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♦ Shelby Baucum, for­
mer pastor of Casa View Bap­
tist Church in Dallas, lost his
bid to get the U.S. Supreme
Court to consider whether a
federal jury violated his reli­
gious freedom when it ruled
that he had committed mal­
practice and violated his
fiduciary duties by engaging
in sex with two women he
was counseling.

♦ Albert Pennybacker,
associate general secretary
for public policy at the
National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A., said the group would
ask churches to consider sup­
porting a modified version of
the Freedom From Religious
Persecution Act. The bill was
approved Oct. 9 by the U.S.
Senate. Pennybacker said he
is pleased with changes to
the bill, designed to curb reli­
gious persecution abroad,
but said the NCC maintains
that "a multilateral response
to human rights violations,
not our country acting alone,
is the most effective deter­
rent."

♦ Barry Lynn, executive
director of Americans United
for Separation of Church and
State, said AU would file
complaints against churches
that distribute Christian Coa­
lition voter guides. In a legal
memorandum distributed by
AU, two attorneys said that
"the IRS and the courts do
not look to the church's
motive, but to whether the
voter guide in fact favors one
candidate over another." A

Dunn announces transition
at Baptist Joint Committee

J
ames M. Dunn told members of the
Baptist Joint Committee that he plans
to step aside from his role as execu­

tive director of the religious liberty
agency by Sept. 1, 1999, when he will
become a visiting professor of Christ­
ianity and public
policy at the Wake
Forest University
Divinity School in
Winston-Salem,
N.C.

Dunn, who has
headed the BJC
since January 1981,
emphasized plans
to remain with the
agency on a part-
time basis. He told
the agency's direc­
tors he plans to 
continue to serve the agency in a differ­
ent role "as long as my health, my suc­
cessor and our mutual understanding of
the Lord's leading allow me to do so."

During their annual meeting Oct. 5-6
at Green Lake, Wis., the BJC directors
accepted Dunn's proposal. They named
an 11-member search committee, as well
as a five-person committee to determine
the title, compensation and related
details of Dunn's new role at the BJC.

Dunn, who will be 67 next year, said
the transition "will represent a change in
pace, not a change in place."

Dunn suggested Ids part-time role
with the agency will likely be in the
areas of speaking, writing and develop­
ment. Details of that role are expected to
be presented to the agency's executive
committee in March.

Aidsand Wright-Riggins, BJC chair­

man and executive director of National
Ministries of American Baptist Churches
in the U.S.A., said Dunn "has been the
most dynamic personality for religious
liberty in the United States over the past
18 years. The vacuum created by his

announcement is
a very huge
space — largely
due to his per­
spective, his po­
litical savvy, his
persistence."

He noted that
while Dunn is
stepping out of
the executive
director's role,
"our hope and
full expectation
is that he will 

step into new areas of responsibility that
will help us to build on the legacy that
he's created."

Daniel Vestal, coordinator of the Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship, said Dunn
"was and is a Baptist statesman, a
prophetic voice and a caring person.
Only time will tell and the historical
record will show his impact on Baptist
life at a tumultuous and transitional time.
I'm grateful to be called his friend."

After his announcement, other board
members called Dunn the "quintessen­
tial freedom fighter," a "mighty champi­
on for human rights," and an "authentic
and refreshing leader."

Julie Pennington-Russell, pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church in Waco, Texas,
told Dunn she had identified him with
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Senate approves
persecution bill
in unanimous vote

The Senate approved
its version of a

House-passed bill
designed to curb reli­
gious persecution
abroad on Oct. 9.

The Senate ap­
proved 98-0 the Free­
dom From Religious
Persecution Act after
Sen. Don Nickles, R-
Okla., offered changes
to appease Republican
and Democratic oppo­
nents of the original bill.
The House must now
consider the Senate
changes.

Several provisions
sought by supporters of
the original bill have
been stripped, including
automatic sanctions,
immigration provisions
and others. The House
sponsor, Rep. Frank
Wolf, R-Va., supports
the Senate changes.

The Senate bill
would mandate creation
of a State Department
office and an indepen­
dent commission
appointed by the presi­
dent and Congress.

It recommends the
creation of a special
adviser on religious per­
secution in the National
Security Council at the
White House.

The commission
would issue an annual
country-by-country
report on religious per­
secution. The president
either would have to
impose penalties on
countries engaged in
persecution or use a
broad waiver authority
to do nothing. The mea­
sure suggests a range
of penalties from which
to choose. A

BJC board adopts budget,
addresses future needs

The Baptist Joint Committee focused on
the future during its annual meeting Oct.
5-6 by adopting a strategic planning state­
ment, approving a record budget for 1999
and naming an 11-member search commit­
tee to seek a new executive director for the
62-year-old religious liberty agency.

James M. Dunn, who has headed the
agency since January 1981, asked BJC
directors to allow him to step aside from
his duties as executive director by Sept. 1,
1999, and assume part-time duties at the
agency (see Page 1).

In September, Dunn will also become
visiting professor of Christianity and pub­
lic policy at Wake Forest University
Divinity School in Winston-Salem, N.C.

The strategic plan approved by the
directors as a working document states
that the agency's mission is "to defend and
extend God-given religious liberty for all,
bringing a uniquely Baptist witness to the
principle that religion must be freely exer­
cised, neither advanced nor inhibited by
government."

It also emphasizes that "freedom of
choice in religion is essential, and that sep­
aration of church and state is indispens­
able to ensuring religious liberty."

The plan was developed by a task force
led by Dwight Jessup, a BJC director and
vice president for academic affairs and
dean at Taylor University in Upland, Ind.
The task force was assisted by consultants
Tom and Sue Bennett of Tulsa, Okla.

Among the plan's identified priorities
for 1999 are the transition to a new leader­
ship for the agency, increasing annual
operating revenues to better fund the
agency's mission, entering into the Inter­
net world on a continuously improving
basis and developing strategies for appeal­
ing to the younger generation and for
growing the Religious Liberty Council, the
individual membership arm of the BJC.

Longer-range priorities include secur­
ing $10 million in endowment, the devel­
opment of policies that increase racial
diversity in BJC activities and the develop­
ment of educational resources for schools,
churches and other groups.

Directors approved a 1999 budget of
$878,000, which represents a 3 percent
increase over the $849,551 budget for 1998.

The BJC directors also approved a state­
ment calling on states to pass state
Religious Freedom Restoration Acts mod­
eled after the federal law that was partial­
ly invalidated by the U.S. Supreme Court 

in 1997 (See Page 3 sidebar).
The Supreme Court ruled that Congress

lacked the authority to require states to
enforce RFRA's high standard of protec­
tion for religious exercise. That decision
left religious liberty advocates turning to
states to enact their own laws to protect
religious practice from burdens imposed
by governmental actions. A

RFRA appeals court ruling
untouched by high court

The U.S. Supreme Court refused Oct. 5
to review an appeals court decision that
affirmed the applicability of the 1993
Religious Freedom Restoration Act at the
federal level.

In effect, the high court's action leaves
the decision supporting RFRA binding in
Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas,
Nebraska, North Dakota and South
Dakota — states within the jurisdiction of
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

RFRA bolsters protections for religious
practice by placing a heavy burden on the
government before it can interfere with
religious practices. In 1997, the high court
ruled that Congress lacked the authority to
impose RFRA on states and localities.
Since then, attorneys for religious groups
and the Clinton administration have
argued that RFRA still applies to the feder­
al government.

Lower courts had held that the tithes
given by Bruce and Nancy Young to
Crystal Evangelical Free Church during
the year before they filed bankruptcy
could be recovered by a bankruptcy
trustee. In 1996, the appeals court over­
turned the lower courts and ruled that
RFRA protected the Minnesota church. But
following the Supreme Court's partial
invalidation of RFRA, the appeals court
was ordered to reconsider its decision.

The appeals court then affirmed its ear­
lier decision that bankruptcy trustees may
not dip into church coffers to recover tithes
given by donors who later declare bank­
ruptcy. In that ruling, the appeals court
said that RFRA still applies to the federal
government and its laws.

J. Brent Walker, general counsel at the
Baptist Joint Committee, said that the
Supreme Court's refusal to review the case
"is not an outright affirmation of the 8th
Circuit's ruling, but it's the next best thing.
When given the chance to further limit the
reach of RFRA, the court declined the invi­
tation. The appeals court's ruling will be
persuasive authority throughout the
United States." A
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Coalitions a necessity to get
things done in Washington

O
ne of the
guiding prin­
ciples of life

in Washington is that
to get things done,
one must work in
coalition with others
who pursue the same
goal. Those who try
to go it alone are sim­
ply not very effec­
tive. The Baptist Joint

Committee often works with a number
of groups and persons with whom we
share a common goal — even though we
may disagree theologically and on other
public policy issues. The Baptist Joint
Committee has been and is purposely
inclusive in our work, as we seek to
ensure religious liberty for all.

This then begs the question: Are there
any limits to this participation? Would
we, for example, become allied with
Larry Flynt to fight a church-state battle?
After all, we are "known by the compa­
ny we keep," aren't we? But, on the
other hand, fair-minded people routine­
ly decry attempts to assign "guilt by
association." Where does one draw the
line?

It really depends on the nature of the
relationship. If it is more like a marriage
partnership or formal alliance — such as
the relationship we have with participat­
ing Baptist bodies — then we insist upon
a confluence of beliefs, values and
assumptions. However, where the rela­
tionship is more of a transitory network
or single-issue coalition, then with rare
exception all that we insist upon is an
agreement on goals.

For example, when we both endorse
the same religious liberty bill, I want to
work with the American Civil Liberties
Union. We may disagree with the
ACLU's position on other issues with
which the Baptist Joint Committee is not
dealing directly. We may also disagree
about the values and beliefs that inform
our devotion to religious freedom. We
say that religious liberty is a gift from
God. It is not just the result of toleration 

on the part of the state; the state is sim­
ply called upon to protect what is
already there. Others might believe that
religious liberty is not God-given or
even deny the existence of God, but rec­
ognize the importance of religious liber­
ty as a fundamental human right. We
can still work together to achieve the
greatest protection for religious free­
dom, whatever its source.

Indeed, it was primarily because colo­
nial free churchmen formed a powerful
political alliance with enlightenment
rationalists and deists that the First
Amendment was able to be passed. If
John Leland had been snooty about
working with Thomas Jefferson, who
knows whether or when our first free­
dom would have been ensconced in the
First Amendment.

This strategy is not only a sound tac­
tic, but it is theologically well-grounded.
The Great Commission compels us to go
into all the world — not just to people
who believe and behave as we do. Jesus
urged us to be "salt of the earth" and
"fight of the world." This means at least
that we must rub shoulders with those
with whom we disagree. Jesus showed
us how to do it, too. He ate and drank
with sinners, stayed in the house of
Zaccheus and associated with the
woman caught in adultery.

The stark reality that "all have
sinned" leaves us with no choice but to
work with fallen humanity. And we do
this all the time as we seek to advance
the Baptist Joint Committee's mission:
"To defend and extend God-given reli­
gious liberty for all, bringing a uniquely
Baptist witness to the principle that reli­
gion must be freely exercised, neither
advanced nor inhibited by govern­
ment."

But, no, don't look for the Baptist Joint
Committee to ever find common league
with Hustler magazine. A
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Quoting
State RFRAs are

needed because
individuals are often
substantially burdened
by laws that do not
explicitly target religion.
Zoning policies fre­
quently are applied in
ways that effectively
exclude certain minority
faiths from particular
residential areas or shut
down the community
ministries of houses of
worship. Government
rules are used to try to
force religious objectors
to take loyalty oaths as
a precondition of their
employment. Prosecut­
ing attorneys attempt to
force clergy to divulge
the contents of peni­
tents’ confessions.
Prison officials some­
times use state laws
prohibiting the carrying
of alcoholic beverages
into prison to try to
block the use of sacra­
mental wine in Catholic
services.

These “neutral, gen­
erally applicable” gov­
ernment rules and poli­
cies exact a painful
price from people of
faith. Without state
RFRAs, most of these
people are and will con­
tinue to be forced to
choose between break­
ing the law and keeping
their faith.

— Baptist Joint Committee

Statement

Oct. 6, 1998
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Baptist Joint
Committee

Supporting Bodies

♦ Alliance of Baptists
♦ American Baptist

Churches in the U.S.A.

♦ Baptist General
Conference

♦ Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship

♦ National Baptist
Convention of America

♦ National Baptist
Convention U.S.A. Inc.

♦ National Missionary
Baptist Convention

♦ North American Baptist
Conference

♦ Progressive National
Baptist Convention Inc.

♦ Religious Liberty Council

♦ Seventh Day Baptist
General Conference

♦ Southern Baptist state
conventions/churches
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the issue of religious liberty since she was
20 years old.

"For me, religious liberty and the sepa­
ration of church and state have had a face
and it's always been your face," she said.

At Wake Forest, Dunn will teach an
elective course titled "Christianity and
Public Policy," according to Bill J. Leonard,
dean of the divinity school.

"James Dunn is recognized inside and
outside the Baptist community as one of
the foremost analysts of church-state
issues in the United States," Leonard said.

"In his work at the Baptist Joint
Committee, James has faithfully articulat­
ed Baptist 'ways' of responding to matters
of religious liberty, justice and hope."

Dunn will be joined on the divinity
school faculty by renowned Hebrew schol­
ar Phyllis Trible; theologian Frank Tupper,
a former colleague of Leonard's at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Ky.; and church history and
spirituality expert Father Samuel Weber, a
Roman Catholic priest and Benedictine 

monk.
Leonard said the school will open with

35 students from a variety of denomina­
tional traditions and is expected to grow to
135-150 students within three years.

Named to the committee to work out
the details of Dunn's future role at the BJC
are Kevin Butler, editor of the Sabbath
Recorder, monthly magazine of the Gen­
eral Conference of Seventh Day Baptists;
Elaine Smith, an attorney at the U.S.
Treasury Department and past president
of American Baptist Churches in the
U.S.A.; Reginald McDonough, executive
director of the Baptist General Association
of Virginia; Suzii Paynter, an educational
development consultant from Austin, Tex­
as; and Lynn Bergfalk, senior minister of
Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, D.C.

In announcing his decision, Dunn said:
"There comes a time in every organization
for fresh faces, fresh ideas and a fresh start.
I am prayerfully convinced that that time
has come for the Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs." A
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Aidsand Wright-Riggins Executive Director, National Ministries, American Baptist
Churches in the U.S.A.

Daniel Weiss General Secretary, American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.
Elaine Smith Attorney, U.S. Treasury Department, Washington, D.C.
Daniel Vestal Coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
Marian Grant Member of the Religious Liberty Council, Raleigh, N.C.
Reginald McDonough Executive Director, Baptist General Association of Virginia
Patricia Ayres Tri-chair, Religious Liberty Council, Austin, Texas
Phil Strickland Director, Christian Life Commission of the Baptist General

Convention of Texas
Robert Ricker President, Baptist General Conference
Marvin Griffin Pastor, Ebenezer Baptist Church, Austin, Texas

• A representative from the North American Baptist Conference will be named later.
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