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CONSTITUTION APPROVED

During the past month three of the Baptist Conventions which cooperate 
in the work of the Joint Committee on Public Affairs have considered and 
approved the Committee's Constitution as recently revised. The Southern 
Baptist Convention took action at Kansas City upon the recommendation of Its 
Executive Committee. Similarly the American Baptist Convention acted at 
Beattie upon recommendation of the General Council. The Baptist General 
Conference of America, meeting at Waukegan, Illinois, also approved the Con
stitution and authorised Its Board of Trustees to provide for cooperation 
in this work.

The other three participating fellowships are scheduled to give consid
eration to the Constitution as soon as. their annual meetings occur. The 
consensus to date among the several fellowships has been so high as to ap
proach unanimity in each Instance. It will be noted that the Constitution 
provides opportunity for participation of other Baptist groups who have not 
yet formulated their interests in this field.

We reproduce the Constitution here for the files of our readers:

CONSTITUTION OF THE 
BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ARTICLE I. The Name. The name of this organisation shall be the Bap
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

ARTICLE II. The Scope and Purpose. The scope and purpose of the Bap
tist Joint Committee shall be to act In the field of public affaire whenever 
the interests or rights of the cooperating Conventions which constitute the 
Committee call for conference or negotiation with the Government of the 
United States or with any other Governments, or whenever Baptist principles 
are Involved in, or are Jeopardized through governmental action, or when any 
of the cooperating Conventions or any of their agencies may refer to the 
Joint Committee any matter of common Interest or concern, for consideration 
and recommendation. The Baptist Joint Committee is empowered to enunciate, 
commend and defend the historic Baptist principle of religious freedom with 
particular application to the separation of church and state as embodied in 
the Constitution of the United States; to communicate and commend to the 
President, Congress, Courts and Departments of the Federal Government or 
state governments such declarations as Baptists from time to time officially 
adopt concerning public matters; to make such contacts with the various de
partments of any government as may be found necessary or desirable in the 
legitimate transaction of legal or other business between such government 
and the Baptist agencies or approved representatives; and to inform the
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Baptist constituencies of governmental movements and measures affecting 
principles held essential to true relations between church and state and 
the right application of Christianity to the life of the nation. The Bap
tist Joint Committee shall transmit through Its constituent committees to 
the cooperating Conventions and, or, their proper agencies, any finding! 
that result from its Ihvestlgatlons and research In the field of public 
affairs, together with any recommendations which In Its Judgment nee^zto be 
considered by the cooperating Conventions. /

ARTICLE III. Membership. Section 1. The Baptist JoHit Committee on 
Public Affairs shall be composed of the Committees on /Public Affairs ap
pointed by each of the following cooperating Conventions!: American Baptist 
Convention, Southern Baptist Convention, National Baptist /Jonventlon, U.S.A., 
Incorporated, and National Baptist Convention of America, each to be repre
sented by not more than fifteen members; and North American Baptist General 
Conference and Baptist General Conference of America, to be represented by 
not more than three members each.

Section 2. Such other conventions or conferences of Baptists as ap
point committees on Public Affairs may on application be admitted by major
ity vote of the Baptist Joint Committee into the membership of the Committee 
on similar terms, except that in such cases membership shall not exceed 
three persons.

ARTICLE IV. Authority. Section 1. The Joint Committee, or its Exec
utive Committee, shall he responsible for initiating consideration and 
study, and for recommending action to its cooperating Conventions on any 
matter or any issue falling within the scope of its interests and concern! 
as set forth in Article II. The Joint Committee or its Executive Committee 
is authorized at all times to issue pronouncements on any matter or issue 
consistent with action previously taken by the cooperating Conventions, 

^committees, or agencies.
" Section 2. The Baptist Joint Committee shall be independent in its 

responsibility to initiate consideration and to recommend action on matters 
, coming within the sphere of its interests and activities. It shall, how

ever, act only on the basis of principles and policies generally accepted 
by Baptists or in support of official acts and pronouncements of the coop
erating Conventions or in accordance with agreements made between the Com
mittee and agencies of the cooperating Conventions but it shall under no 
circumstances assume the exercise of any authority over any other Baptist 
body.

ARTICLE V. Quorum. A quorum in any meeting of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee shall consist of twelve members of said Committee, provided that at 
least two cooperating Conventions or Conferences are represented among those 
present.

ARTICLE VI. Amendments. This Constitution may be amended by a two- 
thirds majority vote o? tHe members present at any stated meeting of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affaire, providing that said amendments 
are subsequently ratified by the Executive bodies representing the cooper
ating Conventions which actively supported the program during the previous 
year.

ARTICLE VII. By-Laws. The Baptist Joint Committee Is empowered at any 
meeting and on a two-thlrds majority vote to adopt such By-Laws as may seen 
proper in the discharge of the duties and responsibilities assigned to the 
Committee as provided for in this Constitution.
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HAITIAN TREATY PIGEON-HOLED

Rellgioua Nays aervlce reported on June 29, 1956 that the Senate For
eign Relatione Committee has officially pigeon-holed the proposed new treaty 
of friendship, commerce and navigation with the Republic of Haiti. This 
proposed treaty has been opposed by a number of Protestant groups because 
It omits the customary guarantees of religious liberty to United States 
citizens residing In Haiti.

The committee announced that its schedule of business is so crowded 
that It will not be able to conduct public hearings on the treaty at this 
cession of Congress. Treaties do not die with the end of a Congress but 
remain on the Senate’s calendar of pending business until they are either 
ratified or withdrawn by the President.

KENTUCKY COURT CENSURES DISCRIMINATION
Parents In predominantly Protestant Bradfordsville, Kentucky won their 

two-year battle with the Marlon County Board of Education when the state 
Court of Appeals reversed an earlier Circuit Court opinion which had dis
missed a petition filed by Bradfordsville residents in 19521 to compel re
opening of the high school in their community. The Court sharply rebuked 
the Board of Education of Marion County, condemning both discrimination and 
sectarianism.

In September I95U the Marlon County Board of Education ordered the 
school closed, avowedly for economic reasons. The parents, however, charged 
that the Board had discriminated against Bradfordsville in order to favor 
the schools in the predominantly Roman Catholic western part of the county. 
They went on a year’s education strike, refusing to send their children to 
8 high school ten miles away and boycotting the elementary school in their 
own community.

The Appellate Court held that "the Marlon County Board of Education in 
closing the high school at Bradfordsville, without providing equal and uni
form educational opportunities for children living in the eastern section 
of the county with those who live in the western part of the county, is 
clearly arbitrary, discriminatory, and in violation of Kentucky Revised 
Statutes 158.010. •

•To hold otherwise, we would in effect be sanctioning a system of edu
cational administration that would deprive the entire eastern part of the 
county of their fair share of public funds spent for high-school facilities 
in Marlon County,* the Court stated. "And we would also have to affix our 
stamp of approval upon a method of education in this county which now oper
ates two high schools in the western section of the county six miles apart 
and none in the entire eastern half of the county.*

The Court said that while the Board had consistently stripped the Brad
fordsville High School of facilities and courses, it had built up facilities 
at the St. Francis and St. Charles High Schools in the strongly Roman Cath
olic western section of the county. One example cited by the Court showed 
'that in 1951 a total of t^75 was spent by the County Board on laboratory 
equipment for the Bradfordsville school, while $8,106 was expended for.sim— 
liar equipment for the St. Charles school.*

In addition to ordering the Board and superintendent *to reestablish, 
as soon as practicable, a high-school system that will afford to all chi - 
^ren in Marion County equal educational opportunities*, the Lpuisvills 
Courier-Journal of June 23, 1956 reported that the Appellate Court would
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issue an injunction that "shall prohibit the Marion County Board of 
and its superintendent from:

•1. Violating K.A.S. 158.190, which forbids distribution of 
tarlan literature in the public schools.

■2. Expending public-school funds for religious or sectg' 
purposes. .S'

•3. Keeping sectarian periodicals in or about the libraries of 
the County schools. [

•4. Stopping the operating of public-school buses on religious 
holidays not legalised as State or national holidays."

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ADVANCES IN ITALY
Two recent decisions go far toward establishing the supremacy of the 

Constitution of Italy in matters of religious liberty. In June, the firit 
decision handed down by the new Constitutional Court affirmed the right of 
Protestants in Italy to carry on religious propaganda. Article 113 of the 
1931 police laws was declared unconstitutional; under this article authorl* 
sat ion had to be obtained from police authorities by anyone who wanted to 
distribute notices or printed matter In public places, post notices on pub
lic billboards, or use loudspeakers to address the public. The Court based 
its decision on Article 21 of the 19^8 Constitution, which stated that 
•everyone has the right freely to manifest his thought with words, in writ
ing, or any other means of propaganda.*

The Court's. ruling resulted from an appeal against the police lav 
brought by a group of Italian citizens not connected with any of the Prot
estant churches. The decision did not mention by name the Evangelical 
Church of Christ, which has waged a three-year battle with the police in an 
attempt to place an identifying sign on its building, but It is considered 
to be a victory for the evangelical churches In Italy.

f Later in June the new Court handed down a second ruling in a case in
volving a religious liberty issue and the rights of Protestants In the coun
try. An Assemblies of God minister had appealed a sentence imposed upon hli 
by a magistrate after he had ignored a police order to leave the town In 
Sicily where he had held religious services. The Court held that Artlclv 
157 of the 1931 police laws, under which a person considered "dangerous to 
public order and security or public morals" could be deported by police to 
his home town, was contrary to Article 16 of the 19U8 Constitution which 

‘ grants citizens the right to move about freely on Italian soil provided 
their activities are not detrimental to public health and security.

UNITED NATIONS DAY PROCLAIMED
On June 21, 1956 President Elsenhower issued a proclamation urging the 

citizens of this nation to observe October 2h, 1956 as United Nations Dsj 
•by means of community programs that will demonstrate their faith In, and 
support of, the United Nations and will contribute to a better understanding 
of its aims, problems, and accomplishments.■

Last year more than 8,000 communities throughout our country held» 
United Nations Day program of some kind, ranging all the way from elaborate 
city wide programs to simple school assemblies. The United States Committee 
for the United Nations is urging that local United Nations Day Commltteee 
be formed as soon as possible to make plans for the 1956 observance. 1 
Leaders' Guide and other information maybe secured by addressing the above* 
mentioned committee at 816 21st Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.


