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BIBLE CRITICISM AND YOU
What are Bible critics trying

to do, and where will they stop?
These questions disturb not a few
aonest Christian leaders. Before
ve take them up, let us state in
a few words an obvious truth:

ne may become a successful pas-
vor, denominational leader and
soul winner without the knowledge
o biblical criticism., Again one
\qo has much knowledge about bib-
~ical criticism could do incal-
:ulable harm by stating some basic
‘acts in criticism from the pul-
cit; for preacning is not designed
0 confuse, upset, and disturb
‘ne's falth. To misuse even basic
¢lblical criticism would have
tais effect. And indeed this
study does not expect to become
in integral part of preaching.

In general, criticism is a
trocess of asking questions about
“he Bible and exploring possible
snswers. When these questions
sceek to invade the area of date,
author, and sources it is called
higher criticism. There are many
questions relative to these areas
that a close study of the Bible
would provoke. Here one does
not accept what he has always
heard as the final answer. For
example, why would one question
Moses' authorship of the Penta-
teuch? There are a number of
questions. How did Moses relate
his own death if he wrote it?
Anyone who seeks these answers
will be dealing with higher cri-
ticism

There are over 8,000 manu-
“zcripts of the New Testament or
some portlon of it. Which one
8211 we follow? Those who scoff
at ary sueh provlem would prab-
ably cay 1t doesn't mwstter. DBuk

one omits Mark 16:9-25 and
another doesn't; still another
has a separate ending. Does 1t
matter? There are some with a
strange reading about Joseph be-
getting Jesus of Mary the virgin.
Shall we seek to discover whether
it is an older reading than the
one that speaks of "Joseph the
husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus"? Still another omits John
7:53-8:11; and another places it
in Luke 21:38, If we ask which
is the oldest manuscript we will
seek the answer through textual
criticism.

The tools and the tlue,
with which to deal with thece
aquestions, are not given to all,
although there are many capable.
Therefore, would it not be a mani-
festation of Christian patience
and kindness to be fair with those
who take the time to learn how to
search for answers? Unfortunate-
ly, a few critics are irreverent
men, but most are reverent and
devout men of faith. No spirit
is so blatantly unfair as when
directed toward a good man who
is seeking to find solutions for
many of these problems,

There is no secret to the
methods and the techniques by
which a Bible critic works. The
books are available to all., Why
not become an astute student of
criticism? Then you could evalu-
ate both the critic and his work.
Meanwhile, nothing would be lost,
and much gained, if we should be
tolerant of those who are dealing
with problems unfamiliar to the
average Christian. This is honest
and fair.
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SOMETHING NEW

The Seminary Extension Depart-
ment will have a workshop on Ex-
tension Education in Carbondale,
Illinois beginning Monday noon,
April 9 and continuing through
noon, April 10, This is our first
attempt. The college extension
directors have promoted several.

Dr., Gaines S. Dobbins, Dean
School of Religious Education,
Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
~nary, will speak four times to
vhe group dealing with "Aims in
Adult Educatlon,” “Adult Learning, "
"Adult Teaching," and "Opportuni-
t{ies in Adult Education."

Dr, Noel M. Taylor, Dr. Lee
7allman, Rev., W, A, Whitten, and
Rev. Ray K. Hodge will lead con-
“erences on publicity, teaching,
records, and enlistment. Direc-
“ors, teachers, registrars,
vreasurers, and advisory commit-
vees are invited to attend.

WHAT IS HAPPENING

Most of us read the headlines
‘n our daily newspapers and listen,
sven if briefly, to a favorite =
news commentator. In this manner
we convince ourselves that we are
"teeping abreast of the times,"
This is well and good. How about
what is happening in our world of
religion and church 1ife? Would
ve consent to read only those
srticles in our dailies that deal
vith local interests? Would we
Ze content to read only those
sditorials that relate to the
rise in local sales and property
axes? What about the larger
*ircle of our world? Not only do
ve take notice of events of sig-
nificant interest, but also in
réople who are outstanding.

Wle Baptists read our own
papers and periodicals so much
that we often do not know what is
going on beyond our constructed
Interest centers. 1In a world
community such as ours is becoming
this 'should not continue. Ve
must 1ift our horizons so that
those events that touch the lives
of other Christians impress us
also,

The goals set up by other
Christian bodies naturally affect
us. Thelr hopes and aspirations
should be understood by us. I
would commend the reading of a
number of periodicals from other

church groups to any who would
become informed on church life
outside our circle.

SOME LIMITATIONS

What can be done in and
through the Semlnary Extension
Department, we want to do. The
need among Southern Baptists 1is
great and varied. We cannot
hope to meet every situation and
every need with one type of edu-
cation., We can develop many
patterns within certain limita-
tions, but we cannot revolution-
ize theological education and
keep it standard.

Our grestest handicap is that
of meeting the desire for credit.
Some have suggested the seminaries
might be jealous for their per-
sonal touch with students and
thereby refuse to grant credits.
But this is not the. case at all.
The whole field of theological
education is involved. Our sem-
inaries must be accredited, or
Baptist colleges could not use
seminary graduates as Bilble
teachers

" Qur- co]le@e students would be

: taught by - gradadteo of the divin-

1ty,schools if the seminaries did
not send out Bible teachers that
could be ancep+ed Of “course,
many of the dlvinlty schools are
acceptable, but others are not,
insofar as Baptists are concerned

Standard seminaries must there-
fore, do standard work, Degree
credits from an agency of the
seminary whicin had no standing
would not be worthy of our posi-
tion as a thinking people. Al-
though we cannot offer degree
credit, we can help any pastor or
interested student as far as he
is willing to go, and as deep
into various fields as he is
capable of delving.

DIRECTOR AND ASSOCIATE IN REVIVALS

Dr. Lee Gallman, director and
Rev. Ray Hodge, associate will be
in revivals in April. The direc-
tor will be in Trenton, Missouri
at the First Baptist Church with
Dr. Wayne Rosecrans. Brother
Hodge will be at the First Bap-
tist Church, Gibsonville, North
Carolina, April 16-22.
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