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THE NIGHT COMETH AND ALSO THE MORNINGi *

* 
*

In the good old traditional manner we say to all, a Joyous Christmas and *
a Happy New Yeari Some shafts of glory lighted the pages of I9U9, and a hint *
of radiance glows upon the earth at the dawning of 1950. Despite indecision, *
postponement, frustration and indeterminedness, we have groped our way through * 
the shadows. With faith in truth and righteousness, in ideals of freedom, and * 
with trust in God and a God-ordained moral order for the universe, we march * 
toward the morning. We acknowledge our inadequate powers to control our world, * 
but we strongly hope in Providential outworking of history toward human re- *
demption. We humbly aspire to be accepted as workers together with God. *

*
Joseph M. Dawson * 

*♦ ♦♦if****************************************

THE YEAR IN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS

Internationally speaking, the eyes of the world have been focussed on Eastern Europe, 
where the struggle between the totalitarian state and churches has been most acute. The 
more significant events there include the life sentence of Cardinal Mindezenty (charged 
with spying, illegal currency operations and plotting to restore the Hapsburg), and the im
prisonment of the Lutheran Bishop Ordass in Hungary the year previous; the Jailing of one- 
third of the Protestant pastors in Bulgaria and long prison terms for many for "treasonable 
communication with Western foreigners"; the suppression in Roumania of the Uniat Church and 
imposition of a strict system of government control over all churches; and the October 
directive" in Czechoslovakia of state support of and control over the churches.

In England the question of government grants to Roman Catholic schools has recently 
aused bitter controversy. In summary the situation is: while the Catholic Church in the 
nited States has insisted that the inclusion of Catholic school children In government aid 
0 education does not violate the American principle of separation of church and state, In 
ritain the teachers of church schools, including priests and nuns, already are paid from 
ax money, which also provides operating expenses. The I9M Education Act requires all 

schools to meet certain minimum building standards. The Act estimated the cost of improving 
-athollc schools at 10,000,000 pounds ($28,000,000). The Roman Catholic Bishops say the re
paired outlay would be closer to 60,000-000 pounds ($168,000,000) and that the Church can- 
nct afford it. They have proposed that local education authorities take over the Church 
schools under lease and make improvements from public funds. In return they would let local 
authorities appoint teaching staffs — subject to church approval. The Bishop's proposal 

6 unsatisfactory to Britain's Labor Government.



In Milcamaya, Bolivia on August 8, a violent mob of 300 Indians, reportedly incittfM 
local Bowin Catholics against Protestant missionaries, attacked a group of Baptists aaaoffl 
ed in worship. They killed nine persons among whom were Norman Dabbs, of the Canadian 
tist Mission, and President Francisco Zalagar of the Baptist Union of Bolivia. ThrougmotB 
Latin America the tensions between the Roman Catholic Church and Protestant churches ten I 
increased, because of the renewed effort of the Roman Church to control governments, aa I 
demonstrated in the activities of the Madrid-Buenos Aires Axis, and disturbances caused byI 
church-inspired violent seizures of the governments of Venzuela, Peru and Columbia. Aa a I 
result, the World Council of Churches asserts, Roman Catholicism is losing the loyalty of I 
the South Americans. I

B
As in the Southern hemisphere so in most churches of Europe — the Roman Catholic, I 

Orthodox and Protestant - cling to the idea of state support but resent state control. |
Thus under governments which are hostile to religion, conflict is inevitable. Everywhere I 
the influence of America's system of separation, between church and state is felt more/and 
more, hence existing connections between church and state' challenged. / |

In the United States interest in our distinctive principle of BeparatipfTTStween 
church and state has been heightened. At no time has the difference between Catholic and 
Protestant views in respect to it been more pronounced than when Federal aid to education 
bills were introduced into Congress during the past year. Now the indications are that ef
forts to revive the movement toward Federal aid in 1950 will be directed exclusively toward 
supplements for teachers'’salaries. In addition to government educational aids presently 
has sprung up the propriety of government help to denominational hospitals allowed under 
the Hill-Burton Act. There is prospect of a test case being entered in the courts. 
Southern Baptists have taken the lead in declining tax aids for most of their hospitals.

Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation cf Church and State, which join
ed with a citizens committee in New Mexico in 1948 in a suit to oust 175 nuns and priests 
from 29 public schools for alleged violation of New Mexico's Constitution and the United 
States Supreme Court decision in the McCollum case, declined in 19^9 to Join the court ef
fort of the same citizens committee to eject Roman Catholic nuns and priests as a class, 
but insisted that only individuals convicted on evidence by due process of law should be 
excluded.

Perhaps the most important and far-reaching event of the year was the adoption by the 
United Nations General Assembly of a Declaration of an International Bill of Human Rights, 
Article 18 of which reads:

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; 
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, 
either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to mani
fest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance."

* * *

WHAT CONGRESS FACES UPON REASSEMBLING

Legislation Related to Fpreign Policy

Point IV 
in H.R. bills

(the President's program for U. S. aid to underdeveloped areas), as presented
5615 and 6026, and companion bills S. 2197 and H.R. 5584 for helping to finance.

World Organization, H. Con. Res. 64 and other resolutions relating thereto.

Military aid, H.R. 1437, now in House-Senate Conference, concerning 70 group air force 
proposals.



Displaced Persons. H.R. 4567, liberalizing amendments to the Displaced Persons Act of 
9^8, passed. The Senate voted to take up the matter January 25, 1950.

Legislation Related to Domestic Affairs
I

Extension and Liberalization of Social Security (H.R. 6000). This extremely long and 
implicated bill was passed by the House on October 6. Senator George has announced that 
leanings are scheduled before his Comnittee early in January. In its present form, the bill 
rould extend Old-Age and Survivors benefits to approximately 11,000,000 persons. These 
include:

1) About 4.5 million non-farm self-employed persons (with specific exceptions) whose 
net earnings from self-employment total $400.

2) About 3»8 million state and local government employees - if certain agreements are 
made among employees, employing units, and the Federal Security Agency.

3) About 750,000 domestic servants who earn $25 or more per quarter, and who work 26 
lays or more per quarter - unless employed on a profit-making farm.

4) About 600,000 employees of non-profit institutions other than ministers and members 
rf religious orderb. The tax from the employee is compulsory; at least half the benefits 
ire therefore assured, ihe employer may decide not to pay his share of the tax.

5) 200,000 agricultural processing workers off the farm; certain other farm-related 
md agri cultural-horticultural association employees.

6) Miscellaneous groups employed outside United States territory, temporary Federal 
mplcyees, etc.

Federal Aid to Education: S. 246, the Thomas Bill, was passed by a 56 to 15 vote in 
he Senate on May 5, 1949. This bill was similar to one sponsored by Senator Robert Taft 
• Ohio in the 80th Congress and passed by the Senate then. In the House Education and 
abor Committee, Representative Graham Barden introduced H.R. 4643, in which he speclflcal- 
y denied assistance to non-public Schools, even though the respective states might be pro- 
idir.g transportation or other facilities. The Thomas Bill made the grants to the states 
c use to supplement their own funds. The Issue of aid to non-public schools became the 
ecus of the arguments and great pressure was brought on both sides. The bill now remains 
efcre the House Committee on Education and Labor, with no real Indication that it will be 
-’ported.

School Health Services: S. 1411 (H.R. 3942) was passed by the Senate on April 29- It 
rthorizes the payment of $35 million into a program for improving school health services 
’-rough state agencies. This bill was referred to the House Committee on Interstate and 
'reign Commerce from which it has not yet been reported.

Health Insurance Proposals: S. 1679 was offered by Senator Thomas of Utah on behalf of 
Administration; S. 1581 was sponsored by Senator Taft of Ohio; S. 1456, by Senator Lister 

■11 of Alabama; S. 1106, by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., of Massachusetts. All of these 
•re considered at hearings held in May by the appropriate Senate and House Committees. No 
:pcrt has been made.

Civil Rights: Final action has yet to be taken on the major points in the President's 
■VH Rights Program.
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SHALL BAPTIST HOSPITALS ACCEPT GOVERNMENT AID? W

Baptists, particularly in the South, are committed to a ministry of healing throu^H 
hospitals. They conceive the Christian program essentials to consist of Evangelism, 
tion and Healing. Accordingly the Southern Baptist Convention maintains a huge hospitaflM 
New Orleans, and each state has one or more hospitals. Through the years the Southern 
stitution has never accepted any government aid, and that has been almost the uniform 
tlce of the Baptist institutions operated in the various states. For example, Texas BapTl 
tists support seven large hospitals -- the Baylor University in Dallas, the Memorial in 
Houston, the Hillcrest in Waco, with others in San Antonio, Abilene, Harlingen and Beaumont,

At the last meeting of the Baptist General Convention of Texas, by unanimous vote/ 
government, aid was declined and the following resolution -adopted; /'

"From time to time various institutions owned by our Convention arp—ap>/ 
proached on the matter of receiving state or federal aid. We recogn>«e readily 
the need for expansion and enlargement and that appeal of handouts /of money might 
tempt those who are unmindful of the full significance of such grahts. In this 
day when certain religious groups are making inordinate demands for government 
aid, it would be nothing short of tragic for any of our institutiohs to weaken 
our testimony by accepting such aid."

Kentucky, Georgia, South Carolina and other states were equally emphatic. Alabama 
Baptists, in annual session at Mobile, however, debated a proffered gift of $2,000,000 for 
their state hospital until 1:00 A. M., when they finally decided to abide by the general 
Baptist practice. They'nevertheless voted to return the hospital to the Birmingham dis
trict Association which is at this writing about to vote on recommendations by the hos
pital board that the gift be accepted.

Perhaps the ablest defense of the Baptist attitude has been made in a paper written by 
Dr. Ellis A. Fuller, President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and Dr. W. C. 
Boone, Secretary of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. The paper was published in the Louis
ville Courier-Journal in reply to an editorial in which the newspaper professed great re
spect for the Baptists but doubted they had thought the question through. Alas, after cen
turies of heroic Baptist witness to the principle of separation of church and state J Most 
readers would conclude after reading the Baptist answer that the Baptist have neither been 
asleep nor unable to think the issue through.

The United States Supreme Court has said in both the Everson and McCollum decisions: 
"Neither a state nor the Federal Government can set up a church. Neither can pass laws 
which aid one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion over another. No tax in 
any amount, large or small, can be levied to support any religious activities or institu
tions, whatever they may be called, or whatever form they may adopt, to teach or practice 
religion."

How can one escape the conclusion that this applies to hospitals as well as to schools? 
Who does not believe that hospitals constitute one of the most attractive effective means 
for propagating any sect’s faith?

It is necessary to add that certain Baptist hospitals have accepted government aid and 
others, in order to secure such aid, have dissolved their Baptist name and connections and 
have set up self-perpetuating boards of trustees. The hope is expressed in many quarters 1 
that a test suit may soon be entered in the courts to determine the right of denominational 
hospitals under the Hill-Burton Act to benefit by government grants.


