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At the end of the six-month period now cloeing, 4t is proper to report that evia
dence accumilates to show that the Joint Camittee on Public Affaire has exerted no
little influence in the life of the Nation. Its findings have been widely published
io the Baptist press, in the press of other religious bodies and 1o the secular press,
The ever-increasing calle for litersture have been notable, Two instances will 11lue-
trate. PFirst, the office cooperated with the Avericap Baptist Publication Society,
through its epecial number of The Leader devoted to articles on Separation of Church
and State, many reprinte of which were mailed fram our office, Secand, the Southern
Baptist Training Unions designated Sunday, July 9, for e specisl program oo Separm-
tion of Church and State, As a result hundreds of local uniome sent postage money for
our literature on the subject., 1In fact, the volume of reguests from individuale end
churches for epecialized literature throughout the country has become eo large we are
creating a series of pamphlets, each to deal with a particular aepect of the general
subject, We are also gredually building up in our office an impressive library of
books, magazines apd menuscripte which is more and more sought by research etudente
and others concerned with gaining e full kmowledge of the subject.

Interest in the Cammittee ie further evidenced by the mumercus invitations come
iog fram churches, collegea, clube and conventions for lectures, speeches, sermons,
dlscuseions along the lipes of its work, Ae far as it is ip his power to reepond to
these demands, your Bxecutive Director does o, and those who extend the ipvitations

bear the expensee,

Ae to the effectiveness of our efforts, it may be poloted out that such labors,
combined with those of others holding like comvictions, are undoubtedly producing a
profound influence on American thought, If in no other sense, they have ewvekened s
Popular concern, Witness, first, the place which the question of churchestate rela-
tione occuplee among public iesues. Some welleinformed publiciste have declsred that
1t stands next to labor-management in importance, Next observe that during tbe year
books oo the subject have poured from the presses of the country =- commanding books,
euch as Stokes' threeevolume work on the subject, priced at $25,00, and other booke on
bestegeller 1ists, The Executive Director's volume, according to the publisher, hao
slready sold nearly 10,000 copjes. Pinally, note that the Govermment has been made
vell eware of the people's thought, As of this date Congrees hae not voted public
eppropriations in ald of sectartan schools, snd there is no officlal representative
61 the Vatican, Let us hope that it may be kept ec for all time to come.

Most likely one of the greetest mervices to be rendered by thie Committee lies in
the ares of clarification -- that 18, of the American Congtitutionel principle of
°*eparation of church and state as interpreted by Baptists, The principle has numerous,
lmost unlimited applicetions, It applies not alone, for example, to e U, S. Ambasaa=
dor to the Vaticap and to Pederal aid to sectarian echools, but wherever there is in~
terlocking of institutional fumctioms. A true and just interpretation of all applica-
tlone 18 not easily or readily made, The principle 1s often involved with perplexing
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At the end of the eix-mouth period now closing, it ie proper to report that evi-
lence accumulates to show thaet the Joipt Committee on Pudblic Affulre hae exerted no
{ttle {nfluence in the life of the Nation, Ite findings have been widely published
‘D the Baptist prees, in the press of other religiocus bodies end 1p the secular press,.
Toe ever-increasing calle for litersture have been notable, Tvo lnetapces will 1llue-
trate. Firet, the office cooperated with the American Baptist Publication Society,
through ite speclal number of The leader devoted to articlea on Separation of Church
end State, many reprinte of which were mailed from our office, Second, the Southern
Baptiet Truining Uplooe depignated Sunday, July G, for a specisl program on Separa-
tioo of Chureb and Stete, As a reeult bundreds of locel unione eent postage money for
sur litersture on the subject, In fact, the volume of requeets frow individusle and
churches for speclalized literature throughout the country hae became 80 large we are
creating « seriee of pamphlets, eoch to deal with 8 particular aspect of the general
subject, We are also gradually building up in our office an impreesive library of
books, mugszines apd manuscripts which {s more and more sought by resesrchb students
tod othere concerned with gaining s full knovledge of the eubject.,

Intereat in the Cammittee is further evidenced by the numerous invitations com-
ing fram churches, colleges, clubs and conventions for lectures, speeches, sermons,
1iscuseione along the lines of itp work. Ase far as it i{e in hie pover to respomd to
these demands, your Executive Director doee so, and those who extend the 1pvitations

tear the expengee,

As to the effectiveness of our efforte, 1t may be polnted out that euch lubora,
comtined with those of othere holding like convictions, are undouttedly producing a
profound influence on American thought. If ip no other sense, they have awnkened «
popular concern. Witnees, first, the place which the question of church-etate relae
tlona occuples among public iasues, Same well-inforwed publiclete have declured that
it etapds next to labor-mapagement irn importance, HRext obeerve tuet during the year
tooke on the eubject have poured fram the presses of the country -- cammanding books,
8ick 88 Stokes' threeevolume work on the subject, priced at $29,00, and other books oo
bestepe,ler liste, The Executive Director's volume, according to the publioher, has
2iready sold nesrly 10,000 copies, Finally, note thet the Qovermment Las been mude
vel]l avare of the people's thought. As of thie date Congrees bss nnt voted purlic
irpropristione in ai@ of secterian schoola, and there 1e o official representative
8- the Vatican, Let us hope that 1t may be kept so for ull time to come.

Mcet likely one of the greatest pervices to be rendered by thie Cammittec lles in
the sree of clurification -- that is, of the American Conetitutions! principle of
*¢paration of church and state as ioterpreted by Baptiste., The principle hae puderous,
2lmost unlimited applicatione, It applies not slone, for example, to & U, 5. Ambuses«
10r to the Veticsn spd to Pederal aild to sectarian schools, but wherever there 1s ine
terlocking of institutional functions. A true and Juet interpretatior of il applicu-
tions 18 not eaelly or readily msde, The principle is oftec lovo.ved with perplexiog
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marginsl matters. Selfainterest ie alvays able to ratiocomlize any violatioms., This

means. 88 we have sald in our September nevsletter, many actuelly hold thet we shoyla
Beparﬁ,lte church apd ptate now end then, here end there. They refuse to go all out for

a loyal, conslstent applica¥ion of the principie. ;

Your Executive Director eincerely believes that religious liberty in Ameripd eb.
solutely depends upon the forthright malnteansnce of the principle of c -ajate
geparation ~=- that our free churches ultimately cemnot survive Hithogt/ju;t t. T
ensble any ambitious denominstion to utilize government subsidiee with which to build
glgantic, overshudowing inetitutions for 1te promotion conetitutes (e Teal threat to
all others. The grant of governmeat subeidies to churches bae in d11 lande encouraged
clericalism in government. We cannot think to eecape that evil if we neglect our
cherished principle., A powerful politically-minded eectarian minority cen obtain the
political balance of power, decide which political party shall run the Government and
then demend a price for its favors, In the end that would mean that Baptiste and all
free churches would lose both thelr liberties and their proeperity. Where have Bap-
tiete anywhere under church-state coalition ever prospered?

Due to the fact that church-state separation is ome of our most dietinctive apd
distinguishing doctrines, end to the patent foct that others look to us for leaderehiy
in upholding this doctripe, we bave a miesion to fulfill, We cannot defasult with such
a trust, but must through this Committeec endeavor to do our utmost toward performing
our high duty in a aspecialized task. Confronting criticiam or indifference we must
eteadfastly, unweveringly with intelligence, positiveneme and zeel prese on; for much
ground remaineth to be possessed,

No attempt here is made to itemize the dally requeste which ccme up from Baptist
conventions, committees or individuals, The requests are for us to attend to legiti-
mote matters for them with various departments of the Government. We try to give
faithful and instert attention to uall such mattere. In this report we merely suggest
organizations with which we have conferred in bebalf of the priociple tc which we are
committed -- such as the Baptist World Alllance, the United Natiouns, the U. §. Btate
Department, the Netioral Education Association and Protestants and Others United for
Separation of Church and State, In these and in many otbers in which the Executive
Directcr hus participated the position of this Committee 1s asked apd evaluated. For
the creation of proper public opinion, he feele that we should welcame opportunities
for the voice of United States Baptiste to be heard in such agencies,

In cordial accord with the comstitutional plan of the Committee, the Executive
Larcctor would rely on the eub-committees to examine current affairs, to analyze thelr
bearings, and to interpret Baptist attitudes. He does pot presume to impose his per-
sonal findinge upon the Committee, or to eek your indoreement of them, The coneldered
findings of the sub-committees will constitute s guide to the office=policies and wvill
be received with respect by our Beptist people,

In closing thle report we desire to express deep apprecietion of the splendid co-

operation which hse been given so gemercusly by the members of the Committee and the
Baptiats throughout the country,

Respectfully sutmitted,

Joseph M. Dawson
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE (W WORLD ISSUES

M. T, Rankin, Chairman
October 3, 1950

Concerning the Tension Between Christianity and Commmiem

1, Because political Compunism ie diametrically opposed to the faith and prace
tice of believing Christians; and because Communist political aggression has aroused
paseionate emotions in the hearts of Christian people, ve recommend that ail Chris-
taipe be careful not to condemn as Communlsts great masees of people in China, the
Balkans or even in Russia who are themselves the victim of Comminiat tyranpy. We
repember that many of them are our brothers in Christ, As Christians we will avold
the Communist trick of condemning whole nations, While condemning the leaders of Com-
munist tyrenny, we will maintain a eympathy and compaseion for the common people
avoiding such spurious lebels as "Communiet Chine" or "Comsunist Polapd”,

2, Believing in the integrity of individual Christians now living in Communist
ruled areas, we reaffirm our conviction of their sincerity snd faithfulnsss to Christ,
We are coufident thaet God will bonor the contimuation of their Christiso witnees, and
vill continue to extend our Christian love to them by every helpful means.

j. We are chagrinned and embarraseed that in the daye when Christian Buropean
pations ruled their colonial empires, they did so little to change the basic ecomamic
and social structure by which the masees of colonial peoples were condemmed to etarva-
tion levels of existence, As for the work of Christian miesicoaries and pative Chrie-
tiane, we are not surprised that in the face of an age long ruthless culture, they
hove not been able to effect Chrietisn changes in the sociasl and economic life of the
countriee. We are proud of the record of the work in edncetion, agriculture, and
health which mispionaries and native workers heve dope, and commend this expression
of the Gospel,

4. Both ee Christians and citizens of the United States we commend the principle
enunclated in "Point Four". Such ald to backward peoplee we hall as a practical ex=-
presaion of the Christlan ethic. We recommend thet the U. §. Governwent contione to
glve leaderahip to thie program under the United Fatioms, and that the original eppro-
priation be restored, even if our own standard of living should suffer thereby.

The Genocide Convention

Because the mase elaughter of groupe and racee ie still fresh in our mcmory and
stil] threatens as & poeeibility in our work, we urge the ratification by our Govern=
2ent of the Unjted Betiope covepant on Genocide., We further urge Chrietlane to live
IF to their ideal of respect for the soul-value of people in all classes, nations and
races, homoring pereonal individuality and thus building that mutual honor vhich ep-

~éudera interracial end internatiomal brotherhood.

Our Relation to Fascist Spaln

Because the present govermment in Spein is avowed dictatorial and fasciet, deny-
# vital provieione in the charter for Buman Rights as drawn up by the U. N.; and
¢caupe we do not want our Nation to be party to the perpetuation of such fanciet
Fili; we hereby urge the U, S, to rescind the proposed grant of E. C. A. funde to
Sroln, pending the restoration in that country of the civil end religious rights
--tognized in the U, N, Charter of Fuman Rights.
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Being acutely conscious of cur ovn sine in perpetuating unChristian rece rels.
tions in the U.S.i,, ve nevertheless condemn as diabolicsl and inequiticus the poliey
of apartheid now pramulgated by Premier Mshlan and bis party in South Africa. We com.
nend those minority Christisn groupe in South Africa who have resisted apartheid, @
urge our own people to do all in their power toward taking the initiative to vigyfm

our racial diescrimination im our own country. /
~

» % * ~

REPCRT (8 DONESTIC STIUATTONS

Walter P, Bm" Chairman
October 3, 1950

Threats To Liberty Fram Moral Evile

The ofterepeated charge wae made in prohibition daye thet a gangster era under
the leadership of such notorious characters ae Al Capone then wae induced by bootleg
liquor. Today under legalized liquor, which flows in unprecedented quaptities, the
Nation is witnessing an outbreak of gambling, vice and crime every whit as bad, It
1s poesibly vorse, if we can believe the testimony of the slain Chicego gembler,
Jomes M, Regen, Sr,, before he was killed by his gambling aessoclatee; or, the alarm-
ing evidence uncovered to date by Senator Kefeuver's ilnvestigating cammittee,

Your Committee would commend every effort directed by Govermment forcee, vhether
pational, atate or municipal, toward curbing the lawlese elements, We lament that
the Inter-State Cammerte Cammittee of the Semate ib the 8lat Cougreses declined to eube
mit the Langer Bill vhich, if enacted would have mitigated to same extent the enormous
liquor consumption induced by false and beguiling advertisements, We hope the citlzens
will continue to ipeist on ell proper legislation to limit the growth of the liquor
bueinese, which has now mounted to more than nine billiom dollare amnuslly, or to more
than twice the total amount expended on education, and hse obtained more openinga for
the retall ssle of liquor tban the entire mumber of churches of all kinds in this
country.

We mist have laws in restraint of the evils of gambling, vice and excese drinking,
We connot relax such lawe any more than we can relax laws agninst forgeriee, larcenies
and felonles, But legislation is not emough. The churches mist incremse their en=
deavors in respect to temperance instruction for everybody, and particularly moral
training for youth. Citizens must give diligent attention to the selection of nch-
drinkere as teachers for their public schools; they muet avold selection of intemper-
ate men for public office; they should disapprove distritution of intoxiceting liquors,
including beer, to the armed forces. Christian people, the salt and light, even the
life-blood of every cacmunity, can and must uphold morael stapdards everywhbere, or our
country will suffer more fram intermal foes than fram any conceivable foreign foes.

While thie Camittee waa not constituted specifically as ¢ cammittee om public
morels, the threate to those freedams which we are enjoined to gafeguard, are 80 ou=

meroue and o powerful that we feel it our duty to sound out these notes of warning
and appeal,

Hev Sectarian Offenses In & Public Schools

Although citizens of Rev Mexico von their suit againet offending Raman Catholics
¥ho were in eectarian control of same twentyenine public echools in that etate, nev
and grievous viclations have induced reneved legal effort to obtain relief in thset
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ares. Although the Baptist Joint Committee is not actively irvolved in the pending
suits, we feel it is proper to protest against ssctarian teaching in the public sehools
gnyvhere in the United States, and to express to the Citizens Committee in New Mexico
our earnest hope that the abuses which are complained of there may be speedily core

rected,

Notice 1s taken here also of the efforts of the Mimscuri Citizen's Associstion
for Free Schoole to stop the state cppropristion of one-third of s million dollars ane
pually toward the maintenance of schools which are listed in the Roman Catholic year-
books e parochial echools, but carried in the etate govermment annusls as public
schools. As in the case of the New Mexico schools, the Baptist Jolnt Committee 1s not
ap active perticipant in the pending suits, We do feel, however, that in view of the
papdate fram cur supporting Conventions to lend encouragement to all forces in efforts
to maintain separation of church and state, we should let the citizens of Missouri
¥mov of our cordial sympathy in their endeavor,

Churche3tate Beparation Involved In Many Areas

Your Committee rejoices with all supportere of the American system that to date
Congrees has passed no act authorizing Federal aid to parochial echoole. It appears
that opposition to Federsl sid to other than public schoocls has steadily gained, For
example, the six important natiooal organirzations in the field of public education
have pronounced against Federal aid, direct or indirect, to privete or parochial
schoole, These are the Baticnal Education Association, camposed of 900,000 teachers;
the Rational Congress of Parents and Teachers, with seversl millicn members; the Ameri-
can Apsocistion of University Women; tbe Ratiomal Council of Chief State Officers, the
tmerican Assoclation of School Administrators, and tbe American Pederatiom of Teachere,
It may be that a politically minded church holding to a medieval, Buropean concept of
church~gtate relatione will cantirue to press for Pederal sid to their parochial
schools, In such event, all vho believe in the American Constitutioual ptovieions for
separation of church and state should be prepared to offer stoat resistance to infringes
menta,

Baptists should keep comstantly in mind that infringemente of the Constitutlional
provisions for church-state separaticn are not confined to Upited States representa=
tioo at the Vatican, to Pederal aid to private apd parockial achools and t¢ sectarian
instruction in the public schoole. Other questioms bave been ruised, Baptists in
particular, and others also, have lately been much disturbed asbout the appropriation
of govermment funds to denamination hospitals, Almoet, if not absolutely, in all
ceser Baptiste have declined such aid, Earnest deeire has been expreasped for a court
test case as to the validity of this aid, A Raman Catholic hospitsl in Vicksburg,
Miseiseippl, receiving government ald confropted a court test and von a decision favor=
able to the grant, both in the lower and highest court of Miseisaippi, But thbe case
ie up for review in the Migpissippi Supreme Court, vith e strong poseibility of revere-
al. Your Cammittee would suggest that the final decision of the Mienieelippl cowrt may
afford the precise type of decision needed for light on this problem for our guidance,
vbether or not i1t 1s carried to the United States Supreme Court., Therefore, we may
vell stand by until we know what camee of the case,

Race Relations

Thie Joint Committee, camposed of white and colored representutives of the Bap-
t1ats, 1p & demonstration of the desire of our people to work together for s Christisn
s0lution of problems relating to the races, In the outworking of Just legislation and

1o the relaxing of tensions between the races ve feel a deep concern, At thie time we
40 not updertake in this brief report to offer reccmmendatiocvs in reference to specific
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cupes where decisions should be bseed on exbaustive study by conpetent Cammissions,
We do feel thut higher tban methods for the settlement of questicns sbould be the
paintenance of Christion primtiples and attitudes. We therefore would imsiet upon /
the followlng: /

1. All Christiane are brothers in Christ, o
2., Every member of & racial or minority group 1s o person and ahould be
treated as such, |

3, Ko racial group because of biological inheritance le superior to any
other group.

4, The membere of all racial and minority groups should be recognised as
citizens, constituting one state under one govermment, with equal rights,

S+ All citizens have the right to equal privileges and treatment in our
local, etate, and Federel governmente.

6. All racial minecrity groups have a right to be represented by members of
their own group oo bodies concerned with the genersl welfare of the come
munity - police, education, courtes, electioms, etc,

Christiene should protest injustices and discriminations againet any
group and strive to pramote community goodwill between all groups.

The membere of every group should eliminate fram their speech terms
which degrade or show contempt for other groups, especially in the
presence of, and in the teaching of children,

As Chriptlans, we must belleve and teach that prejudice or 11l-will
toward any group is un-Chriestisp.,

* * *

REPORT COF THE COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS IIBERTY

Edward B, Willinghem, Chairman
October 3, 1950

Thue Mepnifesto on Religicus Liberty as adopted at the meeti
ng of the Baptist
::2:11 Mliance 1z Cleveland last July may express the Baptist poeition but, unfortu-
¥, there ure people in the world who hold other points of view which would put
severe limitetfions upon the free practice of this principle,

Only partial information seeme t0 be releesed concerning the war that has beed
teking place among the people of Burma, but ane fact 1s clear, Miseioparies who have
worked among the tribee there know that the civil strife 1e both tribal apd religioue.
Whole villeges have been wiped cut, and thousands of men, wamen and children have been
sloin becouse they mdmitted to the crime of being Christians., We have heard of Do
great outcry against this by the United Naticas or by any separate group., Religious

Liberty hee gone into eclipse in the country vhere Adoniram Judeon gave his life to
the ceuse of miesions.
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Chinn ies experiencing a blackout of religious liberty under the advancing Come
mnist regime, The "Religious Bews Gervice” of September 27, 1950, quotes a memorone
dum eddressed to President Truman snd Becretary of State Acheson in which more than
300 religious leaders, missionaries, busincesmen and others have warned agaivet the
recognition of the Communist regime in China by the United Bations, The mtatement
quoted Mao Tze-tung, leader of the Chinese Communists, as seying "A Chriestisn cannot
be o member of the Chinese Communist FParty; to join one must avow atheism.” Thio is
a felr prelude to what maYy be expected vherever Communist pover prevajils.

Canada has also shown the blight of intolerence and bigotry, as reported by the
“Religious News Service” in several issues about the first of September, in persecu-
tion of Baptiets in Val 4'0r, Quebec, A teacher in the French Protestant School at
La Sarre und others were led to jJall for comducting e meeting on the etreet cormer.
The Board of Soclal Service end Evangeliem of the Baptiest Convention of Ontario and
Quebec 1ssued an appeal for religious freedom in Canada following mob attacke on Bap-
tiat evangeliste in several Quebec towne. The board expressed wholehearted agreement
wvith Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as adopted by the United
Nationas, apd sald "We appeal to all religious bodiee to abandon their discrimipation
against or persecution of those of other falths and to unite on an equal basis with
all freedomeloving people for the pramotion of complete religious liberty."

Discrimination, intolerance and persecution continue to be shown towarde Protes-
taute in Italy, Spain, Bolivia and other Latin Americaen countriee. The United Ratlons
Declaration of Human Rights recognizes the right of every individual to change his
religlon and to be i1deptified with any or no church, We urge our people to support
through their prayers the ideal vhich bhas been pet forth in the statement on Humun
Rights and to encourage public sentiment toward the realizaticn of the principle o
mong all notions of the earth,

Dr. Glenn L, Archer hae recently called the attention of all freedom-loving
Americens to the crisis facing our own pation with threats to religious liberty aa we
bave known it, He mentions: (1) the Pope's demand for the President to appoint an
aumbagsador to the Vatican in Rome, (2) the efforte of religious orders in more than
30 statea to collert millions fram tax-payers while teaching doctrinal religion 1o
public schools, (3) the great influence exerted to have almost every federal appro-
priation bill carry a "rider” to benefit an ecclesiastical group.

It is to be regretted that there are those who misinterpret warnings of thie nae
ture and accuse those who call attention to dangers ln the Raman Catholic hierarchy as
belng anti-Catholic, It 4s our duty to give warning regardlees of the source of the
danger. A Aisarming proof that there 1s a sinlster spirit oppoeing the principle of
Religioue Preedam may be found ip en article by Father F, Cavalll, S. J., entitled
‘The Condition of Protestents im Spain” end published in the Itallen Jesult review
“La Civilts Cattolice™ April 3, 1948: “The Catholic Church being convinced, by rea=-
900 of her divine prerogatives, that ehe ie the one true church, claime for herself
alone the right to freedom, for this right may only be poeseseed by truth, and never
ty error, Where the other religions are concermed, she will not toke up the sword
“s1net them, but she wlll mek that, by lawful means worthy of the humap creasture,
they ehall not be ullowed to propagete falee doctrines. Consequently, in a State
“here the mu jority of the people are Catholic, the Church apks that error shall not
tv accorded a legal existence, and that if religlous minorities exist they mhall have
- 3¢ facto existence only, not the opportunity of spreading their beliefs, Where mu-
terial ¢lrcumetunces -~ whether the hoetility of a Govermment or the numerical strength
“1 the diesenting factiona -- do not allow this principle belng applied in 1te entircty,
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the Church requires that she shall have all possible concessions, confining herself to
accepting as Ehe least of all evila the d¢ Jure toleration of other forms of worshtp, *
In other countries, the Catholice are obliged themselves to ask for full liberty for
all, resigning themeelves to 1iving together where they alome had the right to live,
The Church does not in this way give up her thesle, vhich remaine the most imperative -
of all lawe, but adapte herself to the hypothesis, which muet be tuken into account 1
the material plane. Hence extreme hor v on the part of the Protestents, wha-ho
up against the Catholics that they withnold freedom, indeed gde fgcto t-ol rGtion, from
othere when they are in the majority, and on the other band demand 1t afn a right vhen
they are in the minority. |

“The Catholic Church would be betraying her mieelon if she were to proclaim,
either in theory or in practice, that error can have the eame righte as truth, especials
1y when the highest duties and intereets of man are at etake, The Church can feel no
shame of her intransigence as she asserte it in principle and carries it cut in prac-

tice, though the areopagus of the nations of today may emlle pitylngly or rage against
it as tyranniecal,”

Thue, you eee, that a recognized leader of the Roman Church admits that Protest-
ente are to be tolerated only eo long as they may be in the majority. After that, the
Roman Catholic church expects to de all it can to limit and restrict the activities of
those who differ from it. The members of the Boclety of Jesus, for vhich the article

quoted was writien, are recognized as expressing the normal attitude of the Raman
Catholice church.

Ueually the indifference and lethargy toward wernings concerning religious liberty
can be explained. There are those who fear to speak out for principle because they
question what reprisals might threaten their bueiness security. Same are eilent bee
cause they think it ie politically expedient, A third group assumes an intellectual
reserve but upon cloee ecrutiny they often have a background related to state churches
1n other lands. Then, of couree, there 1e the factor of sheer ignarance.

Your Committee recammende that:

We reaffirm our previous opposition to the establishment of any official relation-
ship between our govermnment and the Vatican or any other religioue group.

We agalo remind President Truman, the Secretary of State » and membera of both
houses of Congress of repeated expressions of Baptiet bodies in oppoeition to any pro-
posal looking toward the establishment of an ambassedar or any other official relatione-

ship with the Vatican or other church group ae a breach of the painciple of separation
of church and state,

We call upon our pestore to acquaint their congregatione with all dangere threat-
ening religious liberty. Specisl attention should be &lven to totalitarianism inherent
in both the commnist regime and the Roman Catholic hierarchy,

L]
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