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♦ Earl Trent, house coun­
sel for the National Minis­
tries of the American Baptist
Churches USA, will resign
Sept. 30 to seek election as
judge of the Court of Com­
mon Pleas in Philadelphia
County, Pa. Trent, a Baptist
Joint Committee board mem­
ber, won both the Democratic
and Republican primary elec­
tions in May and will be
endorsed by both parties in
the Nov. 6 general election.
National Ministries Execu­
tive Director Aidsand Wright-
Riggins III, also a BJC board
member, said "lovers of reli­
gious freedom in this country
are indebted to Earl for his
legal work on separation of
church and state issues."

♦ Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-
Ala., lashed out at Judiciary
Chairman Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt., for not including the
words "So help me God" at
the end of the oath taken by
nominees appearing before
the panel. "Ninety-five per­
cent of the people believe in
God," Sessions said. "An
invocation of his name, in
conjunction with the serious­
ness of telling the truth, has
an importance beyond mere
legal requirement."

♦ Billy Graham was des­
ignated a "favorite son of
North Carolina" by a state
Senate resolution approved
Aug. 8. It praises Graham as
a man "admired and beloved
by both Christians and non­
Christians," and urges the
governor to establish a "Billy
Graham Day" next year. A

Administration report cites
restrictions in social services

Community and faith-based social
service providers face "burden­
some" restrictions and receive

"very little" federal support, concludes a
White House report released August 16
at the Brookings Institution.

The 25-page survey, titled Unlevel
Playing Field, makes no specific policy
recommendations but lists 15 barriers
faith-based and community organiza­
tions face in seeking and
receiving federal funds. The
report finds a widespread
bias against these organiza­
tions and concludes that the
federal government often
ignores them despite their
"vast, varied and vital com­
munity-serving roles."

President George W. Bush
mandated the audit of five
cabinet departments to iden­
tify barriers to the participa­
tion of faith-based groups in 
the delivery of social services. Included
were the departments of Health and
Human Services, Housing and Urban
Development, Education, Labor and
Justice.

John Bridgeland, director of the White
House Domestic Policy Council, said the
report "shows systematically that gov­
ernment has been hostile to the participa­
tion of faith-based and community-based
organizations when it ought to have been
neutral."

Melissa Rogers, executive director of
the Pew Forum on Religion and Public
Life, said that while that may be the view
of the White House, "there's a very
important other side to the debate."

"In some respects the field is not
level," Rogers said. "That, to some, is not
a problem ... because their feeling is that 

to treat religion differently ... would act­
ually be consistent in honoring the reli­
gious liberty principles."

Of the 15 barriers cited, six were listed
as obstacles to faith-based organizations
seeking federal support. The remaining
were referred to as harriers to small and
community-based organizations.

Jolm Difulio, who announced Aug. 17
that he would resign as head of the White

House Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives,
said nonprofit organizations
play a large role in the delivery
of social services. However, he
said, an explanation for the
wide funding gap between
large providers and grass-roots
organizations has long been
debated. Charitable choice
provisions added to 1996 wel­
fare reform legislation "[have]
not been vigorously or well
implemented by those charged

with implementing it," he said.
The report claims the government has

focused more on the "prohibition" of
governmental establishment of religion
than "honoring the protection" of reli­
gious liberty when it comes to doling out
federal aid to social service providers.

But Brent Walker, executive director of
the Baptist Joint Committee, said that
what the administration calls "barriers"
to government funding for faith-based
groups are really safeguards needed for
the groups' own protection.

"Barriers, like bureaucratic red tape
and unnecessary regulations, should be
eliminated," Walker said. "Much of what
the White House calls barriers are really
guardrails keeping faith-based, govern­
ment-funded programs from falling into
a constitutional ditch." A
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Sri Lankan
Buddhists seek
to ban Christian
conversions

Leaders of Sri Lanka's
majority Buddhist popula­
tion are asking the gov­
ernment to ban conver­
sions to Christianity.

Such conversions are
increasingly prevalent in
rural areas of the country,
and the Buddhist leaders
have drafted a plan to
thwart the efforts of pros-
elytizers.

"We call on the author­
ities to immediately bring
legislation to prevent the
conversions taking place
under the cover of helping
rural communities to
improve their standards,”
read a statement released
by the monks.

Buddhism loses some
23,000 people each year
to Christianity, whose fol­
lowers have focused their
efforts on about 5,000 of
the country's 25,400 vil­
lages, the monks said.

The Buddhists suggest­
ed a media campaign to
promote the religion, and
encouraged nuns to help
do the same among
schoolchildren.

The monks said Chris­
tian evangelists owed
much of their success to
the dwindling number of
Buddhist monks in various
temples.

Last May, Sri Lanka’s
prime minister, who also
leads the nation's ministry
of Buddhist affairs, placed
advertisements in newspa­
pers urging 1,000 young
men to preserve Buddhism
by becoming priests,
according to Reuters news
agency. A

Bush faith czar to leave post;
critics say initiative in trouble

After six months at the post, President
Bush’s director of the office on faith-based
initiatives, John Dilulio, is calling it quits.

Dilulio, a registered Democrat on leave
from the University of Pennsylvania,
made the announcement Aug. 17.

He said that he had intended to stay
only a short time to help launch Bush's
White House Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives. But he also gave
other reasons in news interviews, includ­
ing health and family reasons, as well as
exasperation with partisan politics over
the faith initiative.

Supporters of the initiative want to see
tax dollars fund religious groups to pro­
vide social services, but opponents of the
measure say it would violate the separa­
tion of church and state and threaten the
independence of churches from the gov­
ernment.

In news interviews Dilulio said that he
had always intended to re-evaluate his
position after six months. A CNN website
story said he had become frustrated at
internal White House politics on the issue
and with critics from the right and left.

"Things that should be bipartisan can
turn partisan," said Dilulio.

In an interview with Cox Newspapers,
Dilulio said, "We had every possible criti­
cism from every possible side."

Bush's faith initiative has passed the
House of Representatives but is stalled in
the Senate where lawmakers appear
unwilling to approve the bill in its present
form. One major stumbling block is the
measure's allowance for religious groups
to take federal dollars while continuing
their long practice of discriminating in hir­
ing practices based on religious beliefs.
Churches have long been allowed the
exemption from civil rights laws but not
while receiving tax dollars.

Bush spoke in support of his faith-based
initiative in his Saturday radio address on
Aug. 18.

"A compassionate government should
find ways to support their good works,"
Bush said. "Unfortunately, government
often treats charities and community
groups as rivals instead of partners." A

Survey: Air Force chaplains
experience discrimination

The chief of staff of the U.S. Air Force is
pledging to address discrimination in the
military service's chaplain corps after a 

survey found that many chaplains experi­
enced racial, gender or religious bias.

The "climate assessment study" by
Global Services and Systems Inc. found
that 97 percent of African-American chap­
lains sensed or directly experienced racial
discrimination. Ninety-one percent said
they believed a "good old boy system"
existed in the chaplain service that con­
tributed to assignments and promotion
possibilities.

Eighty percent of female chaplains
reported sensing or directly experiencing
gender discrimination. Eighty-seven per­
cent said they agreed or strongly agreed
that a "good old boy system" existed in the
chaplain service.

Researchers concluded that 58 percent
of Protestant chaplains sensed or directly
experienced religious discrimination and
53 percent believed a "good old boy sys­
tem" existed. Twenty-nine percent of all
chaplains said they sensed or directly
experienced religious discrimination by
their leaders.

The study said that evangelical Protes­
tants "appear to continue to lag behind"
mainline Protestants in promotion to sen­
ior ranks and significant leadership
assignments.

Gen. Michael E. Ryan, the Air Force's
chief of staff, said in a July 30 memo that
he was concerned about the survey results
and planned action to address them.

"There is no place in our Air Force for
discrimination, preferential treatment or
unfairness of any kind," he said. "Each of
us has the obligation to address perceived
injustice when it rises."

The study also reports anecdotal
responses from Roman Catholic chaplains
saying their "single status" leads them to
receive more remote assignments that
might create hardships for chaplains with
families.

The assessment also said there were "a
significant number" of references to
reverse discrimination, in which chaplains
perceive that Catholic, female and African-
American chaplains get preferential treat­
ment even when they seem to lack neces­
sary skills for certain assignments.

Ryan ordered the assessment after an
investigation into an alleged racist state­
ment by the then-deputy chief of the chap­
lain service revealed perceptions of racial
discrimination.

The Air Force determined that the com­
plaint against Maj. Gen. Lorraine K. Potter
was "unsubstantiated" and she became
the first woman chief of chaplains in the
U.S. military in April. A



Is the Baptist Joint Committee
too partisan and liberal?

The late Brooks
Hays, the for­
mer Arkansas

congressman and
Baptist leader, under­
stood both the folly
and utility of labels.
"We are all conserva­
tive sometimes and
liberal sometimes,"
Mr. Hays used to say.
"We're like my old
dog Fergus. He's a 

conservative when he buries a bone, but
liberal when he chases a rabbit."

While labels can be helpful, they can
also mislead. For instance, Focus on the
Family's Citizen magazine contends that
the BJC is too partisan and liberal? In its
September issue, writer Matt Kaufman
asserts in his second attack on the BJC
this summer that the agency's base is on
the left and that its former executive
director is noted for "denouncing
Republicans and hailing Democrats."

Little effort is needed to dismiss the
claim that the BJC is partisan. For six and
a half decades, the agency has stood for
the principle that separation of church
and state is good for religion and vital for
religious liberty. It repeatedly has sup­
ported and opposed proposals by politi­
cians of both parties. Its positions have
been guided by how a proposal advanced
or harmed religious liberty, not the party
stripe of its author.

Dealing with the liberal label takes a
bit more thought. Is the BJC liberal? Yes,
if that label means it seeks to expand reli­
gious liberty in this country and around
the world. Is it conservative? Yes, if that
label means to work like the dickens to
preserve our God-given religious liberty
and defend the constitutional provisions
that our Founders gave us to protect it.

So, which is it — liberal or conserva­
tive? I confess, even after 16 years on the
staff, I have trouble making up my mind.

Some base their view on the groups the
BJC has worked with in Washington coa­
litions. Since it has worked with People
For the American Way and the American
Civil Liberties Union, shouldn't the BJC
be considered liberal? But, wait, it also
has worked with the Christian Legal
Society and the National Association of

Evangelicals, so maybe it is conservative.
At best, this analysis results in either guilt
or praise by association.

A better handle is how the BJC has
addressed church-state issues. Its work
reflects a full-blown respect for both reli­
gion clauses of the First Amendment.
Together they bar government from spon­
soring or supporting religion and from
interfering with its free exercise.

Few have taken issue with the BJC's
support of Americans' free exercise rights.
Politicians and organizations across the
liberal-conservative spectrum recognize
its work for the free exercise of religion.

But some who consider the First
Amendment's ban on governmental
establishment of religion inferior to its
guarantee of free exercise frequently have
targeted the BJC.

Whether deemed liberal or conserva­
tive, support for church-state separation
once was a hallmark of Baptists. Its popu­
larity may be fading in some circles, but
not at the BJC. To paraphrase what
Winston Churchill said about democracy,
the separation of church and state may be
the worst form of church-state relations
except for all those other forms that have
been tried from time to time.

Decide for yourself — is it liberal or
conservative:
• to support the right of the Good News

Bible Club to meet after hours in a pub­
lic school;

• to support student religious expression
in public while opposing government-
sponsored religion;

• to work to protect churches from bur­
densome zoning laws and land-use reg­
ulations;

• to oppose government-funding of reli­
gious organizations because govern­
ment strings follow government dollars;

• to oppose tinkering with the First
Amendment;

• to seek to conserve the Baptist heritage
of soul freedom and the American tra­
dition of church-state separation; or

• to hold that the Founders had good rea­
sons to write both religion clauses into
the First Amendment?
A hint before you decide — you likely

will want more information than Citizen
magazine has provided. A

AA meetings
private religious
talk, judge says

Ruling that the conver­
sations are a form of con­
fidential religious commu­
nication, a federal judge
has overturned the man­
slaughter conviction of a
man who talked about his
memories of the crime
with other members of
Alcoholics Anonymous.

The remarks made by
Paul Cox — convicted of
two 1988 stabbing deaths
— should be accorded “a
privilege granted to other
religions similarly situat­
ed,” U.S. District Judge
Charles Brieant ruled.

“Treating AA meetings
with less protection than
any other form of religious
communication which car­
ries assurances of confi­
dentiality" violates the
Constitution, Brieant con­
cluded, citing a 1999 fed­
eral appeals court declara­
tion that Alcoholics
Anonymous is a religion.

That ruling was
prompted by a case that
concluded that a criminal
defendant cannot be
forced to attend Alco­
holics Anonymous meet­
ings "because of the reli­
gious nature of the 12
steps” espoused as a
measure to defeat alco­
holism.

The July 31 ruling came
amid renewed focus on
the confidentiality of pri­
vate statements. On July
24, a man who had been
convicted of murder and
jailed for 12 years was
released after a priest tes­
tified that during confes­
sion 12 years ago another
man had admitted guilt. A
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♦ Alliance of Baptists

♦ American Baptist Churches
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♦ Baptist General Association
of Virginia

♦ Baptist General Conference

♦ Baptist General Convention
of Texas

♦ Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina

♦ Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship

♦ National Baptist Convention
of America

♦ National Baptist Convention
U.S.A. Inc.

♦ National Missionary
Baptist Convention

♦ North American Baptist
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♦ Progressive National Baptist
Convention Inc.

♦ Religious Liberty Council
♦ Seventh Day Baptist General

Conference
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First: The First Baptist
Church in America
J. Stanley Lemons. Charitable Baptist Society,
Providence, R.I., 2001. 137 pp.

In 1637, Roger Williams was
banished from the Massa­

chusetts Bay Colony for
preaching and arguing for the
disengagement of the church 
from the government. Williams

and 20 or so of his supporters then trav­
eled to what would later become Provi­
dence, R.I., where they were baptized in
1638. This small group was the beginning
of the First Baptist Church in America.
Shortly afterward, Williams left the
Baptist fold; yet the church he started has
continued for over 350 years.

J. Stanley Lemons, a history professor
at Rhode Island College, originally pre­
pared a volume on the history of the First
Baptist Church in America for the 350th
anniversary of the church in 1988. First:
The First Baptist Church in America is an
expansion of that earlier work.

The title of the book may prove deceiv­
ing to some. Far from being a narrow his­
tory of one building and its congregants,
the work also traces Baptist and, more
broadly, church history in New England
and the rest of the country to a more lim­
ited degree.

In addition to the text, Lemons' vol­
ume contains numerous photographs and
drawings. While the presentation of the
book is excellent, producing the book in a
coffee table size format introduces a risk
that it will become merely a showpiece
and not be appreciated for the work of
scholarship that it is. One might be tempt­
ed to flip through the book thereby miss­
ing the church's rich history. Other excel­
lent features of the volume include exten­
sive endnotes, biographies of all the pas­

tors of First Baptist and an index.
Over the long history of the church,

several issues have proven both divisive
and damaging. These have included the
role of women and African-Americans in
the church and the changing demograph­
ics of Providence. Despite these obstacles,
the church has persevered.

The narrative of the book is also pep­
pered with interesting and likely little-
known details about the church. For
example, the church profited from the
closing of Boston Harbor as a result of the
Boston Tea Party. Craftsmen who found
themselves out of work because of the
closing of the port traveled to Providence
to work on the construction of the Meet­
ing House, allowing it to be finished in
record time. Lemons also notes that the
church in 1775 was the first Baptist meet­
inghouse to have a steeple.

This history of the First Baptist Church
in America reminds us of the important
principles we continue to champion
today. Lemons' narration of the early
years of Baptist life in America reminds
the reader of a time when Baptists did not
have the strong presence in American life
that they do today. In 1700, 65 years after
Williams began the first Baptist church,
there were only 300 Baptists in all of New
England. The fact that Baptists were once
a tiny minority serves to reinforce the
importance of religious liberty for all.
Even today, as Oliver S. Thomas has
noted, "Baptists are as thick as hogs in
east Tennessee, but move to Utah, or
southern California, or Miami, and
[they're] in the minority." The pursuit of
religious liberty for Baptists and all peo­
ple, therefore, is as important now as it
was in 1638.

— Meredith Stewart
BJC intern and junior political science major

at the University of Richmond
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