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BAPTISTS AND THE PRESIDENCY

The phenomenon has come to pass that four of the leading candidates for the Presi
dency are Baptists - Harry S. Truman, Estes Kefauver, Robert S. Kerr and Harold E. 
Stassen, with another, Earl Warren, whose family are Baptiste, often Identified as a 
Baptist. It should be gratifying to members of the denomination that so many outstand
ing men should come from their ranks, 
icsrt In voting for a man because he

Baptiste of con-None, however, can accuse the 
1s a Baptist.

for Independent, Individualistic 
a single one of the candidates.

action, are not 
It Is significant 
allegiance, and 

Baptists never vote In blocs.

A freedom-loving people, noted 
likely to concentrate their vote on 
that the candidates calling themselves Baptists are divided In party 
hot one of them le appealing for Baptist support as such. 
There Is no central Baptist hierarchy which attempts to dictate to Baptists how they 
will vote. Again, Baptists have no selfish motive to actuate them, such as securing 
igcvernment funds for their Institutions or government positions for their members In 
order to obtain special favors or advantage for their denomination. They agree with 
Protestants generally that there should be complete separation between church and state. 
Baptists are primarily Interested in electing good men, who believe that clear demo
cratic, constitutional Ideals and principles should be upheld In this American Republic. 
While they might have commendable pride In beholding one of their number In the White 
Bouse, they would be among the first to condemn his malfeasance or untrustworthy per
formance In office. This has been proved In specific cases, whether Republican or 
Democrat, and they are sufficiently strong In the Nation to make themselves felt In 
this respect.

PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS CONCERNING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

We regret that the printer omitted the following credit line from the excellent 
cartoon carried by this newsletter In the January Issue: By courtesy of Gib Crockett 
In the Evening Star, Washington, D. C.
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—1-1 1- These agreed that the United Nations "has re- 
ne7m^ral'if^ce’ln',world society; that UN In the last analysis Is dependent 

the fostering of which la uniquely the responsibility of religious 

The Executive Director represented the Baptists of the United States 
National Conference of UNESCO (The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
Organization), In Nev York, January 27-51- Some one hundred fifty of the 
delegatee attending came from religious groups, and they formed 
discussion of religion as related to UN. 
leased a i__ _____
upon moral force



people; and religious people must uphold their principles while wrestling with actual 
problems under existing conditions and must not be dismayed by the fact that, at any 
given moment, like any human organization, the UN falls short of its ideale."

*****
r /

The whole country has recently been challenged by the expulsion of seven doctprt 
from a Roman Catholic hospital staff in Poughkeepsie, New York, because they would not 
conform to a Catholic Church canon in respect to birth control as permit£ed~by--forty- 
elx states of the union and defended by all the Protestant ministers arid rabbis of 
Poughkeepsie. The most condemnable phase of this situation is that tpiie sectarian hos
pital hae received large sums of tax funds from the United States government. In the 
face of this public support and its boasted claim to make no sectarian tests, it yet 
enforces a church canon on non-Catholic doctors. Curiously enough the Roman Church 
dares to keep on pressuring for public appropriations out of tax funds while applying 
many other of its church canons on non-Catholics who serve in its hospitals.

The Billy Graham evangelistic campaign, conducted in the National Armory, Washing
ton, D. C., has gathered momentum from the opening day, met with increasing favor from 
the public, resulted in hundreds of professions of faith, and undoubtedly exerted a 
powerful influence upon the life of the Capital. The attitude of the press has been 
friendly and generous. Some prominent members of Congress have lent their presence to 
the meetings. The evangelist has touched other government groups, notably that of the 
Pentagon. Undoubtedly dally prayers of many good people throughout the country have 
been offered for the success of the gospel effort, and all will be watching with eager 
eyes to ascertain the degree of fulfillment which comes out of it. Perhaps the chief 
Interest of these good people will be in discovering what will be the measure of purg
ing corruption from the administration of every branch of government.

The next semi-annual session of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs le 
set for March 4. At no time in the past could the reports of the sub-committees on 
World Issues, itomestlc Situations, Religious Liberty, Baptist Cooperation and the ad
ministration of the Committee as a whole have a greater significance than at this ses
sion. Coming at this time, its findings and recommendations will furnish Important 
materials for the approaching Baptist general conventions and will be read by the pub
lic at large.

*****

Hearings have Just been completed on UMT before the House Armed Services Committee. 
Sixty-nine witnesses were heard. Proponents were members of the National Security Train
ing Commission and representatives of the Armed Forces and of veterans organizations. 
Not a single spokesman for religious, educational, farm, labor or women's organizations 
testified for UMT as a permanent policy. Most educational organizations testified again
st it. The Association of American Colleges summed up their opposition to UMT as "likely 
to be fantastically expensive, educationally undesirable, morally hazardous, and politi
cally dangerous. In Washington some newspapers declare the Vinson bill, H.R. 5904, Is 
doubtful of passage. The Executive Director will testify against before the Senate 
Committee.

TESTIMONY IN BEHALF OF S. 2444

My name is Joseph M. Dawson. I am the Executive Director of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs, Washington, D. C., representing the American Baptist Convention,
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Southern Baptist Convention, National Baptist Convention, Incorporated; National Baptist 
Convention of America and The Baptist General Conference of America.

These five national conventions comprise almost the whole constituency of Baptists 
In the United States and number a total of more than sixteen million adult members.
They are all officially committed to resisting the evils of alcohol, but especially wish 
to combat acknowledged enemies of the home, of which it is agreed distilled liquors con- 
etitute one of the most destructive. Baptiste hail with hopefulness any act of Congress 
which would forbid the invasion of the home with alluring advertisement of hard intoxi
cants over the radio and television. This bill expressly prohibits such.

It is already too much for the home to be assaulted with constant portrayal of 
tempting speech and beguiling pictures of beer advertisers. To be threatened with an 
even more dangerous iniquity is more than parents, who endeavor to hold their homes 
together and protect their children from the insidious foe of distilled beverages, can 
be expected to stand. With the 1950 increase of 12.1 per cent in consumption of dis
tilled spirits over I9U9, what can we look for when the statistics of deadly drink have 
been brought down to date? The FBI report on crime in 1950 has been made. It shows an 
increase of 3.1 per cent of arrests for driving while drunk. Perhaps a large number of 
these drunken drivers were youths. We shudder to think of the country’s peril, if the 
distributors of intoxicants are allowed hourly to exploit their wares by means of radio 
and television in our homes.

I shall not undertake here to enumerate all the loss to our country through the 
drink evil. When we consider that It causes the lose of approximately twenty-two work
ing days for each man in the United States; that the Nation's industrial lose In wages,
accidents, In cost of Institutional care and support of family groups exceeded a billion
and a half dollars in 1951; that the country lose In crime costs many billion times this
figure, it would seem that what this bill proposes Is the very least that can be done to
mitigate such losses.

According to researchers the number of alcoholics In the United States has now 
climbed to 5,8CC,OOC. Some careful Investigators place the number nearer 7,000,000. 
The cause Is traceable directly to persistent and excessive drinking, which Is greatly 
encouraged by Inticement through advertising. Why should our homes be subjected to this 
shameless exploitation of human beings for the profit of ruthless sellers?

In the Interest of the public welfare, the unimpeachable rights of the home and 
safeguarding of the most precious resources of the country - namely the human - we urge 
the passage of this bill.

« * *

WTT.T. PERSISTENT PRESIDENTIAL PRESSURE FOR VATICAN AMBASSADOR SUCCEED?

With the renewed declaration of President Truman that he intends to nominate an 
ambassador to the Vatican, those who dissent from this un-American proposal must remain 
active and vocal In their opposition to it.

Accordingly the Baptist Joint Committee will print additional copies of the Execu
tive Director’s booklet, "The Battle For America”, in sufficient numbers to supply the 
increasing demand. The cost will be one and a half cent per copy, plus postage for this 
slxteen-page tract when ordered in quantity, or ten cents for separate single copies, 
The circulation in this form, together with reprints in newspapers, has now equalled 
one-half million copies.



Significant changes in public opinion have been noticeable. For example, Senat 
Edward J. Thye of Minnesota, who at first announced he would support the measure, mi* 
us: "I have given all phases of President Truman’s proposal to appoint an ambassador 
the Vatican careful study and consideration. I have concluded that sending an ambasa 
to the Vatican would be unwise and would not be in the national interest. I shall, 
therefore, oppose such an appointment if it comes before the Senate for action."

Senator Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado writes an Illuminating letter^/"!am very g 
to have your views on the question of naming an Ambassador to the Vatican. No such of
fice exists at present. As I understand it, before anyone can be appointed, legislation 
authorizing his appointment must be enacted by the Congress. From wpat a majority of 
Senators and Congressmen have told me since January 8, T am certain 'that Congress 
not authorize anyone to accept this appointment. Many Senators have told me that 
have had more mall on this issue than on anything in years."

will
they

* * * * *

As to what is happening in respect to communications from citizens in regard to the 
Vatican issue, this letter from Senator Edward Martin of Pennsylvania: "I have received 
more than 50,000 communications protesting the nomination of an Ambassador to the Vatican 
and for that reason am compelled to use a form acknowledgment. I regret that I am unable 
to make individual replies. There is little or no chance that the nomination will come 
to the Senate floor for a vote at this session of the Congress."

Meanwhile public discussion goes on apace. Religious bodies of every size and name 
voice their condemnation of the Vatican appointment, affording a dramatic demonstration 
of Protestant unity on this question, also of like views of multitudinous other groups. 
In a televised session of the Town Meeting of the Air, February 5, Dr. Douglas Horton, 
who ably set forth this majority opinion against the minority view as upheld by a former 
ambassador to Poland, cited prominent Roman Catholics who objected to a U. S. ambassador 
at the Vatican, notably Thomas Sugrue, Journalist and author, whose article in the Chris
tian Herald against the proposal was particularly strong.

* * ♦ * *

In the public discussion the Executive Director has participated widely, with ad
dresses In churches, community mass meetings and on other platforms. On the television 
program "Keep Posted", presented by the Saturday Evening Poet, in which Dr. E. H. Pruden 
of this Committee and Professor J. M. O'Neil for the Roman Catholics were principals, the 
Executive Director appeared on the panel. In another televised program, a film shown 
throughout the country, he met Congressman O'Toole of Brooklyn. From two of the letters 
received it is permissible to quote, first from Independence, Missouri, and next from 
Houston, Texas: "I heard and saw you last night on television when you discussed the 
question on sending an ambassador to the Vatican. You were wonderful and did a fine Job 
putting the congressman in his place." "The Pastor's Conference of Houston, Texas, made 
up of more than 100 preachers, voted to send a note of appreciation to you and your com
mittee relative to the fine discussion you made on television Sunday in presenting the 
views of Baptists on the Vatican situation. Your conduct and discussion was very fine 
and revealed the feeling of freedom loving peoples around the world. We want you to 
know that your work is not in vain and that our prayers shall go out for you as the 
fight continues to keep the church and state separate."


