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Respect for Rights and Freedoms

One of the most significant of the agreements en
tered into by our nation was the Helsinki Final 
Act formally approved by 35 nations on August 1, 

1975.
Article VII of the Final 

Act was acclaimed at the 
time for its emphasis on 
human rights and fun
damental freedoms:

"The participating 
States will respect 
human rights and fun
damental freedoms, in
cluding the freedom of 
thought, conscience, re
ligion or belief, for al! Porter w. Routh 
without distinction as to race, sex, language or reli
gion.

"They will promote and encourage the effective 
exercise of civil, political, economic, social, cultural 
and other rights and freedoms all of which derive 
from the inherent dignity of the human person and 
are essential for his free and full development.

"Within this framework, the participating States 
f will recognize and respect the freedom of the indi

vidual to profess and practice, alone or in community’ 
with other religions or belief, acting in accordance 
with the dictates of his own conscience."

Some of the hopes for human rights and funda
mental freedoms, which we feel are God given, have 
not been realized, especially in Eastern Europe. We 
pray that hope may again take the place of despair. 
We cannot change the power structure in many 
foreign nations of the world, but we can renew our 
resolve in North America that these human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, this freedom to worship 
according to the dictates of our conscience, be pro
tected. As individual Baptists, we can certainly offer 
to others that which we expect for ourselves.

"Religion and religious expression must remain volun
tary ... if it is to be free"—Baptist Joint Committee opposes 
government sponsored prayer. L to r, John W. Baker, C. J. 
Malloy, Robert C. Campbell and Grady C. Cothen. (Story on p. 
11.)

Page 2 Report from the Capital



iimiiiiir,

WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS'^^' news/views/trends

PENSION LEGISLATION WHICH among other things preserves the right of denominational 
workers and missionaries to continued participation in denominational retire
ment plans awaits passage by the House of Representatives after near-unanimous 
approval in the Senate July 29.

In approving H. R. 3904, the Senate substituted the language of its own bill, 
S. 1076, which contains a "church plan" amendment pushed by Sen. Herman E. 
Talmadge, D-Ga. The Talmadge amendment clarifies the definitions of church 
employees and agencies to prevent exclusion of denominational workers from de
nominational pension plans.

Without the "church plan" amendment, virtually all denominational workers out
side local church ministries would have been excluded from denominational re
tirement programs by Jan. 1, 1983, under the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 (ERISA).

A spokeswoman for the Subcommittee on Labor-Management Relations' Task Force on 
Welfare and Pension Plans indicated that "anti-labor" and "non-germane" Senate 
amendments to the ERISA bill are likely to be challenged in the House, but not 
the "church plan" amendment.

"If the bill goes through, the "church plan" amendment will likely go through 
as well," Task Force aide said.

The Talmadge amendment definition of an employee of a church, convention or 
association of churches includes any "duly ordained, commissioned, or licensed 
minister of a church in the exercise of ministry, regardless of the source of 
his compensation" as well as all non-ordained employees of church agencies and 
institutions.

The "church plan" amendment was supported by Baptist pension boards as well as 
by the Church Alliance for Clarification of ERISA. The alliance is chaired by 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board president, Darold H. Morgan and represents 27 
different Protestant, Catholic and Jewish groups.

MEMBERS OF A SENATE Finance subcommittee were urged by a colleague and other 
witnesses to consider steps to correct the so-called "marriage tax penalty." 
Sen. Charles McC. Mathias, R-Md., told the Subcommittee on Taxation and Debt 
Management generally that the marriage tax penalty "taxes wage-earners more if 
they are married than if they are not, because when two incomes are combined 
and filed jointly, both incomes are thrown into a higher tax bracket."

Various proposals aimed at remedying■the situation, including a bill intro
duced by Mathias permits married persons to file single returns and pay taxes 
at the same rate as single persons. Another proposal permits married couples 
a deduction of the spouse earning the lesser income or a credit against tax 
liability.
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Robert B. Murray
Mr. Murray holds a management position 
in a public utility in Massachusetts.

A Christian's View 
of the Marketplace

As a manager in a large profit- 
oriented corporation. I'm im
mersed in the everyday world of the 

American marketplace. My experience 
convinces me that believers who par
ticipate as producers and consumers in 
that world face the unavoidable risk of 
being converted by the powerful con
cepts which drive that marketplace. To 
say that these concepts can inhibit 
growth in life as it is proclaimed by the 
Gospel is an understatement. More ac
curately, uncritical daily absorption of 
these ideas has a debilitating effect on 
persona] religious growth as well as on 
our mission to serve, and be a leaven 
in, society at large.

At the heart of our free enterprise 
marketplace is a belief that happiness 
and the good life are derived from the 
AMtj^yment of unlimited personal ac
quisition. F'or a profit, businesses 
spend enormous amounts of creative 
energy and money reinforcing that 
idea and simultaneously devising 
goods and services to satisfy the ever 
expanding demand. In fact, the more 
we satisfy ourselves through the ac
cumulation of the marketplace's offer
ings, the more society respects and es
teems us.

Contrast such a notion with Jesus' 
attitude toward piling up possessions: 
''Do not store up treasures for your
selves on earth, where moths and 
woodworms destroy them and thieves 
can break in and steal. But store up 
treasures for yourselves in heaven 
.... For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.'' With such an 
attitude toward acquisition, Jesus 
would not have been a very promising 
prospect for merchandisers.

A second powerful concept, opera
tive more among producers than cus
tomers, is that personal well-being and 
fulfillment are attained primarily 
through self-centered achievement. 
This idea is usually communicated in 
terms of job performance and ad
vancement. Consequently, one's work 
tends to be reduced to a struggle to be

Reprinted with permission of America 
Press, Inc., 106 West 56th St., New York, 
NY.
©1980 All rights reserved. 

promoted and to avoid being passed 
over. Because fulfillment hangs in the 
balance, this struggle assumes an over
riding priority in one's life. Full in
volvement in family life, for example, 
takes a back seat to job demands. (Al
though the role of breadwinner is fre
quently invoked as justification, such a 
role is a far too narrow description of 
what a family requires of any of its 
adult members.) Likewise, fulfilling 
one's responsibility to communities 
outside the marketplace—the parish, 
for instance—does not appear on the 
"must do" agenda. Instead, such pur
suits get whatever little time and 
energy can be spared from self-cen
tered activity.

*S*Compare the a bo vie sense of what 
leads to fulfillment^nd well-being 
with how Jesus realized fulfillment: 
"His state was divine, yet He did not 
cling to His equality with God but 
emptied Himself . . . even to accepting 
death on a cross. But God raised Him 
high and gave Him the name which is 
above all other names . . . every ton
gue should acclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord." Jesus would have been a puzzle 
to a corporate motivational expert.,

At this point, let me make painstak
ingly clear that I am not echoing Pius 
IX on the relationship between the 
church and the modern world. On the 
contrary, we as the people of God 
must serve our fellow pilgrims in the 
marketplace, and we must commit our
selves wholeheartedly to the renewal 
of everyday life. Any attempt to di
vorce Christian life from responsibility 
for concrete, loving action in the day- 
to-day world contradicts Jesus' proc
lamation and behavior. But the key to 
being a healing presence in the world 
is to operate differently from the way 
the world operates. And that's pre
cisely the problem. By and large, we 
believers don't operate very differ
ently. We seriously underestimate how 
much the uncritical absorption of 
everyday marketplace concepts impairs 
our growth in Jesus Christ and thereby 
undermines our capacity to minister to 
the world.

Clearly, Christians have always had 
to deal with the tension of being in the 
world but not of it. Our task is to dis

cover what that means in terms of our 
lives in contemporary American soci
ety, especially with respect to the mar
ketplace. In this effort, however, it is 
important that we avoid resolving the 
tension superficially. ♦

For example, one response is to de
nounce in broad terms the evils of ma
terialism. But all too often such well in- 
tentioned attempts to combat preoccu
pation with the things of the world 
come out sounding as if Christian life 
can be lived only by hermits and 
angels. On the contrary, if Jesus tells 
us anything, it is that being human, 
with all our tangibility and sensuality, 
is the way to come to know God. We 
must talk about the real danger of suc
cumbing to the marketplace's pitch 
that more possessions mean more 
well-being and fulfillment, but we 
must do so very thoughtfully. We have 
taken almost 100 years to begin to 
overcome Piux IX's well intentioned 
but unfortunate approach to the prob
lems of being a Christian in the world.

Another dubious tack, increasingly 
popular and more sophisticated than 
the previous one, is based on the con
viction that the American marketplace 
is a purely cancerous system of op
pression and dehumanization. Thus a 
believer cannot minister as a partici
pant in it but must instead work for its 
rapid dismantling in the name of God. 
I strongly agree that the concepts 
which drive tne American marketplace 
pose unavoidable, serious problems for 
Christian life. But Jesus doesn't seem 
to accord an aggregate economic sys
tem such a pivotal role in humankind's 
salvation history as do those who insist 
in His name on the marketplace's im
mediate restructuring.

Look at the story about Zacchaeus. 
Zacchaeus represented an oppressive, 
imperialist power, and by his occupa
tion contributed directly to its mainte
nance. Yet Jesus did not insist that he 
renounce his job and join the revolu
tionary zealots. Somehow, Zacchaeus 
witnessed to the kingdom of God by 
being a tax collector for the Romans— 
an honest one who shared his resultant 
great wealth with the poor. Those of us 
who insist that disassociation is the 
only Christian response to the Ameri
can marketplace must explain Jesus' 
confounding relationship with Zac
chaeus. Apparently, Jesus resists 
categorizing God's friendship, or its 
absence, too neady.

On the positive side, how can we 
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manage to be participants in the mar
ketplace and at the same time manage 
to incarnate the healing love of God in 
our concrete, day-to-day activity? In 
other words, how do we avoid being 
converted by the marketplace's power
ful ideas? Let me suggest two broad re
flections which are grounded in rich, 
orthodox insights into the Good News.

The first is aimed at the American 
marketplace's glorification of self
centered achievement. Human 
achievement, for all its inherent value, 
ultimately does not provide the mean
ing and dignity of our lives. Whether a 
person is wealthy or poor, physician or 
dishwasher, top salesperson or "just 
an order taker," promoted or passed 
over, powerful or powerless—it makes 
al) the difference in our society. But for 
a person of faith, it doesn't make such 
a difference after all.

What makes all the difference is 
knowing the Father, and that is beyond 
our power to achieve. If Jesus has re
vealed the Father to us, then life can 
no longer be limited to the narrow idea 
of self-centered achievement. Rather, 
life becomes a journey in which we are 
invited to open ourselves increasingly 
to God's loving presence, and to coop
erate more wholeheartedly with His 
mysterious work of love and service in 
our ordinary day-to-day experience.' It 
should go without saying that far from 
reducing our lives to servitude, such 
an understanding of our relationship to 
God leads us to a fulfillment and free
dom which surpass our comprehen
sion, not to mention our achievement. 
We rejoice and proclaim that all honor 
and glory is God's, now and forever.

The believer who nourishes such a 
faith and lives it concretely will be a 
healing presence in a marketplace 
straining for fulfillment in self-cen
tered achievement. As strong salt or 
good leaven affects a mixture, such a 
believer will have an unexpectedly 
powerful effect on his or her fellow 
pilgrims.

The second insight is aimed at our 
society's fixation on limitless acquisi
tion as the key to happiness and well
being. The Good News proclaims that 
all life, all goodness comes to us from 
God as pure gift. We are called to 
enjoy and give thanks, mindful that ul
timately we own nothing. Rather than 
reduce our lives to pathetic depend
ence and emptiness, such knowledge 
of God's providence introduces us to 
an abundance of life we cannot con
tain, an abundance we are moved to 

share. We begin to understand that 
happiness and fulfillment are wrapped 
up in losing one's life in the service of 
others, beginning with our families 
and friends and extending eventually 
to all of humankind. /■'

The acquisition of housing, au
tomobiles and bank accounts must be 
reexamined in this new light. Anyone 
who takes comfort in the story about 
Zacchaeus must remember that he 
gave away half of all he had to the 
poor. Christians, especially in an 
affluent nation like America, are called 
to be mindful of the needs of those 
who are poor and powerless. All too 
often we are merely their acquaint
ances, if not their masters.

Through faith, we understand that 
we are all poor and powerless to
gether, totally dependent on the in
exhaustible love continually poured 
out to us by our Father. To the extent 
that we continue to be driven by limit
less personal acquisition, to the extent 
that we are relatively complacent and 
inactive about the staggering levels of 
numbing poverty and disease through
out the world, to that extent does Jesus 
express concern that we'll never find 
fulfillment, that we'll never know His 
Father. This may not be good news to 
many of us who have succumbed to 
the marketplace's pitch about piling up 
possessions. But it is central to Jesus' 
proclamation, nevertheless.

In conclusion, Christians who par
ticipate regularly in the world of the 
American marketplace should listen 
carefully to Jesus' prayer to His Father 
on the night before He died. As John 
records it, Jesus is talking about us: 
"Holy Father, keep those You have 
given Me True to Your name .... I am 
not asking You to remove them from 
the world, but to protect them from the 
evil one. They do not belong to the 
world any more than I belong to the 
world . ... 1 pray not only for these, 
but for those also who through their 
words will believe in Me .... Father, 
may they be one in Us." Jesus clearly 
understands it is not an easy task to be 
in the marketplace but not of it. But He 
also makes it clear that those who pull 
it off, and the men and women whom 
they touch, will enjoy treasure beyond 
description.

—----- Q uoting---------
Curtis Hoffman

Council Baptist Church 
Hartford, Connecticut

The church must be willing to be 
in the market place of the city.

It must be willing to stand toe-to-toe 
to the politicians and the elected of
ficials in city halls. It must be willing 
to be in smoke filled rooms where 
decisions are made.

The church must be willing .to find 
developers, talk with them, and 
even convert them to the belief that 
low-and-moderate-income housing 
is right and just, as well as profit
able. These efforts involve trade
offs, negotiations, write-offs, profits 
for everyone involved. Partnerships 
must be built for the immediate 
need and disbanded when they are 
no longer needed, recognizing that 
partnerships may be formed to ac
complish almost anything.

Churches involved in housing ac
tions need to have a good housing 
lawyer. They must sit down with 
neighborhood organizations and 
residents of all ethnic backgrounds 
to discover where the power is, who 
has it, what they are doing with it, 
how they are being played off 
against one another, individually as 
well as groups. The churches must 
be willing to listen to the neighbor
hoods, to the people, about the kind 
of housing they want — about the 
rooms, the shape, the amount of 
play area.

People must know and feel the 
church cares for them — not to en
large the role of the church but to 
act on the Christian responsibility to 
see that people have a decent place 
to live in safety and to receive the 
same services that higher income 
people expect. The task cannot be 
done alone. Thus, the church must 
be willing to build coalitions with all 
kinds of groups dedicated to the 
task of good, decent housing. It 
must be willing to sit with HUD of
ficials to discover where the money 
is and what kind of housing pro
grams are now being presented. It 
must work with private foundations 
to come up with creative ideas in 
housing. The church needs to look 
at the life-styles of people to en
deavor to promote housing, in light 
of life-styles, not just on the concept 
of the great American family tradi
tion.
Reprinted with P* rmission from 
engage/social action, of the United 
Methodist Board of Church and Soci
ety.
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VIEWS OF THE WALL

Churches, Politics, and Tax Exemptions

Both the printed and electronic 
news media have recently dis
cussed an upsurge among church

going Americans of interest and par
ticipation in the political processes. 
This is a most encouraging develop
ment. People with religious commit
ments should evidence a deep concern 
for and involvement in the process of 
seeking solutions to the problems 
which face our nation and the world. 
Many solutions to society's problems 
will be found either in governmental 
action or in restraints on governmental 
action. If Baptists and others are to be 
good stewards of their influence they 
must be active in the political arena.

However, it is one thing for indi
vidual Baptists to be active politically 
and another for a church, an associ^ 

Jion, a state convention, or a national 
* • i'?denomination to become involved in 

partisan politics or in the endorsement 
of candidates for political office. The 
brief legal summary which follows is 
not definitive but should serve as a 
guide to the church's political "dos" 
and "don'ts."

The freedom of speech guaranteed 
by the First Amendment clearly pro
tects the right of the individual, with 
the exception of federal governmental 
employees, to endorse and support 
political parties, candidates, and politi
cal issues. A pastor as an individual 
may do so, but he must be sure that his 
political activities cannot be interpreted 
as an action of the church. For exam
ple, the endorsement of a candidate or 
a party from the pulpit would probably 
be considered an endorsement by the 
church and would have a potentially 
devastating effect on the tax status of a 
church.

The income of a church—tithes, of
ferings, dividends, etc.—is exempt 
from federal income taxation by 
§501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, which conditions exemption of 
churches and other charities by stating, 
among other things, that ". . . no sub
stantial part of the activities of which is 
carrying on propaganda, or otherwise 
attempting, to influence legislation 
. . ., and which does not participate in, 
or intervene in (including the publish
ing or distributing of statements), any 
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political campaign on behalf of any 
candidate for public office." Contribu
tions to churches which meet these 
tests are tax deductible under §170 of 
the Code. If a church loses its 
§501(c)(3) status, it must pay taxes on 
its income and its contributors cannot 
deduct their gifts from their gross in
come. In 1976 §501 (h) was added to the 
Code to provide a mathematical defini
tion of what constitutes a "substantial" 
attempt to influence legislation. How
ever, churches were specifically ex
cluded from §501(h).

An example of enforcement of 
§501(c)(3) provisions is the Internal 
Revenue Service's removal of the tax- 
eXempt status of the Tulsa-based 
Christian Echoes National Ministry, 
Inc. on the grounds that it had sub
stantially attempted to influence public 
policy and that its leadership had en
dorsed candidates. The ruling was 
challenged, but m?n though the court 
held that Christian Echoes was a 
church the I.R.S. action was upheld. 
Christian Echoes National Ministry, Inc. 
v. United States, 470 F.2d 849 (1972), 
cert, denied, 414 U.S. 864 (1973). De
spite this decision, a strong First 
Amendment argument can be made 
that a church, as a part of its religious 
mission, may speak to government on 
moral issues without loss of tax exemp
tion. However, it would be difficult to 
make a First Amendment argument 
that a church could be involved in par
tisan politics and retain its tax exemp
tion.

Funds for particular candidates or for 
a particular political party should never 
be solicited in or by a church. It is 
permissible to encourage members of a 
church to be active in the political 
processes and to contribute to the 
party of their choice, but a partisan 
solicitation of funds is an indirect par
ticipation in a political campaign and 
could result in the loss of tax exemp
tion. The I.R.S. will probably monitor 
this activity closely.

Voter registration and education in 
and by churches are other areas of 
political activity which need to be 
examined. Again, the emphasis must 
be on the church remaining nonparti
san. If the state permits it, registration 
booths may be set up in churches to 
register members on a nonpartisan 
basis and without an urging to register 
in order to vote for or against a par
ticular candidate or for or against a 

particular issue. For example, though 
the U.S. Catholic Conference strongly 
favors a constitutional amendment to 
ban abortions, all Catholic churches 
have been directed to forbid anti
abortionists to distribute leaflets in 
churches or church parking lots in 
support of such an amendment or op
posing candidates for Congress who 
have supported abortion. They rightly 
fear the loss of tax exemption.

The I.R.S. has also clamped down on 
church voter education when that edu
cation involves reporting on the voting 
records of members of Congress. A re
port which includes the voting records 
of a substantial number of members, 
on a wide range of issues, without 
editorial opinion or implication of ap
proval or disapproval would probably 
not put a chucrh's tax exemption at 
risk (see Revenue Ruling 78-248). 
However, an indication of approval or 
disapproval would be read as an en
dorsement of the candidate or his/her 
opponent, and the use of a narrow 
range of issues or a few members' rec
ords would have the same effect. It is 
just not worth the risk.

What can a church or its minister do 
in the political arena without putting 
the tax-exempt status of the church in 
jeopardy?

.1. A minister may preach on any 
ethical, moral, or social issue he/she 
may want — the sermon just must be 
nonpartisan and not mention candi
dates either favorably or unfavora
bly.
2. Nonpartisan voter registration 
may be encouraged and even set up 
in the church itself.
3. Voter education may be under
taken to the extent that it remains 
nonpartisan and no endorsement of 
candidates are made.
4. All candidates for an office may be 
invited to address a church or a pub
lic forum involving all candidates 
may be held in a church.
The emphasis on the church's in

volvement in politics must be on non
partisanship and non-alignment, but 
this should not hinder an individual 
church member from being highly visi
ble in the political process. A Christian 
is obligated to be so involved.

John W. Baker, General Counsel of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, is 
a member of the Tax Section of the Ameri
can Bar Association
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W. \N. Finlator
The author is active in the labor move
ment and serves as the elected official 
chaplain in the North Carolina AFL- 
CIO. He is pastor of The Pullen Memo
rial Baptist Chruch, Raleigh, N.C.

. in our dealing with industrial and 
agricultural workers, [wel are poor 
sports.”

Unsporting 
to

Labor

All of us are familiar with "Unfair 
to Labor" placards. Some of us 
are more or less ruffled by them, some 

regard them slightly, and some treat 
them facetiously. Our attitudes might 
suddenly change, however, if we were 
told that we are unsporting to labor, 
that when we really get to the bottom 
of it we, in our dealing with industrial 
and agricultural workers, are poor 
sports.

Now none of us wants the label of 
bad sport pinned on us. We reject 
stacked cards, faulty refereeing, unfair 
advantages, poor losers, and have a 
hankering to pull for the underdog. 
The true hunter has his own ethics and 
will do nothing unsporting to live 
game.

But when it comes to that segment of 
our society which is the least protected 
and the most vulnerable our sports
manship and gallantry seem to forsake 
us and we harden and gang up and 
suppress. Everybody is out to get 
labor! This seems particularly true in 
the southern and southwestern regions 
of our nation. Here the state general 
assemblies are down on labor. These 
states have the majority of 14b legisla
tion on the books. This legislation, 
misnamed the "Right to Work Law", 
makes illegal all closed and union 
shops which are so vital to organizing 
efforts.

The Chambers of Commerce and the 
Merchants Associations are down on 
labor. Industrial leaders and growers 
are down on labor. The news media for 
the most part is down on labor. And 
the churches, whether main line or es
tablished or fundamentalist, seem to be 
on the side of those who are down on 
labor. I have been told by labor lead
ers, when attending AFL-CIO conven
tions, that they wish their ministers 
could identify with, or at least support.

their cause but the ministers express 
regret that they could never do so 
openly. One is reminded of the classic 
reply by the defendant who, when 
hearing his case described as The State 
of North Carolina vs. John Jones, said, 
"My God, what a majority." We just 
don't give labor a sporting chance.

It's not that the people who are 
down on labor are against unionism in 
principle. They just call it by another 
name when it relates to themselves. 
Lawyers have to join a closed union to 
practice law. They call it the bar. 
Methodists preachers have to join a 
closed union before thpy can be given a 
charge. They call it the conference. 
Doctors have the powerful American 
Medical Association to represent their 
interests and industrialists can make 
known their will and way through 
such structures as the National Associ
ation of Manufacturers. And so on and 
on. It's only when the principle is ex
tended to the people who work at the 
looms or in the open fields that this 
ganging-up mentality becomes opera
tive. And it is unsporting.

All this takes on larger proportions 
when we consider the current cam
paign to woo to the south and south
west industries from the east and north 
and north central areas of the country. 
While it is true that down here we have 
space and natural resources and a 
favorable climate as blandishments and 
attractions, it is also true that we have 
a large pool of unorganized, and there
fore cheap, labor which our leaders in
tend to keep that way. So while the 
new industries coming this way, (some 
frankly runaway industries) find co
operative and docile workers, at the 
same time they weaken what strength 

and solidarity the working people have 
struggled to achieve in other areas. 
This may score high on business acu
men but it must receive low marks on 
sportsmanship.

In the end I suppose we have to say 
that we are unwilling to allow a large 
number of our fellow citizens to come 
under the umbrella of the Bill of 
Rights, something we take so naturally 
for ourselves. These working people 
just don't have the same kind of free
dom of speech and freedom of assem
bly and freedom of association that we 
enjoy. They don't have the same kind 
of equality under the law and due 
process or protection of privacy that 
we insist on for ourselves. And with
out any constituency of their own 
these people cannot effectively petition 
for redress of grievances.

The next time then that you see the 
sign, "Unfair to Labor", please take it 
more seriously and ask yourself how 
much you are responsible in your at
titude or your silence, and whether 
you are a participant, in the fellowship 
of those who are unsporting to labor.

REGISTER 
CITIZEN 
OPINION

Register Citizen Opinion, a 32-page 
publication made available by the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, provides a wealth of infor
mation to assist you on how best to 
communicate your concerns and 
views and lists the appropriate 
elected representatives in the na
tion's capital. It also contains mem
bers of the President's Cabinet, and 
the Supreme Court.

Exercising a bit of stewardship, 
we have made the few changes that 
have occurred in the 96th Congress 
and Cabinet and offer this edition at 
a reduced price: 25? each, ten for 
$2.00, 100 for $15.00.

Order at these prices only from 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub
lic Affairs, 2OT Maryland Avenue, 
NE, Washington, D.C. 20002
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News in Brief
Prospects Clouded for 
Success at Madrid

Despite provisions of the Helsinki 
accords calling for religious liberty, 
violations of religious rights are on the 
increase in the Soviet Union and East
ern Europe according to testimony 
heard here by the Commission on Se
curity and Cooperation in Europe, 
commonly known as the Helsinki 
Commission.

The commission, composed of 12 
members of Congress and three exeuc- 
tive branch representatives, held 
hearings to prepare a report to review 
at a conference at Madrid this fall how 
well the 35 signers of the Helsinki Final 
Act have complied with its provisions. 
The signers of the 1975 agreement 
promised to “respect the freedom of 
the individual to profess and practic? 
*. . religion ... in accordance with the 
dictates of his own conscience." The 
commission's report, released July 31, 
reveals that the Soviet Union and its 
East European allies have failed to live 
up to the provisions of the Helsinki 
Final Act, particularly in the area of 
human rights.

Following the testimony on religious 
liberty in the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, a commission representative 
pointed to violations of religious free
dom. "The increase of Baptist prison
ers has been dramatic in the past six 
months," said the spokeswoman who 
indicated that the approximately 60 
Baptist prisoners in the Soviet Union is 
double what the number was a year 
ago.

It is unclear what effect the commis
sion's report will have on religious lib
erty in the Soviet bloc nations after the 
Madrid meeting. In releasing its re
port, a commission statement said, 
"Many Helsinki signatories believe 
that if Soviet troops are still in Af
ghanistan, if Sakharov is still banished 
in Gorky, if members of the Helsinki 
Monitoring Groups in the U.S.S.R. 
remain imprisoned or in exile, then the 
prospects for a successful meeting in 
Madrid will be diminished."

Abortion Cases Run
Gauntlet in High Court

WASHINGTON—On the same day a 
narrow majority upheld a congres

Page 8

sional ban on public funding of abor
tions, the Supreme Court declined to 
disturb a lower court ruling enjoining 
enforcement of a Massachusetts law 
which went even further.

Stating it had no jurisdiction to re
view the Massachusetts enjoining 
order, the court went along with a 
ruling by a circuit court of appeals that 
the state may not deny reimbursement 
for abortions that qualify for federal 
reimbursement under provisions of the 
Hyde Amendment.

In related action, the high court af
firmed a lower court's rejection of a 
Minnesota law excluding some organi
zations from abortion reimbursements. 
By a 6-3 vote, the high court affirmed 
a ruling by the Eighth Circuit Court of 
Appeals that a law excluding certain 
nonprofit organizations from a grant 
program if they^perform abortions 
violates their consitutional rights.

The law was challenged by Planned 
Parenthood of Minnesota.

Ex-Moonie Finds Theology 
The Key to Witnessing

WHEATON, 111.,—Theology, not 
brainwashing is the real issue in deal
ing with cults, according to a former 
member of the Unification Church now 
working with the Southern Baptist De
partment of Interfaith Witness.

Chris Elkins, the subject of a book 
and motion picture depicting his ex
periences in the Unification Church, 
offers his analysis in an article entitled, 
"How to Answer a Moonie," in August 
issue of Christian Life magazine.

"My contention is that brainwashing 
is not the issue," Elkins writes. "For 
Christians, the issue with cults should 
be theology:"

Elkins contends that "a child is eas
ily controlled by his parents because he 
is totally dependent on them, not be
cause he is brainwashed by them. 
Whoever controls your dependence 
controls you. We must learn to depend 
on God if he is to have controlling in
fluence in our lives."

AMA Resolution Opposes 
Participation in Execution

CHICAGO—A resolution urging 
physicians not to participate in the 
execution of prisoners by drug injec

tion has been adopted by the American ■: 
Medical Association.

Lethal injection is now authorized in 
four states—Idaho, Oklahoma, New j, 
Mexico and Texas.

Delegates at the annual AMA meet
ing voted on the drug execution issue 
after an impassioned plea from an 
Idaho delegate. A subcommittee had 
recommended that the resolution be 
referred back to the Judicial Council of 
the AMA for further study.

Minnesota Tax Law Held
To Violate First Amendment

ST. PAUL—Minnesota's 25-year-old 
system of tax deductions for parents of 
private and parochial school students 
is once again being challenged in the 
courts.

The suit filed by the Minnesota Civil 
Liberites Union in U.S. District Court 
here charges that the tax deduction 
system violates the religious clause of 
the First Amendment.

An earlier challenge to the state sys
tem ended in 1978 when a three-judge 
federal panel ruled that the tax deduc
tions were sufficiently removed from 
religious schools to be constitutional. 
But a year ago, the U.S. Supreme 
Court struck down a similar system in 
New Jersey and MCLU now believes it 
has an excellent chance of getting Min
nesota's program declared unconstitu
tional.

fudge Withdraws From Case 
After Charges of Prejudice

WASHINGTON—U.S. District Judge 
Charles Richey removed himself from a 
criminal conspiracy case involving % 
leaders of the Church of Scientology 
after attorneys for the church sub- . 
mitted an affidavit documenting state- V 
ments the judge had made allegedly 
showing prejudice against the church.

Late last year, Judge Richey sen
tenced nine Scientology leaders to 
prison terms after they Were found 
guilty of conspiring to infiltrate and 
bug government offices and steal gov
ernment documents.

PA. House Passes Bill 
To Allow Prayer Time

HARRISBURG, Pa.—A new school 
code that directs teachers in public
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schools to conduct a daily period of 
prayer or meditation in the classroom 
has passed the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives. Silent meditation is 
permitted under present Pennsylvania 
law. The new code states, "In each 
public school classroom the teacher in 
charge shall at the beginning of school 
upon every day conduct a brief period 
of prayer or meditation with the par
ticipation of all students therein as
sembled."

Democratic Representative Norman 
Berson, who voted against the bill, 
called the prayer amendment "fla
grantly unconstitutional," but added 
that "our people want school prayer."

Education is Religious, 
Church Schools Argue
SAGINAW, Mich. — Two Baptist 
schools are refusing to comply with 
state requirements that teachers be cer
tified and that all schools file enroll
ment reports.

Citing the constitutional guarantee 
of separation of church and state, offi
cials of Sheridan Road Christian School 
and the First Baptist Church School of 
Bridgeport near here, argue that educa
tion is part of their religion and should 
be exempt from state regulation.

The two schools are among 64 paro
chial schools out of the state's 951 pri
vate schools which have not reported 
official teacher certification or enroll
ments.

State officials noted that the schools 
may face court action if they fail to 
comply with the two state standards.

The pastors argue that they assess 
the qualifications of their staff. They 
want teachers who don't drink, smoke, 
curse, dress improperly or have long 
hair. And they don't want teachers 
who attend movies or listen to rock 
and roll music.

Taxing Some Church Property 
Appropriate, Says Bishop

PROVIDENCE, R.I.—Non-religious 
church property should be taxed by the 
state, and churches "should be willing 
to pay for the services they receive 
from the state," like police and fire 
protection, says newly consecrated 
Bishop George N. Hunt, of the Rhode 
Island Episcopal Diocese.

Changing the system, however, 
"would be a terrible blow to the 
churches," since many of them base 
their finances and programs on the 
lack of taxation. Bishop Hunt said in a 
Providence TV interview.

Church buildings which serve a reli
gious purpose would not be taxed be
cause they provide a service to the 
public, declared the bishop, but he said 
he could "see no reason why unrelated 
church businesses should not be 
taxed," or "why the house I live in 
should not be taxed. Other people pay 
taxes on their homes and 1 don't think 
my home qualifies for any* different 
treatment." (RNS)

'Finely Tuned Balance' 
Threatened by Helms Bill

NEW YORK—A Reform Jewish or
ganization has warned that the Helms 
Amendment to deny Supreme Court 
jurisdiction in school-prayer cases 
threatens the system of checks and 
balances and separation of powers in
herent in the American governmental 
system.

Alexander 1. Ross, chairman of the 
social action commission of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations 
said the Helms Amendment "is uncon
stitutional and threatens to undermine 
the finely tuned balance of powers 
among the three branches of govern
ment. The supremacy of the Supreme 
Court as the ultimate interpreter of the 
Constitution is a long-accepted princi
ple of American law and cannot be 
changed by a bill of Congress."

O'Hair Calls For
Holdings Disclosure

NEW ORLEANS—Claiming that the 
Roman Catholic Church holds 25 per
cent of the private property in the 
U.S., atheist Madalyn Murray O'Hair 
has called for a public accounting of 
the church's holdings.

O’Hair claimed at a press conference 
here that tax exemption on church 
property forces taxpayers to subsidize 
religious operations. She also claimed 
that the government loses more money 
on church tax exemptions than it 
spends on national defense.

Book Critics Fail 
To Halt Publication

TULSA—Opponents of a book criti
cal of the Worldwide Church of God 
failed to meet a court-imposed dead
line for appealing an order to stop 
publication of the volume.

Two church workers had been in
structed to post a $400,000 appeal 
bond, but failed to do so. Distribution 
of the book had been blocked since 
June 2 by a temporary restraining order 
brought by the pair, Henry Cornwell 
and Sherwin McMichael.

They sought to prevent sale of Her
bert Armstrong's Tangled Web, a work 
detailing the activities of the church's 
founder. It was written by David 
Robinson of Tulsa, a former minister of 
the sect. Cornwell and McMichael, of
ficials of the church, had contended 
that two of the book's chapters violated 
their privacy. Attorneys for Robison 
argued that restraint of the publication 
violated provisions of the First 
Amendment. (RNS)

Oral Prayers Stopped 
By School Authorities

HUTCHINSON, Kan.—Public 
School administrators here ordered 
Grandview Elementary School to stop 
its long standing practice of allowing 
oral prayers before school assemblies.

Kansas law permits silent meditation 
in public school classrooms, but not 
oral prayers. Prayers in schools as
semblies are not specifically mentioned 
in the law, but administrators thought 
the practice should be stopped any
way.

Members File Suit in 
Sale of Church Property

PHOENIX—Several members of a 
Southern Baptist congregation which 
has voted to dissolve itself charged in a 
lawsuit that the chairman of their 
board of trustees is involved in a con
flict of interest in trying to sell the 
church property.

The suit, filed in Maricopa County 
Superior Court, alleges that E.I. 
Moseley is involved in "self-dealing" 
because he signed a listing agreement 
to sell the church with his employer, 
John Hall and Associates Realty.
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Analysis
Supreme Court Shows
No Clear Trends
In Religious Cases

Stan L. Hastey

Government intervention in 
church affairs causes growing 
concern in ecclesiastical 
circles.

Reflecting a national trend toward 
more and more litigation, reli
gious controversies cascaded on the 

U.S. Supreme Court during its recently 
concluded 1979-80 term.

At least three dozen cases directly 
involving religious questions were 
docketed by the justices, although 
most never made it to the oral argu
ment stage. In all, the high court han
dled 4,781 cases during the term, al
though only 156 were accepted for oral 
arguments and formal opinions.

As was generally the case across the 
w^ectrum of the court's case load, no 
-<Iear trend was discernible in religious 
cases. From the viewpoint of the reli
gious community itself, results re
ceived mixed reviews, particularly the 
decision in the divisive Hyde Amend
ment abortion funding case.

That test, raising the question of 
equal protection and due process for 
poor women in need of abortions, 
polarized the religious community as 
perhaps no other high court decision in 
recent terms. Many mainline denomi
nations, working through the Religious 
Coalition for Abortion Rights, de
nounced the 5-4 decision upholding a 
congressional ban on public funding 
for almost all abortions as a giant step 
backward.

Within evangelical and Roman Cath
olic circles, on the other hand, the de
cision was met with joy and led to 
promises of renewed efforts in the next 
Congress to push through a constitu
tional amendment banning abortion it
self.

Although the constitutional issues of 
free exercise and no establishment of 
religion were raised in the Hyde 
Amendment case, the Supreme Court 
refused to consider them. U.S. district 
court judge John F. Dooling, Jr., who 
earlier had declared the controversial 
law unconstitutional, did so partially 
because of his agreement with pro
choice forces that to deprive a poor 
woman of public abortion funding 

might in some cases deny her free 
exercise of religion.

But the high court rejected that view, 
declaring that the indigent New York 
women on whose behalf the suit chal
lenging the Hyde Amendment was 
brought had no legal standing to pur
sue the free exercise argument because 
none of them had actually claimed it.

On the no establishment argument, 
both judge Dooling and the Supreme 
Court rejected arguments by the pro
choice side that the Hyde Amendment 
unconstitutionally favored one theolog
ical position over others.

Because of the narrowness of the de
cision and the bitterness of the four 
dissenters, as well as the polarization 
within religious circles, controversy 

^iver abortion promwes to be a fixture 
on the American pi’tical scene for the 
foreseeable future.

Besides the Hyde Amendment test, 
tfie two most significant church-state 
cases before the high court in the re
cent term remained unresolved. The 
court declined to interrupt lower court 
proceedings in both, each of which 
promises to become a landmark case.

One of them pits the state of Califor
nia against Herbert W. Armstrong's 
Worldwide Church of God. In spite of 
concerted efforts by most of America's 
mainline denominations, including 
Baptists, to convince the high court to 
reject the California attorney general's 
action last year placing the Worldwide 
Church under state receivership, the 
justices decided instead to let the case 
be tried in California courts first. It is a 
"can't miss" case for future review, 
however, perhaps as early as next 
term.

In the other case, to determine if the 
United Methodist Church is a legal en
tity subject to libel suits, the justices 
likewise declined to prevent the matter 
from being litigated in California 
courts. At issue is whether former 
residents of a group of bankrupt, 
Methodist-related retirement homes 
can sue not only the legal corporation, 
Pacific Homes, but also the regional 
Methodist conference, the church's 
board of finance and the United Meth
odist Church itself. Constitutional 
lawyers specializing in the church-state 

field maintain the case's resolution 
may well usher in a new day of anti
church litigation if the Supreme Court 
ultimately holds that denominations 
themselves can be held liable for the 
action of all related agencies and in
stitutions.

In another significant church-state 
case, the court ruled 8-1 that local 
municipalities may not forbid charita
ble organizations from soliciting funds 
door-to-door. The solid high court 
majority thus struck down a 1974 ordi
nance in Schaumburg, Ill., located 25 
miles northwest of Chicago, requiring 
charitable groups, including churches, 
to obtain permits to solicit and to prove 
to town officials that 75 percent of the 
money raised went to charity, and not 
to cover administrative costs.

Among the more significant of the 
cases, all of which the high court de
clined to hear, was a New York deci
sion that clergy may not refuse to an
swer a grand jury's questions in a 
criminal proceeding unless answering 
would violate the priest-penitent re
lationship.

The Church of Scientology, which 
the Internal Revenue Service recog
nizes as a bona fide tax exempt reli
gious group, failed in a high court ef
fort to require the federal government 
to return documents seized by the FBI 
in massive raids on the church's 
Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles 
headquarters.

But on the other side of the ledger, 
the court upheld the right of Hare 
Krishpas to solicit funds at the Indiana 
state fair. The state had attempted to 
restrict movement of the sect's adher
ents by demanding that they solicit 
only from an assigned booth.

The Justices likewise declined to re
view lower court rulings that the state 
of Ohio may not control disciplinary 
procedures in parochial schools and 
that Kentucky's state board of educa
tion may not regulate teacher certifica
tion and textbook use in nonpublic 
schools.

And the court announced it would 
not hear a First Amendment no estab
lishment challenge to a provision of 
California's state constitution forbid
ding employment discrimination on 
the basis of religion.

V
Although the limits of permissible 

government funding of parochial 
school programs has often been a fer
tile field in recent terms, 1979-80 saw 
the Supreme Court acting on only 
three such cases, each of them of rela
tively minor importance.

By a narrow 5-4 margin, reflecting 
the division among the justices in such 
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cases, the court ruled that a New York 
law reimbursing parochial schools for 
administering state-required pupil 
tests and monitoring school attendance 
does not violate the Constitution's ban 
on an establishment of religion.

The court also declined to hear chal
lenges to a Pennsylvania law providing 
free transportation to nonpublic school 
children and to Ohio's refusal to re
cover instructional materials and 
equipment from parochial schools in 
the aftermath of a Supreme Court deci
sion outlawing such aid.

Church property disputes, another 
area for ongoing conflict, figured in 
another trio of high court actions. The 
court declined to review a Boston case 
which challenged local Roman Catholic 
officials for using parishioners' contri
butions to erect low and moderate in
come housing units when some con
tributors thought their gifts were to be 
used for a cemetery.

And in a pair of cases involving 
Presbyterian congregations, the court 
in effect reaffirmed its decision of last 
term that, absent a specific denomina
tional policy statement in a legal char
ter to the contrary, disputed local 
church property goes to the congrega
tional majority.

Among numerous other religion 
cases handled during the term, the 
court held that Madalyn Murray 
O'Hair must stand trial in Austin, Tex. 
for disrupting a meeting of the city 
council; that the city of Denver may 
continue to display its traditional 
nativity scene on public property; that 
pacifists may not refuse to pay income 
taxes which go to the Pentagon; and 
that the city of Chicago was justified in 
dismissing a member of the Jehovah's 
Witnesses sect who refused to teach 
her pupils the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag.

In other actions, the court refused 
cases involving a Texas man who re
fused to pay Social Security taxes for 
religious reasons and a California 
worker's dismissal for refusing to join 
a union on religious grounds. But the 
justices upheld an Alaska court's rul
ing that a Seventh-day Adventist may 
keep his job in spite of his refusal to 
pay union dues.

First Amendment experts had diffi
culty in reaching any new conclusions 
about the present court's philosophical 
position on church-state cases because 
of the term's lack of big, blockbuster 
tests in the field, While the justices 
dealt with a large number of such 
cases, none of them tested vital areas 
of concern.

Baptist Leaders Testify Against Bill

Legislation which would strip fed
eral courts of jurisdiction in 
school prayer cases came under attack 

from leading religious spokesmen and 
the U.S. Department of Justice as a 
House subcommittee opened hearings 
on the violatile issue.

Subcommittee chairman Robert W. 
Kastenmeier, D-Wis., said in opening 
remarks that discussion on the heated 
issue has thus far lacked "thoughtful" 
and "constructive" content. He ex
pressed hope that his panel's hearings 
"will raise the level of debate."

Kastenmeier was joined by ranking 
Republican member Robert McClory, 
R-lll., in announcing opposition to the 
Helms Amendment, which would re
move jurisdiction over the school 
prayer issue from all federal courts, in
cluding the Supreme Court. *

Brief oral statements from most con
gressmen on the nine-member panel 
indicated, however, that it is unlikely 
that the amendment, named after chief 
sponsor U. S. Senator Jesse Helms 
R-N.C., will be voted out favorably.

Speaking for a panel representing 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, American Baptist Churches 
general secretary Robert C. Campbell 
declared that "government's lack of 
competence in religious matters is a 
fundamental legal principle in the 
U. S."

Campbell said further that prayers 
mandated by government authorities 
have the effect of destroying "the true 
nature of prayer," which by definition 
"is an act which is and must be volun
tary."

Campbell, whose denomination's 
general board adopted a strongly- 
worded statement opposing the Helms 
Amendment in June, was joined by 
Grady C. Cothen, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Sunday 
School Board, and C. J. Malloy, gen
eral secretary of the Progressive Na
tional Baptist Convention, Inc.

Cothen, pointing to a similar South
ern Baptist action during its annual 
session in June, told the subcommittee 
that because "historically Baptists have 
been dissenters," they are concerned 
that the "rights of the majority should 
not compromise the rights of the mi
nority." Southern Baptists, he said, do 
not want matters of religious faith put 
in the hands of local authorities whose 
decisions cannot be tested in federal 
courts.

Malloy, new chief executive of the 
800,000 member Progressive National 

Baptist Convention, declared his op
position to the Helms language in view 
of his denomination’s commitment to 
separation of church and state.

Joining religious leaders at the 
hearing, assistant attorney general 
John M. Harmon, predicted that attor
ney general Benjamin R. Civiletti 
would recommend a presidential veto 
in the event Congress passes the meas
ure.

Also appearing during the first of the 
two day hearings were M. William 
Howard, president of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ, and 
Meyer Eisenberg, chairman of the Na
tional Law Committee, Anti
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith.

Proponents of school prayer legisla
tion, airing their views, on the second 
day of hearings, sought to refute the 
testimony and in some cases to ques
tion the credibility of the previous 
day's witnesses.

Outspoken Texas evangelist James 
Robison, who appeared unexpectedly 
and uninvited by the subcommittee, 
said he was "appalled" by what was 
presented as the Southern Baptist posi
tion on prayer in public schools.

Declaring that he knows what 
Southern Baptists really think on the 
issue, the evangelist charged that "the 
Southern Baptists who stood and made 
their statement here do not represent 
Southern Baptists." Nor did those 
14,000 messengers who gathered in 
annual session when they over
whelmingly adopted a resolution op
posing efforts to circumvent the Su
preme Court decisions on prayer in 
schools while defeating a substitute 
resolution calling for support of the 
Helms Amendment.

In deciding the fate of the Helms 
Amendment, passed by the Senate last 
April as a rider to S. 450, Kasten- 
meier's panel must deal with the ques
tions of what constitutes voluntary 
prayer and whether Congress has the 
power to deny the Supreme Court and 
other federal courts jurisdiction in the 
matter.

Rep. Philip M. Crane, R-lll, who is 
pushing S. 450 in the House, and 
Charles E. Rice of the U. of Notre 
Dame Law School, challenged the 
opinion of the Justice Department that 
such a move by Congress would be un
constitutional. Some observers, in
cluding Crane, feel that there isn't suf
ficient time remaining in this legislative 
year to process S. 450 through the sub-

(Continued on p. 16)
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINE
Priest Recants—
“A Real Performance"

MOSCOW—The televised recanta
tion of anti-Soviet activities by an ac
tivist Russian Orthodox priest here 
struck a powerful blow against the 
fledgling Soviet human rights move
ment.

A long-time hero within the move
ment, the Rev. Dmitri Dudko had pre
viously encouraged and emboldened 
many of his countrymen who feared 
suppression of open and independent 
religious expression. His plainspoken, 
anti-government sermons and tracts 
have been circulated widely in the 
West.

Father Dudko's confession came 
after six months in prison and secret 
interrogations. He had previously 
served eight years in labor camps and 
internal exile on similar charges of 
jnti-Soviet propaganda and agitation.
• ^Mfbugh Father Dudko's statement 
djtf not sound spontaneous, it was by 

.Tnbst accounts convincing. One dissi
dent told and American newspaper the 
event was "a real performance that 
hurts every part of the movement.

The priest first entered into dissident 
prominence in 1973 for the frank, 
political question and answer sessions 
he held Saturday nights at his Moscow 
parish, the Cathedral of St. Nikolai. 
The discussions covered labor camps 
and other forms of government repres
sion. The following year he was barred 
from these activities, and removed to a 
provincial parish 50 miles outside the 
capital.

By the end of the year, he was dis
charged from that pulpit because—in 
the words of his bishop, Metropolitan 
Serafin—"he systematically included 
political matters of an anti-social chara
cter in his sermons and talks, contain
ing biased criticism against our gov
ernment."

He was arrested last January in what 
was thought to be a "pre-OIympic 
clean-up" of dissidents within or near 
the capital where the summer games 
were held.

The Soviet government has per
mitted the Russian Orothodox and 
other churches to function, but under 
strict supervision. A congregation 
must be registed with the government 
before worship can be allowed, and no 
formal religious instruction may be 

administered to persons under 18. 
(RNS)

Express 'Deep' Concern
VALLEY FORGE, PA —Dr. Chester 

J. Jump Jr., executive director of Amer
ican Baptist International Ministries, 
expressed "deep concern” over the ar
rest of Dr. Chun Ming Kao, general 
secretary of the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan.

In a telegram to President Chiang 
Ching Kuo of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), Dr. Jump urged "assurance 
of due process of law and avoidance of 
coercive measures in investigation and 
public trial."

Dr. Kao was arrested April 24, by 
military authorities in Taiwan and 
charged with "harboring a fugitive."

In a related move, the Asian Ameri- 
Baptist Convocation, meeting in 

Chicago May 2-4, alsB went on record 
to communicate with U.S. congres
sional representatives in Washington, 
DC, in support of legislation urging the 
Taiwan government to improve politi
cal conditions on the island. (ABNS)

Victoria Tolbert Freed
RICHMOND—Victoria A. Tolbert, 

wife of the late William R. Tolbert, 
former president of Liberia, has been 
set free after being held by authorities 
since her husband's assassination April 
12.

Mrs. Tolbert, president of Woman's 
Missionary Union for the Liberia Bap
tist Convention, was released July 12, 
according to John W. Mills, the South
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's Di
rector for west Africa.

Southern Baptist missionaries have 
visited her and said she looks well, 
Mills reported. Several family members 
are still being questioned by a govern
ment tribunal and one of Tolbert's 
sons, A. B. Tolbert, is still in custody. 
(BP)

Be 'Lovingly Partial'
NOORDWIJKERHOUT, The Neth

erlands—A prominent theologian from 
the U.S. denounced some American 
Churches for what he termed their 
"selective non-violence" at the World 
Consultation on Racism held here by 
the World Council of Churches (WCC).

Dr. William H. Lazareth of the Lu
theran Church in America said the 
churches must be "lovingly partial in 
taking sides with the oppressed, the 
poor, the weak and the marginalized in 
an unjust society." He defended the 
WCC's controversial Program to Com
bat Racism as being "basically right 
and ethically defensible."

Asserting that some American 
churches call for non-violence only 
when it suits them, Dr. Lazareth de
clared that "for some Western 
churches especially now to espouse a 
hypocritical stance of programatic 
pacifism only when the victims of in
justice are (a) foreign and (b) black is 
probably a horrendous demonstration 
of the systemic racism which (the Pro
gram to Combat Racism) is meant to 
overcome." (RNS)

Women Activists Expelled

VIENNA—Three Russian feminists, 
who founded the Soviet Union's first 
women’s rights journal, "Women and 
Russia," arrived here after being ex
pelled from their country with mem
bers of their families.

The three had been notified they 
were losing their citizenship after pub
lication’of their third issue which car
ried a statement urging Russian 
women to persuade their husbands 
and sons to go to prison rather than 
fight in Afghanistan.

Their magazine initially appeared 
last fall as an underground journal 
with a dozen typewritten copies. It 
contained a collection of articles, 
statements and poems on the problems 
of Russian women, and took a strong 
stand on rights issues. The editors 
were warned after the first publication 
that they would face prosecution if 
they produced further issues.

Church Files Impounded

SAN SALVADOR—Important files 
including records of legal cases on 
human rights violations in El Salvador 
were seized by government forces in a 
recent search of the Catholic Legal Aid 
office here.

The Legal Aid office (Socorro Juri- 
dico) of the Archdiocese of San Sal
vador is considered the country's
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prime source of documented authorita
tive information on human rights viola
tions. The office was the major agent 
for the gathering, verification and dis
semination of facts in the hundreds of 
victims of assassinations and disap
pearances each month in El Salvador.

A military communique issued after 
the search claimed that a cache of arms 
was found in a Social Security Trade 
Union office located on the side of the 
school's patio. The communique linked 
the arms cache to the school and the 
Legal Aid office.

Father Martinez said the government 
is "lying and evil in its intent." Catho
lic officials have stated that false ac
cusations are expected, on the basis of 
past experiences with searches here 
and other at institutions and individual 
homes, which have become targets of 
extremist right-wing groups.

Church Leaders Guilty

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa — 
Thirty-five prominent South African 
church leaders have been found guilty 
of contravening the country's Riotous 
Assemblies Act. Three elected to go to 
jail for 50 days rather than pay a fine, 
charged with attending an illegal 
gathering and disturbing traffic.

The 35 were among 53 church people 
arrested and held overnight after they 
had staged a peaceful march in down
town Johannesburg to protest deten
tion of a Colored (mixed race) clergy
man who was later freed.

All the accused, including black ac
tivist Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, 
general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches, pleaded innocent 
to the first charge, but guilty to the 
second. (RNS)

Doreen Potter Dies

GENEVA — Doreen Cousins Potter, a 
noted writer and arranger of hymns 
particularly for ecumenical church use, 
died here June 24 of cancer.

She was the wife of the Rev. 
Philip A. Potter, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches.

Perhaps her best known work was 
the musical accompaniment to Cantate 
Domino, the multi-lingual hymnbook 
which has become standard fare at 
world-wide ecumenical gatherings.

Some of Mrs. Potter's own composi
tions appeared in Cantate Domino as 
well as in several other modern hymn 
anthologies, including Sing a New 
Song, published in Jamaica, and New 
Songs of Asian Cities and Praise for 
Today, both published in Great Britain.

Born Doreen Cousins in Panama in 
1925, she was a Jamaican citizen and 
the daughter of a Methodist minister.

Refugee Assistance Asked
GENEVA — International religious 

agencies dealing with refugees have 
been asked to assist the U.S. govern
ment in bringing African and Middle 
Eastern refugees to the United States. 
And, to speed resettlement, a new pro
cedure was announced that will for the 
first time since World War 11 see refu
gees from Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa processed by Foreign Service 
consular officers rather than just Im
migration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) staff members.

Religious agencies are among the 
voluntary bodies which hold UN mem
bership under the category of Non
governmental Organizations.

The NGOs were asked to assist in 
identifying refugees who fit the criteria 
for resettlement in the United States, 
which are essentially the same criteria 
used for Southeast Asian refugees. The 
U.S. officials were told that few of the 
millions of refugees in Africa would fit 
the criteria, such as having a family 
member in the United States or being a 
former employee of the U.S. Govern
ment.

The majority of next year's refugees, 
some 25,000 will continue to be Soviet 
Jews The second largest number will 
be the 8,000 Armenians expected to 
leave the Soviet Union. The remaining 
number are 3,500 Eastern European 
refugees, 1,000 refugees who will be 
processed in Bucharest, Romania, and 
4,500 miscellaneous groups such as 
Afghans, Latin Americans, Middle East 
minorities, Ethiopians and other Afri
cans who will be processed through 
the European area agencies with the 
assistance of consulates. (RNS)

Tougher Stance Urged

AUGSBURG, West Germany —The 
dicision three years ago to elevate 
church opposition to apartheid to a 
confessional status has had "far- 
reaching" effects, but "further direct 
measures are called for," the Lutheran 
World Federation was told here by its 
secretary general.

Because of rising racial tensions in 
South Africa and in the administered 
territory of Nambia, LWF General Sec
retary, Carl H. Mau, Jr., said "we need 
to step up our advocacy, working 
through governments and the United 
Nations, to bring greater pressure 
upon the South African government

The conferring of "status confes- 
sionis" on opposition to apartheid 
means that it becomes incorporated 
into the statement of faith on which a 
church is obligated to act. The current 
confession compels the confessing 
churches to "publicly and unequivo
cally reject the existing apartheid sys
tem."

Violence in Guatemala

GUATEMALA CITY, Guatemala 
(RNS)—Guatemala's Roman' Catholic 
bishops have protested against 
mounting political repression and vio
lence, including the assassination of 
reform-minded priests.

In a joint statement they said any 
Catholic involved in assassinations 
were "excluded from the church" au
tomatically.

The statement came in the wake of a 
recent spate of violence in which a Bel
gian Roman Catholic missionary priest 
was machine-gunned to death and a 
Guatemalan Catholic priest was kid
napped by secret police and never 
heard from again.

According to Missionhurst officials, 
"anyone who ^concerned for the 
plight of the poor is looked at with 
deep resentment by the Guatemalan 
oligarchy."

Report from the Capital Page 13



CORRESPONDENCE
Baptist Joint Committee staff believes 

in two-way communication. Reader re
sponse to the actions taken by this office 
and reported in this publication, and to 
the feature material on these pages 
creates worthwhile dialogue and helps 
sharpen our understanding of the is
sues. Letters should be kept to about 200 
words, signed, with address. Editors re
serve the right to edit for length.

To the Editor: Thank you for carrying 
the recent article on the Darnitsa Bap
tist Church, located near Kiev in the 
Ukrainian S.S.R.

Although the material was prepared 
by a writer who may not be a Christian 
believer, it was objective and faithful to 
the facts which my wife and 1 found 
when on a visit to that area last year.

May I add these details: the pastor 
does work in building construction, 
and with a small team of fellow Chris
tians often asks assignment to the most 
difficult projects. Calling themselves 
the “believers' brigade" they feel that 
accomplishing these with skill and 
•Ur’rfr is a means of witness to their 
Jfaiim
* The church building had been en
larged recently — and a cross was 

mounted at the top. It is said to be one 
of the first occasions where a Protes
tant Christian building displays this 
identity.

As Doylene [Mrs. Wilkes] and I both 
preached to a week-night worship as
sembly of this congregation, an invita
tion to accept Christ was related 
through our interpreter. The response 
of a young lady who came forward to 
confess her faith in Jesus Christ as 
Saviour was encouraging to us and af
forded evident joy to the church as 
they welcomed her decision.

John M. Wilkes 
Ruschlikon, Switerland

(Mr. Wilkes is director of European 
Baptist Press Service)

To the Editor: Thank you for your dis
cerning repeat of BJCPA's singular "A 
Statement of Concern". We contine to 
pray many alleged religious leaders, 
«e Congress, the Supreme Court and 

b President gft th^p vital message 
and will soon commence realistically 
and effectively acting accordingly.

To the Editor: The "Human Rights" 
theory we observe to be a one sided 
affair—by far the greatest violation of 
human rights has been executed by the 
U.S. Congress in voting all American 
youth into perpetual slavery via peace 
time draft.

H. P. Walker
Midland, TX

(Congress by approving registration of 
18-20 year old males has opened the 
door for peace time military induction. 
It has not approved the draft.)

ISN'T IT STRANGE
Isn't it strange 
That princes and kings 
And clowns that caper 
In sawdust rings, 
And common people 
Like you and me 
Are builders for eternity?
Each is given a bag of tools, 
A shapeless mass, 
A book of rules;
And each must make— 
Ere life is flown— 
A stumbling block 
Or a steppingstone.

R.L. Sharpe
Reprinted from National Baptist 
Union-Review

Yvonne and Jim Stewart
Santa Rosa, CA
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William F. Keucher

The Price of Liberty: 
"Eternal Vigilance" . . .
REFLECTIONS

Dr. Keucher, pastor of Covenant Baptist 
Church, Detroit, Ml, is a member of the 
Baptist Joint Committee. He is serving 
as president of the American Baptist 
Churches, USA.

Article I of the Bill of Rights stipulates: "Con
gress shall make no law respecting an estab
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free exer
cise thereof."

Article IX gives us this assurance: "The enum
eration in the Constitution of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people."

These provisions are simple and unadorned, yet pro
found in what they affirm and guarantee. They are 
there in our nation's Constitution because Baptist people 

helped to rally their fellow citizens in support of the Bill of 
Rights. The vigilance which gave us these Constitutional 
safeguards is needed today more than ever.

The Constitution is a dynamic document like a living tree 
and cannot be preserved like an ancient parchment in a 
museum case. It is all the more imperative that we water 
and nurture its roots so we may continue to benefit from its 
protecting shade. Those roots include our historic support 
(which Baptists share with others) for the rights of a free 
conscience and our persistent opposition (again, in concert 
with others) to governmental intrusion into areas of con
science and the free exercise of religion.

The inalienable rights of a free conscience are guaranteed 
to us by our Constitution, but they are given to us by our 
Creator. Standing behind the Bill of Rights is the bedrock of 
history extending back into Magna Carta and the traditions 
of English common law. Although the Revolutionary War 
looms nearest to the 1776 Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the real struggle for 
freedom had already been won in the minds and hearts of 
the American people. In 1818, John Adams reminded people 
of that very fact!

The emerging viewpoint which galvanized people to
gether in their pursuit of liberty, was the essential 
philosophical and political theory which affirmed that the 
rights of a free conscience, and the right to be free from the 
yoke of oppressive tyranny, antedated the social contract of 
state or society. The struggle in England had diminished the 
divine right of kings and enlarged the right of people to be 
represented in parliament and to have their rights protected 
by unwritten constitutional and common law. American 
colonists extended those gains and pushed for written 
guarantees strengthening the protections of such rights. The 
Declaration of Independence was the capstone to Virginia's his
toric Declaration of Rights and to similar expressions made in 
other colonies. John Dickinson would be a representative 
voice to the convictions being aired and propagated in pam
phlets and on platforms. "The rights of Pennsylvanians," 
he asserted, "are founded on the rights of human nature." 
The consequence is that rights of conscience were viewed as 
an endowment of the Divine Creator and not as the gift of 
kings, parliaments, assemblies or legislatures. Because these 
rights are "born with us," as Dickinson puts it, charters and 
documents even so great as the Magna Carta do not create 
our liberties. The obvious point is that what the State cannot 
give, it cannot take away!

Our Baptist presence and position in the struggle to se
cure the unencumbered rights of a free conscience are visi
ble and clear. The familiar story of Roger William's Charter 
is only one chapter. Other names emerge of thos.e who were 
equally influential in their efforts to define the powers of a 
legitimate government, deriving its just powers from the 
consent of its citizens, restrained from molesting people for 
their religious sentiments, and prohibited from aiding or 
handicapping religion either in its establishment or in its 
free exercise. Isaac Backus and John Leland spearheaded the 
movement in several political arenas designed to protect 
people from the unwarranted power of the civil magistrate 
over a free conscience, and to guarantee that no religious 
test would ever again be used as a condition to run for pub
lic office,or to use the election franchise.

Whatever political or ecclesiastical changes have taken 
place in the 204 years of our Constitutional history. Baptists 
have maintained a continuing vigilance about the strategic 
importance of a free conscience. From this tender plant, our 
other freedoms have emerged. We have been more united in 
our struggle to protect the rights of a free conscience from 
erosion than, perhaps, in any other concern. This helps to 
explain our own American Baptist position in contemporary 
issues.

For example, American Baptists have been loyal patriots 
and citizens. Yet, we have supported our youth and others 
in their rights of conscientious objection to war. When 
bands are playing, flags are waving and armies are muster
ing, our position may seem to some to be unpatriotic. How
ever, our support has been prompted not so much by 
theoretical pacifism (although we respect the convictions of 
such persons) as by our theological perceptions and political 
principles. We believe it would be more unpatriotic to vio
late the fabric of conscience, which has given our nation its 
uniqueness. So, while conscience sends many of our finest 
ministers into the military to serve as chaplains and un
numbered Baptist volunteers who march to the tune of free
dom, our patriotism has made room for conscientious objec
tion and alternatives to military service. This historic con
cern also explains the current uneasiness which we share 
about peace time registration as a possible prelude to peace 
time military conscription. America has drifted from its 
aversion to standing armies and its insistence that the na
tion be fostered as a civilian rather than as a military power.

II
Our historic Concern for conscience and freedom, to

gether with our understanding of Christian experience and 
worship, explain also our opposition to State" mandated 
prayers in public schools, compulsory religious exercises 
and other governmental intrusions into areas of conscience 
and excursions into church arenas. A congregation, in our 
Baptist view, is made up of believers who have been 
gathered together by God's Spirit, by grace through faith for 
faithfulness in fellowship and service. We believe in a re
generate church membership, meaniftfc those who have ex
perienced and personally confessed their faith in Christ in 
believer's baptism.

(continued on p. 16)
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THE LEAN YEARS 
Politics in the Age of 
Scarcity

By Richard J. Barnet, 349 pp.
New York: Simon and Schuster,
$12.95
//tat hoever controls world re- 

W sources, controls the world 
in a way that mere occupation of terri
tory cannot match."

Barnet, in a penetrating study of the 
way societies relate to natural wealth 
seeks to determine whether the pres
ent shortages mean we actually are 
running out of everything, and who 
determines what resources are de
veloped, at what cost and for whose 
well-being. In this study of resources 
and their meaning for humankind, a 
persistant concern is that of control — 
government and corporate. Chapters 
onttirs "Seven Sisters" and the major 
interests in minerals and grain answer 

<^ome of the pricing and distribution 
questions the American public has 
pondered over the past seven years, 
even as they now raise others.

There's little doubt that the world's 
resources systems have begun to itch 
under the heedless exploitation re
quired in satisfying the wants of a 
small percentage of the world’s popu
lation, or that Americans in particular 
have begun to scratch under the ensu
ing inconvenience. Indiscriminate use 
of natural resources lends to the scar
city that faces the majority of the world 
family.

The Global Resource System, writes 
Barnet, is managed by multi-national 
corporations who have given us the 
"global factory." Two technologies 
were instrumental—one, enabling the 
conquerirfg of distances (characterized 
by jumbo-jet cargo carriers and tele
communications, etc.) and the second, 
which led to efficient fragmenting of 
production operations, facilitating the 
total process to take place in various 
geographical locations. Its effect on 
employment practices — the cheap 
labor market has magnetic appeal—is 
one of the five components of the 
book's explorations.

The Lean Years "inventories" five 
critical resource systems: energy, non
fuel minerals, food, water and labor, 
examining controlling interests, their 
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method of development and plans of 
operation. It concludes with a chapter 
on survival, emphasizing stewardship 
as the preserving value, if the world is 
to survive and move toward greater 
humanity.

"Without seeing ourselves as trust
ees of the natural order for something 
beyond ourselves, there is no answer 
to the inescapable human question: 
why am I here?" 

(REFLECTIONS, from P. 15)
Worship and prayer, therefore, for 

Baptists, is not a mechanical ritual or 
religious exercise to be imposed on 
children or adults against their will. 
Our free church tradition believes in 
religious voluntarism; we do not want 
to compel the conscience of others by 
oAtreligious creeds or ^practices. Our 
confessions have Seen viewed as tes
timonies, rather than tests by which 
others are to be judged, or into which 
others were to be forced, contrary to 
their own free will. Constantine may 
have believed in forced conversions; 
American Baptists, like all other Bap
tists in touch with their heritage, do 
not!

Now, perhaps, it becomes clearer 
why American Baptists in all of our 
denominational actions have consist
ently opposed any proposal for a Con
stitutional Amendment designed to en
force State Mandated Prayers in public 
schools or to compel the conscience in 
compulsory religious exercises. Our 
opposition is made because we believe 
so deeply in prayer and worship. We 
long for others to profit from Bible 
reading; we would like everyone to 
enjoy the blessings of God's partner
ship in prayer. But, Baptists do not 
want to make such religious practices 
obligatory for non-believers; nor do we 
wish to compel the conscience of other 
citizens. If the Constitution prohibits 
religious tests to be imposed upon 
adults going to the polls to vote; it is 
right in protecting American children 
from religious tests being imposed 
upon them in public schools.

Our convictions in these matters are 
pragmatic as well. If we give our con
sent, today, so that the State and its 
agencies are empowered to violate the 
free conscience of those who profess 
other religious views, or no religious 

views at all; tomorrow, that same Au
thority may compel Baptist children to 
say a non-Christian prayer! The right 
to pray and worship is not the gift of 
the State.to its people. If we surrender 
that right to the State today, tomorrow 
it may be removed from us!

To set the record straight; we should 
say, again, the Supreme Court decision 
did not remove God or prayer from the 
schoolroom. They acted to protect us 
all from tampering with the Constitu
tional guarantees we already enjoy, 
which allow each person the inaliena
ble right to worship and pray accord
ing to the dictates of his own heart and 
unmolested conscience.

The Court has understood more 
clearly the true meaning of personal 
faith and of prayer and worship than 
many religious spokes-persons who 
would like to impose their views on the 
nation. Religious Freedom, if it is real, 
must continue to guarantee the right 
for a person to say. "No" as well as 
"Yes" to God. To remove that right is 
to violate the conscience and to make 
our "Yes" so mechanical as to be de
void of personal responsibility and 
meaning. Where there is no choice, 
there can be no real decision. Without 
a meaningful personal decision of faith 
and commitment, all religion is de
based to a common level! The last thing 
we need in America is a civil religion 
which baptizes everyone in the 
Potomac River to do obeisance to our 
national monuments and shrines.

Leaders testify, from p. 11 
committee, the full Judiciary Committee 
and the House.

Crane has succeeded in securing the 
signitures of 172 members of the House 
on a "discharge petition" which would 
bring the issue to vote. A simple 
majority of the House, 218 members, 
would bring the issue directly to the 
floor of the House. Efforts to discharge 
the bill from the subcommittee have 
stalled in light of Kastenmeier's deci
sion to hold the hearings.

Further hearings were scheduled for 
late in August.

—Stan L. Hastey and Larry Chesser
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