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♦ Paula Clayton Demp­
sey, campus minister at Mars
Hill College in North Caro­
lina, was recently elected
president of the Alliance of
Baptists. The Alliance is a
supporting body of the Bap­
tist Joint Committee.

♦ Stan Hastey, executive
director of the Alliance of
Baptists, told those attending
the group's annual meeting
that the American founders'
bold experiment to separate
church and state has benefit-
ted both institutions. "We
should revel in it, not revile
our first freedom," he said.
"It is based, after all, on the
first axiom of true religion,
that the conscience is free."

♦ Steven T. McFarland,
executive director of the U.S.
Commission on International
Religious Freedom, urged
lawmakers to vote against
granting China permanent
trade benefits. "A grant of
permanent normal trade rela­
tions status at this juncture
could be seen by Chinese
people struggling for reli­
gious freedom as an aban­
donment of their cause at a
moment of great difficulty/'
he said.

♦ Barry Lynn, executive
director of Americans United
for Separation of Church and
State, filed a complaint with
the Internal Revenue Service
alleging that a Jerry Falwell
Ministries fund-raising letter
violates the federal tax code's
ban on partisan politicking
by tax-exempt groups. A

Church-state separation helps
religion, rally speakers assert

A
 hand-held sign summed up the
sentiments of speakers and partic­
ipants at a rally on the East Lawn

of the U.S. Capitol: "The day we lose sep­
aration of church and state, start saying
your prayers."

The May 9 rally sponsored by the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
was designed to show sup­
port for church-state separa­
tion. Speakers included a
Jesuit priest, a Baptist minis­
ter and a 17-year-old stu­
dent who won a lawsuit
against a public school dis­
trict that forced students to
participate in Bible lessons.

Brent Walker, executive
director of the Baptist Joint
Committee, invoked the
words of George W. Truett,
who addressed a large 
crowd on the Capitol's East Steps 80
years earlier — May 16,1920.

Quoting Truett, Walker said, "Our
contention is not for mere toleration, but
for absolute liberty.... It is not the prerog­
ative of any power, whether civil or eccle­
siastical, to compel conformity to any
religious creed or form of worship, or
payment of taxes for the support of a reli­
gious organization."

Walker asked the crowd, "Can you
believe a Baptist preacher said that 80
years ago? Some of them today could do
well to go back and read that again."
Walker said he wanted ADL supporters
"to see the face of a Baptist that may be
different from the kind you are used to
seeing."

"Despite what you may have heard
from many pseudo-Baptists, belief in the
separation of church and state has been a 

hallmark of Baptists for nearly four cen­
turies," he added.

Robert Drinan, a Jesuit priest who also
served in Congress during the Watergate
scandal, criticized efforts to fund reli­
gious social services and education
through tax dollars.

Drinan said the 3,000 bishops meeting
35 years ago at the second
Vatican Council "rejected
the traditional teaching that
government should aid reli­
gious bodies carrying out
their faith-based mission."
He said Vatican II also stat­
ed, "A wrong is done when
government imposes upon
its people, by force or fear or
other means, the profession
or repudiation of any reli­
gion."

Also addressing the rally
was Karla DeAmicis, who was forced to
study the Bible as an eighth-grader in
Lampasas, Texas. She won a lawsuit
against the local school district when a
federal judge ruled in 1996 that the les­
sons violated the Constitution.

DeAmicis, a Christian, said students
were given quizzes and worksheets on
the Bible and were often told their inter­
pretations of stories about Moses and
Jesus were wrong. "Everything that I had
treasured since I was a child — the things
that I had learned in my church — she
was telling me I was wrong," DeAmicis
said.

The straight-A student said her grades
began to drop for no reason but no one in
the school would listen to her concerns.
DeAmicis contacted the ADL, which sup­
ported the family in the successful law­
suit. A



Alliance of Baptists
adopts statement
commending BJC

The Alliance of
Baptists adopted a

statement April 28
commending the work of
the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee in defense of
religious liberty and the
separation of church and
state.

"Its reputation as a
courageous voice for our
nation’s first freedom has
been well-earned
through careful research,
trustworthy communi­
cation, and diligent
work,” said the
statement adopted
during the Alliance of
Baptists’ annual
convocation in Austin,
Texas.

The statement
reaffirmed the Alliance’s
Covenant commitment
to “the principle of a free
church in a free state
and the opposition to
any effort by either
church or state to use
the other for its own
purposes.”

The statment offered
the support of the
Alliance to Baptist Joint
Committee initiatives “at
every level of govern­
ment - federal, state and
local - and in all
branches of government
- executive, legislative,
and judicial." A
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Religious liberty panel’s report
urges U.S. foreign policy shifts

A new religious freedom panel is urging
Congress and the Clinton administration
to enact more than 40 initiatives and sanc­
tions aimed at bolstering religious free­
dom in the Sudan, China and Russia.

At a May 1 press conference to unveil its
first report, David Saper-
stein, chairman of the U.S.
Commission on Inter­
national Religious Free­
dom, said that religious
freedom is "under serious
threat" in parts of the
world. The commission
was established under the
1998 International Relig­
ious Freedom Act.

Saperstein, executive 
director of the Religious Action Center of
Reform Judaism, said the 10-member
panel tried to outline recommendations
that were "do-able." But at least two of the
recommendations in the 80-page report
have already come under attack.

State Department officials quickly criti­
cized a commission proposal to deny
China permanent normal trade status until
"substantial improvements" are made in
the area of religious freedom, saying the
move would "not advance the cause of
religious freedom in China."

One member of the commission includ­
ed her dissent to another proposal in the
text of the report. Laila Al-Marayati, past
president of the Women's Muslim League,
opposed a recommendation to provide
"non-lethal aid" to opposition groups in
Sudan unless the government improves its
record in religious freedom.

She said the aid would likely go to the
Sudanese People's Liberation Army, which
has a history of its own human rights
abuses.

Saperstein responded that if the SPLA
does not meet certain human rights crite­
ria, it would not receive aid under the
commission's proposal.

The panel confined recommendations
to three countries because of a delay in
funding and in the appointment of mem­
bers to the commission. President Clinton
named the final members in May 1999.

Saperstein called China and the Sudan
"countries in which there are systematic,
egregious, ongoing manifestations of reli­
gious persecution." While Russia has
made headway on religious freedom in the
post-communist era, it was targeted
because it is seen as a litmus test for the

new independent states that were formed
in the wake of the collapse of the Soviet
empire, he added.

The report, along with a 150-page com­
panion piece, was the culmination of work
since the panel first met in June 1999. The
panel has held several hearings, traveled
to southern Sudan and other places,
reviewed State Department reports and

met with human rights
and church groups.

Saperstein said com­
mission members tried to
visit China, but Chinese
authorities have yet to
respond to their request
for visas.

The commission criti­
cized the State Depart­
ment for withholding cer­
tain documents relating to 

the application of economic sanctions on
Sudan. The commission said the State
Department has also prevented access to
cables from U.S. embassies around the
globe, which could help the panel confirm
reports of abuses.

In an interview with Associated Baptist
Press, Robert Seiple, the State Depart­
ment's ambassador-at-large for interna­
tional religious freedom, said the cable
problem is not an attempt to withhold
information. "It's a problem of logistics,"
he said. "We'll find a way to do it because
it's right."

Seiple applauded the commission's
work and said that many of the recom­
mendations should be embraced by the
administration.

But statements by Seiple and Harold
Koh, assistant secretary for Democracy,
Human Rights and Labor, also noted that
"the report contains a number of recom­
mendations with which we disagree."

Denying permanent normal trade rela­
tions to China would not prevent Chinese
entry into the World Trade Organization,
they contended. "What it would do is de­
prive the U.S. of the full economic benefits
of China's market-opening commitments,
and severely restrict our ability to positive­
ly influence the course of events in China."

Seiple acts as the 10th, nonvoting mem­
ber of the commission. However, he said
he did not attend the unveiling of the
report because he knew the focus would
be on a few points of disagreement instead
of the hard work of the commission. "Why
rain on their parade?" he asked.

Seiple said the State Department is in
the process of carefully reviewing the com­
mission's recommendations. A



Despite silly second-guessing,
soul liberty still vital for Baptists

Human personality is
the only adequate medi­
um for the self-revela­
tion of a personal God.

— E.Y. Mullins

T
hat idea could
be seen as the
starting point

for Edgar Young
Mullins' teaching of
the competency of the 

soul in religion under God.
Al Mohler, now president of Southern

Baptist Theological Seminary, misreads
Mullins. He has turned his revisionism
into a crusade. Mohler says that Mullins,
influenced by "liberals," "infected"
Southern Baptist with the doctrine of soul
competency.

We must stand against this silly sec­
ond-guessing because: 1) voluntariness in
religion is shared by many (maybe most)
persons of faith; 2) the idea of religious
liberty is rooted in this reality; and 3) "if
the vision of E.Y. Mullins [which was also
the stance of John Milton and Roger
Williams]... abandons the United States
forever, then more than our spiritual
democracy will be threatened." (Harold
Bloom, America's leading literary critic,
makes this point in his book, The
American Religion.)

Why in the world would Mohler
downplay this underlying assumption of
Christianity? Maybe he does not believe
that Baptist life and faith are centered on
the voluntary principle in religion.
Perhaps he has simply missed the sub­
stantial agreement that soul liberty, free­
dom of the will, the right and responsibil­
ity of private judgment are a (maybe the)
distinctive Baptist contribution to the
world's thought.

Or, could it be that he, like others, sees
Mullins' magnificent theological contribu­
tion as mere political expediency, a suc­
cessful attempt to help Baptists hang
together and move away from a restricted
racist and regional past? For me, The
Axioms of Religion, drat displays Mullins'
vision, is not so much a conscious com­
promise as a clarification of what free and
faithful Baptists have always thought.

Mullins offered a restatement of faith in
the language of his day. He argued for
Baptist self-respect and held up an identi­
ty, a mission for mainstream Baptists.

Is it possible that Mohler actually be­
lieves that Mullins fostered an auto­
nomous individualism in which each per­
son's hat is that individual's church?
Mullins is often quoted as saying, "Indi­
vidualism alone is inadequate because
man is more than individual. He is a
social being." Whatever Mohler's
motives, it is neither possible nor desir­
able to maintain rigid doctrinal uniformi­
ty. It is clear that Mohler does not see the­
ology as an interpretation of religion
which is a matter of experience, knowing
God, acquaintance with God. Rather,
Mohler wants a package of propositions
required of all believers. Mullins had little
patience with theology as a "system of
philosophy," "abstract intellectualism."

No, it is clear that young Dr. Mohler
attacks Mullins and soul freedom because
he understands that soul competency
destroys his type of fundamentalism.
Harold Bloom says personal interpreta­
tion of scripture "vaporizes" the weird
metaphor of a "literal" or "inerrant" read­
ing of the Bible.

What honest conservatives may not see
is that Mohlerian creedalism trashes the
applied theology of W.T. Conner and T.B.
Maston. It dumps the doctrines of Harold
W. Tribble and the experiential encounters
of Wayne Oates. It dismisses the evangel­
istic emphases of J.B. Gambrell and L.R.
Scarborough. It makes light of the mis­
sions and ministries of Fannie Heck and
Annie Armstrong, who shaped the work
of Baptist women based on soul liberty
and social justice. It denies the very heart­
beat of Walter Rauschenbush and Edwin
Dahlberg, who shared Mullins' vision. It
denigrates the personalistic theology of
Martin Luther King Jr.

In short, the Mohler approach turns
away from most of the best in Baptist life.
He slights the right and responsibility of
private judgment. He overlooks the
importance of experiential religion. In
attacking Mullins, he rejects the single
most important shaper of Baptist thought
in the 20th century. A

Quoting
“The result [of E.Y.
Mullins' emphasis on ‘soul
competency’] was an
autonomous individualism
that has infected the
Southern Baptist Con­
vention, and now wide­
spread has infected evan­
gelicalism to this day."

- R. Albert Mohler Jr.
President

Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

"There are certain basic
things generally held by
Baptists today as through
past years. But underlying
all of them has been the
principle of soul compe­
tency in religion.”

- Herschel Hobbs
Pastor

First Baptist Church,
Oklahoma City

1949-1971

Note: For more about the
Mullins legacy, see:

Review and Expositor
Vol. 96, No. 1,
Winter 1999

RO. Box 6681
Louisville, Ky.
40206-0681

Telephone and fax:
(502) 327-8347
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House majority whip proposes
'counterattack’ to push religion

House Majority Whip Tom DeLay pro­
posed "a very aggressive counterattack"
against those who he believes have
banned religion from public places if
Republicans win the White House and a
greater congressional majority.

In a speech May 4, DeLay, R-Texas, sug­
gested that Congress should add two anti-
religious discrimination measures to
spending bills, The Washington Post report­
ed.

One would permit religious institutions
and groups to get federal funds. He said
that would make it easier for Catholic
schools to receive government funds with­
out excessive oversight from federal offi­
cials or for parents to use tax credits to pay
for their children's private religious educa­
tion.

The other measure would forbid states 

and schools receiving public money from
banning private voluntary prayer and reli­
gious activities.

"What we need is simply a return to the
healthy appreciation for religion that has
always sustained the nation," said DeLay.
"Government can't enforce religious teach­
ings or doctrines of specific faiths. But at
the same time, federal power must not be
distorted into a wedge that splits the vast
majority of Americans from the sacred
ideals that guide their lives."

The Rev. Barry Lynn, executive director
of the Washington, D.C.-based Americans
United for Separation of Church and State,
said he thinks DeLay's speech shows his
"unparalleled ignorance" of the law.

"His idea for additional government
support for religion is clearly unconstitu­
tional/' Lynn told Religion News Service.
"Vouchers have failed almost every court
test. And no one is trying to prohibit pri­
vate voluntary prayer." A

Please Join Us
For the annual Religious Liberty Council luncheon

Friday, June 30, in Orlando, Fla.

With the 2000 elections approaching and religion playing a large role in the politi­
cal debate, the RLC is planning a panel discussion on the proper relationship
between religion and politics. Among those who will participate are RLC members
Carole Shields, past president of People For the American Way, and Hal Bass, pro­
fessor of political science at Ouachita Baptist University. We also will honor Grady
Cothen, one of the RLC’s founders, for his incredible contribution to the religious
liberty work of the Baptist Joint Committee.

For more information, contact Wanda Henry (202/544-4226 or
Wanda_Henry@bjcpa.org).
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