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UMI DEFEATED IN THE HOUSE

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs meeting in Washington March b, 1952
urged the Congress to defeat the UMI' proposal. On the same day the Houee by s vote of
236 to 162, voted to recommit the Bill, E.R. 590k,

"Baptiste, along with many other Protestant bodies, have during recent years repeat -
edly volced opposition to peacetims military conscription as unneceseary and as consti-
tuting a clear and dangercus departure from the time tested American practice of ueing
conscription only in a national crieis and never ae a permenent policy", reported
Chairman D, B, Clovard of the Committes on Domestic Situations.

The Joint Committee as a vhole sent telegrame to the Speaker of the Houee, Honor-
able Sam Rayburn and to Floor Leader, Honorable John McCormack, and Minority Floor
Leadsr, Honorable Joseph Martin, as follows:

"Representing millione of United States Baptletse, we earnestly petition
You to use your great influence to defeat UMI' in the House, United States
Baptists have repeatedly volced oppositlon to any program of universal peace-

time militery conecription,-
“Dr. Edward Willingham, Chairman
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affalrs”

Chairman Vinson of the House Armed Services Committee, after the above vote, an-
oounced that he regarded ths measure as virtually dead for this eesslon of Congress.
The press generally attributed the dsfeat to the apposition of religious, farm, labor
and educetional groups.

* » *

AMERICAN TRENDS CHALLFENGED

Excerpts from Report of Committee on World Ieeues
March b, 1952

The Cheirman, Dr. M, T. Rankin, Executive Secretary of the Southern Baptlet Forelgn
Mission Board, submitted the report on World Iseues. He arraigned three trende of
thinking in the United Stat ea:

"l. In our urgency to defend ourpelvea against Communism and ite advance, we are
In constant danger of failing to comprehend the significance of the upsurge of human
hungere of the large majority of the peoples of the world.
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44 "2, In our foreign policies and relationships, we are undsr evaluating the Nlﬁf-
i tive importance of the aress of the world in vhich live most of these hmgry, seeking
1 pecples, and are thereby making the impreseion on them that we do not have sn effectivy

appreciation of their aspiratione.

"3, In our naticnal strategy, we are depending on the might of armed force asour
primary etretegy, and on spiritual and morel forces only as a seoondary stret to
] vhich wve give small place in our national positicns on world iseuves.”

Tn a strong commendation of the United Nations he declared: "We camnnct afford to
allow technical mand legal difficulties to weaken cur support of the United Nationa, The
importance of esafeguarding our national soverelgnty cannot eafely bs divoroed from the
sovereignty of the morsl demands which the werld's humen hungers place upon us in thie
Gay. Unless national sovereignty is reconciled with moral sovereignty, the time may
come vhen natilonal sovereignty, by taking precedence cver moral sovereignty, will wreck
the United Nations, and, in the emd wreck itself.

The Comittee woted to support the Genoclde Conventlion. "Whatever techmnical and
legal difficulties may exlat in the texts of these conventions, the fact that auch de-
claratione have been adopted by the United Natlona is of tremendoue eignificance for
the world,"

Columbian Religlous Persscution

Dr. Rankin's Committes also reported: "In Bogots, Colombis, a Romen Catholic
priest led meob attacked and stoned a Baptlst church during the dedicatory service of
their nev building. Deepite the prompt and vigorous protest mede personally by the
United States Ambassador Capus M. Waynick on the day of this outrage, the attack on the
church was renewed the following dmy at the instigation of priesta, So far as we knov,
no action has been taksn by the Colomblan authorities to prevent further violations of
thie kind nor has there been any svidence that the Roman Catholic church disspproves in
sny way of such crimes against religious liberty.”

. - .

TEE VATICAN ISSUE TO DATE

By Religlcus Liberty Committee Report,
March 4, 1952

Upon the announcement of President Trumen's appointment, in reeponse to meny in-
Quiries as to the Baptist attitude toward 1t, Chairman E, B. Willingham and the Execu-
tive Director at once formmlated m tentative statement. Later, after conference with
members, it seemed wise to call a special meeting of thie Committas to adopt a more
conaidered statement, The paper adopted has already been widely circulated.

Thils Subw-committee on Religious Liberty would now call attention to certain im-
portant developments which have thrown much light on the issus since.

1. Contrary to some predicticns that oppoeition to the appointment would soon sub-
slde, proteste have eteadily mounted, Striking proof of this haa been the almost ypani-
mous opposition of Protestant groups, which hae afforded & remarkahle demonstration of
unity among them. But Protestants have not stood alcone in this., Many Roman Catholic
laymen have spoken out against the proposal. Other groups, differing in creeds and
practices, such as the Jews, Chrietian Sclentists, and fraternal orders have been equal-
ly emphatic, Citizens, irrespesctive of religious bellef, have been insistent against
the proposal as reveelsd in the unprecedented meil received by members of the Senste,
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soversl of vhom have reported more then 50,000 separste appesls to vote agminst retifi-
cation. Indeed, the disapproval of the public has been s0 evident that Genmeral Mark W.
clark, the President's nomines, felt that he should withirew his name from oconaidarstion,
and Chairzan MoKinney of the Mational Democretio Party has suggested that the President
withdrev the nomination of  full ambsssador and instesd sppoint e personal representa-
tive, & suggestion vhich in our Judgment would not be regarded with favor by those op-
posing. The same farces vhich oppose an ambassador disapproved the appointment of

Wyron C. Taylor as a perscmal representative., If the President, in the face of such an
avalanche of publio protest against a full asbassador, after months have intervemed
since the resignation of Taylor, snd following the report that the Department of State
sav no need of renewing a personal eppointment, nov sppointed & personal representative,
it would undoubtedly create strong ressntmsnt.

2. The assertlon that the appointment was no violation of separation of church
and state hes boen abundantly dleproved. That the appointment was to the Holy See, to
the Pope 88 the head of the Rommn Catholic Church, or it is nothing, was stated by Ann
0'Hare McCormick in an editorial in the Rew York Times. No other nation sends any kind
of an envoy to the so-called Vatioan City State, and if the United Btates Aid so, it
vould be the only nation to thus recognize the Vatican City State. It 1e belleved that
the public to a large extent has coms to see that the appointment, as contended from
the firet, would manifestly be Alscriminatory in that it would single out one church
for epeclal recognition and advantage in obvious viclation of the American syetem.

3. The reason at firet most emphasirzed by proponents of the appointmsnt, that the
United States needs to avall itpelf of the Vatican am a "listening post”, will not bear
scrutiny, and it is most objectiomable. Ko eovidence has been produced to prove that
Myron C. Taylor was able to obtein any information not readily awvailable to our Govern-
ment through ite own regular channels, Hie mission must be regarded ae having besn un-
necessary. I1f the Vatican was ever &t any time an Invaluable source of information, it
1e nc longer so, handicapped as it is 1n the very places vhere otherwiee it might con-
ceivably be helpful, If it were trues that the Watican's information system is yet in-
diepensable to us, that would inpose tragic hardship upon Romen Catholics. First, 1t
ould tend to confirm the Commmist allegations that they are sples and so expose them
to added auffaringa and persecutions behind the Iron Curtain., Again, it would tend to
make all the Pope's appointees in the United States suspect and result in widespread
sfforts to require them to register as agents of a forelgn pover.

4, The oft-repeated argument that for the United States to win the battle againet
Commmiem requires our country to form an official connectlion with the Pope, has in new
vays been thoroughly refuted. We believe that representation at the Vatican in the
eyes of the world would be tantamount to endoreing un-Amsrican policles and would em-
barrass cur country in its wvorld-wvise fight againet totalitarlanism,

While the favorable progrese made in opposing the appolntment of an Ambasgeador to
the Vatican ie a matter of encouragemsnt, alertnees In watching developmonts is necee-
eary. The various "broad and strict" constructions put upon the Comstitution have
brought out dangers of interpretation. For instance, the insistence that the Executive
Department of our governmsnt ie not limited by the principle of eeparation of church and
Btate safeguarded in the First Amendment. If thie interpretation should prevail, the
Senate could only deal with the qualifications of en ambaseador and not upon the basic
question as to whether or not an embasey should be established.

In viev of theee clear-cut developments since the last of October, &nd in viev of
the President's announced purpose to renominate some one to the vatican, the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, in the intereet of the American system of church-
state separation, which guarantees religious liberty for all, must continue ite vigor-
cus opposition to any envoy to the Vatlican.
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A YBEAR OF PROGRESS

Shown in Annual Report of the Baptist Jolnt Commlttee on Public Affaire /
To Be Submitted to Sustaining Conventionse P

The year paet has merked a dietinct advance 1n the work of this COW: Evi

dences accumulate to show that the Committee hae met with increaslng fdvor among ite
supporting Conventione and has attained to higher etending in publi,c recognition.

To the four national Conventions which in 1941 established thd Committoe, bave poy
come the North American Baptiet General Conference and the Baptist’General Conference of
Amsrica wishing to be admitted to membership, These will be warmly welcomed, as would
be any others among the smeller Baptiet bodles In the Imited States.

A token of the deepenlng appreclation of the suestaining Conventione 1e the grant
of better financial support in the way of some enlargement of fupnds allotted to the Cop.
mittee's elender budget, which showed receipte during the year amounting to $18,046.48,
Thie included an increase from the Southern Baptist Conventilon, a gift of $1,500 from
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Poard for the publication of 100,000 coples of the
Executive Director's booklet on the Vatican Ambaseadorship, & number of emal) gifts froa
persone throughout the nation and $100 each from Mr. William Fleming, Ft. Worth, Texas;
Mr. J. #, Mitchell, Waco, Texas; and Riverside Baptlst Church, Miaml, Florida, A gift
of $149,95 was recelved from the Nashville Baptist Aesociation and $25,00 from the
Seventh Day Baptiet General Conference. Because free coples of the monthly newaletter,
REPORT FROM THE CAPITAL, had become 8 too heavy burden, the Committes asked a price of
one dollar per year for all except the press, Baptist sxecutives end institutions. The
response has relieved ho little. It ehould ever be kept in mind by our psople that if
this Committee is worthily to perform the great and responsible task assigned to it, s
more adequate Cinancial support must be acquired.

By vaote of the September 25, 1951 meeting the adminiatyative officera were in-
structed to inquire into the feasibility of employing a competent pereon to make a
ecientific reeearch into all viclations of church-state eeparation in Washington and in
the states, and to continue, 1f possible, in other needed capacities. We are today eub.
mitting a recommendation tc invite C, E, Bryent of Baylor University to undertake the
task during July and Auguet of this year. Only the Executive [Director and the Office
Secretary compose the etaff, and extre help in line with the vote of the Committee 1le
deslrable, but not advieable 1f debt should be incurred. Baylor wil) grant Mr. Bryaut
leave of absence to do this work and partly finance him.

The most significant accomplishment of the year has been the extraordinary diseemi-
nation of requested information., For the unprecedented quantitiee of literasture dis-
tributed, postage has usually been sent, By far the greatent demand has been for the
booklet, "The Battle For America", which in the Committee's printing and in reprinting
forme has approached a half million coples. The Vatican issue, however, has not been
the only one about which the people have sought information. A daily stream of appli-
cations for Informetion concerning Religilous Liberty in all ite phases flowe into the
office. Speclel movements, ae & Religious Liberty Sundsy obaserved last July by 12,000
local church Southern Baptist Training Unions, made heavy requisitions, The American
Baptist Publication Society devoted ite January lseue of their chief publication, The
Leader, to the subject of church-state eeparation and the work of this Committee, and
thie evoked much interest. A week of Conference under the auspicea of the Committee
with the Soclal Service Commission at Ridgecrest Aesembly in Auguet 1951 on church-
olate matters slicited wideepread notlice, eapecially in the findings as reviewed In
national publications, many of them outside the ranks of Baptists.




