SEPTEMBER 1970

The (4th annual Religious Liberty Conference
met in Washington August 4-6.

Theme for the Conference, mitended by
representatives of eight Ilnptisl con-
ventionx in Nurth America, was “Dissent
in Church and State.”
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A Baptist theologian in an addfess to the
Baptist Religious Liberty Conference called
on the church to produce Christian answers
to the problems of dissent in goday’s society.

Identifying “the wspirit of dissenl” a8
closely tied to the message of the Bible, he
said that “the prophets, the apostles and
Jesus suffered 100 consistently at the hands
of the autherities of their ages to categorize
them in any other way than as figures of
dissent.”

Gerald L. Borchert, Academic Vice-
President and theology professor at the
North American Baptist Seminary, \Sioux
Falls, S. D., delivered the keynote message
to the fourteenth annual™Religious Liberty
Confererce sponsored by the Baptist Joint
Commiltee on Public Affairs here. The
conference theme this year is "Dissent in
Church and State.”

“The problem of injustice is with us in
intensity. Men are on the streets because of
it, Borcheet declared. While some claims
of injustice are illegitimate and some are
formed very responsibly, the church must
not opt out of her role in locating the truth
of the claims,” he continued.

Borchert vigorously protested Christians
theory that,is not accompanied by Christian
action, ~’As a seminary professor and dean
I afi hardly opposed to theology,” he said,
“but I cannot help feel that part of the
reason Christian theology falls to achieve
the goals that theologians propose is that
few theologians themselves are willing to
invest themselves beyond the typewriter and
podium or puilpit.”

The Baptist dean said that much of the
dissent in society is caused by injustice, and
thet the church has failed in solutions be-
cause of an incomplete view of the world.
“The subject of dissent is one which the
Church can ill afford to limit simply to dis-
cussion,” he said.

“The Chgistian must be committed 1o
working for the rectifying of injustice.”
Borchert declared. “He cannot hide his
head in a pillow of orthodoxy and assume
no responsibility for the actions of society,"
he said.

He contirued, “To be a Christian in a
democracy and abstain from voting or fail
to,be concerned for the poor in the com-
mumly. or be indifferent 10 3 neighborhood
and city plagued with sracial injustice or
growing dishonesty in business or increasing
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Baptist Theologian Asks Church to Help in Problem of Dissent

use of’drugs by Jocal «students does nat
relieve the Christian of his invblvement in
the guilt of his community.”

Borchert deplored the fact that the
Church has many times “suffered from an
eppalling lack of prophetic spirit.” How-
ever, he was quick to add that “a century
has yet to pass when the tender consciences
of some of God's faithful have not moved
the Church to a truer represeatation of her
pature and mission.”

Facing the need of the North American
nations for Christian prophets, he said, “it
is not an jdle wish but a firm conviction of
the present speaker that Churchmen who

face God humbly and their nation honestly -

can be the State's greatest hope in this era
of mushrooming violence.”

The Baptist theologian paid respect to
those who advocate “a theclogy of revolu-
tion,” and "a theology of law and order.”
Bul he declared that these are not enough
for church participation in today’s prob-
lems. He then presented five "Christian
perspectives which may provide the founda-
tion for the development of a more adequate
Christian alternative.”

First, Borchert chellenged the adequacy.

of “the visval view of the purpose of the
created order as simply a usable vehicle for
man.” He ackmowledged that "man has
been given dominion over the world and

charged with the task of subduing it.” How- .

ever, he emphasized, that “such a privilege
demands a parallel respansibility.™

Such an enlarged view would enable the
church to be “free to reject the idolatry of
things,” he declared.

Ancther “perspective” advocated by
Borchert was that freedom must be accom-
panied with responsibility. He declared that
“the Christian must be prepared to recog-
nize the dissenter's free right of dissent.”

He then said, “But if the dissenter has the
right of dissent that right cafries with it a
responsibility of recogoizing that others act-
ing out of conscience may be of the oppo-
site opinion, and a free society is built_ upon
that recognition.”

In a third "perspective” Borchert warned
against confusing “means and goals” in the
process of dissent. He said that Missenters
often make the mistake of looking upon the
means they employ as the goal they have in
mind. “"For the Christian,” he said, “the

Gerald L. Borchert

achieving of goals by improper means con-
stitutes the achieving of improper goals.”

His fourth “persepctive” was that “the
Chridtian in the world” must be a person
both of faith and “spirituality” and & person
of action who becomes actively involved in
eliminating the injustices of society.

Finallty, Borchert declared that “if Chris-
tians are unwilling to spend themselves and
become actually involved in seeking to re-
solve the human dilemmas, then Christians
will only provide weak answers to the prob-
lems of humanity.

“It cost the Lord Jesus his fife to visit the
carth with the perspective of God, and his
faithful followers have seldom found that
their task has been much easier,” he
observed.

Lincoln Era Log House to be Reslored

A log house built in Elizabethtown, Ky.,
between 1805 and 1809, said to be in part
the work of Thomas Lincoln, the father of
Abraham Lincoln, will be restored with the
aid of a §26,600 Historic Preservation grant
from the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

Located on a cne-acre tract in Hardin
County, the log house is a rare example of
rough wilderness acchitecture. It will serve
as a museum of arts, ¢rafts and customs of
the early Lincoln era.
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AN AMENDMENT TO BRING a quick end to the draft waa defeated In the Senate lagt week, The
amendment, sponsorsd by Senator Mark Hatfield (R., Ore.)} and Senator Barry Goldwater
(R., Ariz.) would have boosted military salaries and moved toward creation of an all-
voluntary army by July 1, 1971,

THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION prefers a much slower pace toward an all-voluntary army and
the Pentagon joined the White House in opposing the amendment. The Gates Commiasion, a
presidential panel, has recommended moves to implement the all-volunteer army,

EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS in the nation, spearheaded by the National Education Associa-
tion, have joined forces to challenge a 1968 Pennsylvania law that provides for the purchase
by the state of the services of teachers in nonpublic schools in teaching certain secular
subjects to pupils in those schools,

THE ASSOCIATIONS have joinedinfiling a friend of the courtbrief with the U,8. Supreme Court
which has the Pennsylvania case preseatly before it. Joining in the challenge are three
affiliated organizations and the American Vocational Association, the Horace Mann League
of the U.8., the National School Boards Association, and the Rural Education Association.

4
THE BRIEF asserts: '"the current extensive effort to divide tax-raised funds between public and
nonpublic achools represents the gravest crisis public education hag faced in its history,"

WITH THE HOUSE of Representatives in recess until after Labor Day, the Senate is the focus of
attention these days in Washington, Even so, little sigaificant legislation is being turned
out, One day recently the Senate met ounly to adjourn for lack of a quorum (51).

THE ADMINISTRATION is determined to make the Democratic controlled Congress wear the
mantie of big spenders in the face of its economy moves. The Congress is juat as deter-
mined to point the finger at priorities for services and programs at hame vs. defense and
war expenditures.

COULD IT HAPPEN HERE? Authorities of both Catholic and Protestant churches in West Ger-
many report that increasing numbers of people are withdrawing from the churches follawing
the government's [ntroduction of a 10 per cent surcharge on income taxes 1n July,

SINCE 10 PER CENT is also deducted from incomes of church members, the assumption is that .
these taxpayers have left the church to equalize their tax bills. West Germans must regis-
ter their faith with tax authorities in order to be eligible to receive sacraments. The
government then automatically deduets a church tax of 10 per cent,

THE QUESTION MIGHT BE POSED, "Could such a situation happen here?' 1If the U.8. Govera-
ment no longer allowed tax exemption for gifts to churches, what effect would this have on
the stewardship of church members in this country?
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Conference Agrees on Responsibility of Dissent

One hundred snd five Baplists from Ihe
Unned Seates and Canade were i

even il we disappeave of his cavse. Dissent
should be ch led inio ke most positive

in supporting the “right of dissert™ during
the lourtecnth annual Rehgious Liberty Con-
terence.

The d. .l
thal point sa sumc nl' the panticipanis urged
dissent canging from mild proles thraugh

blished 10 the ok hse of
fotce and viokence after other means Tsiked.
Even ro, hefore & concluded, the conferees
weve i agreermeni on maay Christian ap-
proscties and responsibilities 1o dissent.

The_Abeine of the conference was “Dit-
senl m Church and State.™ Five aremn weie
w the minds of the conlerees as they dis-
cuesed prnciples and peaclices _for Bap:
lists. These were dissen! agninsd war, de
personahization, mpustice, the polilico-gce-
namec sysikwy, and sntlitution center religion

The speeches, discussions nad reports
made al (he Conference do not represent
the policy of the Baptint Joist Caommaice
on Pubhic Aflaics ar of the exght denomina-
tans that muintain 1he office in 1be Palion’s
Capila). The Conference views hecorme re:
source malenmd fur the Bapiist Jont Com-
mittee and Jos (ht spoasoring denominae-
tions, who in m decide their own policy
poaitions for Themselves.

The secoon an “DNssent a3 Political Siral-
epy” reported- “The group it unanimous
in afirming the nghl snd serponmbiliy of
d-swent a1 a precious part of Baptist aradi-
dinn and American civil end politicel heri-
(spe.  Suppression of dissent leads 10 an
ahgritarian siale. Dissent wust vever he
equated with disloyshy.”

Auother section aaid  “We sgreed that
the church could and shoold be the con-
science af the mate and the community.
Wilh (his in mind, we need to help chuvch
peaple (0 kaow how 10 dissen! without fear,
Ouwr rapoonbility 1o ChriM should enable
ws 10 learn how (o differ wn love.”

A bird section declared: “We believe
the Chinstian should offer » lismening ear ta
the dimentee and sopport his right so disaent
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and crealive possibilties. Peopls should be
educated ta the avsilable channels of re-
diess bt a remliness (o respond W immedi-
ate need without the delay of going through
channels showld be developed ™

Conscience. was defined by one of the
sections as “the innee sense of maral direc-
1ian through which » person capreascs u 3y3-
tem of valucs™
* To ihis deflnition 1he section sdded thes
“the beblical basis of conscience in thet de-
cisions and achions. ere moliveted by snd
hated upon whal ane perceives 1o be for
him that course which is desccibed in (he
BiMe and dictated by (he Haly Spirit."

To imglement (he diclales of conscience
the section devised mine guidelines foe Chris-
tion dissent: {1} be sure we have secu
indormalion an which o work: (2) be will-
ing (0 1eke risha: 1) know our cwa valnes,
mo:al and vikerwise; (4) da nol use other
people ssmply &2 @ means 10 an £oid:

“(5) Be commnied 10 work far construc-
live results; (6) avaid retalisory ar vindic-
ive measwres; (7) cooperate with others
who are working lo remedy the same in-
justices; (8) vecagnize Ibe right of dissent
by athery who mey have = different set of
values: and {9) make our dissent responaible,
apen and honest ™

Commenang o0 bath the nght 1o can-
sem or dissenl, the section report smd, “A#
persans, including young aduhs in college,
shauld be hesrd wilh sespect in setlidg pol-
wies and rules. Al the same time, Lhere
should he respect for thowe w fhe rolea of
leadership 1t should be recognized that the
akd as well an the young and all those in
berween, of varying kinds ard sons and
colars have 2 right 10 be. heard.”

The seclion on “Divent sa  Political
Strategy” utged ihe churches 10 become
more active sgamel mjustice and npprexsion
in wociety.

Specifically, this sectian said hal “m our

Baptist Dialogue Views Dissent as Essenfial,

Disruptive Dissent Inevitable Unless . . .

A highly-placed \ govermment official
warmed thit church people sl recognizt
and help corvect the faciors which breed
dinsenl W cur sockely elie the nation soom
will be “engulfed in 1he same kind af de-
firuclion we are Irying 10 prevent.™

Mr. Anits AMéem, = spocial assistant
the Office al Education af the Depariment
of Hesbh, Education, and Wellare, ad-
drestsad dhe Baplist Religious Libeny Con-
ference in itx apnusl session here. She spoke
on the wbject "Disinguishing between dis-
rent and disruption.”

Mrs. Allen, aiso prendent of the District
of Columbia Schoo) Boerd, i the wife of
= Haptis mimsier, Wilkie B, AMen, pastar
ol il Upper Room Bspiist Cbhurch here in
Washington.

“We who mre church r.unnu:led mun

J the soc amnd
gur inslitutiomsl umupnnmenas to them
which hreed dinsent,” Mrs Allen 10ld abow
100 coaferees from mcross North Americe.
“We must spprectale siso that dissend in &
(ree socicty drematizes » problem,” she
painicd o1,

“We have » chnice,” she emphastzed, “we
can undersiend the problem, bring sbout
orderly change. snd publicly denownce dis-

ruption whatever the cauvse” and ~thereby
assid in the creation of a belter society.”

“0r." she conlinuwed, “we can pretend
noihing is wrong of overresdt (o any dissent
Ot be silent at the wroag time.™

Ta do ihe Jawer, Mrs. Allen warned,
would mecan 1hal “we are overily or coverlly
a part of a disruplive paitern thal like o
stinking cancer cun destroy sd) of w»n."

I we do not bring aboul orderly change,
change will inevierbly occur, but it will be
through conlict and disruption, and there
wi)) be Jiitle control over the outcome,” the
Baplist laywomen waemed.

Mra, Allen emphasized four things which
"“concerned citizens can do g detormine the
form dissent will ukimalely iske.™

First, she said, “each oae of ua must al-
templ 1o distinguish clearly between thm
which is constructive dissent ard that which
13 non-productive disruption ™

The educalion specinlist ndmnited shat thin
ia ngl always an essy dislinclion. She elab-
orated the principle by saying 1hsl “when
d-ssen jn sny significant way interferes
with or vinlales the rigis of mdmdmlls or

Mew. Anita Allen spoke on “Distisguishing
Betwoea Dirsent and Disrwpitian™

that it is, ut the very least, disruplivn sad
cannot be 16leraed

Once thls distmciion bas been made, she

when U leads to violence and d

churches we must be ever vigilanl lo—

"1 Insure a tree pulpil end denomination-
3l pmn-

"y, p PP | )
3l agencies for p(odalmms and defending
principles of social justice; and

3. Prepare young peopk 10 Aerve @y
committed Chrisiians in the paliical parish.”

This section declared 1that “the church
must he the breeding grauad for the proph-
v

“Hecogmzing the threal of the imminent
collapae of hummanity’s most sacred values,”
it i “we urge Chnsti ic
ly exercise their camiliutional nght and
reapomibility of divenl. We affirm that i s
our duiy 10 nuriuce, prolecs, and preserve
the prophets of change.”

The aeciion on “Dissent s1 Personal Tac-
fies™ ded toue o (nc-

s employed (0 achieve Christian objec-
tives. These are:

“1. Peopaganda — pmitive infarmation
that s facieal and conslructive.
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altempt  ta  wark
problems—dis<enter and au-
thocuy talking through their differences and
allempling 10 agree on 2 conree nf aclinn or
position.
~). Use of legal, pahiical, and economic
prescuze-—court ¢ases, boycalls and selecuve
patranape are oll examples of such pressure.
"4, Ciwl disobedicace—the noa-violent
bualung of laws with lnnmplmn of the
dor ion of the

law ™

The Religi Liberty Confe e are
under the direction of lames M. Sapp, di-
rector Of conrelslion services ol she Baplist
Joint Committes oa Public Affainn  The
105 pactcipania weve from the Sowthern
Rapliyy Convention, Amencan Baplist Con-
vention, Progretsive National Baplist Can-
vention, Inc. Nahional Boprist Coavention
ol America. Bapiist General Caondesence.
Norih American Baplist General Confer-
cnce, Seventh Day Bapiim General Con-
{ecence, National  Raptst  Conveation,
U. S. A, Inc and Paptist Federstion of
Caneda.
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ponsible citizens muw pubhe-
Jy denounce such behavior ™

“Unless disruplive hebavior is denounced
by those responsible citizenms who are sup-
porling Ihe same caute 14 edvance must
inevitably sufier.” Mrs, Allen elaborased.
~for 1bose who have yet 10 he persuaded
will he dissuaded by (he dicruption (he cause
hat evohed, and thote who would oppose

Responsible, Inevitable

The government ofcial admiticd that
there may be a {ew pevsom who “will dis-
ropi for disruption’s seke.” “And persom
wha woold desiroy ke fibee of our sociedy
have to be dealt with @ ways (hal the law
pravides,” she said

“But,” Mrs. Alleo contiowed, that she
feh most people involved in disruplive dis-
scnl are uwply followlng that rovic “be-
cause they feel great {ruilvalion abowl &
problem that in some lsrge way aflecis their
livea,”

Mri. Allen emphasized 1hal she suggested
finding channcls for avolvement for dis-
seaters, “nal simply because it will pit an
end (o divserd bul aho because involving
those who are aflecicd is the best way 10
find scceplable solutioms.™

Al onz poind in her Z0-mimne speech,
Mrs. Allen said Thal one of the mare frighi-
ening results of the kind of disruption that
is escalating im the couniry is that it pro-
duces a negative reachon as “the only evi-
dence of concem™ an the pant of those n
power

She accused Ihe insutolions of sociely
with “indiseclly hut significan(ly”™ coninib.
Ming 1o lise increase of diuens by such
negative responses.

“Mos af vur inshifmions have faiked 10
respond 10 the peeds of thow whom 1hey
serve unii) they have heen confronted in a
thresmening way By thewr very tigudny and
unrespanuveness they have invited coafron
tanon.” Mrs. Allen declared

$he urged the Baplisis, tepreseoling meny
phascs of denominations) snd loce! church
life, nol 10 become defensive and vesisiant
10 Ihe pleas for change in ovur sociesy. lIn-
stcad, “we must develop the shills so chan-
nel these forces inle improved wstrucuonal

1he canise will have new agams)
o

But public denunciations are not enough.
the emphasized A (urther necessary step
ia to “acknnwledge 1hat there are » number
of largely ignored problemas in this couniry
which are worthy of dissent.”

Dissent itselé can do no more (han point
oul that dhese problems are there snd have
n been solved.” the 1ald the Bagprists

“Ditsenmt jtsell cannol golve the problems.™”

Therelive, Mrs. Allen wrged. “it (8 cvocinl
thet respmnsble cilizens ek conttrucfive
channels for those who dissent and devole
their energies and efions to Bnding solu-
nans  theough the demacratic  palitical
process,”

“Thés is the key 10 ending distupling,”
Mrs  Allen declared.

B " within the different iastitulions
in the communties.

"Il we 4o aol, dismipting wi)l inevitably
ensve,” she warmed,




The church must pioneer in exploring
and coastructing new means of disseat and
shouid take “its rightful place” is leading
the changes which must come about in our
world, & group of young persona 10M fellow
conferees in the final plenafy session of the
Baptizt religious liberty conference.

Declaring that “the church ought to be
the breeding ground for the prophet,” the
young spokesmen expressed grave concern
over what is going 10 happen in the church
during this time of “revolution.”

Js the church “going to take the lead in
the many changes?” Ted Overman, director
of Community Mioistries at Johenning Bap-
tist Cenlér here, asked. “Are we going to
accepl change in a posiive way of will it
happen in negative and destruetive ways if
we (the cburch) do not lead?” he continued.

Urging tha1 churchmen “immerse our-
sclves™ in dissent "ip our owa localities where
it gets risky,” Overman wondered if church
poopie would welcome the revolution as a
“form of senovalion” for the church, and
“not be afraid of i.”

"At least one-fifth of the one hundred and
five persons participating in the conference
were under thirty years of age. Special pro-
visions (o hcar the supplementary report of
the young.persons was made by conference
officials.

In their formal statement the young per-
sons, who had participated in the regular
group and section discussiony, urged that
“progressive people throvghout the religious
community must band together to put inlo
action our belief thal it is our moral re-
sponsibility to effect social change.”

Serving as the chief spokcsman for the
youth, QOverman said he and the other young
persons at the meeting, had “locked with
coasternation” on the world and society in
which we live.

Overman, a former student at Golden
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill
Valley, Qulltornia, said that Baptisis need
“not just 1o reorder ouc priorities and nol
just to dissent against the values of society.”

“We need » new sysiem of values,” Over-
man declared. “We need to dissent against
the whole system which places emphasis on
things, nol persons . . . we need a new
wqrld order that will involve an emphasis
on life, not death, on man and society it-
sclf, rather than on a perpetualion of the
status quo.”

A similar theme was siressed by Miss
Jessica Powens of Glenside, Pa.;” who said
Christiaos are morally bound “‘to Jove all
the people of the world, and to love sil the
things of the ecarth.” In carrying this oul,
she said, it is wrong to kill in any way, any-
thing, “and [ mean to kill anyone’s mind is
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Youth Ask Bapust‘Conferees To Lead In Dissent And Reform’

alyo wrong, not just his body, but definitely
his mind and his soul.)

As an example of misplaced values in
churches, }im Garrison, a former atudent
at Southern Baplist Theological Seminary
in Louisville, Ky., 101d the story of a pastor
who led his church is an “intensive training
period on Christian discipleship.”

The pastor's efforts, Garrison said, led
eventually to a change in membership policy
to open the church “to all who believed . . .
regardless of race, color or economic condi-

tion.” This action cost the church almost.

bhalf the membership and the budget was
cut in half, Garrison related.

The young seminarian, newly appointed as
the assistant Baptist Student Union Director
al Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacks-
burg, Va., observed: “The pastor may have

world of reality.”

The possibility of a violeat revolution in
the country and the threat of 1the “immincnt
collapse of humanity’s most sacred values”
was acknowlcdged by many conferees in
the section reports of the three-day meeling.
This fear was underscored by scveral of the
young people as they told their fellow Bap-
tists in the closing session that “that’s what
is coming to very fasl.”

Steve Anders, a young man from Arling-
ton, Va., said that he didn't believe that
very many of “even our Jiberal church mem-
bers understand how fast this is coming
down.”

Anders, who said he is now living in a
free community in Atlanta, Gsa., told of
citizen and police harassment of hippies
there. Hc said that “this is happening all
over the country to your kids . . . and your

Dr. Berchert Belds questiome fellowing hin addrens on “The Ingredients of Free Con-

acience . . . Criteria for the Future.”

lost a financially produclive organization or
a club, but T feel that he has found a church
in the true sense.” \

Among the suggestions made for action
during the special presentation by the youth
was that church members take a more ac-
tive role in legislative lobbying.

“Not loabbying simply for the church,
simply for tax exemption status, or simply
for the churches' self interest,” . Overman
expressed. “But in lobbying nctivefy tbrough
our representatives in the political arena of
life for man, for humanity, for justice,
and againsl the oppression and the repres-
sion which characterizes so much of society
today.”

The proposal was made by Overman, as
it was also suggested in some section re-
ports, that Baptists “redefine the dactrine of
separation of church and siate . . . 50 that
we don't use this as an excuse not to gel
involved in society and politics and the

kids are not going to stand for it much
longer.”

“My whole fecling is that there is just
notl a sense of urgency in getting this across
lo our people that if things don’t change
now for the better we don't have any other
choice but violence . . . thst’s where we are
gaing, and nobody wants to go there,” he
said.

The presentation by the youth affirmed
both optimism and convictioa that the Chris-
tian faith “has an inherent potential” for the
national crisis. John Collett, Maynardville,
Tenn., said that “in this historical sijuation

- in which a segment of our society is n
rebellion, this is the best time . . . in which
the Kingdom of God can fit in 50 well. What
they are asking for, he continued, "ia to be
liftcd above the historical situation; 10 have
a state of conscience and freedom which is
above the day-to-day routine and authonities
of church and state . . . . This is whal the
Kingdom of God is all about,” he said.
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Senator Declares Dissent
Essential to Democracy

A United States Senator here defended
dissent as-an essential element in American
democracy. but he warned of its frivolous
and irresponsible use to achieve the dissent-
ers’ goals.

Sen. Charles McC. Mathias (R., Md.),
in an address before the annual religious
liberty conference, espoused *“civil disobedi-
ence” provided the protest is nonviolent and
that the dissenter is willing to pay the pen-
alty for his actions.

The Maryland Senator, declaring that
“¢ivil disobedience on a widespread scale is
civil rebellion and borders on anarchy,”
condemned the actions of “the Catonsviile
Nine” who destroyed records in a selective
service office in Catonsville, Md.

“It was with some dismay,” Mathias said,
“that [ read a recent account that Father
Daniel Berrigan, one of the so=called ‘Catons-
ville Nine', has decided to go underground
and thereby delay acceplance of the conse-
quences of his violations of the law.”

He agreed with Judge Simon E. Sobeloff,
who presided over the “Catonsville Nine"”
case, that “the exercise of a moral judgment
based on individual standards does not carry
with it legal justification or immunity from
punishment for breach of the law.”

~The fapt that protestors sincgrely believe

that they are breaking the law for a good
cause cannot be accepled as a legal defense
for their actions,” Mathias declared.

He applied this principle both 1o the
“hawks™ and “doves” in the national debate
over the Vietnam war.

“ln the debate over the Vietnam Con-
flict we have seen excesses commiitted by
representatives of both the left and the
right, hawks and doves. Violators of the
law must answer for their acts regardless
of their political plumage.” he asserted.

Basing his views on both moral and con-
stitutional principles, the Senator said that
“the First Amendment to our Conslitution

Open Areas Seen As
‘Absolutely Necessary’

City and suburbae parks cannot substi-
tute for “green spaces” in the matrix of
“megalopolis,” according to Jerome P.
Pickard, an official of the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development.

Director of HUD's Program Analysis and
Evaluation Staff, Dr. Pickard contends that
open areas “are absolutely necessary” to
provide natural environmental amenities to
compensate for the vast acreages under
street, block and tract development.

September 1970

reflecta a judgment that society must and
should tolerate the expression of views that
may be distasteful, inane or even erroneous.”

The First Amendment provisions for
freedom of religion, free speech, freedom of
assembly-and dissent are “founded on the
notion that soClety as a whole will ultimately
benefit from the free exchange of ideas, that
our society will in the long run be both
more stable and more just for having pre-
s_erv:g diversity of expression,” he con-
tinued.

The theme of the 14th Religious Liberty
Conference this year is “Dissent in Church
and State.” Although sponsored by the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs,
the views expressed by the religious liberty
conference are not necessarily those of the
Committee or of the Baptist denominations
that support it, "

The findings of the conference will be
advisory to the Baptist Joint Committee
but are in no way binding on any individual,
group, or denomination.

The three sections of the Conference this
year dealt with dissent as conscience, as
political strategy and as personal taclics.

Senator Maihias sddrezacd (he conferemce
gn“ '“'(bmlitutionll Freedoma in sn Ordered
1y”

High Court Agrees To Hear Sectarian College Aid Case

The U.S. Supreme Court here has agreed
to hear a case involving federal grants to
wctarian colleges. The decision will affect
many Baptist and other denominational
schools.

At issve in the case are two questions, ac-
cording 10 Leo Pfeffer, aitomey for 15 Con-
neclicut residents:

(1) Does the Higher Education Facilities
Act of 1963 authorize federal funds for con-
struction of facilities at institutions controlled
by religious groups and organized for and
engaged in the propagation of the doctrines,
teachings and practices of the religious body,
so long as the facilities so financed are used
solely for secular purposes?

(2) If the Act does authorize such ex-
penditures, does this provision violate the
provisions of the First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution which forbids laws re-
specting an establishment of religion and
prohibiting the free exercise thereof?

The appea) to the Supreme Court came
after the three-judge U.S. District Court of
Connecticut dismissed the case. The Con.
necticut court in effect held that the Congress
intended 10 include expenditures at church-
related colleges provided the facilities were
not used for sectarian instruction or reli-
gious worship. The District Court also held
that the Higher Education Facilities Act of
1963 so construed wag constitutional.

Four colleges in Coanecticut, which are
controlled and conducted by religious orders
and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Bridge-
port, are the objects of the suit,

Sacred Heart Universily is a coeduca-
tional liberal arts university at Fairfleld,
Cona. It has received $367,100 in federal
funds for a library which has been completed
and opened in November 1968.

Annhurst College, a liberal arns college
for women at Woodstock, Conn., received
$444,182 for a fine arts building which was
scheduled for occupancy in January 1970,

Fairfietd University, a liberal arts college
for men at Fairfield, Conn., received two
federal grants. One for $500,000 was for a
library which has been completed. The other
was $537,500 for a science building now
under construction and scheduled for com-
pletion in February 1971.

Albertus Magnus College, a liberal arts
college for women at New Haven, Conn,,
received $21,000 for a language laboratory
which has been completed.

In his brief before the Supreme Court,
Pfeffer said that “we did not contend in the
court below nor do we contend here that
all church-related colleges and universities,
no matter how tenuous the relationship, are
excluded from the benefits of the Act.”

“Qn the contrary,” he continued, “the en-
tire thrust of our trial evidenice was to show
the extent and intensity of religious teachings
and praclices in the four institutions joined
as defendanis, none of which denied that
they were church-related.”

The Supreme Court will set a date for the
hearing of this case, A decision is expected
within less than twelve moaths.
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The U.S. Depaniment of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) has announced
fund reservations under the College Hous-

ing Loan Program supporting construction
of pearly $250 millioa ip mllue bousing
snd dining facilities.

Among the church-relsted institytions
three Southern Baptist colleges with $4,005,-
000 in loan reservations are exceeded only
by 10 Methodist schoois that will get $7,-
345,000. Five Roman Catholi¢ colleges bave
been altotted $3,051,000. Other Protestant
schools have $3,278,700 ecarmarked for
them.

Under the direct loan program, HUD
vides the entire Joan to the institution, which

raYaYaYaY,

Selected quotes gleaned from recent books, publicstions and masterial coming to the
reference Lbrary of the Baplist Joint Committee chosen by Alice Moody, Adminiatirm-
tive Assistant. You may wish to read the tul of materinls quoled. References sre
complete for each ilem.

Early in August the first annval report of
the Council on Environmental Quality was
transmitted 1o the Congress. This report,
entitled Environmental Quality, is available
for $1.75 per copy from the Superintendent
of Documients, U.S. Goverpment Primting
Office, Washington, D C. 20402.

Ip the final chapter, “Present and Future
Environmental Needs," the Council said,
“, .. The agenda for urgent action is Jong.
Much has already been done, but much more
must still be done with current management
tqols wielded by existing institutions , . .

“The pressing need for tomorrow is to
know much ‘more than we do today. We
lack scientific data about how natural forces
work on ouc environment and how poliu-
tlants alter our natural world, We lack ex-
perience in innovating solutions. We lack
tools to tell us whether our environment is
improving or deteriorating. And most of
all, we lack an sgreed upon basic concept
from®*which 10 100k al environmental prob-
lems and then to solve ther.”

Still referring to the need for a conceptual
framework, the Council said in part, “Our
ignorance of the intervelationship of separate
pollution problems it a8 handicap in devising
cantrol strategies. Is pollution direcily re-
lated to population or 10-'land use or 1o
resources? If s0, how? Indeed, does it do
any good to talk about poliution in general,
or must we deal with a series of particular
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Three Baptist Schools Get $4 Million Building Loans

repays the loan at 3 per cent interest for &
period of tip to 40 years. This represents a
considerable governmental help to schools
#3 compared to current availnbility of money.

The three Southern Baptist colleges to re-
ceive direct loans are:

Samford University, Birmingham, Ala.,
$1,000,000 for an addition to the Student
Union Building;

Georgetown Coll#ge, Georgetown, Ky,
$1,105,000 for dormitories for 164 students;
and

Campbell College, Buies Creek, N.C.,
$1,900,000 for apartments for 16 faculty
families, dormitory spsce for 375 men and
an addition to the dining hall.

YaV, Y

polution problems — radiation, pesticides,
solid waste? A systems approach is needed,
but what kind of system? The pollution
system, the materials and resources use
system, the land use systemn, the water re-
sources or almospheric system? . . ."

“Most of the burden for desling with
environmental problems falls to governments
a1 all levels. And the Nation's ability to
strengthen these institutions is central to
the struggle for environmental quality . . . .

“States play a key role in environmental
management because of their geographic
scope and broad legal powers. \Many have
reorganized to focus comprehensively on
environmental problems. . . .

“In many respects local government, of
all the levels, most needs institutional im-
provement. It has suffered from fragmen-
ration, from skyrocketing demands and
costs for public services, and from generally
inelastic 1ax sources. . On topdof its
firancial headaches, Jocal government is
caught in a tangled web of overlapping and
conflicting jurisdictions that hamstring solu-
tions 1o Jand use and sir pollution,”

“Many environmental problems cross not
only local, state, and regional bounderies,
but international boundaries as well. Con-
trol of pollution of the seas and the at-
mosphere require new forms of international
cooperation—for monitoring, research, and
regulation.”
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Whence the strange symbol?

Inverted Croas Traced Lo Middle Ages

The ubiquitous peace symbo! looking like
an inverted cross came to promincnce after
the Easter, 1968, Nuclear Disarmament
Campaign march from London to England's
atomic weapons research center at Alder-
maston. But 3 student at Ohio State Univer-
sity says the symbol actually dates from the
Middle Ages.

Writing in the cammpus magazine Lantern,
Ronald Isho makes the observation based
on research by the reference department of
the university library.

Early rebels against the monolithic Cath-
olic Church used an inverted cross syrmbol
similar to the Aldermaston Cross, the article
points out.

The symbol was nol employed by early
Protestant reformers such as Luther and Cal-
vin, however. The pre-protestants were
branded “anti-Christs’ by church leaders, a
designation which sometimes stil) adheres to
the symbol.

Ohic State’s librarians cited a letter from
Peggy Duff, general secretary of the Inter-
national Confederation for Disarmament
and Peace in London. She explained what
the symbol meant to its first modern users 12
years ago.

It had two interpretations, Miss Duff said.
First was its similarity t¢ the semaphore signs
far “"N" and “D" (for nuclear disarmament)
as they would be made by a flag signaler.

Second, the broken cross could symbolize
the death of man and the circle enclosing it
his birth.

The sign today is weakened by broad
meaning—a handy point of reference for
everyone from radicals to sincere searchers
for military peace.

—Evangelical Press Association
News Service
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