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CHURCH FRIENDS FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

In its recent meeting at Omaha, the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church In the U.S.A, approved a state
ment proclaiming Presbyterian policy 
as unalterably opposed to parochialism 
as a school system. This report grew 
out of a three year study by the 
church's Committee on Religion and 
Public Education, established in 195^ 
to set forth a declaration of policy 
for the denomination.

politic will be 
In the community

weakened and freedom 
diminished.'•

The statement said that parochial 
schools accentuate differences, while 
"A united community calls fora setting 
within which children of all religious 
and cultural backgrounds freely mingle 
and develop attitudes of common under
standing and trust."

As reported by the New York Times 
on May 20, 1957, "The study vigorously 
endorsed the public school system and 
'demands the continuance of the tradi
tional principle of separation of 
church and state.1 It expressed oppo
sition to the support of independent 
or parochial schools through the use 
of public funds, 'since such use vir
tually 
glon by

Earlier this year, the National 
Lutheran Council, Including 8 branches 
of Lutheranism In the United Btatea 
with about 5 million members, adopted 
a resolution which said in part, "In 
our country, public schools constitute 
the chief Instrument of general educa
tion for children."

favors establishment of non
government. '

report contended that provid- 
transportatlon and free text- 

to parochial schools not only

"The 
Ing bus 
books 
would constitute misuse of public funds 
but also would lead to 'more and wider' 
planning to help finance sectarian 
schools." The report opposed the In
direct use of public monies for paro
chial schools even though they are ex
pended under the legal category of 
"welfare funds."

As reported In the Weshir.gton Post 
and Times Herald February 2, 1957, the 
Council voiced rflts 'grave concern over 
situations' where It said public schools 
were being slighted. In these cases, 
the Council said, 'Interest In paro
chial schools had led to Indifference 
and even opposition to adequate provi
sions for public school needs.'"

The resolution stressed that unflag
ging support for public schools was 
vital to general education In America 
for all.

general education In America

11'We ere convinced that In the event 
Parochial schools become dominant,' 
the statement declared, 'the free pub
lic schools will not only be made less 
effective but the health of the body

STATE LEGISLATURES MAKE POLICIES

-- some denominational groups 
have been defInlng their positions with 
regard to church-state relationships

While
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In the educational field, legislatures 
and city governments have been con
cerned with the practical applications 
of these relationships.

t

According to a New York Times re
porter, "The hottest Issue before the 
General Assembly (of Connecticut) In 
Its final thirteen days of sessions 
concerns public assistance for trans
portation of private school pupils.1' 
The bill which had already been ap
proved by the Senate would permit the 
169 towns in Connecticut, under local 
option, to transport nonprofit private 
school pupils as they do public school 
pupils. A recent survey Indicated 
that 25 public school districts In the 
state already furnish such transporta
tion.

A temporary injunction has barred 
public transportation for parochial 
school pupils In Augusta, Maine. As 
the Washington Post and Times Herald 
reported on May 7, 1957, "This city has 
been spilt into two camps since parents 
of some 600 of the 900 Catholic chil
dren In two parochial schools threatened 
to send their children to already 
crowded public schools to force the 
'city to provide school buses for 175 
children needing transportation." In 
Maine, also, some communities provide 
public transportation for parochial 
school pupils and some do not.

In New York, "A significant mile
stone in the securing of Just and equi
table treatment for children attending 
non-publlc schools was reached on the 
last day of the New York State Legis
lative session, when the Senate passed 
a bill, previously approved by the As
sembly, which established a new trans
portation policy." This was the view 
of the Brooklyn Tablet, diocesan paper 
there.

Baptists, however, may have some 
difficulty In following the Tablet1s 
interpretation of the New York sltua- 
tlon: "Heretofore, school districts 
which voted to provide transportation 
for students attending out-of-dlstrlct 
private or parochial schools, boro the 
whole cost locally through the imposi
tion of reel estate taxes. The new act 
provides that 'a transportation quota 
shall be paid (by the state) where such 

school district provides out-of-dlstrict 
transportation to elementary or high 
schools other than public.' This means 
that the district will be substantially 
repaid for this transportation....Not 
only does the taxpayer gain the ecojnron- 
1c advantage of having more children 
attend non-tax-supportedschopls but 
even the major portion o/^TRb^cost In
volved is lifted fron/nls shoulders."

The Catholic Standard of Washington 
reported on March 2£, 1957 that In 17 
states some non-publlc school pupils 
ride on public school buses.

According to the Boston Pilot, the 
kind of school experience provided has 
nothing to do with the "rights" of the 
children to "government aids." Edito
rially, on May 1957, the paper said, 
"....we should make plain to our neigh
bors that we frankly Intend to have 
the government aids for Catholic chil
dren which are supplied for other chil
dren and we have no intention of allow
ing attendance at parochial schools to 
be used as a basis for discrimination 
In the distribution of these proper 
legal benefits. We do not ask for any
thing that Is unconstitutional, nor do 
we ask for special preference; we only 
seek our full rights as citizens."

THE EXCISE TAX BILL

The relief from Federal excise taxes 
for parochial and other non-publlc 
schools which has been under considera
tion for some time became a bill In 
Congress on May 2. It Is H.R. 7125.

The relief for the "nonprofit edu
cational" organizations Is Incorporated 
Into a lengthy bill of U29 pages, re
ported by Rep. AlmeJ. Forand (D.-R.I.) 
In behalf of a Ways and Means subcom
mittee.

This "omnibus bill" covers the whole 
field of excise taxes, proposing numer
ous changes as sought by various eco
nomic Interests, Including liquor end 
tobacco. Congressional Quarterly esti
mated thaftheblll would reduce excise 
tax revenue by about 15 million dollars 
per year.

Referring specifically to the por
tion of the bill affecting non-publlc 
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schools, the Brooklyn Tablet of April 6, 
1957 said: "If carried Into lew, the 
exemption will mean savings for private 
schools estimated at about <3,000,000 
p year.*

The purpose of the bill, which was 
referred to the Ways and Means Commit
tee, Is stated In this way, "to make 
technical changes In the Federal Excise 
Tax Laws and for other purposes.1* The 
Roman Catholic press anticipates little 
opposition to the bill.

FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION

Speaking recently to a convention 
of elementary school principals, Wil
liam 0. Carr, executive secretary of 
the National Education Association, 
said that never before In history has 
American education enjoyed such "un
precedented public Interest and 
support."

Despite the Increased public Inter
est and the number of school buildings 
erected In recent years, the shortage 
of school facilities remains grave.

On May 9 the House Education and 
Labor Committee approved and sent to 
the House for consideration a bill, 
H.R. 1, which would authorize a five- 
year, $1.5 billion program of Federal 
school construction aid.

a

Under the bill as approved by the 
Committee, $300 million In Federal aid 
would go to the states each year on a 
50-50 matching basis. Through a com
promise between the original H.R. 1 as 
Introduced and the administration bill, 
half of the funds appropriated would 
be distributed to the states on the 
basis of a flat per capita allotment 
for the school-age population. The 
other half would be distributed on the 
basis of need In the various states. 
Distribution within the receiving state 
will be up to the state educational 
agencies.

The proposed bill would also auth
orize the use of $750 million in Fed
eral funds to buy school construction 
bonds of local districts that are un
able to find markets at reasonable In
terest rates. It would authorize Fed
eral advances of up to $150 million to 
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state school financing agencies to 
assure payment of their obligations.

NATIONAL STAY-IN-SCHOOL CAMPAIGN

A special appeal to the nation's 
boys and girls of high-school age to 
stay In school and graduate is being 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Laborandthe U.S. Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, in cooperation 
with the U.S. Department of Defense.

The country over, about ho percent 
of the boys and girls enrolled In high 
school drop out before graduation. 
According to statistics released by 
the Bureau of Labor Standards In March, 
between 1955 and 1956 employment of 
youth 14 to 17 years of age rose by 
140,000, but the increase was entirely 
among the In-school group working part- 
time. Employment of out-of-school 
youth In this age group showed a de
crease. Among out-of-school youth 16 
to I? years of age, U2 percent were 
not employed.

In the handbook of suggestions for 
community participation In the National 
Stay-in-School Campaign, President 
Eisenhower says, "I urge every girl end 
boy In the United States to continue 
as students in school until they have 
developed their God-given capacities 
to the full. Only in this way can they 
hope to make their finest contribution 
to the strength of the Nation and reach 
the fulfillment of their own life 
purposes.•

The handbook gives specific sugges
tions as to what businessmen, members 
of church groups, civic clubs, PTA'e, 
labor unions, and other community or
ganizations can do to encourage the 
undecided to stay In school and 
graduate.

As Baptists, Interested In an effec
tive witness, we have a deep concern, 
not only for well trained leadership, 
but for the education of our entire 
constituency of the future.

The handbook on the National Stay- 
In-School campaign is available free 
in limited numbers from the Office of 
Education, U.S. Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, Washington 25,
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D. C., or from the Bureau of Labor 
Standards, U.S. Department of Labor, 
Washington 25, D. C. Copies can be 
purchased from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C.,at 15 cents each, 
25 percent discount on orders of 100 
or more copies.

EDUCATION BEYOND THE HIGH SCHOOL

Since its appointment in April 1956 
the President's Committee on Education 
Beyond the High School has been engaged 
in the two-fold task of (1) identify
ing those problems of post-high-school 
education which call for urgent action 
and then to recommend courses of action 
needed to meet these problems, and (2) 
stimulating planning and action through 
studies and conferences on regional 
and state levels.

In partial fulfillment of the sec
ond part of the task, five regional 
conferences were held during April and 
May, at San Francisco, Louisville, New 
York, St. Louis, and Boston.

Problems of higher education have 
also received much attention from mem
bers of the 85th Congress. Most of the 
legislative proposals introduced thus 
far in this field fall into two general 

. patterns, income tax credit and a pro- 
I gram of Federal scholarships or long- 
* term loans for students. Both would 

apply to church-related or public In
stitutions on the same basis.

In introducing one of the tax-credit 
bills, 3. 868, Senator Hubert H. Hum
phrey (D.-Mlnn.) said In part: "This 
provision....would permit any Individ
ual to charge off against his net In
come tax 30 percent, but not to exceed 
t^50 in any taxable year, of the cost 
of tuition and fees which that person 
may pay for the education of himself 
or eny other person.... This program is 
directed toward Inducing parents In 
the middle-income group and the lower- 
income group to send their sons and 
daughters to college, and to help con
tribute to their college education..."

3. 1237, the National Scholarship 
Act of 1957, Introduced by Senators 
Joseph 3. Clark (D.-Pa.) and Wayne 
Morse (D.-Ore.), is one of several 

proposals for Federal scholarships. 
This bill would establish a National 
Scholarship Council in the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, end 
prescribe rules for state participation 
in the program. It would provide 
50,000 new scholarships per ./fear, to 
be allocated among the_atejXs in pro
portion to the number ofisecondary 
school graduates, /scholarships would 
be granted on the basis of merit only, 
as indicated by scholastic achievement, 
aptitude, and acauemlc promise. The 
amount of each award would be deter
mined on the basis of the cost of the 
proposed course of study, the Individ
ual's financial resources, and the 
amount of assistance needed. No award 
would exceed ^1,000 per academic year.

Each scholarship winner would be 
free to choose any Institution of high
er learning that would admit him, pub
lic or private. Payment would be made 
through the Institution, which would 
transmit It to the student after cer
tifying that he was pursuing work In 
his designated field and was In good 
standing.

These examples are merely Illustra
tive of proposals which give evidence 
of a widespread Interest in this field. 
On the basis of a quick survey of the 
Congressional Record, this office he« 
noted five other tax-credit bills, 
similar to 3. 868, Introduced In the 
House of Representatives. At least 
four bills In the Senate and fourteen 
In the House, thus far, propose Federal 
scholarships or long-term loans for 
students needing assistance to continue 
their post-high-school education.

AN ERROR—FORTUNATELY

There has been no change of policy 
with reference to the date for Armed 
Forces Day. Even after 1957 It will 
be held on Saturday, and not on Sunday, 
as' reported in our columns In the May 
Issue.

The error was a typographical one 
made in the office of the Joint Commit
tee on Chaplains. That office relayed 
the Presidential proclamation to church 
leaders, and Inadvertently wrote "Sun
day" instead of "Saturday" In preparing 
the copy.


