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♦ Jeff Huett of Montgom­
ery, Ala., a recent graduate of
Baylor University in Waco,
Texas, is serving as a fall
semester communications
intern at the Baptist Joint
Committee. Huett served as
editor of The Baylor Lariat,
Baylor's campus newspaper.

♦ Senate Majority Leader
Trent Lott, R-Miss., a South­
ern Baptist, told Associated
Baptist Press he supports the
Baptist principle of the au­
tonomy of the local church.
However, he agrees with a
recent Southern Baptist Con­
vention statement against
women serving as pastors.
He joked, "My wife doesn't
agree with that, but she's
Presbyterian."

♦ Christian Coalition Pres­
ident Pat Robertson predict­
ed Aug. 1 the group would
soon elect a president —
George W. Bush — who
would appoint "righteous
judges" to the U.S. Supreme
Court. Those justices would
reverse rulings that have
blocked laws banning abor­
tion and allowing school
prayer, Robertson told coali­
tion members gathered at a
downtown Philadelphia ho­
tel near the Republican Na­
tional Convention.

♦ Paul Valias, CEO of
Chicago Public Schools, has
approved the private distrib­
ution of textbook covers that
feature the Ten Com-mand-
ments as well as inspirational
quotes from Oprah Winfrey
and others. A

Religious leaders debate merits
of tax-funded social ministries

Leaders of both major political par­
ties are touting government part­
nerships with faith-based organiza­

tions to solve the nation's social ills.
Republican leaders made it a center­

piece of their annual convention July 31-
Aug. 3, profiling religious leaders who
are ready to bring a religious-based
approach to prob­
lems like drug
abuse, juvenile
crime and others.

Both Vice Presi­
dent Al Gore and
GOP presidential
nominee George
W. Bush have
voiced support
for "charitable 
choice" initiatives, which would open a
new funding door to thoroughly reli­
gious organizations to provide social ser­
vices without altering the religious char­
acter of the programs or changing their
hiring policies.

Both political parties have endorsed
partnerships between faith-based organi­
zations and government. The Democratic
Party platform insisted that tax funds
must be distributed in a manner consis­
tent with the First Amendment and
should not support discrimination.

However, charitable choice — en­
dorsed in the Republican platform —
would allow religious groups to continue
their practice of discriminating in hiring
practices while receiving tax dollars.

Civil liberties groups and religious
leaders across the political spectrum
remain split on the merits of the idea and
its impact on houses of worship.

At both the Republican and Dem­
ocratic conventions, religious leaders ad­
dressed the divisive issue at events sepa­

rate from official convention activities.
In Los Angeles, Baptist Joint Commit­

tee General Counsel Melissa Rogers par­
ticipated in a panel discussion on religion
and politics in the election led by Wash­
ington Post columnist E. J. Dionne.

Rogers addressed some of the ways
government and religion can cooperate

to meet commu­
nity needs but
warned against
the constitutional
pitfalls of charita­
ble choice.

Churches seek­
ing to provide
secular services

- Tony Catnpolo may set up sepa­
rate nonprofit or­

ganizations that can live by government
rules when taking tax money, she said.

Rogers suggested that houses of wor­
ship and others who seek to provide reli­
gious social services should pursue cre­
ative funding sources outside govern­
ment.

"I worry as we begin to talk about
'harnessing' religion's power for govern­
ment that we will, in the end, harness
religion for government."

Jim Wallis, convener of Call to Re­
newal, supports the charitable choice
proposal but says it is not enough on its
own to overcome poverty. He said chari­
table choice "can be done in a way that
satisfies legitimate concerns that critics
raise."

Baptist evangelist Tony Campolo is
part of Wallis' Call to Renewal movement
but is more reluctant to send tax dollars
to religious organizations.

Campolo is critical of vouchers that

See CHOICE, Page 4

“If there are not
watchdogs that will
scream and yell and go
to court when lines have
been blurred and
crossed, I think we're in
deep trouble."



Kentucky appeals
ruling on Ten
Commandments
monument

Kentucky's attorney
general has announced

the state is appealing a
federal judge's ruling that
barred the placement of a
Ten Commandments mon­
ument on the Capitol
grounds.

Attorney General Ben
Chandler stated the plan
to appeal in a letter to
Denis Fleming, general
counsel to Cov. Paul
Patton.

Chandler's office is
defending Armand Russ, a
Finance Cabinet official
named as a defendant in a
lawsuit by the American
Civil Liberties Union. Russ
is the facilities manager
for the state government

The appeal is to the
6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Cincinnati. In a
letter to Chandler, Fleming
suggested that the state
should not press on to the
U.S. Supreme Court if the
appeal is denied.

"It would seem that by
taking the issue to two
courts you would have ful­
filled your obligation to
promote the public policy
as adopted by the General
Assembly," Fleming wrote.

On July 25, U.S.
District Judge Joseph M.
Hood struck down a
General Assembly resolu­
tion calling for the monu­
ment to be placed on the
grounds of the Capitol in
Frankfort. Hood agreed
with the ACLU that the
erection of the monument
would amount to a gov­
ernment endorsement of
religion. A

Taylor among recipients
of presidential medal

Renowned Baptist preacher and historic
civil rights advocate Gardner C. Taylor
was among 15 recipients of the Presiden­
tial Medal of Freedom presented by
President Bill Clinton at an Aug. 9 White
House ceremony.

Taylor, longtime pastor of Brooklyn's
Concord Baptist Church and a founder of
the Progressive National Baptist Conven­
tion, was called one of America's greatest
preachers. He is a former co-chair of the
Religious Liberty Council, the individual
membership arm of the Baptist Joint
Committee.

In his role at the PNBC, Clinton said,
Taylor "helped to galvanize black church­
es all across America in the struggle for
civil rights." He added that Taylor "speaks
not just from the Scriptures but from his
soul."

On the day Taylor was born, Clinton
said, the Lord must have had in mind the
Romans passage asking, "how shall they
hear, without a preacher?"

Clinton also presented awards to the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, founder and president
of the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, and
Marian Wright Edelman, founder of the
Children's Defense Fund. Among other
recipients were Simon Wiesenthal, Holo­
caust survivor and leading figure in the
campaign for remembrance of the atrocity,
and Monsignor George Higgins, director
of the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops' Social Action Department.

In an interview with Associated Baptist
Press, Taylor said, "I have been interested
in civil rights, but I haven't been a civil
rights leader. Nor have I been a political
person. I have been a spokesperson for 

biblical religion."
He said the greatest threat to freedom

and social justice today is "indifference —
a feeling that it's all already done, there's
nothing more to do. And in this world,
there's hardly ever everything done."

He also said he was suspicious of all the
faith-based comments at campaign time.
"I would much rather see this not at cam­
paign time, but maybe better at campaign
time than not at all." And Taylor expressed
fears about funding religious groups with
tax dollars, "because whoever pays the
piper usually calls the tune." A

Interfaith leader asks how
faith impacts leadership

Rather than being satisfied with Al
Gore's and George W. Bush's claims that
both are born-again Christians, U.S. voters
ought to be concerned about how the pres­
idential candidates' religious views would
influence their policies once in office, an
interfaith leader says.

When John F. Kennedy ran for the high­
est office in the land, a group of Baptist
pastors in Houston asked the candidate
how his Catholic faith would impact his
decision-making as president, recalled
Welton Gaddy, executive director of the
Interfaith Alliance, a group of religious
leaders formed in 1994 to counter the reli­
gious right.

"And he (Kennedy) answered it straight
out," Gaddy said. "That's what we need
from Gore and Bush," Gaddy said. "We
need a straight-out answer to, 'How does
your personal religious faith impact the
way you will make decisions in the Oval
Office?"'

Gaddy spoke to Associated Baptist
Press after an Interfaith Alliance press con­
ference in Philadelphia.

"We've got two major candidates for
the presidency that are upfront identifying
themselves as Christians, saying Jesus is
the most important person in their lives,"
Gaddy said. "I think in this campaign they
absolutely have to — for the sake of voters
— explain how their Christian faith will
impact not only their personal character
but the way they make decisions that
influence every aspect of the life of the
nation."

At an event in Los Angeles, Gaddy said
he is glad the two major candidates are
talking about their faith. But Gaddy would
like to ask them: "Why are you telling me
about your religion? If it's a matter of iden­
tity — if so, great. Or is it a matter of polit­
ical strategy? If so, be quiet." A



Lieberman for
vice president on the
Democratic ticket has
served to reinvigorate
our public conversa­
tion about the proper
relationship between
religion and politics.
"Larry King Live,"
"Crossfire," "Talk

Back Live" — they just cannot seem get
■ enough of it.

What a contrast to the media's response
in 1976 when Jimmy Carter told the
world that he was a "born-again" Chris­
tian. Most of the Washington press corps
did not have the foggiest notion what he
was talking about, even though millions
of Americans routinely uttered those
words about their own spiritual journey.

Haven't we come a long way in the last
quarter century? For the most part this
has been good for both religion and state­
craft. It certainly debunks the myth that
religion is an unwelcome conversation
partner in the public square.

Sen. Lieberman's nomination provides
a high-profile occasion, a teachable
moment, to reaffirm our belief that the
separation of church and state does not
mean that religion and politics have to be
kept separate. Candidates for office need
not hide their religious convictions; to the
contrary, they should tell the voters how
their deeply held religious convictions
will inform their public policy positions.

This is fairly well understood and
accepted by most thoughtful citizens. But
the nomination of Sen. Lieberman, an
Orthodox Jew, provides a special oppor­
tunity to focus on two additional, some­
what paradoxical aspects of this delicate
relationship between religion and politics.

First, we are reminded that religion is
in a sense irrelevant to public service.
Article VI of the Constitution provides:
"[No] religious Test shall ever be required
as a Qualification to any Office or public
Trust under the United States." Our wise
founders understood that the new nation
so committed to complete religious free­
dom could not tolerate religious tests for
public office. It would be a monumental 

contradiction to our heritage of freedom
to disqualify someone from service be­
cause of his or her faith, or lack of faith.

This does not mean that voters should
cast their ballots for the Gore-Lieberman
ticket. It does mean that Sen. Lieber­
man's religion should not be a barrier to
their doing so. Neither anti-Semitism nor
milder forms of religious prejudice has
any place in American politics.

Second, we are reminded that religion
is highly useful to getting elected. While
there is no legal religious test for public
office, voters may cast their ballots based
on policy positions that the candidates
say flow from their religious convictions.
Most citizens want leaders who have
strong character and deep religious con­
victions even if they are different from
their own. Thus, many evangelical
Christians applauded the Lieberman
nomination, even though their evangeli­
cal Christianity is theologically at odds
with his Orthodox Judaism.

The importance of religious affiliation
to political fortune is highlighted by try­
ing to imagine a presidential candidate
who appears to be indifferent or hostile to
religion. This de facto religious test for
public office often tempts candidates to
go overboard. There is always the risk
that the natural conversation about how
one's religious beliefs informs his or her
fitness for leadership or positions on
issues can turn into oft-repeated, self­
serving God-talk that abuses religion for
political gain. At best, this devalues reli­
gion; at worst, it debases religion as it is
dragged through the mud of a hard-
fought campaign.

Voters have to judge the candidates'
sincerity for themselves. The best way I
know to do this is to see whether their
actions match their words. Jesus taught
that false prophets will be judged by their
fruit (Matt. 7:15-20). In short, do they
advocate policies that are consistent with
their theological pronouncements?

Thus, people of faith have the ongoing
challenge of upholding our constitutional
values to ensure that religion is no barrier
to those who seek to serve. And, at the
same time, they must make sure that can­
didates who talk the talk are equally com­
mitted to walking the walk. A

Candidates’ religion both useful
and irrelevant to public service

he nomination

Lawmaker sees
political role as
extension of faith

Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga.,
said the religious commu­
nity is not doing all that it
could be to address
poverty and hunger.

"In spite of all of the
progress that we’ve seen,
there are still too many
people that are hurting in
the American society,”
Lewis told Associated
Baptist Press in an inter­
view during the Demo­
cratic National Conven­
tion. "And the religious
community, more than any
other group, should speak
out. They should really
encourage those of us in
elected positions to do
more."

Lewis added, "I see my
involvement in politics as
an extension of my faith."

In his public policy role,
Lewis said, there are times
when he asks himself,
"What should I do as a
person of faith? What
would the Great Teacher
do?"

He also cautioned that
as both major party presi­
dential candidates tout
funding faith-based min­
istries, they should con­
sider church-state prob­
lems. "I think we have to
keep the wall of separa­
tion between church and
state."

He said there is an
appropriate way to include
faith-based groups but
"these groups cannot and
must not try to indoctri­
nate. ... There cannot be
any symbol or federal dol­
lars or government sup­
porting or encouraging a
particular religion." A
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Soul Freedom
Baptist Battle Cry
Grady C. Cothen and James M. Dunn. Smyth
& Helwys Publishing, Macon, Ga., 2000.129

Whosoever will ...
Soul Freedom. Just seeing

the title triggered my emotions
and my memory. My son and
his wife had signed me up for a
weekend retreat that had richly 

blessed their lives, and I was filling out the
personal information query and came
upon this question: "Does your pastor
know you plan to attend and does he
approve?" Say what? At first I laughed —
the image of even thinking about asking
for my pastor's permission — he or she —
was ludicrous to this freedom-loving,
longtime Baptist! I only wish my explana­
tion had been as clearly stated as that of
Grady C. Cothen and James M. Dunn.

What a pairing of alternate chapter
writers we have here. Cothen is a reporter
whose writing exquisitely details our
Baptist heritage. Dunn is a reminder
whose words nudge us and won't let us
forget the personal meaning of that her­
itage. He writes, "It's who, not what we
believe that makes us Christians."

You may first want to read one and then
the other straight through; however, as I
read, I discovered that the juxtaposition of
the two styles added depth to the subject.
Now I'm going back and reading each sep­
arately. I suggest you do the same.

For me, Cothen's account of the
Southern Baptist Convention's demise
finally laid to rest a grand old tradition
that I loved both before and after terminal
illness set in. The blow-by-blow descrip­
tion of the creeping sickness leaves the
reader assured that resuscitation is not 

possible and artificial life support would
be invasive. It was a very sad death.

Dunn, on the other hand, in his usual
folk-loving style, extols Baptistness as it is,
as it has been and as it will continue to be
— which is not the same as the eyebrow­
raising word resulting from the recent
actions taken by those misguided souls
who have seized political control of the
formerly great SBC. Cothen says, "When
religion beds down with politics, the off­
spring are renegades." How true.

Although it is relatively short — an easy
read — the long illustrious careers of these
two writers give a credence to their words
that lends substance to the book. Any con­
servative friends I still might have should
be warned that its message remains in my
thoughts and continues to provoke a sense
of vigilance for every opportunity to set
the record straight.

As Dunn says, "Soul freedom is a trea­
sure worth protecting." Amen.

— Carolyn Sanders
Springfield, Va
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would fund religious schools. But on the
issue of merging government and religion
to address social services, he said, "We've
got to find a way, without violating church
and state, where government funds and
religious volunteers can come together to
get the job done."

Campolo told Associated Baptist Press
that Christians need to "send up a word of
rejoicing for such groups as the American
Civil Liberties Union, strange as that may
sound." He added, "If there are not watch­
dogs that will scream and yell and go to
court when lines have been blurred and
crossed, I think we're in deep trouble." A
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