
orE'ttie Capital

INSIDE:
3Q Media alert

Q 'Under God'..............4

□ Now more than ever .6

7■□i News

Newsletter of the
Baptist Joint Committee

Walker squares off with Roy Moore
over separation in Senate hearing

Former Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore and church-state expert Brent Walker squared off
in a lively debate about religious expression and the First Amendment June 8 during testimony
before a congressional subcommittee.

Moore, Walker and others testified before the Constitution subcommittee of the Senate
Judiciary Committee. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, the panel's chairman, called the hearing to dis­
cuss what he called "hostility to religious expression in the public square." But critics said the
hearing was an election-year ploy to showcase the deposed judge.

Alabama officials last year removed Moore as chief justice after he defied a federal judge’s
order to remove a Ten Commandments monument. Moore had placed the monument — with­
out the knowledge of his fellow justices — in the rotunda of the state judicial headquarters.
Although two federal courts ruled that the monument violated the First Amendment, Moore
claimed both the Alabama and
federal constitutions require
him to "acknowledge God" via
such a display.

Moore told the Senate
panel the debate over religious
expression in the public square
is not a debate between those
who are "for God or against
God. It's between those who
understand the First
Amendment and those who
do not."

Moore said the First
Amendment was designed so
people — including state offi­
cials — could "acknowledge
God according to the dictates of their conscience" without interference from the federal govern­
ment. "The issue is the government's interference with the right of the people of these states to
acknowledge God," Moore said.

He said the First Amendment's ban on government establishment of religion did not apply
in his case because his monument was not an establishment of religion and was not erected by
the federal government. He said the nation's founding documents allow — even require — gov­
ernment officials to "acknowledge God."

"We have simply confused... the acknowledgement of God with religion," Moore said.
But Walker, executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, said Moore's
action to set up the Ten Commandments monument is hard to understand as anything other
than an establishment of religion.

Moore, himself a Baptist, accused Walker of "hypocrisy" for leading a Baptist group but say­
ing "that a public official cannot represent God." But Walker denied saying or believing that.
Walker noted that, while public officials can allow their belief in God to influence their actions in
many ways, "What you can't do is put up a monument in the middle of the courthouse that
starts by saying, 'I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. You =>
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J. Brent Walker and Judge Roy Moore during congressional subcommittee.



«=shall have no other gods before me.'
"If that's not establishing a religion, I don't know what

does," he continued. "That's not an acknowledgement; that's an
establishment."

Before Moore began his testimony, one of his home-state
senators who sits on the subcommittee took a point of personal
privilege to praise the deposed judge. "I wish you were still on
the court," Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., told Moore. "I'm sorry
things worked out the way they did."

But Barry Lynn, executive director of
Americans United for Separation of Church
and State, said, "The ongoing attempts of
some legislators to lionize Moore's lawbreak­
ing is an embarrassment to the nation." In a
press release distributed at the hearing, Lynn
added Moore "showed blatant and utter dis­
respect for the Constitution of the United
States and the rule of law."

During his testimony, Moore referred to
an 1854 document from the U.S. House of
Representatives declaring that the federal 
government's employment of chaplains was not a violation of
the First Amendment's ban on government establishment of reli­
gion because a religion must have a creed, ministers and ordi­
nances. His monument did not have such things, Moore said, so
it was not a religion.

After the hearing, Moore was asked if that meant that a non-
creedal faith — such as Hinduism, Islam or even his own Baptist
tradition — would not be a “religion" under his understanding
of the Constitution.

"It's not a religion as defined under the First Amendment,"
Moore told Associated Baptist Press. However, he said, his
understanding of the nation's founding documents gives
Americans — including public officials — the right to practice
any of those faiths if it is their way of acknowledging God.
Moore has become immensely popular in his home state and

among religious conservatives nationwide for his Ten
Commandments crusade. Asked by reporters if he will seek to
capitalize on his popularity by running for higher office, all the
judge would say was, "I have no plans at this time to run for
office."

The hearing also featured several other experts on church­
state issues, as well as witnesses who testified about having
their religious freedom violated by state officials. They included

Nashala Hearn, a 12-year-old Muslim from
Muskogee, Okla. Last fall, Hearn was suspended
from her school for refusing to remove her hijab — a
head covering that observant Muslim women wear.
School officials said it violated the school's policy
against wearing hats or bandannas.

The hearing also featured Barney Clark of Balch
Springs, Texas. Clark and other members of the
town's senior adult center fought town and state
government officials' attempts, beginning last year,
to outlaw group singing of gospel songs, blessings at
meal times and other religious practices at the city­
run center.

Cornyn and others pointed to these incidents as evidence of
widespread hostility to religious practice by public officials.
Testifying about a bill he has introduced to strip federal courts of
their ability to adjudicate certain cases involving religious expres­
sion, Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., said, "The list of legal decisions
abridging our right to acknowledge God is far too long."

But Sen. Russell Feingold, D-Wis., the subcommittee's rank­
ing minority member, asked the witnesses if the federal courts
do not also provide remedies when government violates the reli­
gious freedom of individuals such as Hearn.

"I don't believe such widespread hostility [to religious
expression] exists," Feingold said. "Despite the title of this hear­
ing, I believe the First Amendment is alive and well in this coun­
try, as is religious expression."

— By Robert Marus, Associated Baptist Press

Chesser leaves BJC to enter printing business in Arkansas
Larry Chesser has left the Baptist

Joint Committee after a 14-year stint as
its director of communications to pur­
chase a printing business in Benton,
Ark.

Chesser served as the BJC's infor­
mation associate from 1980-1985 before
becoming the city editor of the Log
Cabin Democrat in Conway, Ark. In 1990,
he became the director of information
services at the BJC, a position now
called the director of communications.

"I am deeply grateful for the rich and rewarding experi­
ence of working with you and the present and past members of
the BJC staff, board and constituency in the cause of religious 

Chesser

liberty," Chesser wrote in a letter to BJC Executive Director J.
Brent Walker.

Walker lauded Chesser's contribution in his nearly 20 years
of service to the organization.

"Larry simply is the best at what 'MS “ mrc ,rM‘ t0
he does," Walker said. "It's hard to ,lave ‘’.front-row view of the

imagine the BJC without Larry. He'll
leave big shoes to fill. But we wish
him and his family the very best."

Chesser graduated from
Ouachita Baptist University' in

effectiveness of this agency."
— Lurry Chesser, in a letter
to BJC Executive Director
J. Brent Walker

Arkadelphia, Ark., and earned an M. Div. at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

Chesser and his wife, Nancy, have two daughters, Caren
and Rachel.



Excerpt from 'A Voice of Reason'
The Anniston (Ala.) Star editorial — June 10, 2004

Everyone expected that the star of Tuesday's congression­
al hearings on religious persecution to be ousted Alabama chief
justice Roy Moore.

Moore was in D.C. to make political points supporting
Sen. Richard Shelby's bill to prohibit federal courts from ruling
in such cases. It's a bill designed to make Shelby some political
points with Moore and his constituents.

But what started out to be a love feast for the religious
right and its political patrons took a turn when J. Brent Walker,
executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, took over the microphone.

In a clearly reasoned statement, Walker testified that plac­
ing the Ten Commandments monument in the rotunda of the
Alabama Judicial Building was not about the acknowledge­
ment of God but about the advancing of a government official's
personal religious beliefs. Moore's action crossed constitutional
boundaries because it "singled out one favored religious tradi­
tion, chose the preferred Scripture passage, and displayed it in
a way that created nothing less than a religious shrine."

Excerpt from 'Moore continues bogus argument’
The Montgomery Advertiser editorial— June 10, 2004

Moore's reaction to the words of another witness at the
congressional hearing was telling. J. Brent Walker, executive
director of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, testi­
fied that the monument Moore placed in the Judicial Building
was not constitutionally protected free religious speech, but
was government speech endorsing a particular religion, which
is plainly unconstitutional.

"As a Baptist minister, I can think of little better than for
everyone to read and obey the Ten Commandments," he said.
"As a constitutional lawyer, I can think of little worse than for
government officials to tell us to do it."

Exactly. The issue is not the merits of the Ten Command­
ments any more than the issue is Moore's right to acknowledge
God.

Moore characteristically dismissed any argument save his
own: "For a Baptist representative here to say a public official
cannot acknowledge God is hypocrisy."

But that isn't what Walker said. That isn't what anybody
has said. No one has said that Roy Moore, American citizen,
cannot acknowledge God.

Moore's legal argument has failed at every stage of the
judicial process, and rightly so. He has had every opportunity
to prevail in court and has lost every time. He is wrong, but
don't wait for him to acknowledge that.

'Moore defends Ten Commandments' stance to Congress'
USA Today- June 9,2004

And Brent Walker, executive [director] of the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, said the Ten
Commandments monument "crossed the constitutional barri­
er" by advocating Christianity over all other religions and "was
displayed in a way that created a religious shrine."

"We can write the commandments in our hearts instead
of stone," Walker said.

'Moore asks Senate to limit courts' authority on religion'
The Washington Tinies — June 9,2004

"Ten Commandments displays and similar acknowledg­
ments of God do not in any fashion represent the setting up of
a state-sponsored church, nor does it in any way lend govern­
ment aid to one faith over another," [Roy Moore] said.

But J. Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs, said the Constitution calls for
government neutrality on religion to protect religious freedom.
He said while public officials can express their faith, Mr. Moore
"crossed constitutional boundaries" by singling out one reli­
gion and creating a shrine.

'Federal judges shouldn't override God, Senate told'
Scripps Howard News Service — June 8, 2004

But if Moore expected such criticism from the left, he was
surprised to find his arguments picked apart by a Baptist min­
ister testifying on the same witness panel.

"The question is not whether the Ten Commandments
embody the right teachings. The question rather is who is the
right teacher — politicians or parents, judges or families," said
J. Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs.

His committee represents 15 Baptist conventions or con­
ferences, but not Southern Baptists, the religion of Moore's
youth, although he now attends a nondenominational church.

"For a Baptist officer to say that a public official cannot
acknowledge God is hypocrisy," Moore shot back.

Walker responded: "Religion is routinely acknowledged
by public officials but what you can't do is put a monument in
the middle of the courthouse that starts off saying, "I am the
Lord your God'... If that's not establishment of religion I don't
know what is."



avoids 'under God' issue in
rejecting father's challenge to pledge

Associated
Baptist Press
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Fifty years to the day after the words
"under God" were added to the Pledge of
Allegiance, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected a
challenge to remove them — but only on tech­
nical grounds.

On June 14, the high court reversed a 2002
federal court decision that a California public
school district's policy of having teachers lead in
reciting the pledge was an unconstitutional gov­
ernment establishment of religion. The earlier
decision by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
came after Michael Newdow — an atheist
whose daughter was at the time an elementary
school student in the Elk Grove Unified School
District in Sacramento — filed suit.

But five members of the Supreme Court
determined that Newdow lacked proper legal
standing to file the suit, since he does not have
legal custody of his daughter. The justices thus
avoided making a sweeping constitutional rul­
ing on church-state issues in what has proven
to be one of the most controversial legal cases
in recent memory.

In the lower court's decision, a three-
judge panel had ruled, 2-1, that the pledge's
assertion that the United States is "one nation,
under God" violated the First Amendment's
ban on government support for religion. That
ruling set off a wave of popular protest and
earned bipartisan rebukes in Congress —
although some groups that support strict
church-state separation endorsed the decision.

But shortly after that ruling, the girl's
mother, Sandra Banning, attempted to inter­
vene in the case. Banning and Newdow never
were married and were engaged in a long-run­
ning legal dispute over custody of the child,
who has not been named in court papers.
Banning argued that previous California court
decisions gave her sole legal authority over the
girl. She noted both she and her daughter are
Christians who have no objection to reciting
the pledge or hearing it recited.

By Robert
Marus

In his brief, Newdow contended that,
despite the custody agreement, he retains "an
unrestricted right to inculcate in his daughter
— free from governmental influence — the
atheistic beliefs he finds persuasive."

But, in the June 14 ruling, the Supreme
Court said, "The difficulty with that argument
is that Newdow's rights, as in many cases
touching upon family relations, cannot be
viewed in isolation." The court's opinion, writ­
ten by Justice John Paul Stevens, continued,
"This case concerns not merely Newdow's
interest in inculcating his child with his views
on religion, but also the rights of the child's
mother as a parent generally and under the
[California court] orders specifically."

The Supreme Court also said, given the
circumstances, it would be wise to refrain from
ruling on the larger church-state issue. "When
hard questions of domestic relations are sure to
affect the outcome, the prudent course is for
the federal court to stay its hand rather than
reach out to resolve a weighty question of fed­
eral constitutional law," Stevens wrote.

However, in recognition of the controver­
sy the case inspired, three justices wrote sepa­
rate concurring opinions agreeing with the
decision but disagreeing with their colleagues'
reasoning. Justices William Rehnquist, Sandra
Day O'Connor and Clarence Thomas all assert­
ed that Newdow should have had standing to
bring his case, but the case should have been
rejected on constitutional grounds.

The Pledge of Allegiance has existed, in
slightly different forms, since the late 1800s. In
1942, Congress made it the official pledge to
the U.S. flag. On June 14,1954, Congress
added the words "under God" to the pledge,
in part to contrast the United States with offi­
cially atheistic communist states, such as the
Soviet Union.

Newdow argued that the words — and
the school district's policy of requiring teachers
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to lead the pledge — constitute an illegal
government endorsement of religion.

But Rehnquist, in his concurring opin­
ion, listed a litany of references to God in
such government arenas as presidential
speeches; the addition of the motto "In God
We Trust" to U.S. money; and even the
words of the Supreme Court's own mar­
shal, who begins each session of the court
by saying, "God save the United States and
this honorable court."

The chief justice wrote, "All of these
events strongly suggest that our national
culture allows public recognition of our
nation's religious history and character."

In her concurrence, O'Connor affirmed
Rehnquist's argument, and said that the
sorts of "ceremonial deism" represented by
the pledge's reference to God do not consti­
tute an establishment of religion. "It is
unsurprising that a nation founded by reli­
gious refugees and dedicated to religious
freedom should find references to divinity
in its symbols, songs, mottoes and oaths,"
she wrote.

O'Connor said such minor references
to God in public oaths or ceremonies can
serve "legitimate nonreligious purposes,"
such as solemnizing public occasions.
"Certain ceremonial references to God and
religion in our nation are the inevitable
consequence of the religious history that
gave birth to our founding principles of lib­
erty," she wrote. "It would be ironic indeed
if this court were to wield our constitution­
al commitment to religious freedom so as
to sever our ties to the traditions developed
to honor it."

While O'Connor noted that the refer­
ence to God may overlook non-deistic reli­
gions such as Buddhism, "one would be
hard-pressed to imagine a brief, solemniz­
ing reference to religion that would ade­
quately encompass every religious belief
expressed by any citizen of this nation."
She continued: "The phrase 'under God,'
conceived and added at a time when our
national religious diversity was neither as
robust nor as well-recognized as it is now,
represents a tolerable attempt to acknowl­

edge religion and to invoke its solemnizing
power without favoring any individual
religious sect or belief system."

Thomas, meanwhile, disagreed with
his colleagues' assertion that the phrase
"under God" is not akin to a prayer or
expression of religious belief. "It is difficult
to see how this does not entail an affirma­
tion that God exists," Thomas wrote.
"Whether or not we classify affirming the
existence of God as a 'formal religious exer­
cise' akin to prayer, it must present the
same or similar constitutional problems." 

separationist group, however, said the
court came to the right conclusion. "The
Pledge of Allegiance is not a religious exer­
cise," said Brent Walker of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs.

However, Walker warned, "What is
legal is not always the best thing for reli­
gion." Such civil-religion-type references, he
said, can "do more harm than good, because
they can result in trivialization of religion."

Meanwhile, a strong opponent of
Newdow's argument and church-state sep­
aration in general also bemoaned the 

Thomas argued
he would have decid­
ed the case on differ­
ent grounds —
namely, that the
pledge is not a viola­
tion of the First
Amendment because
the ban on govern­
ment establishment
of religion applies
only to the federal
government and not state or local govern­
ments.

Justice Antonin Scalia did not partici­
pate in deciding the case. He recused him­
self, presumably because of controversy
over public comments he made last year
disparaging Newdow's argument.

No side in the case seemed entirely
happy with its outcome. Barry Lynn, direc­
tor of Americans United for Separation of
Church and State, had supported Newdow.
He told Associated Baptist Press that it was
"very disappointing that the Supreme Court
ducked the constitutional issue."

Since the decision lets public school
recitation of the pledge with the offending
words continue, Lynn said, "This means
that religious minorities and other believers
remain second-class citizens for patriotic
purposes."

Lynn also predicted "there will be
other custodial parents" in California who
"will line up" to file similar suits but with
proper standing.

The director of another church-state 

court's avoidance of the issue. "I take little
comfort from this technical ruling that
leaves the real issue unresolved," said
James Kennedy, a Presbyterian pastor and
religious right activist from Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., in a press release. "I take
even less comfort from the fact that only
three of the eight justices participating in
this case signed a separate opinion stating
that recitation of the pledge in public
schools is constitutional."

Richard Land, president of the Southern
Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commis­
sion, said he is happy with the court deci­
sion. "As long as American children can vol­
untarily say the Pledge of Allegiance, then
I've got no problems," he told Baptist Press,
adding the American public would have
insisted on amending the Constitution if the
court had ruled otherwise.

"I would say that this is a serious tacti­
cal setback for the secularists in this coun­
try who are not content with a merely secu­
lar state," Land added. "They want an
aggressively secular society."
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The BJC — now more than ever
Now more than ever. That's the first thought that

comes to mind when I think about the Baptist Joint
Committtee. I'll try to explain why.

The intersection of Church and State Streets has never
been busier — or, for that matter, crazier.

The events of 9/11 shocked, frightened and angered
America. All at the same time. And, when humans get
scared, the first thing we tend to do is take away freedom.
Pass some rules.

with a Confucian or a Buddhist. She later changed her
mind.

Over at the White House, the president has decided to
bypass Congress and by executive fiat to order the federal
agencies to start shoveling millions of tax dollars to church­
es and synagogues despite the First Amendment's prohibi­
tion against government funding for religion.

Am I making my point? In such a time, we need some­
one we trust minding the constitutional store. We need an

It makes us feel more secure.

It has occurred to me that real
religious freedom (which
includes both free exercise and
no establishment) may be

Remember Columbine? Within days
there were police officers in all the schools
(even elementary schools), metal detectors
in the doorways and, again, lots more rules.

After 9/11, we did even more. First
we filled up our airports with security
personnel and started searching little
white-haired ladies. Then, we created a
billion dollar office of Homeland Security 

eminently qualified, highly respected, always principled
voice to sound a clear note to friend and foe alike about the
importance of Baptist distinctives including religious liberty
and its political corollary the separation of churdr and state.

There are plenty of conservative organizations that will
scream bloody murder when the First Amendment's free
exercise of religion clause is violated, and well they should.
But, offer a church some government funding, and you like­
ly will not hear a peep. Likewise, liberal groups may give
millions to promote church-state separation but not a dime 

America's greatest contribution
to the world. Even at this late
date it remains a minority view.

and passed something called the "Patriot
Act." Although it helps us catch the bad
guys, it also makes it easier for the FBI to
tap your phone or, if they prefer, to see
what type books you're checking out at

to protect the free exercise rights of a local church.
We need someone who will do both.
Few of us on the outside can give a firsthand account

of the Baptist Joint Committee's work. We read of their
accomplishments, perhaps pray for their staff, send an

the public library. Worst of all is the possi­
bility that the federal government may 

occasional check and hope for a chance to someday be at
one of their public appearances. But, for those of us who

declare you an "enemy combatant," lock you up in a military have had the chance to work in close association with the
prison and throw away the key without so much as a phone
call to your attorney, much less a hearing. That's all for
American citizens. One can only imagine what we do to
everybody else.

At the same time, a new grassroots movement has
been launched to slap a copy of the Ten Commandments or
"In God We Trust" on every public building in sight,
including the nation's umpteen thousand public schools. If
that were not enough, state and local legislative bodies are
falling all over themselves to pass so-called God resolutions
which wrongly opine that the republic was founded upon a
belief in God rather than a commitment to religious free­
dom for all — believers and non-believers alike. (The differ­
ence between a nation founded upon a belief in God and
one founded upon a belief in religious freedom is the differ­
ence between the United States and Iran.)

Here on the Potomac, allegations that a handful of
mosques have been fund-raising conduits for terrorism
have federal officials considering additional record keeping,
reporting and regulation for churches, while halfway across
the country the Texas Comptroller turned Grand Inquisitor
has revoked the tax exemption of the Unitarian
Universalists ("Honk if you're not sure") for failing to have
a clearly defined belief in God. One wonders what she'd do

BJC and its extraordinary staff, we cannot stand silently
while the country totters on the brink of disaster.

The BJC is the nation's best hope for a balanced wit­
ness on church-state issues. It keeps our political leaders
from veering toward theocracy on the one hand or hostility
toward religion on the other. An agency so critical to our
nation's health — especially one with such a distinguished
record of service for nearly 70 years — should have an
endowment numbering in the tens of millions, but it
doesn't. In fact, the agency has struggled to raise a few
hundred thousand dollars of permanent endowment.

Shame on us.
I have determined to increase my giving to the agency

five-fold. Some of you can do even more, but all of us
should do something.

It has occurred to me that real religious freedom
(which includes both free exercise and no establishment)
may be America's greatest contribution to the world. Even
at this late date it remains a minority view.

At home and abroad, the American experiment in reli­
gious freedom is under attack. Its defense must not be neg­
lected. Now more than ever.

Oliver Thomas is executive director of the Niswonger
Foundation mid former general counsel for the B/C.



House committee removes
church-politicking provision

A House committee has scuttled a provision in a trade bill
that would have allowed churches to engage in partisan politics.

On June 14, the House Ways and Means Committee unani­
mously removed an addendum to the American Jobs Creation Act
of 2004 that would have allowed churches and other houses of
worship to endorse a political party or candidate up to three
times without losing their tax-exempt status.

Currently, churches and other tax-exempt groups organized
under Section 501(c)(3) of the federal tax code are not allowed to
engage in partisan politics. However, churches and ministers are
allowed to speak on public policy and engage in advocacy and
lobbying activities, as long as such activities do not comprise a
substantial part of their activity.

Religious right groups have pushed a proposal by Rep.
Walter Jones, R-N.C., that would allow houses of worship and
religious charities — but not other 501(c)(3) organizations — to
engage in partisan politics while maintaining their tax exempt sta­
tus.

The provision in the jobs bill would not have gone as far as
Jones' legislation. It would have levied fines against churches
after the second and third violations of the ban on partisan poli­
ticking.

The provision was recently slipped into the bill — which
deals largely with international trade issues and corporate tax
cuts — at the request of the House Republican leadership. It was
included the same week that President Bush's re-election cam­
paign came under fire from church-state separationist groups for

a campaign e-mail that sought to identify volunteers for the cam­
paign from 1,600 "friendly congregations" in Pennsylvania,

(continued on page 8)

New chief of the Air Force
Chaplain Service named

Chaplain (Major General Select) Charles C. Baldwin has
been chosen as the new chief of the Air Force Chaplain Service.

The appointment of Baldwin, who has served as deputy
chief of the chaplain service since 2001, is effective June 1, said Air
Force spokeswoman Jennifer
Stephens.

In his new position,
Baldwin will be considered the
"senior pastor" to more than
850,000 people in the combined
active-duty, Guard, Reserve and
civilian force. He will specifical­
ly lead about 2,200 chaplains
and enlisted support airmen in
the active and Air Reserve com­
ponents of the Air Force.

Baldwin replaces Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) Lorraine K. Potter, a
Baptist, who is retiring after serving since 2001.

He is endorsed by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, a
moderate Baptist group based in Atlanta, and will be stationed at
Bolling Air Force Base in Washington.

— RNS

“They say there are no athe­
ists in a foxhole... well,
there are. But when you are
underfire in circumstances
like that, you actually give
more consideration to things
eternal." — Charles C.
Baldwin, in a news release
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Church-politicking
(continued from page 7) °

widely considered an important "swing state" in the
upcoming presidential election.

However, even many religious leaders that sup­
port Jones' legislation opposed the addition to the
trade bill. For instance, Richard Land of the Southern
Baptist Convention's Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission criticized the "three-strike" provision as
well as other aspects of the amendment as inviting
excessive government monitoring and regulation of
religious groups.

In a letter to House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-
111., opposing the provision, Land said it would enable
"an unacceptable intrusion of the IRS into the business
of a church."

Meanwhile, supporters of strict church-state sep-

L.A. County removes cross
Los Angeles County supervisors, faced with a

lawsuit to remove a tiny gold cross from the county
seal, have voted to remove the cross, but the Roman
goddess Pomona will stay.

County supervisors voted June 1 to remove the
cross, which was incorporated into the seal's original
1957 design to represent the Catholic missions found­
ed by Jesuit missionaries.

The American Civil Liberties Union had said the
cross represented an "impermissible endorsement of
Christianity" and was "unconstitutional" as a viola­
tion of the separation of church and state.

The seal, which appears on all county vehicles,
meeting rooms and employee badges, also features a
Spanish galleon, a tuna fish, a dairy cow, the
Hollywood Bowl, engineering tools, oil derricks and
Pomona, the goddess of gardens and fruit trees, to

aration criticized the stricken provision as blurring the
line between church and state.

"You've taken Jesus out of the pulpit and put him
in the polling places," Rep. Charles Rangel, D-N.Y, the
committee's ranking Democratic member, said to
chairman Bill Thomas, R-Calif., in his opening remarks
before the committee "mark-up" of the legislation.

However, it was a Republican — Rep. Nancy
Johnson of Connecticut — who ultimately made the
motion to strike the church-politicking provision. It
passed without any dissent.

The bill will now move to the House floor with­
out the church provision. It is H.R. 4520.

However, the most recent version of Jones' bill
remains before the committee for future consideration
— and now has 165 co-sponsors. It is H.R. 235, the
"Houses of Worship Free Speech Restoration Act."

from county seal
represent agriculture.

Janice Hahn, a Los Angeles City Councilwoman
whose father designed the seal, was one of two City
Council members who supported the seal.

"I believe this seal in no way favors the promo­
tion of any religion over another, just as the Goddess
Pomona certainly does not encourage the act of pagan
worship," she told the supervisors in her testimony.

Some supervisors worried that changing the seal
would set a bad precedent. The city of Redlands,
Calif., already removed a similar cross from its seal
after legal threats from the ACLU.

"Where does it all end?" asked Supervisor Don
Knabe, according to the Times. "I do not think we
should capitulate. As the largest county in America, if
we roll over, what's next?"

—RNS
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