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♦ Robert Seiple, head of
the Office of International Re­
ligious Freedom at the State
Department, is resigning to
begin a think tank at Eastern
College in Philadelphia. "I
think I did what I came here
to do," said Seiple, who was
appointed to the post by
President Clinton in 1998. A
past president of World Vis­
ion International, Seiple said
he put "the railroad tracks in
place" for the new federal
office but that he now can be
more effective in promoting
religious freedom from out­
side the State Department.

♦ Cuban President Fidel
Castro met recently with
Baptist leaders after the Bap­
tist World Alliance General
Council adopted a resolution
encouraging "initiatives to
ease sanctions on food and
medicine affecting the people
of Cuba." BWA President
Denton Lotz said the leaders
were able to tell Castro that
"Baptists believe in the sepa­
ration of church and state and
are concerned about the spir­
itual conversion of people."

♦ Father Frank Pavone,
national director of Priests
for Life, defended his organi­
zation's planned anti-abor­
tion ad campaign before the
November elections. Barry
Lynn of Americans United
for Separation of Church and
State had charged that the
campaign may violate feder­
al tax law. But Pavone said,
"We know the tax law and
we fully intend to obey it." A

Lawmakers introduce bill to ease
zoning restrictions on churches

L
ocal governments' ability to restrict
houses of worship through zoning
regulations would be limited in a

bill just introduced in Congress.
The "Religious Land Use and Institu­

tionalized Persons Act" would also give
people in prisons, hospitals and group
homes greater protec­
tion for religious ex­
ercise.

The measure was
introduced July 13 in
the House of Repre­
sentatives by Rep.
Charles Canady, R-
Fla., and co-spon­
sored by Reps. Jerrold
Nadler, D-N.Y., and
Chet Edwards, D-
Texas. It was intro­
duced in the Senate by Sens. Orrin Hatch,
R-Utah, and Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.
Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle, D-
S.D., is also a co-sponsor.

Supporters hope the bill will move
quickly through both houses, which are
nearing a month-long recess followed by
only a few weeks remaining before the
106th Congress ends its term. Observers
believe it would pass if voted on this
term.

It is backed by a coalition of both con­
servative and liberal groups that have
worked together on previous efforts to
bolster religious liberty.

While the bill would not exempt
churches from zoning regulations, it
would require zoning officials to have a
compelling reason to restrict religious
exercise and to treat religious applicants
at least as well as secular ones.

Melissa Rogers, general counsel for
the Baptist Joint Committee, said com­

munities have used zoning laws to
restrict the size of churches and hours
they are allowed to operate, as well as to
exclude minority faiths. Ironically, she
noted, authorities have often treated non­
religious entities better than churches.

"A home Bible study or prayer gather­
ing should be treated
with at least as much
dignity as a Tupper­
ware party or a back­
yard barbecue," Rog­
ers said.

The BJC chairs a
coalition of 60 diverse
organizations urging
Congress to support
the bill.

The coalition first
came together to help 

pass a 1993 law that restored religious
liberties stripped in a Supreme Court rul­
ing. After the high court ruled parts of
that law unconstitutional, the coalition
fell apart over another broad religious
liberty protection bill that passed only in
the House.

The new bill reunites the diverse
groups by focusing on two areas where
the majority of conflicts between religion
and government arise — zoning laws
and the religious rights of those in insti­
tutions such as prisons.

Bill sponsors cited instances of city
officials seeking to limit the number of
worshippers at churches and pressuring
houses of worship to close soup kitchens.

"Our goal in proposing this legislation
is to reach a reasonable and sound bal­
ance between respecting the compelling
interests of government and protecting
the ability of people to freely exercise
their religion," Kennedy said. A



IRS issues
election-year
warning

Churches and other tax-
exempt organizations

should keep voter-educa­
tion efforts within Internal
Revenue Service guidelines
and must refrain from sup­
porting or opposing any
candidate for public office.

That was the message
delivered July 5 in an IRS
advisory to charities. The
IRS stated that 501 (c)(3)
organizations, including
churches, cannot endorse
or oppose any candidate
for public office. They also
may not "engage in fund
raising, distribute state­
ments, or become involved
in any other activities that
may be beneficial or detri­
mental to any candidate.”

But the IRS noted that
the impropriety of such
activity depends on the
facts and circumstances in
each case. “For example,
organizations may sponsor
debates or forums to edu­
cate voters. If the debate
or forum shows a prefer­
ence for or against a cer­
tain candidate, however, it
becomes a prohibited
activity,” the IRS stated.

An organization that
violates the electioneering
ban could lose its tax-
exempt status or be sub­
jected to an excise tax on
the amount of money
spent on the activity.

In cases of flagrant vio­
lation of the law, the IRS
warned that it has author­
ity to make an “immediate
determination and assess­
ment of tax."

In addition, contribu­
tions to organizations that
lose their tax-exempt sta­
tus because of political
activities are not deduct­
ible by donors for federal
income tax purposes. A

Clinton signs law to clarify
church health plan status

Insurance companies wishing to pro­
vide services for denominational health
plans need not fear state regulations under
a law signed by President Clinton July 10.

The Church Plan Parity and Entang­
lement Prevention Act clarifies that church
health plans are considered "single em­
ployer" rather than "multiple employer"
plans. It also minimizes states' regulatory
reach over church benefit programs.

Lawmakers and religious leaders said
the measure was needed because the
ambiguous status of church plans made
health insurance providers wary of violat­
ing state laws by offering them.

Supporters of the measure included the
Church Alliance, a group of 32 denomina­
tional benefit programs. In 1974, the
alliance won an exemption for church pro­
grams from the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act. But this exemption
left the status of church plans ambiguous.

Sumner Grant, executive director of the
Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board
of American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.,
said the law "is a very important piece of
legislation for the church-benefit commu­
nity." He said it clarifies that church plans,
such as those run by ABC "are not insur­
ance companies for state law purposes."

Grant said many health service
providers "have been reluctant to do busi­
ness with our health plans for fear that
they themselves may violate state insur­
ance rules. This law clears all of that up."

The Baptist principle of autonomy of
the local church also played a role in the
matter, Grant said. If die M&M Board had
been willing to call itself a single employer
and not an association of churches, it
would have made it much easier to meet
state insurance requirements. "But for
Baptists," Grant noted, giving up that dis­
tinction "is a problem." A

‘Charitable choice' amendment
falls three votes short in Senate

A rider to a Senate tax bill that would
have made it easier for religious organiza­
tions to receive federal money for provid­
ing social services fell three votes short of
passage.

The failed amendment to a bill aimed at
phasing out estate and gift taxes is the lat­
est of several recent attempts by lawmak­
ers to tack on so-called "charitable choice"
measures to legislative initiatives.

Sponsored by Sen. Rick Santorum, R-
Pa., the amendment would have provided
aid to low-income communities, including
a broad provision to fund the religious
ministries of houses of worship.

While a majority of senators approved
the amendment, it failed to gain a required
three-fifths majority by three votes, 57-40.

Supporters of charitable choice —
which include both leading presidential
candidates — say faith-based programs
are more effective than others in areas such
as drug treatment, juvenile mentoring and
welfare services. But opponents say giving
tax dollars to sectarian groups violates the
separation of church and state and opens
the door for government regulation of
houses of worship.

During debate over the Santorum rider,
Sen. Spencer Abraham, R-Mich., said that
religious-based organizations should "be
able to compete on equal grounds with
non-religious organizations" without com­
promising their religious mission.

But Sen. Charles Robb, D-Va., said faith­
based groups should not receive federal
money as long as they are allowed to dis­
criminate in hiring practices. "This cham­
ber has fought for the last 40 years to elim­
inate discrimination," he said. "I simply
cannot support legislation that turns back
that clock." A

ACLU of Kentucky files suit
over Ten Commandments

The American Civil Liberties Union of
Kentucky has filed suit challenging a state
law requiring the placement of a Ten
Commandments monument outside the
state Capitol in Frankfort.

"It's not proper for legislators to vote
for something he or she knows is uncon­
stitutional because it is popular," said
ACLU general counsel David Friedman at
a news conference July 10.

Rep. Tom Riner, D-Louisville, who
authored the final version of Senate Joint
Resolution 57, said the suit did not sur­
prise him. "This is part of a systematic cam­
paign by the ACLU to denigrate God in
the classroom and in public life," he said.

The resolution directs the Finance
Cabinet to place a monument with the Ten
Commandments inscribed on it near tire
floral clock on the grounds of the Capitol.
The 7-foot-high structure was once dis­
played in an obscure corner of the grounds
but has been in storage since 1988 when it
was removed to make room for the Capitol
complex's heating and cooling plant. A



Soul freedom nothing but new
name for profound word: faith

B
aptists in the
news cause
Baptists and

non-baptists to ask,
what is a "Baptist,"
anyway?

In 1908, E. Y.
Mullins set out "the
doctrine of soul's
competency in reli­
gion under God as
the distinctive histori­

cal significance of Baptists." What I'm
calling "soul freedom" is the capacity to
deal directly with God, nothing but a new
name for a profound word: faith. That's
what marks a Baptist..

Karl Barth got in the act visiting with
Louie D. Newton in 1958. He said, "How
I thank God for Mullins ... Mullins gave
the world a mighty phrase — the compe­
tency of the soul." Soul freedom feeds the
heart hunger found in millions of persons
seeking immediacy in religion.

Yet, the business section of The New
York Times, June 15, 2000, ran an article by
Virginia Postrel on the Southern Baptist
declaration "that the Bible bars women
from serving as pastors." Ms. Postrel is
the author of The Future and Its Enemies,
an apt label for some Baptists. Even the
death-rattle defiance of propositionally
propped up fundamentalism against
women pastors is, in an odd way, evi- .
dence of the universal heart hunger for
soul freedom.

Baptists have historically held that reli­
gious liberty and all human rights are
rooted in the recognition of soul liberty.
When anyone's religious freedom is
denied, everyone's religious freedom is
endangered.

The Baptist basic, soul freedom,
describes authentic religion as:

1. Personal. Human personality is the
only adequate medium for the self-revela­
tion of a personal God. Frank Louis
Mauldin sums it up. "Truth is greater
than truths. It is not about something. For
truth is reality and reality is someone: It is
the person of the Living God and of Jesus
Christ come near."

2. Social. The competence of the indi­
vidual before God does not slight
Christianity. Without individual autono­

my there can be no authentic community.
Soul freedom spawns a striving for social
justice. The very idea that each human
being is made in the image of God invests
in every single individual such transcen­
dent worth that any difference between
this one and that fades into nothingness
by comparison.

3. Experiential. We more often act our
way into believing than believe our way
into acting.

4. Voluntary. As Glenn Hinson writes,
"To be authentic and responsible, faith
must be free. Obedience to God must be
voluntary, or it is not obedience."
Voluntary refigion, in Baptist eyes, is the
only valid religion.

5. Pluralistic. Pluralism does not mean
moral relativism. One keeps values and
identity living amongst other values that
one can neither destroy nor approve. Bill
Moyers on his "Genesis" television series
said, "Differences between faiths are real,
not to be papered over for nicety's sake,
but people with deep, intractable differ­
ences can teach and learn from each other.
We grasp what Emerson meant when he
said, 'We measure all religions by their
civilizing power.'"

6. Androgynous. Real Baptists do not
believe that any mortal can tell God
whom He may call to ministry. Bill J.
Leonard anticipated the awful end of
authentic baptistness. The first Southern
Baptist Convention defended slavery, yet,
"even the most rabid ... fundamentalist
must admit that slavery is not a divinely
ordained practice. Yet, here we go again."
Now a practical misogyny is "God's will"
for one breed of Baptists speaking for
God. Leonard went on, "To his everlast­
ing credit, Paul sowed the seeds of our
maturity, perhaps without realizing the
full implication of his vision. In Galatians
3:28 he wrote:'... there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.'"

George W. Truett was right in a speech
on the East Steps of the U.S. Capitol, May
16,1920:

"The right to private judgment is the
crown jewel of humanity, and for any per­
son or institution to dare to come between
the soul and God is a blasphemous im­
pertinence and a defamation of the crown
rights of the son of God." A

Tax form allowing
ministers’ return
to Social Security
now available

The Internal Revenue
Service has made available
the form allowing pastors
and other religious minis­
ters to re-enter the Social
Security program that,
among other benefits,
provides seniors with
Medicare health coverage.

Ministers who previous­
ly opted out of Social
Security because of reli­
gious objections but now
want to re-enter must file
Form 2031 by April 15,
2002. They can elect to
make their re-entry effec­
tive in tax year 2000 or
2001 by filing the form
titled “Revocation of
Exemption From Self-
Employment Tax for Use
by Ministers, Members of
Religious Orders, and
Christian Science Practi­
tioners.”

If pastors elect to re­
enter in 2000, however,
they will be liable for self­
employment taxes this
year. Ministers who previ­
ously opted out of the
program should file Form
2031 before filing their
tax returns for the year
they wish to make re-entry
effective.

They can obtain the
two-page form along with
its instructions online at
www.irs.gov in the forms
and publications section.

Ministers have long
been able to exempt
themselves from paying
Social Security taxes if
they object to the pro­
gram on religious grounds.

Congress opened a
temporary two-year win­
dow for ministers wishing
to re-enter the program in
a measure approved in
November 1999. A

http://www.irs.gov
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Genesis and the Millennium:
An Essay on Religious Pluralism
in the Twenty-first Century
By Bill Moyers, Edited by Derek H. Davis,
J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State
Studies, Waco, Texas, 2000, 75 pp.

' - | \ eligion in America has
1^ changed. A nation once

/ / JL Vdominated by Protes-
£•/ tants is now home to a growing
'-------- ' number of Muslims, Jews, Bud­

dhists, and countless other reli­
gions. How do we, as people of faith, live
together in peace? Journalist Bill Moyers
addresses the question of pluralism in
Genesis and the Millennium: An Essay on
Religious Pluralism in the Twenty-first
Century.

Beginning the essay with a discussion
of "pre-millennium tension," Moyers says
"the eve of a new millennium is a daunt­
ing time to try to make sense of things."
The new millennium, however, is the ideal
time to "live learned lives of faith and
value in a world where all of us must
increasingly interact with people who are
not like us."

"Living learned lives of faith and value"
is a lofty goal, but one Moyers believes is
possible. Moyers asserts that conversation
is fundamental to understanding and liv­
ing with people of differing religions. The
key to such conversation is listening. To
ease the fears of those who believe that lis­
tening to other religions will corrupt their
own, Moyers testifies, "Nothing I take
from them has come at the expense of con­
fidence in my own story — the Christian
story."

One barrier to unity among different
religions is the tendency of religions to
make exclusive claims. This divisive ten­

dency is also a problem within denomina­
tions, and Moyers, a Baptist, refers to his
own denomination as a prime example.
Moyers is critical of some Baptists, espe­
cially those who believe that their inter­
pretation of the Bible is the only correct
one. He also speaks out against how some
Baptists use the separation of church and
state: "[They] invoke the separation of
church and state to protect themselves
against encroachment from others but
denounce it when it protects others against
encroachment from them."

Moyers hopes that peace between de­
nominations and religions can be achieved
by conversation in which individuals "dis­
agree passionately... without surrendering
[their] own principled beliefs." It is just
that sort of conversation — in which the
participant challenges and is challenged,
teaches and also learns — that follows in
eight ecumenical responses.

While primarily written from varying
Christian points of view, Islamicist and
Jewish responses are also included. The
responses range from wholehearted agree­
ment to questioning criticism, often within
the same essay. Many writers comment
upon the need for tolerance and religious
freedom. Each essay adds a thoughtful
insight to Moyers' work, contributing
depth and balance to the discussion start­
ed in Genesis and the Millennium.

Although designed for classroom use,
Genesis and the Millennium is sure to pro­
voke thought and discussion in any forum.
As Moyers observes, "It can be wondrous
to discover how the same world all of us
inhabit appears in different forms through
a kaleidoscope of perspectives."

— Emily Helms
BJC Intern
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