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Hearings were conducted before committees Both in
the United States Senate and the House of Representa-
tives on the warious proposals to extend MNedersl aid
t0 education. C, Emanual Carlson, smscutive director
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affaire,
appeared before several of these committees on 4if-
ferent occasions to present Baptist viewpeints,

It is 1mpoesible here 10 give the complete taxts
of Carlson's testimonies, bBut the following pmre-
graphs are an attexpt to suwwmrise the viewpoints bhe
expressed, (FMote: The Baptist Joint Committes on
Public Affeire sxpresses views that bave been author-
1zed by the various coopersting conventions that
mintain the office, The following points vere bLased
on positions taken by responsible denomimational
agencies.)

The BJCPA s authoriged to snunciate, commend and
defend historic Baptist principles, to comunicate
and cormend Baptist declarations to governments, and
to oake goverrnment contacts necessary to legitimate
Baptist business. The testimonies before congres-
eional commitieee on education cams within the man-
date issued by the sponsoring Baptist fellowships.

Here in brief outline are the principle points
made before the committees as Carlson sought to make
clesr Baptist positions on educeation and in support
of separation of church and state,

Baptist Commitments

1. Bapticte are committed to & strong public
achool system for meeting civic needs, for economic
productivity, end for developing democrstic skills,

2. Baptists are committed to strong family and
church progrems of religious instruction.

3. Baptiets @re committed to @ wholly voluntary
religious participation.,

Y. Baptists are committed to full freedom end re-
8ponsidbllity for church progrems.

5. Baptlste ere committed to the rights of all men
1o be free from legsl coercion in religious prectice
and support,
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6. Baptiats are committed to the Prineiple of pub.
1ic control of pudlic funds,

Educational Problems

On the basis of the above cormitments Carlson dis-
cussed before the congreseional committees many of
the prodlems that are involved in pdblic aid to
church schools. Here 1s a list of problems slong
with & summary statemant of the position presented to
the heerings.

1, Control of the church DOy versus the re-

There should be adequate safeguards againet Ped-
ernl contyrol of educmtional policy. Yet, in viev of
the fragmentation vhich oould result from Government
support of private schools end of Tecent educetiomal
sdvances in othsr parts of the world, it seems ip-
evitable that American netiomal interwets would de-
mand close regulation of all) educational institutions
receiving Federal funds, with all the unfortunate
coxpromices Oof freedom that ocour vhenever a govern-
mant directe the thought and 1ife of & church or
echureh institution.

2. Fregmentation of the American edusational
systen.

Pinancial policies that encourage churches and
other private agencies t0 undertake elementary and
secondary schools might produce soores of educstionsal
systems, sll wveak and poor. The resulting education.
el chaos would be intolerable in the face of educs-
tional sdvances by means of new public school systems
in other parta of the worla.

If the Federwl Goverrment set up & yrogram to
build up private and parochial achools with taxpayers
funde, it would become s partner with the parochial
system in competition with the public educationsl
programs of the severa) Otates, A Federal-parochial
systen of schools would not help the total cause of
education, but wvould represent an obwvious violetion
of separation of church sand state.

3 Difference between aid to paruchial aechools sand
un credit trenes ction,

To insert a "loan” provision into sn "education
81d” bill ie to confuse two separste but important
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pablic issuss. The clear semuration of credit rels-
tions from public sid would greatly redoce the cur-
rent confusicn and misunderstanding. Bowever, if
credit to religiocus institutions 1s incloded, the
bill should stipulate interest retes vhich protect
the taxpayer from & coerced religiocus participstion.

Furthermore, the need for losns hes not been
clearly established. Experience under Title III of
the National Defense Kducation Act, which provides
loans to private and church-related schools for
science squipment, etc., seems 0 dewonstrate the ab-
pence of need, Only & ermll percentage of the funds
ecarmerked for this purpose hap been used:

4, Busipess loans versus educational loana.

If legielation is concelved in terms of "credit”
a3 distinguished from “aid,” the aseigament of ad-
ministretive responsibility to the office of educa-
tion seems.¢ mispiacement. If Govermment particips-
tion in the long-term credit needs of church insti-
tutions is desireble, then such proviaions should be
bandled as credit leglaiation related to the banking
function and not handled as part of ap educational
"aid" progrem.

_ If lomam are needed, the "Government secured’ con-
cept would seem 10 be preferred to loens from public
funda.

%, Collection and foreclosure on loans to church-
related schools.

In cmge of pon-income-producing facilities,
churches bave no basis for using the self-smortizing
concept vhich applies to loans for college dormitor-
ies, On the contrary, expansion of non-income-pro-
ducing facilities increases the opermting costs of
tha institutions and thus reduces rather than aug-
ments the funds avmilable for repayment. This kind
of & loan, then, is more likely to develop bardship
conditione mnd foreclosure. Govermment operation of
the properties would not be posaible for lack of
authorization.

6. Church responsibility for treining its leeder-
ship.

Theological treining is beyond the scope of Gov-
« érnment programing. Continuation of Federwl grants
for greduate fellowships in this field ecould in time
serve as 'precedent” for a serious effort to in-
fluence religious thought and pattern.

Also closely related to the training of church
leaderahip is the proposal of "loan forgiveness" in
favor of teachera who prepare for service in church
schools., A church school muat be viewed as part of
the church progran. Therefore, to impose upon the
taxpayers in order to build up the teaching staff
needed by & church school is to impose upon them in
favor of the church.

7. Distinction between "welfare aid to the person”

and educational support.

The rise of democracy in the United States, in-

cluding the idea of popular sovereignty based on
populsr suffrage, required also popular education,
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The rights o1 the people to be litarets, ¢ bawe
scosss to0 information, and to develop civia somm
tance ih s free community that
ties for persoml dsvelopment,
lic school system. Tha pubdlie
esigned an psuper relief, or as
Bduostion for s free people 1m
gran. "

8. Problems of religious discrimioetiosn im tay-
supported s B

In the draft provisioms for non«discriwminstion
criteris for participation in the banefits of Ted
rid %0 education, it appears that the drufters Inow
only racial discriminmtion and are svare of the ad-
missiona office only. This requiremcnt ehould slso
prevent economic, religioup, political, or sociae]
discrimination of any kind, in admissione, standard
requirements or inetructionmal program. In ebort, if
public a1d is given s0 az to justify public reguls-
tions, then the institutions should be publiec ineti-
tutions subject to democratie control by the popals.
tion and serving sll interested persons by mesns of
non-s~ntarian program.

“ohild velfare aig,*
not & "velfare pro-

TEXAS BAPTISTS TAKE FAR-REAC A
QN THEIR INSTITUTTIORS ANWD CHURCH-STATE POLICY

The Exscutive Board of the Baptist General Conwe
tion of Texas at its June 6, 1961 meeting took far-
reaching action as far as the practice of religlous
1iberty and separation of church and atate are cop-
cerned. The board approved 10 recommendations of a
special committee on church-state relations, which
will be acted apon by the annual atate convention in
Austin, Nov. 7-10.

The Texas board expressed the opinion that Oove
ment loans to church-related institutions violate
moral, spiritual and constitutional mapects of the
church-state separation principle. This action
an abngrt change in policy for the Baptist General
Conventlon of Texas, which 1f it approves the actios
of the board, will instruct its institutions to ztop
borrowing money fro:' the Federwl Govermment.

A special 13j-menber church-state relations con=-
miftee 85ked the board to adopt the 10 recommenda-
tions after an nxhauntive two-year study of the
principle and the actual involvement of Baptiat in-
stitutions with the Federal Government,

The ppecial committee wae dispolved by the board
after its report, but the board recormended thet the
state's 25-merber survey committee continue to atudy

urch-state relatione and the application of its
nterpretation.

In making its repart to the Fxecutive Board the
comittee said, "We present these recommendations to
you for the future guidance of our inetitutions with
the distinct understanding and observmtion that oo
reflection on any of our past actions, our peopls, @
our institutions 1s intended and further, that thesr
recommendations not be given retroactive effect.”

The formal report of the cammittee to the board
reviewed the foundations of separation of church esd
state from two viewpoints: (1) the spiritual end
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soral foundation, and {2) the coastitutional founds-
tion., Pollowing this came the 10 recommendations
vith e discuseion and explenation of emch one, We
re hare for the readars of the Feport From The
Capital only the vervatinm text of the recommsendations
thensolves.

1. Recommendation concerning direct Covernment afa.

"fhat the Bxeoutive Board of the Peptist Generel
Convention of Texaa vigorously re-affirm the historic
Baptist position of an unequivoosl opposition to all
direct aid, money, or property to chursh echools,
colleges, and cther church institutions, vhether they
be Protastant, Rooan Catholie, or Jewish."

2. Recommendation concerning loans from publie
funds .

"That the Exmoutive Board of the Baptiat Geners)
Convention of Texss oppose the securing of loans from
public funds by religious orgenismtions for the eon-
struction of church schoole, church college build-
ings, hospitais, and other church institutional
buildings, or for any other purpose under amy circum-
stance,”

3. _Reconmsndation concerning loans and prants to
college st N

"That the Executive Board of the Baptiet Generel
Convertion of Texss does not consider that loens end
grante to ctllege students from the Federml and State
Government are viclations of ths church-state prin.
ciple,®

k. Recommendation concerning research grents,

"That the institutions of the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texme continue to cooperste with the OGov-
ernment in the field of research dut that oare be
exerciged that every project bear s direct relation.
thip t0 & legitimete field of Government interest,
that the Govermment monies incorporated in the pro-
Ject be not inconsistent therewith and that there be
no impairment of either aomdemic or religious free.
dom; that the monies received frow the public funde
not be used for the construction of uildings or the
purchase of lands that may nov or later become the
property of the institutions without sdequate and
reseonable cash reimbursement of the Government for
such properties; that the monies received by the in-
stitutions for research work shall be solely on the
bagis of & contract between the Government end the
institutions for work to be done in areas that are
directly related to Govermment interest; that thic
executive board and the inetitutions involwved in
such transactions reapectfully request that the
flealth, Fducation and Welfare Agency of the Govern-
ment designate and publicize such agreements as con-
trects instead of grants.”

3. Recommendmtion concerning suyplus Government
Property.

"That the Bxecutive Board of the Baptist Gonersl
Convention of Texnms permit no institution, office, or
8gency belonging to it to sccept any resl or personal
SWPlus property from the Government of the United
States without payment of a caeh considermtion. That,

competitive bidding, which bidding
restricted to religious welfare, chari-
tarian institutions and ageneies, but
be apen %0 qQualified commercial bdidders as

least equal to ths 'yuw land walua' of the property
and that each institution mvoid taking sdvantage of
its reXigious charucter in oconnection with its nego-
tiations and that, under no circumstances, ehonld it
initiate action in this field or exsrcise preferen-
tial privileges by virtue of ite religious, eduos-
ticoal, sleemosymary or charitable functions,”
. Recommsndation ocon stal vi S .

"That the Exscutive Board of the Baptist General
Convention of Texms recognize that unless and until
there is a gonsrel overbsul in the postal system of
the United Btates whereby postal rates are brought
into line with postal oosts, there is no prectical
vay 10 alleviate the Goverrment in this field; that,
vhile there ic a technical violation of the principle
of church and state by the scoeptance in use of a
Fon-Profit Second Class Mailing Permit, nevertheless,
the violation in this regard is wore apparent than
real.”

8. Recommendation concerning tax emamptions.

"Thmt the Executive Board of the Baptist Genersl
Convention of Texas does not consider the prineciple
of tax exemptions to be in conflict with the princi.
ple of church-state separation.”

9. _Recommendation concerning vendor pay for medi-
cal atment .

“That the Exscutive Board of ths Baptist Generwl
Convention of Texas doee not consider vepdor Pmy
for medical tremtment & violation of the church-
state principle.”

10, Recoomendation concerning the military
ch!hing:-

"That the Executive Board of the Baptist General
Convention of Texae does not coneider the military
chaplaincy & violation of the church-state princi-
ple.”

GROUP_SUBSCRIPTIONS RNCOURAGED

Report From The Capital is evailable to church
groups st the mate of $.75 per year, vhen 10 or
more coPles are sent to the same address, Write
for further information about groud suberriptions,
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The Southern Associstion of Baptfst Colleges and
8chools voted on June 15, 1961 at a meeting in Meh-
villa, Tenn., {by @ vote of ¥0-3) to back Pederal
loans to education &35 "a last hope to avoid Pederal
»id to private education.”

The resolution, introduced by J. Ollie Edmunds,
president of Stetson University, Deland, Fls., vas
almoat directly opposed to action taksn & week
earlier by the Baptist Generel Convention of Temme.
{See previous article in this iesue of the Report.)

This action of the Baptist sducstors 1s alsoc op-
posite to that taken by Virginia Baptists last year,
when they declared that "to sccept & Federml loan at
e lov rate of intereast, and vith long terme for re-
pmyment 1a, in effect, to sccept a subsidy from the
public tremsury.”

One of the educators at the Mashville meeting ie
reported by the Baptict Preas as saylog, *Ye think
the action of the Texams board is wrong.”

" The text of the resolution adopted by the Southern
Association of Baptist Colleges and Schoole 1s as
followe :

1. "That we cormend Presjdent John F. Kennedy for
his courageous stand in support of the treditional
Americen principle of the geparwtion of church and
state.

2. "That ve express our own belief that this
principle 16 not violated vhen the Federal Govermment
makes loans to collegen anpd universities at the going
rate of interest.

3. "That we express our hope that Pederml loens
may alao be made avajlable to colleges and universi-
ties for the construction of acsdemic facilities.

4. "That we urge our denominetional press to help
clarify any misapprehensions vhich may exist in the
minds of our church lesders about thie lawliable Fed-
eral governmential undertaking ms @ last best hope to
ov3id Federu) aid to private education.”

Top education sdministretors in the States are op.
yosed to Peders) aid to parochial schocle, accordiag
to testinony prepared for heerings before & Semate
subcoummittes on sducmtion.

Eigar Fulier, executive secretary of the Coumoil
of Chief State School Offiocers, testified on the ex-
tension and amepdment of the Mational Defense Bluca-
tion Act, The Council is composed of the state com-
missioners of the 50 states and the chief school
officers of Fuerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, the 0a.
mml Zone, OGuam and American Samoa,

&k proposed anendment to the National Defense Bag-
cation Act is to expand Title III to imclude clasgs-
room construction for teaching science, mathematics,
foreign languages and phyvical fitness.

The besic principle espoused by the Council of
State educators is "that public funde should be used
for public schools and colleges and that private
funds should finance private schools and colleges."”

The Council's testimony said that their poliey "is¢
based on the conviction that 1t describes the best
course of action for the welfere of the Mation, for
religious denominétions, and for the public echools,”
Reasons for the Council's position are:

(1) Pederel funds for privete schools require the
exercise of Federml dimscretion in & vay that easily
results in Federal controls or Federal favors;

(2) Pederal funde for private achools would be
detrimental to public education in many ereas pf the
country by causing a proliferstion of nev privete
schools by aplinter groups of varioue kinds and by
Federal financing of & very limited number of larg
chureh«controlled aystems of religious schoole openly
competing vith public sehools; and

{3) Federml funda for privete schoola would maka
the Federal Government more closely associated with
asectarien local schoole then with public loesl
schools; more closely associated perhaps than ie good
for either public or private schools.
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