secre­
tary of state for Democracy,
Human Rights and Labor.
John Shattuck is leaving that
post to become U.S. ambas­
sador to the Czech Republic.
Koh is currently the Gerald
C. and Bernice Latrobe Smith
Professor of International Law
and director of the Orville H.
Schell Jr. Center for Inter­
national Human Rights at
Yale in New Haven, Conn.

♦ Rep. Roy Blunt, R-Mo.,
sponsored a resolution that
passed the House of Repre­
sentatives to draw attention
to the 1993 kidnapping of
three men from a Florida­
based New Tribes Mission.
Mark Rich, David Mankins
and Rick Tenenoff were
abducted from their homes in
a Panama village. Colombian
revolutionaries are believed
to be responsible. The resolu­
tion asks the president and
other U.S. officials to discuss
the issue with foreign gov­
ernments and nongovern­
mental and religious groups.

♦ Vincent Thompson, the
owner of Alamo City Taxi in
San Antonio, has been fined
$100 by the city for charging
half-price fares to take people
to church. City officials said
providing discounts only to
churchgoers could be uncon­
stitutional. They also said the
discount could be too large
under city rules designed to
avoid price wars. A

Religious liberty abroad is focus
of new State Department office

The leader of a new State Depart­
ment office, established to address
religious freedom, said it will aid in

providing "predictable” U.S. responses
for people who have been denied reli­
gious liberty abroad.

Robert Seiple, special representative of
the secretary of
state for inter­
national religious
freedom, said the
office will assure
that all available
resources from the
government and
the faith communi­
ty are being tapped
to promote reli­
gious freedom in other nations.

For 12 years, Seiple has served as pres­
ident of World Vision, a Christian-based
organization that provides humanitarian
assistance to more than 45 million people
in more than 100 countries. He also
served as president of Eastern College
and Eastern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary in Pennsylvania.

The State Department office is housed
in the Bureau of Democracy, Human
Rights and Labor. Seiple reports to the
secretary of state and to the White House.

Seiple told religious leaders at a Sept.
15 meeting that he hoped the office could
use "pre-emptive diplomacy" in promot­
ing religious freedom and reconciliation
abroad. The office can bring about "bur­
eaucratic leverage," he added.

He said it is important that "we are
good stewards of this tremendous re­
source, which in some quarters is known
as the last remaining superpower."

Seiple made the remarks at a gather­
ing of the State Department's Advisory

Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad.
The panel, established in 1996 by the
Clinton administration, submitted an
interim report on religious liberty earlier
this year. It outlines steps the State
Department and other federal agencies
are taking to promote religious freedom

and listed further
recommendations.

Jim Henry, pas­
tor of First Baptist
Church in Orlan­
do, Fla., said the
State Department
has already imple­
mented some of
the recommenda­
tions, including

establishment of the State Department
office to deal with religious freedom.

"1 think the appointment of Robert
Seiple is a tremendous asset to this group
and to what we're trying to accomplish,"
Henry said, noting that Seipie's experi­
ence at World Vision helps him to know
where a lot of the challenges are in the
world.

Seiple predicted the office would be a
permanent one. He said religious free­
dom should be "woven into the fabric ...
of the American people and the institu­
tions of this democracy in such a way
that it will not fall out."

Seiple said a United Nations report on
religious tolerance around the world is
expected in October. For about two years,
a U.N. special rapporteur on religious
tolerance has been studying religious
freedom issues worldwide, including in
the United States. State Department offi­
cials have confirmed that at least one
Native American group has raised reli­
gious liberty issues to the U.N. official. A

Religious freedom
should be woven into
the fabric of the
institutions of this
democracy.

— Robert Seiple
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Clashes between
Islam, West
said avoidable

In a televised United
Nations address

Sept. 21, President
Clinton declared it is
"terribly wrong" to
believe there is an
inevitable clash
between Western and
Islamic values.

"When it comes to
terrorism, there
should be no dividing
line between Muslims
and Jews, Protestants
and Catholics, Serbs
and Albanians, devel­
oped societies and
emerging countries,"
Clinton said at the
opening of the 53rd
session of the U.N.
General Assembly in
New York. "The only
dividing line is
between those who
practice, support or
tolerate terror and
those who understand
that it is murder, plain
and simple."

Clinton contrasted
his view of Islam with
that of others.

"False prophets
may use and abuse
any religion to justify
whatever political
objectives they have,
even cold-blooded
murder," he said.
"Some may have the
world believe that
almighty God himself,
the merciful, grants a
license to kill, but that
is not our under­
standing of Islam."

Calling Islam "one
of our fastest-growing
faiths" in the United
States, Clinton said,
"We will remain on a
course of friendship
and respect for the
Muslim world." A

Clinton asks for prayers
at White House breakfast

Having faced the "rock-bottom truth"
of his relationship with a former White
House intern, an emotional President
Clinton told a group of religious leaders he
had repented and asked for their prayers
and help "in healing our nation."

Clinton's remarks were delivered at an
annual White House prayer breakfast, just
hours before the public release of Inde­
pendent Counsel Kenneth Starr's report
detailing allegedly impeachable offenses
related to the president's acknowledged
relationship with former intern Monica
Lewinsky.

"I don't think there is a fancy way to say
that I have sinned," Clinton told the reli­
gious leaders.

"It is important to me that everybody
who has been hurt know that the sorrow I
feel is genuine," Clinton said, mentioning
his family, friends, staff, Cabinet, Lew­
insky and her family and the American
people.

"I have asked all for their forgiveness,"
he said.

Clinton also told the religious leaders,
"If my repentance is genuine and sus­
tained, and if I can maintain both a broken
spirit and a strong heart, then good can
come of this for our country as well as for
me and my family." A

Little Rock association
decries calls for ‘discipline’

No outsiders have a right to call upon
President Clinton's home church to disci­
pline him, the executive board of Pulaski
Baptist Association in Little Rock, Ark.,
declared Sept. 15.

A resolution adopted unanimously by
the association's executive board states:
"In response to the calls of certain
Southern Baptists upon Immanuel Baptist
Church in Little Rock to 'discipline' one of
her own, we support our sister congrega­
tion and her pastor, Rex Horne, in allow­
ing them to conduct their ministry as they
see fit under the direction of God's Holy
Spirit."

The resolution further states that "no
one outside that congregation has the
right, nor the privilege, of trying to coerce
Immanuel Baptist to do otherwise."

In recent weeks, Albert Mohler, presi­
dent of Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., has used
national media to call on Immanuel
Baptist Church to discipline Clinton for his 

admitted sexual indiscretion with a former
White House Intern.

The Pulaski resolution does not express
support for Clinton, nor speak to the mer­
its of public church discipline. Its stated
intent is to "go on record as standing in
firm support of our cherished doctrine of
the autonomy of the local church." A

GOP leaders tout teacher
fired after prayer incident

Showcasing 300,000 signatures from
New York citizens supporting "prayer in
schools," GOP lawmakers touted the firing
of a New York public school teacher as evi­
dence that prayer has been kicked out of
schools.

Mildred Rosario was fired for insubor­
dination after she refused to give school
officials assurances that she would not
promote religion in the classroom after a
controversial incident.

During class, a student — troubled by
the death of a fellow student — asked
Rosario if the child who had recently
drowned was in heaven. In the process,
Rosario led the class in prayer and told the
students that Jesus came to save the
human race. According to her lawyer, she
then touched each child on the forehead as
she said a prayer for their safety.

At the Sept. 15 Capitol Hill press con­
ference with lawmakers, Rosario said the
U.S. Supreme Court has confirmed that the
United States is a Christian nation. "We
were founded on Christian principles,"
she said.

GOP lawmakers said the incident
showed the need for the recently defeated
Religious Freedom Amendment to the
Constitution sponsored by Rep. Ernest
Istook, R-Okla.

House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga.,
said, "We've had schools with sex educa­
tion. We've had schools where you can get
raped if you go to the bathroom. We've
had schools where you can buy drugs. ...
But what was really dangerous was one
day we had a school where a teacher actu­
ally prayed. Now that was a crisis."

Melissa Rogers, associate general coun­
sel of the Baptist Joint Committee, said
that Rosario's "answer was well-inten­
tioned but wrong in that setting. The
Christian members of Congress who were
so irate about Mrs. Rosario's treatment
likely would have been upset if she had
preached a less familiar faith," she said.

Rogers said there are "other constitu­
tional, caring ways to handle these situa­
tions." A



‘Life In All Its Fullness’ celebrates
our God-given human rights

Human rights
are at base
biblical. The

great religions of the
book affirm the idea
that all humankind is
made in the image of
God.

That concept is of
such transcendent
importance that any
difference between 

this mortal and that fades into nothing­
ness by comparison.

All freedom is found and responsibility
is rooted in the free moral agency with
which all people are endowed, not by
government, nor by social contract, but
by God. All dignity and respect afforded
persons comes from the God revealed in
Scripture.

Baptists have been in the forefront of
the fight for human rights. Names of
Baptist champions of freedom tell the
story: Roger Williams, John Leland,
Walter Rauschenbush, Martin Luther
King Jr., Jimmy Carter, to name a few.

Two Baptists were explicitly and tangi­
bly engaged in shaping the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: Harold
Stassen and J.M. Dawson.

Joseph Martin Dawson was the first
executive director of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs. He attended
a national Conference of the Churches in
Cleveland in March 1945 and served as
chairman of its committee on religious
liberty.

The meeting had been called to consid­
er amending Dumbarton Oaks proposals
for the formation of a union of nations for
world peace. It was Dawson's mission to
see that what became the United Nations
Charter would include a guarantee of full
religious liberty for every human being.
John Foster Dulles spoke against his
report. J.M. Dawson speculated that the
"then prevalent feeling that Russia should
in no wise be offended caused Mr. Dulles
to hedge against such a forthright decla­
ration."

Dawson was typically undeterred and
undiscouraged. In fact, he wrote "I went
to San Francisco to attend the United

Nations Organization" and "carried a
hundred thousand petitions from
Baptists, North and South, white and
Negro, asking that the Charter to be
adopted would include a guarantee of
full religious liberty for every human
being."

Although the U.N. Charter was not
explicit enough to suit Dawson, Stassen
and other advocates of religious liberty,
the ground was ploughed and the seed
planted for what became the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly in
December 1948.

Now, for the 50th anniversary of this
magnificent manifesto, the American
Bible Society has prepared a Bible study
booklet, 70 pages. Some scripture texts
are printed out fully and others referred
to for further reflection and discussion
(132 texts total).

Robert F. Smylie has developed a use­
ful study guide with 12 sections, ideal for
three or four sessions — group meetings,
Sunday school classes or community
gatherings.

The splendid little book, Life In All Its
Fullness: The Word of God and Human
Rights, is yours for the asking, the ship­
ping and handling.

If you'd like a single copy, send a self­
addressed, business size (#10) envelope
with 78 cents postage to the Baptist Joint
Committee.

But, go ahead, trust us and order a box,
240 copies, for your church, school, neigh­
borhood. IBs non-sectarian and, well,
"universal." You'll need to send $14 for
shipping of 240 copies and be sure to
send a street address; UPS cannot deliver
to a post office box. Send the check to:

Baptist Joint Committee
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002

Here's a rare opportunity to join in a
thoughtful international celebration of
our God-given human rights.

Know Life In All Its Fullness. A

United Nations Sunday is Oct. 25.

Quoting
“I have come in
order that you might
have life — life in
all its fullness.”

— Words of Jesus

recorded in

John 10:10b

“While the
expression ‘human
rights’ may not be
found in the Bible,
its essential
components —
freedom, justice
and peace — are.
Each is central to
the Bible’s message
and each is
grounded in God’s
promises.”

— Introduction to

Life In All Its Fullness
American Bible Society
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Baptist Joint
Committee

Supporting Bodies

♦ Alliance of Baptists
♦ American Baptist

Churches in the U.S.A.

♦ Baptist General
Conference

♦ Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship

♦ National Baptist
Convention of America

♦ National Baptist
Convention U.S.A. Inc.

♦ National Missionary
Baptist Convention

♦ North American Baptist
Conference

♦ Progressive National
Baptist Convention Inc.

♦ Religious Liberty Council

♦ Seventh Day Baptist
General Conference

♦ Southern Baptist state
conventions/churches
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Taking Religion Seriously
Across the Curriculum
Warren A. Nord and Charles C. Haynes,
(Alexandria, Va.: Association for Supervision
and Curriculum Development, 1998) 221 pp.
($18.95).

Nord and Haynes in a new
book tackle the controver­

sial topic of religion in public
education, and argue convinc­
ingly that we have virtually
ignored religion in the curricu­

lum of the public schools of America. The
authors remind us that the courts have
ruled that public schools can teach about
religions, but cannot promote one religion
over another nor favor nonreligion over
religion. Nord and Haynes argue that in
the interest of avoiding conflict educators
have interpreted neutrality about religion
as avoidance of religion. This practice
results in actually favoring nonreligion.

Part I provides civic, constitutional and
educational frameworks for taking reli­
gion seriously in the public school curricu­
lum. (1) The civic argument is that public
schools must be built on common ground.
If we are to live together in a diverse, plu­
ralistic society, we must understand and
appreciate each other. The curriculum
must, therefore, be inclusive by teaching
students religious as well as secular ways
of living and thinking. (2) The constitu­
tional argument is that public schools
must be religiously neutral — neutral
among religions and neutral between reli­
gion and non-religion. One of their most
controversial arguments, perhaps, is that
public schools are not free to ignore reli­
gious ways of thinking and living when
they teach secular ways of thinking and
living that are religiously contested. (3)
The educational argument, and perhaps 

the most convincing one, is that if students
are to be liberally educated they must
understand religion and alternative world
views. Part II is very useful in discussing
the curriculum content, standards and
issues in several academic disciplines: his­
tory, the sciences, civics and economics,
and literature and the arts. The authors
also provide suggestions on approaching
religion at the troublesome elementary
level. Chapters on the Bible and world reli­
gions and the relationship of moral educa­
tion to religious studies are also helpful.

As an educator and as a Christian, I
have little problem endorsing most of the
ideas presented. If one does not under­
stand the role of religion in our society and
something about the religious lens
through which peoples of the world view
issues and solve problems, he/she is short­
changed in terms of a good education.

However, problems of implementation
are legion and include:

• Time and resources to add religion to
the curriculum;

• Teacher and administrator education
BEFORE prematurely launching a pro­
gram of religion across the curriculum.

• Dealing with religious, political and
educational vested interest groups.

I also envision religious liberty con­
cerns. In less diverse communities, there
may be more of a temptation to indoctri­
nate in the "predominate" religion of the
community. This would result in an even
less liberal education than we now have
and lead to more church-state litigation.

I commend the authors for beginning
another level of conversation about reli­
gion in public education. A

— James L. Williamson, Ed.D.
BJC Scholar in Residence

and Fred Hale Professor of Education
Baylor University, Waco, Texas

200 Maryland Ave. N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002
202-544-4226
Fax: 202-544-2094
CompuServe: 70420,54
Internet E-mail:

bjcpa@bjcpa.org
World Wide Web site:

www.bjcpa.org
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