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| A CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS—1957?
I Churches and communities will make 

k I an unprecedented effort in 1957 to make 
r- I Christmas "Christian. "

I
js I This splendid objective is being 
Jf I sought through the use of religious

I motifs in advertising, in the use of 
i- I music in the stores, and through the

I commercial and community displays and 
I decorations.

| At the same time, Congressman Frank 
s I Thompson, Jr. of New Jersey believes

I that there is a "new flood of obscene 
I and suggestive so-called Christmas 
I cards," and has requested the Postmae- 

i? I ter General to do all within .his power
I toward barring these from the mails and 
I from the Post Office. Is it possible 
1 that “American communities" will demon- 
I atrate a greater interest in a "Chris- 
I tian Christmas* than do the American 

E I people?

I The sacrilegious Incongruity of the 
I two trends will serve to remind us that 
I ‘putting Christ in Christmas* calls for 

, I something that goes deeper in human
I experience than the adjustment of cul- 
I tural or decorative patterns. These 
I externals are in some measure subject 
I to legislative and administrative pol- 

' I icles, and are highly sensitive to the 
I forces that make for social conformity. 
I The dynamic presence or the absence of 
I Christ is something else. It is doubt- 
I ful whether the government, the busi- 
I ness organizations, or the civic clubs 
I can "put Christ" into anybody's life. 
I Even "the church" as an institution 
| ®ay find this too large an order.

In 1957, as in all years before, 
Christ will be present where he is 
desired. To some in every community 
he will be vitally present and to 
others in those same communities he 
will be obviously absent.

To all our friends and readers we 
wish an enriching holiday season in 
which life finds new depth and new 
meaning. "American culture * and "com
munity spirit" may be inadequate 
sources for the needed nurture, but 
the "old wells" can be "digged again."

MORE CENSORSHIP
A new emphasie on the control of 

mass communications media was touched 
off by Pope Pius XII's 22nd encyclical 
issued in September. That statement 
assembled positions previously ex
pressed and focused it all on applica
tion to radio and television.

The Popo's 16,000 word statement, 
called Miranda Prorsus ("Remarkable 
Inventions"), sent the minds of all 
students of the subject back to 1936 
when Pius XI gave a similar statement 
regarding the film industry.

Speaking of the misuse of machines, 
the present Pope said:

•Likewise today unless the mounting 
development of technical skill applied 
to the diffusion of pictures, sounds 
and ideas is subjected to the sweet 
yoke of the law of Christ, it can be 
the source of countless evils, which 
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appear to be all the more serious be
cause not only material forces but also 
the mind are unhappily enslaved...*

Another key passage was quoted as 
follows:

"Approval cannot be given to the 
false principles of those who assert 
and claim freedom to depict and propa
gate anything at all...There is no 
question here of true liberty,.. .but 
rather of an uncontrolled freedom... 
Those therefore are certainly to be 
blamed who openly declare that public 
communication of matters which impede, 
or are directly opposed to, principles 
of morality, should ba encouraged and 
carried out as long as the method is 
in accord with the laws of the liberal 
or technical arts.

•We think that then only can these 
new arts make their proper and natural 
contribution to the right fashioning 
of the minds of those who use them, if 
the Church, the state and those engaged 
in these professions, pooling their re
sources in an orderly way, cooperate 
with each other to 'secure the desired 
end.

•Let them (movies, radio and tele
vision) be at the service of truth in 
such a way that the bonds between peo
ples may become yet closer; that they 
may have more respectful understanding 
of each other; that they -may assist 
each other in any crisis; that finally 
there may be real cooperative effort 
between the state officials and the 
individual citizens.•

The Pope is quoted as asserting the 
claims of "the Church" in this way:

"Since the Church is the teacher of 
doctrine that leads to salvation and 
has all that is necessary for the at
tainment of holiness, she is exercising 
an inviolable right when she teaches 
what has been committed to her by the 
Divine Hand."

He explained that this does not im
ply the state-has not the right to 
spread news and teachings that are nec
essary or useful for the common good, 
nor does it mean that individual citi
zens may not contribute according to 

their capacity to the enriching and de
velopment of intellectual and spiritual 
culture.

•Contrary, however, to Christian 
teaching and to the prlnc lpal>nd of 
these arts is the will and intprftion of 
those who desire to usothSse inven
tions /motion pictures-fradfo and tele- 
visionX exclusively/for the advancement 
and propagation off political measures 
or to achieve economic ends and who 
treat our noble alm as if it were a mere 
business transaction,* he remarked.

ACTION

The encyclical of 1936 is viewed as 
the basis for the creation of the 
"Legion of Decency" In the United 
States. Similar organizations were 
also brought into being elsewhere. In 
19^8 ell such agencies were coordinated 
by a central organization established 
in Rome. In 195^ the scope of that 
body was extended to Include radio end 
television.

Neither did the Bishops in the Unit
ed States prove disobedient in 1957. 
A carefully prepared statement of 2^00 
words, released from the meeting of the 
Bishops in November, sought to remove 
the odium connected with the word ■cen
sorship" and asserted again the duty 
resting on "the state" end "the church’ 
to practice it. The 1957 decisions of 
the Supreme Court (Roth v. United 
States, 77 S. Ct. I30U; Alberts v. Cal
ifornia, 77 3. Ct. 130b—June 2b, 1957) 
saying "We hold that obscenity Is not 
within the area of constitutionally 
protected speech or press," were found 
particularly encouraging.

The statement asserted that "re
straint's best Justification Is that 
It is Imposed for the sake of greater 
freedom,* and that "The exigencies of 
social living demand it."

The American system is described as 
being dedicated "to the principle of 
minimal restraint."

■Those who may become Impatient with 
the reluctance of the State through its 
laws to curb and curtail human freedom 
should bear in mind that this is ’ 
principle which serves to safeguard 
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all our vital freedoms—to curb less 
rather than more; to hold for liberty 
rather than for restraint."

The Bishops asserted that the exer
cise of curbs by the State "calls for 
the highest discretion and prudence," 
8nd "that civil legislation by itself 
does not constitute an adequate 
atandard of morality."

"The competence of the church in 
this field comes from her divine com
mission as teacher of morals," said 
the Bishops. "Moral values are here 
clearly involved. Her standards of 
evaluation are drawn from revelation, 
reason and Christian tradition and 
from the basic norms of the moral law. 
These are the standards on which our 
Nation was founded and their preserva
tion will be a safeguard to national 
integrity. A Judgment of moral values 
in these areas is of prime importance 
to the whole Nation."

The enlarged program proposed by the 
papacy was not launched in this state
ment. Instead, a one-year study of 
'the most suitable and acceptable 
means' of bringing radio and television 
under scrutiny was planned. However, 
the functions of the Episcopal Commit
tee on Motion Pictures, the Bishops’ 
agency for supervising the work of the 
Legion of Decency, was enlarged so as 
to Include evaluations of radio and 
television programs as well as films.

THE LEGION OF DECENCY PLEDGE

The pronouncements by the Pope and 
by the Bishops find their way to the 
action level on December 15th. Our 
Sunday Visitor, "The National Catholic 
Action Weekly*, distributed as part of 
the Catholic Action of the South 
(December 1957), prepares for the 
taking of the pledge on December 15th:

“Next Bunday you will be asked to 
pledge ' to do all that I can to streng
then public opinion against the produc
tion of Indecent and Immoral films, 
and to unite with all who protest 
against them.' In taking that Pledge 
you are making yourself an apostle of 
goodness, truth and virtue. You are 
setting out on a mission—not unlike 
that of Boniface and Patrick and Cyril 
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and Methodius—to bring the truth of 
Christ into regions where it is either 
unknown or ignored. As such an apos
tle, you will never be content with 
the minimum. You will always be seek
ing new and better ways of bringing 
Christ's teaching to bear on the world 
of the film, radio, the television and 
the bookstand.

■First of all, then, you will be 
conscious that your ticket to a movie, 
your tuning in on this station or that 
channel, your purchase of this book or 
magazine is very similar to a vote 
that you cast on election day. This 
our Holy Father said in hie recent en
cyclical in these words: 'There is a 
duty of conscience binding the specta
tors who, each time they buy a ticket 
of admission—as it were casting a 
vote—make choice of good or bad 
motion pictures...'

"Ab an apostle, then, before enjoy
ing any of the mass media yourself, 
you will be most careful that you will 
be one of those sincere Catholics who 
"fulfill the grave obligation of ac
quainting themselves with the decisions 
issued by ecclesiastical authority on 
matters connected with motion pictures.' 
In practice, this means that you your
self will first of all consult the 
listing of the Legion of Decency rat
ings, or the list of the National Of
fice of Decent Literature, or the re
views of plays and television shows in 
Catholic papers and magazines."

The instructions go on to urge:

•Over and above this personal apos- 
tolate of good example in one's own 
life, there is a positive aspect of it 
that every Catholic can exercise. This 
is the role of audience response. Every 
producer looks for an audience response. 
One editor of a large entertainment 
trade magazine recently told me that 
if an editor, producer or sponsor gets 
a three percent response on any given 
issue, it is enough to cause either a 
raise or stomach ulcers.

"If you want to, you can call it the 
post card brigade. But the fact remains 
that every Catholic can determine to a 
large extent the type of movies, tele
vision shows and books that are flood-
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Ing our country today. All we need do 
ie to 6It down and tjell the publisher 
or producer our reaction.

♦
"Imagine this: ,

"(1) If one million Catholics would 
vocally protest the exhibition of a 
bad movie what an effect it would have. 
(As a matter of fact, this actually 
happened recently and the producers of 
the film admitted that Catholic adverse 
criticism did irreparable harm at the 
box office. )

"(2) If one million Catholics would 
vocally praise the publication of the 
world's masterpieces of literature in 
paperbacks. Who could tell when the 
flood of good literature would liter
ally drown out the filth on the 
newsstand?

"(3) If one million Catholics would 
let the National Broadcasting Company 
know how they appreciate the televising 
of Midnight Mass from 3t. Patrick's 
Cathedral every year. Don't you think 
the executives of the network have a 
right to be encouraged and pleased by 
the good work they are doing?

•So you see, it's all up to us."

EFFECTS'ON FREEDOM

With incidents like the Chicago 
"Martin Luther" experience so freshly 
in mind the question naturally arises, 
what will all this do to freedom of 
communications in America? How sensi
tive will radio and television be to 
mass expression of the viewpoints of 
their leaders? Will this result in 
the exclusion of religious materials 
from the airways as a result of action 
and reaction?

A few clerical expressions have In
dicated that some members of the hier
archy are aware of the explosive nature 
of the project. Archbishop Pocock of 
Winnipeg, is reported to have warned 
very frankly against boycotting dis
tributors or making public denuncia
tions.

Some believe that If a "television 
legion" should come into being, its 
very existence would accomplish the 
goals without monitoring every program
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for, it is said, "a sponsor would turn 
handsprings to avoid such an economic 
threat’ as would be involved in a 
prelate's instructions not to watch 
his program.

One wonders, too, what thiszvlli do 
to Protestantism in America ./and to the 
high measure of goodw^rl-jinich exists 
in our current religious pluralism.

The very awareness that only cleri
cally approved materials are being 
programmed, and that only these are 
coming through to the television screen 
or to the radio speaker, will undoubt
edly affect the psychology of both 
Roman Catholic and Protestant laity. 
Anti-clericalism and anti-church atti
tudes have grown out of this approach 
in European countries and would not be 
abnormal results in America as well.

FEDERAL MONEY AND SCIENCE

It is reported that a new program 
of Federal aid to education, designed 
to meet the challenge of Soviet scien
tific successes, Is being prepared In 
the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare for inclusion in the Prei- 
ident'e budget message to the new sei- 
eIon of Congress when It convenes In 
January, 1958.

Under discussion is a four to five 
year program that would: (1) help the 
states find gifted high school stu
dents, counsel them and offer then 
college scholarships; (2) provide fel
lowships for graduate students; (3) 
give the states money to expand science 
and mathematics education In grade and 
high schools; (h) pay for college sci
ence equipment; (5) put Federal support 
behind foreign-language training.

A program of this nature necessarily 
Involves many and diverse problems. B«- 
gardlng one of thorn, the Washington 
Post of December 8, 1957 reported:

"Still to be resolved.. .is an almost 
certain controversy over uso of Fed
eral funds for private and parochial 
schools. At the university and colleg* 
level, the President's program will be 
designed to apply to all institutions 
that want help. But the distribution 
of funds on the elementary and second
ary levels has not been worked out.


