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In facing down Roy Moore and winning, Richard Cohen admitted, he and other supporters
of church-state separation won a legal battle but may have lost the public relations war.

"The real battle here wasn't in the court of law, where we were comfortable," said Cohen,
president of the Southern Poverty Law Center in Montgomery, Ala. "It was in the court of pub-
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lie opinion."
Cohen addressed the Religious Liberty Council of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public

Affairs June 25 at a luncheon held during the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship's general assembly
in Birmingham, Ala.

Cohen's group and two other civil rights organizations represented several Alabamians
who successfully sued Moore, who was once chief justice of Alabama. Two federal courts
declared a monument to the Ten Commandments that Moore had placed in the rotunda of the
Alabama State Judicial Building in Montgomery an unconstitutional state endorsement of reli­
gion.

"We felt that it was a terrible
thing to have the chief justice of
Alabama, the chief judicial officer
of our state, violating the
Constitution/' Cohen said. "There
was a very important principle at
stake as well — one of religious
freedom."

In August, Moore defied a
federal judge's order to remove the
monument. The incident ultimately
led to Moore losing his job for vio­
lating the state's judicial ethics
code. Moore had contended that
the Alabama Constitution required
him to "acknowledge God," and
that the monument was a proper
way to do so. But the vast majority of legal scholars agreed that Moore's argument did not pass
constitutional muster.

However, Cohen said, Moore's stance made him enormously popular among Alabamians
and supporters of the religious right nationwide. Cohen noted that scientific polls at the con­
flict's height showed that 75 percent of Alabama residents supported Moore's position.

Cohen read excerpts of some of the hate mail he received as a result of the case. "Richard
Cohen is a worthless pile of dung," said one letter from a person who identified himself as
Joseph Rose, according to a text Cohen provided to Associated Baptist Press. "I hope God strikes
you dead. If you're ever in Florida, why don't you stop by. There's a few of your teeth (32) I
want to smash down your throat. Have a nice day."

Another, signed by Tony Collins, read, "I saw Richard Cohen on CNN news today. He O

Richard Cohen, president of the Southern Poverty Law Center in Montgomery,
Ala., at the Religious Liberty Council luncheon June 25.
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— James M. Dunn
BJC's retired executive director

■4>was, as all haters of God do, spreading lies about the U.S.
Constitution by saying that venerable document demands the
'separation of church and state.' Only a complete idiot, or an
enemy of this once-great nation, would ever believe such drivel.
... Judgment day is coming, and I will watch with glee as you
crawl before Him and beg for His forgiveness for the lies you
have spoken against Him! Have a miserable eternity, 'For there
will be weeping, and gnashing of teeth.'"

Moore supporters showed such vehemence compared with
"the virtual silence" of religious people who supported the sepa­
ration of church and state, Cohen said. Many Alabama religious
leaders who shared his organization's views on the case were
nonetheless afraid to anger their congregations by speaking out
against Moore, he said.

Cohen thanked the Baptist Joint Committee and several
dozen members of the Alabama clergy who filed a friend-of-the- 

court brief in support of the
plaintiffs' argument. But he
said that did not result in the
kinds of public demonstra­
tions and outpourings of sup­
port that Moore's supporters
showed.

"There were more
Justice Moore supporters out
there in the streets than there were Justice Moore opponents," he
said. Cohen said that caused "lazy" media to portray the battle
simplistically — as between hundreds of Christian pro-Moore
supporters who demonstrated at the courthouse and the handful
of atheists who consistently showed up.

Because the battle for public opinion in favor of separation
of church and state is so difficult, Cohen told the participants,
"We need your help.... Even if Justice Moore is finished, the
other Justice Moores of this world are not through."

"Religious freedom and freedom
of the press are indissolubly linked.
If either... is lost, we go with it."

Participants at the luncheon also heard an update from
Baptist Joint Committee staffers, including a run-down of the
group's activities in the past year by BJC General Counsel Holly
Hollman. She received applause when noting their success in
the Moore case, but sounded a note of warning on a piece of leg­
islation working its way through Congress.

The proposed "Houses of Worship Free Speech Restoration
Act," which would allow churches to endorse political candi­
dates and parties while retaining their tax-exempt status, would
endanger religion's prophetic role in being the conscience of the
state, Hollman argued. "It's difficult for churches and houses of
worship to maintain their independence and not be compro­
mised by politicians and their partisan political goals," she said.

James M. Dunn, the BJC's retired executive director,
encouraged participants to support the newly announced First
Freedoms Project. The project is an educational and fund-raising
collaboration between BJC, Associated Baptist Press and the
Baptists Today news journal. The three groups will provide
churches with resource materials to promote religious liberty
and freedom of the press, while encouraging churches to fund

the three organi­
zations with an
annual offering or
budget gift.

"Religious
freedom and free­
dom of the press
are indissolubly
linked," said
Dunn, now presi­
dent of the BJC
endowment and a

professor at the divinity school
at Wake Forest University. "If
either... is lost, we go with it."

Also at the meeting, mem­
bers of the BJC's Religious
Liberty Council conducted their
annual business. The RLC is the
Baptist Joint Committee's indi­
vidual membership organiza­
tion. They reelected Reginald
McDonough of Tennessee and
Sharon Felton of Texas as co-
chairpersons, as well as David
Rogers of Virginia as secretary.

In addition, RLC members elected three new representa­
tives of the group to the BJC's board, and reelected three others.
The three new representatives are Chris Chapman of North
Carolina and Chris Lawson of Arkansas, who were both elected
to three-year terms, and Michelle McClendon of South Carolina,
who was elected to fill out the remaining two years on an unex­
pired term. Pat Anderson of Florida, Cynthia Holmes of
Missouri and David Massengill of New York were reelected to
three-year terms.

Sharon Felton
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N.C. lawmaker's thoughtful essay tackles
integrating religious precepts into civil law

J. Brent Walker
Executive Director

Members of Congress are often justifiably criticized
for not having a clue about religious liberty and the
proper relationship between church and state. Congress­
man David E. Price of North Carolina is not one of them.
A member of Binkley Memorial Baptist Church, Price
earned a divinity degree and a Ph.D. in political science
from Yale University. He taught at Duke University
before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives
in 1986.

Price recently published an essay called "Faith in
Public Office," included along with other articles in a
new book titled: One Electorate Under God? A Dialogue on
Religion & American Politics, edited by E. J. Dionne Jr. and
others (see Jeremy Lewis' book review on page 8). In his
article, the congressman first acknowledges the "centrali­
ty of religious faith to the motivations drawing people
into politics and to the shape their political advocacy and
practice assume." He then reflects upon the question of
when politicians should feel free to "embody religiously
grounded precepts in civil law."

He begins by embracing an idea advanced by for­
mer governor Mario Cuomo in the original dialogue that
spawned this book. Cuomo argued that there should be
a "coincidence of the religious precept with broader pub­
lic values." That is to say, there should be some sort of
consensus or common ground that reaches beyond the
edges of a religious point of view. In the same vein, he
also opines that religiously based policies that "violate
the principles of civil liberty, nondiscrimination, and
equal opportunity" should be held in check. This is
another way of talking about the oft-mentioned legal for­
mulation taken from the Lemon test that allows religion
to inform public policy or form the basis of governmen­
tal actions if that policy or action has a secular purpose
and does not have the primary effect of advancing reli­
gion.

However, Price goes further to address the ques­
tion theologically. He sees a "need for a kind of religious
humility, rooted in the sense that our own will and striv­
ing are always subject to God's judgment." Relying on
the teachings of both Reinhold Niebuhr and James
Madison, Price argues that humility is called for not sim­
ply because of the difficulty of interpreting biblical teach­
ing, but because of the problem of human sinfulness.
People are always inclined to a form of idolatry by which
they identify their own interests with that of God's will.
He points to Abraham Lincoln in his Second Inaugural
Address as providing an example for modem politicians 

to follow. Lincoln boldly opposed slavery with great
vigor, but tempered that enthusiasm with an humble
recognition that judgment in the final analysis belongs to
God and a steadfast refusal to align his own views with
God's will. ---------------------

In addition to human sinful­
ness, humility is called for in the
political arena by the voluntary nature
of religion generally and Christianity
in particular. Here Price argues per­
suasively that, to the extent govern­
ment gets involved in promoting a
sectarian agenda, it necessarily viti­
ates the voluntariness of religion.
The congressman observes that
nowhere in the Scriptures do we find
Jesus "using political instrumentali­
ties to compel religious faithfulness
or obedience." As I have said before,

Lincoln boldly opposed slavery zoith
great vigor, but tempered that
enthusiasm with an humble recogni­
tion that judgment in the final
analysis belongs to God and a stead­
fast refusal to align his own views
with God's will.

Jesus never sought the help of Herod or
accepted a shekel from Caesar to help him usher in the
Kingdom of God.

Price concludes by criticizing the "kind of religious
arrogance [that] violate[s] the tenets of American plural­
ism and American democracy.... There are compelling
reasons, rooted in the theology of divine transcendence,
human freedom and responsibility, and the pervasive­
ness of sin and pride, for refusing to identify any particu­
lar ideology or political agenda with the will of God and
for rebuking those who presume to do so."

These are good words for us to hear and follow,
especially during an election season. People of faith
should speak out in the public square — even vote for
candidates and push for policies that are in sync with
their religious ethics. But, we should be careful to respect
the right of others to disagree and refrain from baptizing
our flawed proposals in the sacred waters of divine
approval.

R
eport from the C

apital
August 2004



R
ep

or
t f

ro
m

 th
e 

C
ap

ita
l

Au
gu

st
 2

00
4

Matthew 22:15-22

Hie Fifth Sunday After
Pentecost

fl Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30;

Galatians 6:(l-6) 7-16

The Rev. Dr. Keith D. Herron, Senior Pastor
Holmeswood Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo. • July 4,2004

It's Independence Day today
and it's Sunday and the overlap
between our citizenship and our
faith is strong in our minds today.

July 4th is one of those wonder­
ful national celebrations when our
minds are drawn to the gratitude we
feel for being Americans. It's our
country's 228th birthday and it is
right that we feel like shooting off
the rockets to celebrate! There's so
much that we can be grateful for
today.

But particularly, we're mindful
of the thousands of troops who are
overseas conducting a military cam­
paign putting them in harm's way.
On this peaceful Sunday morning,
we're reminded that our world is at
war and that our troops are caught
up in the center of that conflict.

As we remember them today,
we have such mured feelings about
the war in the Middle East. Let's be
mindful of them regardless of your
views on the war or your political
alliances as we head to the fall and
the presidential elections. Let's
remember they are our nation's sons
and daughters, and they serve us all.
Today, let's remember to say a
prayer for our fellow citizens who
are offering themselves in the pur­
suit of peace. Let's pray for the safe­
ty and the cause of peace.

I don't guess it should be much
of a surprise that I would want us to 

think today about what happens at
the intersection known as church
and state. If you're wondering
whether this is simply a question
that's relegated to the obscurity of
the dogma of the local church or the­
oretical political ideologues, think
again! The daily news is littered
with stories where these twin issues
walk hand in hand.

There's the abortion question.
There's the question about the Ten
Commandments and their place in
our government buildings. There are
school vouchers to consider and leg­
islation both for and against gay
marriages. There is the open debate
over whether "one nation under
God'' should be included in our
pledge. We have the presidential
election this fall with regular news
stories about the religious life of
both candidates.

They are not only issues played
out on the national stage; they have
local meaning as well.

One of the top news stories this
week concerned the monitoring of
churches in Johnson County, Mo.,
by the Mainstream Coalition who
want to determine whether pastors
and churches are violating federal
electioneering laws by endorsing
particular candidates. At stake is the
church's tax-exempt status by the
IRS. This action is the direct result of
one of our sister Baptist churches
who is pushing hard at the bound­

aries of church and state.
And then there's the ever-evolv­

ing story of how the First Amend­
ment, the historic separation of church
and state is being reconsidered and
debated, even among Baptists.

Earlier this week survey results
conducted by the Southern Baptist
Convention revealed that 80 percent
of their ministers and other
Pentecostal pastors believed that
"the separation of church and state
in the U.S. has gone too far." That's
an indication of the loss of memory
about Baptist history when you con­
sider the contributions made by
Baptists to see that the First
Amendment came to be adopted. In
the two hundred plus years of this
nation's history, Baptists have been
fierce defenders of a wall that's now
being slowly dismantled by Baptist
criticisms.

Strange, isn't it, that the Baptists
who helped build the wall of separa­
tion between church and state quib­
ble now with its meaning? A good
dose of Baptist history is ignored
when we determine that the church
should have more influence and
control over the government. We
forget about those early Christian
dissidents who suffered greatly
because they refused to bow down
to the state-run church. We Baptists
weren't the only ones who gave sup­
port to the wall of separation, but
we have worked hard at the issue



First Freedoms Project

even when it didn't directly benefit us.
Dr. Leon McBeth, my professor of

church history at Southwestern Seminary,
once described his participation in a series
of Protestant/Jewish Interfaith dialogues.
During a recess he was introduced to one
of the leading Jewish scholars who was
there to present a paper. Upon learning
that McBeth was a Baptist, he openly
sneered saying, "And who are the Baptists
that they should have a professor to teach
their history?" McBeth was stunned into
silence by the crassness and arrogance of
the question and gave no immediate reply.
That esteemed scholar didn't know his
church history very well or he would have
understood that the cost of freedom paid
by our Baptists forbears bought freedom
for all people of faith. Our motto on issues
of church-state has been: If it's not free­
dom for all, then it's freedom for none.

Baptists have historically been deeply
immersed in protecting the freedom and
protection that comes with the separation
of church and state. That is the freedom
the government should expect from reli­
gion and also the freedom religion should
expect from government.

But if we worry about protecting gov­
ernment from the intrusions of religion,
the First Amendment works in another
dynamic way by seeking to protect reli­
gion from government. Perhaps you read
with interest the story in The Kansas City
Star (originally written for The Washington
Post) describing the Bush-Cheney reelec­
tion campaign's plan to enlist religious
workers to aid their campaign. That goal,
in and of itself, is not the problem. It's
how they intend to recruit those volun­
teers that must be considered through the
principles of the First Amendment.

The news story describes how the
Republican Party plans to contact churches
requesting their church directories so they
can plunder the church's member's names
and addresses for recruitment. Further,
they will ask these same churches to dis­
tribute partisan issue guides to their wor­
shipers and persuade pastors to hold voter
registration drives to see that all their 

members are registered to vote.
This news story should be troubling

to those of us who feel the First Amend­
ment is worthy of our efforts to maintain.
This should run against the grain of our
Baptist upbringing!

Today, Holmeswood joins with three
Baptist organizations for the sake of pro­
moting the First Amendment. We are also
joining approximately 300 other Baptist
churches that value the First Freedom as a 

Jesus held up a Roman coin in the
company of those who pondered how pol­
itics and religion should interact. In doing
so, he challenged us to offer up to our
nation a commitment of citizenship that
was respectful and contributed to our
national good. In short, he was calling
upon us to be involved in our communi­
ties as good citizens. But he never elevated
our sense of nationalism over the power of
the Kingdom that Christ came to bring
into the world. Our commitment to nation­

good way to express both our deep
Christian beliefs and our commitment to
freedom.

The three institutions are those this

alism is limited and informed by our chief
allegiance to God.

"Render unto Caesar those things that
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are

church already supports through our budg­
et. We include them as a part of our regular
missions gifts, and I want to encourage you
to get to know them by going to their web­
sites for more information.

God's," Jesus told them. Let's promise one
another that we'U work to see that we
remain faithful to the spirit of those words.

Our good friend, Dr. James Dunn,
said it eloquently, "the cross never looks 

The first organization is the good wrapped in the American flag." It is

doing so on this
day of freedom!

Associated Baptist Press. Tire ABP's goal is
to provide unhindered news coverage that
is balanced and not controlled by the spin-
meisters of denominational politics. We
are well served by the ABP because the
freedom of the press is a vital building
block upon which freedom is based.

Second, we join tire Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs, a group com­
mitted to articulating the need that religion
and politics have their domains of influ­
ence but should be discouraged from using
the other to manipulate our citizenry.

The final group is the newsmagazine
called Baptists Today. Many of you sub­
scribe to its monthly publication. It is
an excellent resource for a balanced
source of news that includes not only
Baptist news but from other Christian
groups as well.

All three groups have united together
in the cause announced as the First
Freedoms Project. They are calling upon
churches like us to emphasize the impor­
tance of the First Amendment in our day.
The great irony of freedom is that it is not
free; it must be protected from leaders
who would invade our times either calling
upon the name of God or nationalism to
justify their means.

for
the
greater
good. Let us
be faithful in

a sacred duty that we Baptists never forget
our rich heritage. In so doing, it's good for
religion because it assures us that we will
continue to enjoy our freedom of religion.
But it's also good for the state in that it
keeps any one religion from violat­
ing that same sense of freedom.

God is the Creator of
freedom and respect.
These are the
things we ren­
der unto
God 
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RNC's use of church directories
poses hazard for houses of worship

Melissa Rogers Little did we know that high-powered political opera­
tives would one day take a keen interest in those dog-eared
church directories in our kitchen drawers. As has been
widely reported, the campaign to reelect President Bush
and Vice President Cheney has produced materials inform­
ing their "coalition coordinators" that one of their "duties"
is to: "Send your Church Directory to your State Bush-
Cheney '04 Headquarters or give to a BC04 Field Rep."

------------------- The Associated Press recently

Moreover, the RNC is wrong —
church directories are not public
documents available to anyone;
they belong to the church and
only the church. Indeed, for a
campaign to tell people it is
their “duty" to turn over their
church directory and then list
that "duty" as one of so many
bullet points accompanied by
specific deadlines is an affront
to religion.

reported that the "Republican National
Committee confirmed it had asked
Catholics who back Bush to give parish
directories to the RNC as a way to identi­
fy and mobilize new voters."

There are some legitimate ways for
political campaigns to try to reach reli­
gious people. Soliciting church directo­
ries isn't one of them.

Churches and other organizations
that are tax-exempt under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
are absolutely prohibited from participat­
ing in any political campaign on behalf
of (or in opposition to) any candidate for
elective public office. Among other
things, this means that a church cannot
selectively provide its mailing list to a
candidate or political party. To do so
would jeopardize a church's tax-exempt
status. A recent Religion News Service
article also noted that "Federal Election

Commission guidelines forbid 'membership organizations'
from donating anything 'of value' to a political campaign
unless they register as a political action committee," and
that a church mailing list "could certainly be considered
something of value," according to an FEC official.

Nonetheless, the Bush-Cheney campaign and the RNC
have doggedly defended these tactics. They say they are
not asking churches to turn their directories over to the cam­
paign — instead, they are only asking individual church
members to do so. Even if this is true, they are asking these
individuals either to act unethically or to act in a way that
could endanger their church's tax-exempt status. As a
purely ethical matter, organizational members step over a
line when they use group lists for purposes other than the
organizational purpose without the group's prior approval.
This notion has special resonance in the case at hand.
When our brothers and sisters in Christ walked down the
aisle, they joined a church, not a political patty. As people 

of faith, we must respect and protect that sacred act.
If, however, a church member tries to avoid an ethical

problem by seeking permission from fellow church mem­
bers to turn the directory over to a particular campaign, it
could then involve the church itself in ratifying the submis­
sion, thus running afoul of the tax code. Further, the FEC
guidelines noted above raise some complex legal issues for
churches.

RNC spokespersons also have tried to justify their tac­
tics by saying that church directories are "public docu­
ments available to anyone, and making the request violates
no law." It is true that campaigns and political parties
themselves don't violate the law when they engage in these
tactics — they just create a legal trap for churches to fall
into. Political strategists are trying to eke out the margin of
victory in this election wherever they can, and many
frankly don't give a hoot about any collateral damage.
Moreover, the RNC is wrong — church directories are not
public documents available to anyone; they belong to the
church and only the church. Indeed, for a campaign to tell
people it is their "duty" to turn over their church directory
and then list that "duty" as one of so many bullet points
accompanied by specific deadlines is an affront to religion.
These tactics dictate to religion rather than dialogue with it.
They use religion rather than respect it

Although RNC spokespersons claim that the informa­
tion gleaned from these directories will be used for "non­
partisan voter-registration drives," this strains credulity. It
also highlights the fact that these overtures are confusing
and likely to prompt actions that will jeopardize churches'
tax-exemptions.

Of course, these days it is only the rare religious per­
son who is surprised when political parties ask him or her
to do things that are completely inappropriate and even
harmful to a religious body. What would be surprising and
disappointing, however, is if church members follow these
instructions.

After all, the most important reason for refusing to
give our church directories to political campaigns is found
in the Bible. Jesus said: "Render... unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are
God's." The church is not a creature of the state or of any
earthly power; it is a creature of God. Before and beyond
November 2004, may we reject every entreaty that asks us
to give to Caesar that which belongs to God.

Melissa Rogers is a visiting professor of religion and pub­
lic policy at Wake Forest University Divinity School in
Winston-Salem, N.C., and former BJC general counsel.



Baptist ministers to face off
in Georgia state Senate race

Two Baptist ministers — Republican Cecil Staton and Democrat
Ben Taylor — will be campaigning for an open Georgia state Senate
seat to be determined in the Nov. 2 general election. The newly cre­
ated district covers parts of five central Georgia counties

Taylor, minister of education and administration at the First
Baptist Church of Christ in Macon, where he has served since
1986, faced no opposition in the July 20 Democratic primary.
Staton was the projected winner over physician Meg Nichols in
the Republican primary, receiving 54.5 percent of the votes with
95 percent of the precincts reported.

Staton is president of Smyth and Helwys Publishing that pro­
duces curriculum and other resources for a primarily moderate
Baptist audience. He also recently birthed Stroud and Hall, a new
publishing house that released U.S. Senator Zell Miller's stinging
critique of the Democratic Party. The bestseller is titled, A National
Party No More.

Taylor, who lives in the Bolingbroke community north of
Macon, was elected three times to the Monroe County Board of
Education. He resigned that position to run for the state Senate.

Staton entered the political arena in 2002, losing in a primary
run-off with eventually winner Phil Gingrey, R-Ga., for the 11th
Congressional District seat in the U.S. House of Representatives.

The two candidates are graduates of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. Both Staton and
Taylor describe themselves as conservatives and their entry into
to politics as an extension of their ministry calling. —ABP

"The educational challenge
is great."

— Paul McMasters,
Freedom Forum First

Amendment ombudsman,
commenting on the findings

of the annual First
Amendment survey

Concern for First Amendment
rights on the rise, survey says

Americans' confidence in the First Amendment, which fell
after the attacks of 9/11, is up again, according to a new survey.

The First Amendment Center of Nashville, Tenn., has released
its 2004 survey results on the "State of the First Amendment,"
which suggests Americans' concern for protecting freedoms is at
levels not seen since before Sept. 11,2001.

The survey, conducted in
conjunction with the American
Journalism Review, showed that
when asked whether the First
Amendment goes too far in the
protections it guarantees, 65 per­
cent said it did not, up from 49
percent of those polled in 2002.

"Despite the ongoing war on
terrorism worldwide and regular 
warnings from authorities about domestic attacks, a significant
majority of Americans continue to support a free and open socie­
ty," said Gene Policinski, acting director of the First Amendment
Center, according to The Associated Press.

A majority of the 1,000 people polled said religiously offen­
sive speech should be allowed, but racially offensive speech and
patently offensive music should not be protected.

Paul McMasters, Freedom Forum First Amendment ombuds­
man, published a commentary on the findings, saying there is a
"troubling disconnect between principle and practice when it
comes to First Amendment rights and values. Americans in sig­
nificant numbers appear willing to regulate the speech of those
they don't like, don't agree with or find offensive."

Watchdog group files complaint against
Arkansas church for 'political' sermon

Americans United for Separation of Church and State, a reli­
gious-liberty watchdog organization, filed a complaint July 20
with the IRS against the 14,000-member First Baptist Church of
Springdale, Ark., the largest church affiliated with the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention, for what it considers partisan politics,
according to the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.

The church's pastor, Ronnie Floyd, preached a patriotic ser­
mon July 4 during which he encouraged members to "vote God"
in the November election. Floyd did not mention either President
Bush or Democratic challenger John Kerry by name, nor did he
indicate which candidate he personally favored. Rather, he urged
members to vote "by the authority of God's Word, Christian val­
ues, convictions and beliefs."

But Americans United claims the message crossed the line of
the Internal Revenue Service Tax Code for tax-exempt churches,
which prohibits churches from participating or intervening in
political campaigns on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate
for public office.

During the sermon in question, Floyd called the November
presidential election "one of the most critical elections in U.S. his­
tory. ... Rarely have we seen two candidates so diametrically
opposed in their convictions."

Contrasting the candidates' stands on same-sex marriage,
Floyd stated, "One candidate believes marriage is a God-ordained
institution between one man and one woman and has proposed a
constitutional amendment protecting marriage." A photo of Bush
appeared on a screen behind Floyd as he spoke those words.

"The other candidate was one of only 14 U.S. senators to vote
against the Defense of Marriage Act of 1996," Floyd continued as
a photo of Kerry appeared. Similarly, he contrasted the candi­
dates' views on abortion and other issues.

"[Floyd] clearly violated the letter and spirit of the ban on
electioneering. About the only thing he did not say was 'Vote for
Bush.' But those three words would have added nothing to the
sermon. Even a child would understand whom the sermon urged
his listeners to vote for," said Brent Walker, executive director of
the Baptist Joint Committee. While Floyd's supporters might
argue his comparison of candidates was nothing more than a
multimedia voter guide, "it would be hard to make the case that
it is accurate and unbiased."

An IRS tax guide for churches notes it is acceptable for
churches to speak out on moral issues, provide non-partisan
voter-education guides and encourage people to vote, but they
must not "favor one candidate over another."

Alan Damron, an associate pastor of the Springdale church,
said," there is no time in the sermon where Ronnie endorses by
name any candidate over the other."
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Persons of every political stripe are intrigued by
the connection between religion and politics and the
debate about the proper relationship between a politi­
cian's religious beliefs and
his or her role in public
office.

In perfect time to help
with this discussion, the Pew
Forum on Religion & Public
Life joined with the
Brookings Institution to bring
together a non-partisan
review of the "question of
how religious convictions
and sensibilities should relate
to the obligations of public
office in a political system
that insists on the separation
of church and state" (ix).

As the third volume in a
series from the Pew Forum
Dialogues on Religion &
Public Life, One Electorate
Under God?: A Dialogue on
Religion & American Politics
provides a valuable entry point into a helpful and
healthy conversation regarding the role of religion in
American politics. The book highlights a conversation
between Rep. Mark Souder, R-Ind., and Mario
Cuomo, former governor of New York.

Witnessing the differing views of a "liberal

Catholic" (Cuomo) and a "conservative evangelical"
(Souder), the reader is drawn into the conversation
and encouraged to join the dialogue of ideas while

searching for his or her own
understanding of the issues
(x).

The first part of the
book is devoted primarily to
the dialogue between
Souder and Cuomo; the sec­
ond part of the book is com­
prised of articles responding
to that conversation. Across
the broad spectrum from lib­
eral to conservative opin­
ions, the varied responses to
the issues engage the earlier

I conversation, providing
instructive insights and care­
ful critiques.

The reader is stimulat­
ed to think more maturely
about religion's role in
American public life.
Beyond definitive conclu­

sions, the reader may be encouraged to more reading
and conversation as one seeks to negotiate the tension
between the separation of church and state and the
relevance of religion to politics.
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