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♦ Susanna Pearce of Birm­
ingham, Ala., has begun an
internship with the Baptist
Joint Committee. She is a
1996 graduate of Berry Col­
lege in Rome, Ga., and will
begin doctoral studies in
political science at Trinity
College in Dublin, Ireland, in
October.

♦ Rep. John Dingell, D-
Mich., has asked Republican
House leaders for records
related to the ongoing contro­
versy over the House chap­
lain selection. GOP leaders
chose a Protestant minister
over a Catholic priest who
was the top choice of a bipar­
tisan House search panel.

♦ Prabhjot S. Kohli, a
Sikh from Catonsville, Md.,
won his bid to get Domino's
Pizza Inc. to alter its policy
forbidding employees from
wearing beards. A settlement
in a lawsuit allows employ­
ees who keep beards for
"bona fide religious beliefs"
to wear a beard net or other
restraint instead of shaving.

♦ Billy Graham took is­
sue with the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's recent ef­
forts to target certain faith
groups for evangelism dur­
ing a Fox News interview.
"I'm a Southern Baptist, and I
normally defend my denomi­
nation. I'm loyal to it. I
believe in them. They have
some of the finest people in
the world in our denomina­
tion. But I have never target­
ed Muslims. I have never tar­
geted Jews." A

Federal judge strikes down
Cleveland voucher program

A
 federal judge has ruled that
Cleveland's school voucher pro­
gram violates the constitutionally

required separation of church and state.
In a 61-page opinion, Judge Solomon

Oliver Jr. said the Cleveland program
results in govern­
ment indoctrination
of religious beliefs
and creates an incen­
tive to attend reli­
gious schools.

But Oliver stayed
his ruling pending
an appeal to the 6lh
U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals.

The Dec. 8 ruling 
noted heavy participation by religious
schools in the Cleveland program. Of the
56 schools registered in the program, 46
(82 percent) are sectarian schools, Oliver
said, adding that 96 percent of the 3,761
students participating in the program are
enrolled in sectarian schools.

"Students in the Voucher Program
have no meaningful choice between
attending sectarian or nonsectarian
schools," Oliver wrote. "That choice is
essentially made for them as a function of
the fact that almost all participating
schools are religious in nature," he said.

Oliver said a key issue is not whether
a student has other choices outside the
program but "whether, when one choos­
es a state program — perhaps over other
choices — he can exercise his options
within that program without being
steered toward a religious institution."

Oliver rejected arguments that the
Ohio voucher scheme is similar to aid
plans the Supreme Court has approved
in the past.

Unlike aid programs upheld by the
high court, Oliver said, "funds under the
Voucher Program flow to religious insti­
tutions, not as a result of the 'genuinely
independent private choices of aid recip­
ients,' but rather as a result of the very

nature of the Pro­
gram."

He said the pro­
gram violates the
separation of church
and state because it
results in govern­
ment indoctrination
of religious beliefs
and creates an incen­
tive to attend reli­
gious schools.

"Because of the overwhelmingly large
numbers of religious versus nonreligious
schools participating in the Voucher
Program, beneficiaries cannot make a
genuine, independent choice of what
school to attend," Oliver wrote. "A pro­
gram that is so skewed toward religion
necessarily results in indoctrination
attributable to the government and pro­
vides financial incentives to attend reli­
gious schools."

Baptist Joint Committee Executive
Director Brent Walker applauded Oliver
for "his careful refutation of the flawed
argument that voucher schemes do not
unconstitutionally promote religion."

Carole Shields, president of People For
the American Way, called Oliver's ruling
a victory for Ohio public school children
and the Constitution. "Taxpayer dollars
should be put to work in the public
schools where they belong and not be
used to subsidize someone's religion,"
said Shields, whose organization was
among those challenging the program. A
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“Students in the Voucher
Program have no meaningful
choice between attending
sectarian or nonsectarian
schools. ”

- Judge Solomon Oliver Jr.
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Church of
Sweden cutting
ties with state

After nearly 500
years as the state
church, the Church of
Sweden ended its ties
with the Swedish
government on New
Year's Day and will
now be treated like any
other church in the
Scandinavian country.

"The church's
identity as a people's
church will become
clearer when it's not
part of the state
apparatus," said the
Rev. Johan Dalman in
news reports Dec. 27.

The Church of
Sweden was a product
of the Protestant
Reformation of the 16th
century when its rulers
embraced Lutheranism.

Under the change,
approved by the
Swedish parliament in
1995, the church will no
longer be an organ of
the government and
children of church
members will no longer
be automatically
enrolled in the church.

While some changes
loosening ties between
the state and the church
have been implemented
since 1995, Jan. 1
marked a substantial
break. The church
became a separate legal
entity. Bishops will no
longer be appointed by
the government and the
church will no longer
receive tax money. A
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Dawson institute director
named BJC special counsel

Derek Davis, di­
rector of Baylor Uni­
versity's J.M. Dawson
Institute of Church-
State Studies in Waco,
Texas, is serving as
special counsel to the
Baptist Joint Commit­
tee for the year 2000.

Davis, who is also
editor of the Dawson
Institute's Journal of
Church and State, will

continue his full-time work at Baylor but
will work on special projects, such as writ­
ing amicus briefs, in coordination with the
BJC general counsel's office.

"I'm anxious to defend the Baptist tra­
dition of the separation of church and
state," Davis said. "I have come to think of
the Baptist Joint Committee as one of the
leading religious advocates in America."

Baylor University "cares very deeply
about religious liberty and the separation
of church and state as being the best guar­
antor of religious liberty. It's natural that
we should work closely together. I also
think that it's important that people realize
that the largest Baptist university in the
world and the BJC are working partners."

BJC General Counsel Melissa Rogers
said Davis "is the premier Baptist church­
state scholar in America, and I enthusiasti­
cally welcome his assistance with our
work."

Davis, 50, is a graduate of Baylor Law
School and holds a master's degree in
church-state studies from Baylor Univer­
sity and a doctorate in humanities from
the University of Texas in Dallas.

He is the author of Original Intent: Chief
Justice Rehnquist & the Course of American
Church-State Relations (1991) and Religion
and the Continental Congress: 1774-1789,
forthcoming in early 2000 by Oxford
University Press. He is the editor, co-editor
or co-author of eight other books. A

Religious freedom commission:
Chinese repression worsening

The U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom says religious repres­
sion in China has worsened over the past
weeks with the sentencing of several Falun
Gong and Christian leaders to prison.

"The exercise of state power in trying to
quash religious expression — including
arrests, imprisonment and the use of state­

run media to slander people because of
their religious practices, worship or teach­
ing — is alarming to all those who care
about religious freedom," said Rabbi
David Saperstein, chairman of the com­
mission. "This can only set back China's
current efforts to participate fully in a
world community committed to interna­
tional rights and liberties."

The commission was created to give
independent recommendations on issues
of religious freedom and persecution to
the executive branch and Congress.

Since the new year began, more than
100 practitioners of the outlawed Falun
Gong spiritual movement have been
detained, including those who participat­
ed in silent protests in Tiananmen Square,
according to the Information Center for
Human Rights and Democratic Move­
ment, based in Hong Kong.

Falun Gong — a blend of Buddhism,
Taoism and traditional Chinese exercise —
has been banned in China since July 1999.

Court hears Boston dispute
over Mormon construction

Nearly a year after residents of a subur­
ban Boston neighborhood first filed a law­
suit in protest of a Mormon temple being
constructed in their area, a federal appeals
court has heard their arguments.

At issue is a Massachusetts zoning law,
the Dover Amendment, which bars the
exclusion of churches, schools and certain
other institutions from residential zones.

Attorneys for the residents of the
upscale Belmont neighborhood say that
the law violates the Constitution by giving
an unfair advantage to religious groups.

"If an atheist group wanted to build the
same thing the Mormons wanted to, they
couldn't do it," said Mark White, an attor­
ney for the residents who filed the suit.

Neighbors whose property abuts the
site say the 69,000-square-foot building,
which will feature a 139-foot-tall steeple,
will tower over the quiet suburb.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (LDS) defends its construction
of the temple, even as the neighbors
demand the structure, 80 percent complet­
ed, be tom down.

Last June, a federal judge denied the
neighbors' claims, prompting them to file
the appeal. No immediate decision is
expected in the appeal. Several religious
organizations, including the Seventh-day
Adventists and the Baptist Joint Commit­
tee, filed a friend-of-the-court brief in sup­
port of the Dover amendment. A



Evangelicals should be champions,
not critics, of church-state separation

T
o deflect the
clamor for more
gun control after

the Colorado school
massacre, the U.S.
House of Represent­
atives passed an
amendment declaring
that the Tenth Amend­

ment of the Constitution permits the
posting of the Ten Commandments on
public property, especially schools. The
proposal awaits action by a conference
committee. Since it constitutes a religious
act, it warrants a theological response
from at least one point of view.

If this provision stays in the final
measure, the printing presses will start
rolling with various translations of the
Ten Commandments. Religious leaders,
including my fellow evangelicals, will
show up at school board meetings to
advocate posting as a cure-all for vio­
lence in the schools. But the idea that Ten
Commandments on walls will change
minds and hearts, is naive and ill-
advised for a number of reasons.

First, this token action will misdirect
appropriate responses to violence by tak­
ing the pressure off parents who must
assume responsibility for the behavior of
their children. If kids lack moral charac­
ter when they reach school, there is very
little that the school can do to significant­
ly remedy the damage. Character is
homemade.

Second, the Congress doesn't have the
authority to interpret the Constitution,
and the posting of the Ten Command­
ments is a violation of my First Amend­
ment right to freedom of religion. This is
the amendment that was first advocated
by evangelical Christians, who won the
crucial support of Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison because evangelicals
were being victimized by the state
churches of the day. Without separation
of church and state, the discrimination
against evangelical Christians would
have continued for decades after the
adoption of the Constitution.

Evangelical Christians should be the
champions — and not the critics — of the
First Amendment requirement for sepa­
ration of church and state. When the

chips are down, we are still a minority in
the United States and may well need the
protection of the First Amendment down
the road.

Third, official posting of the Ten
Commandments not only violates the
religious beliefs of certain minorities in
society but, as far as I am concerned, it
also obfuscates the real meaning of New
Testament Christianity. Government
nationalization of the Ten Command­
ments promoted the heretical idea that
civic religion and Christian faith are
somewhat synonymous. From my evan­
gelical perspective, Christianity cannot
be nationalized or even institutionalized.

It is my view that anybody who
knows and understands the New
Testament also knows and understands
that being a Christian is a commitment of
faith that cannot be made for a person by
the government, the Elks, the school dis­
trict or a church.

Furthermore, the posting of the Ten
Commandments in a secular society vio­
lates my belief that becoming a Christian
begins first with repentance, then faith in
Jesus Christ and then obedience. Without
personal repentance and faith, obedience
to the Ten Commandments posted on the
schoolroom walls is meaningless.

By aggressively promoting the Ten
Commandments, evangelical Christians
are conveying the impression to nonbe­
lievers and nonevangelical Christians
that Christianity consists of rules and
regulations without reference to the pre­
requisites of repentance and faith.

For the infinitesimal good that the
posting of the Ten Commandments
would do, it is hardly worth shifting the
responsibility for morals from parents,
adding to the credibility of civil religion,
violating the Constitution and misrepre­
senting Christianity. The First Amend­
ment should protect my right to pursue
Christian evangelism without the gov­
ernment confusing the theological issues
involved.

Lloyd Omdahl is a former North Dakota lieu­
tenant governor and professor of political sci­
ence at the University of North Dakota. He
attends Grace Baptist Church in Grand
Forks, N.D.
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Thanks to you there will
always be a BJC.

You demonstrate once
again your confidence in the
Baptist Joint Committee. We
are over the goal of “A
Million by the Millennium.”

Coal

Your watchdog for reli­
gious liberty speaks up when
public policy people threat­
en church-state separation.
It’s a good investment.

As I amble through transi­
tion toward retirement with
many of you, we cling to
basic Baptist soul freedom.
With wills, trusts and gifts,
let’s build a big enough
endowment to guarantee
there will always be a BJC.

Thanks for what you give.
But, more, thanks for who
you are.

- James M. Dunn
President

Baptist Joint Committee

Endowment
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Supporting Bodies

♦ Alliance of Baptists

♦ American Baptist Churches
in the U.S.A.

♦ Baptist General Conference

♦ Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship

♦ National Baptist Convention
of America

♦ National Baptist Convention
U.S.A. Inc.

♦ National Missionary
Baptist Convention

♦ North American Baptist
Conference

♦ Progressive National Baptist
Convention Inc.

♦ Religious Liberty Council

♦ Seventh Day Baptist General
Conference

♦ Southern Baptist state
conventions/churches
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Just Generosity
A New Vision for Overcoming
Poverty in America
Ronald J. Sider (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker
Books, 1999) 267 pp.

'~~7 T Tow would you feel if you
ffi-A J. -Lwere a poor person living

“ in the richest nation on earth
and knew your comfortable

'-------- ' neighbors simply did not care
enough to offer you real oppor­

tunity? Ronald J. Sider, the author of Just
Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming
Poverty in America, asked himself this very
question in an effort to better understand
the plight of the 36 million Americans who
are living in poverty.

In his new book, Sider explains to his
readers different components of poverty,
and then addresses the need for imple­
menting new solutions. Sider believes that
fighting poverty is the responsibility of all
Christians, and reminds us that there is a
biblical basis for this call to action.

Sider begins his book with a definition
and description of the poor in America. A
typical poor family consists of a single
mother trying to feed and care for her fam­
ily. Many believe that in recent decades
governmental programs have created a
cycle in which living with government
assistance is a way of life. Sider explains
"what poverty looks like" to his readers
and then systematically explains various
solutions he believes will better alleviate
this problem.

After a brief overview, Sider delves into
aspects of each individual solution. Sider
believes in an inclusive and complete
answer, and by explaining each solution,
he encourages the reader to investigate the

positive qualities of all scenarios. Having
studied poverty and welfare myself, I
wholeheartedly agree with his suggestion
of using better tax incentives to help pull
these struggling Americans out of poverty.
This type of solution is also one that the
government has the power to implement,
and can be more easily adapted to society.

For all his good intentions, Sider stum­
bles when it comes to church-state issues.
He includes controversial and wronghead­
ed solutions such as education vouchers
and charitable choice provisions. Of
course, education is important in eliminat­
ing poverty, but vouchers are unconstitu­
tional and destructive of public schools; of
course, faith-based organizations should
be involved in fighting poverty, but using
pervasively sectarian organizations to dis­
tribute governmental assistance violates
the separation of church and state.

Sider's impassioned plea describes the
responsibility that we as Christians should
take to make our nation a great place for
all. As children, we grow up thinking that
our life choices are endless, but for those
that cannot feed a family of four on a min­
imum wage salary, these hopes and
dreams quickly fade. Legislators, scholars
and others dedicated to addressing pover­
ty should read Sider's new book, but
should not buy into his errant views on the
proper relationship between church and
state.

— Denise Edwards
BJC Intern
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