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A MAJOR FCR CONGRESS

The news space given to both the "sputniks" 
and the "sputterniks" has made science educa
tion in the United States a major concern of 
the second session of the 85th Congress. More 
than a score of bills have already been placed 
in the hopper and others have been promised.

The welter of viewpoints, objectives, and 
institutional interests represented by these 
many legislative proposals is such that our 
legislators will themselves need to mount a 
satellite and gain the perspective of distance. 
Tremendously important values and principles 
are involved, but there is danger that these 
may become obscured by the little interests of 
parties, groups, and established structures.

The progress of these legislative attempts 
should be of special interest to church leaders 
and church people. All those whose religious 
insights make them concerned for the maximum 
development of the divinely implanted poten
tials in a given person are naturally inter
ested in all educational plans. Those who are 
aware of the various directions in which human 
talents can be channeled by a social order 
will be sensitive to the military as compared 
with the peacetime national objectives. Final
ly, those who are responsible for the advancing 
of certain institutions with their philosophies 
are likely to bend every effort to make gains. 
AU of this will shape up into actions which 
either maintain, reinterpret, or discard our 
traditional American patterns.

♦ * *
The broad outlines of a program to streng

then scientific education in America were 
sketched in a release on December 30, 1957. 
following an extended conference with Presi
dent Eisenhower, Secretary Folsom of the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 

described a seven-point program which was later 
referred to in the President’s message to Con
gress and utiich will most certainly be offered 
as proposed legislation.

Under this plan it is proposed that the Fed
eral Government should grant 10,000 scholar
ships annually for the next four years. The 
recipients of the scholarships would be selec
ted by state boards, taking into consideration 
the student’s need and his ability and record 
in science and mathematics. The scholarships 
would be available to students of both public 
and parochial schools and would, presumably, 
be usable in either private or public 
institutions.

Second, the Federal Government would go 
50-50 with the states toward meeting the cost 
of expanding and improving the aptitude test
ing facilities in the schools. The testing 
program would be available to public and 
parochial schools alike.

Third, the Federal Government would also go 
50-50 with the states in meeting the costs in
volved in expanding the vocational guidance 
program in the high schools. These programs 
would also cover both public and private 
schools.

Fourth, a total of 5,500 Federal graduate 
fellowships would be made available in a four 
year program for the encouragement of able 
college students to go into college teaching. 
The program would offer 1000 fellowships the 
first year and 1500 each of the remaining 
three years.

Federal funds would also be made available
to graduate schools on a 50—50 matching basis 
for the expansion of those facilities. No 
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school could draw acre than $125,000 federal 
money in a given year.

Fifth, federal funds woulc} also be avail
able to state departments of education on a 
50-50 basis if they undertake the strengthen
ing of science and mathematics teaching in the 
public schools of the state. Strengthening 
could include increased pay for qualified 
teachers, additional laboratory equipment, 
and other related methods.

Sixth,a series of language-training centers 
would be established for the study and teach
ing of languages which are important today but 
which have received little attention in this 
country, for example, the languages of Asia, 
Africa and the Near East. The training centers 
would be managed by educational institutions.

Seventh, additional grants would also be 
provided for the National Science Foundation, 
for the strengthening and enlargement of its 
programs for improved science teaching and 
increased student interest in science careers.

Secretary Folsom estimated that this pro
gram would cost the Federal Government about 
$1,000,000,000 and that’ it would cost the 
states about $600,000 during the four-year 
period to which it would be limited.

ASSORTED RILLS

Illustrative of the diversity of bills being 
offered and referred to the appropriate com
mittees during the early days of the new ses
sion of Congress are the following:

S. 2917 is offered by Sen. Edward J. Thye 
(R.-Minn.) to provide "for a program of schol
arships for college undergraduate and graduate 
level education...." Senator Thye proposes 
$25",000,000 for the first fiscal year and 
$50,000,000 for the second fiscal year, with 
amounts to be determined by Congress there
after. Awards would be by competitive exami
nations and would not be limited to scientific 
study. The scholarships would be open to 
students in "public or nonprofit tax-exempt" 
institutions.

*
Among scholarship bills introduced in the 

House of Representatives, several are limited 
to scientific fields. Rep. Jack Brooks (D.- 
Texas) presented H.R. 9635 which would provide 
for "the establishment of a national progr* 
of science scholarships" and for "the estab
lishment of a program of loans to educational 
institutions to aid in providing adequate 

science facilities." Lhder the provisions of 
this bill, 20,000 four-year college scholar- 
ships would be awarded in each of the next six 
years, with awards to be made by designated 
state agencies on the basis of competitive ex
aminations. In addition, $100,000/500 would 
be added to the college loan progpkm, adminis- 
tered by the Housing andHdme^Mnance Agency, 
for low-interest loans Xb "accredited colleges 
and universities" to enable them to construct 
needed buildings, laboratories, and to supply 
needed equipment. /

H.R. 9725, introduced by Rep. Alfred D, 
Sieminskf (D.-N.J.), would establish a national 
program of scholarships for students in certain 
fields of science, also to be awarded on the 
basis of competitive examinations. This does 
not set a fixed number of scholarships or the 
amount to be expended, but restricts to 100 
the number of scholarships to be awarded 
annually in any one state.

The bill presented by Rep. Joseph W. Martin, 
Jr. (R.-Mass.) would provide that five schol
arships in certain fields of science or tech
nology be awarded each year in each of the 435 
congressional districts.

The program outlined in each of these three 
bills would be administered through the Depart
ment of Health, Education and Welfare.
H.R. 9918, introduced by Rep. George S. Long 
(D.-La.), would establish a program of federal 
scholarships to be administered by the National 
Science Foundation. H.R. 9905, presented by 
Rep. John D. Dingell (D.-Mich.), would author
ize the Secretary of Defense to grant scholar
ships in scientific fields.

None of these proposals requires that schol
arships be used at public tax-supported insti
tutions only.

A nimiber of other measures propose improving 
education in the scientific field. S. 2916, 
introduced by Sen. Edward J. Thye (R.-Minn.), 
would provide $25,000,000 per year for grants 
to jgtates on a 50-50 matching basis to increase 
salaries of science teachers and to provide 
equipment in public elementary schools.

Sen. A. S. Mike Monroney (D.-Okla.) in 
S. 2956 proposes to amend the Vocational Educa
tion Act of 1946 to promote scientific educa
tion in "schools or classes under public 
supervision or control."

Several bills propose the establishment of 
a United States Science Academy, comparable to 
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the academies that train officers for the var
ious branches of the armed forces. Such bills 
have been introduced in the opening days of 
the new session by Sen. Strom Thurmond (D.- 
S.C.), Rep. Victor L. Anfuso (D.-N.Y.), Rep. 
Blixabeth Kee (D.-W.Va.), Rep. Hale Boggs, 
(D.-L**)' Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers (R.-Mass.).

I 
I 
I
I 
t 
)

Although the major emphasis has shifted to 
the scientific field, other educational prob- 
leas have not been forgotten. Rep. Ludwig 
Teller (D.-N.Y.) has introduced H.R. 9731 that 
would authorize federal assistance for construc
tion of public elementary and secondary schools. 

|Rep. Carl D. Perkins (D.-Ky.) in H.R. 9830 
proposes the appropriation of funds "to assist 
the States and Territories in financing a min- 
isum foundation education program of public 
elementary and secondary schools, and in re
ducing the inequalities of educational oppor
tunities through public elementary and second
ary schools...."

for a teacher in any accredited public or 
private school. w
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With the exception of bills pertaining to 
tax matters, most education bills are referred 
to the Labor and Public Welfare Committee in 
the Senate or to the Education and Labor Com
mittee in the House. (Democratic members are 
listed in the left hand column. Republicans 
in the right hand one.)

SENATE LABOR AND PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE

Lister Hill (D.-Ala.), Chairman 
H. Alexander Smith 

(N.J.)
Irving M. Ives (N.Y.) 
William A. Purtell 

(Conn.)
Barry Goldwater (Ariz.) 
Gordon Allott (Colo.) 
John S. Cooper (Ky.)

James E. Murray 
(Mont.)

John F. Kennedy
(Mass.)

Pat McNamara (Mich.) 
Wayne Morse (Ore.) 
Strom Thurmond (S.C.) 
Vacancy
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During the first session of the 85th Con
gress, several bills were introduced which 
would permit certain deductions for income tax 
purposes of amounts expended 
with the higher education of 
These proposals were included 
general tax revision held by
and Means Committee during January 
additional bills in this category have 
introduced during the opening days of 
current session.

in connection 
a dependent.
in hearings on 
the House Ways 

Several 
been 

the

IkardH.R. 9971, presented by Rep. Frank 
(D.-Texas), would amend the Internal Revenue 
Code to provide that an individual might de
duct "amounts paid for tuition, fees, and 
books to certain public and private institu
tions of higher education for his education 
or the education of any of his dependents."

In H.R. 10030, Rep. Ludwig Teller (D.-N.Y.), 
vould allow deduction of such expenses for 
higher education of a dependent as exceed the 
normal tax deduction allowed for him. Rep. 
Robert L. F. Sikes (D.-Fla.) in H.R. 10026 
Proposes an additional income tax exemption 
for a dependent who 
high-school level.

is a student above the

Several bills would 
come tax purposes of 
teachers or school administrators for further 
education: H.R. 9899, Rep. Howard H. Baker 
IR.-Tenn.)• H.R. 9928, Rep. Paul G. Rogers (D.-

H.R. 9931, Rep. Robert L. F. Sikes (D.- 
pl*.); H.R. 9981, Rep. Arthur Winstead, (D.- 
"iss.). Each bill would permit such deduction

allow deductions for in
certain amounts paid by

HOUSE EDUCATION AND LABOR COMMITTEE

Graham A. Barden 
Adam C. Powell, Jr. 

(N.Y.)
Cleveland M. Bailey 

(W.Va.)
Carl D. Perkins (Ky.) 
Roy W. Wier (Minn.) 
Carl Elliott (Ala.) 
Phil M. Landrum (Ga.) 
Lee Metcalf (Mont.) 
Edith Green (Ore.) 
James Roosevelt

(Calif.)
Herbert Zelenko (N.Y.) 
Frank Thompson, Jr.

(N.J.)
Stewart L. Udall 

(Ariz.)
Elmer J. Holland (Pa.) 
Ludwig Teller (N.Y.) 
George S. McGovern

(S. Dak.) 
Vacancy

(D.-N.C.), Chairman 
Ralph W. Gwinn, (N.Y.) 
Carroll D. Kearns (Pa.) 
Clare E. Hoffman

(Mich.)
Albert 11. Bosch (N.Y.) 
Joe Holt (Calif.)
John J. Rhodes (Ariz.) 
Stuyvesant Wainwright

(N.Y.) 
Peter Frelinghuysen,

Jr. (N.J.)
Donald W. Nicholson 

(Mass.)
WiIlianH. Ayres (Ohio) 
Robert P. Griffin 

(Mich.)
Harry G. Haskell, Jr. 

(Del.)
John A. LaFore, Jr. 

(Pa.)

CURRENT PAROCHIAL IDEAS

Since the administration proposal and many 
of the other suggestions would leave th*e dis
tribution of federal funds to special boards 
appointed in the state Departments of Educa
tion and since most state laws prohibit such 
agencies from distributing funds to parochial 
schools, leaders of the parochial school move
ment are in search of devices by which to get 
around these obstacles.
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The presidents of 28 Jesuit colleges meeting 
in Washington, D.C., recently released a state
ment saying that where Institutions are pre
vented from benefiting through state board dis
tributions, the Federal Government should make 
provision for direct distribution of funds.

The same objective is in view in the so- 
called certificate plan proposed a year ago by 
Cardinal McIntyre and more recently expanded 
by Father Virgil C. Blum in the October, 1957, 
issue of The Homiletic and Pastoral Review. 
Excerpts from this article were reprinted in 
the U.S, News & World Report, October 25, 1957, 
Father Blum’s article was also inserted in the 
Congressional Record by Rep. Clement J. Zablo- 
cki (D.-Wis.). This plan proposes that educa
tional certificates be issued to the family in 
behalf of ..the child and that these be usable 
in any educational institutions.

H.R. 7125, "to make technical changes in the 
Federal excise tax laws," was passed by the 
House during the first session of the 85th Con
gress. Among many changes, this bill proposes 
to eliminate excise taxes on sales of certain 
items, school buses, for example, to "nonprofit 
educational organizations" and also to exempt 
these institutions from excise taxes on commu
nications and transportation. It is estimated
that these changes would mean a saving of about 
$3,000,000 per year for private schools. Pub
lic schools are already exempt from these 
taxes. The bill is now in the hands of the 
Senate Finance Committee, of which Sen. Harry 
Flood Byrd (D.-Va.) is chairman.

THE NEED FOR BALANCE

The Educational Policies Commission, spon
sored by the National Education Association and 
the American Association of School Administra
tors, recently issued a report on "The Contem
porary Challenge to American Education." They 
proposed an immediate start on a three-level 
program to raise the quality of American 
education.

"For the short run," the report said, "the 
emphasis should be on higher education, partic
ularly at the graduate level, incltxling oppor
tunities, as appropriate, in the fields of 
mathematics, science and technology."

It continued, "Intermediate-range programs 
are needed at both the secondary and the high
er level in the area of recruitment, training, 
and retraining of teachers, in most subject
matter fields, including mathematics, science, 
and languages."

"The long-term need," the Commission aaid 
"is for improved underpinning of the entire 
enterprise of American education, beginning at 
its foundation point in the elementary school*,"

Comments from educators and churcyleaders 
have consistently emphasized the importance of 
keeping a full and balanced emp^sis in our 
national educational plarjpt—-The remarkable 
progress in science and'engineering which has 
been accomplished by /the government's "creak" 
program in the U.S.S.l. should not obscure the 
many other values wtgich have been recognized 
in our schools.

The Educational Policies Commission, in the 
report mentioned above, formulated principles 
for the selection and education of teachers:

"1. Every teacher should comprehend the 
purposes of public education in a democratic 
society and the contribution he makes through 
his teaching to the achievement of these 
purposes.

"2. Every teacher should have both a lib
eral education and a knowledge in depth of 
the field in which he teaches. Specialization 
is essential, but alone is not enough. In the 
school of today the competent teacher must 
recognize and teach the relationships of his 
field to the whole of education and the whole 
of life.

"3. Every teacher has the obligation to 
keep abreast of knowledge in his field and of 
developments in teaching materials and tech
niques which will help improve his performance

"4. Because of the prime importance of 
citizenship education in a democracy, every 
teacher should be well prepared to assume his 
own obligations as a citizen and should under
stand how the school may serve as an agency 
for developing civic responsibility.

"5. Every teacher should have sympathetic 
understanding of boys and girls and should be 
familiar with scientific knowledge regarding 
ch^ld development and the psychology of 
learning.

"6. Every teacher should understand the 
nature and purposes of guidance and should 
have had experience in individual and groig) 
guidance as a part of his training.

"7. Teacher education should include 
«H>ervised experience in dealing with actual 
classroom problems.”


