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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY RESISTED
The Idea that man must be free to communicate with his Creator and to 

express the religious convictions of hie soul continues to be a strange and 
dangerous notion In many parts of the world. As always, the social-control 
viewpoint of religious experience Is being jealously defended in those areas 
where the church and the ruling clergy have been given an entrenched polit
ical position. Among the many places in which religious minorities are sub
ject to high pressures the two most disturbing situations seem to be in 
Spain and Colombia.

THE SPANISH SITUATION
Early in January of this year there was a report of a survey among 

Roman Catholic workers In the town of Mataro, 20 miles from Barcelona, de
signed to find ways and means of overcoming the religious apathy among 
Spain's workers. At the same time the Archbishop of Valencia wrote a strong
ly worded pastoral letter ordering the priests to give an address explaining 
some point of doctrind in connection with the Mass. This action was taken 
as an expression of concern over the low level of religious knowledge in 
the diocese.

It was just two weeks after these forthright expressions of need that 
the Spanish government closed down the Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Madrid. The seminary has been jointly sponsored by the Spanish Evangelical 
Church and the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church. It has been in operation | 
for 73 years. ’

The Spanish Evangelical Church, which was formed In 1950 by federating 
the Presbyterians, the Congregationalists, the Methodists, and others, imme
diately protested the closure of the seminary. They took their stand on 
Article VI of the Spanish Constitution which provides that "no one will be 
molested on account of his religion, creed or the private practice of his 
cult."

Protests against the action of the Spanish government have come from 
many sources. It appears, however, that none has been more telling than the 
protest of the Roman Catholics in Switzerland. Le Courrier, a Roman Catho
lic daily published at Geneva, criticized the acfTon as being "uttefrly im
proper. " The editor-in-chief of the paper looked upon the action as being 
embarrassing to Catholics in various parts of the world, not least to those 
who were insisting on their right to maintain Catholic schools in other 
countries. "It is not by injustices of this kind toward a minority commu
nity that General Franco will defend the Catholic faith," said the editor.
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■He is only compromising it in the eyes of the whole world where Catholic 
everywhere are claiming the right to open or maintain their own schools.*

The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in 
Australia, was reported as criticising the closure as a ■most serious in
fringement of religious liberty." They also called attention to th® fact 
that the action "contradicts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the principle of respect for the rights of religious minorittaaj!/

The embarrassment in the eyes of the world has beeiy so marked that nu
merous statements have been made disclaiming any share in the action on ths 
part of the Church. The Roman Catholic news agency in Syitserland explained 
that the action was taken by the Ministry of Interior "without informing 
beforehand or advising officially afterwards any Catholic ecclesiastical 
authority in Spain." The Spanish Ambassador 'to the United States has also 
found it expedient to explain that "in Spain there is no fusion or confusion 
of Church and State." In a speech in Omaha in March he contended that the 
spheres of action are "totally independent."

At this distance it is, of course, impossible to determine the relative 
scope of responsibility in the action. On the other hand, the Concordat 
which the Spanish government signed with the Vatican in August, 1953 sets 
up an alliance of church and state which can only produce this kind of sit
uation. Article I of the Concordat says:

"The Catholic Apostolic Roman religion will continue to be the 
sole religion of the Spanish nation and will enjoy the rights and 
prerogatives .which are due it in conformity with Divine Law and 
the Canon Law."

Article XXVI of the same Concordat says:
. "In all institutions of learning—whatever their level and purpose 
1 and whether belonging to the State or not—education will be im- 
" parted in accordance with the dogmatic and moral principles of

the Catholic Church.
“ordinaries will freely exercise their mission of vigilance regard
ing the Integrity of Faith, good morals and religious teaching in 
these educational institutions.
"Ordinaries may demand the banning and suppression of textbooks, 
publications and other teaching material which are contrary to 
Catholic dogma and morals."

Article XXVII also says:

*1. The Spanish State guarantees the teaching of the Catholic re
ligion as a regular and compulsory>subject in all educational in
stitutions, whether state-controlled or not, and whatever their 
level and purpose."

While this article provides for the exenption of children of non-Cathollc 
parents, it does not provide for the operation of schools that provide other 
religious instructions.

In March a statement was circulated that reported the Spanish govern
ment's promise to reopen the seminary and its affiliated school in Madrid. 
The report was that the order would be rescinded as soon as the authorltiee 
of the seminary agreed to comply with minor technical stipulations, includ-
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Ing a residence requirement for seminary students and the consent to having 
the school inscribed in the official register of the Minister of Education 

’authorised.* In April, the seals that had been placed on the seminary 
door were removed, but up to the present time neither the seminary nor the 
school has resumed operation.

A further problem developed in Spain when late in April 30,000 Bibles 
and devotional books were seised by the Spanish authorities at the Madrid 
offices of the British and Foreign Bible Society. The British Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs has requested the Spanish Foreign Ministry to make 
an inquiry and to return the property. As yet no explanation has been 
received regarding the basis upon which the confiscation was made.

THE COLOMBIAN SITUATION
Colombia also continues as a persecuting country. The most recent re

ports from there indicate that the situation has ’taken a turn for the 
worse** and that Protestants in Colombia are now "in the most serious situa
tion to confront them since 19^8.* Those who are acquainted with the dire 
developments in Colombia will recognise that these are strong comparisons 
end that our brethren in that country need our earnest prayers.

It is reported that during April 30 evangelical churches in Colombia 
were closed and that seven Protestant ministers were Jailed. The 30 church
es closed by civil authorities included five Mennonite, four Four-Square- 
Goepel (Pentecostal), ten Evangelical Alliance, two Baptist, two Lutheran, 
and seven of the Interamerican Church. Of the 30, only two were outside the 
"Mission Territories.1 Before a recent expansion of the Mission Territories 
19 of the 30 churches would have been outside the boundaries of these ter
ritories.

The Minister of Government, Dr. Lucio Pabon Nunes, for a long time has 
limited seriously the rights of Colombian Protestants in the Mission Terri
tories, but always permitted them the right to hold religious services in 
their churches. But with Government Order No. UOOU, of November 25, 1955» 
the Minister ordered the definite prohibition of Protestant services, both 
private and public, inside or outeide of the church buildings within the 
Mission Territories. The only form of religious service permitted the Prot- 
sstants in those places is prayer in the home of a foreign Protestant. To 
Colombian Protestants not even that minimum concession is granted. The ap
plication of Government Order No. 400^ will affect many other churches in
cluding the largest Protestant church in Colombia, the church in Barranca- 
bermeja which has an attendance of 1,700 people.

Frotestant medical work has also been prohibited, especially in Choco 
Department where the mayor of Istmina closed a Mennonite dispensary. Last 
April in Noanama civil authorities would not permit two Protestant nurses 
to care for a dying Protestant child.

In the village of Palomina, Department of Bolivar, two Protestant pas- 
tore were Jailed and put in stocks. In Socota three Lutheran pastors were 
jailed; another pastor who visited them was also taken prisoner. In Achi, 
also in April, another Protestant pastor was Jailed.

In addition to imprisonment, beatings, threats, and every sort of pres- 
sure have been used to intimidate Protestants. For example, on March 11, 
1956, near the village of La Plata, Huila Department, a group of members of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance congregation were holding a service 
when they were Interrupted by a mob of 20 men armed with knives and stones. 
Using coarse language they threatened to kill all of the worshipers, saying 
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that very toon all Protestant a in that region would be exterminated. Th, 
mayor of La Plata warn Informed of the attack but eaid that he could do no* 
thing until he received an order from the governor of the Department. Th* 
pastor and one member took a letter from the mayor to the governor, advising 
him of the incident. The governor refused to help them, saying that "th* 
police have the right to fire at meetings where communism is suspected.'

This accusation that Protestant Christianity in ColombUls^lated to 
international communism has been reiterated recently by tjjw highest govern* 
mental and ecclesiastical authorities. The President of Colombia, General 
Gustavo Rojas Plnella, in his New Year's address in January 1956, said that 
the communists are using ths Protestants in their effort to conquer the 
country. The Roman Catholic bishop of Cali, Dr. Julio Calcef<> Toilet, said 
in a pastoral letter in February that the majority of Protestants, Colom
bians as well as foreigners, are related to communism. This accusation hai 
been repeated by the Roman Catholic clergy from their pulpits, by radio and 
in their publications.

The Evangelical Confederation of Colombia, inviewof the cruel suppres
sion of Protestant Christian work in the country, invited all the believen 
in Colombia and around the world to a day of prayer and fasting on May 1J, 
1956. Special prayer was asked for the many Evangelical churches closed la 
Colombia, for the pastors and members who suffer in the prisons for the 
cause of Christ, and for freedom to hold services throughout the country.

In this extended time of trouble that has come upon our Protestant 
friends in Colombia since 19^8, a total of U6 church buildings have been 
destroyed by fire or dynamite, more than 200 schools have been closed by 
the government, ahd 75 believers have been killed because of their reli
gious faith. All this in a country whose Constitution provides:

■Chapter IV, Article 53. Religion and the Relation between Church 
l and State. The State guarantees the liberty of conscience. ? TNoI one will be disturbed because of his religious opinions, nor com

pelled to profess beliefs nor observe practices contrary to his 
conscience.■

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE RESOLUTIONS
The Executive Committee of the 

21 million Baptists in approximately 
at Washington May 22-23, adopted the 
President of Colombia:

Baptist World Alliance, representing 
100 countries, in its annual meeting 
following resolution addressed to the

•The members of the Executive Committee have heard with deep dis
tress reports of the continuing persecution of evangelical Chris
tians in Colombia at the hands of officials and clergy of the 
Roman Catholic Church, aided by mob action. With a deep concern 
for the freedom of people of all religions and races, we appeal 
to the Colombian Government to do all in its power to establish 
and secure order and liberty for all.*
Another resolution adopted at the same meeting and addressed to Gener

alissimo Francisco Franco of Spain expressed regrets that the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary and its affiliated school remain closed, and concluded:

■The present situation causes great distress of mind to all friends 
of Spain including many Roman Catholics, and we are sure that if 
the Spanish Government would permit the Seminary and School to be 
reopened it would give great pleasure to all liberty-loving people.•


